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INTRODUCTION. 

HEN  in  the  year  1900  the  sugg-estion  was  made  by  the  Chautauqua 
County  Historical  Society  and  others  that  a  celebration  should  be 

held  on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  first  bona  fide  white 

settlement  made  within  the  limits  of  the  present  county,  the  pro- 
ject did  not  take  on  a  more  ambitious  aspect  than  a  proposi- 

tion for  a  one-day  gathering  of  the  people  of  the  county  at  the  site  of 
the  original  settlement  at  the  Old  Cross  Roads  near  Westfield,  with  a 

programme  of  a  half-dozen  papers  on  the  early  history  of  the  county.  With 
the  passing  of  time  and  the  interest  developed  by  the  action  of  the  Board  of 

Supervisors  in  appointing  committees  to  take  charge  of  the  organizing  of  a 

fitting  celebration,  the  matter  developed  into  a  great  historical  occasion,  cover- 

ing a  two  days'  celebration  at  Westfield  in  June,  1902,  at  which  papers  were 
read  covering,  with  those  which  it  was  impossible  to  find  room  for  upon  the 

programme,  every  important  historical  department  in  the  development  of  the 
county  during  the  past  one  hundred  years. 

As  the  plans  for  the  celebration  developed  and  broadened,  so  did  the  idea 

of  a  complete  history  of  Chautauqua  County.  At  first  it  was  proposed  to  pub- 
lish the  papers  to  be  read  at  the  celebration  in  a  pamphlet,  covering  the  expense 

by  a  resort  to  advertisements,  but  it  soon  became  evident  that  the  papers  would 
be  far  too  important  and  complete  to  be  entrusted  to  this  form,  and  the  more 

ambitious  design  of  making  a  book  was  brought  forward,  to  contain  the  por- 
traits of  some  of  the  leading  historical  characters  of  the  county.  At  this  stage 

of  the  development  it  became  evident  that  there  was  a  large  amount  of  work 
necessary  to  put  a  book  upon  the  market,  and  that  the  enterprise  would  require 

a  large  capital  if  anything  of  a  creditable  nature  were  to  be  produced.  Accord- 
ingly S.  Frederick  Nixon,  Benjamin  S.  Dean,  Frederick  P.  Hall  and  Charles 

J.  Shults  met  and  agreed  to  organize  the  Chautauqua  History  Company,  for  the 
purpose  of  publishing  a  complete  and  authentic  history  of  the  county,  which 
should  be  fully  illustrated,  and  should  contain  the  portraits  of  the  men  and 
women  wiho  have  taken  part  in  the  upbuilding  of  a  county  from  a  single  log 

house  in  the  wilderness  to  a  communitv  of  eighty  thousand  people.  It  soon  be- 
came evident  that  a  single  volume  would  be  inadequate  to  the  work  undertaken, 

and  arrangements  were  made  to  produce  the  work  in  two  large  volumes,  and  the 
work  herewith  presented  is  the  result  of  that  undertaking. 



Tlic  sclu-nic  (.f  tlic  work,  wliirli  iiirlnrlos  the  story  of  the  p^reat  celebration 

uhich  l.i.Is  lair  tn  I,c  ..t"  inralnilahlc-  vahie  lo  the  county  in  cstablishin.c:  a  com- 

nuniity  el  iiitcTcM s.  as  wrll  as  a  oniplcle  list  of  all  of  the  relics  which  were  on 

i-xhihition.  is  a  icpr. )<hirti< )n  of  all  the  papers  which  were  read  on  the  occasion 

..f  thi-  crKhration,  revised  and  enlarc:ed  u])on,  as  well  as  a  number  of  papers 

vdiieh  were  pre])ared.  l)iit  which  it  was  found  im])ossible  to  read  by  reason  of 

ilie  lack  of  time;  thesi-  to  be  supplemented  by  yet  other  matters  of  historical 

worth  which  have  since  l)ec()me  available.  Tn  addition  to  these  features,  we  have 

made  a  careful  canvass  of  the  county,  and  have  gathered  together  more  origi- 

nal portraits  of  earlv  settlers,  more  interesting  views  of  early  homes  and  scenes 

in  the  county  than  have  ever  before  been  brought  into  a  single  collection,  and 

ir  the  list  of  portraits  which  will  be  found  in  the  work  will  be  the  prominent 
men  and  women  in  the  various  departments  of  the  historical  development  of 

ih.e  count v  in  every  era  of  its  growth  for  the  past  one  hundred  years,  so  that 

we  shall  not  only  have  the  story  of  the  century,  but  the  life  stories  and  the  por- 
traits of  the  people  w^ho  have  made  the  history  and  watched  over  the  unfolding 

of  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  progressive  communities  in  the  United  States. 

Where  it  has  l^een  impossible  to  secure  these  portraits,  and  where  the  life-story 
lias  l)een  merged  in  the  general  life  of  the  county,  we  have  included  a  brief  chron- 

ological sketch  of  the  family  as  it  exists  today,  so  that  the  Centennial  History 

of  Chautau(|ua  County  will,  to  a  very  large  extent,  include  a  directory  of  the 
leading  families  of  the  county  at  the  close  of  its  first  century,  making  a  feature 

which  will  ])e  of  great  value  as  the  years  go  by  in  affording  data  for  the  tracing 

out  of  family  history  and  the  larger  history  of  the  county  and  state,  in  which 
we  are  all  involved. 

Hon.  Obed  Edson,  who  gives  the  general  historical  review  of  the  county 

for  the  past  century,  has  devoted  himself  with  great  energy,  aided  by  his  ex- 
perience and  his  cultivated  taste  for  historical  research,  to  making  this  the 

crowning  work  of  his  life,  and  that  he  has  done  this  in  a  manner  to  reflect  credit 
upon  himself,  and  the  publishers  of  this  work,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  assert- 
mg,  leaving  the  reader  to  judge  for  himself  upon  a  fuller  reading  of  the  pages 
which  Mr.  Edson  has  prepared.  The  detads  of  the  development  in  each  depart- 

ment have  been  taken  up  by  men  and  women  who  have  a  patriotic  and  intelligent 
nUerest  in  making  the  history  of  the  county  complete  and  interesting,  and  we 
Ixdieve  that  no  county  in  the  State  of  New  York  can  show  an  historical  work 
of  equal  merit  and  completeness.  It  is  the  work  of  Chautauqua  County  men 
and  women  in  its  every  feature,  from  the  inception  of  the  celebration  to  the 
completed  volumes.  The  papers  have  been  written,  the  views  and  portraits 
have  l)een  made,  the  types  have  been  set  and  the  press  work  has  been  done  by 
the  liandiwork  of  Chautaucpia  County  people,  and  we  take  a  pardonable  pride, 
m  presentmg  these  volumes  to  the  public,  confident  that  no  reasonable  expec- 

tation of  the  people  will  be  disappointed  upon  a  perusal  of  the  work. Respectfuly  yours, 

THE  CHAUTAUQUA  HISTORY  COMPANY. 

S.  FREDERICK  NIXON.  President. 
BENJAMIN  S.  DEAN,  Vice  President 
FREDERICK  P    HALL.  Treasurer. 
CHARLES  J.  SHULTS,  Secretary. 



autauqua  County 

By    FORREST  C  R  I  S  S  E  T 

FOKKEST  ORISSEY 

hundred  years — how  brief  a  span 
In  which  to  worli  the  magic  change 

From  wilderness  and  savage  man 
To  fruitful  field  and  purpling  grange! 

Where  now  the  lakeward  looking  hills 
Are  wreathed  in  vines  of  goodly  fame. 

The  Redman  fished  the  lakes  and  rills 
And  ranged  the  forest  for  his  game. 

He  pitched  his  summer  lodge  where  now 
The  schoolhouse  stands,  with  flying  flag; 

And  where  the  vineyards  crown  the  brow 
Of  every  hill  he  chased  the  stag. 

His  brutish  war-cry  echoed  wild 
From  every  slope,  in  every  dell, 

Where  now  resound  the  echoes  mild 
Of  sacred  song  and  Sabbath  bell. 

In  hideous  dance  and  savage  game 
He  gathered  at  the  wood-fringed  shore 

Which  links  Chautauqua's  storied  name 
With  Learning,  Art,  and  ripest  lore. 

Where  e'er  the  toiling  student  lights 
His  solitary  lamp  and  gives 

To  learning's  court  his  zealous  nights. 
The  fame  of  old  Chautauqua  lives. 

A  million  clusters  load  the  vines 
Beneath  blue  Erie's  misty  wing; 

But  better  than  her  rarest  wines, 
Chautauqua's  larger  gift  I  sing:  — 

Her  pioneers — a  noble  seed 
From  which  harvest  rich  and  great 

Of  sturdy  sons  hath  sprung  to  feed 
The  school,  the  mart,  the  court,  the  state! 

Wipe  from  our  country's  roll  the  name Of  all  that  dear  Chautauqua  gave. 
And  you  will  snatch  the  wreath  of  fame 
From  Lyon's  and  from  Phillips'  grave! 

What  though  her  terraced  vineyards  spread 
To  every  hill  that  drinks  the  sun? — 

Of  all  her  gifts  the  light  she's  shed 
On  Learning's  page  is  chief  est  one! 
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MAIN  STKEET.  VV    STFIE  I.  D. 

STORY   OF   THE  CELEBRATION. 

The  celebration  of  the  one  hundredth 

anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  Chau- 
tauqua County,  held  at  Westfield  on 

June  24th  and  25th,  1902,  was  in  itself 
an  historic  occasion  whose  influence 

upon  the  future  of  the  county  will  be 

profound  and  enduring.  It  brougdit  to- 
gether within  the  confines  of  one  vil- 

lage the  people  of  every  part  of  the 

couni:y.  Old  acquaintanceships  w^ere 
renewed  and  new  ones  were  formed, 

and  the  present  was  brought  in  con- 
tact with  all  that  was  sturdy,  self-sac- 

rificing, virtuous  and  hospitable  in  the 
past.  Out  of  this  commemoration  has 

come  a  new  inspiration,  a  re-awakened 
appreciation  of  the  pioneer  qualities, 
all  of  which  will  operate  to  bind  the 

county  closer  and  closer  together  and 
give  unity  to  its  activities.  A  patriotic 

purpose  was  undeniably  served  hi 
bringing  the  ])eople  to  see  that  in  the 
past  of  the  county  there  is  much  that  is 
noble  and  upright ;  much  that  is  worth 

])erpetuating  in  the  present ;  much  that 

makes  Chautauqua  a  name  to  be  re- 
called with  pride. 

After  it  had  been  decided  to  hold 

such  a  centennial,  tlie  committee  had 

no  dif^culty  in  selecting  the  site.  The 

historical  claims  of  Westfield  were  ])re- 
eminent.  Here  it  was  that  the  white 

settler  first  reared  a  permanent  home 
on  the  soil  that  now  bears  the  storied 

name  of  Chautauqua ;  from  this  spot 

other  pioneers  who  had  followed  in  the 

footsteps  of  James  IVlcMahan  vv^ent 
southward  into  the  wilderness  to  clear 

the  forests  and  till  the  soil ;  here  for 

years  was  the  center  of  the  county's social  and  commercial  life.  In  other 

respects,  moreover,  the  selection  was 
most  happy,  for  the  reputation  of 

Westfield  for  hospitality  and  neighbor- 
liness,  esta1:>lished  by  the  memorable 

reception  to  Count  Lafayette  and  sus- 
tained by  later  generations  of  its 

townspeople,  assured  that  the  throng  of 
visitors  would  be  cordially  greeted  and 

hospitably  entertained.  Nor  was  this 

expectation  disappointed,  for  the  peo- 
ple of  the  village  gave  freely  of  their 

best  and  were,  in  fact,  delinquent  in 

nothing  needed  to  make  the  occasion 

a  complete  success. 
It  is  impossible  to  make  any  close 

estimate  of  the  number  of  people  who 

attended  the  celebration.  All  parts  of 

the  county  were  well  represented,  and 

in  addition  hundreds  of  former  Chan- 
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t;m(|n;ms  rainr  tr<  «in  l';ir  :in«l  iu-;ir  m  or- 

,Kt  t<»  l>r  pri'sfiit  ;it  lluN  niniisUT  rr- 

nni..ii.  Iiu-(.min-  trains  wvvc  lilk-d, 

and  al..n,--  tlu-  (ln>l\  r.-ads  llial  led  to 

W  cstfudd  luiiKlrc.Is  of  vehicles  brought 

the  lanniii.-  lolks  iroiii  many  townships. 

The  southern  en.l  ..I  tlu-  county  seemed 

ci|ually  wcdl  rc]  .resented  with  the 

northern  section,  the  Kid.^e  no  loni^er 

separated  them.  ddie  ()])enino-  ol  the 

piclures(|ue  (  lor^e  route  ol  the  James- 

town, rhaulau(|ua  and  Lake  h^rie  J\ail- 

road,  which  took  ])lace  on  the  first  day 

ol  the  centennial,  drew  several  thou- 

sand people  from  Jamestown  and  the 

lower  tier  ol  townships.  t  he  lUisiness 

Men's  Association  ol  Jamestown  and 

the  similar  ori^auization  in  Falconer 

came  to  Westfield  in  a  body  Tuesday 

mornins;-  as  a  manifestation  of  their 

svmpathy  with  the  pur])ose  and  spirit 

of  the  celebration.  lUtsiness  througdi- 

out  the  county  was  generally  suspend- 
ed on  Tuesday,  that  the  people  of  all 

vocations  nught  have  an  opportunity  to 
attend  the  centennial. 

In  the  village  streets  the  throng  was 

of  course  more  noticeable  than  would 

have  been  the  case  in  a  larger  town.  x\ 

crowd  of  several  thousand  people, 

such  as  ordinaril}-  is  attracted  to  the 

grai)e-belt  town  by  a  fair  or  tourna- 

ment, gives  the  streets  a  crowded  ap- 
pearance, but  the  concourse  of  both 

(lavs  of  the  centennial  far  eclipsed  any- 
thing in  the  past.  To  what  extent  the 

number  exceeded  5,000,  it  is  impossible 
to  estimate  with  any  pretension  of 
accuracx . 

Significant  of  the  si)irit  of  the  gath- 
ering is  the  fact  that  with  all  this  as- 

seml)lage  there  was  no  undue  jostling 
or  overcrowding;  everyone  maintained 

even  temper  and  good  nature.  AA'hen 
the  sidewalks  overflowed,  people 
cheerfully  walked  in  the  street,  and 
when  the  high  school  building  was  fill- 

ed to  a  point  that  ai)proached  over- 
crowding, those  who  sought  admission 
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patiently  waited  outside.  Nothing  oc- 
curred to  mar  the  haruKJuy  and  pleasure 

of  the  occasion. 

()utwar(lly  it  was  the  holiday  crowed, 
Init  inwardly  the  h(di(lay  element  was 
lacking.  The  s]Mrit  was  not  that  of  the 

county  fair,  the  tournament,  or  the 
iperennial  circus.  There  were  few 
street  fakirs,  no  fireworks,  and  little 

of  the  fun-making  eletnent.  This  cel- 
ebration had  a  foundation  wdiich  fun- 

making  events  do  not  have,  which 
made  it  something  more  than  idle 
show.  While  many  persons  wandered 
up  and  downi  the  streets  many  more 

gathered  in  the  churches  and  h.alls 

where  public  meetings  w^ere  held,  and 
listened  to  recitals  of  events  of  the 

first  hundred  years  of  the  county's  life. 
Another  crowd  was  constantly  at  the 

school  building  where  the  relics  were 

displayed.  From  these  prized  heir- 
looms and  relics  could  be  gained  a 

more  definite  idea  of  the  manner  in 

which  the  pioneers  lived  and  worked 
than  from  the  best  description  that 
could  be  written. 

Another  attraction  was  the  military 

camp  of  the  Thirteenth  Separate  Com- 
])any,  National  Guard  of  New  York 
state,  better  knowm  as  the  Fenton 

Guards  of  Jamestown.  As  the  only 

military  company  in  the  county  the 
guardsmen  received  the  honors  of  the 
occasion.  The  Guards  came  by  boat  to 

Point  Ghautauqua  and  thence  to  West- 
field  by  train,  reaching  the  centennial 

town  about  6  o'clock  Monday  after- 
noon. Their  camp  was  just  east  of 

the  high  school  building,  and  was  nam- 
ed Camp  S.  Fred  Nixon,  in  honor  of 

the  distinguished  Westfield  leader.  The 

place  took  on  the  atmosphere  of  a 

camp,  and  here  the  throng  of  onlook- 
ers was  continuous.  Dress  parade  and 

guard  mount  w^ere  performed  in  the 

nearby  park  each  day,  wdth  all  the  pre- 
cision that  a  veteran  could  desire.  The 

presence  of  blue  uniforms,  brass  but- 
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tons,  bright  banners  and  martial 

mnsic,  lent  an  eclat  to  the  occasion. 

Many  prominent  friends  of  the  guards- 

men visited  the  camp,  and  on  Wednes- 

day Speaker  Nixon  entertained  the  en- 

tire company  at  dinner  at  Clark's. 
The  feature  of  the  brief  speech-makmg 

session  that  followed  was  a  rousing  ad- 

dress by  the  host. 

The  roster  of  the  company  was  as  fol- 
lows : 

Captain  Louis  A.  Fenton,  First  Lt. 

Fred  H.  Wilson,  Second  Lt.  Frank  A. 

Johnson,  First  Lt.  A.  Surg.  Laban 

Hazehine,  Color  Sergt.  E.  P.  Walsh, 

Hospital  Steward  E.  A.  Swanson, 

First  Sergt.  W.  H.  Harrison,  Jr.,  O. 

M.  S.  A.  E.  Hale,  O.  M.  D.  S.  Brown. 

Q.  M.  C.  A.  Sandburg,  O.  M.  W.  B. 

Gififord,  Corporal  E.  C.  Templeton, 

Corporal  K.  R.  Ralph,  Corporal  J. 

Varley,  Corporal  R.  J.  Barrows,  Mu- 
sician M.  J.  Lyon,  Musician  L.  C. 

Swanson. 

Privates— Fred  W.  Asker,  J.  T.  Al- 

len, O.  E.  Anderson,  W.  M.  Blanch- 
ard,  B.  Benson,  G.  F.  Burg,  J.  W. 

Carlson,  E.  C.  Catlin,  C.  O.  Davis,  V. 

C.  Eggleston,  E.  L.  Danielson,  M.  C. 

Frank,  G.  G.  Fretts,  B.  E.  Gossett, 

Benj.  Gardner,  J.  Hanson,  E.  Hanson, 

H.  D.  Harris,  V.  A.  Flatch,  Chas. 

Imus,  E.  F.  Isaacson,  C.  U.  Jarl,  J.  H. 

Johnson,  V.  C.  Johnson,  E.  C.  John- 

son, J.  Johnson,  M.  C.  Jones,  ' F.  J. 
Kruger,  R.  C.  Kelsey,  Thos.  J.  Ken- 

nedy, C.  F.  Lawson,  S.  A.  Ljungberg, 
G.  C.  Magnuson,  J.  B.  Moeller,  Henry 

Malmquist,  C.  Malmquist,  F.  W.  Mon- 
tague, H.  A.  Morgan,  S.  G.  ̂ I^rley,  R. 

Nezbeth,  R.  Olson,  Charles  ( iberg,  W. 

C.  Price,  H.  E.  Y.  Porter,  W.  E.  Sey- 
mour, Jr.,  Elmer  Smith,  Ernest  Smith, 

R.  M.  Smith,  R.  W.  Strickland,  F.  L. 

Stocker,  T.  Sundell,  F.  A.  Th  rmas,  A. 
H.  Vimmerstedt,  R.  G.  Weller,  L. 

Wimmermark,  L.  R.  Warn,  L.  G.  Wil- 
lard,  Alorris  Wimmermark. 

The  principal  event  of  Tuesda}- 

morning  was  the  parade  and  the  ex- 
ercises formally  opening  the  centennial. 

l)efore  the  village  people  had  arisen 

from  breakfast,  the  day's  visitors  be- 
gan to  pour  into  the  town,  filling  the 

streets  and  congregating  in  localities  of 

particular  interest.  Before  lo  o'clock 
the  music  of  several  bands  drew 

attention  to  the  village  square,  from 

which  the  procession  to  the  McMahan 
homestead  was  scheduled  to  start.  The 

congestion  of  vehicles  and  pedestrians 
in  this  vicinity  proved  a  maze,  out  of 

which  an  hour's  work  by  Marshal  P.  W. 
Liemus  and  his  staff  brought  an  orderly 

procession. 
A  drum  and  fife  corps  headed  the 

column  as  it  moved  westward  to  the 

outskirts  of  the  village,  where  the  Mc- 
Mahan homestead  is  located,  three- 

quarters  of  a  mile  west  of  the  park. 
Members  of  the  Chautauqua  County 

Flistorical  Society,  riding  in  'busses, 
held  the  right  of  line.  Next  in  the  pro- 

cession was  a  lumbering  ox  cart  and 
submissive  oxen,  driven  1)y  Phin.  M. 
Miller,  who  entered  heartily  into  the 

spirit  of  the  occasion  and  by  the  flourish 
with  which  he  guided  the  oxen  showed 

that  the  primitive  arts  have  not  been 
forgotten.  The  ox  cart  was  followed  by 
the  Westfield  l^and,  which  headed  a 
division  of  the  older  residents  of  the 

county  and  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 

county  officers,  and  ex-officers,  all  of 
whom  rode  in  carriages.  The  Fenton 

Guards'  band  and  the  •Thirteenth  Sep- 
arate Company  were  next  in  line,  and 

thev  received  something  of  an  ovation 

along  the  route.  The  visiting  organiz- 
ations of  business  men  and  a  contin- 

gent of  citizens  in  carriages  and  on 
foot  concluded  the  procession. 

Nearly  two  thousand  people  gather- 
ed at  the  old  McMahan  homestead, 

which  as  one  of  the  historical  spots  of 
western  New  York  was  much  visited 
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.hiriii.L;  llu'  cHiilcniii:il.  Il  was  alm- 

^c'lluT  lUliii,'-;  lli.'il  luri'.  wIktc  tlic 

wliiti-   srilKi-  rr.MiT.l  lirsl  pcTinan- 

nil  liniiir  wilhiii  ill-'  coinil),  sliould  1m' 

1k-M  llu'  ..iK-iiiii-  rxcTciscs  ot  liH"  coni- 

liH-inoration    ni"  llial   cvciil.     I'roin  an 

\  (,rk  Slate  Assembl},  liimsclf  an  hon- 

(,rc  l  citi/.c-ii  of  WcsUicld.  11iis  address 

will  1)C'  louiid  cdscwhcrc  in  this  volume, 

lo.i;etber  with  all  other  addresses  de- 
livered and  ija])ers  read  during  the 

centennial.      The  story  of  the  historic 
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improvised  i)latform  in  the  open  air, 
hriel  hut  solemn  exercises  were  con.- 

ducled.  Oti.s  I).  Hinckley  of  Clvmer 
l)rcsided.  After  a  fervid  prayer  bv 
Rev.  A.  M.  Tennant,  of  WAstfield,  the 
address  oi  welcome  was  delivered  hv 

S.   iM-cd.   Xix(jn.  si)eakcr  of  the  New 

AIcAIahan  homestead  was  charmingly 

told  by  IVIrs.  Helen  Smith  'Tennant  of 
Westfield,  herself  a  descendant  of  the 

family  of  the  first  settler. 
At  the  conclusion  of  these  exercises, 

the  column  was  reformed  for  the  march 

back  to  the  village.   A  pause  was  made 
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at  the  famous  Cross  Roads,  where 

Obed  Ed  son  mounted  a  point  of  van- 
tage and  briefly  told  the  story  outlined 

by  the  monument  which  marks  the 
site  of  the  McHenry  hotel,  where  the 

first  town  meeting-  in  the  county  was 
held  and  its  civil  government  had  its 

origin. 
The  mass  meeting  in  the  afternoon 

attracted  an  immense  crowd,  only  a 

part  of  which  was  able  to  gain  ad- 
mission to  the  Presbyterian  church 

where  it  was  held.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  and  presided  over  by 

y-Vlbert  S.  Watson,  president  of  the 
village,  who  spoke  impressively  of  the 

spirit  of  the  centennial.  After  an  or- 
gan voluntary  by  J.  W.  Phillips  aufl 

prayer  by  Rev.  C.  L.  MacClelland,  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  choir  of 

Jamestown  sang  a  meritorious  selec- 
tion. The  centennial  oration  was  then 

delivered  by  John  Woodward  of  James- 
town, Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  oi 

New  York.  Following  a  vocal  solo  by 
Miss  Belle  Tiffany,  Phin.  M.  Miller  of 

Buffalo  read  Forrest  Crissey's  Centen- 
nial Poem.  Obed  Edson  of  Sinclair- 

ville  gave  an  historical  address,  and 

the  exercises  closed  with  the  singing  of 
the  Centennial  Hymn,  written  by  Mrs. 
Martha  R.  Almy  of  Jamestown,  to  the 
tune  of  America. 

Three  public  meetings  were  held 

Tuesday  evening,  and  each  was  well  at- 
tended. In  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Judge  Almon  A.  A^anDusen  of  May- 
ville  presided.  Phin.  M.  Miller  of  Buf- 

falo gave  the  first  address,  his  sul)ject 

being  The  Public  vSchools  of  Chautau- 
qua County.  Following  a  delightful 

vocal  solo  by  Mrs.  John  S.  Lambert  of 
Fredonia,  Captain  Frederick  W.  Hyde 

of  Jamestown  presented  an  historical 
sketch  of  the  inception  and  growth  of 
the  Chautauqua  movement.  In  the 

Methodist  church  Captain  E.  A.  Cur- 

tis of  Fredonia  presided,  and  the  Pres- 
byterian choir  of  Jamestown  sang  the 

Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic.  Abner 
Hazeltine  of  Jamestown  deUvered  an 
historical  address  upon  Freemasonrv 

in  Chautau(jua  County.  The  venera1)lc 
Dr.  Taylor  of  Brocton  was  to  have 

read  his  paper  on  nn'litary  history  at 
this  meeting,  but  he  was  excused  on 

account  of  feeble  health  and  failing 

eyesight.  The  third  meeting  of  the 
evening,  held  in  the  opera  house,  was 

one  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  en- 
tire celebration.  The  hall  was  filled  to 

the  utmost  when  James  T.  Larmonth  of 
Jamestown,  as  chairman,  called  the 

meeting  to  order.  After  a  vocal  duet 

by  Mrs.  Coom])s  and  Mrs.  Peirce, 

Judge  Jerome  B.  T'isher  spoke  elo- 
quently and  effectively  upon  the  Life 

of  Governor  Reul^en  E.  Fenton.  It 

was  one  of  Judge  Fisher's  best  histor- 
ical efforts,  and  added  new  luster,  if 

such  a  thhig  were  possible,  to  the  name 

of  Chautauqua  county's  most  distin- 
guished citizen,  Governor  Fenton.  Fol- 

lowing the  address,  the  Schumann  So- 
ciety of  WVstfield  sang  with  fine  effect 

The  Star  Spangled  Banner. 

The  pul:)lic  reception  in  the  high 

school  building  with  which  Tuesday's 
exercises  came  to  a  close,  ranks  as  the 

most  brilliant  and  representative  so- 
cial function  in  the  history  of  the 

county. 

The  affair  was  under  the  auspices  of 

Patterson  chapter,  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution.  The  local  so- 

ciet)'  moreover  had  the  co-operation 
of  the  members  of  the  chapters 

at  Fredonia  and  Jamestown.  The 

three  regents,  Mrs.  George  W. 
Patterson,  Miss  Prescott  and  Miss 

Broadhead,  respectively,  led  i-i 
the  receiving,  assisted  by  the  vice 

regents,  Mrs.  Helen  Smith  Tennant, 
Mrs.  Fullager  and  Mrs.  Winfield  S. 
Cameron.  Many  members  of  the 

cliapiers  were  attired  in  quaint  and  ele- 
gant costumes  of  the  colonial  period, 

imparting  to  the  brilliant  scene  some- 
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lliino  \hv  col-.i-iii-  aiHl  spirit  of  llic 

(lass  r.'iniiu-nioralcMl   1)\    llu-  occasion. 

riu-  laiiu'siown  room  was  ihc  cen- 

ter ..I  inurcM  tlirou-linnl  the  evening, 

an  1  lu'i-e  il  was  that  the  thron.!^"  was 
m  )st  dense.  The  tendency  towards 

,,ver-cr()\V(Hn--  was  tlie  only  element 

detracting  from  the  i)leasurc  of  the  ev- 
rnin--.  and  lliis  was  of  course  due  to 

the  lar-e  nuni1)er  of  i)eoi)le  wdio  had 

fathered  from  all  i)arts  of  the  county 

to  attend  the  reception.  Recognization 

of  this  fact,  together  with  abundant 

good  na.tnre  and  patience,  reduced  the 
discomfort  of  the  crowded  condition  to 

iM-om  the  ])latform  in  the  main  re- 
ception room,  a  i)rogram  of  high  merit 

was  rendered  at  9  o'clock,  introduced 
])\  a  vocal  solo  by  Aliss  Belle  Tiffany. 
An  account  of  the  meniorable  visit  of 

Lal'avette  to  Chaiitauqua  County  was 
read  by  Miss  Olive  Risley  Seward, 
wlio  c(nild  l)e  heard  by  only  a  portion 
of  tlie  great  number  of  people  in  the 
hall,  so  dense  was  the  throng.  A 
nuisical  feature  was  the  singing  of  a 

(|uartet  com])osed  of  Mrs.  George  W. 
Tew,  Mrs.  Alexis  Crane,  Geo.  W.  Tew 

and  John  J.  Whitney,  which  was 
characterized  as  the  oldest  organized 

(juartet  in  the  county.  Mrs.  John  S. 
Lambert  also  sang  acceptably  at  this 
lime,  and  the  program  closed  with  the 
rendering  of  America  by  the  Schumann 
Society  of  Westfield. 

\\'ednes{lay  as  the  second  day  of  the 
centennial  saw  little  waning  of  either 
attendance  or  interest  until  late  in  the 

afternoon.  The  w^eather,  wdiich  on  the 

previous  da\-  had  been  fairly  ideal,  con- 
tinued favorable  until  afternoon,  when 

one  of  the  severe  storms  frecjuent  in 
the  lake  region  drove  the  crow^l  to 

shelter  and  made  passage  about  the 

streets  highly  disagreeable.  It  w^as 
significant  of  the  success  of  the  cele- 
l^ration  that  while  ITiesday  had  been 

])lanned  as  the  principal  da}-,  Wednes- 
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day  almost,  if  not  (juite,  sustained  the 

record  of  its  predecessor  on  the  cal- 
endar. 

The  meeting  in  the  opera  house  at 

10  (/clock  in  the  morning  was  presid- 

ed over  by  Louis  McKinstry  of  Fre- 
donia.  The  music  of  the  occasion  was 

a  whistling  solo  by  Miss  Harriet 

Louise  Norton,  Miss  Neill  accompany- 
ing, and  a  vocal  solo  by  Mrs.  Kittie 

Sheldon.  The  first  address  of  the  ses- 
sion was  that  of  Benjamin  S.  Dean  of 

Jamestown  upon  The  Political  History 

of  Chautauqua  County.  Louis  McKin- 
stry followed  with  an  address  upon  The 

Press  of  the  County,  and  Mrs.  Carrie 
Twdng  of  Westfield  told  the  history  of 
the  Cassadaga  Lake  Free  Association 
movement. 

In  the  Presbyterian  church,  the 

music  w^as  furnished  by  the  Presbyter- 
ian choir  of  Westfield,  and  Mrs.  E.  H. 

Porter,  who  sang  a  pleasing  solo.  The 
addresses  were  given  by  the  Rev. 

Chalon  Burgess  of  Silver  Creek  on 

The  Clergy,  by  Dr.  William  M.  Bemus 

of  Jamestown  upon  The  Medical  Pro- 
fession, and  Mrs.  Martha  Shaver  Mead 

of  Jamestown  upon  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  Union. 

At  the  Methodist  church.  Supervis- 
or L.  C.  Warren  of  Stockton  presided. 

Harry  Espy  sang  a  solo,  and  several 
numbers  were  rendered  by  the  Presby- 

terian choir  of  Jamestown.  The  papers 

included  the  reading  of  Dr.  Taylor's 
address  on  The  Military  History  of  the 

County,  W.  W.  Henderson's  resume  of 
the  work  of  the  Chautauqua  County 
Historical  Society,  and  the  story  of  the 
Swedish  Settlement  of  the  County,  the 

latter  wTitten  by  Professor  A.  J.  Lan- 
nes  of  Jamestown,  who  was  appointed 

to  take  the  place  on  the  program  orig- 
inally given  to  Rev.  Julius  Lincoln,  who 

was  absent  in  Europe. 

Li  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  af- 
ternoon, Charles  M.  Dow  of  James- 

town s])oke  upon  The  Business  Devel- 
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opment  of  the  County  ;  James  L.  Weeks 
presented  his  paper  upon  The  Bar  of 
the  County  and  John  W.  Spencer  of 

Cornell  University  discussed  the  coun- 

ty's agricultural  interests.  The  music 
included  vocal  solos  by  Miss  Katherine 

M.  Hennessey  and  Mrs.  Kittie  Shel- 

don, and  a  song  l)y  the  Schumann  So- 
ciety of  Westfield. 

In  the  opera  house,  the  meeting  was 

opened  with  William  Sexton  as  chair- 
man. Miss  Ethel  Sturgis  sang  accept- 
ably. Dr.  Julien  T.  Williams  of  Dun- 

kirk spoke  on  The  Speculative  Era  in 

the  History  of  Dunkirk ;  G.  E.  Ryck- 
man  told  of  the  grape-  industry  from 
its  inception  and  E.  Buckner  discussed 
the  Brocton  Community.  The  closing 
number  was  given  1)y  the  Jamestown 
Presbyterian  church  choir. 

Special  mention  ought  to  be  made  of 
the  music  rendered  at  the  various  cen- 

tennial exercises.  Not  only  was  the 

quality  of  the  voices  markedly  super- 
ior, but  the  selections  made  by  the 

committee  on  music  were  highly  suit- 
a1)le  to  the  occasion,  consisting  wholly 

of  old-time  songs  and  ballads,  which  in 
themselves  had  historical  interest  and 

recalled  pioneer  times.  A  feature  was 
the  work  of  the  choir  of  the  First  Pres- 

byterian church  of  Jamestown,  com- 
posed of  Miss  Adella  Johnson,  Miss 

Polly  Feather,  Wrothwell  Butterfield 
and  John  Hartley. 

The  throng  lingered  in  the  high 
school  1)uilding,  reluctant  to  leave  the 
remarkable  display  of  relics  there  made, 
until  late  in  the  afternoon ;  but  at  6 

o'clock  the  orchestra  from  its  station  in 
the  Jamestown  room  played  Auld  Lang 

Syne,  and  upon  this  signal  the  building 
was  left  to  the  committeemen  whose 

task  it  was  to  remove  the  exhibits  and 

return  them  to  their  respective  towns 
and  owners. 

From  the  opinion  that  the  centen- 
nial was  a  complete  and  extraordinary 

success  there  will  be  no  dissent.  Its 

intiuence  will  be  for  good  and  will  only 

become  more  potent  with  the  lapse  of 

time.  It  started  Chautauquans  to- 

wards the  next  century-post  with 
higher  resolves  and  (|uickened  energy. 

BUTTERMILK  FALLS,  WJ2STF1ELD,  N.  Y. 



ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

BY  S.  FR1:DERICK  NIXON. 

W  lu'ii  I  sec  l)et'()rc'  me  so  many  of 
those  whom  we  are  pleased  to  term 

I  he  ohl  residents  of  oin*  connty,  whom 

we  are  especiall}-  i^lad  to  have  with  ns 
on  tins  occasion,  it  occnrs  to  me  that 

the  soil  ol  onr  old  Lhantanqna  must 
still  retain  its  fair  proportion  of  the 
elixir  of  life.  Yonr  presence  at  this 

historical  spot  lends  an  especial  charm, 
and  it  is  onr  paramount  hope  that  a 
kind  and  i^enerous  providence  may 

spare  you  luany  years  to  enjoy  the 
fruits  and  ])leasures  of  life  which  you 

have  so  richl}'  earned.  There  comes 
to  my  mind  a  little  incident,  illustrat- 

ing- the  remarkable  longevity  of  pioneer 
daws,  which  m}-  frietul,  the  chairman, 
has  told  me  occurred  in  the  early  his- 

tory of  Chautauqua  County.  A  distin- 

guished gentleman,  strolling  for  pleas- 
ure, came  u])on  an  old  man,  standing 

!)}■  the  roadside,  weeping;  and  he  said 

to  him,  "How  old  are  you?"  The  old 
man  replied,  "I  have  just  turned  one 
hundred."  "And  what  could  you  find 
to  cry  about?"  and  the  old  man  wept 
bitterlx-,  as  he  replied,  "My  father 

whii)pe(l  me."  "What,  is  your  father 
still  alive?"  "Yes,  you  will  find  him 
over  in  yonder  barn,  threshing  with, 

the  Hail."  And  they  walked  over  to 
where  the  father  was,  and  the  stranger 

said,  "And  why  did  you  wdiip  your 
son.-'"  "Ah,"  he  said,  "the  young  ras- cal, 1  had  to  thrash  him  for  throwing 

stones  at  his  grandfather."  (Laughter.) 
It  is  my  pleasant  ])rivilege  at  the 

1)eginning  of  the  exerci.ses,  which  com- 

memorate the  one  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  first  white  settlement 

of  this  county,  upon  the  original  sp.^t 
where  that  settlement  was  made  by 

Colonel  McMahan,  upon  this  land 
which  formed  a  part  of  the  ten  acres 

cleared  by  him,  to  extend  to  Chautau- 
quans  a  most  generous  and  cordial 

welcome,  and  to  join  with  you  in  mut- 
ual congratulations,  when  we  come  to 

realize  what  the  past  century  of  devel- 
opment has  done  for  this  county. 

Here  it  was  that  the  first  tree  was 

felled ;  here  was  the  first  log  cabin 
builded ;  here  oegan  the  evidences  of 

prosperity  which  have  made  such  rapid 
strides  during  the  past  century,  and 

which  we,  at  a  later  day,  are  permit- 
ted to  enjoy.  The  observance  of  na- 

tional holidays  tends  to  intensify  the 

force,  the  greatness  and  patriotism 
throughout  our  country ;  and  so  will 
our  observance  of  this  occasion  tend 

to  intensify  the  pride  that  we  feel  in 

the  county  of  our  birth  or  our  adop- 
tion. Occasions  like  this  with  their  at- 

tending historical  exercises,  impress 

u])on  our  minds  most  vividly  the  hard- 
ships undergone,  the  perils  endured 

and  the  anxiety,  that  we  of  a  later  gen- 
eration might  be  permitted  to  enjoy 

not  alone  the  comforts,  but  the  luxur- 
ies of  life. 

Upon  this  spot  one  hundred  years 
ago  were  sowed  the  first  seeds  of  thrift 
and  industry.  That  was  the  seedtime  ; 
the  harvest  has  been  this  beautiful  ex- 

panse of  territory,  extending  from  the 
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shores  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Pennsylva- 

nia Hne, — that  territory  which  we  are 
permitted  to  call  by  the  most  endearing 

of  all  terms — "Our  home."  To  ac- 
complish this  required  ceaseless  hours 

of  labor  and  the  enduring  of  hardships 

and  privations ;  yet  the  early  training- 
of  those  days  developed  traits  of  char- 

acter that  will  be  the  heritage  of 
future  generations ;  and  I  believe  we 
can  truthfully  say  that  the  work  left 
undone  by  our  forefathers  has  been 

successfully  carried  out  by  the  Chau- 
tauquans  of  later  years. 

Many  of  the  early  pioneer  settlers  of 

this  county  were  of  that  old  Presbyter- 
ian Scotch-Irish  stock  which  has  been 

noted  for  its  indomitable  courage, 

and  not  infrequently,  because  of  ex- 
treme tenacity  of  opinion,  some  of 

them  may  be  said  to  have  been  of  the 
same  frame  of  mind  as  the  old  Boston 

Scotchman,  who  admitted  that,  while 

he  was  open  to  conviction,  he  would 

be  glad  to  see  the  man  who  could  con- 
vince him. 

Following  the  settlement  of  Colonel 

McMahan,  pioneers  began  locating 
along  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  and  in 

the  course  of  two  or  three  years  set- 
tlements began  springing  up  in  the 

southern  part  of  our  county.  In  1808 

the  County  of  Chautauqua  was  formed, 
but  we  were  not  to  be  permitted  to 

enjoy  the  full  complement  of  govern- 
ment until  we  had  attained  a  popula- 

tion of  five  hundred.  This  we  had  in 

181 1.  The  growth  of  our  county,  which 

for  many  years  was  practically  an  agri- 
cultural one,  has  been  rapid.  What 

was  a  population  of  five  hundred  in 

181 1  has  now  come  to  be  ninety  thou- 
sand. 

In  the  early  history  of  our  county, 
our  forefathers  instituted  the  old  New 

England  township  system  of  govern- 
ment, a  system  which  in  the  early 

years  was  the  fundamental  basis  of 

good  government.    It  meant  in  the  be- 
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ginning  simply  the  groujnng  of  fam- 
ilies. What  was  the  original  township 

of  Chautauqua  when  this  county  was 
formed,  has  l)een  divided  and  subdivid- 

ed, until  today  we  have  twenty-seven 
prosperous  townships  and  cities.  In 
the  earlv  history  of  our  county  we  en- 

joyed the  reputation  as  an  agricultural 
county,  of  l)eing  one  of  the  best,  if 
not  the  best  dairying  county  in  the 
state.  A  little  later  on  our  manufac- 

turing centers  began  to  develop,  and 
today  the  products  of  Jamestown,  Dun- 

kirk and  Silver  Creek,  three  leadinjr 
manufacturing  places,  enjoy  a  world- 

wide market.  A  little  later  on  north- 

ern Chautauqua  became  the  garden  of 
Western  New  York ;  and  during  the 
harvest  time  the  products  of  those  beau- 

tiful vineyards  that  you  see  upon 
the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  can  be  found 
in  the  markets  from  ocean  to  ocean. 

Our  forefathers  early  began  to  pro- 
vide for  the  education  of  their  children. 

The  old  log  schoolhouse  was  for  many 

years  the  house  of  learning.  This  in 
time  gave  way  to  what  in  later  days  we 
have  1)een  pleased  to  term  the  old  reo 

schoolhouse ;  and  this  in  larger  com- 
munities, to  the  academy  and  the  grad- 

ed school.  Chautauqua  in  an  early  day 

gained  a  reputation  for  its  education- 

al ideas,  and  toda}-  enjoys  the  proud  po- 
sition of  being  one  of  the  leading  edu- 

cational centers  of  the  Empire  State, 

(applause),  a  state  which  in  educational 
matters,  is  far  in  advance  of  any  of  her 
sister  states. 

In  the  early  seventies  there  was  es- 
tablished upon  the  shores  of  beauti 

ful  Lake  Chautauqua  an  institution  in 
which  I  sometimes  think  we  do  not 

have  sufficient  pride  or  interest,  an  in- 
stitution which  has  done  more  to  make 

the  name  Chautauqua  a  household 

word  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  this  land  than  anything  that 
ever  came  to  our  county.  It  was  \ 

builded  upon  a  foundation  of  rock,  and 
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llir  .'uh-<  »ni|)]i.slu'(l  and   tlu'  work 

(1..IU-  in  lln'  intrrrst  of  (  "lirist ianity  and 
cdncaliMii  1)\  ilii'  ( 'liantan(|na  Asscnil)!}' 
is  alnioNl  brxond  calculation.  \\'c  have 
toda\,  hniMin^-  in  our  hcautifnl  sis- 

ter \illa,m'  of  l-'rcdonia  an  institution 
which,  upon  conii)lction,  from  an  arch- 

itectural standpoint,  is  .i;oin<;-  to  he  the 
(incsl  educational  huildini;-  in  the  State 
of  .\e\\  York,  and  owned  by  the  state. 
.\nd  I  believe  the  time  will  come,  and 

soon,  when  that  institution  will  occupy 

the  same  re])utation  from  an  educa- 
tional standpoint  that  it  will  enjoy  upon 

c()m])leti()n  from  an  architectural. 

l"hautau(|uans  have  "-ained  prominence 
in  all  the  walks  of  life.  No  matter 

what  has  been  undertaken,  whether  in 

a  business,  commercial  or  poHtical  line, 
whether  at  home  or  abroad,  they  have 
alwa\s  been  found  able  to  maintain 

their  hii;h  reputation.  Their  success  in 
the  commercial  and  the  political  world 
is  almost  beyond  the  possibility  of  even 
a  slight  enumeration.  The  honors 

which  have  come  to  Chautauquans  in 
the  ])olitical  world  have  been  legion. 
( )ur  most  distinguished  citizen,  one 
whom  we  always  take  especial  pride 
in  referring  to  upon  an  occasion  like 

this,  Chautaucjua's  most  distinguished 
citizen,  was  born  in  the  township  of 

Carroll,  h'or  ten  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber oi  Congress,,  and  in  1864  Reuben 

I'^,.  b\mton  of  Chautauqua  defeated  Hor- 
atio Seymour  for  Governor  of  the 

Em])ire  State.  (Applause.)  He  was  re- 
elected Covernor,  and  after  his  second 

term  served  a  term  of  six  years  in  the 
Senate  of  the  Cnited  States.  The 

Thirteenth  Separate  Company,  of 
Jamestown,  which  so  graciously  con- 

sented to  ])articipate  in  this  occasion, 
and  which  I  know  we  are  all  delighted 
in  having  licre,  has  done  honor  to  its 
organization  by  adopting  the  name  of 
the  b\MUon  Guards. 

There  is  another  distinguished  gen- 
tleman, although  he  was  not  a  Chau- 

lau(|uan  b\-  birth;  who  came  here  in  the 
earh'  histor\-  of  the  count}',  and  whose 

name  will  be  revered  by  future  gen- 
erations, a  gentleman  who  came  from 

that  sturdy  old  New  England  stock,  a 

gentleman  who  located  here,  I  believe, 

in  1846,  and  you  all  know  to  whom  I 

refer,  George  W.  Patterson,  of  West- 
field.  (xApplause.)  Mr.  Patterson  was 
elected  in  1848  Lieutenant  Governor 
at  the  time  of  the  election  of  Hamilton 

Fish,  and  held  many  offices  of  trust  and 

responsibility.  In  this  community  he 

pledged  the  money  from  which  it  has 
been  possible  to  provide  an  institution 
that  will  forever  perpetuate  his  name  in 
beautiful  Chautauqua,  and  especially  in 

the  village  of  Westfield.  I  refer  to  the 

Patterson  Library,  which  was  so  mun- 
ificently endowed  by  his  very  generous 

daughter. 
1  have  not  the  time  to  refer  even  in- 

cidentally to  many  of  those  who  have 
achieved  political  and  other  honors,  but 
I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  refer  to 
two  or  three  here  today  who  have  at 
one  time  or  another  resided  within  the 

confines  of  this  towmship.  Here  it  was 

that  resided  m  an  early  day,  a  gentle- 
man who  was  one  of  our  early  pio- 

neers, the  first  man  to  hold  the  office  of 

county  judge  of  our  county — Judge 
Campbell. 

The  first  Sheriff  of  this  County,  one 

of  those  who  located  shortly  after  that 
time,  was  Colonel  David  Eason,  of  the 

town  of  Ellery.  And  there  was  an- 
other gentleman  who  has  endeared 

himself  to  northern  Chautauqua,  a 

gentleman  who,  for  many  years,  resid- 
ed upon  this  old  pioneer  farm.  I  believe 

he  purchased  it  in  the  year  1850;  and 
here  by  the  exercise  of  thrift  and  fru- 

gaHty,  he  amassed  a  fortune;  and  he 
left  that  fortune  as  an  endowment  fund 
for  the  common  schools  of  Ellery, 
Chautauqua  and  Westfield,  the  three 
towns  in  which  during  his  life  he  re- 



ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

11 

sided.  And  you  all  know  that  I  refer 
to  William  Vorce. 

There  was  another  gentleman,  who 

was  one  of  onr  early  pioneers,  and  one 

of  onr  early  sheriffs  in  this  county.  I 
refer  to  William  Sexton,  and  I  see  here 

upon  this  lawn  his  son,  who,  I  l^elieve, 

is  84  or  85  years  of  age,  the  oldest  living 

person  born  in  the  township  of  West- 
field. 

Those  to  whom  I  have  referred  have 

all  passed  away.  They  have  gone  into 

history.  There  is  today,  residing  in 

our  community  one  who,  through  the 

infirmities  of  extreme  old  age  is  unable 
to  be  with  us.  This,  to  him,  would  have 

been  an  especially  joyous  day.  He  it 
was  who  married  the  daughter  of  the 
first  settler  of  this  county.  And  I  refer 

to  Honorable  Austin  Smith  of  West- 

field,  today  in  his  ninety-ninth  year.  His 
lifetime  has  covered  much  history.  He 
was  the  first  teacher  in  the  Fredonia 

Academ}^,  the  first  academy  in  Chau- 
tauqua County ;  and  he  is  today  the 

oldest  living  graduate  of  a  college 
which  has  had  many  graduates 

throughout  this  locality,  Hamilton  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  graduated  seventy- 

six  years  ago. 
It  is  now  several  years  ago  since  the 

Chautauqua  County  Historical  Society 

suggested  the  idea  of  the  proper  ob- 
servance of  this  day.  They  have  work- 

ed most  industriously  in  the  accomp- 
lishment of  what  we  will  have  in  the 

two  days  to  come,  and  I  trust  that 

their  fondest  hopes  and  highest  ambi- 
tions may  be  realized  in  the  outcome 

of  this  celebration.  This  is  the  great- 
est historical  event  in  the  history  of 

Chautauqua  County,  and  to  them  very 

largely  is  due  the  credit  for  it ;  but 

there  is  one  member  of  that  organiza- 
tion   to    whom    should   be  extended 

special  mention  during  this  celebra- 
tion— and  1  desire  to  take  part  in  this 

occasion  so  far  as  I  am  personally  con- 
cerned, as  one  of  the  members  of  the 

executive  committee,  a  gentleman  who 
has  devoted  more  time  in  research  than 

any  other  of  his  time,  and  is  prepared  to 

properly  tell  you  of  the  historical  facts 
in  regard  to  Chautauqua  County,  and 

1  know  you  all  appreciate  whom  I 

mean,  because  he  is  the  recognized  his- 
torian of  this  county — I  refer  to  the 

Honorable  Obed  Edson. 

The  past  century  marks  the  climax 

of  development  in  the  history  of  civ- 
ilization. Decade  after  decade  has  been 

filled  with  inventions  and  develop- 
ments, which,  considered  in  detail, 

would  have  been  world  wonders.  In- 

vention has  followed  invention,  as  im- 

provements have  seemed  to  be  neces- 
sary for  the  transaction  of  the  increased 

volumes  of  business ;  and  as  we  look 

back  over  the  past  century,  and  as  we 
stand  in  an  endeavor  to  comprehend 
what  that  century  has  accomplished., 
we  wonder  what  there  is  in  prospect  for 

the  genius  and  imagination  of  the 
twentieth  century.  I  have  no  doubt 

but  that  the  same  opportunities  ex- 
ist at  the  present  time  that  existed  one 

hundred  years  ago,  and  in  the  solution 
of  these  problems,  whether  they  be  of 
a  commercial  and  manufacturing  or  of 

a  political  nature,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  sons  of  old  Chautauqua  may  in 
the  vears  to  come,  as  they  have  in  the 

vears  past,  always  maintain  a  just  and 
honorable  ])osition.  Again  I  extend 

to  you  upon  the  part  of  the  various 
committees  of  management,  a  most 

cordial,  a  most  joyous  welcome.  Our 

hospitality  is  at  your  command,  and  I 
trust  that  as  you  remain  with  us,  the 

days  may  be  fraught  both  with  pleasure 
and  profit. 
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1  am  L^lad  toilay  to  be  with  my  fellow 

citizens  ot  Chant auqna  County  on  this 

important  and  memorable  occasion- 
when  we  have  come  to  celebrate  the 

centenary  of  onr  birth.  I  am  glad  be- 

cause I,  myself,  live  here  and  also  be- 
cause five  generations  of  my  family 

have  here  found  a  home.  It  is  an  op- 
portunity of  which  1  am  pleased  to 

avail  myself,  and  the  committee,  in  the 

am])litude  of  its  generosity,  after  hav- 

ing given  out  the  various  specific  sub- 
jects, has  kindly  permitted  me  to  say 

whatever  I  might  desire. 
From  the  multitude  of  things  that 

might  appropriately  be  said  I  have 

chosen  as  the  subject  of  my  brief  re- 
marks the  condition  of  the  \vorld  in 

1802 — the  >ear  of  the  first  settlement 
of  this  county.  Indeed,  I  know  no 
other  subject  which  could  add  to  the 
chain  of  thought  presented  here  today, 
and  which  would  make  the  occasion  as 

complete  as  it  is  memorable.  Neces- 
sarily, of  course,  my  review  must  be  in 

the  nature  of  a  hasty  sketch  of  this 

great  i)eriod — about  which  many  vol- 
umes might  be  written. 

The  year  1802,  the  year  of  the  first 

settlement  in  Chautauqua  County  and 
the  year  which  we  delight  to  honor,  is 
one  of  ihe  most  important  in  human 
annals. 

It  was  a  significant  epoch  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  world — when  those  first 

settlers,  those  hardy  pioneers,  pitched 
their  tents  by  the  shores  of  our  beau- 

tiful lake.  Never  has  the  heart  of  pro- 
gress pulsated  more  fiercely  than  at  the 

beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century, 

and  the  reverberations  of  those  heart- 
beats were  also  heard  in  these  forests 

and  along  this  shore. 
The  echoes  of  the  American  Revolu- 

tion vet  lingered  in  the  air.  The  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  had  only  re- 

centlv  become  a  realization  of  liberty, 

vet  already  it  had  become  a  haven  of 

hope  to  the  world.  It  had  tolled  the 
death  knell  of  tyranny  on  this  continent 
and  had  awakened  the  oppressed  of  the 
old  world  to  aspiration  for  an  equal 
freedom. 

The  Constitution,  that  Magna  Charta 

of  democracy,  had  only  begun  to  fulfill 

its  splendid  promise,  yet  already  it  had 
become  a  guarantee  of  security  and 
the  foundation  of  our  liberties.  The 
heroes  who  with  such  noble  sacrifice 

had  won  this  priceless  heritage  w^ere 

cherished  contemporaries  of  the  found- 
ers of  this  county.  Franklin,  the  Plato 

of  the  west,  had  been  dead  but  a  few^ 
years,  and  his  homely  philosophy  still 
passed  current  in  the  speech  of  the  day. 
The  body  of  Washington,  the  prince  of 
patriots,  was  hardly  cold  in  its  tomb  at 
Mount  \>rnon,  and  his  example  still 
shone  before  his  countrymen  like  a 
guiding  star.  The  aggressive  Adams, 
the  second  president  of  the  republic, 
was  yet  in  his  matchless  prime,  and 
was  still  for  many  years  to  watch  over 
our  national  infancy  with  a  vigilant 
eye.  The  star  of  JefTerson,  the  great 
philosopher,  statesman  and  herald  of 

our  pohtical  independence  was  still  in 
the  ascendant.    He  was  now  the  chief 
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executive  of  the  nation  which  his  word 

had  called  into  being",  and  with  a  far- 
seeing  wisdom  he  was  by  the  Louisiana 
purchase  a  year  later,  to  add  to  his 
country  an  area  of  territory  of  almost 

continental  extent.  Burr  was  still  hon- 
ored for  his  brilliancy ;  ambition  had 

not  yet  seared  his  wings  ;  while  Ham- 
ilton, the  great  Federalist,  was  still 

framing  the  policy  which  has  since  be- 
come the  formula  of  our  national  pro- 

gress. Monroe  and  Madison  were  still 

to  achieve  their  laurels,  though  al- 
ready they  had  won  their  spurs.  The 

sun  of  Andrew  Jackson  had  not  yet 

dawned  upon  the  American  horizon.  It 
was  twelve  years  before  the  victory  of 
New  Orleans,  which  would  make  him 
the  hero  of  the  nation. 

Webster,  Clay  and  Calhoun,  that  im- 
mortal triumvirate  of  orators  and 

statesmen,  like  young  lions  were  still 

gathering  strength  in  o1)scurity — si- 
lently preparing  for  the  forensic  battles 

of  peace.  Like  them,  also,  John  Ouin- 
cy  Adams  and  Thomas  H.  Benton — 
and  the  other  giants  of  our  formative 

period — were  still  unknown.  Oppor- 
tunity had  not  yet  called  them,  but  they 

were  listening  and  were  eager  for  the 
fray. 

.\lready  young  America  had  shown 
her  prowess  on  the  seas  in  her  wars 

with  the  Barbary  pirates,  but  it  was 

several  years  before  Commodores  Per- 
ry and  McDonough  were  to  prove  the 

new  ensign  of  liberty  triumphant  on 

the  lakes.  In  1802  we  had  seen  the  pass- 
ing of  John  Jay,  John  Rutledge  and 

Oliver  Ellsworth ;  and  already  John 

Marshall,  the  greatest  and  most  con- 
structive of  our  chief  justices,  had  be- 

gun to  bulwark  the  grandeur  of  our 
constitutional  edifice  with  the  granite 

judgment  of  his  decisions.  Our  judi- 
ciary was  to  buttress  lil)erty  with  the 

invincible  logic  of  truth  and  no  event 

of  that  time  is  more  important  than 

Marshall's  reorganization  of  American law. 

In  1802  the  experimental  stage  of 

the  Union  was  hardly  beyond  its  first 

decade.  So  far  the  barque  of  govern- 
ment had  steered  clear  of  the  rocks  of 

disaster,  but  she  had  not  yet  reached 
the  haven  of  security.  There  were 
more  shoals  and  breakers  ahead.  Her 

captains  still  anxiously  scanned  the 
horizon,  near  and  far,  for  signs  of  the 

storm  that  all  Europe  confidently  ex- 

pected would  swoop  down  to  over- 
whelm us.  There  was  a  cloud  on  the 

sky,  but  it  was  then  only  as  large  as  a 

man's  hand,  and  many  years  were  to 
pass  by  before  the  storm  in  its  full  fury 
should  burst  upon  us.  Many  of  us 
who  stand  here  on  this  day  of  peace, 

who  have  gathered  to  pay  tribute  to  the 

memory  of  the  founders  of  our  pros- 
perity have  seen  it  descend  like  a 

whirlwind  of  death — blighting  the 
beauty  of  our  land  with  the  blood  of 
its  citizens.  But  thank  God,  we 

weathered  the  storm  and  today  lie  an- 
chored safe  in  a  sunny  harbor.  The 

danger  of  disunion  has  been  met  and 

overcome — and  the  prophecies  of  dis- 
gruntled princes  have  been  gloriously 

disproved.  In  1802  Napoleon  was  ap- 
proaching the  zenith  of  his  glory.  He 

was  yet  First  Consul,  but  already  the 

proud  name  of  Em])eror  shone  before 
him,  calling  to  conquest.  He  was 
soon  to  achieve  that  distinction  and 

was  striding  through  blood  to  empire, 

h^rance,  fired  by  our  example,  had 
tried  the  experiment  of  popular  gov- 

ernment— and  had  failed.  Rochambeau 

and  Lafayette  had  brought  back  to 
their  native  fields  the  seeds  of  liberty^ 

but  alas !  when  transplanted  into  that 

fiery  soil  they  became  not  the  growing 

greenness  of  prosperity,  but  blazed 
forth  into  a  conflagration  of  ruin. 

Kings  tottered  from  their  thrones ;  ar- 
istocracies crumbled  into  dust.  The 

])eople,  drunk  with  anarchy,  reveled  in 
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llic  1)]()()(1  of  ilu'ir  nilcTS.  "( "< )ii I nsi( )ii 
worst-  coiUoiiikKmI"  reigned  where  rea- 

son was  in\()lse(I.  "I.ihert\-,  e(|nality 

and  fraternit\,"  ihose  while  mottoes 
of  ])eae(,'.  l)ecame  thnnderl)ohs  ot  ter- 
i-or  in  the  hands  ot  an  incen(har_\-  ral)- 
hle.  I'eaee  was  l)nrie(l  with  the  re- 
(|uiem  ol  battles.  Ivelij^ion  found  its 
niartxrdom  in  mockery.  The  republic 
had  become  su])merL;ed  in  a  sea  of 
riot. 

.^nch  was  the  condition  of  France 

w  lu-n,  like  a  meteor  trailini^-  blood,  Na- 
poleon appeared.  Around  him  the  chaos 

assumed  shape  as  round  a  central  sun 
and  a  new  solar  system  l)urst  on  the 

l)()litical  heavens.  Around  this  up- 
start sun  soon  revolved  all  the  ancient 

kinj;-doms  of  luirope,  and  princes  and 
monarchies  became  his  satellites.  The 
race  that  had  forsworn  the  occasional 

dictation  of  hereditary  kings  now  gave 

willing  alliance  to  the  unyielding  des- 
])otism  of  a  self-crowned  despot.  Lib- 

erty languished  in  the  prisons  of  empire, 
ddie  experinient  of  France  had  failed! 

Eighteen  hundred  and  two  was  yet 
thirteen  years  to  Waterloo.  The 

glory  of  England  was  shrouded  in 
eclipse.  Wellington  was  but  a  heroic 

name,  Pitt  but  an  opportunist.  Na- 
poleon was  soon  to  become  dictator 

of  the  world.  His  star  of  destiny  had 

proved  everywdiere  invincible,  and  al- 

read}'  was  beginning  to  "shed  disas- 

trous twilight  on  the  nations."  Italy 
was  in  the  clutch  of  the  conqueror.  The 
Pope,  unmitered  and  shorn  of  pride, 
would  be  able  to  breathe  no  thunder 

into  his  anathemas.  His  lightnings 
w^ere  to  shine  as  laurels  around  the  im- 

perial brows  of  the  anti-Christ.  Dog- 
ma seemed  doomed.  Religion  was 

outraged  wdiere  atheism  sat  enthroned. 

Ivussia.  Austria  and  Germany  were 
each  in  turn  to  salute  the  triumph  of 
the  imperial  eagles  of  the  new  Caesar. 

Holland  and  Spain  were  each  to  own  a 
Bonaparte  as  king. 

Such  was  luirope  in  1802.  In  the 

old  world,  liberty,  like  a  white  moth 

blinded  b\-  the  light,  had  flown  into  the 

consuming  dame.  in  America — she 

was  "a  mighty  eagle  mewing  her 

x'outh,"  preening  her  pinions  for  sub- 
limer  flights.  In  1802,  this  fair  land- 

scape was  yet  a  primeval  wilderness. 
Still  in  the  shadow  of  the  forest  on  the 

shore  of  the  lake  stood  the  rude  wig- 
wam of  the  Indian.  On  its  blue  waters 

glided  his  stealthy  canoe,  and  the  silence 

echoed  with  his  war  song.  The  soli- 
tude was  yet  unbroken  by  the  screams 

of  the  locomotive.  It  was  not  till  four 

years  later  that  Fulton  invented  the 
steamboat,  which  was  to  revolutionize 
the  commerce  of  the  nations.  The  world 

was  very  large  then.  Europe  was  dis- 
tant many  weeks — and  to  New  York 

was  a  many  days'  journey.  The  great 
west  was  an  untrodden  wilderness.  Cal- 

ifornia and  all  the  intervening  vastness 
to  the  Mississippi  were  hardly  more 

than  a  myth.  The  glory  of  the  south 

w^as  a  traveler's  tale. 
Of  the  telegraph,  the  telephone  and 

the  thousand  other  conveniences  which 

have  given  to  civilization  a  new  defi- 
nition, no  one  yet  dreamed.  It  was  a 

primitive  world,  where  primitive  w^ants 
engendered  and  fostered  the  tradition 

of  primitive  virtues.  Already,  how- 
ever, Whitney  had  invented  the  cotton 

gin  ;  already  men  foresaw  a  revolution 
in  the  cotton  industry,  but  no  man 

could  foresee  that  it  would  so  strength- 
en slavery  and  the  slave  holding  states 

as  finally  to  threaten  and  attack  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Union.  Abolition  had 

not  only  not  become  an  issue,  but  ii 

was  a  word  still  w^aiting  universal 
coinage  in  the  mint  of  necessity.  The 
cities  of  the  country  were  small,  and 

many  things  that  the  poorest  of  us 

daily  enjoy  w^ould  then  even  to  the 
richest  have  seemed  an  unusual  luxurv. 

It  was  an  age  of  plain  living  and  of  high 
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thinking,  an  era  of  compelling  thought 

and  of  thoughtful  doing.  The  noble  pi- 
oneers, the  first  settlers,  did  their  duty 

to  their  time  as  they  saw  it — and  we  are 
thankful  that  they  did  it  so  well.  We 

should  be  proud  of  the  purity  of  that 

primitive  age. 

In  1802  America  already  had  contri- 
buted many  immortal  masterpieces  to 

the  political  literature  of  the  world. 

Patrick  Henry,  James  Otis  and  the 

Adamses  had  added  stature  to  elo- 

quence. Jefferson,  in  the  Declaration 

of  Independence,  had  given  the  subhm- 

est  expression  of  freedom.  The  Consti- 
tution, that  noble  crystallization  of 

many  minds,  is  so  vital  with  the  voice 

of  that  heroic  age  that  Gladstone,  per- 
haps the  greatest  of  modern  statesmen, 

calls  it :  "The  most  wonderful  work 
ever  struck  off  at  a  given  time  by  the 

brain  and  purpose  of  man." 
Years  before,  Thomas  Paine  had  giv- 

en us  his  "Crisis,"  written  m  the  stress 
of  war  on  a  drumhead.  He  was  soon  to 

add  to  our  literature  his  "Age  of  Reas- 
on." The  decisions  of  Marshall  and 

Story  have  never  been  surpassed  in 

judicial  literature  !  Democracy  had  vin- 
dicated itself  by  many  masterpieces.  It 

was  an  era  of  struggle,  and,  therefore, 

beyond  this  special  and  magnificent  ex- 
pression of  political  ideals  we  had  con- 
tributed little  to  letters.  Cooper  and 

Washington  Irving,  the  pioneers  of  our 
imaginative  literature,  were  still  in  their 

unconscious  boyhood. 
And  yet  in  the  old  world  already  had 

dawned  an  epoch  of  great  literary  activ- 
ity. Byron,  Shelley  and  Keats  were 

within  the  next  quarter  of  a  century  to 
crown  English  letters  with  the  luster  of 
their  genius.  Coleridge  had  already 

begun  his  "Rime  of  the  Ancient  Mari- 
ner," and  with  Wordsworth  was  soon 

to  found  the  celebrated  "Lake  School." 
Burke  and  Cowper  had  been  dead  but 

a  short  time  and  Southe}',  Lamb  and 

De  Ouincey  were  about  to  contril^ute 
new  splendors  to  the  literature  of  their 
country.  Ireland  was  soon  to  thrill  to 
the  melodies  of  Moore — and  it  was  but 

a  few  years  before  the  appearance  of 

"Lalla  Rookh."  Already  Burns  had 
passed  like  some  splendid  comet  over 
Scotland,  shedding  new  radiance  on  his 
native  moors,  and  in  this  very  year  the 
romance  of  Scott  flashed  on  the  world. 

France  had  not  yet  ceased  to  thrill  to 
the  inspiring  idealism  of  Rousseau,  and 
was  still  convulsed  with  the  sardonic 

laughter  of  Voltaire,  though  the  phil- 
osophers themselves  were  dead  to 

laughter  and  to  tears. 
In  Germany  Goethe  already  appeared 

gigantic,  and  the  poets  of  the  Weimer 
circle  were  soon  to  become  a  political 

and  a  literary  power.  Kant  and  Schell- 
ing  were  the  new  leaders  in  philosophy, 
and  to  the  study  of  natural  science  was 

given  a  new  impetus  in  the  universities. 

Music  and  sculpture  and  painting  nour- 
ished everywhere.  It  seemed  as  if  the 

mind  of  man  had  suddenly  expanded. 
It  was  an  era  made  memorable  by 

genius. But  the  strenuous  life  of  a  pioneering 

age  is  not  conducive  to  the  development 
of  the  artistic.  And  America  was  yet 

to  wait  many  years  for  her  Bryant,  her 

Longfellow,  her  Lowell  and  her  Emer- 
son. They  and  Hawthorne  and  Poe 

and  Whittier  were  not  to  ripen  in  this, 

the  April  of  our  history.  Our  May  and 

June  were  yet  to  come,  and  also  their 
flowers  and  golden  fruitage. 

Eighteen  hundred  and  two  was  seven 
years  before  the  birth  of  Lincoln  and  of 

Gladstone,  those  great  men,  in  whose 

biography  we  now  read  the  history  of 
their  time.  Bismarck,  and  with  him  the 

modern  German  Empire,  was  not  born 
until  1814.  Garibaldi  was  born  in  1807, 

and  the  union  of  Italy  was  still  an  un- 
fulfilled dream. 

Such  is  a  glimpse  of  the  world  in 

1802,  and  large  loom  the  events  1  have 
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iin'iilioiu'd.  1)111  to  UN  in  our  (loincslic 
cH'K'hral  ion  no  oilier  v\  v\\[  ot  lliat  N  ear 

and  period  is  so  ini])orlanl  as  llic  sct- 
iK'HU'iil  ol  lllis  county. 

Such  is  a  ,-4iiin])Sc  ol  the  world  that 

lhc\  saw  who  hnil  lcd  here  in  that  mem- 
oral  )le  siunmer  ot  i(Sc)2.  It  was  a  far 

dilTereiil  lime  and  worl  1  from  this  that 

we.  iheir  descendants,  i<now — but  there 

wr.s  mr.ch  to  be  thankful  f(jr.  liefore 

lh(-se  pioneers  lay  a  continent  of  op- 

j)()rlunilies  and  of  inhnite  i)0ssi1)ilities. 

.\nd  it  musL  l)e  an  ins[)irin;4-  thought 
lo  know  that  nou  have  all  the  world 

before  \  on.  It  is  a  fine  thing  to  have  a 

long  and  illustrious  past,  but  it  is  even 
tiner  to  feel  that  you  have  a  boundless 
future.  So  with  the  courage  of  a  stern 

conviction  ovr  fathers  began  the  found- 
ing of  the  nation,  and  so  also  they  laid 

the  foundation  of  this  community  in  the 
heart  of  the  wilderness.  And  it  may 

well  be  that  they  builded  l)etter  than 

thev  knew,  for  who  can  foresee  the  fu- 
uure?  h^ven  as  we,  they  lived  in  the 
l)resent,  content  for  the  most  part  to 

do  the  things  of  necessity's  choosing. 
i)Ut  that  they  builded  well,  the  pros- 

peritN-  of  Chautauqua  County  bears  el- 
()(|uent  witness.  And,  indeed,  why 
should  this  be  mentioned  at  all,  for  all 

may  read  the  signs  of  progress  and 
prosperity  on  every  hand?  Let  me 
rather  make  a  l)rief  analysis  of  the 
character  of  those  early  pioneers.  Let 

ly.e  recount  the  virtues  of  that  hardy 
race  that  with  the  devastating  axe 
wooed  and  won  the  wilderness. 

The  pioneering  mood  belongs  pvQ- 

eminentl}-  to  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  by 
the  Anglo-Saxon  1  mean  the  Low  Ger- 

man, the  English  and  the  Dutch.  Other 
nati(^ns  have  l^een  satisfied  to  discov- 

er and  to  explore.  The  Spanish,  the 

k'rench  and  the  Portuguese  were  no 
less  illustrious  as  navigators,  but  they 
lacked  the  genius  of  colonization.  Their 

explorations  were  usuall}-  a  quest  for  a 
romantic    Fddorado — a    search   for  a 

mythical  golden  fleece — and  with  them 
exploration  usually  meant  exploitation. 
They  could  never  successfully  transplant 
their  institutions  into  other  climes. 

The  High  (jermans — the  most  do- 
mestic and  the  most  conservative  of 

peo])les — were  net  a  seafaring  people. 

They  lacked  als(j  that  penetrating  initia- 
tive and  ])roud  individualism  which  has 

from  time  immemorial  1:»een  the  distin- 
guished characterislic  of  tneir  coLisins, 

the  Low  Germans.  These  v/ere  from 

the  earliest  times  characterized  by  an 

unconqueral^le  love  of  liberty,  which 
neither  the  legions  of  Julius  Caesar,  nor 

the  paladins  of  Charlemagne,  could 
subdue. 

It  was  this  spirit  also  which  ena1)led 
them  successfully  to  resist  the  tyranny 

of  Spain  and  the  propaganda  of  the 

papacy.  It  w^as  their  ardor  for  liberty 
that  breathed  through  their  political 
institutions  and  that  gave  them  their 

genius  for  government.  With  them 
from  prehistoric  times  until  today  it 

is  the  people  who  have  1)een  the  rulers 
and  their  chiefs  were  exalted  to  lead- 

ership on  the  shields  of  popular  ac- 
clamation. Theirs  was  ever  a  dream 

of  democracy  and  the  deed  was  cast 
into  the  mould  of  the  dream.  They 

were  traders  and  possessed  the  instinct 
ot  commerce,  and  today  the  earth  and 
the  fullness  thereof  is  theirs. 

Among  them  was  not  so  much  a  fam- 
ine for  fame  as  a  hunger  for  land,  and 

the  wilderness  that  they  discovered 

they  explored.  What  they  explored 
also  they  developed.  They  were  the 
gardeners  of  government  and  only  they 

could  successfully  transplant  an  insti- 
tution into  another  land.  Only  they 

could  engraft  their  civilization  upon  an 
alien  clime. 

Of  this  faculty  history  gives  convinc- 

ing and  conclusive  evidence.  One  af- 
ter another  the  Spanish  colonies  h.ave 

fallen  away  from  the  mother  country, 

till  shorn  of  her  glory  Spain  stands  be- 
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fore  the  world  in  all  her  naked  deform- 

ity, a  pitiable  relic  of  fallen  grandeur. 
And  wherever  she  has  sown  the  seeds  of 

her  selfishness  she  has  reaped  a  harvest 
of  hate.  Hers  has  been  a  destiny  of 

dissolution,  and  in  every  one  of  her  col- 
onies revolution  has  held  high  revelry. 

The  worm  has  doomed  the  trees  of  her 

planting,  and  they  seem  fated  to  an 
earlv  decay.  Whether  we  can  engraft 

upon  them  the  sanity  of  our  institutions 
still  remains  to  be  shown. 

French,  Italian  and  Portuguese  col- 
onization has  fared  little  better.  The 

intense  Latin  race  is  poor  in  the  pa- 

tience necessary  to  colonize  successful- 

ly. The  English  and  the  Dutch,  how- 
ever, though  originally  numerically 

nuich  inferior  to  the  Latins,  have  suc- 
ceeded in  holdmg  and  developing  a 

great  part  of  their  early  conquests  and 
discoveries.  Many  of  their  colonies,  it 
is  true,  have  unceremoniously  left  the 

overshadowing  wing  of  the  motherland, 

but  they  have  cleaved  to  the  saving  laws 
of  their  ancestors,  and  their  institutions 

are  today  substantially  the  same  as 
those  of  the  countries  to  which  they  are 

proud  to  owe  their  origin.  The  chil- 
dren have  1)ecome  more  powerful  than 

their  parents.  They  have  left  the  par- 
ental roof,  but  they  have  not  forgotten 

the  precepts  of  the  pioneers.  In  the 

noon  of  prosperity  they  are  bearing- 
golden  fruitage  which  shall,  we  hope,  at 
last  redeem  the  less  fortunate  nations 
of  the  earth. 

Our  fathers  heard  ai  voice  cry  in  the 

wilderness:  "Here  freedom  roams  un- 
fettered. Here  is  the  peace  you  crave 

— the  beauty  of  the  woods,  a  soothing 
solitude.  Here  opportunity  hangs  like 

a  golden  apple  still  unplucked.  Here 
where  no  past  is,  where  the  future  calls 

to  faith,  to  deed,  to  destiny."  And  so 
the  waves  of  population  yearly  rolled 
westward  from  the  east.  It  seems  as 

if  the  finger  of  (rod  was  pointing  to  the 
west. 

That  insatiable  land-hunger  of  the 

Anglo-Saxon  possessed  the  early  set- 
tlers of  our  country  and  would  not  be 

appeased.  That  striving  for  the  unat- 
tainable, that  sublime  discontent,  which 

we  call  aspiration,  inipelled  them 
through  the  dangers  of  the  wilderness, 
past  the  beauty  of  the  lakes,  over  oceans 

of  prairie,  across  deserts  of  disaster, 
until  at  last  they  stood  on  the  shores  of 
the  Pacific,  staring  at  a  solitude  of  sea. 

They  could  go  no  farther.  There 
were  no  more  worlds  to  discover,  there 

were  no  more  wildernesses  to  explore. 
Their  hunger  was  satisfied. 

Everywhere  on  its  journey  westward 
this  conquering  host  left  its  sentinels 

to  guard  the  stations  it  had  successively 
established.  These  sentinels  became 

the  nucleus  of  a  community,  which 

here  in  Chautauqua,  has  gradually  ])een 
expanded  into  a  county.  1  know  no 
more  interesting  psychological  study 
than  that  of  the  attitude  of  mind  of  the 
first  settlers  of  the  woods.  It  is  not 

hard  to  divine  why  hordes  of  immi- 
grants have  from  the  earliest  days  until 

now  fiocked  to  our  shores.  They  have 
come  for  that  li1)erty  denied  at  home. 

They  would  seek  here  that  security 

which  monarch)-  refuses  them.  They 

long  for  that  opportunity-  which  Europe 
can  no  longer  give. 

But  the  early  settlers  w^ho  sought  a 
home  in  the  wilderness  were  not  impell- 

ed to  hardship  by  such  motives  as  these. 
Everywhere  in  wide  America  was  an 
equality  of  freedom  and  of  opportunity. 
Xew^  York  state  alone  was  sufficient  to 

harbor  with  comfort  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  America.  Then  what  motive 

drove  those  early  settlers  to  court  the 

dangers  of  the  wilderness  ?  The  popu- 
lous communities  couM  give  them  equal 

civil  liberty  and  far  greater  security. 

Then  wh}-  westwar;!  to  hardship  and 
discomfort  ? 

It  w^as,  I  l)tlieve.  the  spirit  of  adven- 
ture.   The  more  adventurous  left  home 
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and  kiiidrt'd  for  llu-  iinccTl aiiit ics  o;  the 

unknown.  'I'hvy  l)ccanic  llu-  piraU'S  ol 
llu'  torc'si — the  bnccanccrs  of  the-  wil- 

derness— tlie  rovers  of  the  ])lains.  The 

blood  of  the  \  ikino-s  heat  strong  in 
llu'ir  hearts,  the  restless  si)irit  of  the 
Xorse  legends  inllanied  their  souls. 
ddie\  were  the  deseendants  of  a  heroic 

race,  and  in  them  burned  the  conquer- 
ing impulse  that  flooded  ancient  Europe 

with  Teutonic  hordes.  It  was  the  si)irit 

of  the  pioneer,  which  cannot  be  quench- 
ed, and  wh.ich  manifests  itself  in  myriad 

\\a\s.  now  in  war  and  conquest,  in  ex- 

pl(H-ation  and  adventure;  now  in  science 
and  literature,  in  art  and  poetry.  When 

the  physical  and  material  is  overcome, 
it  soars  upward  toward  the  spiritual. 
When  the  work  of  the  warrior  and  the 

settler  is  done  it  reappears  in  a  Morse 
or  an  Edison.  It  is  the  spirit  of  the 

])ioneer  that  makes  for  progress  and  for 

evolution — which  impels  humanity  from 
its  natal  clay  to  God  its  Creator,  thus 
completing  the  circle  of  being.  It  is 
the  genius  of  poetry  that  charms  the 
centuries  with  the  grandeur  of  Milton 
and  the  beauty  of  Shakespeare.  It  is 
the  soul  of  music  and  the  dream  of  art. 

Groping  blindly  toward  a  large  des- 
tiny those  early  pioneers  laid  the  foun- 

dation of  that  continentalism  which  to- 

day is  our  greatness  and  our  boast. 

Blazing  paths  through  the  wilderness, 

reclaiming  the  waste  places  and  appar- 
ently seeking  self,  they  established  a 

community  of  interests  that  has  made 

the  continent  one — one  in  purpose,  in 
thought  and  in  aspiration.  It  was 
thus  that  the  settlement  became  the 

community,  and  the  communitv,  the 
city.  It  was  thus  that  the  cities  were 
combined  into  the  states  and  territories. 

It  was  thus  again  that  these  sought  rep- 
resentation in  a  national  capital — from 

which  like  a  national  heart  the  laws  

the  blood  of  pojndar  thought,  surge 
back  through  the  arteries  of  the  states 
to  the  extremities  of  the  body  politic. 

Toda)-,  theref(U-e,  we  have  come  to 
honor  these  builders  of  communities, 

because  it  was  they  who  also  became 
the  builders  of  the  nation.  Their  work 

was  more  than  mere  co-operation ;  it 
was  foundation.  And  today  as  we  gaze 

at  the  overshadowing  dome  of  our  co- 

lossal empire,  as  we  wonder  at  its  beau- 
ty and  contemplate  its  blessing  to  the 

world,  let  us  remember  that  it  stands 
so  firm  in  its  grandeur  only  because 

superincumbent  upon  the  granite  foun- 
dation of  the  pioneers.  Deep  in  the 

earth  is  that  foundation,  and  the  names 

of  many  of  the  builders  are  forgotten 

in  the  fame  of  the  few  who  are  remem- 
bered, but  all  honor  be  theirs  !  Not 

the  honor  of  marble  obelisks  or  of  sculp- 
tured columns,  not  the  praise  of  story 

or  the  triumph  of  song,  but  of  right 

living  of  that  noble  thinking  which 
translates  itself  into  well  doing,  of  that 

purity  of  thought  which  becomes  power 
of  deed,  of  that  civic  virtue  which  means 

personal  sacrifice,  of  that  ardor  which 
is  devotion,  of  that  consecration  which 

is  prayer. 

Eorget  not  that  also  w^e  are  pioneers. 
It  may  not  be  ours  to  hew  a  settlement 

from  the  wilderness  and  to  open  a  path- 
way through  the  forest.  It  may  not 

be  ours  to  found  cities  and  to  organize 

states.  But  we  have  a  duty  no  less  ar- 
duous, a  work  no  less  grand.  It  is  to 

cherish  the  seeds  of  their  example  and 

to  plant  them  in  every  home.  It  is  to 

keep  pure  the  institutions  which  they 
planted  in  the  peace  of  those  early 
years.  It  is  to  grow  up  to  the  heignt 
of  their  aspiration.  It  is  to  bring  the 

glad  message  of  liberty  to  the  dark 
places  of  earth,  that  we  may  share  with 
others  the  glory  of  our  gladness.  It 
is  to  expand  boundaries  only  to  extend 
blessings.  It  is  to  attain  empire  that 
we  may  enforce  freedom.  It  is  to  be 

prosperous  that  we  may  remain  peace- 
ful. This  is  the  w^ork  of  the  pioneers 

of  the  coming  century.     This  only  is 
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the  ambition  worthy  of  us  and  of  our 

forefathers.  This  is  our  duty  and  the 

destiny  of  America. 

The  part  of  the  pioneer  is  never  done. 

I^orcver  there  are  stars  to  he  discov- 

ered. Always  there  are  ideals  still 

slumbering  in  the  marble  mass  of  op- 

portunity which  wait  the  wakening-  thrill 

arc  peaks  1)c_\ond,  untrodden  bv  the 
loot,  \vhich  look  serenely  on  a  promised 
land.  A\^)ul(l  we  attain  them  we  must 

])rocced  sure-footed  in  the  troublous 

path  of  the  ]n-esent  that  leads  through 
the  mists  of  our  high  destiny.  Yet  we 
know  that  tlie  feet  of  faith  can  never 

stumble,  and  to  go  onward  is  to  mount 

upward — star\vard.    Let  us  glory  that 

of  the  sculptor's  touch.    Always  there     we,  too,  are  pioneers  ! 
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INTRODUCTORY 

The  limited  space  devoted  in  tiiese 

annals  to  a  oreneral  history  of  the  coun- 

ty, renders  it  impossible  to  do  full  jus- 
tice to  all  of  its  eirly  settlers.    Only  the 

leading  events  in  thj  hundred  years  of 

its  history  can  be  chronicled  in  the  fol- 

lowing pages,  consequently  the  names 

of  many  prominent  pioneers  and  rep- 
resentative citizens,  not  distinctly  con- 

nected with  this  narrative,  may  not  be 

even  mentioned.      The  writer  had  in- 
tended at  some  time  to  have  written  a 

fuller  and  more  detailed  history  of  the 

towais  and  county  than  his  present  space 
will  admit.    It  is  believed  however  that 

in  the  sketches  of  the  town  history  that 

accompany  this  record  some  amends 
for  such  unavoidable   omissions  have 

been  made.    For  more  information  re- 
specting the  early  settlers  the  reader  is 

referred  to  Young's  History  of  Chau- 
tauqua County,  also  to  the  History  of 

Chautauqua  County  published  by  W.  A. 
Ferguson  &  Co.,  in   1894,  where  the 
annals  of  each  town  are  given. 

Of  the  latter  work  the  author  of  the 

•following  pages  was  a  principal  writer. 

He  has  there  given  in  addition  to  the 

history  of  the  county  some  account  of 
its  geology  and  archeology,  and  a  more 
full  and  particular  history  of  the  events 
recorded  in  many  of  the  early  chapters 
of  these  annals.  It  is  here  the  purpose 

as  far  as  possible,  without  impairing 
the  character  of  the  book  as  a  connected 

and  continuous  history,  to  give  matter 
and  relate  events  that  are  not  contamed 
in  that  work. 

The  esteem  that  a  Chautauquan  has 

for  his  county  is  in  some  measure  due 
to  the  fact  that  so  many  of  its  citizens 
have  taken  an  interest  in  cultivating 

and  preserving  its  history.  A  brief  re- 
view of  what  has  been  done  in  this  re- 

spect may  not  be  inappropriate  here. 
The  first  contribution  to  the  history 

of  the  county  throuh  the  press  was 
made  by  the  Hon.  Samuel  A.  Brown  of 

Jamestown,  an  early  and  wellknown 
lawyer,  and  for  ten  years  its  district 
attorne}\  In  183 4  he  wrote  a  sketch  of 

the  county  which  was  published  in  num- 
bers, in  the  Jamestown  Journal.  In 

1847        delivered  a  series  of  lectures 
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before  the  students  of  the  Jamestown 

Academy  upon  the  history  of  the  town 
of  Ellicott. 

In  1846  Hon.  E.  F.  Warren,  long  a 

resident  of  the  county,  at  one  time  its 

Surrogate,  and  later  its  County  Judge, 

prepared  a  small  history  of  the  county, 

which  was  published  by  J.  Warren 

Fletcher  of  Jamestown. 

Before  all  others,  Dr.  E.  T.  Foote  has 

done  the  most  to  preserve  the  history 

of  its  pioneer  settlers  and  settlements. 

He  became  a  resident  of  Jamestown  in 

1815.  Besides  filling  other  important 
official  positions,  he  was  for  twenty 

years  its  first  judge,  ending  with  the 
year  1843.  was  the  leader  in  a 
great  number  of  early  enterprises  to 
advance  its  business  interests,  and  to 

promote  the  moral  welbbeing  of  its 
people.  It  may  be  truly  said  that  for 

many  years  he  was  himself  an  important 
factor  in  its  history.  He  acquired  an 
extensive  acquaintance  with  the  early 

settlers,  and  a  full  and  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  early  events.  He  was  a  man  of 

ability,  had  a  strong  love  for  his  coun- 
ty, and  a  desire  to  preserve  its  history, 

and  earh'  commenced  to  collect  mater- 
ial for  that  purpose.  Although  during 

his  later  years  he  was  a  resi  'e:it  of  New 
Haven,  he  contmued  to  accumulate  n.a- 
terial  for  the  chronicles  of  the  county. 
Although  a  clear  and  accurate  writer, 

his  advanced  years  prevented  the  con- 
summation of  his  labors  by  the  prep- 

aration of  a  book.  So  he  turned  over 

his  ample  material  to  Andrew  W. 

Young,  the  wellknown  author  of  Civil 
Government  and  other  valuable  books, 

an  experienced  and  competent  his- 

torian, who,  with  Judge  Foote's  aid, 
produced  wdiat  is  known  as  "Young's 
History  of  Chautauqua  County,"  a  valu- 

able book,  to  which  the  writer  of  the 

following  pages  had  the  honor  of  con- 
tributing the  first  part,  and  other  por- 

tions of  the  book. 

In  1887,  Dr.  Gilbert  W.  Hazeltine 

wrote  and  published  an  interesting  his- 
tory of  the  town  of  Ellicott,  compiled 

largely  from  his  personal  recollections. 
It  is  written  with  al)ility  and  contains 
pleasing  reminiscences  of  the  early  set- 

tlers and  settlement  of  Jamestown.  » 

In  1883  the  Chautauqua  Society  of 
History  and  Natural  Science  was  form- 

ed, and  thereafter  historical  research 

was  greatly  stimulated,  and  many  val- 
uable papers  were  prepared  and  read  by 

different  contributors  at  its  regular 
meetings  usually  held  at  places  on 
Chautauqua  Lake.  The  late  Prof.  Sam- 

uel G.  Love  and  Dr.  W.  W.  Henderson, 
both  of  Jamestown,  were  the  leaders  in 

founding  this  organization  and  were  its 
most  efficient  supporters.  Professor 
Love  was  president  of  the  society  until 
his  decease.  Doctor  Henderson  has 

served  as  its  secretary  during  its  whole 
existence.  Its  efficiency  is  due  to  him 
more  than  to  any  other.  Professor 
Love  and  Doctor  Henderson  have  both 

contributed  valualjle  papers  to  its  ar- 
chives. 

The  venerable  Dr.  H.  C.  Taylor  of 
Portland  succeeded  Professor  Love  and 

is  now  president  of  the  society.  Many 

papers  of  the  first  value,  not  only  foi 

their  historic  research,  but  for  their  lit- 
erary merit,  have  been  contributed  by 

Doctor  Taylor.  His  history  of  the  town 
of  Portland  is  the  most  comprehensive 

and  complete  of  any  history  of  a  town 
in  the  state. 

Judge  L.  Bugbee  of  Stockton,  a  lead- 
ing meml^er  of  the  society  whose  life 

was  passed  among  the  old  settlers  of 
the  gounty,  and  who  was  familiar  with 

pioneer  life,  has  contributed  many  inter- 
esting and  excellently  written  articles 

in  loving  remembrance  of  the  old  set- 

tlers, chief  among  which  is  "Pioneer 
Homes  and  Characteristics,"  a  classic 
of  its  kind  ;  presenting  in  a  vivid  and 

truthful  manner,  the  best  pictures  of 
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riu-  lah-  I  )r.  Ilcnry  l\ayin<)ii<l  I^o.l;- 
tTs.  of  l)i!nkirls,  has  made  the  most  \'al- 
iiahlc  c<  )ntrihiili<  )Ks  to  tlic  society  (jf  a 

scieiitilic  charaoler.  l!is  "New  Phil- 

oso|)h\  of  the  Sun,"  tirst  i)reseiited  l^e- 
lore  tlu-  soeiet\  in  a  series  of  ])a])ers, 
has  inet  with  more  than  loeal  eonmien- 
(lation,  and  has  attr^i.eted  the  attention 

and  received  tlie  a])])roval  of  distin- 
^uislied  scientists.  Trof.  James  T.  Ed- 

wards, iJr.  Ai  A\'aterhouse  and  John  M. 
lulson.  of  \\  hatcom,  Washington,  have 
also  contril)nted  papers  bearing  upon 
tlie  natnral  history  of  the  county. 

It  was  under  tlie  auspices  of  this  so- 
ciety that  a  history  of  the  count)^  of 

which  the  author  of  the  fohowing  pages 
was  the  i)rinci])al  \vriter,  \vas  published 

in  icS(j4,  by  W.  A.  Ferguson  &  Co.  To 

the  exj^erience  and  abihty  of  W.  A.  Fer- 
guson and  (Georgia  Drew  IMerriU,  its 

l)ublisher  and  editor,  'is  the  excellence 
of  that  book  greatly  due. 

'Jdie  latest  work  of  the  society  has 
l)een  in  connection  w-ith  the  late  cele- 

bration of  the  centennial  year  of  the 

settlement  of  the  County  in  which  it  was 
was  the   tirst   mover.    The  enterDrise 

w  as,  h(n\'ever,  luade  successful  through 

the  hearty  co-oi)eration  of  the  Board  of 
Snpervisors,  the  financial  aid  given 
it  1)\-  liberal  Chautauquans,  and  by  the 
enicient  and  energetic  efforts  of  many 

])rominent  citizens,  particularly  by  the 
ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  village  of 
Westfield,  and  1)y  the  zeal  of  the  people 
of  the  county  generally. 

(  )thers  have  made  valuable  contribu- 
tions to  our  historical  records.  Oscar 

W.  Johnson,  among  the  other  excellent 
historical  sketches,  has  preserved  in  a 
masterpiece  of  elegant  English,  the 

Early  History  of  the  Town  of  Pomfret. 
Among  the  many  others  wdio  in  the  past 
and  prior  to  the  centennial  celebration 
have  made  considerable  contributions 

to  the  literature  of  the  county,  we  may 

mention:  Daniel  Sherman,  R.  P.  Mar- 

vin, Rev.  W.  L.  Hyde,  Willard  McKin- 
stry.  Rev.  H.  H.  Moore,  Marcus  Sack- 
ett,  C.  R.  Lockw^ood,  Nathan  Brown, 
Olof  A.  Olson,  Elijah  Bishop,  Rev. 

Chalon  Burgess,  Henry  Severance.. 

Theodore  A.  Case,  George  E.  McLau- 
ry,  Marian  L.  Dickinson,  Mrs.  Bela  B. 
Lord,  Martha  T.  Henderson,  Newel 

Cheney,  Abner  Hazeltine,  E.  A.  Ross 
and  William  S.  Blaisdell. 

15AKCEI.ONA. 



CHAPTER  I 

INDIAN  OCCUPATION  AND  WARS,  FRENCH  AND  ENGLISH  EX- 

PLORATIONS   AND   EXPEDITIONS  BEFORE 

THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 

PERIOD   PRIOR  TO    1 776. 

The  forest  here, 
Rivers  and  stiller  waters  paid 
A  tribute  to  the  net  and  spear, 
Of  the  red  ruler  of  the  shade. 

Bryant. 

Before  we  begin  the  story  of  the  set- 
tlement of  otir  county  of  Chautauqua, 

let  us  briefly  review  the  history  of  dis- 

covery and  conquest,  that  led  the  pio- 
neer to  seek  its  forest  aisles.  French 

enterprise  far  outstripped  the  English 

in  exploring  and  settling  the  continent. 

In  161 5,  before  the  landing  of  the  Pil- 
grims, the  French,  led  by  Champlain, 

had  penetrated  hundreds  of  miles  into 
the  wilderness  and  reached  the  distant 
shores  of  Lake  Huron.  There  he  learned 

that  the  country  southeast  of  Lake  Erie, 

where  lies  Chautauqua  County,  was  the 

home  of  the  Je-go-sa-sa — as  the  Sene- 
cas  called  them — the  Fries,  or  the  na- 

tion of  the  Cat.  The  same  year,  and  be- 
fore Miles  Standish  smote  the  heathen 

with  his  sword  of  Damascus,  Ettiene 

Brule,  Champlain's  interpreter,  guided 
by  twelve  Hurons,  had  traversed  the 
wilderness  of  Western  New  York  and 

visited  the  country  of  the  Fries  and  Car- 
antouan,  their  principal  village. 

In  1656,  in  a  fierce  war  with  the  Iro- 
quois, the  Fries  were  destroyed  and 

ceased  to  exist  as  a  nation.  Their  war- 
riors were  mostly  slain,  their  women 

and  children  driven  from  their  villages, 

perished  in  great  numbers  in  the  wil- 
derness. Their  towns,  of  which  we  find 

such  numerous  remains  in  our  county, 

were  destroyed,  or  went  to  decay,  and 

their  rudely  cultivated  fields  were  cov- 
ered with  a  forest  growth  again. 

The  young  Frenchman,  La  Salle,  the 

most  remarkable  explorer  that  ever  vis- 
ited this  continent,  on  his  voyage  west- 

ward in  the  Grifiin,  the  first  vessel  to 

spread  its  sails  to  the  breezes  of  Lake 
Erie,  in  1679,  passed  in  plain  sight  of 
the  forest  covered  hills  of  Chautauqua. 

Two  or  three  years  later  he  journeyed 
westward  from  the  Onondaga  country 

in  New  York,  to  the  headwaters  of  the 

Ohio."  "After  fifteen  days'  travel,"  says 

his  ancient  biographer,  "he  came  to  a 
little  lake  six  or  seven  miles  south  of 

Lake  Erie,  the  mouth  of  which  opened 

southeastward."  There  is  little  doubt 
that  this  was  Chautauqua  Lake,  and 
that  La  Salle  and  his  companions  were 

its  first  European  visitors.  At  that  time 

there  must  have  remained  many  evi- 
dences of  the  great  calamity  that  had 

then  so  recently  befallen  the  Fries ; 
al^andoned  cornfields  grown  up  to  briars 

and  saplings,  fallen  palisades — the  sites 
of  their  longhouses — overrun  by  nettles 
and  fireweed,  and  now  and  then,  amid 
wood  flowers  and  forest  verdure  the 

veliow^  bones  of  a  murdered  Erie.  Now, 

nearly  two  and  one-half  centuries  after 
the  fires  of  the  Fries  have  been  put  out, 
there  remains  in  Chautauqua  County 

abundant  evidence  of  their  ancient  oc- 
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cnpation.  Mdw  llian  tliii-l\-  ciUrriich- 
iiKMils  cMiclosiii!^'  Iroin  < )iu'-l()iirlh  >)l  an 
acre  to  Umi  acres,  are  l<ii()\\n  to  have 

exisled  within  the  limits  of  tlie  connly  : 

At  least  ten  aloni^-  the  conntrx  horder- 

ini;  the  C  "assadai^a  Creek;  as  many 
more  aloni^-  the  \  alley  of  Clear  Creek 
in  hllim^ton  ;  a  half  a  dozen  or  more 

in  the  towns  aloni^'  Lake  khde  ;  several 
aronnd  Chantan(|na  Lake  and  its  ont- 

lakes  and  hills  were  as  familiar,  and  as 

dear,  as  the}'  are  now  to  us ;  that  in 
these  shallow  se])nlchres  are  the  re- 

mains (jf  men  who  fong-ht  for  home  and 
kindred,  as  men  have  done  ever  since 

the  human  race  beL';an. 

It  is  the  spot  I  came  to  seek — 
My  father's  ancient  burial  place Ere  trom  these  vales,  ashamed  and  weak 
V,  ithdrew  cur  ancient  race. 

I  .\  I) IAN  MOUND. 

let,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  county. 
Six  or  seven  of  these  earthworks  are 

now  in  perfect  preservation,  and  a  few 
more  but  partly  obliterated. 

Sometimes  the  plow  in  the  spring- 
time reveals  the  mouldering  relics  of  an 

ancient  burial  place  that  had  long  been 
hid  beneath  the  sward  of  some  green 
hillside,  or  in  a  grassy  valley ;  a  melan- 

choly reminder  that  this  was  once  the 
home  of  another  race,  to  whom  these 

Ii  is  the  spot — I  know  it  well — 
Ot  which  our  old  traditions  tell. 

This  bank  in  wnich  the  dead  were  laid 
Was  sacred  when  its  soil  was  ours; 

Hither  the  silent  Indian  maid 
Brought  wreaths  of  beads  and  flowers, 

And  the  grey  chief  and  gifted  seer 
Worshiped  the  god  of  thunders  here. 

Ah  little  thought  the  strong  and  brave 
Who  bore  their  lifeless   chieftain  forth — 

Or  the  young  wife  that  weeping  gave 
Her  first  born  to  the  earth, 

That  the  pale  race  who  waste  us  now, 
Among  the  bones  should  guide  the  plow. 

Bryant. 
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Besides  low  mounds  in  which  many 
were  buried  in  confused  masses, separate 

graves  of  many  others  have  from  time 
to  time  been  discovered.  About  one 

mile  south  of  Sinclairville,  not  far  fiom 
an  old  intrenchment,  there  seems  to 

have  been  an  extensive  cemetery.  In  a 

single  mound,  opened  May  25,  1887. 

when  the  writer  was  i)resent,  were  re- 

trenchments and  ash  heaps,  arrowheads, 

stone  axes,  ornaments  of  stone,  pipes 

of  clay  and  other  implements  are  still 

abundantly  found,  while  flint  arrow- 
heads lost  by  the  Indians  in  their  hunt- 

ing excursions,  arc  found  on  almost 
every  farm. 

Prior  to  and  at  the  time  of  the  de- 
struction   of    the    Erics,    there  dwelt 

vealed  more  than  fifty  skeletons.  Not 

many  rods  away,  other  mounds  and 
graves  had  previously  been  opened, 
disclosing  the  bones  of  many  of  their 
dead.  Hearths  of  their  longhouses, 

and  ash  heaps,  some  of  them  extensive, 
numerously  exist  in  all  parts  of  the 
county ;  also  caches  for  preserving  their 
corn.      In  and  around  these  old  in- 

PREHISTORIC  BONES. 

around  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  several 

nations  of  Indians,  who  were  of  the 

same  race,  spoke  a  language  much 

alike,  practised  the  same  customs,  and 
undoubtedly  were  once  one  people.  The 

valley  of  the  Mohawk,  and  the  country 
westward  in  the  state  of  New  York  to 

the  Genessee  River,  was  the  territory  of 

the  Iroquois  or  Six  Nations.    In  Can- 
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ada  between  l.akt-  Sinicoc  and  the 

(  leor-^ian  \\-<\\\  were  the  homes  of  the 

llnrons.  Aloni;-  the  northern  shore  of 

Lake  iM-ie  and  extencHng-  east  of  the 
Xiai^ara  River  toward  the  Iro(juois,  was 
the  conntry  of  the  Neutral  nation.  The 
lories  hved  in  Chautaiuina  County  and 

their  territories  expended  a  Httle  eastward 
towards  the  Iroquois,  and  westward 

along:  the  southern  shore  of  Lake  Erie. 
North  of  the  Eries,  and  between  Lake 

Erie  and  the  dominions  of  the  Iroquois, 
and  not  far  from  the  borders  of  our  own 

eounty,  the  precise  location  of  which  is 

not  certainly  knowm,  once  dwelt  a  kin- 
dred people  called  the  Wenrohronons, 

or  Ahouenrochrhonons,  a  small  tribe 

allied  to  the  Neutrals,  and  once  the  as- 
sociate nation  of  that  people.  For  some 

cause,  enmity  arose  betw^een  them.  The 
domain  of  the  Iroquois,  their  common 
foe,  and  the  fiercest  and  most  warlike 
of  these  nations,  extended  near  them. 

The  Wenrohronons  being  weak  in  num- 
bers, feared  that  they  might  be  exter- 

minated by  one  or  the  other  of  their 
enemies,  so  they  sent  a  deputation  of 
the  most  intelligent  of  their  people  to 
the  Hurons,  and  asked  to  be  taken  into 
that   nation.     The    Hurons,   in  their 

councils  and  assemblies,  fully  considered 
the  matter,  and  decided  to  receive  them 

wdiereupon   the   Wenrohronons  aban- 
doned their  old  homes  in  Western  New 

York  and  traveled  through  the  wilder- 
ness to  the  land  of  the  Hurons  on  Lake 

Simcoe.    The  Hurons  sent  a  delega- 

tion to  escort  them  through  the  terri- 
tories of  their  enemies,  and  to  assist 

them  in  carrying  their  household  goods 
and  little  children.    There  were  over 

600  of  the  Wenrohronons,  a  majority 
of  wdiom  were  w^omen  and  children.  So 

great  w^as  their  fatigue  that  many  of 
them  died  on  their  way,  and  nearlv  all 

(1)  William  H.  C.  Hosmer,  an  early  poet 
oi  merit  of  Western  New  York,  known  as 

the  "bard  of  Avon,"  of  Livingston  Co.,  N.  Y.. 
in  his  principal  poem  entitled  "Yonnondio," 

were  sick  at  the  end  of  their  journey. 

When  news  of  their  approach  was  re- 
ceived at  the  nearest  Huron  village  all 

of  its  inhabitants  went  out  to  meet  them 

and  received  them  with  the  greatest 

kindness.  No  civilized  people  could 

have  displayed  more  sympathy  and  hu- 
manity than  the  Hurons.  iney  gave 

these  strangers,  who  in  their  extremity 

liad  sought  refuge  among  them,  the 
l)est  places  in  their  cabins,  they  opened 

their  granaries  of  corn,  which  the  W en- 
rohronons  w^ere  given  the  liberty  to  use 

as  their  own.  Father  Jerome  Lale- 
mant,  the  Jesuit,  was  present  among  the 
Hurons  at  the  time,  and  witnessed  these 

occurrences.  This  hegira  of  the  W^en- rohronons  took  place  in  1639. 

The  Hurons  and  the  Iroquois  were 
implacable  foes.  In  1642  they  engaged 
in  a  fierce  war  which  resulted  in  the 

annihilation  of  the  Hurons,  and  the 

massacre  of  the  French  Jesuits  living 

among  them.  In  165 1,  in  another  sav- 
age war  the  Iroquois  entirely  wiped  out 

the  Neutrals.  In  1656,  between  1,000 

and  2,000  warriors  of  the  Iroquois  en- 
tered the  territory  of  the  Eries,  and  with 

savage  fury  assaulted  one  of  their  towns 
which  was  resolutely  defended  by  the 

Eries,  who  fought  with  poisoned  ar- 
rows. It  was  finally  carried  by  the  Iro- 

quois, with  a  slaughter  so  terrible  as  to 

wholly  destroy  that  people.  The  Sene- 
cas,  a  nation  of  the  Iroquois,  have  a 
tradition  that  on  the  night  after  the 
1)attle,  the  forest  was  lighted  up  by  a 

thousand  fires,  at  each  of  which  an 

Erie  was  burning  at  the  stake.  Chau- 
tauqua County  was  the  scene  of  much 

of  this  savage  strife,  but  where  the  final 
encounter  occurred  is  not  at  this  time 

precisely  known  (i). 

Among  the  many  evidences  that  the 
earthworks  in  Chautauqua  County  are 

alluding  to  these  wars  waged  by  the  Iro- 
quois, puts  into  the  mouth  of  an  Iroquois 

warrior  these  words: 
Our  muffled  tread  at  midnight  deep, 
The  Huron  heard  not  in  his  sleep — 
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the  remains  of  the  conquered  Eries,  is 

that  furnished  by  the  ancient  French 

map  of  Frankuelin,  dated  1684,  less  than 

thirty  years  after  the  overthrow  of  that 

people,  upon  which  Lake  Erie  and  the 

Allegheny  River  are  represented.  On 

the  upper  waters  of  that  river,  and  to- 
wards Lake  Erie  at  a  location  corre- 

erous  remains  of  the  earthworks  found 

in  Eastern  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus 
Counties.  The  people  Hving  south  of 
Lake  Erie  are  called  Kentaientonga. 

Upon  several  old  maps  made  by  the 

French  Chautauqua  Lake  is  called  Oni- 
asont  or  Oniassont,  and  the  people  who 
inhabit  the  region,  Ontarononas,  and  on 

one  map  Oniassontkeronons.    A  village 

EARTHWORK  OFTHE  ERIES. 

ELLINGTON  VILLAGE 
c HAUTAuai'A  coumy.  n.v. 

sponding  with  that  of  Chautauqua 

Lake,  is  noted  in  words  of  French  "two 

villages  destroyed,"  and  east  of  this  lo- 
cality is  noted  "nineteen  villages  de- 

stroyed." This  last  reference  is  probably 
to  the  villages  represented  by  the  num- 

is  represented  as  having  been  located  at 
Bemus  Point.  Oniasont  is  the  first  rec- 

ord we  find  of  a  name  for  Chautau(|ua 
Lake.  The  word  is  said  to  mean  a  lake 

with  a  narrow  connecting  strait ;  ( )ni- 
asa,  a  neck  or  throat  (2). 

Still  as  the  dew  by  evening  wept, 
We  stole  upon  him  while  he  slept; 
The  knife,  in  darkness,  pierced  his  side, 
The  gore  upon  his  scalp  is  dried. 
The  prowling  Eries  of  the  Lake 
Our  chain  of  friendship  dared  to  break; 
The  waters  moan  upon  the  shore. 
Their  feet  will  print  its  sands  no  more. 
As  flame  consumes  the  yellow  leaves, 
When  the  sad  wind  of  autumn  grieves, 

Their  warriors  perished  in  the  fire 
Of  our  wild,  unrelenting  ire — 
We  took  no  captives,  and  their  race 
Among  the  tribes  nave  now  no  place; 
Well  was  the  work  of  ruin  done! 
Their  bones  bleach  in  the  rain  and  sun; 
Hushed  are  the  chase-grounds  where  they ranged ; 

To  ashes  cold  their  huts  are  changed; 
Their  bows  are  broken,  and  the  deer, 
Unscared  by  fchaft,  is  browsing  near. 



28 CENTHNNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

(2)  I  am  indebted  to  Hon.  Dilworth  M.  Silver  of  Buffalo,  a  thorough  investigator 
in  the  Indian  archaeology  of  AVestern  New  York,  for  valuable  assistance  and  informa- 

tion concerning  these  maps. 
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From  the  destruction  of  the  Eries 

until  its  settlement  by  the  pioneers  of 
the  Holland  Purchase,  Chautauqua 
County  continued  the  domain  of  the 

Senecas,  the  most  western  of  the  Iro- 
quois nations.  Sixty  years  after  the 

death  of  La  Salle,  we  find  France  and 

England  engaged  in  an  earnest  conten- 
tion respecting  the  boundary  between 

their  possessions  in  America.  France 

in  order  more  distinctly  to  assert  her 

rights  to  the  disputed  territory,  in  1749 

sent  Capt.  Bienville  De  Celoron,  a  chev- 
alier of  the  Order  of  St.  Louis,  from  La 

agers.  He  then  pushed  over  the  diffi- 

cult portage  to  the  head  of  Chautauqua 
Lake,  where  he  arrived  on  the  22d. 

On  his  arrival,  he  and  his  companions 
must  have  been  impressed  with  the 

lovely  and  tranquil  scene,  as  it  ap- 
peared on  that  summer  day.  He  saw 

l^efore  him  a  placid  and  sequestered 
lake,  stretching  away  southeast  into  the 

]:)rimeval  forest,  its  beauty  enhanced  1)y 
the  dark  and  silent  wilderness  that  sur- 

rounded it.  Not  long  did  he  tarry 
there.  The  next  day  he  embarked. 
His  fleet  of  bark  canoes  manned  bv  the 

I.ANDING  OF  DE  CELO 

Chine  in  Canada,  with  a  force  of  two 
hundred  fourteen  soldiers  and  Canadi- 

ans, and  fifty-five  Iroquois  and  Abena- 
kies  in  order  to  take  a  more  formal  pos- 

session. He  coasted  along  the  southern 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  and  arrived  at  th^ 

mouth  of  the  Chautauqua  Creek  (row 
Barcelona)  on  the  i6th  of  July  of  that 

year,  where  he  landed  his  motley  reti- 
nue of  French  soldiers,  Canadian  fron- 

tiersmen, half-naked  Indians,  and  here 

and  there  a  priest,  and  some  undoubt- 
edly of  those  remarkable  rangers,  the 

Coureurs-de-Bois,    or    Canadian  voy- 

RON  AT  BARCELONA. 

k^rench  and  their  dusk}-  allies,  passed 
the  maple  groves  of  the  Assembly 

ground  at  Fair  Point — shades  then  un- 
visited,  save  by  the  wild  deer  that 
strayed  in  from  the  forest  depths,  to 
sniff  the  cool  breezes  of  the  lake. 

Watched  from  the  shore  by  strange  In- 
dians, he  passed  Long  and  Bemus 

Points,  into  the  broad  expanse  of  the 

lower  lake,  and  encamped  for  the  night 

upon  the  shore  three  miles  above  the 
outlet.  On  the  24th,  he  passed  through 
the  shadows  of  its  narrow  and  winding 

channel,  and  encamped  at  night  it  is 
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l)c'lic\'C(I,  witliin  tlic  limits  of  wlial  is 

now  the  (."it\-  of  jaiiK'slown.  The  next 
(la\  lie  proceeded  on  his  voNaj^e  down 

the  ( "hadakoin,  Cassadaji^a,  Conewan- 
i>-o,  Allei^-heny  and  Ohio  Kivers,  hurvino- 
leaden  ])lates  on  his  way,  as  tokens  of 
iM-ench  dominion.  When  he  reached 

the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  he  di- 

rected his  course  up  that  river,  and  re- 
turned a^ain  to  Canada.  A  leaden  plate 

l)repared  for  burial  at  Chautauqua,  was 

obtained  by  some  artifice  of  the  Sene- 

cas  accompanying  Celoron,  and  sent  to 

Sir  William  Johnson  at  Johnstown  on 
the  Mohawk.  Upon  the  leaden  plate, 

with  other  l^^rench  words,  was  eno-raved 
the  word  Tchadakoin — the  name  of  the 

place  of  its  intended  burial.  This  is  the 
earliest  record  that  we  have  of  the  In- 

dian word  from  which  our  name  Chau- 
taucfua  is  derived. 

A  few  years  later  the  h^-ench  asserted 
their  claim  to  these  regions  in  a  still 
more  decisive  manner,  and  our  county, 

although  a  deep  solitude,  far  from  the 
outmost  line  of  settlement,  became  the 
scene  of  warlike  demonstrations. 

In  April,  1753,  while  the  Marcjuis  du 

Quesne  was  governor  general  of  Cana- 
da, an  advanced  force  of  two  hundred 

fifty  Frenchmen,  under  l)arbeer,  arrived 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Chautauqua  Creek, 

and  commenced  the  building  of  a  log- 
fort.  A  little  later  Sieur  Marin,  the 

chief  commander  of  the  expedition,  ar- 
rived with  five  hundred  more,  and  put 

a  stop  to  the  building.  The  French  then 
advanced  further  to  the  west,  and  built 

a  fort  at  Erie,  Pa.,  then  known  as 

Presque  Isle,  and  another  at  La  Boeuf 
(now  Waterford,  Pa.)  on  French  Creek, 

and  still  another  at  X'enango  at  the 
mouth  of  French  Creek  (now  Franklin, 
Pa.). 

October  30th,  the  I^^-ench  assembled 
twelve  hundred  men  at  or  near  Barce- 

lona, where  they  remained  encamped 
four  days,  wdiile  two  hundred  of  their 
number,  under  Hughs  Pean,  afterwards 

a  knight  of  St.  Louis,  cut  a  wagon  road 
fr(jm  the  mouth  of  Chautauqua  Creek 
to  the  head  of  Chautauqua  Lake.  All 
the  French  then  returned  to  Canada. 

Samuel  Shattuck,  afterwards  a  resi- 
dent of  Chautauqua  county,  when  a 

mere  lad,  accompanied  an  officer  and 
five  men  detailed  by  Lieut.  Hitchen 
Holland,  the  commanding  ofificer  of  the 

English  post  at  Oswego,  in  the  month 

of  April,  1753,  to  watch  the  French 
while  they  were  engaged  in  these  ex- 

peditions. Shattuck  and  his  party 
traversed  the  wilderness  from  Oswego 

to  a  point  on  Lake  Erie,  a  few  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus 

Creek,  and  soon  after  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  witness  the  French  flotilla  bear- 

ing the  forces  of  Barbeer  on  their  way 

westward.  Lake  Erie  was  then  a  sail- 
less  waste  of  waters,  bordered  on 

every  side  by  primeval  forests.  The 
scene  as  witnessed  from  within  the 

depths  of  this  great  western  solitude, 

on  that  fine  April  afternoon,  is  describ- 
ed as  beautiful,  and  animated,  as  the 

lleet  of  liarges  and  canoes  rowed  rapid- 

ly up  the  lake. 
This  scouting  party  continued  to 

watch  the  French  from  the  recesses  of 

the  woods.  They  encamped  on  the 
banks  of  a  stream  that  Shattuck  after- 

wards knew  to  be  the  Canadawa,  and 

the  place  of  encampment  to  have  been 
a  few  miles  west  of  Dunkirk.  The  nexi 

day,  after  some  narrow  escapes  from  the 
Indian  allies  of  the  French,  that  were 

scattered  through  the  w^oods,  Shattuck 
and  his  party  reached  the  Chautauqua 

Creek,  wdiere  the}'  discovered  the 
French  had  landed  and  were  felling 
trees  on  its  west  side.  Soon  thev  saw 

a  larger  force  of  French  arrive,  un- 
doubtedly the  same  that  w^as  command- 

ed by  Marin,  who  put  a  sto])  to  the 
work,  and  embarked  the  whole  force  in 

boats  and  moved  westward.  The  Eng- 
lish party  moved  westward  also,  and  for 

four  months  hovered  near  the  French, 
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cautiously  watching  them  while  they 
were  building  forts  at  Erie  and  on 

French  Creek.  The  English  party  was 

all  of  this  time  obliged  to  conduct  op- 
erations with  the  utmost  caution,  on 

account  of  the  redskins  skulking  about 

in  the  woods.  Their  escape  from  dis- 

covery and  capture  was  due  to  the  ex- 
perience of  their  leader,  an  old  leather 

stocking  and  Indian  fighter  from  Onon- 

daga. They  made  use  of  the  dark  cov- 
erts of  the  forest  for  concealment,  while 

not  watching  the  foe,  and  at  no  t  me 
used  their  firearms,  but  depended  upon 
bows  and  arrows,  traps  and  snares  to 
secure  game  for  food. 

In  September  they  returned  to  Os- 
wego, and  made  a  report  of  their  opera- 

tions. They  were  sent  back  in  Octo- 
ber, to  further  watch  the  proceedings  of 

the  French.  This  time  their  course 

while  in  Chautauqua  County,  led  along 
the  crest  of  the  Ridge  of  Highlands 
south  of  Lake  Erie,  where  they  could 

keep  the  lake  in  sight,  and  be  free  from 

danger  from  Indian  scouting  parties ; 
when  they  arrived  at  Chautauqua 
Creek,  near  the  south  borders  of  the 

village  of  Westfield,  they  suddenly  came 
upon  the  French,  engaged  in  rolling 
logs  into  the  bottom  of  a  deep  gulf,  and 

digging  into  the  steep  sides  of  this  ra- 
vine for  a  road.  The  scouting  party 

watched  the  completion  of  the  road, 
which  extended  from  Lake  Erie  to 

Chautauqua  Lake,  they  witnessed  also 
the  embarkation  of  the  French  on  Lake 
Erie  on  their  return  to  Canada.  The 

English  scouting  party  then  returned 
to  Oswego.  Shattuck  afterward  served 
as  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  In  1823, 

when  he  was  an  old  man,  he  came  to  re- 
side with  his  kinsmen  in  Portlan.i,  in 

Chautauqua  County,  once  the  scene  of 

his  experiences  in-  Indian  warfare.  He 
lived  there  until  he  died  in  1827.  (3) 

In  the  year  in  which  these  events  oc- 
curred. Governor  Dinwiddle  of  Virginia 

sent  Washington,  then  a  youth  of  but 
22  years  of  age,  to  learn  the  purpose  of 
the  French.  Washington  spent  five 
days  negotiating  with  the  French  com- 

mandant, St.  Pierre,  at  La  Boeuf,  now 
Waterford,  Pa.,  which  is  situated  but 
fourteen  miles  from  the  town  of  French 
Creek. 

The  operations  of  the  French  led  to 

most  important  results.  They  were  the 
immediate  cause  of  the  Old  French  war. 

Vv'hich  being  begun,  finally  extended 
into  Europe,  where  it  was  waged  on 
a  grand  scale.  There  it  was  known  as 

the  "Seven  Years  War."  It  involved 
nearly  all  the  great  powers  of  Europe. 
One  of  its  later  results  was  the  creation 

of  the  German  Empire.  It  even  extend- 
ed to  Asia.  There  the  French  and 

English  contended  for  empire  in  India. 
The  discovery  of  Chautauqua  Lake  by 

La  Salle ;  the  voyage  of  De  Celoron 
over  its  waters  in  1749;  the  arrival  of 
the  French  forces  under  Barbeer  and 

Marin  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chautauqua 

Creek,  and  the  building  of  the  Portage 
Road,  all  of  which  we  have  related,  and 

all  of  which  transpired  within  the  bor- 
-ders  of  our  county,  if  they  cannot  be 
strictly  said  to  have  been  the  cause, 

stand  at  the  ver}^  beginning  of  a  ser- 
ies of  events  among  the  most  momen- 

tous that  have  occurred  in  modern 

times.  During  this  time,  Chautauqua 

County  was  the  scene  of  other  military 
movements  and  warlike  expeditions.  In 
one  of  these  excursions,  the  French  left 

a  four  pounder  upon  the  shore  of  Chau- 
tauqua Lake  which  was  seen  by  the 

early  explorers  of  this  region. 
The  gallantry  of  the  French  won 

them  victories  early  in  the  contest,  but 

tlie  English  prevailed  in  the  end. 
Notwithstanding  the  close  of  the 

Old   French  and   Indian  War,  Chau- 

(3)  These  facts  were  gathered  by  Dr.  H.  C.  Taylor  from  the  descendants  of  Samuel 
Shattuck,  residing  in  the  town  oi  Portland. 
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tan(|iia  Coiinly  contiiined  to  be  the 
scene  of  military  operations.  Major 

Rollers,  lono-  celel^rated  for  his  skill  in 
border  war,  at  the  bead  of  two  bnn- 

dred  rang-ers,  coasted  along  the  shore 
of  the  county  on  his  way  west  to  take 

possession  of  Detroit.  A  little  later  the 

Indians  formed  a  conspiracy  to  dispos- 
sess the  English  of  all  their  forts  and 

posts  in  the  west.  Their  leading  spirit 
was  Pontiac,  an  Ottawa  chief,  whose 

lofty  character  and  great  abilities  fit- 
ted him  for  a  nobler  destiny  than  the 

leader  of  savages.  Pontiac's  War  again 
brought  the  scene  of  savage  warfare 
close  to  the  borders  of  our  county.  The 
Indians  made  a  desperate  assault  on 

the  English  garrison  at  Presque  Isle, 
now  Erie,  compelled  them  to  surrender, 

and  carried  them  into  captivity.  They 
attacked  the  blockhouses  at  Le  Boeuf, 

but  the  few  soldiers  there  managed  to 

escape  into  the  forest.      At  A^enang-o, 

nnw  Eranklin,  the  Indians  gained  ad- 
mittance into  the  fort,  burned  it  to  the 

ground,  and  murdered  the  garrison, 
leaving  none  to  tell  the  story  of  its  fall. 

In  August,  1764,  General  P)radstreet, 
with  three  thousand  men  in  small  boats, 

coasted  along  the  shore  of  our  county, 

on  his  way  west  to  raise  the  siege  of 

Detroit,  commenced  by  Pontiac.  Brad- 
street  raised  the  siege,  and  in  October 
set  out  on  his  return ;  his  boats  were 

wrecked,  and  about  1 50  of  his  men  made 

their  way  on  foot  along  the  southern 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  through  the  forests 

of  Chautaucjua  County  to  Fort  Niagara. 
They  suffered  great  hardships,  and 

many  perished  in  the  woods.  Among 
the  Indian  chiefs  who  took  an  active 

part  in  the  contest  was  Guyasutha,  a 
Seneca.  Like  Pontiac,  he  was  a  leader 

among  his  people,  and  endowed  with 
the  stern  virtues  of  his  race.  Gayasutha, 

and  afterwards  Cornplanter,  also  a  Sen- 

CORNPLANTEK 
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MAP  OF  THE  AROKIGINAL  REMAINS  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY 

O,  represents  earthworks,  T  burial 
mounds,  X  hearths  and  other  evidences  of 
Indian  occupation,  and  dotted  lines  Indian 
trails. 
On  page  twenty-eight,  is  a  plan  of  the 

earth  works  of  the  Eries,  near  Towsrville, 
on  lot  sixty,  town  three,  range  eleven, 
(Gerry).  Earthworks  A  and  B  are  now 
(1903),  very  distinct  and  plain.  Within 
earthworks  A  several  hearths  and  consid- 

erable pottery  have  been  found.  These 
earthworks  are  situated  on  the  elevated  pla- 

teau. The  earthwork  represented  in  the 
lefthand  plate  was  in  the  valley.  It  has 
disappeared. 

In  the  picture  on  page  twenty-four,  is  to 
be  seen  portions  of  the  earthworks  at  Tow- 
erville  as  they  now  (1903)  appear.  Upper 
plat 3  represents  the  southwestern  portion 
of  earthwork  A.  Lower  plate  the  norther- 

ly portion  of  earthwork  B,  Charles  J.  Shults 
standing  near,  and  Obed  Edson  on  the 
earthwork. 
On  page  twenty-seven,  is  represented  an 

earthwork  of  the  Eries,  situated  on  a  very 
high  hill  near  Ellington  village.  It  occu- 

pies a  commanding  and  sightly  position, 
almost  every  part  of  this  earthwork  is 
marked  and  visible. 
On  page  twenty-eight,  is  represented  a 

circular  earthwork  of  the  Eries.  that  in- 
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c'ca  cliicf,  were  lords  of  the  forest  aloni;- 
the  y\llcgheny.  They  were  famihar 

with  the  region,  inchtding-  our  county, 

eluded  the  central  part  of  the  village  of 
Sinclalrville;  also  two  other  straight  earth- 

works. These  were  very  prominent  when 
the  village  was  first  settled,  but  have  now 
entirely  disappeared. 

These  plans  are  reduced  from  maps  pre- 
pared and  exhibited  by  Obed  Edson  at  Buf- falo Pan-American  Exposition  in  1901. 

,0n  page  twenty-five,  is  a  picture  of 
bones  taken  from  a  mound  of  the  Eries, 
on  the  Harrison  farm  in  Gerry,  one  mile 
south  of  Sinclalrville  May  25th,  1887,  in 
the  presence  of  Richard  Reed,  Dr.  Frank 
G.  Smith,  Obed  Edson  and  others.  W.  J. 

Donihue,  photographer.  Over  fi  ty  skele- tons were  disinterred  at  this  time.  From 
other  mounds  in  the  immediate  vicinity  at 

different  times,  many  bones  have  been  ex- humed. 

(4)  Gy-ant-w^a-chia,  the  Cornplanter,  who 
exercised  his  rude  authority  over  these  re- 

gions, was  a  celebrated  Seneca  warrior  and 
Chieftain,  and  the  rival  of  the  Indian  oiator, 
Red  Jacket.  His  sagacity,  eloquence  and 
courage,  for  a  long  time  justly  gaye  him 
great  influence  with  his  tribe.  He  was 
born  about  the  year  1732,  at  Conawaugur.,  on 
the  Genesee  River.  His  father  was  a  white 
man  named  John  O'Bail,  or  Abeei;  his 
mother  was  a  Seneca  woman.  Ga-ne-odi-yo, 
or  Handsome  Lake,  the  Prophet,  and  Ta- 
wan-ne-ars,  or  Blacksnake,  were  his  half 
brothers.  When  about  twenty-three  years 
of  age,  he  first  appeared  as  a  warrior  with 
the  army  of  French  and  Indians  which  de 
feated  Braddock  in  1755,  and  he  afterwards 
probably,  participated  in  the  principal  In- 

dian engagements  during  the  Revolution, 
fighting  against  the  colonies.  He  is  said  to 
have  been  present  at  Wyoming  and  Cherry 
Valley,  and  was  with  Brant  at  the  head  of 
his  tribe  in  opposing  Sullivan's  expedition. He  also  afterwards  led  the  Senecas  in  the 
invasion  of  the  Mohawk  Valley,  when,  it  is 
said,  he  met  his  father,  John  O'Bail,  a  pris- oner, and  after  marching  him  several  miles 
with  the  usual  Indian  stoicism,  without  dis- 

closing himself,  he  abruptly,  and  in  the  sen- 
tentious manner  of  the  Indian,  announced 

bis  relationship,  and  gave  O'Bail  his  choice, to  live  with  him  and  his  red  followers,  where 
he  would  support  him  at  ease  in  his  old  age, 
or  to  return  to  his  home  on  the  Mohawk. 

and  often  visited  our  beautiful  lake. 

They  l)elonged  to  these  regions,  as  Kob- 
in  IToo'd  to  Sherwood  Forest.  (4) 

He  chose  the  latter  and  Cornplanter  sent 
his  young  men,  who  conducted  him  back  in 
safety.  Cornplanter  was  an  able  man, 
and  also  honest  and  truthful;  he  acted  a 
most  conspicuous  part  in  the  treaties  and 
transactions  between  the  Indians  and  the 
United  States,  subsequent  to  the  Revolu- 

tionary war,  and  he  saw  at  its  close,  that 
the  true  policy  of  the  Indian,  was  to  recog- 

nize the  growing  power  of  the  United  States, 
and  bury  the  hatchet.  He  advised  his  tribe 
to  this  course,  in  opposition  to  the  counsels 
01  Brant  and  Red  Jacket,  and  during  the  In- 

dian wars  that  followed,  he  remained  the 
true  and  steadfast  friend  of  the  United 
States.  In  the  last  war  with  England,  when 
about  eighty-four  years  old,  accompanied  by 
200  warriors  of  his  nation,  he  called  upon 
Col.  Samuel  Drake,  at  Franklin,  and  offered 
his  services  to  the  United  States,  which 
were  declined  for  the  want  of  authority  to 
muster  Indians  into  the  service.  A  con- 

siderable number  of  the  tribe,  however,  led 
by  his  son  Henry  Abeel,  who  held  a  com- 
m.ission  as  major,  acted  during  the  war  as 
scouts,  and  did  good  service  to  the  United 
States.  Cornplanter  in  his  lifetime  often 
visited  Chautauqua  County;  and  years  be- 

fore its  settlement  by  the  first  white  man, 
he  thoroughly  understood  the  geography  of 
its  lakes  and  streams.  After  the  Revolu- 

tion he  resided  principally  at  Jen-nes-a-da- 
ga,  his  village  on  the  Allegheny  River,  in 
Warren  county,  Pa.,  and  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  a  period  of  fifty  years,  became 
thoroughly  identified  with  this  region  of 
country.  Cornplanter  died  at  Jennesadaga, 
aged  105  years.  A  monument  was  erected 
in  1866,  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  under 
the  superintendence  of  Judge  Samuel  P. 
Johnson  of  Warren  Pa.,  and  at  the  expense 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  over  his  re- 

mains, upon  which  the  following  inscrip- 
tion was  lettered:  "John  O'Bail,  alias 

Cornplanter,  died  at  Cornplanter  town,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1836,  aged  about  100  years,  chief 

of  the  Seneca  tribe,  and  principal  chief  of 
Six  Nations,  from  the  period  of  the  Revolu- 

tionary war  to  the  time  of  his  death.  Dis- 
tinguished for  talents,  courage,  eloquence, 

sobriety,  and  love  of  his  tribe  and  race, 
to  whose  welfare  he  devoted  his  time, 
his  energies  and  his  means,  during  a  long 
and  eventful  life." 



1198366 

CHAPTER  11. 

AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 
1779- 

The  sun  smiles  on  the  meadow  green 
Once  shadowed  by  the  wood 

And  domes  of  beauty  crown  the  hill 
Where  our  rude  cabin  stood; 

Where  rang  the  hunter's  call  of  yore, And  blazed  the  council  Fire, 
The  ploughman's  whistle  shriii  is  heard, And  skyward  points  the  spire. 

The  moss  of  age  has  over-crept 
Our  hallowed  altar-stone 

And  traces  of  our  former  sway 
Are  gone — forever  gone. 

The  dusky  pilot  guides  no  more 
His  dancing  bark-canoe. 

And  bows  of  strength  are  snapped  in  twain, 
From  which  our  arrows  flew. 

Wm.  H.  C.  Hosmer. 

It  was  not  long-  after  the  overthrow 
of  the  P>ench  and  the  conquest  of  Can- 

ada, that  Eng-land  in  her  turn  was  be- 
reft of  the  most  valuable  of  her  posses- 

sions in  America  by  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution. Among  the  important  events 

of  this  war,  that  occurred  along  the 

western  border,  was  the  expedition  of 

Colonel  Brodhead  sent  up  from  Fort 

Pitt  against  the  Indians  of  the  upper 

Allegheny  River  in  1779.  As  the  route 

of  this  expedition  extended  close  to  the 

southern  boundaries  of  the  county,  and 

it  is  possible  that  a  detachment  from 

Colonel  Brodhead's  command  may  have 
ascended  the  Conewaneo  Creek  to  a 

point  within  its  limits,  a  full  accotmt  of 
it  should  be  given. 

The  following  is  a  history  of  this  ex- 
pedition by  the  writer  of  these  pages, 

pul:)lished  in  the  Magazine  of  American 

History  for  November,  1879.  It  con- 
tains beside  an  account  of  the  occupa- 

tion of  this  part  of  the  country  from 
the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  Eries, 

to  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  many 

other  facts  of  interest  relating  to  our 
stibject.  The  atithor  believes  that  he 

can  give  no  more  concise  or  complete 

history  of  the  regions  which  include 

Chautauqua  County  and  also  of  the  ex- 
pedition of  Colonel  Brodhead  than  is 

contained  in  this  article,  (a) 

BRODHEAD  S  EXPEDITION. 

A  century  has  elapsed  since  the  coun-  federacy,  enabled  it  for  more  than  an 
cil  fire  of  the  Six  Nations  was  extin-  hundred  years,  to  maintain  its  ancient 

guished,  and  their  longhouse  destroyed.  seats  along  the  rivers  and  lakes  of  Cen- 
The  firmness  and  tact  of  this  little  con-  tral  New  York  against  powerful  neigh- 

(a)  "Brodhead's  expedition  has  usually been  considered  of  little  moment,  and  it  has 
even  been  denied  or  doubted  by  some  writ- 

ers that  it  ever  took  place.  Its  incidents 
are  for  the  first  time  carefully  collated,  and 

fully  told  by  Obed  Edson,  in  the  Magazine 

of  history  for  November,  1879." 
4th  volume  of  Bryant's  History  of  the 

U.  S.  page  7,  note. 
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1)()rs.  Witli  tlic  iM-cnch  close  on  one 
side,  and  the  iMii^iish  ni)()n  tlie  other,  a 

less  vig'orous  ])e()i)le  would  have  l-een 
crushed  as  between  two  millstones. 

Althoui^h  these  Indians  were  of  a  bar- 
1)arous  race,  and  few  in  numbers,  their 

story  will  not  be  soon  forgotten.  Their 

military  enterprise  and  conquests  justly 

gained  for  them  the  title  of  ''Romans 
of  the  West,"  and  their  practical  wis- 

dom enabled  them  to  frame  a  perfect 

Representative  Federal  Republic,  which 
a  trial  during  a  period  longer  than  the 
existence  of  our  own  Republic,  has 

proved  to  have  been  as  efficient  in  prac- 
tice as  it  was  perfect  in  theory ;  an 

achievement  that  had  long  baffled  the 

skill  of  enlightened  statesmen,  and 
which  is  alone  sufficient  to  render  the 

name  of  the  Iroquois  illustrious.  This 

rare  piece  of  Indian  workmanship  af- 
fords remarkable  evidence  of  their  polit- 

ical sagacity,  and  presents  the  paradox 
that  unlettered  men,  by  simple  methods 
can  effect  results  that  cultivated  minds 

accomplish  only  after  great  effort. 
These  achievements,  the  eloquence  of 
their  orators,  and  the  prominent  part 

they  tilled  in  the  early  history  of  this 
country,  will  prevent  the  name  of  this 

people  from  soon  fading  into  oblivion. 
At  the  commencement  of  the  Revolu- 

tion, the  Six  Nations  held  friendly  re- 
lations with  all  their  white  neighbors, 

whether  adherents  to  Congress  or  the 
Crown.  But  the  wanton  massacre  of 

Logan's  family,  and  other  enormities 
committed  by  the  wdiites  during  Cre- 

sap's  war,  had  weakened  their  friend- 
ship for  the  colonies.  The  authority  that 

Colonel  Guy  and  Sir  John  Johnson,  and 
Col.  Daniel  Claus,  who  succeeded  to 

the  power  that  Sir  William  Johnson 

possessed  with  the  Indians,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  Col.  John  Butler  and  his  son 

Walter,  influential  citizens  of  the  Mo- 
hawk Valley,  were  exerted  to  attach  the 

Confederacy  to  the  King.  Joseph 
Brant  and  his  sister  Molly,  strived  also 

to  embitter  the  Mohawks  against  the 

colonies.  On  the  other  hand,  the  pat- 
ri(jts  of  Tryon  County,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Kirkland  and  the  Oneida  chief,  Shen- 
nandoah,  endeavored  to  persuade  the 

Indians  to  pursue  a  neutral  policy.  The 
Indians  for  some  time  hesitated.  Coun- 

cils were  held  with  them  by  patriots 

and  by  loyalists,  with  the  result  that  the 

( )neidas,  a  large  portion  of  the  Tusca- 
roras,  a  portion  of  the  Onondagas,  and 
a  few  of  the  Mohawks,  favored  the 

Americans.  But  the  greater  number,  of 
whom  the  Senecas  and  Mohiwks  were 

foremost,  under  the  lead  of  Brant  and 
the  Seneca  chiefs,  became  their  bitter 
and  active  foes. 

The  first  hostilities  of  which  we  learn, 

were  committed  in  May,  1776,  by  Brant 
and  the  Mohawks  at  the  Battle  of  the 

Cedars,  which  occurred  about  forty 
miles  above  Montreal,  on  the  River  St. 
Lawrence.  The  hostile  Indians  next 

joined  the  forces  of  St.  Leger,  partici- 
pated in  the  siege  of  Fort  Stanwix,  and 

in  the  desperate  battle  of  Oriskany. 

Then  followed  the  massacre  of  Wyom- 
ing, and  raids  into  the  Mohawk  Valley ; 

and  finally,  November,  1778,  occurred 
the  burning  and  massacre  of  Cherry 

Valley.  The  barbarities  committed  in 

these  bloody  forays  have  been  in  some 

instances  exaggerated.  Too  much,  per- 

haps, has  been  charged  upon  the  Indi- 
ans, and  too  little  upon  the  Tories  and 

refugees  who  accompanied  them.  The 

inhabitants  on  the  border,  however,  suf- 
fered so  greatly  from  these  incursions 

that  the  States  became  aroused  to  the 

necessity  of  waging  a  more  decisive 
war  on  the  frontier,  and  Congress,  on 

the  25th  of  February,  1779,  by  a  resolu- 
tion, directed  Washington  to  take  the 

most  effective  measures  to  protect  the 

settlers  and  chastise  the  Indians.  Ac- 

cordingly he  planned  two  expeditions  ; 
one  to  proceed  from  the  east,  penetrate 
into  the  Seneca  country,  and  devastate 
the  fields  of  the  Indians,  destroy  their 
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villages,  and  drive  their  inhabitants  into 

the  v^^oods  ;  the  other  to  advance  np  the 

Allegheny  River,  and  in  like  manner  de- 
stroy the  Indian  towns  and  fields  there, 

and  ultimately  join  the  expedition  from 

the  east  in  a  combined  attack  upon  Fort 

Niagara. 
The  expedition  from  the  east  moved 

in  two  divisions.  One  under  the  immed- 

iate command  of  General  Sullivan,  left 

Wyoming,  ascended  the  Suscjuehanna, 

and  arrived  at  Tioga  August  nth,  1779. 

The  other,  under  General  James  Clin- 
ton, marched  from  Canajoharie  on  the 

Mohawk,  passed  over  Otsego  Lake,  de- 
scended the  Susquehanna,  and  joined 

General  Sullivan  August  22d.  A  part 

of  Clinton's  force,  under  Colonel  Van 
Schaick,  had  previously  destroyed  the 
fields  and  towns  of  the  Onondagas.  The 

two  divisions,  consisting  in  the  aggre- 
gate of  five  thousand  men,  under  the 

command  of  Sullivan,  moved  forward 

from  Tioga  up  the  Chemung  River. 
They  defeated  the  British  and  Indians 
at  Elmira  on  the  29th  of  August,  in  the 
battle  of  Newton,  and  immediately 

pushed  forward  into  the  heart  of  the  In- 
dian country.  They  advanced  to  the 

head  of  Seneca  Lake,  and  thence  along 

its  shores,  destroying  the  Indian  towns 

on  the  way,  including  the  large  Indian 
village  of  Kanadaseagea  at  its  outlet. 

They  then  proceeded  to  the  Genesee 
River,  and  destroyed  the  large  villages 
and  extensive  cornfields  there.  The 

original  design  of  advancing  on  Fort 

Niagara  having  been  abandoned,  Sulli- 
van commenced  his  return  march.  On 

his  way  he  caused  the  towns  and  fields 

of  the  Cayugas,  which  were  situated  on 
the  eastern  and  southwestern  shores  of 

Cayuga  Lake,  to  be  destroyed.  He  ar- 
rived at  Tioga  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 

ber, and  at  Easton,  Pennsylvania,  on 

the  15th  of  October,  having  destroyed 
forty  Indian  towns,  and  one  hundreci 

sixty  thousand  bushels  of  Indian  corn, 

besides  a  large  amount  of  other  prop- erty. 

As  a  less  full  history  has  been  writter 
of  the  expedition  moving  from  the 
south,  it  is  the  design  of  this  article  to 

supply  some  account  of  it.  First,  how- 
ever, a  brief  description  should  be  given 

of  the  Indian  settlements  along  the  Al- 

legheny River. 
When  the  Iroquois  first  became 

known  to  Europeans,  their  villages  and 
hunting  grounds  were  confined  to  Cen- 

tral New  York.  The  fierce  wars  which 

they  subsequently  waged,  and  by  which 
kindred  nations — the  Hurons,  Neutrals, 

Fries  and  Andastes — were  successively 
vanquished,  secured  to  them  an  exten- 

sive territory  to  the  west  and  south  of 

their  domains,  including  the  mountain- 

ous region  of  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania which  was  traversed  by  the  Alle- 
gheny River.  Their  enterprise  soon  led 

them  to  new  hunting  grounds  and  final- 
ly to  establish  villages  in  this  conquered 

territory.  The  Senecas,  who  dwelt  at 
the  western  limits  of  the  Confederacy, 
were  its  most  numerous  and  warlike 

nation.  The  greater  number  of  their 

villages  were  situated  along  the  Gene- 
see. They  ultimately  became  the  chief 

colonizers  of  the  Confederacy.  They 

did  not  extend  their  settlements  direct- 

ly westward,  or  along  the  shore  of  Lake 

Erie,  until  near  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lution, excepting  only  in  the  immediate 

vicinity  of  Fort  Niagara.  They  seemed 

to  prefer  the  rivers  and  their  tributaries 
and  the  shores  of  the  smaller  lakes. 

They  extended  their  towns  up  the  Gen- 
esee to  Caneadea.  A  broad  Indian  trail 

joined  this  settlement  with  the  Upper 

Allegheny  at  Olean,  in  New  York. 
They  then  planted  their  villages  along 

the  Allegheny  and  its  tributaries  to  its 
mouth,  and  thence  down  the  Ohio.  The 

Seneca  villages  were  the  most  numerous 

along  the  LTpper  Allegheny.  As  early 
as  1724,  the  Munsey  or  Wolf  tribe 
of  the  Delawares,  who  had  previously 
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(h\'c]t  in  Northeastern  Pennsylvania. 
])Ut  had  been  erowded  (nit  by  the  en- 

croachments of  the  whites,  were  allow- 
ed by  the  Six  Nations  to  settle  along 

the  Lower  Alle,^-hen\' ;  and  between 
1724  and  1728,  the  Shawnees,  a  restless 
and  warlike  ])eople,  located  along  the 

Lower  Allegheny  and  LTpper  Ohio.  The 
Indians  of  these  different  tribes  were 

often  found  strangely  mingled,  living 

peaceably  together  in  one  village,  at  the 
same  time  observing  different  customs, 
and  obeying  different  laws. 

The    first    accurate    knowledge  ac- 
quired  by  Europeans   concerning  the 

Indian  settlements  along  tne  Allegheny 

was  obtained  during  the  expedition  un- 
der Capt.  Bienville  de  Celoron,  which 

was  sent  in  the  summer  of  1749,  by  the 

Governor  of  Canada,to  take  formal  pos- 
session, in  the  name  of  France,  of  the 

territory  lying  west  of  the  Allegheny 
Mountains.   From  the  records  kept  by 
the  expedition,  we  learn  that  it  ascend- 

ed the  St.  Lawrence,  coasted  along  the 
shores  of  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  and 

arrived  at   "Chatakouin"  portage  the 
i6th  of  June,  1749.    It  passed  over  the 
portage   to   the   head   of  Chautauqua 
then  a  secluded  but,  as  now,  beautiful 

sheet  of  water,  buried  in  the  depths  of 
the  forest.    Having  traversed  this  lake, 
the  expedition  descended  its  outlet  and 

the  Conewango  Creek  in  canoes,  and 
entered  the  Allegheny  ten  miles  south 
of  the  boundary  line  between  the  States 

of  New  A'ork  and  Pennsylvania  just above  the  village  of  Warren.    On  the 
south  bank  of  the  Allegheny,  opposite 
the  mouth  of  the  Conewango,  Celoron 
buried  a  leaden  plate,  inscribed  with 
the  date  and  place  of  deposit,  as  a  token 
of  his  possession  of  the  country  in  the 
name  of  the  King  of  France.    On  the 
right  bank  of  the  Allegheny,  occupying 
the  site  of  the  present  village  of  War- 

ren, there  was  then  an  Indian  village 

called  "Kanaougon."   It  was  inhabited 
by  Senecas  and  Loups,  or  Munseys. 

This  village  was  called  Conawago  by 
Colonel  Brodhead  when  he  visited  the 

place  just  thirty  years  later.  Celoron 
descended  the  river,  and  on  its  right 
bank,  about  six  miles  below  this  town, 

on  a  beautiful  prairie  now  owned  by  Dr. 
Vvilliam  A.  Irvine,  and  just  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Broken  Straw  Creek,  he 

found  a  Seneca  village  which  he  called 

Faille  Coupee,  or  Cut  Straw.    Its  Sene- 
ca name  was  De-ga-syo-ush-dy-ah-goh, 

meaning  Broken  Straw ;  referring,  it  is 

said  by  Alden,  to  the  accumulation  of 
straw  and  driftwood  in  the  waters  of 

the  creek ;  bu^  more  likely,  as  we  are  in- 
formed  by   General   Callender  Irvine 

who  preempted  the  land  at  the  conflu- 
ence of  the  Broken  Straw  and  the  Al- 

legheny in  1795,  and  was  famiHar  with 
the  Indians  and  early  traditions  of  that 

region,  to  the  broken  straws  and  droop- 
ing plumes  of  the  tall  wild  grass  that 

stood  thickly  on  the  meadows  there, 

after  the  storms  of  autumn  had  sv/ept 
over  them.     This   Indian  village  was 

called   Buckaloons   by   Colonel  Brod- 
head.   Four  French  leagues  below  this 

town  the  expedition  came  to  a  village 
of  ten  houses  on  the  left  bank  of  the 

river  inhabited  by  Delawares  and  Ren- 

ards.   These  Indian  houses  usually  con- 
tained more  than  a  single  family.  Four 

or  five  leagues  further  down  they  pass- 
ed a  village  of  six  houses  on  the  light 

bank  of  the  river.     This  may  have  been 

situated  near  the  present  site  of  Hick- 

ory Town,  in  A^nango  Co.,  and  identi- 
cal with  the  Indian  village  familiar  tc 

the  Moravians  as  Lawanakana,  meanine 
Middle  Branch  or  Stream,  or  where  the 

waters  meet.    They  next  passed  a  vil- 
lage of  ten  houses,  probably  the  same 

that  was  afterwards  known  to  the  Mo- 

ravians as  Gosh-gosh-unk,  or  Place  of 
Hogs.    The  expedition  then  came  to  an 
Indian  village   of  ten   houses,  subse- 

quently called  Venango  by  the  English, 
a  corruption  of  the  Indian  word  In-nun- 

gah,  alluding  to  a  rude  and  indecent 
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figure  that  the  Senecas  found  carved 

upon  a  tree  when  they  first  came  to  this 
region.  This  town  was  situated  near 
the  site  of  the  present  enterprising  town 
of  Franklin ;  at  the  mouth  of  the  Riviere 
Aux  Boeufs,  now  called  French  Creek. 
Nine  miles  below  Franklin  there  still 

remains,  close  to  the  water's  edge,  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  river,  a  large 

rock,  covered  with  curious  Indian  carv- 
ings, which  has  excited  the  interest  of 

passersby  from  the  earliest  French  and 

English  explorers  to  the  raftsmen  of 

the  present  day.  It  is  called  the/'Indian 
God,"  and  near  it  Celoron  buried  his 
second  leaden  plate.  Passing  a  river 

having  on  its  upper  waters  some  villag- 
es of  Loups  and  Iroquois,  the  expedi- 

tion came  to  Attique,  a  large  village  of 

twenty-two  houses,  situated  on  or  near 
the  Kiskiminitas  River.  Below  this 

town  they  passed  an  old  Shawneese 
village  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  river, 

and  came  finally  to  a  village  of  Dela- 
wares,  the  finest  seen,  and  which  is  sup- 

posed to  have  been  situated  at  or  rjear 
the  present  site  of  Pittsburg.  From 

this  place,  the  expedition  proceeded  on 

its  way  down  the  Ohio.  There  had  un- 
doubtedly occurred  some  changes  in 

the  situation  and  population  of  the  In^ 

dian  towns  along  this  river  during  the 

(1)  Daniel  Brodhead  was  born  at  Marble- 
town,  Ulster  County,  New  Yor.^,  in  1736. 
His  greatgrandfather,  Daniel  Brodhead,  was 
a  royalist,  and  Captain  of  Grenadiers  in  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  He  came  with  the  ex- 

pedition under  Colonel  Nichols  in  1664,  that 
captured  the  Netherlands  (now  New  York) 
from  the  Dutch,  and  settled  in  Marbletown 
in  1665.  His  grandfather,  Richard  Brod- 

head, and  his  father,  Daniel  Brodhead,  both 
resided  in  Marbletown.  The  latter,  in  1736, 
removed  to  a  place  called  Dansville,  on 
Brodhead's  Creek,  near  Stroudsberg,  Monroe 
County,  Pennsylvania.  His  sons  became 
famous  for  their  courage  in  conflicts  with 
the  Indians  on  the  border.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Revolution,  Daniel  Brodhead  was 
elected  a  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  subse- 

quently became  Colonel  of  the  Eighth  Penn- 
sylvania Regiment,  which  was  first  mus- 

tered for  pay  at  King's  Bridge,  September 
oth,  1776.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Long  Island,  and  in  other  battles  in  which 
Washington's  army  was  engaged.     He  was 

thirty  years  that  elapsed  between  Cel- 

oron's  and  Brodhead's  expeditions. 
When  Washington  in  November, 

1/53,  his  journey  to  French  Creek, 
arrived  at  the  junction  of  the  Allegheny 

vvith  the  iMonongahela,  where  Pittsburg 
is  situated,  no  white  man  was  livins: 

there.  During  the  succeeding  Febru- 
ary the  English  commenced  to  lay  the 

foundation  of  a  fort  there,  which  was 

taken  from  them  by  the  French  the 

April  following.  The  French  held 
Pittsburg,  then  called  Du  Quesne,  until 

1758,  when  it  was  retaken  by  the  Eng- 
lish under  General  Forbes.  It  remain- 

ed in  their  possession  until  the  Revolu- 
tion, when  a  party  of  Virginians  under 

Captain  Neville  took  possession,  and 
held  it  until  they  were  superseded  by 

the  Continentals  under  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Hand.  Hand  was  in  turn  succeed- 

ed by  Brigadier-Generals  Lochlan  and 
Mcintosh,  and  he  by  Col.  Daniel  Brod- 

head (1),  whom  we  find  in  command 
early  in  1779.  It  was  during  this  year, 
while  Brodhead  was  in  command  of  the 

Western  Department,  with  his  head- 
quarters at  Fort  Pitt,  that  the  campaign 

was  planned  and  prosecuted  against 
the  Indians  of  the  Upper  AUeglieny. 

General  Washington,  as  it  has  been 
stated,  desired  that  the  expedition  sent 

next  given  in  command  on  the  West  Branch 
01  the  Susquehanna.  March  5th,  1778, 
Washington  appointed  him  to  the  command 
of  the  Western  Department,  which  extend- 

ed over  the  whole  west  from  Detroit  to 
Louisiana.  While  in  command  there,  sev- 

eral important  expeditions  were  planned  and 
executed  against  the  Indians.  He  held  the 
office  of  Surveyor-General  from  November 
3d,  1779,  until  April  23d,  1780.  He  was 
twice  married;  first  to  Elizabeth  Depui,  and 
subsequently  to  Mrs.  Mifflin,  widow  of  Gov- 

ernor Mifflin.  He  died  at  Milford,  Pike 
County,  Pennsylvania,  November  15th,  1809, 
aged  seventy-three  years.  His  descendants 
and  kinsmen  are  numerous,  and  among  them 
are  many  who  have  filled  honorable  posi- tions in  civil  life  and  in  the  army.  Among 
them  was  John  Romeyn  Brodhead,  the  his- 

torian. Feeling  a  just  pride  in  the  good 
name  of  their  gallant  relative,  they,  in  1872. 
erected  at  Milford  an  appropriate  monu- 
rr,ent  to  his  memory.  (See  Turner's  His- tory of  the  Holland  Purchasers,  page  661.) 
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north  from  Pittsl)ur^-  should  co-operate 
with  the  expechtion  Iroin  the  east  under 
Sullivan.  With  this  ol)ject  in  view,  he 
directed  Colonel  Ivawlin^s  to  march 

with  three  companies  from  Fort  Fred- 

erick in  Maryland  to  Pittsburg-.  He  also 
directed  Colonel  I)rodhead,  upon  his 

arrival  there,  to  increase  Rawlings' 
force  to  one  hundred  men  and  send 

ihem  up  the  river  to  Kittanning,  and 
there  throw  up  a  stockade  fort  for 
the  security  of  convoys ;  and  when 

completed,  to  leave  a  small  gar- 
rison, proceed  still  further  up  the  river 

to  A^enango,  and  there  establish  anoth- 
er post  for  the  same  purpose  and  to 

direct  Colonel  Gibson  (2),  of  the  Sev- 
enth \  irginia  Regiment,  who  was  sta- 

tioned at  Tuscarawas,  to  hold  himself 

in  readiness  to  join  the  forces  at  Pitts- 
burg. Also  to  prepare  water  craft  and 

engage  good  guides,  "who  know  the 
way  from  the  head  of  navigation  of  the 
Allegheny  to  the  nearest  Indian  towns, 

and  to  Niagara."  Also  to  report  by 
express  "when  he  would  be  ready  to 
begin  his  movement ;  when  he  would 
be  at  Kittanning,  V enango,  and  the 
head  of  navigation,  and  how  far  it 
would  be  to  the  nearest  Indian  towns, 

and  to  Niagara ;"  and  to  keep  all  a  pro- 
found secret  until  the  proper  tmie 

should  arrive.  He  also  gave  Colonel 
Brodhead  careful  directions  how  in  the 

meantime  to  pacify  the  Western  In- 
dians, so  that  they  would  not  interfere 

with  his  success. 

Notwithstanding  these  careful  plans, 
further    consideration    induced  Wash- 

(2)  Colonel  John  Gibson  was  l^jrn  at 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1740.  He  entered  the 
array  at  eighteen,  after  having  obtained  a 
good  classical  education.  He  served  in  the 
campaign  against  Fort  Dii  Quesne,  under 
General  Forbes.  He  was  subsequently  cap- 

tured by  the  Indians,  and  remained  with 
them  several  years,  becoming  familiar  with 
their  language  and  customs.  To  him  Logan 
addressed  his  celebrated  speech.  It  is  said 
that  when  murderously  assaulted  by  Little 
Eagle,  a  chief  of  the  Delawares,  with  one 
blow  of  his  sword  Colonel  Gibson  severed 
his  head  from  his  body,  and  became  after- 

ington  a  month  later  to  relincjuish  the 
idea  of  concert  of  action  between  the 

two  expeditions.  The  difficulty  of  pro- 

viding supplies  in  time,  want  of  infor- 
mation of  the  route  and  country  up  the 

Allegheny,  and  between  that  river  and 
the  Indian  settlements  on  the  Genesee, 

and  consequently  the  uncertainty  of 

co-operation  to  advantage,  were  his 
principal  reasons  for  abandoning  the 

original  plan.  He,  however,  directed 

Colonel  Brodhead  to  make  prepara- 

tions, and  as  soon  as  it  was  in  his  pow- 
er, to  chastise  the  Indians  by  an  e>:pe- 

dition  into  their  country ;  also  to  make 
inquiries  with  a  view  to  an  attempt 
against  Detroit.  An  enterprise  against 

that  post,  whence  marauding  parties  of 
British  and  Indians  had  proceeded 

against  the  extreme  western  settle- 
ments, had  been  a  favorite  scheme  with 

Colonel  Brodhead's  predecessor,  Col- 
onel Mcintosh,  as  it  afterwards  became 

with  Brodhead  himself. 

The  Government  had  been  able  to 

place  at  the  disposal  of  Colonel  Brod- 
head only  a  dispersed  and  feeble  force 

by  which  to  protect  the  wide  borders  of 
Pennsylvania  against  the  cruelties  of 
the  Indians.  On  the  15th  of  April  his 

regiment,  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania,  was 
much  scattered.  Besides  a  portion  at 
Fort  Pitt,  there  were  one  hundred  men 
at  Fort  Laurens  on  the  Tuscarawa, 

twenty-five  at  Wheeling,  Va.,  twenty- 

five  at  Holliday's  Cove,  some  at  Fort 
IMcIntosh  in  Beaver  County,  some  em- 

ployed as  artificers,  and  some  as  boat- 
men and  wagoners.    Colonel  Brodhead 

wards  Known  as  the  Long  Knife  warrior. 
Gibson  was  in  active  service  during  the 
Revolution,  in  the  east  and  west.  He  was 
second  in  command  in  Brodhead's  expedi- 

tion, and  commanded  at  Pittsburg  after 
Brodhead.  He  had  at  one  time  an  unfortu- 

nate controversy  with  that  officer.  After 
the  war  he  was  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 

tional Convention  of  Pennsylvania,  a  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Allegheny 
County  in  that  State,  and  Secretary  of  the 
Territory  of  Indiana.  He  died  at  Braddock's 
Field  in  1822.  He  was  a  brave  soldier  and 
an  honest  man. 



AMERICAN  REVOLUTION. 41 

was  energetic,  active  and  ambitious  to 
serve  his  country,  but  he  found  his 
duties  arduous  and  disagreeable.  The 

population  of  this  thinly  settled  frontier 
from  which  he  was  to  draw  recruits 

and  obtain  supplies,  harrassed  by  in- 
cursions of  the  Indians,  and  wearied  by 

the  long  continuance  of  the  war,  was 
in  a  destitute  condition  ;  and  it  was  with 

the  greatest  difficulty  that  he  could 
keep  his  soldiers  clad  and  fed.  Yet 

during  the  summer  of  1779  he  made 
vigorous  preparations  to  strike  a  blow 
that  would  prove  a  diversion  in  favor  of 

General  Sullivan.  Profiting  by  the  sug- 
gestions of  Washington,  made  when 

co-operation  between  the  two  expedi- 
tions was  contemplated,  he  commenced 

constructing  canoes  and  batteaux  at 
Fort  Pitt  and  at  other  posts.  He  had 

as  many  as  one  hundred  fifty  boatbuild- 
ers  employed  at  one  time.  On  the  31st 
of  July  he  had  about  sixty  boats  nearly 
finished.  Some  of  the  canoes  made  of 

poplar  would  carry  two  tons.  About 

the  middle  of  June  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bayard,  by  his  command,  commenced 
the  construction  of  a  fort  at  Kittanning, 

which  was  completed  during  the  last  of 
July,  and  called  Fort  Armstrong,  in 
commemoration  of  the  exploit  of  Col. 

John  Armstrong  in  September,  1756, 
when  he  surprised  and  burned  the  old 

Indian  town  of  Cattauyan,  which  then 

stood  there,  killing  thirty  or  forty  of 
its  Indian  defenders,  including  their 
resolute  Chief,  Captain  Jacobs.  Hugh 
Mercer,  afterwards  a  distinguished 

American  General,  who  fell  at  the  bat- 

tle of  Princeton,  accompanied  Arm- 
strong  on    this    expedition.  Colonel 

(3)  Captain  Samuel  Brady  was  born  at 
Shippensburgh,  Pa.,  in  1758.  He  was  at  the 
seige  of  Boston,  and  a  Lieutenant  at  the 
massacre  of  Paoli.  He  lost  both  his  father 
and  brother  by  the  hands  of  the  Indians; 
and  took  an  oath  of  vengeance  against  the 
race.  Having  been  ordered  to  Pittsburg 
with  the  rest  of  his  regiment  under  Colonel 
Brodhead,  he  had  an  opportunity  to  fulfill 
his  vow.  He  was  generally  placed  in  com- 

mand of  the  scouting  parties  sent  into  the 

l)rodhead  exerted  himself  also  to  se- 
cure the  friendship  of  the  Delawares, 

and  to  excite  them  to  war  against  the 
Six  Nations.  He  secured  the  adhesion 

01  Killbuck  and  other  warriors,  and  also 

that  of  the  young  Delaware  Chief  Nan- 
oland,  who  subsequently  distinguished 
himself  on  several  occasions.  While 

making  preparations  for  the  campaign, 
early  in  the  summer,  he  received  private 
intelligence  that  Butler  and  two  hundred 

Rangers  and  a  number  of  Indians  de- 

signed making  an  attack  upon  the  fron- 
tier, west  of  Laurel  Hills,  when  the 

strawberries  should  become  ripe ;  and 

during  all  the  spring  and  summer 

prowling  parties  of  Indians  committed 
murders  in  Western  Pennsylvania. 

These  dangers  required  constant  vigi- 
lance upon  the  part  of  Colonel  Brod- 
head, and  obliged  him  to  keep  parties 

of  Rangers  traversing  the  wilderness  to 

protect  the  inhabitants.  In  June  Lieu- 
tenant Hardian,  a  brave  partizan  officer 

who  had  often  distinguished  himself 
was  sent  with  eleven  men,  skilled  in  the 

warfare  of  the  border,  towards  the  Sen- 
eca country.  Lieutenant  Peterson  and 

pLusigns  Morrison  and  W  ood  led  other 
parties  towards  the  Indian  towns.  In 

June  three  men,  who  had  been  sent  to 

reconnoitre  in  the  Seneca  countr}',  re- 
turning from  Venango,  were  pursued 

by  a  party  of  Indian  warriors  some  dis- 
tance below  Kittanning,  and  narrowly 

escaped.  These  Indians  proceeded  to 
the  Sewickley  settlement,  on  their  way 
killed  a  soldier,  and  upon  their  arrival 
there,  a  woman  and  four  children,  and 
took  two  other  captives.  Captain 

Brady  (3).  who  with  twenty  men  and 

Indian  country  from  Fort  Pitt;  and  being  an 
athletic,  active,  and  courageous  man,  fa- 

miliar with  the  woods  and  with  Indian  war- 
fare, became  the  hero  of  many  bold  exploits 

in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
Ohio,  and  a  serious  trouble  to  his  Indian 
foes.  An  account  of  his  daring  adventures 
and  hair-breadth  escapes  would  fill  a  vol- 

ume, and  has  given  his  name  permanently 
to  many  localities  in  Western  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio. 
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tlic  youn^-  Delaware  Chief,  Nanoland. 
was  on  his  way  towards  the  Seneca 

connlry,  fell  in  with  seven  of  these  In- 
dians al)()ut  fifteen  miles  above  Kittan- 

nini^-,  at  a  point  on  the  river  now  well 

known  as  Brady's  Bend.  Brady  at- 
tacked them  at  the  break  of  day,  kill- 

ed their  captain  and  mortally  wounded 
the  most  of  them,  but  the  Indians 
staunced  their  wounds  so  that  they 

could  not  be  traced,  and  the  greater 
number  succeeded  in  escaping  into  a 

remarkable  thicket  lying  at  hand.  In 

the  language  of  Colonel  Brodhead  in  a 

letter  to  Washington,  "Brady  retook 
six  horses,  two  prisoners,  the  scalps, 

and  all  the  plunder,  which  was  consid- 
erable ;  and  took  six  guns  and  every- 
thing else  the  Indians  had,  except  their 

breech  clouts."  The  young  Delaware 
Chief,  Nanoland,  greatly  distinguished 
himself  on  this  occasion. 

Brodhead  fixed  the  early  part  of  Au- 
gust as  the  time  for  his  movement 

against  the  Indians  for  the  reason  that 
it  would  then  be  between  harvest  and 

seeding,  when  he  could  expect  volun- 
teers from  the  country.  It  would  also 

be  before  the  corn  of  the  Indians  could 

ripen  and  be  carried  away  by  them ;  and 
for  the  further  reason,  that  the  term  of 
service  of  two  hundred  of  his  men  would 

expire  on  the  loth  of  the  succeeding 
month.  The  movement  which  he  con- 

templated he  intended  as  a  diversion 
in  favor  of  Sullivan,  and  also  to  cause 

as  great  destruction  of  Indian  towns 
and  fields  as  possible.  This  obviously 
could  best  be  effected  in  the  region 

around  the  headwaters  of  the  Alleghe- 
ny. On  the  17th  of  July  he  addressed 

a  letter  to  Colonels  Lochry,  Shepherd 
Stephenson  and  Evans,  Lieutenants  of 
the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Ohio. 

Yoghagania  and  Monongahela,  to  en- 
gage as  many  volunteers  as  possible  for 

two  or  three  weeks'  service.  He  prom- 
ised to  well  treat  and  pay  them,  and 

give  them  an  equal  share  of  the  plunder. 

In  this  letter  he  fixed  the  5th  day  of  Au- 

,L^"ust  as  the  time  to  rendezvous  at  head- 
(|uarters  for  the  excursion.  He  direct- 

ed Lieutenant-Colonel  liayard,  who  was 
in  command  at  Fort  Armstrong,  and 
the  commandants  in  other  localities  to 

forward  troops  to  headquarters.  Being 

nearly  ready  for  his  march,  he  on  the 
6th  of  August  dispatched  two  soldiers 
with  a  letter  to  General  SulHvan.  This 

letter  in  a  few  words  ftdly  expresses  the 

purposes  of  the  expedition.  It  is  as 
follows  : 

Headquarters,  Pittsburgh, 
August  6th,  1779. 

Dear  General — 
I  have  obtained  leave  from  his  Excel- 

lency, the  Commander  in  Chief,  to  un- 
dertake an  expedition  against  the  Sene- 

ca towns,  on  the  waters  of  the  Alle- 
gheny ;  and  he  has  directed  me  to  open 

a  correspondence  with  you,  in  order 
that  our  movements  might  operate  in 
favor  of  each  other.  I  shall  be  very 

happy  in  such  a  correspondence  (if  it 
can  be  effected  without  too  great  a  loss 
of  Messengers),  and  an  opportunity  of 

favoring  your  designs  against  the  ene- 
my, but  fear  this  will  not  reach  you  in 

time  to  form  a  useful  co-operation. 
I  have  everything  in  readiness,  and 

am  only  waiting  for  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Laurens  to  come  in.  If  no  unfor- 

seen  impediment  hapi)ens,  I  shall  set 
out  for  Conawago  in  three  or  four  days, 

and  expect  to  reach  it  about  the  20th 
inst.  I  do  not  intend  to  stop  there,  but 

expect  to  proceed  nearer  to  the  route  I 

am  informed  you  are  going,  and  will  en- 
deavor to  write  you  again.  I  have 

twelve  Delaware  warriors  ready,  and 

have  the  promise  of  a  number  more. 
The  Cherokee  Chiefs  have  entered  into 

Articles  of  Confederation  here,  and  re- 

ceived from  my  hand  the  war-belt  and 
tomahawks. 

Should  }'ou  have  a  little  leisure,  you 

will  greatly  oblige  me  with  a  long  let- 
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ter;  I  have  but  little  news.  The  Indians 
sometimes  take  a  scalp  from  us,  but  my 

light  parties,  which  I  dress  and  paint 
like  Indians,  have  retaliated  in  several 

instances.  They  have  destroyed  one 

whole  party  of  Munseys  except  two 
and  they  went  home  wounded  and  quite 
naked.  I  think  they  are  willing  by  this 

time  to  make  peace,  but  I  hope  it  will 

not  be  granted  them  until  they  are  suf- 
ficiently drubl)ed  for  their  iniquities. 

With  the  most  perfect  regard,  and 
esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General, 

your  most  obed't  h'ble  Serv't., 
Daniel  Brodhead, 

Col.  Commanding  W.  D. 

We  have  not  the  names  of  the  mes- 

sengers sent  upon  this  difficult  and  per- 
ilous duty,  through  the  wilds  of  Western 

Pennsylvania,  over  rivers  and  moun- 
tains, between  Pittsburg  and  the  Tioga. 

They  reached  their  destination  in  safe- 
ty however,  and  delivered  the  letter  to 

General  Sullivan ;  and  he  from  Cather- 
inestown,  at  the  head  of  Seneca  Lake, 

wrote  a  reply,  which  these  adventurous 
men  bore  back  through  the  wilderness, 
and  delivered  to  Colonel  Brodhead  in 

September  at  Pittsburg  a  few  days  after 
his  return  from  the  expedition. 

The  march  was  delayed  until  the  nth 
of  August.  On  that  day,  at  the  head 
of  six  hundred  five  men,  rank  and  file, 

including  militia  and  volunteers,  and 

with  one  month's  provisions,  Brodhead 
set  out  from  Pittsburg.  The  expedi- 

tion proceeded  up  the  river,  partly  by 
water  and  partly  by  land.  It  passed  the 
Kiskeminitas  and  Crooked  Creek,  and 

forty-five  miles  above  Pittsburg,  Fort 
Armstrong,  where  now  stands,  in  the 
midst  of  an  iron  and  coal  country,  the 

thriving  town  of  Kittanning.  Here  a 
garrison  had  been  retained,  but  Colonel 
Brodhead  moved  forward  without  de- 

lay, fifteen  miles  farther,  to  the  mouth 

of  the  Mahoning,  a  tributary  of  the  Al- 
legheny from  the  east,  at  the  mouth  of 

which  was  situated  an  Indian  village. 

At  this  place,  after  a  detention  of  four 

days  by  excessive  rains  and  the  straying 
of  some  cattle,  the  stores  were  loaded 

upon  pack-horses,  and  the  expedition 
proceeded  wholly  by  land.  For  miles 
above  the  Mahoning  the  Allegheny  is 

circuitous  and  crooked ;  to  avoid  follow- 

ing its  winding  course,  and  to  shorten 
his  march,  Colonel  Brodhead  chose  a 

l)lind  and  rugged  path,  that  led  more 
directly  to  the  Indian  country  of  the 

Upper  Allegheny,  by  the  way  of  the  In- 
dian town,  called  Goshgoshunk,  upon 

the  river,  near  the  mouth  of  its  tribu- 
tary, the  Tionesta. 

Flis  march  through  the  forests  of 

Clarion  and  Venango  Counties  was  be- 
set with  many  difficulties.  Thorns, 

thick  underwood  and  fallen  timber  ob- 

structed his  way.  The  obscure  wilder- 
ness path  that  he  followed  led  up  steep 

ascents,  and  over  ranges  of  lofty  hills, 
from  the  crests  of  which  extended  and 

magnificent  views  were  to  be  had  of  the 
wild  mountainous  regions  of  Western 

Pennsylvania.  Again  the  path  would 
descend  into  some  gloomy  valley, 

where  the  sunlight  scarcely  penetrated, 

and  was  traversed  by  the  Red  Bank, 

the  Clarion,  or  some  dark  rolling  tribu- 

tary. At  Goshgoshunk  the  path  cross- 
ed the  Allegheny.  Here  had  been  three 

Munsey  villages,  where  Rev.  David 
Zeisberger,  a  Moravian  missionary, 

commenced  in  1767  to  teach  the  Indi- 
ans. He  and  his  coadjutor,  Dr.  Gotlob 

Senseman,  daily  preached  the  Gospel  to 
their  red  hearers,  who  came  with  faces 

painted  black  and  vermillion,  and  with 
heads  decorated  with  fox-tails  and  feath- 

ers, in  great  numbers  to  listen.  The 
missionaries  brought  with  them  several 
Moravian  families,  built  a  blockhouse, 

and  established  a  regular  mission  there. 

Among  the  Indians,  the  magicians  and 

old  women  violently  opposed  the  Mo- 

ravians. "They  asserted  that  the  corn 
was  blasted;  the  deer  and  game  began 
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to  retire  from  the  woods;  no  clieshnits 

and  l)ill)erries  would  j^'row,  1)ecanse 
tlie  missionaries  ])reached  a  stran<:^-e 
doctrine,  and  the  Indians  were  changin^^ 

in  their  way  of  life  and  Zeisber^-er  was 
compelled  to  remove  fifteen  miles  far- 

ther up  the  river,  to  Lawanakana,  near 
Hickory  Town,  where  he  i^athered 
around  him  a  little  settlement,  1)uilt  a 

chapel,  and  placed  in  it  a  bell,  the  first 
ever  heard  in  Venango  County  ;  and  he 
here  for  two  years  prosecuted  his  holy 

purpose. 
The  expedition  of  Brodhead  crossed 

the  river  at  Goshgoshunk,  and  pursued 
its  march  along  the  western  shore. 

High  hills — spurs  of  the  Allegheny 
mountains — bordered  one  side  of  the 

way,  and  the  clear  waters  of  the  river 
flowed  on  the  other.  Yet  the  route  at 

this  place  was  even  more  difficult  and 

[•erilous  than  that  through  the  forests 
of  Clarion  County.  Beetling  clifTs  press- 

ed close  to  the  river's  side,  leaving  a 
passage  much  of  the  way  no  wider  than 
an  Indian  trail,  through  which  he  was 
compelled  to  march.  It  was  in  one  of 

these  dangerous  defiles  that  his  advanc- 
ed guard,  consisting  of  fifteen  white  men 

and  eight  Delaware  Indians,  under 

Lieutenant  Hardian,  saw  thirty  or  for- 
ty Indian  warriors  descending  the  river 

in  seven  canoes.  The  Indians  at  the 

same  time  discovered  the  troops,  and 

immediately  landed,  stripped  off  iheir 

shirts,  and  prepared  for  action,  i^ieu- 
tenant  Hardian  disposed  his  men  in  a 

semi-circular  form,  and  they,  with  tom- 
ahawk in  hand,  began  the  attack  with 

such  courage  and  vigor  that  the  Indians 
soon  gave  wav  and  fled;  part,  plunging 
into  the  water,  escaped  across  the  river 

and  the  remainder,  favored  by  the  thick- 
bushes,  secured  safety  on  land.  The 

(4)  Jonathan  Zane  was  born  in  Berkley 
County,  Va.  He  was  an  experienced  hunter; 
a  man  of  activity  and  resolution.  He  was 
familiar  with  the  western  wilderness,  and 
acted  as  a  pilot  and  scout  in  many  expedi- 

tions against  the  Indians.     He  and  John 

main  ])o(\y  the  troo])s,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  column  and  flankers, 

were  at  the  time  in  a  narrow  pass  be- 
tween the  river  and  a  high  precipice. 

The  trooj^s  had  great  confidence  in  Col- 
onel Brodhead,  and  he  was  consequent- 

ly able  to  quickly  prepare  his  men  for 
action,  which  being  done,  he  passed  to 
the  front  in  season  to  see  the  Indians 

retreating  across  the  river.  Of  the  In- 
dians in  this  engagement,  six  or  seven 

Vv^ere  killed,  their  bodies  left  upon  the 
field ;  several  also  were  wounded.  The 

canoes  of  the  Indians  and  their  con- 
tents, which  included  clothing  and  guns, 

fell  into  the  hands  of  Colonel  Brodhead. 

Of  his  force,  three  men  only  were 

slightly  wounded,  one  of  whom  was  the 

Delaware  Indian,  Nanoland.  The  cele- 
brated scout,  Jonathan  Zane  (4),  was 

also  one  of  the  wounded.  This  encoim- 

ter  probably  occurred  near  Thompson's 
Island  in  Warren  County,  five  miles  be- 

low the  mouth  of  the  Broken  Straw. 

Col.  Thomas  Proctor  in  1791  journey- 
ed from  Philadelphia  upon  a  mission  to 

the  Western  Indians  to  persuade  them 

to  peace.  On  his  way  he  visited  the 

Allegheny  River,  and  was  there  joined 
by  Cornplanter  with  a  fleet  of  thirty 
canoes.  On  the  nth  of  April  they  ar- 

rived at  an  old  Indian  settlement  called 

Hogstown  (undoubtedly  Goshgoshunk), 
and  afterwards  proceeded  up  the  river 

to  Hickory  Town,  (Lawanakana).  On 
the  13th  of  April  they  set  out  from 

Hickor}'  Town,  and  ascended  the  Alle- 
gheny ten  miles  to  Log  Trap  Creek. 

Colonel  Proctor  states  in  his  journal 

that  he,  the  next  day,  the  14th,  "Pro- 
ceeded up  the  river  today,  took  up  our 

encampment  near  the  mouth  of  Cas- 

youdang  Creek,  it  being  the  place 
where  Colonel  Brodhead  in  1779  had 

bloven  were  appointed  guides  in  Colonel 
Crawford's  disastrous  expedition.  He  was 
one  of  the  best  marksmen  on  the  border. 
His  skill  with  the  rifle  he  displayed  against 
the  Indians  with  fatal  effect  in  several  in- stances. 
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fought  against  the  savages,  and  in 

which  action  Joseph  Nicholson,  his  in- 

terpreter, was  wounded." 
The  day  after  this  affair  Brodhead 

resumed  his  march,  and  arrived  in  the 

morning  at  the  Indian  town  of  Buck- 
aloons,  just  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Broken  Straw.  The  Indians  were  driven 

from  the  village,  and  retreated  to  the 
hills  in  its  rear  (5).  A  breastwork  of 
felled  timber  and  fascines  was  thrown 

up.  The  remains  of  this  stockade  vv^ere 
plainly  to  be  seen  a  few  years  ago.  It 
was  situated  about  one-half  mile  above 
the  mouth  of  the  Broken  Straw,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  road  from  Irvineton  to 

Warren,  upon  a  high  bluff  by  the  Alle- 
gheny, and  commanded  an  extensive 

view  up  and  down  the  river.  A  cap- 
tain and  garrison  of  forty  men  were  left 

to  guard  the  baggage  and  stores,  and 
the  troops  immediately  marched  to 
Conawago,  the  Seneca  town  that  stood 

where  the  thriving  village  of  Warren  is 
now  situated.  Conawago  they  found 
had  been  deserted  for  about  eighteen 
months.  Brodhead,  it  is  said,  sent  a 

force  several  miles  up  the  Conewago, 
and  found  deserted  villages  there. 

The  country  around  the  headwaters 

of  the  Allegheny,  and  much  of  Western 

•New  York,  was  then  a  region  unex- 
plored by  white  men.  Undoubtedly 

there  were  with  this  expedition  most 

experienced  hunters  and  bordermen ; 

yet  no  one  was  sufficiently  familiar  with 
the  country  above  the  mouth  of  the 

Conewago  to  guide  the  expedition  di- 
rectly to  the  upper  Seneca  towns,  wdiich 

were  the  most  important  settlements 

upon  the  river.  This  led  to  much  un- 
easiness upon  the  part  of  the  troops. 

Colonel  Brodhead,  however,  promptly 

ordered  the  force  to  proceed  upon  an 

Indian  path  that  appeared  to  have  l.'een 

(5)  Several  days  afterwards,  Major  Mor- 
rison, who  subsequently  became  a  distin- 

guished citizen  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  returned 
to  this  place  to  reconnoitre;  as  he  stooped 

for  some  time  used.  The  expedition 
advanced  by  this  route  up  the  right  or 
west  bank  of  the  river  with  the  utmost 

dispatch.  After  a  march  of  twenty 
miles  without  discovering  other  signs 
of  Indian  occupation  or  presence  than 

a  few  tracks  of  their  scouts,  upon  ar- 
riving at  the  crest  of  a  high  hill,  they 

saw  the  sparkling  waters  of  the  /Vlle- 
gheny  glistening  beneath  them,  and 
along  either  side  of  the  winding  river 
the  broad  and  luxuriant  cornfields  of 

the  Indians.  A  little  after,  on  descend- 
ing the  hill,  they  came  in  sight  of  their 

towns,  which  had  just  been  deserted. 
These  Indian  villages  and  cultivated 
fields  were  situated  above  the  modern 

village  of  Kinzua  along  the  Allegheny 
for  a  distance  of  about  eight  miles, 

their  northern  limit  being  not  far  from 
the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 

Colonel  Brodhead  estimated  that 

there  w^re  in  these  Indian  villages  as 

many  as  one  hundred  thirty  unusually 

large  houses,  some  of  them  sufhcient  to 
accommodate  three  or  four  Indian  fam- 

ilies. Here  was  seen  the  natural  super- 
ioritv  of  the  Six  Nations  over  the  other 

Indian  races  in  the  advance  in  civiliza- 
tion that  they  had  made  in  this  isolated 

region,  far  away  from  civilizing  influ- 
ences. Their  houses  were  substantial ; 

some  of  them  constructed  of  logs,  a 

part  of  round  and  others  of  square  tim- 
1)er,  while  others  were  frame  buildings. 

Around  them  were  extensive  and  high- 

ly cultivated  fields  of  grain  and  vegeta- 
Ides.  Colonel  Brodhead  declared  that 
he  never  saw  finer  corn  than  in  these 

fields,  although  it  stood  much  thicker 
than  white  farmers  plant  this  grain. 

From  the  great  quantity  of  corn  that 
was  here  in  the  ground,  and  the  number 

of  new  houses  built  and  building,  Col- 

to  drink  at  the  mouth  of  the  creelv,  a  rifle 
ball  splashed  the  water  in  his  face.  The 
fact  was  long  afterwards  confirmed  to  Dr. 

William  A.  Irvine,  by  one  of  Cornplanter's men. 
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oncl  Brodhcad  infcrrcMl  that  the  whole 

of  the  Seneca  and  Mnnsey  nations  con- 

templated settlino-  here.  At  the  ap- 

proach of  the  advanced  i^nard  to  the 

first  of  these  villa£;-es,  the  Indians  tied, 

leaving  several  ])acks  of  deerskins. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  tlie  main  bodv  of 

the  troops,  the  work  of  destruction  was 

commenced,  and  continued  for  three 

whole  days  without  the  least  interrup- 

tion from  the  Indians,  they  having  re- 

treated to  the  woods  for  safety.  Eight 

towns,  deserted  by  their  inhabitants, 

were  first  set  in  flames;  the  corn  was 

next  cut  down  and  piled  into  heaps ; 

over  five  hundred  acres,  at  the  least 

estimate,  were  destroyed.  Three  thou- 

sand dollars'  worth  of  plunder  was  tak- 

en, which  Colonel  Brodhead  ordered 

sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  troops.  At 

the  Upper  Seneca  town  was  found  a 

painted  war-post  or  pagod,  clothed  in 

dog-skins,  which  was  committed  to  the 

river.  This  place  was  called  Yough- 
roonwago. 

Colonel  Brodhead  makes  no  mention 

of  having  advanced  l)eyond  these  Indi- 
an towns.  Mrs.  Mary  Jemmison,  who  is 

usually  accurate,  states  in  her  narrative 

that  he  ascended  to  Olean  Point,  de- 
stroying all  the  Indian  villages  on  the 

Allegheny  River.  In  Cattaraugus  Coun- 
ty there  was  at  this  time,  at  the  mouth 

of  Cold  Spring  Creek,  the  village  of 

Che-na-shun-ga-tan ;  at  the  mouth  of 

Little  Valley  Creek,  the  village  of  Buck- 
tooth ;  at  the  mouth  of  Great  Valley 

Creek,  Killbuck's-town  ;  and  in  the  town 
of  Carrollton,  Tu-ne-nu-gwan — all  of 

which  were  destroyed,  if  any  detach- 

ment of  Colonel  Brodhead's  command 
reached  Olean  Point.  1  he  latter  place 

is  situated  upon  the  Allegheny  River,  in 
the  southeast  part  of  Cattaraugus 

County,  New  York,  and  is  distant  less 

than  thirty  miles  from  Caneadea,  an  In- 
dian town  on  the  Genesee  River,  and 

less  than  sixty  miles  from  the  larger  In- 

dians towns  destroyed  by  General  Sul- 
livan. 

Ih'odhead's  expedition  was  in  advance 
of  that  of  Sullivan.  About  the  time  the 

former  was  completing  the  destruction 
of  the  Seneca  towns  on  the  Allegheny, 

the  latter,  having  been  joined  lDy  the 

troops  of  General  Clinton,  was  more 

tlian  one  hundred  miles  to  the  east,  con- 
testing the  battle  of  Newton  with  the 

forces  of  Brant  and  Butler  at  Elmira ; 
and  it  was  not  until  two  weeks  later  that 
Sullivan  had  reached  the  heart  of  the 

Seneca  country  on  the  Genesee  River, 
and  entered  upon  the  destruction  of  the 
Indian  towns  and  the  corn  and  orchards. 

This  early  movement  upon  the  part  of 
Brodhead  undoubtedly  served  to  divert 
the  attention  and  distract  the  efforts 

of  the  Indians,  and  to  aid  Sullivan  in  his 

campaign.  Brodhead  could,  it  is  proba- 
ble, have  easily  united  his  forces  or  a 

larger  body  of  men  to  those  of  General 

Sullivan,  by  pursuing  the  Indian  trail 
along  the  Allegheny  to  Olean,  and 

thence  to  Caneadea  and  along  the  Gen- 
esee, to  join  with  him  in  a  movement 

upon  Fort  Niagara.  Indeed,  Brodhead 
wrote  to  General  Sullivan,  October  lo, 

1779,  that  he  should  have  marched  to 

Genesee,  if  he  had  not  been  disappoint- 
ed in  getting  a  sufficient  number  of 

shoes  for  his  men. 

Having  completed  the  work  of  de- 
struction at  the  upper  Indian  towns, 

the  Americans  began  their  return.  On 

their  way  they  consigned  to  the  flames 
Conawago  and  Buckaloons.  The  route 
chosen  for  their  return  march  was  the 

Venango  road.  According  to  a  pri- 
vate letter  they  crossed  Oil  Creek  sev- 
eral times.  Their  attention  was  there 

attracted  to  the  inflammable  oil  issuing 
from  the  bottom  and  sides  of  its  chan- 

nels, and  from  the  adjacent  springs, 

which  they  thought  resembled  British 

oil.  The  Massachusetts  Magazine,  pub- 
lished in  the  succeeding  year,  1780,  re- 

ferring to  this  expedition,  states  that,  in 
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the  northern  part  of  Pennsylvania, 

"there  is  a  creek  called  Oil  Creek,  wliich 
em])ties  into  the  Allegheny  River.  It 
issues  from  a  spring,  on  the  top  of 
which  floats  an  oil  similar  to  that  called 

IJarl^adoes  tar,  and  from  which  one  may 
gather  several  gallons  a  day.  The 
troops  sent  to  guard  the  Western  posts 
halted  at  this  spring,  collected  some  of 
this  oil,  and  loathed  their  joints  with  it. 

This  gave  them  great  relief  from  the 

rheumatism  with  which  they  were  af- 
flicted. The  water,  of  which  the  troops 

drank  freely,  operated  as  a  gentle 

purge." Leaving  Oil  Creek,  they  arrived  at 
French  Creek,  formerly  known  as 
Riviere  Aux  Boeufs.  The  French  first 

built  a  fort  below  its  mouth,  which  they 

named  Machault,  after  the  French  Min- 
ister of  Marine.  There  Washington, 

when  on  his  journey  to  Le  Boeuf,  in 

December,  1753,  had  an  interview  with 
the  celebrated  Captain  Jancaire.  The 
English  afterwards  built  a  fort  a  little 

higher  up,  which  was  called  Fort  Venan- 

go. About  eight  years  after  Brodhead's 
expedition  a  fort  was  built  by  the 

United  States  upon  the  south  bank  of 

the  creek,  about  one-half  mile  from  its 
mouth,  which  was  called  Franklin,  and 

from  which  the  present  town  derives  its 

name.  Leaving  Venango,  Brodhead 
ascended  French  Creek.  The  Lidian 

path  extended  up  its  eastern  side  to 
the  site  of  Meadville,  where  it  crossed 

the  stream.  General  Washington  had 

follow^ed  it  twenty-six  years  before, 
when  on  his  journey  to  Le  Boeuf. 

About  twenty  miles  from  X'enango,  as 
estimated  by  Brodhead,  he  came  to  the 
Lidian  village  of  Maghinquechaliocking 

which  was  composed  of  thirty-five  large 
houses.  This  town  he  burned.  The 

distance  from  Venango  indicated  by 
Brodhead  would  fix  its  site  not  far  irom 

the  mouth  of  Conneaut  Creek,  the  out- 
let of  Conneaut  Lake,  and  about  seven 

miles  below  Meadville,  upon  the  rich 

and  level  lands  at  the  confluence  of  the 

two  .r'treams  ;  owing  to  the  difliculty  of 
accurately  determining  distances  in  the 

wilderness,  Brodhead's  estimate  may 
not  perhaps  be  reliable.  Of  these  fer- 

tile flats,  and  of  those  about  Meaclvifle, 

a  portion  was  undoubtedly  devoted  by 
the  Lidians  to  the  raising  of  corn ;  but 

substantial  evidences  of  the  precise  lo- 
cation of  this  village  have  long  since 

disappeared.  Yet  when  the  cana!,  at 

the  point  where  it  leaves  the  aqueduct 
over  French  Creek,  near  Meadville, 

was  being  constructed,  there  was  found 
an  Lidian  burial  ground,  and  various 

Lidian  implements,  among  which  were 

very  much  corroded  cooking  utensils  of 
brass.  Li  the  graves,  besides  human 

bones,  were  also  found  corroded  cop- 
per ornaments,  and  it  may  be,  that  at 

or  near  where  these  relics  were  found, 

this  ill-starred  Lidian  village  stood. 

With  the  destruction  of  Maghinquecha- 
liocking, the  objects  of  this  expedition 

were  accomplished,  and  Brodhead  re- 
sumed his  return  march  through  the 

wilderness.  It  is  related,  that  on  this 

march,  a  young  man  named  John  Ward, 
was  badly  injured  in  Butler  County,  by 

a  horse  falling  upon  a  rock  in  a  creek; 
hence  the  name,  Slippery  Rock,  in  that 

county.  This  was  probably  the  most 
serious  injury  received  by  any  one  of 

the  force  during  the  expedition.  Col- 
onel Brodhead  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  on 

the  14th  of  September. 

The  campaign  thus  terminated  was 

successful  tliroughout.  It  was  prose- 
cuted with  promptness  and  dispatch ; 

and  completely  and  thoroughly  accom- 
plished all  of  its  objects,  without  the 

sHghtest  mishap.  Li  thirty-three  days 
over  three  hundred  miles  were  travers- 

ed, many  Lidian  towns  destroyed,  and 
flelds  devastated,  without  the  loss  of  a 

single  man  or  beast ;  one  hundred  sixty- 
five  cabins  were  destroyed,  one  hundred 

thirty  of  which  were  deserted  upon  the 

approach  of  the  troops ;  the  most  of 
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them  were  sufficiently  lar^e  to  accom- 
modate three  or  four  Indian  famihes. 

The  extensive  mountain  rci^ion,  and  the 

tangled  forests  which  had  to  be  trav- 
ersed in  order  to  reach  the  villages  of 

the  hostile  Indians,  had  been  regarded 

by  them  as  unpenetrable,  and  as  a  suf- 
ficient barrier  for  their  protection. — (6) 

The  enterprise  and  resolution  of  Col- 
onel Brodhead,  and  the  enthusiasm,  per- 

severance and  endurance  of  his  officers 

and  men,  enabled  him  to  overcome  all 

ol)stacles.  Considering  the  small  force 

engaged  in  this  expedition,  and  its  con- 
siderable results,  it  was  more  beneficial 

than  the  costly  expedition  that  proceed- 
ed from  the  east  under  Sullivan.  The 

conduct  of  all  engaged  in  Colonel  Brod- 

head's  campaign  was  evidently  regard- 
ed as  most  creditable.  The  thanks  of 

Congress  was  voted  to  him  for  execut- 
ing the  expedition ;  and  by  General 

Washington  as  appears  by  the  following 
extract  from  General  Orders,  issued 

from  his  headquarters  at  More's  House, 
to  his  army  at  West  Point :  "The  ac- 

tivity, perseverance  and  firmness,  which 
marked  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Brod- 

head, and  that  of  all  the  officers  and 

men  of  every  description  in  this  expedi- 
tion, do  them  great  honor,  and  their 

services  entitle  them  to  thanks  and  to 

this  testimonial  of  the  Lienerars  ac- 

knowledgment." 
Brodhead  believed  that  the  destruc- 

tion of  the  towns  and  fields  of  the  In- 
dians would  fill  them  with  consterna- 

tion, and  promote  the  safety  of  the  fron- 
tier. It  had  that  immediate  effect,  to 

some  extent,  for  on  his  return  to  Pitts- 
burg, he  found  distant  tribes  ready  to 

form  friendly  treaties  with  him.  The 
Chiefs  of  the  Delawares  were  there. 

(6)  Besides  the  principal  towns,  small 
settlements,  saved  from  destruction  by  their 
insignificance,  were  also  abandoned.  At 
Bemus  Point,  a  beautiml  cape  extending 
into  Chautauqua  Lake,  the  earliest  white 
settlers  found  remains  of  habitations,  and 
traces  of  cultivation;  cleared  fields  where 
wild    plum    trees    were    growing;  ancient 

The  principal  Chiefs  of  the  Hurons  and 

Wyandots  were  also  there;  and  soon 
after  came  the  King  of  the  Maquichee 

branch  of  the  Shawneese.    They  had 
been  less  hostile  towards  the  United 

States  than  the  remainder  of  that  na- 
tion.    On  the   17th  of  September,  a 

council  was  held  with  them.  Doony- 
outat,  the  Wyandot  Chief,  delivered  a 

formal  speech,  presenting  many  belts 

of  wampum,  according  to  the  Indian 

style.      He    professed    friendship  to- 
wards the  United  States,  and  promised 

to  deliver  up  the  prisoners  that  were 

in  the  hands  of  his  nation  ;  and  he  prom- 
ised that  his  people  woidd  assist  the 

English    no    more.      The  Delawares 
(with  the  exception  of  the  Munceys) 

were  at  peace  with  the  United  States, 
and  several  of  their  warriors  had  ac- 

companied Colonel  Brodhead  in  his  re- 
cent expedition.    They  on  this  occasion 

pleaded  the  cause   of  the  Maquichee 
clan    of   the   Shawneese,   whom  they 

called  their  grandchildren.  Keheleman, 
Killbuck,  and  another  Delaware  Chief, 

were  the  speakers.     The  speeches  of 
these  orators  have  been  preserved,  and 
are  fair  specimens  of  Indian  oratory. 

Colonel  Brodhead  replied  to  their  ad- 
dresses according  to  the  Indian  form, 

but  expressed  himself  with  great  mde- 
pendence.    He  plainly  told  them  that 
fair  promises  would  not  do ;  that  they 

must  give  a  practical  exhibition  of  their 

friendship ;  that  they  must  delivei-  up 
their  prisoners  ;  kill,  scalp,  and  lake  as 
many  English,  or  their  Indian  allies,  as 
they  had  before  Americans ;  and  on  all 

occasions  join  the  latter  against  their 
enemies.    Peace  was  made  on  this  ba- 

sis.   Hostages  were,  however,  required 

corn-nills,  and  even  potatoes  of  the  lady  fin- 
ger variety  that  had  been  naturally  propa- 

gaiea  from  year  to  year.  At  other  points 
upon  that  lake,  and  along  the  Conawa.11  go, 
and  in  Western  New  York,  that  had  been 
possessed  by  the  Six  Nations,  were  seen 
melancholy  traces  of  the  ruin  which  had  be- 

fallen them. 
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from  the  Wyandots  to  insure  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  its  terms. 

Ine  consequences  which  followed 

these  expeditions  were  most  disastrous 

to  the  Six  Nations.  They  were  supe- 
rior  to  all  the  other  Indian  nations. 

None  but  they  had  what  might  be  called 

a  g"overnment.  The  people  of  this  Con- 
federacy were  advanced  in  civilization 

far  beyond  what  had  been  generally  un- 
derstood. Tiiey  lived  by  the  cultivation 

of  the  soil,  as  well  as  the  chase.  They 

resided  in  permanent  villages  composed 
of  comfortable  houses,  some  of  which 

were  painted  and  even  well  furnish- 
ed. At  Ivanandaigua  General  Sullivan 

"found  twenty-three  elegant  houses, 

mostly  framed,  and  in  general  large." 
The  town  of  Genesee  contained  one 

hundred  twenty-eight  houses,  mostly 

large  and  very  elegant.  It  was  beauti- 
fully situated,  almost  encircled  with  a 

clear  flat,  extending  a  number  of  miles, 
over  which  extensive  fields  of  corn  were 

waving,  together  with  every  kind  of 

vegetable  that  could  be  conceived." 
Besides  gardens  and  cultivated  fields, 

they  had  extensive  orchards  of  apples, 

pears  and  even  peaches.  One  destroy- 
ed by  Sullivan  contained  one  thousand 

five  hundred  trees.  As  this  people  had 

learned  to  enjoy  the  comforts  and  con- 
veniences of  civilization,  the  calamity 

which  had  now  befallen  them  seemed 

the  greater.  The  winter  of  1779  and 

1780  was  remarkably  long  and  1)itter. 
The  cold  was  the  most  intense  ever 

known  in  this  country.  Washington's 
army  suffered  at  Morristown  as  severe- 

ly as  it  suffered  at  Valley  Forge  two 
winters  previously.  New  York  harbor 
was  frozen  so  firmly  that  the  heaviest 
cannon  were  wheeled  over  from  Staten 
Island  on  the  ice.  In  Western  New 

York  the  snow  fell  to  a  depth  of  five 

feet.  The  game,  upon  which  the  In- 
dians partly  subsisted,  perished  in 

great  numbers,  and  when  the  snow,  in 

the  spring,  disappeared,  multitudes  of 

deer  and  other  animals  were  found  dead 
in  the  woods.  Even  in  the  latitude  of 
Pittsburg  the  winter  was  very  severe. 
Colonel  Brodhead,  in  a  letter  from 
Pittsburg,  dated  February  nth,  [780, 
wrote  to  General  Washmgton :  "Such 
a  deep  snow,  and  such  ice  has  not  been 
known  at  this  place  in  the  memory  of 
the  eldest  natives ;  deer  and  turkies  die 
by  hundreds  for  want  of  food.  The 
snow  on  the  Allegheny  and  Laurel  Hills 

is  four  feet  deep." 
Their  villages  and  the  products  of 

their  fields  having  been  destroyed  as 
the  harvests  were  ripening,  and  the 

previous  year's  crops  exhausted,  thi Indians  were  without  shelter  and  food. 
Great  numbers  of  them  perished  dur- 

ing the  winter  from  starvation  and 

cold.  These  calamities  fell  heaviest  up- 
on the  women  and  children.  To  es- 

cape general  destruction  the  Indians 
fled  to  Fort  Niagara  for  shelter  and  re- 

lief. There,  to  add  to  their  desolation, 
a  fatal  disease,  induced  by  the  unusual 
exposure  they  had  suffered,  swept  them 
off  in  great  numbers.  The  Delaware 
Chief  Killbuck  wrote  to  Colonel  Brod- 

head from  Salem  on  the  Muskingham, 

June  7th,  1780,  that,  ''some  days  ago one  man  and  an  old  woman  came  from 

Niagara  who  acquainted  me  that  last 
winter  three  hundred  Indians  died  at 

that  place  of  the  flux." As  the  Indians  had  freely  shed  their 

blood  during  tne  war,  and  now  had  suf- 
fered almost  annihilation  for  their  faith- 

ful adherence  to  the  cause  of  the  King 

the  British  authorities  could  not  with- 

out gross  ingratitude  omit  to  provide 
for  their  relief.  Large  numbers  had 

gathered  around  the  fort  and  along  the 
River  Niagara,  and  during  the  winter 
fed  from  the  British  stores.  To  relieve 

themselves  of  this  burden,  the  British 

government  encouraged  the  Indians  to 

establish  themselves  at  convenient 

places  and  obtain  support  by  cultivating 

land.    In  May  or  June,  1780,  they  first 
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permanently  esta1)lislie(l  themselves  up- 
on lUiffalo  Creek,  near  lUiffalo,  and  in 

1780  and  1781,  a  portion  made  the  first 
settlement  upon  the  Tonawanda  and 

Cattaraugus  Creeks,  while  others  set- 
tled along  the  (lenesee  and  Allegheny 

Rivers. 

The  British  officers  also  incited  the 

Indian  warriors,  who,  exasperated  and 

smarting  under  the  chastisement  ad- 
ministered by  Sullivan  and  Brodhead, 

were  assembled  at  Niagara  in  great 
numbers,  to  make  warlike  excursions 

along  the  borders.  Seldom  less  than 
five  hundred  warriors  were  on  service 

at  one  time,  (juy  Johnson  wrote  to 
Lord  Germain  from  Niagara,  July  26thj 

1780,  that  "the  Oneidas  have  joined  the 
British,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the 

Indians  with  the  Rebels  will  soon  join 

the  British,  and  thereby  lay  open  the 
Rebel  frontier  near  the  Mohawk  Riv- 

er." "The  number  of  killed  ana  pris- 
oners (Americans)  amounted  early  in 

June  to  one  hundred  fifty-six,  and  is 

now  enlarged."  "The  number  of  men 
of  the  Six  Nations  (exclusive  of  their 

people  southward)  is  about  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred;  above  one  thousand 

two  hundred  are  warriors,  and  of  the 

latter  eight  hundred  thirty-five  are  now 
on  the  service  on  the  frontier."  Ac- 

companied by  British  officers,  these 
warriors  committed  cruelties  along  the 
frontier  until  the  close  of  the  war.  They 

destroyed  the  towns  of  the  friendly 
Oneidas.  They  invaded  and  overran 

the  valley  of  the  Mohawk,  and  made  fre- 
Cjuent  descents  upon  the  settlements 
along  the  borders  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania. 

The  English  Government,  in  the 

Treaty  of  Peace  that  closed  the  Revolu- 
tion, required  no  stipulation  in  favor  of 

the  Indians,  to  the  great  indignation 
and  disappointment  of  these  allies.  Yet 

a  portion  of  them,  including  Brant  and 

Red  Jacket,  subservient  to  British  in- 
terests, favored  confederating  with  the 

North  Western  Indians  in  the  war 

against  the  United  States  that  after- 
wards followed.  Cornplanter,  and  oth- 

er influential  chiefs,  saw,  however,  the 

folly  of  contending  against  the  growing 

States,  and  gave  wiser  counsels  in  favor 

of  peace.  In  a  treaty  held  at  Fort  Stan- 
wix,  in  October,  1784,  peace  was  made 
with  the  United  States.  About  this 

time  the  British  Government  granted 
to  the  Mohawks  a  tract  of  beautiful  land 

along  the  Ouise  or  Grand  River,  in  Up- 
per Canada.  The  other  nations  of  the 

Confederacy  afterwards  resided  upon 
lands  set  apart  for  them  in  the  State  of 

New  York,  oortions  of  which,  at  differ- 
ent times,  they  subsequently  ceded  to 

that  State,  until  there  only  remained  to 

them  the  present  diminished  reserva- 
tion. 

Allegheny,  the  name  of  the  river  upon 
which  their  remaining  lands  mostly  lie, 

has  the  same  signification  in  the  Dela- 
ware tongue  that  Ohio  has  in  the  Sen- 

eca, and  means  Fair  or  Beautiful  Wa- 

ter. The  Allegheny  is  indeed  a  beauti- 
ful river;  its  waters,  supplied  by  moun- 

tain streams,  are  remarkably  pure  and 

limpid.  lliey  flow  uninterrupted  by 
falls  over  a  bed  of  polished  pebbles, 

free  from  rocks,  in  winding  course, 

through  scenery  of  most  varied  charac- 
ter ;  at  times  rough  and  rugged,  but 

more  often  picturesque  and  beautiful. 
Above  Warren  the  bordering  hills 
along  its  course  rise  in  wild  confusion, 
and  are  covered  with  dense  forests.  The 

dark  green  of  the  pines  and  hemlocks 

contrasts  strikingly  with  the  light  ver- 
dure of  the  maples.  The  smooth  flow- 

ing current  of  the  river  now  glides  along 
the  shadow  of  a  lofty  headland,  now 

washes  the  pebbles  of  some  gently  slop- 
ing shore,  and  wild  flowers  bloom 

everywhere  along  the  banks.  In  this 
romantic  region  the  Indian  towns  are 
situated  for  thirty  miles  along  the  river. 
Commencing  just  above  the  northern 
boundary   of   Pennsylvania   lies  their 
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principal  reservation.  The  Seneca- 
Abeel,  the  clan  who  were  under  the 
immediate  control  of  the  able  and  just 
Cornplanter,  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  a 
little  south  of  its  northern  boundary,  in 
the  very  region  invaded  by  Colonel 

Brodhead.  Cornplanter  made  his  resi- 
dence at  the  close  of  his  life,  four  miles 

below  the  state  line  and  five  miles  above 

Kinzua,  near  the  center  of  a  Seneca  vil- 
lage, built  upon  the  site  of  the  upper  In- 
dian towns  destroyed  by  Brodhead. 

which  he  called  Jennesadaga,  meaning 
Burnt  Houses.  Another  tract  of  land, 
consisting  of  a])out  five  hundred  acres, 
which  includes  the  celebrated  Oil 

Springs  at  the  mouth  of  Oil  Creek,  was 
granted  to  Cornplanter  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  about  1792. 

With  the  Independence  of  the  States 

the  prestige  of  the  Six  Nations  de- 
parted. Their  government  was  as  per- 

fect a  Federal  Republic  as  human  in- 
genuity could  devise.  The  independence 

of  each  State  was  absolute,  and  yet  they 
were  bound  together  as  a  Confederacy 
by  the  strongest  of  bonds.  Each  of 
these  states,  or  little  nations,  was 

divided  into  tribes ;  a  near  family  rela- 

tionship was  supposed  to  exist  between 
the  people  of  a  tribe  of  one  nation  and 
those  of  the  corresponding  tribe  of  oth- 

ers having  the  same  name  ;  and  thus  the 
strong  tie  by  which  consanguinity  links 
man  together  was  adroitly  used  to  bind 
these  nations  into  one.  No  maxim  of 

enlightened  statecraft  was  ever  more 
skillfully  used  to  attach  a  people  to  their 
country  than  was  this  device  1)y  them. 
But  the  obliteration  of  political  and  ter- 

ritorial lines,  the  mingling  and  scatter- 
ing of  tribes,  extinguished  the  life  of  the 

Confederacy.  The  breaking  up  of  their 
ancient  seats  along  the  romantic  waters 
of  Central  New  York,  broke  also  the 

haughty  spirit  of  this  nation.  May  we 
not  regret  the  necessity  that  compelled 
the  overthrow  of  a  people  so  vigorous, 
barbarians  though  they  were?  Kmg 
Hendricks,  Brant,  Shenandoah,  Logan, 

Farmer's  Brother,  Cornplanter  and  Red 
Jacket  were  nearly  contemporaneous 
personages.  What  civilized  community 

can  point  to  such  a  measure  of  intellec- 
tual force  and  physical  energy  as  these 

forest  statesmen  present,  even  with  all 
their  savage  obliquities  and  barbarous 
instincts? 

HKODHEAD'S  KOITTE. 
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"Nor  guess  I,  was  that  Pennsylvania  home, 
With  all  its  picturesque  and  balmy  grace, 
And  nelds  that  were  a  luxury  to  roam, 
Lost  on  the  soul  that  looked  from  such  a face; 

Enthusiast  of  the  woods!  when  years  apace 

Had  bound  thy  lovely  waist   with  woman's tone, 

The  sunrise  path,  at  morn,  I  see  thee  trace 
To  hills  with  high  magnolia  overgrown, 
And  joy  to  breath  the  groves,  romantic  a,m\ 

alone." Gertrude  of  Wyoming. 

Near  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 

warlike  scenes  were  brought  nearer  to 

the  county,  and  events  of  interest  trans- 
pired within  its  limits,  and  around  the 

waters  of  our  lake.  In  1782,  we  have 
reason  to  believe  that  a  force  composed 
of  three  hundred  British,  provided  with 
twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  a  portion  of 

them  being  the  King's  Eighth  Regi- 
ment, accompanied  by  five  hundred  In- 
dians, embarked  in  canoes  upon  Chau- 

tauqua Lake  with  the  avowed  purpose 
of  attacking  Fort  Pitt.  But  hearing 
that  that  fort  had  been  repaired  and 

strengthened,  this  attempt  was  aban- 
doned, and  other  attacks  made  upon  the 

frontier  settlements,  one  of  which  was 

upon  Hannastown,  once  a  famous,  but 

now  almost  forgotten  town  of  West- 
moreland  County,   Pa.    They  burned 

Hannastown  and  kdled  and  carried  into 

captivity  the  most  of  its  inhabitants. 
This  was  the  last  expedition,  and  last 
blood  shed  in  the  north  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution. 

Some  account  of  this  expedition  and 

of  the  siege  and  destruction  of  Hannas- 
I'own  and  of  the  romantic  as  well  as 

tragic  incidents  connected  with  it  is  con- 

tained in  a  paper  entitled  ''The  King's 
Eighth,"  written  by  the  author  of  these 
pages,  and  read  at  Bemus  Point  before 
the  Chautauqua  Society  of  History  and 
Natural  Science,  and  also  published  in 
a  wxllknown  periodical.  As  this  article 
contains  an  account  of  what  is  known 

of  this  expedition,  and  also  other  facts 
concerning  Chautauqua  Lake,  and  the 

outlying  regions  pertinent  to  our  sub- 
ject, we  produce  it  entire. 

THE  KING'S  EIGHTH. 

For  a  long  time,  while  the  States  were 

yet  English  colonies,  there  was  station- 
ed on  the  frontiers  of  Canada  a  regi- 

ment of  foot  known  as  the  'Tving's 
Eighth."  This  regiment  came  from 
England  in  1768,  and  a  portion  of  the 
seventeen  years  that  followed,  during 
which  occurred  the  American  Revolu- 

tion, its  field  of  operations  embraced 
besides  Canada,  the  wilderness  region 
of  Western  New  York,  including  that 

part  in  which  lies  Chautauqua  Lake  ana 

County.  In  1785  it  returned  to  Eng- 
land. Subsequently  it  crossed  the 

sea,  and  resumed  its  old  station  upon 
the  frontier  in  the  woods  of  Canada, 
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and  took  part  in  the  last  war  that  oc- 

curred between  England  and  the  States. 

I  will  in  this  paper, give  a  brief  his- 
tory of  the  regiment,  and  some  account 

of  such  of  its  operations  as  have  been 
connected  with  the  Chautauqua  Lake 

region,  and  that  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  regiment  was  organized  more 

than  two  hundred  years  ago.  Although 
the  individual  members  of  the  regiment 

have  died,  been  killed,  or  discharged, 
and  others  have  filled  their  places,  m 

turn  to  pass  a\yay,  it  has  preserved  its 
identity  as  a  regiment  even  to  this  day. 

It  was  organized  in  1685  to  defend 

King  James  the  Second  during  the 
rebellion  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth 

and  was  styled  the  Princess  Anne  of 

Denmark's  regiment ;  but  it  afterwards 
fought  with  King  William  against  King 

James.  It  was  then  called  by  Macau- 

ley,  Beaumont's  Foot,  and  it  is  men- 
tioned by  that  writer,  that  previous  to 

the  battle  of  the  Boque  it  refused  in  de- 
fiance of  the  mandate  of  King  James  to 

admit  Irish  Papists  to  its  ranks.  In 
that  famous  affair,  which  decided  the 

fate  of  that  king,  it  fought  under  the 
banner  of  William ;  it  also  took  part 
under  him  in  the  siege  of  Limerick. 

Upon  the  accession  of  Anne  to  the 

throne  it  was  called  the  "Queen's  Regi- 
ment," and  during  her  reign  it  took 

part  in  many  sieges  and  battles  in  the 

campaigns  of  the  great  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, among  them  the  famous  bat- 

tle of  Blenheim.  During  the  reign  of 
George  the  First,  as  a  reward  for  its 

good  conduct,  it  was  styled  the  "King's 
Regiment  of  Foot."  In  the  reign  of 
George  the  Second,  it  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Fontenoy  under  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  where  he  was  defeated 

by  the  French  under  their  great  Mar- 
shal Saxe.  In  the  war  of  the  Pretend- 

er it  fought  in  Scotland  under  the  ban- 
ner of  the  Duke  of  Cumberland  and  was 

at  the  battle  of  Falkirk,  and  afterwards 

at  Culloden,  which  is  celebrated  in 

Campbell's  best  verse— Culloden,  where Lochiel  and  his  1)onneted  chieftains 
marshalled  their  clans. 

"Clan  Ronald  the  dauntless  and  Mory  the 

Proud," "All   plaid ed   and   plumed   in  their  tartan 

array." I>ut  the  clans  of  Culloden  were  scat- 
tered in  the  fight,  and  the  highlands  of 

Scotland  made  to  feel  the  desolating 
horrors  of  war. 

In  the  reign  of  George  the  Third, 
May,  1768,  the  regiment  embarked  for 
North  America,  and  was  stationed  at 
Quebec  and  Montreal.  October,  1771, 
his  Majesty  conferred  the  command  of 

the  regiment  upon  Bijoe  Armstrong. 
After  passing  several  years  at  Quebec,. 
Montreal,  St.  John  and  Chambley,  the 
regiment  was  removed  west  to  the 

Great  Lakes.  One  division  occupied 
Fort  Niagara,  another  portion  Detroit, 
and  the  remainder  occupied  other  places 
upon  the  borders  of  the  Great  Inland 
Seas.  During  the  Revolution  a  portion 
of  this  regiment  under  Captain  Foster 
was  engaged  in  the  h3.tt\e  of  the  Cedars 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  above  Montreal. 

( )ne  hundred  of  its  men  participated  in 
the  siege  of  Fort  Stanwix  when  it  was 

1)esieged  by  St.  Leger.  During  the 

long  period  that  it  was  stationed  in  Can- 
ada it  saw  wonderful  changes  along  the 

frontier.  Great  inroads  were  made  in 

its  forests  by  the  axe,  farms  were  clear- 
ed up,  roads  constrticted,  and  dwellings 

erected.  The  long  time  that  this  regi- 
ment was  stationed  here  made  the  of- 
ficers and  men  very  familiar  with  this 

region  and  in  conseqtience  of  their  su- 
perior knowledge  of  the  locality,  its  ser- 
vices became  highly  valuable  to  the 

British  government. 
But  what  is  more  to  the  purpose,  and 

of  especial  interest  on  this  occasion,  is 

the  fact  that  there  is  much  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  one  of  the  expeditions  in 

which  it  was  engaged  during  the  Revo- 
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lulion  extended  into  C'hantaiujua  Coun- 
ty, ])asse(l  over  tliis  lake,  1)y  this  1)eaiiti- 

fnl  cape  and  through  the  narrow  strait 
heyond  which  He  the  ])leasant  fields  of 

llarnionw  It  is  interesting-  to  know 
that  more  than  a  century  ago,  there 

])asse(l  bv  this  very  spot,  armed  forces 
of  civilized  men,  accompanied  by  theii 

red  allies  ;  that  along  these  shores  war- 
like bands  were  seen,  and  martial 

sounds  were  heard. 

"The  last  blood  shed  in  the  field  dur- 

ing- the  war,"  says  Bancroft,  "was  at 
Cambahee  Ferry,  in  South  Carolina, 
on  the  27th  of  August,  1782,  when  the 

}'Oung-  and  gallant  Laurens  fell  mortally 

wounded."  According  to  Lossing, 
the  last  life  sacrificed  was  that  of  Cap- 

tain Wilmot,  who  was  killed  at  Stone 

Ferry  in  September  following. 
This  expedition  of  which  we  have 

spoken  was  one  of  the  last  that  occur- 
red during  the  Revolution  in  the  north. 

It  ended  in  the  burning  of  Hannastown, 

once  a  famous,  but  now  almost,,  forgot- 
ten town  of  Westmoreland  County,  in 

Western  Pennsylvania.  The  destruc- 
tion of  Hannastown  occurred  on  the 

13th  of  July,  1782,  not  two  months  be- 
fore the  affair  in  which  Colonel  Lau- 
rens fell. 

Over  a  century  has  elapsed  since  this 

event,  and  the  circumstances  attending 
it  (but  little  known)  are  fast  fading  from 
remembrance.  Its  importance  as  a 

closing  act  of  the  War  for  Independ- 
ence demands  that  it  should  not  entirely 

pass  into  oblivion. 

Apprehensions  had  long  been  enter- 
tained during  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 

tion by  Washington  and  the  American 
commandant  at  Pittsburg,  that  the 
British  meditated  a  descent  upon  that 
post  from  Niagara.  In  1779  intelligence 
was  received  that  Butler,  and  two  hun- 

dred rangers,  designed  attacking  it 
when  strawberries  should  become  ripe. 
In  1 781  Washington  was  informed  that 
Sir  John  Johnson  and  Colonel  Connely 

were  collecting  a  large  force  to  proceed 

against  Pittsburg,  and  Colonel  Brod- 
head,  who  then  commanded  there,  care- 

fully guarded  against  such  an  attempt. 

In  June  or  July,  1782,  Colonel,  after- 
wards Brigadier-General,  William  Ir- 

vine, who  then  commanded  at  Pitts- 
burg, received  repeated  accounts,  from 

Canadians  who  deserted  to  him,  and 

from  friendly  Indians,  of  a  strong  force 

moving  to  attack  him.  In  August  of 

that  year  he  picked  up  at  Fort  Pitt  a 
number  of  canoes  that  had  drifted  down 

the  river.  Subsequent  to  the  Revolu- 
tion, while  exploring  Chautauqua  Lake 

he  learned  further  particulars  of  the  ex- 
pedition. In  a  long  and  entertaining 

letter  to  General  Washington,  dated 

January  27,  1788,  General  Irvine  com- 
municated many  interesting  facts  con- 

cerning this  force  and  Chautauqua 

Lake  where  they  had  assembled.  We 
have  here  only  space  for  that  part  of 
his  communication  which  relates  to  the 

subject  of  this  article.  Information  re- 

specting this  armament  had  been  com- 
municated to  him  by  a  white  man  named 

Matthews,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by 

the  Indians  in  1777,  and  also  by  a  Chief 
of  the  Seneca  tribe,  concerning  which 

he  wrote :  *'The  Seneca  related  many 
thing;s  to  corroborate  and  convince  me 
of  its  truth.  He  stated  that  he  was  con- 

stantly employed  by  the  British  during 

the  late  war,  and  had  the  rank  of  cap- 
tain, and  that  he  commanded  the  party 

which  was  defeated  on  the  Allegheny  by 

Colonel  Brodhead;  that  iu  the  year  1782 

a  detachment  composed  of  three  hun- 
dred British  and  five  hundred  Indians 

was  formed  and  actually  embarked  in 
canoes  on  Lake  Jadaqua  with  twelve 

pieces  of  artillery  with  an  avowed  inten- 
tion of  attacking  Fort  Pitt.  This  ex- 

pedition was  laid  aside  in  consequence 

of  the  reported  repairs  and  strength  of 
Fort  Pitt,  carried  by  a  spy  from  the 
neighborhood  of  the  fort.  Thev  then 
contented  themselves   with  the  usual 
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mode  of  warfare  by  sending  small  par- 
ties on  the  frontier,  one  of  which  burned 

Hannastown.''  (i) 
"I  remember  well  that  in  August, 

1782,  we  picked  up  at  Fort  Pitt  a  num- 
ber of  canoes  which  had  drifted  down 

the  river ;  and  I  received  repeated  ac- 

counts, in  June  and  July  from  a  Canadi- 
an who  deserted  to  me,  as  well  as  from 

some  friendly  Indians,  of  this  arma- 
ment, but  I  never  knew  before  where 

they  assembled.  Both  Matthews  and 
the  Seneca  desired  to  conduct  me  to 

the  spot  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Jadaqua 
where  lies  one  of  the  four  pounders  left 

by  the  French.  Major  Finly,  who  has 

been  in  that  country  since  I  was,  in- 

formed me  that  he  had  seen  the  gun." 
(2) 

It  does  not  seem  that  this  gun  was 
ever  found  by  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county.  Its  rusty  remains  may  yet  be 
discovered.  Along  the  borders  of  a 

stream  called  the  Inlet,  which  flows  in- 
to the  head  of  this  lake,  as  early  as 

aSio,  were  to  be  seen  many  decayed 

and  moss-covered  stumps.  The  bodies 
of  the  trees  felled  from  them  had  been 

removed,  carved,  perhaps,  into  boats 
and  canoes.  The  tops  and  unavailable 

parts  remained  where  they  fell.  At 
one  point  an  ancient  ax,  and  at  another, 

a  musket  with  a  rusty  barrel  and  a  lot- 
ten  stock,  found  at  an  early  day  near 
the  shore  of  the  lake,  were  perhaps 
relics  of  this  expedition. 

William  Bemis,  in  1822,  when  deep- 
ening the  channel  of  the  outlet  to  the 

lake  at  Jamestown,  found  a  row  of  piles 

driven  firmly  into  the  earth,  and  extend- 
ing across  the  bed  of  the  stream.  They 

were  placed  there  years  before  the  set- 

(1)  The  correspondence  that  occurred  be- 
tween General  Irvine  and  General  Wash- 
ington upon  this  subject,  is  given  in  full 

by  the  writer  of  these  annals,  with  other 
interesting  matter  on  pages  two  hundred 
eighty-nine  to  two  hundred  ninety-four  in- 

clusive in  the  history  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty, published  in  1894,  by  Wm.  A.  Fergusson 

Co, 

tlement  of  the  country,  to  dam  and  raise 
the  waters  of  the  laKc,  it  is  supposed, 
sufhcient  to  create  a  flood  that  would 
bear  the  boats  down  the  river. 

Besides  these  marks  of  the  presence 
of  this  armament  we  have  other  evi- 

dences that  this  expedition  proceeded 

from  Niagara  and  passed  over  Chau- 
tauqua Lake  ;  contained  in  letters  writ- 

ten at  the  time,  and  published  in  the 

newspapers  of  the  day.  But  we  have 
not  the  space  to  give  in  this  paper  in 

greater  detail  the  proofs  that  I  have  col- 
lected, heretofore  unpublished,  that  jus- 

tify this  conclusion. 

Hannastown,  the  ill-starred  village 
that  suffered  the  vengeance  of  these 

marauders,  was  then  a  place  of  import- 
ance on  the  border.  It  was  some  forty 

miles  easterly  from  Pittsburg,  and 
three  miles  northeast  from  where  is 

now  the  town  of  Greensburg.  It  was 

the  first  place  west  of  the  Alleghenies 
at  which  courts  of  justice  were  held.  It 

contained  a  courthouse  and  jail,  a  stock- 
aded fort,  and  about  thirty  substantial 

houses,  two  stories  in  height,  built  of 

squared  logs.  It  was  once  a  gathering 
place  for  frontiersmen,  and  often  the 
scene  of  stirring  events. 

The  story  of  the  calamities  that  be- 
fell Hannastown  at  this  time  may  be 

briefly  told.  During  the  spring  o 

1782,  the  perils  from  the  Indians  that 
threatened  Westmoreland  County  filled 
the  hearts  of  its  people  with  gloomy 

forebodings.  Fears  of  want  oppressed 
them,  but  as  the  season  advanced,  it 

/brought  with  it  the  usual  promise  of 

plenty,  and  a  genial  summer  early 
browned  its  fields  with  ripening  grain. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  a  band  of  villagers 

(2)  The  correspondence  that  occurred 
between  Gen.  Irvine  and  Gen.  Washington 
upon  this  subject  is  given  in  full  by  the 
writer  of  these  annals  with  other  interesting 
matter  at  pages  289  to  294  in  the  history  of 
Chautauqua  County  published  by  Wm.  4, 
Fergusson  &  Co. 
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went  out  from  Haiinastown  half  a 

league  north  io  O 'Conner's  field,  to 
gather  in  the  harvest  of  Michael  lluff- 
nagle.  The  reapers  prosecuted  their  la- 
hors  with  diligence,  and  when  they  had 

cut  down  one  field,  one  of  their  num- 
her,  who  had  passed  to  the  side  nearest 

the  woods,  was  startled  by  the  appear- 
ance of  Indians.  He  gave  the  alarm, 

the  harvesters  fied  to  the  village  in  the 
greatest  consternation,  unseen  by  their 
Indian  foes.  When  they  arrived  at 
Hannastown,  the  inmates  of  the  jail, 
having  been  released,  the  citizens,  men, 
women  and  children,  were  gathered 
within  the  stockade. 

Of  the  marauding  party  assembled  at 
Chautauqua  Lake,  the  greater  portion 
had  ascended  the  Allegheny  as  far  as 
the  mouth  of  the  Kiskiminetas,  which 

was  ascended  by  them  to  a  convenient 
point  at  which  to  safely  conceal  their 
canoes  ;  they  then  proceeded  by  land  a 

distance  of  about  twenty-seven  miles  to 
Hannastown,  carefully  avoiding  the 

clearings  and  settled  places,  that  no  no- 
tice should  be  given  of  their  approach ; 

but  Captain  Jack,  a  famous  frontiers- 
man, discovered  them  as  they  passeci  his 

farm,  five  miles  north  of  Hannastown  ; 
he  mounted  his  horse,  reached  the  town 

by  a  shorter  route,  and  gave  the  alarm. 

In  the  meantime  David  Shaw,  a  gal- 

lant young  fellow,  and  three  other  ac- 
tive young  men,  who  had  lingered  in 

the  flight  from  O'Conner's  field,  that 
they  might  better  watch  the  movements 

of  the  foe,  or  had  gone  out  for  that  pur- 
pose from  Hannastown,  were  discover- 

ed and  pursued  bv  the  ai:)proaching  In- 
dians. The  race  was  for  life.  The 

Indians,  lest  they  should  arouse  the 

townspeople,  whom  they  believed  to  be 
ignorant  of  their  approach,  refrained 

from  discharging  their  guns,  but  silent- 
ly followed,  with  tomahawk  in  hand. 

The  young  men,  fleet  and  vigorous  as 
they  were,  scarcely  gained  upon  their 
swift  pursuers.    They  could  hear  the 

rapid  footfalls  of  the  savages  close  be- 

hind them,  light  as  the  panther's  tread. 
y\s  thev  furtively  glanced  backward  in 

their  flight,  they  could  see  the  Indians' 
scalp-locks  tossing  in  the  wind,  and 
their  dark  and  shining  skins  gHstening 

among  the  leaves.  When  they  had  gain- 
ed the  open  space  near  the  town,  the 

Indians  brandished  their  tomahawks 

and  gave  the  warwhoo]^,  but  the  young 
men  now  felt  sure  of  their  safety,  and 

David  Shaw  raised  his  rifle  to  his  shoul- 
der and  brought  the  foremost  Indian  to 

the  earth.  He  and  his  companions  en- 
tered the  fort  in  safety.  The  Indians  ex- 

asperated to  find  themselves  thwarted, 

set  up  terrifying  yells,  and  commenced 
their  work  of  destruction.  They  pil- 

laged the  houses  and  set  them  on  fire, 

and  all  were  burned  but  two,  that  for- 
tunately stood  within  the  protection  of 

the  fort.  One  Indian  was  killed  while 

parading  in  a  military  coat  which  he  had 
found  in  a  deserted  house.  The  only 
disaster  that  befell  the  inmates  of  the 

fort  was  of  a  most  affecting  character. 
A  little  child  had  strayed  opposite  an 

aperture  in  the  gate  through  which  the 
bullets  often  whistled.  Janette,  the 

kind-hearted  sister  of  David  Shaw,  ran 
to  rescue  it  from  its  peril.  As  she 

stooped  to  take  the  little  one,  an  Indian 
bullet  pierced  her  breast. 

Soon  after  the  attack  was  com- 
menced, a  portion  of  the  marauders 

drew  of¥  toward  Millerstown,  a  small 
settlement  some  three  miles  away, 

where,  besides  a  principal  dwellinghouse 

or  mansion,  sometimes  called  Fort  Mil- 
ler, were  a  dozen  rude  cabins,  occupied 

by  settlers  who  had  fled  from  the  dan- 
gers to  which  their  isolated  homes  in 

the  forest  exposed  them.  In  the  man- 
sion, on  the  day  before,  a  young  couple 

who  came  to  escape  the  perils  of  the 
border,  were  joined  in  marriage.  John 

Brownlee,  a  brave  and  generous  fron- 
tiersman, and  his  family,  and  others 

from  Hannastown,  were  there  partici- 
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pating-  in  the  festivities  of  the  occasion. 
On  the  succeeding  day,  while  some  of 

the  occupants  of  the  cabins  were  mow- 
ing in  the  meadows,  or  engaged  in  their 

ordinary  duties,  they  were  startled  by 
the  arrival  of  the  marauders  from  Han- 

nastown  who  announced  their  approach 

by  wild  yells.  Happily,  the  occupants 

of  the  cabins  made  their  escape.  A  re- 
markable incident  is  told  of  their  flight : 

One  man,  while  carrying  his  little  child 
in  his  arms,  and  assisting  his  mother  to 

flee,  was  so  closel}^  pursued  as  to  be 
forced  to  the  choice  of  abandoning  his 

child  or  leaving  his  aged  parent  to  the 

cruel  mercies  of  the  savages.  What  in- 

fluenced his  action  on  that  trying  occa- 
sion, we  know  not,  nor  could  we,  if  we 

knew,  justly  censure  an  act  compelled 
by  such  cruel  necessity ;  he  left  the 
child,  saved  his  mother,  and  fortune 

smiled  upon  the  act,  for,  strange  to  re- 

late, when  the  grief-stricken  father  re- 
turned at  the  earliest  dawn  on  the  suc- 

ceeding day  to  find  some  trace  of  his 
child,  he  found  that  the  little  fellow  had 

gone  back  through  bushes  and  briars  to 
his  cabin,  and  was  curled  in  his  own  bed 

fast  asleep.  The  inmates  of  the  mansion 
were  less  fortunate  than  the  occupants 
of  the  cabins.  The  wedding  festivities 
were  still  being  continued,  when  the 

guests  were  appalled  by  the  wild  war- 
whoop  of  the  Indians.  The  surprise  was 
so  complete  that  they  were  unprepared 
either  to  fight  or  to  flee,  and  many  were 
made  prisoners.  One  strong  young 
man  made  a  resolute  effort  to  escape. 

He  caught  up  one  of  Brownlee's  chil- 
dren that  stood  near  him,  and  fled, 

closely  pursued  by  the  Indians ;  his 

coolness  and  vigor  enabled  him  to  es- 
cape his  pursuers,  and  secure  the  safety 

of  himself  and  the  child.  Brownlee  him- 
self would  not  abandon  his  wife  and  re- 

maining child.  He  was  consequently 
made  an  unresisting  prisoner. 

All  the  afternoon,  from  two  o'clock, 
when    the    attack    upon  Hannastown 

commenced,  Captain  Jack  was  busy 
arousing  the  country,  and  gathering 
the  women  and  children  to  places  of 
safety.  It  is  said  that  he  saved  six  fam- 

ilies from  captivity.  His  generous  care 
for  the  safety  of  others,  his  coolness 
and  daring,  made  him  the  hero  of  the 
occasion.  When  he  saw  the  Indians 

moving  off  toward  Millerstown,  he  gal- 
loped away  to  warn  the  people  of  their 

peril.  He  rode  rapidly  up  a  long  lane 
leading  to  the  place,  ignorant  that  the 
Indians  were  there  before  him.  He 

had  come  within  gun-shot  when  he  dis- 
covered them.  He  quickly  turned  his 

horse  to  fly.  Many  bullets  whistled 
near  him,  one  of  which  cut  his  bridle 

rein.  Yet  he  galloped  away  and  made 

his  escape.  Captain  Jack  lived  long  af- 
ter these  events  near  the  scene  of  their 

occurrence,  highly  esteemed  by  his 
neighbors  for  his  humane  and  gallant 
conduct  on  that  occasion,  as  well  as  for 

his  modest  bearing  afterward.  In  his 

old  age  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 

granted  him  a  pension,  chiefly  for  res- 
cuing the  women  and  children  on  the 

day  that  Hannastown  was  burned. 
The  Indians  at  Millerstown  loaded 

their  captives  with  spoils  and  set  out  to 
return  to  Hannastown.  Brownlee  was 

well  known  to  them  for  his  courage  and 

exploits.  The  party  had  not  proceed- 
ed far  when  one  of  their  number,  by  a 

preconcerted  signal,  stepped  behind 
Brownlee  and  buried  a  tomahawk  in  his 
head.  The  same  Indian  killed  the  child 

Avhich  Brownlee  was  carrying  on  his 
l)ack.  A  woman  who  had  screamed 

with  horror  at  the  deed,  fell  also  by  the 

same  tomahawk.  The  three  were  bur- 

ied the  next  day  by  the  people  of  Han- 
nastown, in  the  Machlin  field.  The 

place  of  burial  has  been  long  preserved. 

By  nightfall  all  the  Indians,  including 
those  who  had  pillaged  Millerstown. 
had  assembled  in  the  valley  of  Crab 
Tree  Creek,  near  Hannastown,  and  were 

preparing  to  renew  the  attack  on  the 
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fort  earl\-  the  following  morning,  but 
thirl V  settlers,  some  on  foot  and  others 
on  horse1)aek,  managed  to  enter  the 

fort  that  night.  T)y  means  of  the  drum 

and  hfe,  and  other  artifiees,  they  im- 
pressed the  l)esiegers  with  the  beHef 

that  the  fort  had  been  strongly  rein- 

foreed.  Although  there  were  but  for- 
tv-five  rifles  and  fifty-five  or  sixty  men 
in  the  fort,  the  marauders  took  the 
alarm  and  soon  after  withdrew.  Their 

trail  was  followed  the  next  morning  as 
far  as  the  Kiskiminetas. 

This  marauding  party  was  estimated 
to  number  three  hundred  Indians  under 

the  celebrated  Chief  Guyasutha  (3),  and 

sixty  white  men.  Their  numbers  may 

have  been  exaggerated,  however.  The 

captives  they  took  were  surrendered  by 
the  Indians  to  the  British,  and  all  but 

one,  it  is  said — a  beautiful  young  lady 
who  had  been  wooed  and  wedded  while 

in  captivity,  by  a  British  officer — were 
delivered  up  after  the  peace  of  1783,  and 
returned  to  their  country. 

For  nearly  half  a  century  after  these 

events,  the  site  where  Hannastown 

stood  remained  untilled.  In  1826  it  was 

purchased  by  John  Steele,  and  has  eince 

(3)  Ouyasiitha,  variously  spelt  by  differ- 
ent writers,  Geyesutha,  Giiyasiidy,  Kiasii- 

tha,  and  by  General  Richard  Butler  Kiasola. 

Although  prominent  in  Pontiac's  war,  Park- 
man  scarcely  mentions  him.  His  life  was 
as  worthy  of  remembrance  as  Cornplanter, 
Red  Jacket,  or  Farmers  Brother.  Guysu- 
tha  when  young,  was  a  companion  of  Wash- 

ington on  his  mission  to  the  French  in  1753, 
from  Logstown  to  Le  Boeuf.  In  1763.  he 
was  a  chief  of  the  Senecas.  He  then  en- 

tered into  the  conspiracy  of  Pontiac,  and 
was  the  first  it  is  probable  to  commence 
the  contest  which,  although  generally  called 

Pontiac's,was  sometimes  called  Guyasutha's war.  Guyasutha  is  said  to  have  led  the 
Indians  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Bushy  Run, 
which  was  the  most  desperate  encounter, 
with  the  Indians  that  perhaps  ever  took 
place  on  this  continent,  a  conflict  in  which 
the  Indians  displayed  a  steady  valor  and 
endurance,  equal  in  every  respect  to  their 
brave  and  civilized  opponents.  At  the  close 
of  this  war,  in  the  conference  held  near 
Lake  Brie,  between  the  Indian  tribes,  he 
was  a  leading  character.  Later  in  the  con- 

ference on  the    Muskinghum  between  Col. 

been  occupied  by  cultivated  fields.  Wil- 
liam Steele,  his  son  now  owns  this  an- 
cient site. 

With  him  I  have  corresponded  with 

reference  to  the  subject  of  this  article. 
He  informs  me  that  the  rank  growth  of 

grain,  the  luxuriant  crops  of  corn  that 
have  grown  above  it  for  many  years, 
show  that  there  were  once  fertile  fields 

and  gardens,  where  a  numerous  popula- 
tion must  long  have  dwelt.  Copper 

coins  of  the  dates  of  the  reigns  of  the 

three  Georges,  and  other  relics,  still  are 

found.  An  excellent  and  never-failing 

spring  of  pure  cold  w^ater  marks  the 
spot  where  the  stockade  stood. Upon  the 
hill  to  the  west  of  the  place,  still  known 
as  Gallows  Hill,  stands  an  oak  tree, 

upon  which  the  criminals  in  those  early 
days  suffered  the  extreme  penalty  of 

the  law.  Upon  this  hill  also,  over  sev- 
eral acres,  are  thickly  strewn  the  graves 

of  that  frontier  people.  The  rough 

headstones  upon  which  are  rudely  carv- 

ed, quaint,  but  dim  inscriptions,  still  re- 
main undisturbed  by  the  plow.  May 

this  ancient  cemetery,  where  these  lude 

forefathers  sleep,  long  remain  undese- 
crated.    Here,  it  is  probable,  rest  the 

Boquet  and  the  Senecas,  Delawares  and 
Shawnees,  Geyasutha  then  chief  of  the  Sene- 

cas upon  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio,  was  prom- 
inent, and  when  th  e  conference  was 

resumed  in  November  he  was  a  lead- 
ing orator;  and  took  a  part  in  the 

treaty  of  Fort  Pitt  in  1768,  at  which 
1,100  Indians  were  present.  In  1770, 
when  Gen.  Washington  made  a  journey  west 
as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha, 
when  near  the  mouth  of  the  Muskinghum, 
he  made  a  ceremonious  visit  to  the  camp 
of  Guyasutha  who  was  then  at  the  head  of 
the  river  tribes.  Washington  and  Guyasu- 

tha recognized  each  other,  although  seven- 
teen years  had  passed  since  their  journey 

up  the  Allegheny.  He  presented  to  Wash- 
ington a  quarter  of  fine  Buffalo  meat  just 

slain.  They  encamped  together,  and  passed 
the  night  in  friendly  conference.  Guyasu- 

tha was  familiar  with  the  country  along  the 
Allegheny  and  its  tributaries  including  our 
county  and  lake,  and  was  an  important  per- 

sonage in  the  conferences  and  treaties 
affecting  the  Indians  of  that  region. 

He  died  on  the  bank  of  the  Allegheny,  and 
left  his  name  to  a  beautiful  plain  on  that 
river  where  he  was  buried. 
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remains  of  the  kind-hearted,  unfortun- 

ate Janette  Shaw.  Here  also  Hes  brave 

Brownlee,  his  child,  and  the  poor  wo- 

man who  fell  by  the  Indian's  tomahawk. 
Not  a  stone  or  mound  of  earth  noAv 

marks  the  spot  where  Hannastown 
stood.  Of  the  fort  and  courthouse, 

once  places  of  stirring-  events,  no  relic 
remains.  The  habitations  of  the  bold 

and  sturdy  frontiersman,  ii  any  escaped 

the  Indian's  torch,  have  long  since  gone 
to  decay,  and  the  plow  has  passed  ovei 
the  hearthstones. 

"All  ruined  and  wild  is  their  roofless  abode, 
And  lonely  the  dark  raven's  sheltering tree, 

And  traveled  by  few  is  the  grass-covered road, 

Where  the  hunter  of  deer  and  the  warrior 
strode 

To  the  hill  which  encircles  the  sea." 

The  route  pursued  by  the  enemy  on 

their  retreat  after  the  burning  of  Han- 
nastown furnishes  further  proof  that  it 

fwas  a  portion  of  the  same  party  that 

embarked  upon  Chautauqua  Lake  in  the 
summer  of  1782,  and  jackets  left  by  the 

enemy  when  they  retreated  from  Han- 
nastown, the  buttons  of  which  were 

marked  the  "King's  Eighth"  further  at- 
test the  presence  of  a  portion  of  this 

regiment  at  the  burning. 
Over  one  hundred  years  ago  the 

"King's  Eighth"  left  Canada.  It  arriv- 
ed in  Eng^land  in  September,  1785.  In 

1794  Ralph  Dundas,  who  gave  his  name 

to  Dundas  Bay  on  Lake  Ontario,  suc- 

ceeded Bijoe  Armstrong  in  its  Colonel- 
cy. While  the  regiment  remained  in 

Europe  it  was  engaged  in  various  v  ars. 
It  returned  again  to  Canada  and  took 

part  upon  the  British  side  in  the  war  of 

1812.  Its  field  of  operations  was  sub- 

stantially the  same  as  it  had  Deen  dur- 
ing the  Revolution.  When  the  warlike 

force  that  gathered  upon  the  shore  of 
Chautauqua  Lake,  passing  this  very 

place  and  through  the  dark  shadows  of 

the  outlet,  over  the  rapids  at  and  below 

Jamestown,  and  descended  the  Cone- 
wango  and  the  Allegheny  rivers  to  burn 

Hannastown,  Chautauqua  was  a  soli- 
tary lake,  buried  in  the  depths  of  a  si  lent 

and  unbroken  forest,  then  seldom  vis- 

ited by  white  men.  The  wild  fowl  gath- 
ered unmolested  upon  its  bosom,  and 

the  wolf  prowled  nightly  along  its 
shores.  A  little  over  thirty  years  later 

the  "King's  Eighth"  crossed  the  Niag- 
ara River  to  Black  Rock  to  meet  the 

pioneers  of  this  very  region  in  the  bat- 
tle of  I)uffalo,  who  had  since  then  brok- 
en in  upon  the  solitude  of  the  wilderness 

that  surrounded  Chautauqua,  cleared 

the  forest  away  and  established  there 
their  homes.  It  is  recorded  that  in  the 

battle  of  Buffalo  the  "King's  Eighth" 
had  seven  killed  and  eight  wounded. 

The  regiment  also  participated  in  this 
war  in  the  taking  of  York,  and  was  at 

Sacketts  Harbor,  Stony  Creek,  Chip- 

pewa, Lundys  Lane,  Fort  Erie  and 
Plattsburgh.  In  June  it  again  left 
America.  Its  Colonel,  Ralph  Dundas, 

became  a  General  in  the  English  army. 

He  was  succeeded  in  the  Colonelcy  in 

1 81 4  by  Edmund  Stevens,  and  in  1825 
Stevens  was  succeeded  by  Sir  Henry 

Bagly.  What  distinguished  service  the 

"King's  Eighth"  rendered  in  the  suc- 
ceeding wars  in  which  Jingland  was  en- 

gaged, I  am  not  informed.  I  will  close 

its  history  with  a  description  of  its  reg- 
imental colors. 

It  bore  upon  its  banner  the  white 
horse  on  a  red  field  within  the  garter, 
and  the  crown  over  it  with  the  motto 

"Xec  asper  Terrent."  In  the  second, 
third  and  fourth  corners  the  royal  Ci- 

pher and  Crown,  also  the  words 

"Egypt"  and  "Sphinx,"  to  commemor- 
ate its  service  in  Egypt  in  the  year  1801, 

the  word  "A/Iartinique,"  for  the  capture 

of  that  island  in  1809,  and  the  word  "Ni- 
agara," for  its  distinguished  conduct  on 

the  frontier  of  Canada  in  1814. 



CHAPTER  IV. 

LATER   INDIAN  WARS,   OCCUPATION  AND   TREATIES —TENURE 
OF  THE  HOLLAND  LAND  COMPANY. 

1782-1802. 

'  Those  happy  scenes  alas!  are  o'er 
Extinguished  are  my  country's  fires, 

Where  on  Lake  Erie's  forest  shore, 
Crumble  the  ashes  of  my  sires." 

"The  foreign  plowshare  rudely  drives 
Where  sunk  in  peace  my  fathers  rest, 

And  a  sad  remembrance  scarce  survives 
In  the  dark  forests  of  the  west." 

At  the  close  of  the  Revokition,  btit 

twenty  years  before  the  first  settler  let 

the  sunlight  into  the  forests  of  the  coun- 
ty, the  extreme  western  boundary  of 

settlement  of  New  York  was  east  of  the 

center  of  the  state,  among  the  hills  and 

headwaters  of  the  Delaware  and  Mo- 
hawk. Otsego  Lake  and  Oswego 

River  were  bordered  by  forests,  btit 

lately  the  scene  of  the  fancied  exploits 
of  Uncas  and  Leather  Stocking,  forest 
.heroes  of  the  Indian  romances  of  J. 

Fenimore  Cooper.  At  this  time  all  of 

the  western  part  of  the  state  was  a  wil- 
derness held  by  the  hated  Mingoes.  The 

smoke  of  their  cabin  fires  still  curled 

above  the  chestnuts  at  Bemus  Point, 

and  the  tall  pines  that  shadowed  Kian- 
tone  Creek,  and  they  still  followed  their 

forest  trails  that  led  through  the  coun- 
ty, while  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois, 

the  Algonquin  tribes  still  held  their  an- 
cient seats  in  the  practice  ot  their  sav- 

age customs. 
Such  was  the  strength  of  the  Indian 

tribes  in  the  west  that  they  were  a  con- 
stant menace.  At  length  they  assum- 

ed so  threatening  a  tone,  that  Congress 
was  compelled  to  wage  war  upon  them, 
at  first  with  unfortunate  results.  The 
disasters  that  attended  the  celebrated 

expedition  of  General  Harmer  against 
the  Indians  in  1790  encouraged  their 
warriors  to  renewed  acts  of  hostility, 

and  in  the  spring  of  1791,  the  settle- 
ments along  the  Allegheny  were  repeat- 

edly visited  by  them,  and  women  and 
children  often  massacred  or  carried  in- 

to captivity.  Even  Northwestern  Penn- 
sylvania suffered  from  their  exctirsions. 

The  defeat  of  St.  Clair  by  the  Indians 

in  November,  1791,  rendered  them  still 
more  bold  and  ferocious  and  for  a  year 
thereafter  great  alarm  extended  along 
the  frontiers.  Their  hostile  expeditions 
extended  even  to  the  borders  of  our 

county.  James  McMahan,  afterwards 
its  first  pioneer,  in  1794  was  surveying 
in  Northwestern  Pennsylvania.  One  of 
his  chain  bearers  was  shot  and  scalped 

by  the  Indians,  as  he  and  his  men  were 
returning  to  their  camp  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Brokenstraw. 

August  20th,  1794,  General  Wayne 
completely  defeated  the  Indians  m  a 
general  battle  on  the  Maumee  River. 
This  decisive  victory  put  an  end  to  their 

power  for  harm  along  the  border.  By 
a  treaty  made  at  Greenville  with  the 
different  tril^es  of  western  Indians,  July 

30,  1795,  the  greater  part  of  Ohio  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States  and  a  long 
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period  of  border  war  ended,  and  peace 
for  the  first  time  established  in  these 

western  wilds,  which  had  never  before 

known  any  other  condition  than  that  of 
continued  and  savage  strife. 

Preparatory  to  the  occupation  of  the 
soil  by  white  men  in  the  west,  and 

quickly  following  the  treaty  of  Green- 
ville, sales  of  land  in  Ohio,  New  York 

and  Pennsylvania  were  made  on  a  large 
scale.  We  may  trace  the  title  to  these 
tracts,  as  extensive  as  some  of  the 

kingdoms  of  Europe,  through  private 

companies,  sometimes  through  individ- 
uals, until  the  sub-divided  lands  reach- 

ed the  actual  settler. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  the  history 
of  the  tenure  by  which  the  people  of  the 
county  own  the  soil.  France,  by  virtue 

of  discoveries  and  explorations  of  La- 
Salle,  originally  claimed  the  superior 
right  to  the  soil  of  Chautauqua  County. 

By  the  treaty  of  Paris  signed  in  ̂ 763, 

she  ceded  all  her  rights  to  their  terri- 
tory to  England.  In  1691,  the  Prov- 

ince of  Manchester  Bay  was  incorporat- 

ed by  the  English  government.  It  in- 
cluded all  of  the  territory  of  New  Eng- 

land as  far  south  as  the  northern  boun- 

dary of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Lsland. 

Previous  to  that  year,  King  Charles  had 

granted  a  charter  to  the  colony  of  Con- 
necticut, which  included  all  the  lands 

westward  of  Narragansett  Bay  to  the 

Pacific  Ocean,  and  lying  between  the 

forty-first  parallel  of  north  latitude  and 
the  northern  boundary  of  Connecticut. 

As  the  northern  boundary  of  Connecti- 
cut is  in  latitude  forty-two  degrees  and 

two  minutes  north,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  southern  boundary  of  the  State  of 

New  York,  including  that  of  Chautau- 

qua County,  is  the  forty-second  paral- 
lel of  latitude,  a  narrow  strip  of  land 

two  minutes  wide,  extending  along  and 

including  about  two  miles  of  the  south- 
ern border  of  the  county,  was  claimed 

bv  the  State  of  Connecticut.   That  state 

sold  its  right  to  this  strip  of  land  to  cer- 
tain parties  who  erected  one  of  the 

beautiful  capital  buildings  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  as  part  consideration 

for  the  purchase  price,  and  this  unre- 
linquished, but  unprosecuted  right  to 

the  southern  border  of  our  county  is 

still  held  by  their  heirs.  The  portion  of 

the  county  north  of  this  strip  was  claim- 
ed by  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  The 

title  of  the  territory  of  the  county  was 
also  claimed  by  the  State  of  New  Y ork, 

under  the  grant  from  Holland  to  the 
Dutch  West  India  Company,  and  by  the 

grant  by  Charles  the  Second  of  Img- 
land  to  the  Duke  of  York  and  Albany^ 
and  also  under  the  acknowledgment  of 

title  by  the  Six  Nations.  Pennsylvania 
also  claimed  the  title  to  the  territory 

including  Chautauqua  County,  under 
the  original  charter  of  William  Penn,  in 
1 68 1.  So  that  between  the  claims  of 

their  pious  Puritan  and  Quaker  neigh- 
bors, our  staid  and  honest  Knicker- 

l)ocker  ancestors  were  once  threatened 

with  and  came  near  losing  a  principal 

]3art  of  the  state,  including  our  county. 
It  was  nearly  a  century  after  the  charter 
before  Pennsylvania  abandoned  her 
claim.  Connecticut  never  abandoned 

hers.  The  claim  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts was  settled  in  1786,  by  a  grant 

of  millions  of  acres  of  land  in  Western 

New  York,  including  Chautauqua 
County. 

The  boundary  line  between  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania  having  been 

surveyed  in  1787,  it  was  found  that  the 

forty-second  parallel  of  latitude  extend- 
ed south  of  the  valuable  harbor  of 

Presque  Isle  (now  Erie)  and  that  harbor 
was  entirely  within  the  boundary  of  the 

State  of  New  York,  leaving  Pennsyl- 
vania but  two  or  three  miles  of  shore 

line  on  Lake  Erie.  The  territory  known 

as  the  "Erie  Triangle"  which  bounds 
Chautauqua  County  on  the  west,  was 
afterwards  purchased  by  Pennsylvania 

to  give  her  a  lake  port. 
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On  May  nth,  1791,  Massachusetts 

conveyed  to  Robert  Morris  all  of  her 

lands  in  the  state,  west  of  the  Phelps 

and  Ciorhan-i  Purchase.  By  various 

deeds  executed  between  that  year  and 

the  year  1799  Morris  conveyed  these 

lands  in  trust,  for  certain  persons  resid- 

ing- in  Holland,  who  subsequently  be- 

came known  as  the  Holland  Land  Com- 

pany. These  lands  were  bounded  on 

the  east  by  a  line  passing  from  the 

Pennsylvania  line  through  the  County 

of  Allegany,  a  little  west  of  its  center, 

to  Lake  Ontario.  Chautauqua  County 

was  included  in  this  purchase,  as  were 

nearly  all  lands  west  of  this  line  in  the 

State  of  New  York.  This  territory  has 

since  been  known  as  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase. 

There  was  still  another  claimant 

whose  rights  remained  to  be  disposed 

of.  The  Indians  of  New  York  possess- 

ed a  substantial  claim  to  the  soil,  meas- 

ured by  the  legal  rules  and  principles  of 

equity  recognized  by  English  courts. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 

century  in  Western  New  York  and 

Pennsylvania  there  were  many  Indian 

towns.  In  Chautauqua  County  in  the 

town  of  Kiantone  upon  the  left  bank  of 
the  Kiantone  Creek,  near  its  mouth, 

there  was  the  Indian  village  of  Kyen- 
thono.  As  late  as  T795,  when  James 

McMahan  came  up  the  Conewango  on 

his  way  to  the  north  part  of  the  county, 

at  this  place  he  found  fields  of  corn  and 

wigwams  occupied  by  the  Indians.  The 

surveyors  of  the  boundary  line  between 

the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania fixed  their  observatory  a  short 

distance  above  this  town,  on  the  same 
side  of  the  creek  and  remained  there 

fifteen  days  in  the  months  of  August 

and  September,  1787,  making  astronom- 
ical observations  and  computations,  to 

determine  the  latitude  and  longitude  oi 

the  locality  and  in  preparing  the  eighth 

latitude  boundary  stone.  Upon  Abra- 

ham Hardenburgh's  map  of  this  survey, 

Kyenthono  was  designated  as  "a.  small 
Indian  town."  When  the  first  settlers 
came  to  Kiantone  the  forms  of  corn- 
hills  were  visible  upon  lands  which  since 

had  grown  up  to  small  shrubbery  of 
thorns  and  red  plums. 

At  Bemus  Point  when  William  P.em- 

us  first  came  there  in  1806,  the  unmis- 
takable evidences  remained  that  aji  In- 

dian settlement  had  recently  existed 
there.  More  than  fifty  acres  along  tht 

creek  embracing  the  site  of  the  present 

cemetery,  and  the  woods  adjoming. 

showed  plain  marks  of  previous  culti- 
vation. The  more  elevated  parts  ap- 

peared to  have  been  abandoned  and 

grown  up  to  brush,  with  here  and  there 
a  large  tree.  Where  the  cemetery  is 
situated  were  decayed  remains  and 
traces  of  Indian  dwellings.  On  Bemus 
Creek  were  two  fields,  each  about  ten 
acres  in  extent.  The  lower  one  was  at 

the  point,  and  mostly  east  of  the  lake 
road ;  the  other  was  half  a  mile  up  the 
creek.  Where  these  improvements  had 
been  made,  wild  plum  trees  grew ;  and 
there  were  remains  of  brush  enclosures 

which  William  Bemus  repaired,  enabling 

him  to  secure  several  tons  of  hay  in  the 

first  years  of  his  settlement  there ;  corn- 
hills  were  visible,  and  potatoes  of  the 

lady  finger  variety,  that  had  been  per- 
petuated from  year  to  year,  were  grow- 

ing, some  of  which  were  gathered  and 
planted  by  William  Bemus.  The  site  of 
fthis  Indian  village  and  field,  it  is  not 

unlikely,  may  have  been  more  anciently 
occupied  by  the  Eries. 

Below  Bemus  at  Griffiths  Point,  were 

similar  signs  of  Indian  occupation. 
About  four  acres  had  been  cleared,  but 

grown  up  to  a  thick  growth  of  oak, 
chestnut,  soft  maple  and  hickory,  none 
more  than  six  inches  in  diameter.  Corn- 
hills  were  visible  over  the  entire  tract. 

The  remains  of  what  appeared  to  have 

been  a  wigwam  were  found  upon  a 
mound ;  another  field  of  about  one  acre 
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existed  at  the  foot  of  Bear  Lake  in 
Stockton. 

Between  the  Indian  villages  of  West- 
ern New  York,  and  from  them  to  their 

•  favorite  hunting  grounds  and  fishing 
places,  were  well  trodden  pathways.  Of 
these  in  Chautaucjua  County,  a  broad 
and  well  worn  Indian  trail  led  from  Cat- 

taraugus Creek  through  the  lake  towns 

to  the  Pennsylvania  line.  Another  com- 
menced near  the  mouth  of  Cattaraugus 

Creek,  and  passed  over  the  ridge  in 
Arkwright  and  Charlotte  at  its  lowest 

point,  thence  through  Charlotte  Center 

and  Sinclairville,  southerly  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Indian  towns  on  the  Alle- 

gheny River.  This  trail  had  the  appear- 
ance of  much  use ;  the  roots  of  the  trees 

along  its  margin  were  marred  and  cal- 
loused, and  at  certain  points  it  was 

worn  deeply  into  the  ground.  It  was 
used  by  the  early  settlers  as  a  highway 
or  bridle  path  in  going  to  and  from  the 
central  to  the  northeastern  parts  of  the 
county,  and  by  the  Indians  subsequent 

to  the  settlement  of  the  county.  An- 

other important  Indian  path  commenc- 
ed at  the  Indian  settlement  near  the 

mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus  Creek,  and 
passed  down  the  Conewango  Valley 
through  the  eastern  parts  of  Hanover. 
Villenova,  Cherry  Creek,  and  Ellington. 

This  path  was  used  by  the  white  men 
during  the  settlement  of  these  towns, 

and  by  the  Indians  afterwards.  In  Car- 
roll there  was  a  well  worn  path  that  led 

from  the  Conewango  easterly  up  Case 
Run,  and  through  Covey  Gap,  and  Bone 

Run  to  the  Allegheny  River,  near  Ono- 

ville  in  Cattaraugus  County.  An  In- 
dian path  led  along  the  east  shore  of 

Chautauqua  Lake,  and  from  the  head 

of  the  lake  by  way  of  the  Chautauqua 
Creek  to  Lake  Erie.  Another  from 

Canadaway  by  the  way  of  Bear  Lake  to 
Bemus  Point.  There  were  still  other 

trails  leading  through  the  county. 
The  Indian  settlements  in  Chautau- 

qua County,  were  probably  made  in  the 

eighteenth  century  by  the  Senecas  who 
were  under  the  control  of  Cornplanter, 
sometimes  called  Abeel.  In  a  map  pub- 

lished by  Reading  Howell,  1792,  the 
country  of  the  upper  waters  of  the  Con- 

ewango and  Chautauqua  Lake  is  des- 

ignated as  OTieel's  Cayentona. 
The  Indian  names  by  which  we  know 

many  of  the  places  in  Chautauqua 
County  were  words  in  the  Seneca 

tongue.  Chautauqua  Lake  in  1749  was 
known  to  the  Erench  as  Tchadakoin, 

which,  pronounced  according  to  the 
rules  of  Erench  orthoepy,  is  not  unlike 
our  word  Chautauqua.  Eor  over  fifty 

years  the  name  underwent  in  Erench 

and  English,  various  spellings,  receiv- 

ing but  a  slightly  different  pronuncia- 
tion, until  we  find  it  spelled  upon  the 

maps  of  the  Eiolland  Company,  made 

in  1804,  Chautaughque.  After  the  set- 
tlement of  the  county  it  was  spelled 

Chautauque  until  1859,  when  by  a  reso- 
lution by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  it 

was  changed  to  Chautauqua.  The  pro- 
nunciation of  the  word  by  the  Senecas 

was  as  if  it  was  spelled  Jahdahgwah, 

the  first  two  vowels  long  and  the  last 
short. 

\  arious  significations  have  been  as- 
cribed to  the  word  Chautauqua.  We 

learn  that  it  is  a  compound  word  formed 

from  the  Seneca  words  "Ga-joh"  "fish," 
and  "Ga-dah-gwah"  "where  taken,"  or 
"the  place  of,"  according  to  Dr.  i'eter 
Wilson,  now  deceased,  an  able  and  edu- 

cated Seneca  Indian.  By  dropping  the 

prefixes  or  first  syllables  of  each  of 

these  words,  in  accordance  with  a  Sene- 
ca method  of  speech,  we  have  the 

compound  word  J  oh-dah-gwah,  mean- 

ing "the  place"  or  lake  where  fish  are 
caught,  more  comprehensively  Eish 
Lake,  a  rational  explanation,  for  the 

Indians  and  other  primitive  people,  us- 
uallv  designated  a  natural  object,  or  a 

place,  in  a  practical  way,  by  some  mark- 
ed attribute  or  characteristic  belonging 

to  it,  rather  than  by  some  fanciful  or 
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poetic  sif^nification  as  is  commonly  sup- 
posed. 

("haiitaiKiua  Creek  was  ]:)roiiounced 
the  same  as  the  lake,  and  was  spelled 

Chau-tan,^-h-(|ue,  on  the  map  of  the 
klolland  Comi)any,  made  in  1804.  It  is 

marked  on  Celoron's  map  as  the  liver 
"Aux  Pommes"  (Apple  River).  The 
Chautau(|ua  Outlet,  now  called  the 
Chadakoin,  and  the  Conewango  Creek 

were  pr(jnounce(l  Ga -no -warn -go,  mean- 

the  hemlocks."  Silver  Creek  was  called 

( ia-a-nun-da-ta,  meaning  "a  mountain 

leveled  down."  On  Hardenburgh's 
map  made  in  1787,  the  Indian  town  on 
Kiantone  Creek,  is  spelled  Kyenthono. 

Stillwater  Creek  is  written  Gaw-on-age- 
dock,  and  the  Little  Brokenstraw  of 

Harmony,  Cosh-not-e-a-go. 
At  length  more  permanent  settlement 

was  made  by  the  Indians  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  countv  and  alone:  the  Catta- 

GOVERNOR  BLACKSNAKE. 

ing  "in  the  rapids,"  probably  in  allu- 
sion to  the  rapids  above  Warren,  Pa., 

and  at,  and  below  Jamestown.  Cassa- 
daga  Creek  and  lake,  were  called  Gus- 

da-go,  and  also  Ze-car-ne-o-di,  mean- 

ing, it  is  said,  "under  the  rocks."  Cat- 
taraugus Creek  was  called  Ga-da-ges- 

ga-go  and  also  Ga-nun-da  from  which, 
evidently  Gow^anda  is  derived,  and  means 

"fetid"  or  "stinking  banks."  The  In- 
dian name  for  the  Canadaway,  was  Ga- 

na-da-wa-o,  meaning  "running  through 

raugus  Creek.  Large  numbers  of  those 
who  fled  before  the  march  of  Sullivan 

in  1779,  gathered  around  Fort  Niagara 
and  fed  from  the  Ilritish  stores.  To 

relieve  themselves  from  this  burden,  the 

British  government  encouraged  the  In- 
dians to  establish  themselves  at  conven- 

ient places  and  obtain  support  by  culti- 
vating the  land.  In  May  or  June,  1780, 

they  first  permanently  settled  upon  Buf- 
falo Creek  near  Buffalo,  under  the  lead- 

ership of  an  aged  but  influential  chief 
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called  "Old  King,"  the  head  sachem 
of  the  Senecas.  In  the  spring  of  the 

same  year,  1780,  while  the  Revoliition 
was  still  in  progress,  they  made  the  first 
settlement  upon  Cattaraugus  Creek. 

l>y  a  treaty  at  Big  Tree,  on  the  Gen- 
esee River,  September  15,  1797,  between 

Robert  Morris  and  Red  Jacket,  Corn- 
planter,  Governor  Blacksnake  and  forty 
Chiefs  and  Sachems  (i),  the  Senecas  for 

the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars sold  all  their  interest  in  the  Robert 

Morris  Purchase,  reserving  only  three 

hundred  thirty-seven  square  miles  of 
land  contained  in  eleven  Indian  Reser- 

vations, one  of  which  lies  partly  in  the 
County  of  Chautauqua,  consisting  of 
about  one  s([uare  mile  of  land  in  the 

town  of  Hanover  upon  which  six  Indian 

families  resided  in  1894,  and  which  had 

thirty-one  inhabitants,  according  to 
the  census  of  1890. 

By  a  treaty  made  with  Ogden  Land 

Company,  August  31,  1826,  the  Indians 

sold  to  them  a  pre-emption  right  in 
these  reservations,  1)y  which  the  Ogden 

company  claims  the  fee  to  the  land, 
when  the  tribal  relations  of  the  Indians 

shall  cease.  The  Senecas,  however, 

claim  that  the  Ogden  compau}-  has  only 

the  first  right  to  purchase  when  the  In- 
dians shall  choose  to  sell.  The  claim  of 

the  Ogden  company  is  at  this  time  a 

source  of  great  uneasiness  to  the  In- 
dians. 

'  The  pale-face  long  since  oftered  us 
The  cup  with  poisoned  brim; 

Our  hearts  grew  weak  with  craven  throbs — 

NORTHERN    ^  O  VS  DARY  of  ri/s    S  1 A  T  E 
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Our  falcon  eyes  grew  dim; 
The  birtn  right  of  oiir  fathers  brave 
We  sold  in  our  despair, 

And  vanished  is  their  old  renown 

Like  smoke  in  empty  air." 

The  Indian  title  having  been  extin- 
guished, the  Hohand  Land  Company 

eommenced  to  survey  the  lands,  and  to 

offer  them  for  sale  and  settlement.  Dur- 

ing the  years  1798,  1799  and  1800,  the 
survevors  and  their  assistants  in  differ- 

ent parties  under  the  direction  of  Jos- 

(1)  Governor  Blacksnake,  Ta-wan-ne-ars, 
sometimes  written  Ty-wan-esh,  was  an  able 
and  influential  Seneca  war  chief.  In  early 
years,  he  was  a  wellknown  personage  along 
the  upper  Allegheny  River,  and  in  the  coun- 

ties of  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua.  He 
was  the  half  brother  of  Cornplanter,  and 
brother  of  Handsome  Lake,  the  Prophet.  He 
is  believed  to  have  been  born  as  early  as 
1742.  He  took  the  part  of  the  English  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  distinguished 
in  his  younger  days  as  a  fleet  runner,  and 
in  the  later  years  of  his  life,  as  a  wise  coun- 

sellor and  able  orator.  He  took  an  import- 
ant part  in  the  treaties  and  transactions 

oetween  his  people  and  the  United  States. 
In  1790,  he,  Cornplanter  and  Halftown 
headed  a  delegation  of  chiefs  to  meet  Presi- 

dent Washington  at  Philadelphia  in  the  in- 
terest of  his  tribe.  He  met  and  had  personal 

communication  with  Gen.  Washington  on 
various  occasions.  In  1826,  he  was  one  of 
the  chiefs  who  negotiated  the  treaty  at 
Buffalo  Creek  for  the  sale  of  Indian  lands 
to  the  Ogden  company.  At  the  head  of  one 
hundred  Senecas  he  fought  under  Gen. 
Scott  at  Chippewa  and  Lundys  Lane.  He 
was  a  temperate,  just  and  honest,  man.  He 

e])h  l^llicott  camped  in  the  dense  for- 
ests that  covered  Western  New  York 

and  prosecuted  the  survey  of  townships 
until  it  was  finished.  These  surveyors 
were  the  first  to  thoroughly  explore 
the  unbroken  wilderness  that  covered 

the  county.  As  soon  as  the  survey  of 
the  townships  was  completed,  other 

parties  surveyed  the  townships  into 'sec- 
tions. These  later  stirveys  were  com- 
pleted during  the  early  years  of  the 

nineteenth  century. 

resided  in  a  small  frame  house,  a  mile  and 
a  half  above  Cold  Spring  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  where  he  died  in  1859,  being  then 
at  least  117  years  of  age.  He  is  buried  in  a 
neglected  grave  yard  with  no  head  stone  to 
mark  his  burial  place,  at  an  elevated  and 
sightly  place,  on  the  banR  of  the  Allegheny, 
a  few  mJles  above  the  place  where  his 
brother  Cornplanter  was  interred.  Hon. 
Daniel  Sherman  of  Forestville  long  the  In- 

dian agent  of  the  Senecas,  and  familiar  with 
their  history,  and  the  events  of  Blacksnake's 
career,  nas  in  preparation  a  history  of  his life. 

Honayewus  or  "Farmers  Brother''  as  he 
was  called  by  Washington,  was  for  many 
years  the  most  eminent  Seneca  war  chief. 
He  had  a  gigantic  frame  of  magnificent 
proportions  straight  as  an  arrow.  He  had 
frank,  dignified  manners,  was  very  fierci 
in  war,  and  a  very  peaceaJble  man  in  peace; 
second  only  to  Red  Jacket  as  an  orator,  and 
his  superior  in  all  other  respects. 
Sayengeraghta,  "Old  King"  or  "Old 

Smoke"  was  the  principal  civil  Sachem  of 
the  Senecas.  He,  Red  Jacket,  and  Farmers 
Brother,  were  the  leading  Chiefs  and 
Sachems  residing  at  Buffalo  Creek. 



CHAPTER  V. 

FRONTIER  PERIOD. 

1802-1805. 

"Through     the     deep     wilderness,  where scarce  the  sun 
Can  cast  his  darts,  along  the  winding  path 
The  pioneer  is  treading.     In  his  grasp 
hi  his  keen  ax,  that  wondrous  instrument, 
That  liRe  the  talisman,  transforms 
Deserts  to  fields  and  cities.    He  has  left 
The  home  in  which  his  early  years  were 

past, And,    led    by   hope,    and    full    of  restless 
strength, 

Has  plunged  within  the  forest,  there  to  plant 
His  destiny.    Beside  some  rapid  stream 
He  rears  his  log-built  cabin." Alfrea  B.  Street. 

We  have  now  arrived  at  the  period 

when  the  long  and  savage  reign  of  'vild 
beast  and  Indian  had  come  to  an  end, 
when  the  silence  of  the  forest  is  about 

to  be  broken  by  the  ax  of  the  settler, 
and  the  shadows  of  the  wilderness  lifted 

from  its  streams  and  lakes.  The  treaty 

made  by  Wayne  with  the  Indians  at 
Greenville  had  given  peace  and  security 

to  the  border.  The  emigrant  can  bring 
his  w^ife  and  children  into  the  forest 
with  safety,  and  now  that  the  Indian 
has  released  his  title  to  the  soil,  and  the 

Plolland  Com.pany  has  acquired  an  ab- 
solute ownership,  and  is  offering  it  for 

sale,  he  can  obtain  a  valid  title  to  his 
land. 

But  as  dawn  precedes  the  morning 

light,  so  the  settlement  about  to  begin 

had  its  forerunners.  Among  the  In- 
dians at  Cattaratigus  Creek,  there  were 

sometimes  white  men,  and  their  lialf- 
breed  descendants  ;  sometimes  captives, 

who,  led  by  the  great  kindness  of  their 
Indian  captors,  had  become  attached  to 

the  vagrant  life  of  the  Indian.  When 

Deacon  Hinds  Chamberlain  in  1792  vis- 

ited their 'village,  he  saw  a  delicate  look- 
ing white  girl  dressed  as  a  squaw.  He 

endeavored  to  find  out  something  of  her 
history,  but  could  not,  as  she  seemed  to 
shun  notice,  and  to  have  lost  the  use  of 
her  own  language. 

Sometimes  traders  and  men  of  unciv- 

ilized tastes,  to  whom  hunting  and  fish- 
ing and  the  careless  life  of  the  Indian 

were  attractive,  sought  the  woods  for 
its  freedom  from  care,  and  voluntarily 
took  up  their  residence  near  to,  or 

among  them.  They  were  generally  kind 
hearted,  hospitable  men,  of  vagabond 
tendencies.  Such  was  Joseph  Hodge, 

alias  "Black  Joe,"  a  negro  whom  Dea- 
con Hinds  Chamberlain  found  estab- 

lished at  Cattaraugus  Creek  in  1792, 

buying  furs  and  selling  Indian  goods. 
He  was  well  and  favorably  known  to 
other  early  visitors  of  the  region,  and  to 
the  surveyors  of  the  Holland  Purchase. 

The  first  white  man  to  sojourn  \''ith- 
in  the  limits  of  the  county  was  Amos 

Sawtel,  usually  called  Sottle.  He  has 

l)een  regarded  by  some  as  its  first  ac- 
tual settler.  He  was  born  in  Vermont. 

In  early  life  he  removed  to  Chenango 

County,  New  York.  There  he  became 

disappointed  in  love,  left  friends  and 
home  and  traveled  on  foot  through  the 
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wilderiK'ss  to  New  Amslcrdani,  now 
Ihiffalo,  where  he  may  liave  hved  lor  a 
while  with  the  Iiidiaiis.  In  tlie  fail  of 

1796,  when  a1)ont  23  \ears  of  a^e,  he 

went  with  a  herd  of  cattle  for  some  per- 
son in  New  Amsterdam  to  the  Catta- 

rangns  Bottoms,  where  they  were  sent 

to  winter,  and  to  l:>ro\vse  along-  the  rich 
lands  on  the  sonth  side  of  the  Catt^ran- 

o-ns  Creek.  It  was  a  time  of  scarcity, 
the  snow  was  deep,  and  there  was  but 
little  forage.  Sottle  built  a  small  hut 
or  cabin  of  poles  upon  land  later  laid 

out  by  the  Holland  Land  Company  as 
lot  61  of  the  Cattaraugus  village,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  creek,  about  one  and 
one-half  miles  from  its  mouth.  There 

he  lived  for  a  while,  "with  a  very  oark 
squaw  or  negress,  whom  he  had  induced 

to  share  his  lot.'"  Whether  he  intend- 
ed to  remain  and  become  a  permanent 

settler  is  not  certainly  known. 

When  the  surveying  parties  were  or- 
ganized by  the  Holland  Land  Company, 

for  the  survey  of  the  Range  lines  in 

1798,  Sottle  enlisted  as  axnian,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  employ  of  the  company 

during  the  years  of  1798  and  1799.  In 
the  fall  of  the  latter  year  he  went  to  tne 
Western  Reserve,  and  remained  out  of 

the  county  at  least  during  the  year  1800. 

He  finally  returned  (it  has  been  claim- 
ed in  1801,  of  which  there  is  doubt) 

and  went  into  possession  of  the  im- 

provements that  he  had  made,  estab- 
lished there  his  permanent  abode,  and 

continued  to  reside  there  until  his  death 

in  1849.  His  relatives  are  said  to  have 
moved  in  respectable  circles,  and  he 

notwithstanding  his  somewhat  disso- 
lute and  intemperate  habits,  and  vag- 
rant life  among  Indians  and  bordermen, 

was  a  man  of  considerable  natural  abil- 

ity and  information,  and  in  early  life  not 
without  native  dignity  and  politeness. 
The  survey  and  commencement  of  the 

sale  of  land  upon  the  "Western"  or 
"Connecticut  Reserve,"  in  North  West- 

ern Ohio,  was  another  event  that  fore- 

shadowe*!  and  hastened  the  settlement 

of  the  county.  (  )n  the  4th  of  July,  1796, 

a  party  of  surveyors  and  others,  consist- 
ing of  fifty-two  persons,  among  them 

the  distinguished  surveyors  Augustus 
Porter,  Seth  Pease,  Wareham  Shepard, 

who  afterwards  engaged  in  the  early 
surveys  of  Chautauqua  County,  and 

one  Amos  Sawtel  and  also  Moses  Cleve- 

land, who  gave  his  name  to  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  landed  from  Lake  Erie  at 
Conneaut,  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 

afterwards  called  the  Plymouth  of  the 

Western  Reserve.  These  persons  con- 
stituted the  advanced  guard  of  more 

than  a  million  of  people,  that  subse- 
quently found  homes  in  the  State  of 

Ohio. 

And  now  emigrants  on  their  way 
from  Connecticut,  to  reach  the  Western 

or  Connecticut  Reserve,  began  to  jour- 
ney on  foot  through  the  wilderness  of 

Chautauqua  County,  following  the  In- 
dian .path  that  traversed  the  lake  towns. 

Rufus  S.  Reed  of  Presque  Isle,  in 

1798  was  engaged  in  transporting 

goods  and  provisions  through  the  coun- 
ty along  its  shore,  on  batteaux,  or  over 

the  Indian  trail,  from  New  Amsterdam, 

to  Presque  Isle.  Eleazer  Flagg,  after- 
wards a  citizen  of  the  town  of  Stockton, 

was  in  his  employ  in  the  former  enter- 

prise. About  1800,  one  Skinner  came  with 
his  family  from  Susquehanna  County, 

Pa.,  and  opened  what  was  termed  a 

"house  of  entertainment,"  for  these  em- 
igrants and  other  travelers  on  the  Cat- 

taraugus Creek,  near  the  spot  upon 
which  afterwards  was  built  the  tavern 

of  J  ohn  Mack.  He  was  living  there  in 

1801.  Joseph  Badger,  an  early  and  well 

known  missionary  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, has  recorded  in  his  journal  that 

October  29th  of  that  year,  while  on  his 

way  to  the  east,  he  put  up  with  Skin- 
ner who  was  living  there  a  little  above 

the  Indian  habits.  Skinner  probably 

remained  there  three  or  four  years  in 
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all,  entertaining  travelers  that  were 

threading  their  lonely  way  through  the 
dark  forests  that  bordered  the  south- 

ern shore  of  Lake  Erie.  Skinner  of 

course  had  no  title  to  the  soil  thit  he 

occupied,  yet  his  right  to  be  regarded 
as  a  bona  fide  settler  is  at  least  as  valid 

as  that  of  Sottle.  The  recognition  of 
either  as  a  real  settler  would  establish 

the  first  settlement  of  the  county  tc 
have  been  as  far  back  as  in  the  last 

years  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

As  a  preparation  for  the  tide  of  emi- 
gration that  was  now  about  to  pour  in- 

to the  west,  a  rude  road  was  opened  be- 
tween the  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua 

Creeks,  by  General  Edward  Paine, 
founder  of  Painesville,  Ohio,  to  enable 

emigrants  to  reach  the  Western  Re~ 
serve.  He  cut  away  the  fallen  trees 
and  underbrush,  and  marked  the  route 

over  the  firmest  ground,  and  at  the  best 
places  to  cross  the  streams,  but  built  no 

bridges.  He  probably  followed  sub- 
stantially the  line  of  the  Indian  rrail, 

where  the  Erie  or  main  road  is  now 

much  of  the  way  located.  His  work  was 
commenced  in  1801,  and  completed  in 
1802  to  Westfield.  It  was  the  only  road 
used  by  the  settlers  from  the  east  for 
two  or  three  years,  and  was  known  as 

Paine's  Road. 
In  1 80 1  beginning  of  settlement  was 

also  made  at  Westfield.  Andrew  Straub 

from  Pennsylvania,  under  the  auspices 

of  Col.  James  McMahan,  visited  that  lo- 
cality and  selected  land  a  short  distance 

east  of  the  site  of  the  village,  upon  what 

was  known  as  Straub's  Creek,  and  al- 
though he  had  no  title,  he  built  u  log 

house  and  occupied  it  in  1801,  and  fol- 
lowed it  by  making  a  clearing.  He  lived 

there  alone,  for  he  had  no  family.  A 
few  years  later  he  received  a  deed  of  his 

land,  and  lived  there  many  years. 

To  James  McMahan,  however,  after- 
wards one  of  the  most  prominent  and 

influential  of  the  early  citizens  of  the 

county,  the  credit  is  due  of  being  the 

first  real  permanent  settler  or  pioneer 
of  the  county,  he  being  the  first  to  hold 
title  to  the  soil  which  he  occu])ied  and 
cultivated.  He  was  born  in  Northum- 

berland County,  Pennsylvania,  in 
March,  1768.  Prior  to  1795,  he  survey- 

ed two  seasons  in  Western  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  for  six  months  at  a  time  sav/  no 

white  persons  except  his  assistants. 

July  3,  1795,  he  married  Mary  McCord, 
and  about  the  same  year,  and  before 
Sottle  had  built  his  pole  cabin  at  the 

mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus  Creek,  he  ex- 
plored Chautauqua  County,  with  a  view 

to  a  residence  there.  He  however  lived 

for  a  while  at  Harbor  Creek,  Pennsyl- 
vania. In  1801  he  again  visited  Chau- 
tauqua County,  and  made  a  contract  for 

his  brother  John  McMahan,  to  purchase 

Township  Four,  Range  Fourteen,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-two  thousand  twelve 

acres  of  unsurveyed  land  in  the  towns 
of  Westfield  and  Chautauqua.  He  also 
purchased  for  himself  four  thousand 

seventy-four  acres  of  unsurveyed  land 
in  the  town  of  Ripley.  The  price  agreed 

upon  to  be  paid  for  the  land  was  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre.  James 
McMahan  selected  for  himself,  out  of 

his  brother's  purchase,  Lot  thirteen, 
which  extended  east  to  the  "Old  Cross 

Road,"  so  called  from  its  being  the 
point  where  the  rude  road,  or  trail  be- 

tween Buffalo  and  Erie  was  crossed  by 
the  French  or  Portage  road. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1802,  Col. 
James  McMahan  cleared  and  planted 
to  corn  ten  acres  of  this  last  mentioned 

land  in  Westfield,  and  built  upon  it  a 

log  house,  in  which  he  installed  his  fam- 
ily in  the  fall  of  that  year.  This  field 

was  the  first  land  cleared  and  cultivated 

by  a  white  man  having  the  right  to  the 
soil  within  the  limits  of  Chautauqua 
County. 

Edward  iMcHenry  also  of  Northum- 
berland County,  Pennsylvania,  at  the 

solicitation  of  James  McMahan,  came 

in  the   spring  of   1802  to  the  Cross 



70 
CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

Roads,  a  little  later  than  McMahan,  and 

built  a  log  house  upon  lands  adjoniing 
McMahan,  and  moved  his  family  into  it 

before  McMahan 's  family  arrived  at  the 
Cross  Roads. 

Although  Sottle,  Skinner,  Straub  and 

McHenry  were  the  first  persons  domi- 
ciled within  the  county,  Col.  James  Mc- 

Mahan was  the  first  to  fully  consum- 

mate a  settlement  by  acquiring  an  own- 

ership to  the  soil  and  making  real,  sub- 
substantial  and  permanent  improve- 
ments. 

As  soon  as  settlement  was  com- 

menced in  this  remote  part  of  the  Hol- 
land Purchase,  its  fame  spread  far  and 

wide.  It  reached  the  emigrant  in  his 
eastern  home.  He  had  heard  wonderful 

stories  of  its  remarkable  climate,  of  its 

luxurious  herbage,  its  rich  soil,  and  was 
now  ready  to  grapple  with  the  forest 
that  covered  it.  A  century  hence  when 

the  great  wilderness  that  extended  from 
the  eastern  sources  of  the  Delaware  to 
Lake  Erie  and  thence  westward  to  the 

great  prairies  will  have  passed  away, 
supplanted  by  meadows  and  pastures, 
parks  and  lawns ;  then  there  will  be 
none  to  tell  of  its  wild  beauty  ;  of  its 

leafy  avenues,  cool  and  hidden  re- 
cesses, when  it  stood  just  as  nature 

made  it.  Nowhere  was  this  forest  more 

magnificent  than  in  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty. There  the  larger  streams  flowed  in 

the  shadows  of  overUanging  trees  and 
the  smaller  ones  were  lost  in  the  mazes 

of  the  woods.  The  amphitheater  of  low 

hills  that  surrounds  Chautauqua  Lake 
was  covered  with  an  unbroken  forest. 

The  foliage  came  down  to  the  waters  of 

the  lake  in  a  dense  mass,  incumbering 
its  capes,  and  concealing  its  shores. 

Thus  clothed  in  nature's  vesture  this 
placid  lake  made  a  charming  picture 
that  had,  before  that  time,  few  but  sav- 

age eyes  to  see.  The  lesser  lakes  be- 

ing of  smaller  compass  and  more  deep- 
ly embowered,  but  darkly  gleamed  from 

out  the  shadows  of  pines  and  hemlocks. 

Viewed  from  the  highlands  of  the  coun- 

ty, the  undulating  region  to  the  south- 
ward, was  covered  with  a  dark  mantled 

forest,  extending  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach  to  the  deep  blue  horizon  that 
i)ounded  the  vision,  rising  and  falling 

like  a  tempest-tossed  ocean ;  a  vast  sea 
of  verdure,  dense  with  pliant  branches, 
and  billows  of  sott  and  waving  leaves, 

unbroken  save  where  some  lightning- 
riven  monarch  of  the  woods  lifted  its 

leafless  branches  to  the  sky,  or  where 

some  whirlwind  left  its  track  in  a  wind- 
row of  uprooted  trees.  Along  the 

northern  slope  of  the  hills,  across  the 
lowlands  to  Lake  Erie  where  now  arc 

orchards  and  vineyards,  was  spread  a 
living  mass  of  foliage,  and  along  the 
shore  of  the  lake  was  a  belt  of  somber 

evergreens.    There  was  : — 

"The  forest  primeval,  the  murmuring  pines 
and  hemlocks 

Bearded  with  moss,  and  in  garments,  in- 
distinct in  the  twilight." 

When  James  McMahan  commenced 

his  clearing  at  Westfield,  but  little  in- 
road had  been  made  on  this  great  North 

American  forest.  Settlement  was  chief- 
ly confined  to  a  narrow  border  of  the 

Atlantic  Coast.  New  York  had  less 

than  seventy-five  thousand  inhabitants. 
West  of  Schenectady  there  was  scarcely 

a  place  worthy  of  the  name  of  a  village, 

or  where  the  simplest  articles  of  manu- 
facture were  made,  except  for  local  con- 

sumption. Utica,  Syracuse  and  Roches- 
ter had  no  existence.  In  Western  New 

York  upon  the  Holland  Land  Purchase, 

a  territory  greater  in  extent  than  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  there  were  not 
more  than  five  hundred  inhabitants. 

New  Amsterdam,  now  Buffalo,  had  less 

than  one  hundred.  In  Cattaraugus  and 

in  the  greater  portion  of  Erie  County 
there  was  not  a  white  resident. 

The  early  settlers  of  Chautauqua 
County  obtained  their  general  supplies 

of  nails,  glass,  iron  castings,  cider,  ap- 
ples, whiskey,  bacon  and  other  articles 
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from  Pittsburg,  all  brought  up  the  river 
in  boats.  Pittsburg  was  the  chief  town 
of  the  west.  Although  it  was  the 

most  populous  inland  place  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  it  then  had  only  about  two 

thousand  inhabitants.  The  now  popu- 
lous states  of  Ohio  and  Indiana,  were 

then  thinly  inhabited,  and  the  vast 

prairies  of  Illinois  remained  the  home 
of  the  bufifalo,  and  of  his  red  brother  the 
Indian.  Lake  Erie  was  a  barren  waste 

of  waters.  Seldom  a  sail  flecked  its  sur* 

face.  At  long  intervals  some  primitive 
lake  craft  slowly  worked  its  way  down 

with  the  dusky  residents  of  the  Catta- 
raugus Bottoms.  William  H.  Sydnor,  a 

person  of  some  education,  although  his 
life  had  been  spent  on  the  borders,came 
and  purchased  lots  one  and  two  where 

the  creek  empties  into  the  lake.  At  the 

June  court  held  in  P)atavia,  in  1804, 
was  licensed  to  keep  a  ferry  at  the 
mouth  of  the  creek.  His  daughter  Car- 

oline, was  the  first  white  child  born  at 

Cattaraugus  Village,  and  William  Syd- 
nor was  the  first  person  to  die  there. 

Ezekiel  Lane  early  built  a  shanty  on  lot 

forty-eight  near  the  Cattaraugus  Creek. 

JOHN  McHENRi\  FIRST  WHITE  CH 

the  lake  to  New  Amsterdam  laden  with 

furs  and  peltries  from  the  northvvest, 

whitefish  from  the  upper  lakes,  and 
fruit  from  the  orchards  on  the  Detroit 

River,  or  they  coasted  along  the  shore 
of  Chautauqua  County  with  a  cargo  of 
salt  from  the  salt  springs  of  New  York 
for  Presque  Isle,  Pa. 

However,  settlement  once  commenc- 
ed in  this  western  solitude  continued 

rapidly.  Charles  Avery  settled  in  the 
town  of  Hanover,  on  lot  three,  near  the 

mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus  Creek  in 

1803,  possibly  in  1802,  and  a  little  later 
became  a  small  trader  in  Indian  goods, 

ILD  BORN  JN  C  HAUTAUOUA  COUNTY. 

He  and  his  father-in-law,  Marstin  Mid- 

daugh,  had  been  among  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  the  city  of  Buffalo. 

John  McMahan,  the  brother  of  James 

McMahan,  in  1803,  set  out  from  Chelis- 
quaque.  Pa.,  traversed  the  forests  with 
his  family,  and  settled  near  the  mouth 
of  Chautauqua  Creek,  upon  its  west 
side,  near  Barcelona.  He  built  there 

the  first  saw  and  grist  mill  ever  erected 
in  the  county.  Other  families,  influenced 

by  the  MciMahans.  came  in  from  Penn- 
s\'lvania,  and  settled  at  the  Cross  Roads 

the  same  }  ear  :  Arthur  P>ell,  Christoph- 
er Dull,  lames  A/Iontgomerv,  Williarn 
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Ciilbertson,  (ieorg'c  and  John  Degeer 
and  Jeremiah  (jeorge. 

The  log  honse  built  by  McHenry  was 
made  a  house  of  entertainment  for  the 

aecommodation  of  those  coming  in,  and 
others  passing  through  to  the  west. 

This  tavern  was  famous  in  its  day. 

Here  the  first  town  meetings,  militia 

trainings,  and  early  public  gatherings 
were  held.  In  this  log  house  August 

28th,  1802,  was  born  John  McHenry. 
the  first  white  child  native  of  the  coun- 

ty, of  which  we  have  any  account.  Here 
;a;lso  for  the  first  time  Christian  rites 
were  observed  within  the  limits  of  the 

county,  in  the  burial  of  the  dead.  Ed- 
ward McHenry  with  two  companions 

embarked  on  Lake  Erie,  in  a  small  boat 

with  a  pole  for  a  mast,  and  a  blanket 

for  a  sail,  upon  a  voyage  to  obtain  sup- 
plies. A  flaw  of  wind  capsized  the 

boat,  and  McHenry  was  drowned.  His 

was  the  first  death  of  a  white  person 
residing  in  the  county.  Septembei  2, 

1803,  Rev.  Joseph  Badger,  the  mission- 
ary, preached  his  funeral  sermon  from 

the  text :  "Man  knoweth  not  his  time." 
At  the  Cross  Roads  in  1805,  the  first 

marriage  was  celebrated  in  the  county, 
that  of  James  Montgomery  to  Sarah 
Taylor.  The  names  of  early  settlers 

of  Westfield  are  inscribed  upon  the 
stone  monument  erected  at  the  Cioss 
Roads  in  1866. 

Those  fitted  by  taste  and  habits  for 

a  life  on  the  frontier,  many  of  them  den- 
izens of  the  backwoods  and  rural  re- 

gions of  the  east,  now  sought  homes 
farther  west  in  the  primeval  forests  of 
Western.  New  York.  The  year  J  804 
saw  many  new  comers.  During  this 
year,  David  Dickenson,  Abel  Cleve- 

land and  John  E.  Howard  from  Berk- 

shire County,  Massachusetts,  built 
themselves  log  houses  and  settled  at 
Silver  Creek  with  their  families.  How- 

ard's log  dwelling  was  on  the  south 
bank  of  the  creek  near  where  Howard 

Street  crosses  it.  Dickenson  and  Cleve- 

land's dwelling  was  farther  down  near 
Newberry  Street.  Dickenson  and  Cleve- 

land soon  erected  a  saw  mill,  and  also 

constructed  a  mortar,  by  cutting  a  cav- 
ity in  the  end  of  a  maple  log,  into  which 

grists  of  corn  brought  to  their  mill  v/ere 
placed,  and  converted  into  meal  by  the 
action  of  a  heavy  pestle,  worked  up  and 

down  by  the  wheel  of  the  saw  mill.  Sil- 
ver Creek  was  called  by  the  Indians  Ga- 

a-nun-da-ta,  signifying  a  mountain  lev- 
eled down. 

During  this  year  settlement  was  also 

made  in  the  town  of  Sheridan  by  Fran- 
cis .  /ebber  from  Massachusetts.  He 

settled  upon  the  Erie  Road,  southwest 
of  Silver  Creek  on  lot  seventeen,  about 

one  mile  west  of  the  east  line  of  Sheri- 
dan. Hazadiah  Stebbins  also  settled 

upon  the  same  lot  the  same  year.  Or- 
samus  Holmes,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 

tion, and  his  family  with  other  families, 
settled  in  the  town  the  next  year. 

William  and  Gerard  Griswold,  Abner 
and  Alanson  Holmes,  Joel  Lee,  John 

Walker,  John  Holister,  Thomas  Steb- 
l)ins,  Jonathan,  John  and  Haven  Brig- 
ham,  and  Jonathan  Griswold  were  early 
settlers  of  Sheridan.  Isaac  Baldwin 

early  located  in  the  southwest  part  of 
the  towm.  Deacon  Bethel  Willoughby 
was  the  first  to  settle  back  on  the  hills 

in  the  south  part. 

In  1804,  settlement  was  commenced 
at  Fredonia,  which  was  at  first  called 

Canadaway  from  the  stream  upon  which 
it  was  situated.  This  stream  on  the 

maps  of  the  early  surveyors  was  written 

"Cascade."  The  Canadaway  has  its 
source  among  the  hills  of  Arkwright 
and  Charlotte,  and  flows  at  first  over 

waterfalls,  and  in  rapids  through  wild 

gorges,  and  at  last,  less  roughly  to 
Lake  Erie.  The  Indians  gave  it  the 

beautiful  name  Ga-na-da-wa-o,  meaning 

''running  through  the  hemlocks,"  in  al- 
lusion to  the  evergreens,  which  grew  so 

thickly  upon  its  banks,  overshadowing 
the  chasms  through  which  it  ran.  (i) 
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At  Ganadawao,  or  Canadaway  as  the 

white  man  pronounced  it,  the  settle- 
ment of  Pomfret  was  commenced  by 

Thomas  McClintock,  David  Eason  and 

Low  Minegar,  all  of  whom  like  the  set- 
tlers at  the  Cross  Roads,  came  from 

Eastern  and  Central  Pennsylvania.  TIk 
first  house  was  built  in  the  summer  of 

1803,  by  David  Eason  on  the  bank  of 
the  Canadaway,  near  where  General 
Risley  afterwards  resided.  It  was  built 

of  logs,  not  a  nail  w^as  used  in  its  con- 
struction. In  the  spring  of  the  year 

1805,  Eason  married  Margaret  Wood- 
side,  in  Northumberland  County,  Pa, 

and  reached  Canadaway  by  the  way  of 
the  Cross  Roads.  When  he  arrived 

there  Eason  had  ten  dollars  in  his  pock- 
et, with  which  he  paid  for  a  barrel  of 

flour. 

About  the  same  time  that  Eason 

reached  Canadaway,  Zattu  Cushing  had 

brought  to  an  end  a  remarkable  jour- 
ney through  the  forests  of  New  York. 

In  February,  1805,  lie  started  from 

iiastern  New  York,  conveying  his  fam- 

ily and  his  goods  by  means  of  two  yoke 
of  oxen  drawing  a  sled.  They  were 
three  weeks  in  making  the  journey,  and 

drove  four  cows.    They  brought  one- 
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In  April,  he  set  out  with  his  bride  on 
his  wedding  journey,  accompanied  by 
Low  Minegar  and  others,  and  their 

families ;  they  journeyed  through  the 
wilderness  of  Pennsylvania  to  Olean, 
on  the  Allegheny  River.  They  were 
six  weeks  on  the  way,  camping  out  most 
of  the  nights.  At  Olean  they  found  the 
advanced  guard  of  pioneers  that  first 
settled  Cattaraugus  County.  There 

they  built  canoes,  descended  the  Alle- 

gheny to  W^arren,  ascended  the  Cone- 
wango,  passed  over  Chautauqua  Lake, 

half  bushel  of  a])p]e  seeds,  from  which 
the  first  orchard  of  the  county  was 

growai.  On  Mr.  Cushing's  arrival  at 
Canadaway,  the  snow  was  dee=p  and  the 
weather  was  cold.  They  moved  into 

the  partly  completed  log  cabin  of  Low 
Minegar.  It  had  no  doors,  and  no 
chinking  between  the  logs  and  no 
floor.  They  covered  the  ground  v/ith 

hemlock  boughs,  and  remained  in  this 

habitation  until  Mr.  Eason  got  an  ar- 
ticle for  his  land,  and  built  a 

house. 

log 

(1)  The  early  surveyors  called  this  stream 
"Cascade,"  probably  because  of  its  rapids 
where  it  flows  near  the  western  border  of 
the  town  of  Arkwright.  These  fine  water- 

falls properly  should  be  called  after  the 

Indian  name  of  the  stream,  the  Falls  of 
Ga-na-da-wa-o.  The  primary  accent  on  the 
fourth  sylauei  and  the  secondary  on  the 
first.  A  in  each  sylabel  pronounced  as  a 
in  arm.  A  beautiful  word,  with  a  beauti- 

ful meanina-. 



74 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

The  rough  frontier  experience  of 

Eason  and  Gushing  was  similar  to  that 
of  all  the  early  settlers.  Eason  and 

Gushing-  were  leading  citizens  of  the 
county.  Eason  was  chosen  the  first 
Sherif¥,  and  afterwards  State  Senator. 

Gushing  was  appointed  the  first  Judge 
of  the  county,  and  held  that  position  for 
thirteen  years.  He  was  the  grandfarher 
of  the  intrepid  Alonzo  H.  Gushing  who 
fell  at  Gettysburg,  and  of  William  B. 
Gushing,  the  hero  of  many  exploits, 
chief  of  which  was  the  destruction  of 
the  Albemarle. 

Hezekiah  Baker  came  to  Ganadaway 

in  i8o5.  He  gave  to  the  public  the  land 
that  forms  the  beautiful  village  park  in 
Fredonia.  Elijah  Risley  came  in  1807. 

His  son,  Elijah,  Jr.,  afterwards  opened 
the  first  store  established  in  the  county. 
Dr.  Squire  White  came  in  1808  or  1809, 
and  was  the  first  educated  and  licensed 

physician  of  the  county.  He  was  also 
its  first  Surrogate.  He  was  the  best 

known  physician  of  the  county  for  many 
years.  He  was  greatly  esteemed  for  his 
talents  and  his  attainments  outside  of 

his  profession.  Among  others  of  the 

early  settlers  of  Pomfret  may  be  namec" 
Benjamin  Barrett,  Samuel  Geer,  Ben- 

jamin  Barnes,  Eliphalet  Burnham,  Phi- 
lo  Orton,  Leverett  Barker  and  Richard 
Williams. 

In  1804,  settlement  was  commenced 

at  Ripley.  Alexander  Gochran,  from 
the  north  of  Ireland,  settled  about  one 

mile  west  of  the  village  formerly  known 
as  Quincy.  He  bought  his  land  of  the 
Holland  Land  Gompany  at  Batavia  and 
paid  for  it  at  the  time  of  his  .purchase  m 
gold.  He  was  the  first  person  in  the 
county  to  pay  for  and  receive  a  deed  for 

his  farm.  Josiah  Farnsworth,  from 

Eastern  New  York,  settled  at  Quincy 
the  same  year.  Perry  G.  Ellsworth, 
from  Otsego  Gounty,  settled  one  mile 

west  of  Quincy,  and  in  1804  and  1805 
kept  a  tavern  in  the  town.  Thomas 

Prendergast,  of  the  well-known  Pren- 

dergast  family,  settled  in  town  in  1805. 

Among  otlier  early  settlers  were  Wil- 
liam Alexander,  William  Grossgrove, 

Basil  I'urgess,  Asa,  William  and  An- 
drew Spear,  Nathan  Wisner,  Gharles 

Forsythe,  Samuel  Truesdell  and  Jona- 
than Parsons. 

In  1804,  settlement  was  also  made  at 

IVIayville.  Dr.  Alexander  IVIcIntyre 
Duilt  there  a  log  dwelling,  near  the 
steamboat  landing,  around  which  he 
erected  a  stockade  of  tall  pallisades  as  a 

protection  against  the  Indians,  of  whom 
the  other  settlers  seemed  to  have  little 

fear.  His  fort  was  called  by  the  old 

jokers  of  those  days  Fort  Deboraii  or 

Debby,  in  allusion  to  his  wife  by  adop- 

tion. In  early  life  Mclntyre  was  cap- 
tured by  the  Indians,  who  cut  off  the 

veins  of  his  ears.  He  resided  with  lliem 

m-any  years.  Fie  claimed  to  have  ac- 
quired their  knowledge  of  the  medical 

properties  of  roots  and  herbs,  and  in 

the  estimation  of  many  people  was  pro- 
foundly skilled  in  the  healing  art.  In 

1805,  Jonathan  Smith,  a  man  of  rare 
eccentricities,  settled  on  the  west  side 

of  Ghautauqua  Lake,  and  the  same  year 

Peter  Barnhart,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, on  the  east  side.  In  1806  William 

Prendergast,  Sr.,  and  his  wellknown 
sons  and  daughters,  settled  on  the  west 
side  of  the  lake.  Among  other  early 
settlers  of  the  town  were  John  Scott, 

Filer  Sackett,  Darius  Scofield,  Nathan 

and  David  Gheney,  Darius  Dexter,  Ar- 
temus  Herrick,  Dr.  John  E.  Marshall 
and  Zacheus  Hanchett. 

In  the  year  1805,  settlement  was  com- 
menced in  the  town  of  Portland,  by 

Gapt.  James  Dun,  a  soldier  of  the  Rev- 
olution. Fie  bought  eleven  hundred 

fifty  acres  of  land  in  that  town.  He 
came  there  from  Meadville,  Pa.,  with  a 

team  of  four  horses,  settled  at  first  upon 

lot  thirty-one,  built  a  shanty  of  poles 
near  a  large  spring,  and  moved  his  fam- 

ily into  it,  but  finally  he  removed  to  the 

north  part  of  lot  thirty.    The  following 
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are  other  early  settlers :  Nath- 
an Fay,  Elisha  Fay,  Peter  Kane,  John 

Price,  Benjamin  Hutchins,  David  Eat- 

on, Nathaniel  Fay,  James  Parker,  Jos- 

eph Correll,  Nathan  Crosby  and  Eras- 
tns  Taylor. 

75 

The  town  of  Dunkirk  was  first  settled 

this  year  by  Seth  Cole,  of  Paris,  Oneida 
County,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Canadaway 
Creek.  We  have  now  given  an  account 

of  the  principal  settlements  made  in  the 

county  prior  to  1806. 

ARKWRIGHT  FAl.LS. 

I 
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1805-1811. 

"When  the  chains 
Of  wintdr  fetter  Nature,  and  no  sound 
Disturbs  the  echoes  of  the  dreary  woods, 
Save  when  some  stem  cracks  sharply  with 

the  frost; 
Then  merrily  rings  his  ax,  and  tree  on  tree 
Crashes  to  earth;  and  when  the  long  keen 

night 
Mantles  the  wilderness  in  solemn  gloom. 
He  sits  beside  his  ruddy  hearth,  and  hears 
The  fierce  wolf  snarling  at  the  cabin  door. 
Or  through  the  lowly  casement  sees  his  eye 
Gleam  like  a  burning  coal.'' Alfred  B.  Street. 

In  1805  settlements  had  been  made  in 
every  one  of  the  northern  towns,  eight 
in  aU,  each  of  which  bordered  on  Lake 

Erie,  excepting  the  town  of  Chaiitaii- 
qna.  Between  one  hundred  and  two 

hundred  inhabitants  were  residing  with- 
in the  borders  of  the  county,  but  as  yet 

no  white  man  had  taken  up  his  abode 

south  of  the  Ridge,  unless  Dr.  Mcln- 
tyre,  Peter  Barnhart  and  Jonathan 
Smith,  who  had  settled  around  the  head 

of  Chautauqua  Lake,  are  to  be  consid- 
ered exceptions.  The  greater  part  of 

the  county  remained  unvisited,  save  by 

the  surveyors  of  township  lines,  or  ex- 
plorers, voyaging  along  the  water 

courses  or  traveling  over  the  Indian 
trails  to  reach  the  settlements  in  the 

northern  part  of  the  county.  Away 
from  these  lines  in  most  of  the  thick 

forest  that  spread  over  the  southern 

portions,  no  human  voice  had  yet  been 

heard.  Its  deep  stillness  remained  un- 
■broken,  save  by  the  voice  of  the  fox 
and  the  wolf,  or  by  the  fall  of  some 
broken  limb  or  decayed  forest  tree. 
We  can  hardly  realize  the  stillness 

and  solemnity  of  a  primitive  forest  like 

that  which  originally  covered  Chautau- 

qua County.  Far  from  the  haunts  of 
men,  a  profound  silence  pervaded  its 
dark  shadows.  There  the  songs  of  birds 
were  never  heard,  not  even  the  hum  of 

insects — a  silence  prevailed  as  absolute 

as  that  of  a  winter's  night,  so  palpable 
as  to  fill  the  ear  and  almost  make  its 

presence  felt.  When  broken  by  the  fall 
of  some  old  forest  tree,  the  woods 
would  reverberate  with  a  sound  like 

distant  thunder,  and  then  lapse  into  a 
silence  that  seemed  even  deeper  still. 

When  at  last  the  chopper's  ax,  and  the 
bell  of  his  browsing  cow,  broke  upon 

the  ear,  they  seemed  impious  sounds, 
that  had  come  to  disturb  the  holy  quiet 

of  nature's  sabbath  morning. 
This  primeval  quiet  was  at  length 

broken  in  the  southern  part  of  the 

county  by  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Kennedy  and 

Edward  Work.  They  made  the  first  as- 
sault upon  the  pine  forests  at  Kennedy 

in  the  town  of  Poland  in  1805.  Dr. 
Kennedy  had  married  a  daughter  of 
Andrew  Ellicott,  the  niece  of  Joseph 

Ellicott,  agent  of  the  Holland  Land 
Company.  He  and  Mr.  Work,  t.ntil 

they  had  commenced  the  first  settlement 
of  the  southern  nart  of  the,  county  at 
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Kennedy,  had  resided  at  Meadville,  Pa. 
That  year  Dr.  Kennedy  purchased  three 
thousand  acres  of  unsurveyed  land  in 
Poland  and  commenced  erecting  nnills 
at  Kennedy.  Much  of  the  material 

for  their  construction,  and  the  provi- 
sions for  the  hands  employed,  were 

brought  in  keel  boats  and  came  ui)  the 

Allegheny  and  Conewango  Rivers. 
Edward  ShiUito  was  the  first  resident 

of  Poland.  He  resided  at  Kennedy  in 
1805  with  his  family  and  boarded  the 
workmen  upon  the  mills.  The  attack 

thus  begun  upon  the  pines  in  Poland, 

continued  at  other  points  in  southvv'est- 
ern  Chautauqua,  with  unrelenting  <  ner- 
gy  for  three  quarters  of  a  century,  until 
the  magnificent  evergreens  that  covered 

two  hundred  square  miles  entirely  dis- 

apDeared.  Lumbering  during  the  great- 
er part  of  this  period  constituted  the 

most  important  industry  in  this  region. 
Following  the  building  of  the  mills 

settlers  began  to  come  into  the  town. 

Among  the  earliest  and  most  promi- 
nent settlers  of  Poland  were  Aaron 

Forbes,  Sumner  Allen,  Samuel  Hitch- 
cock, Joshua  Woodard,  Dr.  Samuel 

Foote  the  first  physician  of  the  town,. 
Col.  Nathaniel  Fenton,  Amasa  Ives.. 

Nicholas  Dolloff,  Elias  Tracy,  Amos 
Fuller,  Ebenezer  Cheney,  Joseph  Clark, 
Daniel  Walters,  Obediah  Jenks,  Albert 

Russell,  PTanklin  Leet,  Lewis  Hol- 
brook,  Abiel  Elkins,  Daniel  Griswold, 

Luther  Lydell,  Norton  B.  Bill,  Eliakim 

Crosby,  John  jMontgomery,  Chester 
Lillie  and  Henry  Connell. 

No  other  settlement  or  important  im- 
provement was  made  in  the  south  part 

of  the  county  in  1805  besides  that  made 

in  Poland,  except  the  opening  of  the 
woods  road  that  year,  by  Robert  JMiles 

and  others  from  near  Sugargrove,  Fa., 
through  the  forest  to  Miles  Landing  on 

Chautauqua  Lake,  near  where  Lake- 
wood  is  situated.  It  terminated  in  Busti 

at  the  mouth  of  a  little  creek  east  of,  and 

near  Lakewood.    It  was  used  for  many 

years  by  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
going  to  Chautauqua  Lake,  and  by  the 
early  settlers  around  the  lake,  in  their 

trips  to  Pennsylvania,  to  purchase  seed- 
potatoes,  oats  and  wheat,  and  also  in 

driving  hogs  and  cows.  The  termina- 

tion of  the  road  was  called  "Miles 
Landing."  "This  road  was  the  great 
highway  of  that  wilderness ;  a  guide  to 
the  bewildered  pioneer;  if  he  could 

strike  this  road,  he  was  safe." 
In  1806,  EUicott  was  first  settled  by 

William  Wilson  from  Pennsylvania.  He 

first  lived  in  a  shanty,  but  in  June  he 
moved  into  a  house  he  had  built  on  the 

west  side  of  the  Chadakoin  below  Fal- 

coner, u-pon  land  which  had  not  then 
been  surveyed.  James  Culbertson  from 
Meadville,  the  same  year  settled  on  the 

west  side  of  the  Chadakoin,  at  its  con- 
fiuence  with  the  Cassadaga.  George  W. 

Fenton,  also  from  Pennsylvania,  the 

father  of  Governor  R.  E.  Fenton,  set- 
tled on  the  south  side  of  the  Chadakoin 

near  Levant  in  1807.  In  1809  Fenton 
removed  to  Carroll.  Jonas  Simmons, 

John  and  Jacob  Strunk  and  Samuel 
Whittemore  vv^ere  early  settlers  at  and 

near  Fluvanna,  Benjamin  Ross  at  Ross 

Mills,  Jehiel  Tiffany  at  TifTfanyville, 

Phineas  Palmiter,  Elias  Tracy  and  Oli- 
ver Sherman  near  Celoron ;  Thomas 

and  Joseph  Walkup,  Augustus  Moore 
and  Amos  Blanchard  in  other  parts  of 
the  town. 

In  1806,  William  Prendergast;  settled 
in  the  town  of  Chautauqua  not  far  irom 
the  present  Chautauqua  Assembly 

(jrounds.  He  and  his  sons  and  daugh- 
ters and  grandsons  became  the  ; owners 

of  a  contiguous  tract  of  land  contain- 
ing three  thousand,  three  hundred  thir- 

ty-seven acres.  Flis  thirteen  sons  and 
daughters  nearly  all  became  residents  of 
the  county.  His  sons  were  principal 

personages  in  its  early  history,  holding 

prominent  official  positions  and  places 

of  trust.  .The  prominence  and  respect- 

ability of  this  family  and  some  inter- 
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esting-  events  that  occurred  in  the  life 
of  WilHam  Prender^-ast,  entitle  it  to  an 
<:?xtended  consideration.  William  Pren- 

dergast  was  born  in  Waterford,  Ire- 
land, February  2,  1727.  He  came  to 

America  and  settled  at  Pawling,  Dutch- 
ess County,  on  the  Hudson  River.  He 

married  Mehitabel  Wing  of  Beekman 

N.  Y.  He  died  at  his  residence  in  Chau- 

tauqua, February  14th,  181 1.  Their 
children  were  Matthew,  Thomas,  Mary, 

(Mrs.  Wm.  Piemus  of  Ellery),  Elizabeth, 

James  Jediah,  Martin,  John  Jeffery, 
who  was  never  a  resident  here,  Susanna 

(Mrs.  Oliver  Whiteside),  Eleanor,  Mar- 
tha, William,  Minerva,  who  married 

Elisha  Marvin  of  North  East,  Pa. 

The  long  leases  by  which  the  lands 
were  generally  held  in  the  counties 

along  the  Hudson,  the  restraints  and 

forfeitures  incident  to  them,  and  the  op- 
pressive method  of  collecting  rents, 

produced  a  turbulent  spirit  among  the 
people,  often  manifested  in  violent  and 
lawless  conduct  by  the  tenants.  These 

disorders  began  long  before  the  Revo- 
lution. In  June,  1766,  some  soldiers 

sent  to  suppress  riotous  proceedings  in 
Dutchess  County,  were  fired  upon  and 
one  of  their  number  wounded  so  thac 

he  died.  William  Prendergast  was  ap- 
prehended for  participating  in  this  af- 

fair as  principal,  and  taken  under  a 

strong  guard  of  grenadiers  to  a  sloop 
for  safe  keeping.  He  and  others  \Aere 
afterwards  indicted  for  high  treason. 

The  public  mind  was  considerably  ex- 
cited over  the  case  of  Prendergast,  and 

Holt's  Gazette  of  New  York  City,  a 
leading  paper  of  the  time,  in  several  ar- 

ticles, showed  apparent  sympathy  for 
Prendergast  and  the  tenants.  A  dis- 

position to  resist  the  privileges  of  fav- 
ored classes  is  apt  to  excite  sympathy, 

notwithstanding  that  the  turbulent  man- 
ner in  which  it  is  done  may  deserve 

censure. 

At  a  court  of  Oyer  and  Termmer, 

which    commenced   July   29,    1766,  at 

Poughkeepsie,  and  was  held  by  Chief 
Justice  Horsemanden,  in  which  Samuel 
Jones,  a  most  eminent  lawyer  of  the 

times,  appeared  as  counsel  for  the  King. 
Mr.  Prendergast  was  found  guilty  of 

high  treason  and  sentenced  to  be  exe- 
cuted on  the  26th  day  of  the  following 

September.     Other  rioters  were  tried 
and  found  guilty.     Some  were  fmed, 
two  were  imprisoned,  and  two  stood  in 

the  pillory.    The  sentiments  of  the  peo- 
ple were  such  respecting  William  Pren- 

dergast's  offence,  that  William  Living- 
stone, the  Sheriff,  was  obliged  to  offer 

a  good  reward  to  any  person  who  would 

assist  at  the  execution,  he  to  be  disguis- 
ed, so  that,  not  being  known,  he  would 

be  secure  from  insult.    In  Holt's  Ga- 
zette of  September  4,  1766,  is  given  a 

long  account  of  the  trial,  by  which  it 

appears  that  the  conduct  of  Mehitabel, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Prendergast,  was  very 

remarkable  on  that  occasion.  She  great- 
ly aided  her  husband  in  his  defence  by 

wise  suggestions  and  remarks  in  open 

Court,  without  however  the  least  im- 
pertinence or  indecorum  on  her  part. 

Her  womanly  conduct,  and  tender  solic- 
itude for  her  husband  created  such  sym- 

pathy in  his  behalf  that  the  counsel  for 
the  King  asked  to  have  her  removed 

from  the  Court  Room,  which  was  de- 
nied, he  being  answered  that  she  neither 

disturbed  the  Court  nor  spoke  unreas- 

onably. The  jury  brought  in  the  prison- 
er guilty,  the  Court  and  jury  however 

recommended    the    prisoner    to  the 

King's  mercy.     Mrs.  Prendergast  im- 
mediately set  out  for  New  York  to  so- 

licit a  reprieve,  and  though  over  seventy 
miles  distant  she  returned  in  three  days 

with  hopes  of  success.    The  Governor, 

Sir  Henry  Moore,  sent  a  reprieve  to  the 
Sheriff  of  Dutchess  County  until  His 

Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  known. 
Lord  Shelburn  having  laid  before  the 

King  a  letter  of  Sir  Henry  Moore,  re- 
commending the  pardon  of  Prender- 

gast.   A  little  later  he  wrote  Governor 
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Moore  that,  "His  Majesty  has  been 
graciously  pleased  to  grant  him  his  i^ar- 
don,  relying  that  this  instance  of  his 

Royal  clemency  will  have  a  better  ef- 
fect in  recalling  these  mistaken  people 

to  their  duty,  than  the  most  rigorous 

punishment."  Was  it  unreasonable  that 
gratitude  to  King  George  for  his  Royal 
clemency,  under  the  circumstances,  led 

William  Prendergast  who  was  not  a  na- 
tive of  the  country,  to  espouse  the  cause 

of  the  King,  during  the  Revolution,  ten 

years  later? 

Although  seventy-five  years  of  age, 
William  Prendergast  left  his  home  in 
Pittstown,  in  Van  Rensselaer  County, 

with  his  family  in  1805,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  locating  in  Tennessee.  William 

Prendergast,  his  wife,  four  sons  and  five 

daughters,  his  son-in-law,  and  grand- 
children, and  his  slave  Tom,  in  all  tvv^en- 

ty-nine  persons,  in  four  canvas  co veered 
wagons  (some  drawn  by  four  horses) 
and  a  two-horse  barouche  for  the  older 

ladies,  traveled  through  Pennsylvania 

as  far  as  Pittsburg  or  Wheeling.  Then 

they  purchased  a  flat  boat  and  embark- 
ed with  all  their  effects,  and  descended 

the  river  to  the  falls  of  the  Ohio,  now 

Louisville,  Ky.  They  traveled  thence 

to  a  point  near  Nashville,  but  were  dis- 
satisfied with  the  country  and  people, 

and  traveled  back  and  came  to  Erie, 

Pa.,  where  they  arrived  about  the  last 

of  September,  1805.  The  family  finally 
decided  to  settle  in  Chautauqua,  but  all, 
with  the  exception  of  William  Bemus, 

a  son-in-law,  and  Thomas  Prendergast, 
journeyed  to  Canada  where  they  passed 
the  winter. 

Thomas  Prendergast  settled  in  Rip- 
ley the  same  fall.  Bemus  lived  during 

the  winter  of  1805  and  1806  in  a  log 
house  near  the  Cross  Roads.  Lands 

having  been  purchased  in  the  town  of 

Chautauqua,  on  the  west  side  of  Chau- 
tauqua Lake,  and  a  log  house  built, 

William  and  his  family  returned  fiom 

Canada  in  June,  1806,  and  became  set- 
tlers of  Chautauqua  County. 

William  Bemus,  above  named,  the 
son-in-law  of  William  Prendergast,  in 
the  spring  of  t8o6,  made  the  first  set- 

tlement of  Ellery  at  Bemus  Point,  near 
the  Old  Indian  fields.  Jermiah  Griffith 
of  Madison  County,  a  little  later  the 

same  year,  settled  in  Ellery  at  the  Old 
Indian  fields  at  Griffiths  Point.  These 

wellknown  pioneers  have  left  many 
descendants.  Among  other  early  and 

leading  settlers  of  Ellery  were  Hanson 
Meed,  Tiler  Sackett,  Azariah  Bennett, 

John  and  Joseph  Sillsby,  WilHam  JJar- 
rows,  John  Demott,  John  Love,  Jos- 

eph Loucks,  Henry  Strunk,  Thomas 
Parker,  Peter  Pickard,  Samuel  Young, 
Elisha  Tower,  Elhanan  Winchester  and 

John  Pickard,  grandfather  of  Alonzo  C. 
Pickard,  the  wellknown  lawyer  of 

Jamestown. 
In  1806,  Thomas  Bemus,  son  of  Wil- 

liam Bemus,  and  grandson  of  William 

Prendergast,  Sr.,  made  the  first  settle- 
ment in  the  town  of  Harmony,  Oii  lot 

fifty-four,  township  two,  range  twelve, 
opposite  Bemus  Point.  The  next  year 

Jonathan  Cheney  settled  on  lot  fitty- 

two,  about  two  miles  below  the  "Nar- 
rows." Before  the  close  of  1806  up- 

wards of  twenty  families  had  settled 
around  Chautauqua  Lake. 

In  1807,  Dr.  Thomas  Kennedy  and 

Edward  Work  purchased  twelve  hun- 
dred sixty  acres  of  land  on  both  sides 

of  the  Chadakoin  below  Dexterville,  in- 
cluding the  mill  site  at  Tiffanyville,  and 

Worksburg,  now  Falconer,  including 
also  land  east  of  the  Cassadaga  Creek. 
In  the  fall  of  1807  Mr.  Work  erected  a 

hewed  log  house  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Chadakoin  at  Falconer ;  this  was  the 
first  settlement  of  Falconer ;  for  more 

than  three  quarters  of  a  century  the 

place  was  known  as  Worksburg.  Mr. 
Work  was  a  public  spirited,  energetic 
man,  of  much  ability.  In  1808,  he 
erected  there  sawmills  and  soon  after  a 
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i^rist  mill,  tie  and  Mr.  Kennedy  opened 

a  road  l)etween  Kennedy  and  Works- 

bur^-,  and  built  the  first  bridge  over 
Cassadaga  Creek.  They  made  the  first 
substantial  improvements  in  southern 
Chautauqua. 

Kiantone  derives  its  name  from  the 

Indian  village  of  Kyenthono,  on  Kian- 
tone Creek  which  was  occupied  by  the 

Indians  as  late  as  1795,  when  CoL 

James  McMahan  passed  through  the 
county.  It  was  settled  in  1807  by 

Joseph  /\ikin  from  Rensselaer  County, 

New  York.  He  settled  on  the  Stiilwa-^ 
ter,  near  the  west  line  of  the  town.  He 

laid  out  the  land  there  into  lots  and  at- 

tempted to  found  the  village  of  Aikm- 
ville.  Robert  Russell  soon  after  set- 

tled in  the  town  and  built  a  saw  mill  on 

Kiantone  Creek  above  the  Indian  vil- 

lage. He  afterwards  removed  to  Rus~ 
sell,  Pa.,  and  gave  his  name  to  that 

place.  He  was  a  man  of  much  energy 
and  a  leading  citizen  of  Northwestern 
Pennsylvania. 

Arkwright  was  also  settled  in  1807. 

by  Abiram  Orton  on  lot  sixty-four,  not 
far  from  Fredonia.  The  same  year  Ben- 

jamin Perry  settled  on  the  same  lot,  and 
Augustus  Burnham  on  lot  sixty  near 
Shumla. 

Although  every  town  bordering  on 
Lake  Erie  had  been  settled  for  several 

years,  the  site  of  the  city  of  Dunkirk, 
the  metropolis  of  northern  Chautauqua 

remained  covered  by  a  dense  and  un- 
broken forest.  Undoubtedly  the  French 

and  English  in  the  preceding  century, 
while  coasting  along  the  southern  shore 
of  Lake  Erie,  had  many  times  visited 

the  bay.  Yet,  notwithstanding  that 
conspicuous  headland.  Point  Gratiot, 
named  from  Gen.  Charles  Gratiot, 

marked  the  existence,  and  bounded  the 
western  limits,  of  a  safe  harbor,  lake 
craft  seldom  visited  its  lonesome  waters, 

and  deer  and  wolves  continued  to  in- 
habit the  gloomy  woods  around  it  until 

1808,  when  Timothy  Goulding,  its  first 

settler,  built  his  house  a  mile  west  of 
the  harbor,  near  where  now  are  the 

brick  yards,  and  probably  within  the 
limits  of  the  city.  A  portion  of  Point 
Gratiot  was  included  in  his  purchase. 

The  next  year  his  brother-in-law,  Solo- 
mon Chadwick  from  Madison  County 

settled  at  Dunkirk  Harbor  in  what  is 

now  the  Second  Ward  of  the  city.  He 

was  the  first  settler  on  the  bay.  Dun- 
kirk Harbor  for  eight  or  nine  years  af- 

ter his  settlement,  was  known  as  Chad- 

wick Bay,  and  for  a  short  time  after- 
wards as  Garnseys  Bay,  and  finally 

Dinikirk,  after  a  seaport  of  that  name 

in  k^rance.  Luther  Goulding,  brother  of 
Timothy, the  same  year  settled  upon  the 
bay  west  of  Chadwick.  The  Brighams 

who  were  longer  and  more  closely  iden- 
tified with  the  fortunes  of  Dunkirk,  were 

early  settlers.  John  Brigham  from 
Madison  County,  New  York,  settled 
within  the  limits  of  the  city  in  1808. 

John  Brigham,  Jr.,  and  his  family  set- 
tled in  1810,  and  James  Brigham  who 

married  Fanny,  the  sister  of  Gen.  Elijah 

Risley,  in  181 1. 
Forestville  was  settled  by  Capt. 

Jehiel  Moore  from  Eastern  New  York 
in  1809.  Charlotte  was  settled  in  April 

of  the  same  year  by  John  and  Daniel 
Pickett  and  Arva  O.  Austin  in  the 

northwest  part,  for  many  years  known 
as  Pickett  Neighborhood.  Robert  W. 
Seaver  and  Barna  Edson,  a  little  later 

the  same  year,  settled  Charlotte  Center. 

In  1810  Sinclairville  was  settled  by  Wil- 
liam Berry  and  Maj.  Samuel  Sinclear, 

a  soldier  of  the  R.evolution  and  a  ne- 

phew of  Col.  Joseph  Cilley,  a  distin- 

guished ofi-icer  of  that  w^ar.  Mr.  Sin- 
clear  was  a  near  kinsman  of  Joseph  Cil- 

ley, United  States  Senator  from  New 
Flampshire,  and  Jonathan  Cilley,  who 
was  killed  in  the  famous  duel  with 

Graves  of  Kentucky.  October  22,  1810, 
the  family  of  Maj.  Sinclear,  including 

his  step-sons  Obed  Edson  and  John  M. 
Edson  first  arrived  at  the  site  of  the  vil- 
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lage  of  Sinclairville.  John  and  Samuel 
Cleland,  Joel  Burnell  the  father  of 
MadivSon  Bnrnell  were  early  settlers  ot 
the  town. 

About  this  time  settlement  was  com- 

menced in  Carroll,  and  the  work  begun 
of  annihilating  the  noble  forest  pmes 

that  grew  there  in  so  great  abundance. 
It  became  a  town  of  saw  mills  ;  as  many 

as  twenty-five  were  in  operation  at  one 
time.  Lumbering  in  Carroll  was  long 
its  leading  industry. 

John  Russell  of  Mahanoy,  Pa.,  ex- 
plored the  country  along  the  lower  Con- 

ewango  in  1800.  He  returned  to  his 

home  with  a  good  report  of  the  coun- 
try. The  same  year  he  and  his  family, 

accompanied  by  a  considerable  party 
of  emigrants,  among  whom  were  Hugh 
Frew  and  his  family,  set  out  for  the 

Conewango.  Russell  built  a  boat  in 

which  the  goods  of  the  party  were  car- 
ried up  the  Sinnemahoning.  Russell 

and  Frew  had  a  yoke  of  cattle  and  some 
cows.  These  were  driven  through  the 

woods.  The  journey  was  slow  and  ted- 
ious by  water  and  land  to  the  portage 

between  the  Sinnemahoning  and  the  Al- 
legheny. There  the  boats  were  taker 

apart  and  transported  upon  wagon 

wheels,  to  a  canoe  place  on  the  Alle- 
gheny River,  where  the  boats  were  put 

together  again  and  caulked  and  pitched. 
They  then  descended  the  Allegheny  to 
the  Conewango,  which  they  ascended  to 
a  point  a  Httle  above  Russellburg.  They 

then  journeyed  to  Beechwood,  now  call- 
ed Sugargrove,  in  Pennsylvania,  close 

to  the  south  boundary  of  Chautauqua, 

where  they  settled.  They  found  John 
Marsh,  Robert  Miles  and  John  and 

Stephen  Ross  had  preceded  them.  At 

this  time  there  was  no  building  at  \Var- 

ren  except  the  Holland  Company's 
storehouse  in  which  a  family  in  charge 
resided.  No  white  settler  was  living  in 

Chautauqua  County  at  that  time.  These 
settlers  endured  great  hardships  during 

the  first  years  of  their  residence  in  War- 

ren County.  These  persons  were  among 
the  first  to  explore  the  southern  parts 
of  the  county. 

John  Frew,  a  native  of  Killyleale,  ire- 
land,  a  son  of  Hugh  Frew  above  named., 
and  Robert  Russell,  both  young  m.en, 

having  explored  the  land  along  the  Con- 
ewango in  Carroll  and  Kiantone,  in  the 

spring  of  1809,  set  out  from  their  home 
in  Warren  County,  each  with  a  pack  on 
his  back,  and  traveled  on  foot  over  the 

Indian   trail    to    Kennedy's   mill,  and 
over  the  high  lands  to  the  falls  of  the 

Cattaraugus.    Thence  they  followed  the 
Indian  trail  to  the  oak  openings  east  of 
Buffalo;  from  this  place  they  journeyed 
to  Batavia.    They  camped  out  nights, 
and  subsisted  on  jerked  meat,  dry  bread 

and  young  leeks.    At  Batavia  they  en- 
tered   their    lands.      Robert  Rur.sell 

bought  on  the  Kiantone  Creek  in  Kian- 
tone.  Frank  H.  Mott  of  Jamestown  is  one 

of  his  descendants.  John  Frew  entered 
lands  for  himself  and  Thomas  Russell  at 

the  mouth  of  Frew  Run  in  Carroll.  They 
soon  built  a  log  house,  and  later  they 

completed  a  saw  mill  there.    The  village 

that  grew  up  near  the  mill  was  called 

Frewsburg,  after  John  Frew.  There- 
after this  place  became  a  leading  point 

for  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  and  for 

many  years  great  quantities  were  run 
from  there  down  the  river  to  Pittsburg, 

and  to  points  below.    George  W.  Fen- 
ton,  the  father  of  Governor  Reuben  E. 

Fenton,  removed  from  the  town  of  EUi- 
cott  and  settled  in  Carroll  the  same 

year. 
In  1 810  Busti  was  settled  by  John  L. 

Frank  on  lot  sixty-one,  and  Uriah  Bent- 
ly  on  lot  sixteen.  Among  other  early 
settlers  of  Busti  were  Palmer  Phillips, 

Arba  Blodget,  Daniel  Sherman  and 

Joseph  Garfield. 
In  1810,  Gerry  was  first  settled  by 

Stephen  Jones  and  Amos  Atkins,  who 
built  houses  near  each  other,  a  short 

distance  south  of  Sinclairville.  The 

southern,  central,  and  eastern  parts  of 



82 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

the  town  were  settled  later  by  Vermont- 
ers.  William  Alverson,  Hezekiah  My- 

ers, Hezekiah  Catlin  and  Porter  Phelps 
were  the  first  \  ermonters  to  take  up 

their  residence  in  the  town.  They  were 

followed  by  many  from  that  state. 
The  first  actual  settlement  of  the  town 

of  Stockton  was  made  in  1809  ̂ ^Y  ̂'"^^ 
Beebe,  Joel  Fisher  and  Othelow  Church 

at  and  near  Cassadaga.  Church  after- 
wards removed  to  Allegany  County 

and  was  there  murdered  by  one  Howe. 

Jonathan  Alverson  from  Win.  [ham 

County,  Vermont,  entered  lands  and 

was  present  there  in  1809,  and  may 
have  performed  some  work  u])on  it  that 

year.  Shadrick  Scofield,  David  Vv^ater- 
bury  and  Henry  Walker  settled  in  the 

southwest  part  in  1810.  The  same  year 

John  West,  Bela  Todd  and  Joseph 
Green  settled  near  them.  John  Vvest 

came  over  the  "Old  Portage  Road"  to 
Ellery.  He  and  Dexter  Barnes  and 
Peter  Barnhart  in  181 1  constructed  the 

old  Chautauqua  Road  from  near  Sin- 
clairville  east  beyond  the  Cattaraugus 
fine.  In  .i8iJ,  Benjamin  Miller  settled 

three  fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  Dclan- 

ti,  and  was  the  first  settler  of  I'ear 
Creek  Valley.  Linus  W.  Miller  and 
Phineas  M.  Miller  are  his  descendants. 

Abel  Thompson  came  in  June,  181 2,  and 
was  the  first  settler  of  Delanti.  Samuel 

Crissey  came  in  181 5.  Among  his  de- 
scendants are  many  wellknown  citizens, 

^among  them  his  son  Harlow,  and  his 

grandsons  Newton,  Elverton  B.  and 

Seward  M.  Nathaniel  Crissey,  a  bro- 
ther of  Samuel,  was  an  early  settler. 

Among  his  descendants  is  Forrest  Cris- 
sey, the  author  of  the  Centemiial 

Poem,  read  on  the  occasion  of  the  cele- 
bration of  the  one  hundredth  anniver- 

sary of  the  settlement  of  Chautauqua 
County,  at  Westfield.  Calvin  Warren 
came  in,  in  181 6,  and  settled  one  and 
one  half  miles  north  of  Delanti.  He 

was  in  early  days  a  prominent  citizen  of 

the  town,  and  was  chosen  its  first  Sup- 

ervisor. He  has  left  wellknown  and 

prominent  descendants,  among  them 
Chauncey  Warren  his  son,  and  his 

grandsons  Amos  K.  Warren  and 
Lucien  C.  Warren.  Aaron  Lyon  early 

settled  on  the  west  side  of  Cassadaga 
Lake.  He  was  the  brother  of  Mary 

Lyon,  the  founder  of  Holyoke  Female 
Seminary,  in  Massachusetts,  and  the 
father  of  Lucy  and  Freelove,  wellknown 

missionaries  at  Ningpo,  China.  Icha- 
bod  Fisher  settled  at  Cassadaga  i^ake 

in  1813.  Sawyer  Phillips  came  in  1815. 
He  left  many  prominent  descendants, 

among  them  Philip  Phillips,  the  well- 
known  singer  of  sacred  music.  Andrew 
Putnam  came  in  1817.  He  left  many 

sons,  among  them  Worthy  Putnam,  a 
distinguished  educator  and  professor  of 
education.  The  county  owes  more  to 
hmi  for  the  development  of  the  common 
schools  than  to  any  other.  Jonathan 

Bugbee,  the  father  of  Judge  L.  Bugbee, 

and  Abel  Brunson  were  both  early  set- 
tlers. Abner  Putnam  came  in  1818  and 

has  left  many  descendants.  Ebenezer 

Smith,  Jr.,  and  his  son  Aaron,  Resolved 
W.  Fenner,  Washington  Winsor,  Josiah 

White,  Alonzo  and  Eleazer  Flagg  \vere 
all  early  settlers  of  Stockton. 

Villenova  was  also  settled  in  1810,  by 

Daniel  Whipple  from  Herkimer  County 
in  the  southeast  part  of  the  town  on  lot 

three.  John  Kent  from  Vermont  set- 
tled near  Whipple  on  lot  three,  and  John 

and  Eli  Arnold  from  Massachusetts  on 

lot  nineteen,  near  Hamlet. 

Jamestown,  although  now  a  city,  the 

most  populous  and  wealthy  in  the  coun- 
ty, was  nearly  the  last  place  settled  dur- 
ing the  frontier  period.  In  18 10  its  site 

was  a  most  uninviting  locality.  It  was 

covered  by  a  gloomy  morass  and  a  num- 
ber of  drift  hills,  densely  covered  with 

sombre  pines.  James  Prendergast,  son 

of  William,  who  had  examined  the  lo- 

cality in  1806,  was  pleased  with  the  ad- 
vantages it  offered  for  mill  sites,  and 

resolved  to  found  a  settlement  there. 



He  afterwards  purchased  one  thousand 

acres  of  land  upon  which  John  Blowers, 
who  was  in  his  employ,  built  a  log 
house  in  the  fall  of  1810.  Blowers  anc 

his  family  moved  into  it,  before  Christ- 
mas of  that  year,  and  they  became  the 

first  inhabitants  of  Jamestown.  The 

place  was  at  first  called  the  "Rapids," 
and  finally  Jamestown,  in  honor  oi 

James  Prendergast,  its  founder  (i). 

During  the  frontier  period,  which 
closed  with  the  organization  of  the 

county,  in  twenty-two  of  the  present 
twenty-eight  towns  and  cities,  settle- 

ment had  commenced.  The  greater  part 
of  even  the  most  numerously  inhabited 
of  settled  towns  remained  an  unbroken 

forest.  The  settlers  who  came  during 

the  Frontier  Period  were  the  very  poor- 
est class  of  men.  The  most  of  them  ex- 

pended their  last  dollar  in  procuring  an 
article  for  their  land,  and  had  to  pay 
with  their  labor  for  the  first  bushel  of 

corn  or  potatoes  that  their  famiHes 
used.  The  pioneers  who  came  were 

picked  men,  quite  as  vigorous  and  intel- 
lectual as  those  who,  more  highly  fav- 

ored by  fortune,  remained  behind.  They 
were,  as  a  rule,  strong  and  resolute 
young  men,  accustomed  to  forest  hfe. 

The  earliest  settlers  who  came  first  to 

the  Cross  Roads,  and  first  settled  in 
several  of  the  northern  towns  of  the 

county,  emigrated  from  the  central  and 
eastern  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and 
were  many  of  them  of  German  descent. 
The  same  is  true  of  some  of  the  earliest 
settlers  in  the  southern  towns.  It  was 

not  long  however  before  the  irrepres- 
sible New  F^nglander  appeared  upon  the 

scene,  but  in  greater  numbers  came 

hardy  young  men  skilled  in  woodcraft 
from  the  backwoods  of  Eastern  New 

York,  bringing  with  them  their  wives 
and  children.  Leaving  their  old  homes 
in  the  east,  for  days  they  traversed  the 
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wilderness  that  spread  westwardly,  fol- 
lowing Indian  paths  and  primitive 

roads,  fording  unbridged  streams,  to 
spend  their  lives  and  stake  their  future 
happiness  and  prosperity  in  these  west- ern woods. 

In  early  years  Capt.  John  Mack  owned 
the  tavern  and  kept  the  ferry  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus  Creek.  The 
ferry  across  this  boundary  water  may 
be  said  to  have  been  the  eastern  gate- 

way of  the  county  and  Captain  Mack  its 
gatekeeper,  for  a  majority  of  the  early 
comers  were  here  ferried  across  this 
little  river  and  entertained  at  his  tavern. 
The  frequent  arrival  of  emigrants  and 
the   crossing  of  this   boundary  water 
made  a  typical  scene.    Emerging  from 
the    forest   after   a  journey   of  many 
days  would  appear  a  sunburnt  pioneer 
in  the  prime  of  life,  guiding  the  ox  team 
that  bore  his  household  efYects  ;  his  boys 
following  after,  driving  a  cow  or  per- 

haps a  few  sheep  or  pigs.  Trudging 
still  behind  was  his  faithful  wife,  tired 
with  the  exercise  of  her  long  travel, 
while  tripping  near  with  more  elastic 
steps  came  her  daughters,  their  cheeks 
tanned   and  lovely   with   the   hues  of 
health.    They  lived  on  to  some  day  tell 
to  listening  grandchildren  the  story  of 
their   eventful   journey ;   how   all  day 
long  they   followed  wilderness  paths, 
and  slept  at  night  in  the  lonely  woods, 
and  heard  at  midnight  the  howl  of  the 
wolf ;  to  tell  of  their  weary  tramp  along 
the  sandy  beach  of  Lake  Erie  and  the 

perils  that  they  encountered  when  they 
rounded  the  steep  headlands  along  its 
shores.      Sometimes    a    hale,  white- 
haired    patriarch,    staff   in   hand  and 
head  erect,  with  firm  step,  would  walk 
at  the  head  of  the  teams  or  among  his 

grown-up    sons    and    daughters,  un- 
daunted by  the  hardships  that  his  ex- 
perience told  him  were  before  him.  He 

(1)  Jamestown.  Dunkirk,  Fredonia  and  Westfield  required  a  fuller  account  of  their 
early  settlers  than  our  limited  space  will  permit. 
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had  come  to  aid  his  cliihh'cn  in  start ini^ 
in  their  new  home  on  the  frontier,  or 

perha])s  that  his  l)ones  mic^ht  l^e  laid 

near  his  kindred.  To  the  pioneer  Inm- 
,self  when  he  paused  to  think  thai  he 

had  left  his  old  home  to  plant  his  des- 
tiny in  the  endless  waste  of  woods  be- 

yond the  ferry,  this  little  river  must 

have  seemed  a  Rubicon.  IMisgivino- 
must  have  oppressed  him  in  trusting 
the  happiness  of  his  wife  and  children 
to  the  mercies  of  the  wilderness.  Not 

so  with  his  glorious  wife.  With  un- 
doubting  faith  in  him  she  was  willing 
to  forgo  the  comforts  of  the  old  home 
to  face  the  hardships  of  the  new.  Where 
he  would  go  she  would  go. 
But  once  across  this  boundary 

stream  the  Rubicon  is  passed.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  way  is  a  pleasure  excur- 

sion, in  which  their  eyes  enjoy  a  sight 
of  the  luxurious  vegetation,  of  the  lofty 
trees  of  which  they  had  heard  so  much ; 
to  see  the  great  walnut  at  Silver  Creek, 

the  inflammable  springs  at  the  Canada- 
way,  and  all  the  wonders  of  this  orom- 
ised  land.  Having  arrived  at  the  chos- 

en place  in  the  forest  where  the  pioneer 

proposes  to  maKc  his  future  home, 
with  forked  sticks,  a  few  poles  and 

some  hemlock  boughs  he  makes  a  tem- 
porary shelter.  He  then  with  his  ax 

skillfully  constructs  a  more  substantial 
habitation ;  its  body  of  logs  neatly 
matched  at  the  corners  and  chinked 

with  mud  and  splints  of  wood ;  its  roof 
he  makes  of  elm  bark  held  in  place  by 

saplings  running  lengthwise  with  the 
building ;  a  hearth  and  fireplace  of 
stones,  a  chimney  of  sticks  chinked  with 
mud  and  straw,  and  a  floor  of  the 

halves  of  split  logs  laid  with  the  fiat 
side  up.  Without  hammer  or  nails  and 

with  but  an  ax  and  auger  he  manufac- 
tures his  household  furniture,  chairs 

and  a  puncheon  table,  a  bedstead  of 
poles  framed  into  the  log  walls  of  his 
house,  bedcords  made  of  strips  of  bark, 
doors  of  hewed  plank,  windows  of  oiled 

pap^'r  and  his  f(jrest  castle  is  complet- 
ed. With  his  ax  he  scoops  out  a  hol- 

low in  the  top  of  a  stump,  bends  to  it  a 

neighboring  sapling,  to  which  he  fas- 
tens, by  strips  of  deerskins  a  pestle  of 

wood  or  stone  to  pound  his  dried  corn 
into  coarse  meal.  This  was  his  flouring 
mill. 

The  sketch  we  have  given  was  the 

ordinary  experience  of  the  frontiers- 
men during  the  first  period  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  county. 

Poor  as  the  people  were  during  the 
frontier  period,  and  scant  as  were  their 

opportunities,  they  entertained  bright 
hopes  for  the  future,  when  the  forests 
should  be  swept  away,  and  in  their 

place,  should  be  green  and  cultivated 

fields,  and  the  fruits  of  their  labor  en- 
joyed by  their  descendants.  Although 

unlearned  in  books  they  highly  valued 

the  advantages  that  an  education  would 

give  their  children.  New  provisions 
had  been  made  by  the  State  for  schools 

in  the  larger  settlements  and  the  [peo- 
ple voluntarily  built  schoolhouses.  The 

small  sums  due  the  teachers  were  often 

paid  in  corn  and  other  produce. 
The  Gospel  was  preached  in  every 

settlement.  Scarcely  had  the  first  log 
cabin  been  reared  in  each  town  before 

it  was  visited  by  some  early  missionary,, 

sent  by  the  missionary  societies  of 

New  England  and  the  east.  The  first 
church  organized  in  the  county  was 

foiuided  by  the  Presbyterian  settlers  at 

the  Cross  Roads  in  1808,  and  was  call- 
ed the  Chautauqua  Church.  The  same 

year  the  lirst  Baptist  church  was  or- 
ganized at  Canadaway,  and  was  called 

the  First  Baptist  Church  in  Pomfret. 
In  1808  was  also  formed  the  First  Me- 

thodist Episcopal  Church,  and  the  first 
Methodist  sermon  preached.  About 
the  same  time  the  Congregationalists 

were  also  represented  here,  in  the  per- 
son and  by  the  work  of  Father  John 

Spencer.  No  missionary  labored  so 
long  and  ef¥ectively  in  early  years  as 
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Father  Spencer.  Dressed  in  the  antique 

style  of  Revokitionary  days,  wearing- 
short  stocking's  and  knee  1:)uckles,  and 
boots  quite  up  to  his  knees,  he  preached 
from  house  to  house.  Many  churches 
were  founded  as  the  result  of  his  work. 

Of  all  the  earl}'  missionaries  who  labor- 
ed in  Chautauqua  Count}',  Father 

Spencer  filled  the  most  prominent 

place. 
The  first  postoffice  was  established 

in  Chautauqua  County  in  i8o6,  at  the 
Cross  Roads  on  the  route  between  i  Buf- 

falo and  Prescuie  Isle. 

practically  no  voice  in  the  government 

of  the  State,  and  a  sense  of  solitude  op- 

pressed them.  They  desired  to  admin- 
ister their  own  affairs,  and  to  be  grant- 

ed more  importance  by  being  incorpor- 
ated as  a  county  and  thus  be  enabled  to 

carry  out  the  schemes  that  they  !iad 
devised  for  promoting  their  welfare. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  century  vhat 
is  now  Chautauqua  County  was  a  part 
of  the  town  of  Northampton,  in  the 

County  of  Ontario.  March  30,  1802 
the  County  of  Genesee  was  erected 
from  Ontario.    The  boundaries  of  Gen- 

THE  PIONEER— HIS  FIRST  ATTACK  ON  THE  WILDERNESS. 

The  homes  of  the  settlers,  and  the 

few  structures  that  might  be  called  pub- 

lic building's  were  nearly  all  built  of 
logs.  The  settlers  regarded  their  res- 

idence in  log  cabins  as  but  a  temporary 
inconvenience.  They  believed  the  tide 

of  emigration  would  soon  bring  tiiem 
neighbors;  that  the  highways  of  tiavel 
would  brings  the  conveniences  of  the  east, 

And  now  nearly  ten  years  had  elaps- 
ed since  the  settlement  of  the  county 

had  commenced,  and  the  settlers  were 

still  shut  out  by  forests  from  the  pop- 
ulated parts  of  the  country.    They  had 

esee  County  were  identical  with  the 
town  of  Northampton,  and  included  all 
of  the  Holland  Purchase,  and  also  the 

Phelps  and  Gorham  Purchase,  east  of 
it.  What  is  now  Chautauqua  County 

became  a  part  of  the  town  of  Batavia. 

April  15,  1805,  1)y  an  act  of  tne  Legisla- 
ture, the  town  of  Chautauqua  was  cre- 

ated. It  included  all  of  the  present 

county  except  the  tenth  range  of  town- 
'ships,  which  by  this  act  was  made  a 

part  of  the  town  of  Erie.  The  organ- 
ization of  the  town  of  Chautauqua  was 

hailed  with  pleasure  by  its  settlers,  as 
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it  gave  them  authority  to  regulate  their 
local  affairs.  Prior  to  April,  1807,  John 
McMahan  had  three  times  been  chosen 

its  Supervisor,  at  town  meetings  held 
at  the  Cross  Roads,  and  had  met  with 

the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Genesee 

County,  at  Batavia.  He  had  been 

chosen  without  reference  to  his  politi- 
cal opinions.  In  April  of  this  year,  the 

first  election  was  held  in  the  county. 

POLITICAL  HISTORY  DURING  THE  FRONTIER  PERIOD. 

As  our  history  proceeds,  we  will  give 
some  account  of  its  political  parties. 
The  Republicans  at  this  time  were  led 

by  Thomas  Jefferson,  then  President. 
The  Federalists  were  the  followers  of 

Alexander  Hamilton,  until  his  death  ir 

1804,  killed  in  a  duel  with  Aaron  Burr. 
The  death  of  Hamilton  left  the  Feder- 

alists for  a  time  without  a  leader,  and 

the  Republican  party  practically  w^ith- 
out  opposition.  In  the  State  of  New 
York  the  Republicans  divided  into 
three  factions :  The  Clintonians  ;  the 

adherents  of  the  Livingstone  families, 
and  the  Burrites.  At  the  election  in 

April,  1807,  the  Livingstones  support- 
ed Morgan  Lewis  for  Governor,  and 

the  Clintonians,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins ; 
the  votes  of  the  Burrites  and  the  Fed- 

eralists were  divided  between  the  two 

Republican  candidates. 

In  the  election  held  in  April,  1807, 

we  have  the  first  expression  of  the  po- 
litical sentiments  of  the  people  of  the 

county.  In  accordance  with  the  law 
in  existence  at  the  time,  the  election 

was  held  three  days.  In  Chautauqua 
County  it  was  held  the  first  day  at  the 
house  of  William  Bemus  at  Bemus 

Point.  The  election  officers  then  pro- 
ceeded through  the  woods,  to  the  tav- 

ern of  Widow  Perry,  at  the  Cross 
Roads,  and  there  the  election  was  lield 

the  second  day.  During  the  forenoon 
of  the  third  day  the  election  was  held 
at  the  house  of  Hezekiah  Barker,  at 

Canadaway,  and  in  the  afternoon  at  the 
house  of  Orsamus  Holmes  in  Sheridan. 

Political  economists  of  the  time  said 

the  election  cost  the  town  sixty-eight 

dollars,  while  only  sixty-nine  votes 

were  polled,  of  which  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins received  forty-one,  and  Morgan 

Lewis  twenty-eight.  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins was  elected  Governor.  As  the  only 

choice  of  the  voters  was  between  the 

two  Republican  candidates,  it  did  not 

determine  the  relative  strength  of  the 
Republicans  and  Federalists,  but  there 
is  little  doubt  that  Chautauqua  County 

was  strongly  Republican  during  the 
frontier  period,  like  other  parts  of  the 
Holland  Purchase. 

In  1808,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature 

the  County  of  Genesee  was  divided  in- 
to the  Counties  of  Genesee,  Niagara, 

Cattaraugus,  and  Chautauqua.  Al- 
though the  County  of  Chautauqua  was 

now  organized,  this  act  provided  that 
for  judicial  and  municipal  purposes,  it 

be  a  part  of  the  County  of  Niagara, 
until  it  should  contain  five  hundred 

taxable  inhabitants  quaHfied  to  vote 
for  Members  of  Assembly.  The  same 
act  divided  Chautauqua  County  into 

two  towns ;  the  eastern  town  to  be  call- 
ed Pomfret,  and  the  western  Chautau- 

qua. By  the  enumeration  of  the  in- 
habitants made  in  i8to,  the  population 

of  the  county  was  found  to  be  two  thou- 
sand, three  hundred  and  eighty-one.  By 

an  examination  of  the  assessment  rolls, 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Niagara 
County  found  that  Chautauqua  County 
contained  five  hundred  taxable  inhab- 

itants qualified  to  vote  for  Members  of 
Assembly  and  was  fully  entitled  to  be 
organized  as  a  separate  county. 

With  the  organization  of  the  county 

in  February,  181 1,  the  Frontier  Period 
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closed.  Many  of  the  settlers  who  came 
before  1811,  when  the  county  was  in 
a  forest  condition,  were  frontiersmen, 

accustomed  to  roughing  it  in  the  wil- 
derness, often  more  skilled  in  the  use 

of  the  ax  and  the  rifle  than  the  imple- 

ments for  cultivating  the  soil,  and  per- 

haps better  fitted  for  a  life  in  a  border 

country  than  a  thickly  settled  commun- 
ity. All  the  early  settlers  who  came 

before  181 1  in  after  years  were  regard- 
ed as  Old  Timers,  and  were  esteemed 

with  a  measure  of  pioneer  respect  not 
awarded  to  those  who  came  later. 



CHAPTER  VII. 

PIONEER  PERIOD— LAST  WAR  WITH  ENGLAND. 

"All  hail  our  early  settl-rrs!   though  with 
storm 

Their  sky  was  obscured  and  black, 
And  warlike  peril  in  appalling  form 
Opposed  their  rugged  march,  and  warned them  back; 
They  faltered  not,  nor  fainted  in  the  track 
That  led  to  Empire;  but  with  patience  bore 

Cold,  hunger,  thirst,  and  fever's  dread  at- tack ; 

While  ancient  twilight,  to  return  no  more. 
From  far  Otsego  fled  to  Erie's  lonely  shore." Wm.  H.  C.  Hosmer. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  or- 

ganization of  the  county  were  auspi- 
cious. The  year  before,  the  Holland 

Land  Company,  in  anticipation  of  the 
event,  had  buih  a  land  office  of  logs 

at  Mayville,  and  placed  it  in  charge  of 
William  Peacock.  The  winter  of  t8io 

and  1811  was  tuiusually  mild.  Cattle 
could  almost  subsist  upon  browse 
alone.  Early  in  March  the  woods 

were  green  with  leeks.  The  consum- 
mation of  the  organization  of  the 

county,  together  with  the  genial  spring 

of  181 1,  made  such  a  favorable  impres- 
sion upon  the  people  visiting  there, 

that  many  were  induced  to  enter  land 
at  the  land  office. 

Zattu  Cushing  was  appointed  first 

Judge  of  the  county;  Matthew  Prender- 
gast,  Philo  Orton,  Jonathan  Thomp- 

son and  William  Alexander,  Associate 

Judges  of  the  county.  Of  these  men 
Matthew  Prendergast  was  the  eldest 
son  of  William  Prendergast  ;  when  his 
father  was  pardoned  by  the  king,  as 
has  been  related,  he  was  about  ten 

years  of  age.  This  circumstane  oc- 
curring so  early  in  his  life,  undoubtedly 

made  a  strong  impression  upon  his 
youthful  mind,  and  naturally  excited 
his  sympathy  in  favor  of  King  George, 

who  had  favored  his  father  in  so  mo- 
mentous an  affair.  When  the  contro- 

versy between  the  King  and  the  Amer- 
ican people  had  come  to  an  issue,  he 

was  so  strongly  inclined  towards  the 
Royal  cause  that,  in  1779  he  joined 

xA^braham  Cuy let's  celebrated  regiment 
of-  Royal  Refugees  and  was  made  an 
officer.  The  next  year,  while  a  Heu- 
tenant  in  command  of  a  small  party 

from  his  regiment,  he  captured,  on  the 
Long  Island  shore,  Major  Bush,  Capt. 

Cornelius  Conkling,  ancestor  of  Roscoe 

Conkling,  Captain  Rogers  and  Lieuten- 
ant Farley,  Americans  who  had  come 

over  from  the  Connecticut  shore  on  a 

secret  mission,  in  the  interest  of  the 
American  cause.  Two  Americans  were 

killed  in  the  affair.  William  Leggett. 

the  father  of  William  Leggett,  the  cel- 
ebrated editor  of  the  New  York  Even- 

ing Post,  escaped  capture.  We  have, 
every  reason  to  believe  that  William 

Prendergast  served  with  credit  to  him- 
self in  the  cause  he  espoused  during  the 

remainder  of  the  war. 

After  the  Revolution  Mr.  Prender- 
gast for  some  years  resided  in  Nova 

Scotia,  where  he  owned  a  tract  of  l-.nd. 
In  1808,  after  ue  came  to  Chautauqua 

County,  he  was  appointed  a  Justice  of 
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the  Peace.  He  served  as  Supervisor 
in  1810  and  181 1.  He  also  served  as 

Associate  Judge  in  Chautauqua  County 
many  years.  As  such  he  verified  the 

petitions  of  many  Revolutionary  sol- 
diers for  pensions,  and  curiously 

enough,  we  see  him  presiding  at  a  Re- 

publican meeting  held  at  John  Scott's 
tavern  in  1812,  expressly  called  to  sus- 

tain the  war  against  England,  while 
other  citizens  of  the  county,  who  had 
been  gallant  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 

were  at  the  same  time  participating  in 
meetings  held  in  opposition  to  the  war. 

Mr.  Prendergast  was  a  man  of  in- 

tegrity. He  filled  all  of  his  official  po- 
sitions with  credit  to  himself,  and  bene- 
ficially to  the  public.  We,  at  this  late 

day,  have  no  right  to  criticise  his 
course  during  the  Revolution,  so  iong 
as  his  contemporaries,  the  most  of 
whom  were  staunch  Whigs,  during  the 

struggle  for  Independence,  many  of 
them  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  chose 

to  bestow  public  honors  upon  him. 
The  highest  possible  tribute  was  paid 

to  his  personal  character  by  his  coun- 

trymen, in  choosing  him  to  fill  import- 
ant official  positions  in  the  face  of  his 

Revolutionary  record.  Through  his 

life,  he  retained  his  Revolutionary  cos- 
tume, and  wore  long  hair,  tied  in  a 

queue  with  a  leather  string. 
The  first  session  of  the  Court  of 

Common  Pleas  was  held  at  Mayville, 

June  25,  181 1,  in  Scott's  favern,  which 
stood  on  the  east  side  of  Main  street. 

Anselm  Potter,  Dennis  Brackett  and 

Jacob  Houghton  were  the  first  law- 
yers. The  first  meeting  of  the  Board 

of  Supervisors,  of  which  Philo  Orton 
represented  the  town  of  Pomfret,  and 
Matthew  Prendergast  represented  the 
town  of  Chautauqua,  was  also  held  in 

Scott's  Tavern  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
October.  In  pursuance  of  a  vote  then 
taken  a  courthouse  of  wood,  and  later 

a  jail  were  built,  at  the  expense  of  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars.    They  were  built 

where  a  'darge  hemlock  post"  was 
placed  in  1808,  to  mark  the  spot,  which 

was  just  in  front  of  the  present  court- 
house. 

In  i8t2  the  town  of  Ellicott,  with 

James  Prendergast,  the  founder  of 
Jamestown,  as  its  Supervisor,  the  town 
of  Gerry,  with  Samuel  Sinclear,  the 

founder  of  Sinclairville,  as  its  Super- 
visor, and  the  town  of  Hanover,  with 

Nedebiah  Angell,  the  founder  of  the 

"Angell  Settlement,"  as  its  Supervisor, 
were  erected  as  new  towns. 

Notwithstanding  the  propitious  be- 

ginning of  the  new  county's  existence, 
the  settlers  were  doomed  to  disapDoint- 
ment.  The  winter  of  181 1  and  1812 

was  very  inclement.  A  deep  snowfall, 
which  remained  until  the  last  of  M-^rch, 

interrupted  the  explorations  of  land- 
lookers.  Yet  the  Holland  Land  Com- 

pany, notwithstanding  this  discourag- 
ing state  of  affairs,  continued  to  make 

efTorts  to  open  the  county  to  settle- 
ment. They  contracted  with  John 

Kent  to  build  a  road  from  his  place  in 

A'illenova  to  Kennedy's  Mills,  to  be  laid 
out  near  the  Indian  path.  They  ex- 

pended considerai^le  la1)or  in  construct- 
ing a  road  from  Mayville  to  Angelica 

m  Allegheny  County.  This  road  had 
been  so  far  opened  as  to  be  traveled  in 

the  winter,  as  far  cast  as  "Sinclear 
Mills,"  now  Sinclairville. 

June  18,  181 2,  war  was  declared  with 
England.  This  event  at  first  created 

consternation  upon  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase. Chautauqua  was  thinly  settled. 

It  was  situated  upon  the  frontier,  not 
far  from  the  scene  of  conflict.  Close 

along  its  borders,  and  ])artly  within  its 
boundaries  was  the  home  of  a  principal 

remnant  of  the  Six  Nations  or  Iro- 

quois, who  had  been  the  fiercest  foes  of 
the  Americans  in  the  Revolution. 

These  circumstances  greatly  interrupt- 

ed immigration.  Many  actual  settlers, 

vielding  to  the  fears  of  their  wives  and 

familes,  were  persuaded  to  return  to 
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the  east,  on  account  of  dangervS  appre- 
hended from  the  Indians,  while  others 

eventnahy  went  on  to  the  Hnes,  as  sol- 
diers or  camp  followers. 

In  less  than  three  weeks  after  war 

was  declared,  and  less  than  ten  days 

after  it  was  known  in  Chautauqua,  al- 
though the  county  contained  less  than 

three  thousand  inhabitants,  it  had  a 

full  company  of  one  hundred  thirteen 
able  bodied  men  on  the  march  for  the 

scene  of  conflict.  The  county  never  has 

since  responded  to  a  call  for  troops 

red.  A  boat  loaded  with  salt,  on  its 

way  to  Erie,  had  Dut  in  at  the  mouih  of 
the  Canadaway  in  the  night.  In  the 

morning  a  large  armed  schooner,  prob- 
ably the  Lady  Provost,  appeared  off  the 

mouth  of  the  creek,  and  sent  a  dozen 
or  so  of  armed  men  in  a  small  boat  to 

attack  the  salt  boat.  Captain  Tubbs 

and  his  men  opened  fire  upon  them 

from  the  shore,  wounding  three  of  the 
British.  The  small  boat  immediately 

put  back  to  the  vessel.  The  Widow 
Cole  bv  her  assistance  in  the  affair  be- 

BARCE 

with  more  alacrity  or  relatively  with  a 

larger  quota. 
To  allay  the  fear  that  the  war  at  first 

created  and  which  disturbed  the  inhabi- 

tants of  the  county,  forty-five  men  un- 
der Capt,  James  MciVIahan,  were  post- 

ed at  Barcelona,  where  a  slight  defense 
was  built.  About  the  same  number  of 

men  w^ere  stationed  at  the  Widow 

Cole's  house  at  the  mouth  of  the  Can- 
adaway, under  Captain  Tubbs.  Here 

it  is  believed  the  first  affair  of  the  war 

in  which  there  w^as  blood  shed,  occur- 

LONA. 

came  the  heroine  of  the  occasion.  The 

transportation  of  salt  from  the  salt 

springs  of  Onondaga  along  the  shore 
of  the  lake  to  Barcelona,  over  the  Por- 

tage road  to  Mayville,  and  thence  down 
the  river  to  Pittsburg,  had  been  a  chief 

industry,  but  during  the  war  the  Brit- 
ish boats  on  the  lake  destroyed  this 

commerce. 

The  Chautauqua  Company,  that  so 

promptly  responded  to  the  call  for  men 

at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  fully  main- 
tained the  honor  of  the  countv  on  the 
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field  of  battle,  under  its  fearless  and 

resolute  commander,  Captain  Jehiel 
Moore,  the  founder  of  Forestville.  It 

was  among  the  few  New  York  militia 
to  cross  the  Niagara  and  support  the 
regulars  at  the  battle  of  Oueenstown, 
and  among  the  few  to  stand  upon  the 

heights  when  they  were  stormed.  The 

Chautauqua  troops  fought  bravely,  but 
were  compelled  to  surrender,  with  the 

rest  of  the  American  force,  to  superior 
numbers.  Three  of  their  number  were 

killed  in  the  battle,  and  five  wounded, 
one  mortally. 

During  the  summer  of  1813,  British 
vessels  were  cruising  the  lakes  and 

committing  depredations  along  the 
American  shore.  The  Queen  Charlotte 

was  the  most  aggressive  of  these  ves- 
sels. She  moved  along  the  Counties  of 

Erie  and  Chautauqua,  making  frequent 
descents  to  plunder  the  inhabitants. 
Captain  Harmon  was  driven  with  his 

boat  into  the  mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus 
Creek  by  the  Queen  Charlotte  and  the 
Hunter.  They  sent  a  boat,  armed  with 
a  howitzer,  a  short  distance  up  the 

creek  in  pursuit  of  Captain  Harmon's 
transport,  firing  upon  him  until  the  In- 

dians from  Cattaraugus  Reservation 

nearby  came  to  his  assistance,  demon- 
strating in  a  practical  manner  their 

friendship  to  the  United  States.  The 
British  boat  finally  withdrew. 

During  the  same  summer  the  Queen 
Charlotte  came  off  the  mouth  of  the 

Canadaway,  and  sent  ashore  a  boat 
manned  by  thirteen  men,  commanded 

by  a  lieutenant,  with  a  flag  of  truce 
under  the  pretense  of  returning  goods 

that  they  had  plundered  from  Lay's 
Tavern  near  the  lake  shore  in  Erie 

County.  Judge  Cushing  happened  to 
be  there  with  his  ox  team  for  a  load  of 

salt.  He  immediately  notified  the  in- 
habitants, who  ralHed,  and  fired  upon 

the  British,  and  wounded  one  of  the 
sailors.  The  British  all  deserted  but 

the  lieutenant  and  the  wounded  sailor. 

With  a  view  to  getting  control  of  the 
lake  the  Government  dispatched  Capt. 

O.  H.  Perry  in  the  winter  of  1813,  to 
build  a  fleet.  On  his  way  he  stopped 

at  John  Mack's  Tavern  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Cattaraugus  and  was  carried  by 
him  to  Erie  in  a  sleigh,  the  most  of  the 
distance  on  the  ice.  Having,  during 

the  spring  and  summer  of  181 3,  built 
and  completed  his  fleet,  hearing  that 
Lieutenant  Elliott  was  at  Cattaraugus 

with  about  ninety  soldiers,  he  dispatch- 
ed a  vessel  there,  and  having  received 

the  reinforcement  he  set  sail  to  offer 

battle  to  the  enemy.  September  ioth 

he  gained  a  decisive  and  famous  vic- 
tory over  the  British  fleet  which  gave 

the  Americans  absolute  control  of  the 

lake.  Chautauqua  County  had  respond- 

ed to  Perry's  request  for  help  and  some 
of  its  citizens  participated  in  the  bat- 

tle. Abner  Williams  of  Fredonia,  son 
of  Richard  Williams,  was  a  volunteer 

on  board  of  the  Lawrence.  He  was 

killed  and  his  body  was  thrown  into  the 
lake. 

James  Bird  distinguished  himself  for 
his  bravery  during  the  battle  and  was 
wounded.  He  was  complimented  by 

Commodore  Perry  who  was  a  witness 

of  his  gallantry.  After  the  battle,  he 
left  the  fleet  and  was  absent  for  a  while 

at  some  place  between  Buffalo  and 
Erie.  Lie  was  advertised  as  a  deserter 

and  a  reward  offered  for  his  apprehen- 
sion. He  was  arrested  in  Westfield, 

taken  to  Erie,  tried  by  Court  Martial 

and  shot  for  desertion.  Various  ac- 
counts have  been  given  of  his  sad  slory, 

agreeing  substantially  with  the  facts 

above  stated,  but  differing  in  other  par- 
ticulars. 

During  the  war  of  1812,  the  soldiers 

enlisted  upon  the  frontier  had  little 

knowledge  of  military  law,  were  tena- 
cious of  their  rights  as  citizens,  and 

often  insubordinate.  In  the  Western 

army  whole  companies  and  regiments 
that  had  done  good  service  in  the  war 
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would  put  their  own  construction  upon 
the  terms  of  enlistment  and  when  they 
considered  their  time  out  would  march 

home,  contrary  to  the  order  of  their 

superior  officers ;  sometimes  at  a  crit- 
ical period  in  a  campaign.  This  had 

the  effect  to  cause  the  military  crime 
of  desertion  to  be  held  lightly  by  the 

rank  and  file.  After  Perry's  victory 
the  fleet  returned  to  Erie.  Bird  and 

others  applied  for  discharges  upon  the 

ground  that  they  had  enlisted  only  for 
the  battle,  which  was  denied.  Bird 
chose  to  follow  his  own  view  of  rights 
and  started  for  home.  At  the  time 

preparations  were  being  made  for  the 
invasion  of  Canada,  under  General 

Harrison,  and  it  was  desired  to  hol  l  all 

the  forces  possible  for  that  movement. 

Captain  Elliott,  who  was  in  command, 
determined  to  make  such  an  example 

as  would  tend  to  prevent  further  deser- 
tion, and  to  enforce  better  discipline. 

xA^pplication  was  made  to  stay  the  exe- 
cution of  Bird,  until  the  proceedings  of 

the  Court  Martial  could  be  reviewed 

by  Perry,  but  Elliott  denied  the  appli- 
cation, and  Bird  was  shot.  Captain 

Elliott  was  before  unpoDular,  because 

of  his  failure  to  bring  the  Niagara  into 
action  in  the  battle  as  promptly  as  it 

was  thought  he  should  have  done.  T\ib- 
lic  feeling  against  him  was  now  intensi- 

fied by  reason  of  the  execution  of  Bird. 

According  to  one  account,  gathered 

from  the  descendants  of  persons  fa- 
miliar with  the  circumstances.  Bird  was 

absent  on  a  furlough  to  visit  his  sweet- 
heart, Mary  Blain,  who  was  very  ill ; 

he  overstayed  his  time,  was  arrested 
on  his  way  back  to  command,  taken  to 

Erie,  tried  with  undue  haste  and  sen- 
tenced to  be  shot ;  Captain  Dobbin  who 

was  in  the  immediate  command  at  i2rie, 

it  is  said,  refused  to  sign  his  death  war- 
rant, and  another  officer  signed  it.  The 

pathetic  story  of  James  Bird  was  fa- 
miliar to  all  living  along  the  frontier, 

and  was  commemorated  in  the  follow- 

ing ditty,  written  in  sympathy  with 
popular  feeling  and  attril)uted  to  our 
Chautauqua  County  poet,  James  H. 

Price,  a  young  lawyer  of  Mayville. 

For  many  years  it  was  the  most  popu- 
lar of  ballads.  It  was  so  often  sung 

and  repeated  as  to  1)e  transmitted  to 
the  present  time  in  many  instances  by 
the  memory  alone. 

DEATH  OF  JAMES  BIRD. 

Sons  of  pleasure,  listen  to  me 
And  ye  daughters,  too,  give  ear, 

You  a  sad  and  mournful  story 
As  was  ever  told  shall  hear. 

Hull,  you  know,  his  troops  surrendered 
And  defenceless  left  the  West; 

But  our  forces  quick  assembled 
The  invader  to  resist. 

Among  the  troops  that  marched  to  Erie 
Were  the  Kingston  Volunteers; 

(Captain  Thomas  them  commanding,) 
To  protect  cur  West  frontiers. 

Tender  were  the  scenes  of  parting; 

Mothers  wrung  th^ir  hands  and  cried, 
Maidens  wept  their  love  in  secret, — 

Fathers  strove  their  tears  to  hide. 

There  was  one  among  the  number, 
Tall  and  gracerul  in  his  mien, 

Firm  his  step,  his  look  undaunted, — 
Scarce  a  nobler  youth  was  seen. 

One  sweet  kiss  he  snatched  from  Mary, 
Crav'd  his  mother's  prayer  once  more; 

Pressed  his  father's  hand,  and  left  them, 
For  Lake  Erie's  distant  shore. 

Mary  tried  to  say,  "Farewell,  James!" 
Waved  her  hand,  but  nothing  spoke; 

"Good   bye.   Bird,   may   Heaven  protect 

you," 

From  the  rest  at  parting  broke. 

Soon  they  came  where  noble  Perry 
Had  assembled  all  his  fleet; 

There  the  gallant  Bird  enlisted, 
Hoping  soon  the  foe  to  meet. 

Where  is  Bird?    The  battle  rages! 
Is  he  in  the  strife,  or  no? 

Now  the  cannons  roar  tremendous — 
Dare  he  meet  the  hostile  foe? 

Aye!  behold  him!    See  with  Perry; 
In  the  self-same  ship  they  fight; 

Though  his  messmates  fall  around  him, 
Nothing  could  his  soul  affright. 
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But  behold,  a  ball  has  struck  him! 
See  the  crimson  current  flow! 

"Leave  the  deck!"  exclaimed  brave  Perry, 
"No!"  cried  Bird.    "I  will  not  go." 

"Here  on  deck  I  took  my  station, 
Ne'er  will  Bird  his  colors  fly; 

I'll  stand  by  you,  gallant  captain, 
Till  we  conquer,  or  we  die." 

Still  he  fought,  though  faint  with  bleed- ing. 

Till  our  Stars  and  Stripes  arose, 
Victory  having  crowned  our  efforts, 

All  triumphant  o'er  our  foes. 

And  did  Bird  receive  a  pension? 
Was  he  to  his  friends  restored? 

No,  nor  never  to  his  bosom. 
Clasped  the  maid  his  heart  adored. 

But  there  came  most  dismal  tidings, 

From  Lake  Erie's  distant  shore; 
Better  if  poor  Bird  had  perished 

'Midst  the  battle's  awful  roar. 

"Dearest  parents,"  said  the  letter, 
"This  will  bring  sad  news  to  you; 

Do  not  mourn  your  first  beloved, 

Though  this  brings  his  last  adieu." 

"I  must  suffer  for  deserting 
From  the  brig  Niagara; 

Read  this  letter,  brothers,  sisters, 

'Tis  the  last  you'll  have  from  me." 

Sad  and  gloomy  was  the  morning, 
Bird  was  ordered  out  to  die; 

Where's  the  breast,  not  dead  to  pity, 
But  for  him  would  heave  a  sigh? 

Lo!  he  fought  so  brave  at  Erie, 
Freely  bled  and  nobly  dared, — 

Let  his  courage  plead  for  mercy. 
Let  his  precious  life  be  spared. 

See  him  march  and  hear  his  fetters, 
Harsh  they  clang  upon  his  ear; 

But  his  step  is  firm  and  manly, 

For  his  heart  ne'er  harbored  fear. 

See,  he  kneels  upon  his  coffin, 
Sure  his  death  can  do  no  good, 

Spare  him.  Hark!   Oh  God,  they've  shot 

him — See  his  bosom  streams  with  blood. 

Farewell,  Bird,  farewell  forever. 
Friends  and  home  he'll  see  no  more, 

But  his  mangled  corpse  lies  buried 

On  Lake  Erie's  distant  shore. 

Part  of  the  force  captured  by  Perry 
was  sent  under  guard  from  Erie  to 
fkifTalo  through  Chautauqua  County, 

They  passed  the  night  at  Richard  Wil- 

hams's  log  tavern  in  Fredonia,  and 
dined  the  next  day  at  Captain  Mack's 
Tavern  at  Cattaraugus. 

Word  was  sent  in  advance  to  Cap- 
tain Mack,  that  the  American  officers 

and  their  prisoners  would  dine  at  his 
tavern  on  their  march  eastward,  Creat 

])reparations  were  made  to  receive 
them.  The  dining  room  was  trimmed 

with  pine  and  evergreen  boughs  .'rom 
the  surrounding  forest,  the  tallies  were 
loaded  with  steaming  loaves  of  brown 

l3read  and  haunches  of  venison.  Cap- 
tain Mack  carved  the  meat  at  the  liead 

of  tlie  long  table,  and  the  principal 

American  officer  was  seated  at  the  op- 
posite end.  The  other  American  and 

British  officers  were  seated  around  it. 

Among  the  handy  and  comely  maidens 
who  had  been  summoned  from  the 

1)ackwoods  around  to  assist  on  this  oc- 

casion, was  Sophronia  (jates,  who  lived 
alone  with  her  father  in  a  little  log 

house  upon  the  shore  of  the  lake  near 

the  motith  of  the  I^ig-sister  Creek,  a 
few  miles  from  Angola.  A  few  months 

before  an  officer  and  boat's  crew  of 
two  men,  sent  ashore  from  the  Queen 

Charlotte,  landed  near  the  old  man's 
log  house,  and  as  a  poor  revenge  for 
some  disrespectful  and  l)itter  language 

used  by  her  when  they  were  ransacking 
the  cabin,  forcibly  carried  the  old  man 
to  the  boat,  notwithstanding  a  spirited 

resistance  on  her  part.  The  old  gen- 
tleman was  taken  on  board  of  the 

Queen  Charlotte  and  was  put  ashore  at 

Chadwick's  Bay  (Dunkirk).  The  next 

day  at  dusk  he  arrived  at  Mack's  Tav- 
ern, ragged,  weary  and  footsore,  where 

he  found  Sophronia,  who  had  sought 

an  asylum  there. 
While  the  dinner  was  in  progress  at 

Captain  Mack's  Tavern,  and  all  were 
enjoying  the  banquet,  the  prisoners  as 
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merry  as  their  captors,  the  sharp  eyes 

of  Sophronia  discovered  the  British  of- 
ficer who  had  abducted  her  father.  As 

his  eyes  met  hers  in  recognition  a 

crimson  flush  sufifused  his  face,  and  So- 
phronia saw  that  her  hour  of  triumph 

had  come.  "So  the  tables  are  turned, 

Mr.  Officer,"  she  said  in  a  high  and 
penetrating  tone,  pointing  her  finger 
scornfully  at  him.  The  talking  ceased, 

and  she  proceeded  to  relate  to  the  sur- 
prised and  interested  audience,  in  caus- 

tic and  contemptuous  language,  the 

story  of  the  abduction  of  her  father. 
She  praised  the  officer  for  his  bravery 
in  kidnapping  a  feeble  old  man,  and 

mockingly  called  him  "a  hero"  and  told 
him  "a  petticoat  would  become  him 
better  than  brass  buttons  and  gold 

braid.''  Great  applause  greeted  her 
speech,  and  the  room  rang  with  laugh- 

ter. The  officer  made  a  feeble  attempt 

to  be  amused  at  her  sally,  but  it  was 

a  failure.  His  crimson  face  too  plain- 
ly showed  his  discomfiture.  The  jokes 

of  his  American  entertainers  and  the 

merriment  of  his  British  friends  were 

too  much  for  him.  He  gave  a  long- 

ing, lingering  look  at  his  plate  of  sav- 
ory venison,  rose  from  the  table  and 

quietly  ''tiptoed"  out  amidst  shouts  of 
laus:hter  from  his  brother  officers  and 

Yankee  captors,  (i) 
The  chief  and  nearly  the  last  event 

of  the  war,  in  which  the  people  of  Chau- 
tauqua participated,  and  which  has  been 

the  longest  remembered,  and  has  made 
the  deepest  impression,  was  the  1 

ing,  and  battle,  of  Bufifalo.  In  response 
to  the  call  of  Governor  Tompkins,  four 

hundred  men  from  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty, consisting  of  the  One  Hundred  Six- 
ty-second Regiment  under  Col.  John 

McMahan,  comprising  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  able-bodied  men  of  the 

county,  promptly  assembled  and 
marched  to  Bufifalo,  to  oppose  the  l>ody 

of  British  and  Indians,  that  were  deso- 
lating the  county  east  of  the  Niagara 

River.  The  Chautauqua  troops  took  a 

part  in  the  unfortunate  afifair  resulting 
in  the  burning  of  Bufifalo. 

They  participated  in  the  attempt  to 
stay  the  advance  of  the  British  at  Black 
Rock,  and  in  the  disastrous  retreat  that 

followed,  some  fled  disgracefully,  vyhile 
others  behaved  with  bravery.  Colonel 
McMahan  conducted  himself  with  cour- 

age, and  did  all  in  his  power  to  rally  his 
men,  but  without  success.  In  the  afifair 

the  Chautauqua  regiment  lost  James 
Brackett  of  Mayville,  an  early  member 
of  the  bar  of  Chautauqua  County,  killed 

and  scalped  by  the  Indians,  Joseph 
Frank  of  Busti,  shot  through  the  head, 

and  scalped;  Mr.  Pease  and  Mr.  Lewis 

from  Pomfret ;  Aaron  Nash,  Mr.  Bov- 
er,  and  Mr.  Hubbard  from  Hanover, 
with  several  others,  shared  the  same 

fate.  Major  Prendergast  had  several 
balls  shot  through  his  hat  and  clothes, 

and  narrowly  escaped  with  his  life. 

Captain  Silsby  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  shoulder,  and  Lieutenant  Forbes 

had  one  man  killed,  and  five  wounded 

of  the  twenty-one  men  under  his  com- 
mand. Of  the  American  force  engag- 

ed, of  the  killed,  the  bodies  of  those 
found  were  buried  in  a  common  grave, 

near  the  Road  leading  from  Bufifalo  to 

Black  Rock,  into  which  eighty-jiine 
were  promiscuously  thrown. 

Unsoldierlike  as  was  the  conduct  of 

the  Chautauqua  troops,  they  behaved 

fully  as  well  as  the  militia  from  other 

parts  of  the  Holland  Purchase,  and  de- 
serve no  more  censure  than  they. 

Much  can  be  said  in  extenuation  of 

their  conduct. 

To  the  personal  cowardice  of  the 

militia  gathered  from  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase, cannot  be  ascribed  the  disas- 

trous results  of  the  engagement  at  Buf- 
falo.   The  character  of  the  men  forbids 

(1)  An  authentic  incident,  from  a  sketch  by  Gertrude  E.  Allen  of  Buffalo,  a  great 
grand-daughter  of  Capt.  John  Mack. 
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such  a  supposition.  They  were  as  a 
whole  resolute  men  accustomed  to  the 

perils  of  frontier  life,  and  their  conduct, 

fortitude  and  courage  compared  favor- 

abl}^  with  other  people  of  pioneer  com- 
munities. Their  lives  had  been  spent 

in  peaceful  pursuits.  They  had  been 
without  military  instruction,  except 
such  as  they  had  received  at  backwoods 
musters.  They  had  never  been  subject 

to  military  discipline,  were  imperfectly 
organized  and  armed  and  were  actually 
suffering  from  cold  and  hunger.  They 
were  hurried  into  battle  almost  as  soon 

as  they  reached  the  scene  of  action, 

against  a  well  drilled  and  well  officered 
enemy.  Their  officers  were  without 

military  knowledge  or  experience. 
Conscious  of  this  fact  the  men  had  no 

faith  in  their  ability  to  lead  them,  or 
in  themselves  to  successfully  resist  the 
enemy. 

The  Chautauqua  County  troops  gen- 
erally had  families  and  were  all  poor 

men.  They  lived  in  log  houses  in  small 

clearings  in  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
ty. They  had  but  little  surplus  of  food 

for  their  families,  or  of  forage  for  their 

stock.  The  short  notice  that  they  re- 
ceived gave  them  little  time  to  prepare 

for  departure,  and  they  left  often  only 

tlie  wife  and  children  to  prepare  fire- 
wood and  cut  browse  for  their  cattle. 

Their  poverty  and  the  inclement  season 
were  even  more  formidable  foes  to  them 

than  those  they  were  going  to  meet. 
They  marched  in  that  winter  month 

without  blankets,  knapsacks,  tents,  ra- 
tions, or  camp  equipage,  and  suffered 

much  from  hunger  and  cold. 

An  extract  from  a  letter  written  to 

Judge  Foote  by  William  Russell,  a  Ser- 

geant in  Captain  Silsby's  Company,  will 
serve  to  show  something  of  the  priva- 

tions and  hardships  that  the  settlers  in 

Chautauqua  suffered  during  the  war, 
and  in  assisting  in  the  futile  effoi  i  to 

defend  the  frontier.    He  says  that  up- 

on his  return  home  to  Chautauqua 
after  the  battle  of  Buffalo: 

"My  wife  and  children  met  me  at  the 
gate  to  welcome  me  in,  and  said  'You 

will  not  go  back  again?'  I  told  her  1 
should,  the  day  after  tomorrow  (the 

30th  of  January),  and  that  I  had  the 

promise  of  being  discharged  in  a  few 
days.  On  the  sixth  day  I  returned  to 
Buffalo  with  what  deserters  I  could 

find,  about  ten.  We  were  in  season  to 

help  gather  and  bury  the  dead,  i  re- 
turned home  the  last  week  in  Feb- 

ruary or  the  first  of  March.  I  found 
two  of  my  cows  lying  dead,  having  died 
of  starvation.  Isaac  Young  had 

brought  my  wife  in  a  peck  of  musty 
meal.  She  boiled  a  quart  into  mush 

and  fed  to  one  cow  at  night,  and  anoth- 
er quart  the  next  morning,  but  it  did 

not  save  her  life.  Young  promised  her 

a  peck  of  corn  a  week  until  I  returned 
home,  a  small  allowance  for  her  and 
six  children.  She  proceeded  to  get 

supper.  There  was  a  little  meat,  but 
no  bread  except  a  little  piece  of  johnny 

cake.  1  said  'Boil  some  potatoes,'  but 
there  was  not  one  left ;  all  had  been  fed 

to  the  cows  to  save  their  lives,  but  they 
died.  Bed  time  came  ;  when  she  3aid, 

''We  will  fix  for  l)ed.  I  suppose  you 
have  got  seasoned  to  lying  on  the 

floor?'  'Yes,'  I  replied,  'and  on  the 

ground,  too.'  She  swept  the  floor,  and 
1)rought  on  the  bed.  I  told  her  to  bring 
on  the  straw  bed.  She  said  there  had 
been  no  straw  in  the  tick  for  three 
weeks.  It  had  all  been  fed  to  the 

cows." 

Mr.  Russell  returned  and  assisted  in 

burying  the  dead,  killed  at  Buffalo.  He 

says  :  "We  dug  two  holes  ;  in  oivt  we 
put  twenty  of  the  dead ;  in  the  other 
twenty-two.  Among  those  I  knew  was 
l\Ir.  Brackett,  young  Smiley  and  young 
Frank.  Friends  of  the  slain  would  take 

something  home  to  their  relatives  as  a 
hnemento,  some  would  cut  off  a  lock 

of  hair,  some  would  take  a  bosom  pin, 
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and  some  a  button.  Amos  Wwd  U)ok 

yoniii^-  I^^rank's  neck  handkerchief  to 
his  friends." 
Whatever  (hscredit  attaches  to  the 

mihtia  raised  npon  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase, for  their  failure  at  the  battle  of 

Jjuffalo,  the  conduct  of  the  Chautauqua 

troops  during-  the  remainder  of  the  war 
went  far  to  redeem  them.  A  company 

from  Chautauqua  County  under  Capt. 

John  Silsby,  served  with  credit  in  the 
memorable  battles  of  Chippewa,  and 

Lundy's  Lane,  under  General  Brown, 
as  a  part  of  the  ])rigade  of  Gen.  Peter 
B.  Potter.  In  the  summer  of  1814,  two 

full  companies  of  the  One  Hundred 

Sixty-fourth  Regiment  of  Chautauqua 
County  troops  under  Col.  John  McMa- 
han,  were  stationed  a  few  miles  below 

I)lack  Rock,  where  they  suffered  much 

sickness.  The  three  hundred  eighty- 
iive  prisoners  taken  at  Fort  Erie  were 
placed  in  their  charge,  and  marched  to 
the  vicinity  of  Albany.    This  was  about 

the  last  event  in  which  the  troops  par- 

ticipated. 
Chautauqua  County  during  the  war 

was  sufficiently  near  to  the  scene  of 

military  operations  so  that  their  sights 
and  sounds  were  familiar  to  the  inhab- 

itants. Troops  of  soldiers  sometimes 

passed  through  the  county  on  their 

way  to  Buffalo.  British  cruisers  pre- 

vious to  Perry's  victory  were,  from  the 
highlands,  often  seen  traversing  the 
lake.  The  wind  frec[uently  wafted 
sounds  of  war  from  the  borders  along 

the  Niagara,  and  when  the  bastion  was 
destroyed  in  the  desperate  attempt  of 
the  British  to  storm  Fort  Erie,  the 

sound  of  the  terrific  explosion  was 

heard,  and  the  light  reliected  by  the 
clouds  in  the  dim  light  of  the  early 

morning,  was  seen  on  the  Chautauqua 

County  hills.  vSeveral  credible  persons 
living  at  favorable  points  in  the  county 

heard  the  distant  cannon  at  Put-in  Bay 

when  Perry's  famous  victory  was  won. 

THE  T.TGHTHOriSE  AT  BARCELONA. 



CHAPTER  VIII. 

PIONEER  PERIOD  CONCLUDED. 

1815—1825. 

"Tell  me  a  tale  of  the  timber  lands 
And  the  old-time  pioneers, 

Something  a  poor  man  understands 
With  his  feelin's  's  well  as  ears; 

Tell  of  the  old  log  house — ahout 
The  loft  and  the  puncheon  floor — 

The  old  fire-place,  with  the  crane  swung  out, 
And  the  latch  string  through  the  door." — James  Whitcomb  Riley. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  the  county 
was  in  a  most  deplorable  condition.  Its 

people  were  absolutely  poor.  To  add  to 
their  misfortunes  another  serious  calam- 

ity l^efell  them.  The  summer  of  1816 

was  known  as  the  "Cold  Season."  This 
remarkable  year  was  long  remembered 
by  the  settlers ;  cold  and  blustering 

winds  swept  the  hills  snow  fell  in  the 
summer  months.  Ice  formed  in  every 

month  of  the  year.  July  was  accompan- 

ied by  frost  and  ice.  The  "Fourth"  was 
cold  and  raw.  Blustering  winds  swept 
the  entire  Atlantic  Coast.  On  the  fifth 

ice  was  formed  as  thick  as  window  glass, 

in  New  York  City  and  Pennsylvania.  In 

August  ice  half  an  inch  thick  was  fre- 
quently seen.  Flowers  froze,  corn  was 

killed  and  all  attempts  to  raise  other 

crops  were  abandoned. 
As  a  result,  the  first  six  months  of 

1 81 7  might  be  termed  the  "Starving 
Season."  Flour  was  eighteen  dollars  a 
barrel;  potatoes  one  dollar  and  f'fty 
cents  a  bushel;  and  other  articles  in 

proportion,  and  difficult  to  obtain  at 
those  prices,  while  the  price  of  labor  was 
but  sixty  or  seventy  cents  a  day.  Those 
who  were  skilled  in  the  use  of  the  lifle 

could  to  some  extent  provide  their  1am- 
ilies  with  venison  and  other  wild  meat, 

but  many,  until  the  harvest  of  181 7,  sub- 

sisted wholly  tipon  fish,  milk,  greens  and 
leeks. 

Long  years  of  financial  depression 
and  poverty  followed  the  war  of  181 2, 
and  the  life  of  the  settler  in  the  back- 

woods of  Chatitatiqtia  County  was  one 

of  extreme  hardship,  and  yet  stimulated 

by  the  prospect  of  the  building  of  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Ihiffalo,  the  population  of 

the  county  rapidly  increased.  For 

many  years  the  covered  wagons  of  the 
emigrants  were  constantly  moving  from 
Eastern  New  York  toward  the  Holland 

Purchase.  A  bridge  more  than  a  mile 

in  length  extended  across  the  k»wer 
end  of  Cayuga  Lake.  It  was  called  the 

Cayuga  bridge,  and  until  the  Erie  Can- 
al was  btiilt,  was  tuiiversally  recognized 

as  the  dividing  point  between  the  east 

and  the  "far  west."  For  years  a  con- 
tinuous procession  of  white  wagons 

passed  over  it,  each  with  a  water  pail 

and  tar-bucket  dangling  from  the  axle- 

tree,  and  perhaps  an  infant's  cradle  or 
basket  swinging  from  the  ash  hoops 

over  which  was  stretched  its  cover,  dis- 

playing upon  the  canvas  in  large  b'ack 
letters  the  legend,  "For  the  Holland 
Purchase,"  or  "For  the  Connecticut 

Reserve."  They  bore  the  family  of  the 
emigrant,  his  cooking  utensils,  sleeping 

furniture,  and  sometimes  all  of  his  fam- 
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ily  effects.  They  were  often  followed 

by  freight  wagons,  drawn  sometimes  by 
three,  frequently  by  five  horses.  The 
settler  who  journeyed  to  Chautauqua 

County  usually  came  in  a  less  preten- 
tious way.  He  generally  came  with 

small  means,  with  a  yoke  of  oxen,  an 

oxcart,  or  a  wooden-shod  sled,  and  a 
few  household  goods.  On  his  arrival 

the  settler  would  go  first  to  the  land  of- 
fice at  Mayville  and  get  a  contract  for 

usually  about  one  hundred  acres  of  land, 
to  be  paid  for  at  two  dollars  and  fifty 

cents  per  acre,  ten  dollars  or  fifteen  dol- 
lars down,  being  all  the  money  that  he 

could  raise ;  the  balance  in  annual  in- 
stallments with  interest.  He  then,  with 

the  assistance  of  his  neighbors,  w^ould 
put  up  a  log  house,  after  which  he  would 

make  an  arrangement  with  the  mer- 
chant at  the  neighboring  settlement  for 

credit  to  the  amount  of  twenty  dollars 
to  fifty  dollars  to  buy  a  pig  or  a  cow,  or 

some  necessary  articles  at  his  storv^,  to 
be  paid  for  in  black  salts  of  lye,  made 
from  the  ashes,  when  he  should  burn 
his  first  fallow. 

These  important  preliminaries  having 
been  arranged,  the  settler  commences 

his  principal  work  of  clearing  the  land, 
a  work  which  he  knew  it  would  take 

years  to  consummate.  But  he  had  a 

stout  heart  and  was  in  the  vigor  of  his 

life.  Besides,  he  had  what  was  even  bet- 
ter, a  brave  and  faithful  wife,  who  had 

staked  her  happiness  with  his  on  his  for- 
est venture,  and  was  there  to  encour- 
age and  bear  with  him  the  privations, 

hardships  and  perils  of  a  frontier  life. 
We  see  him  as  he  plants  himself  by 

some  huge  hemlock  or  maple,  cast  his 
eyes  upwards  to  see  that  there  is  no 
peril  from  a  broken  limb  or  loose  knot. 
Then  he  lightly  strikes  a  blow  with 
his  ax  into  the  body  of  the  tree, 

as  if  to  measure  the  distance ;  paus- 
ing for  a  moment  to  adjust  his 

feet  in  proper  position,  the  work 
begins.      Blow    follows     blow  thick 

and  fast,  until  this  monarch  of  the  for- 
est comes  crashing  down.  This  process 

he  repeats  until  tree  after  tree  suc- 
cumbs to  his  blows,  and  the  great  silent 

wilderness  that  had  so  long  sheltered 
wild  man  and  wild  beast,  that  for  a 

thousand  years  had  waved  its  branches 
in  solemn  grandeur,  was  at  last  laid  low. 
The  instrument  hy  which  this  result  was 

accomplished  was  the  woodsman's  ax. 
The  more  elaborate  implement,  the 

plow,  which  has  for  centuries  been  an 
em1)lem  of  civilization ;  and  that  com- 

plex masterpiece  of  human  ingenuity, 
the  steam  engine,  until  now  the  best 
symbol  of  modern  advancement,  have 
never  been  more  effective  or  essential  to 

progress  than  the  woodsman's  "narrow 
ax."  The  most  elaborate  contrivances 
of  human  genius  have  contributed  less 
to  advance  the  human  race  than  the 

humble  implements  of  early  days.  Tha 

simple  device  of  the  hook  and  line  first 
enabled  man  to  support  himself  beyond 
the  narrow  regions  of  spontaneous 

growths,  and  o1:)tain  his  living  upon  the 
river  banks  and  along  the  sea.  A  little 

later,  the  bow  and  arrow  gave  him  su- 
premacy over  the  1)easts  of  the  fields  and 

woods,  and  ability  to  live  away  from  the 
sea  in  wild  and  forest  regions.  Then 

came  the  spade  and  hoe,  which  extended 
his  domain  still  wider  and  enabled  him 

to  maintain  himself  upon  the  plains  and 
waste  regions  of  the  earth.  The  simple 

and  ingenious  harpoon  of  the  Esqui- 

maux made  it  possible  for  man  to  in- 
habit regions  ten  degrees  nearer  the 

pole.  At  length  the  pioneer  came,  and 
with. a  little  piece  of  steel  hung  upon  a 

handle  of  wood,  conquered  the  forests 
of  America,  and  carried  civilization  into 
the  heart  of  the  continent. 

The  narrow  ax  was  made  of  the  finest 

steel.  Its  graceful  bit  was  sharpened  to 
a  keen  edge,  and  expertly  hung  upon  a 
well  shaped  handle  of  tough  wood, 

which  nicely  fitted  the  chopper's  hand. 
It  was  almost  always  in  use.   When  un- 
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used,  it  was  carefully  guarded  iu  some 
consecrated  corner  of  his  cabin.  A  dull 

ax  meant  a  serious  waste  of  energy. 

Upon  its  keen  edge  the  fortune,  almost 
the  existence,  of  the  settler  depended. 

The  ]j)ackwoodsman  was  strong  and 

sinewy,  and  toughened  by  toil.  Yet  it  was 

not  his  physical  powers  alone  that  ena- 
bled him  to  conquer  the  forest.  Felling 

the  trees,  cutting  them  into  lengths  suita- 
1)le  for  logging,  trimming  the  tops  of 
their  Ijranches,  cutting  the  underbrush. 
Inirning  the  fallow,  he  dispatched  with 

consinnmate  skill ;  so  expertly  he  fasten- 
ed the  chain,  and  so  skillfully  he  trained 

his  obedient  oxen,  that  at  a  sign,  or  by 

a  word,  with  the  aid  of  his  ready  hand- 
spike, they  with  little  effort,  gathered 

the  logs  into  heaps  ready  for  the  1jurn- 
ing.  So  neatly  did  he  do  his  work  that 

when  the  burning  was  over,  not  a  brand 
nor  unburnt  branch  remained.  He  was 

in  a  true  sense  a  skillful  workman.  How 

lightly  he  handles  the  ax  !  How  accur- 
ately he  plants  its  blows  !  He  cuts  the 

gash  that  severs  the  trunk  as  smoothly 
and  symmetrically  as  if  chiselled  by  a 

carver's  tools,  not  to  display  his  skill, 
but  because  the  Hues  of  grace  caived 

by  his  ax  correspond  with  the  lines  of 
least  resistance  to  his  blows.  When 

large  areas  were  to  be  cleared,  to  save 
labor,  with  a  few  strokes  he  cuts  a  notch 

in  each  of  a  long  row  of  trees  and  fells 
one  of  the  largest,  at  the  end  of  the  Hne 
accurately  against  its  neighbor,  then  they 
all  come  down  in  succession  wi-h  a 

mighty  crash.  By  carefully  observing 

the  direction  of  the  "cant,"  or  leaning 
of  the  trees  and  by  cutting  a  notch  in 

the  proper  place,  he  is  able  to  guide 

them  to  fall  into  long  heaps  or  wind- 
rows, which  often  extended  the  whole 

length  of  the  slashing  or  field  to  be 
cleared.  These  great  masses  of  timber 
are  now  ready  for  the  conflagration. 
For  the  first  quarter  of  a  century  in  the 
settlement  of  the  county,  the  fires  were 

constantly  burning  in  the  fallen  timber 

and  fallows  of  Chautauqua  County,  ex- 
cept in  the  winter  time.  The  light  of 

their  flames  nightly  illuminated  the  sky. 
From  the  hilltops  along  the  Ridge 
could  be  seen  in  all  directions  between 

Lake  Erie  and  the  Pennsylvania  line, 

great  volumes  of  smoke  constantly  as- 
cending to  the  clouds.  The  pungent  and 

pleasant  odors  of  burning  young  leaves, 
the  fragrant  herbs  of  the  woods  and 

newly  cut  timber  were  wafted  on  every 
breeze. 

L^rom  the  ashes  of  the  burned  timber, 
the  settler  obtained  the  first  return  for 
his  labor.  From  the  manufacture  and 

sale  of  black  salts  of  lye  made  from  the 

ashes,  he  received  the  cash  to  pay  for  his 
land.  The  settlement  of  the  county 
would  have  been  postponed  many  }  ears 

had  it  not  been  for  this  commodity.  It 

was  the  chief  staple  of  the  hilltowns  dur- 
ing the  first  twenty-five  years  of  their 

history.  It  was  the  only  product  that 
could  be  sold  for  cash,  and  was  sure  to 

be  received  in.  exchange  for  goods  and 

groceries.  It  was  made  from  the  ashes 
of  the  oak,  maple,  beech  and  cdier 
hard  woods.  The  ashes  were  gathered 
in  boxes  in  the  fallows  or  slashings 
where  the  timber  was  burned  and  car- 

ried by  hand  to  rough  leaches,  usually 

made  of  bark,  erected  at  places  conven- 
ient to  water.  The  lye  obtained  was 

boiled  in  a  kettle  until  it  became  a  semi- 
solid which  was  called  black  salts.  Each 

merchant,  besides  his  store,  owned  an 

"ashery,"  where  he  received  of  his  cus- 
tomers black  salts  and  ashes  which  he 

paid  for  in  money  and  in  goods,  at  the 
rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  or 

three  dollars  per  hundred.  At  the  ash- 
eries,  the  black  salts  were  converted 

into  potash  bv  burning  them  in 
ovens.  Later  the  potash  was  refined 

into  pearl  ash  or  saleratus.  These  com- 
modities were  used  to  make  soap,  glass, 

for  culinary  purposes  and  in  many  of 
the  arts  and  in  medicine.  About  the 

onlv  articles  that  the  settlers  could  mar- 
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ket  al:)road,  were  1)lack  salts  and  ashes, 

which  after  l)eing  manufactured  into 
potash  were  sold  in  Pittsburg,  or  in 
Montreal  to  be  sent  to  England.  The 

only  other  article  that  would  bring  mon- 
ey was  pine  lumber  which  was  sold  in 

Pittsburg  and  towns  along  the  Ohio 
River. 

During  the  pioneer  ])eriod,  Chauta- 
uqa  was  the  paradise  of  hunters  and 
sportsmen.  In  the  forests  deer,  wolves, 

black  bears,  wildcats,  otters,  pine  mar- 
tens, oppossums,  raccoons,  foxes  and 

the  smaller  animals  were  abundant,  and 

a  mile  in  length,  moving  ra-pidly 
through  the  air.  A  little  later  in  the  sea- 

son they  would  descend  into  the  woods, 

iiock  after  flock,  to  feed  u]3on  beech- 
nuts. The  forest  would  be  vocal  with 

their  pleasant  voices.  The  noise  of 

their  wings  as  they  would  arise  or  de- 
scend would  sound  like  distant  thunder. 

The  people  would  kill  them  in  great 
numbers  while  they  were  on  the  v  uig, 

and  as  they  traveled  in  flocks  over  the 

ground  in  search  of  food.  In  1822  one 
family  killed  four  thorsand  in  one  day 

knocking  them  down  with  poles.  Their 
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sometimes  the  elk,  the  lynx  and  the  pan- 
ther visited  the  county.  The  wild  tur- 
key was  often  seen  and  killed.  The 

hunter  never  failed  to  admire  its  grace- 
ful form  and  stately  step  as  it  stalked 

alone  in  the  depths  of  the  woods.  Part- 
ridges w^ere  abundant.  Wild  pigeons 

came  in  enormous  flocks.  In  the  early 
spring,  at  night  and  morning,  they 
would  pass  back  and  forth  over  the 
county,  and  over  Lake  Erie,  between 
their  roosting  and  feeding  places,  in 

Canada  and  Pennsylvania.  The  im- 
mense flocks  would  appear  in  the  dis- 

tance like  large  black  clouds,  sometimes 
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roosting  and  their  nesting  places  were 
in  the  wilder  portions  of  the  county, 

where  they  would  gather  in  even  more 
astonishing  numbers.  Limbs  would  be 
broken  from  the  trees  by  their  weight, 

and  the  noise  of  their  wings  would  be 
almost  deafening.  In  the  spring  of  1834 

they  nested  m  the  woods  of  the  town  ol 

Gerry.  At  night  and  in  the  morning 
the  air  would  be  full  of  pigeons  moving 

to  and  from  their  nesting  place  in  every 
direction.  A  snowstorm  came  in  iVTay, 

and  great  numbers  perished.  The  next 

morning  dead  pigeons  could  be  gathered 

by  thousands  along  the  shores  of  Chau- 
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tanqna  Lake.  For  many  3^ears  after 
this,  pigeons  in  immense  nnmbers  came 
to  the  connty  in  the  spring,  bnt  dnring 
each  succeeding  summer  not  a  pigeon 
could  be  seen.  They  ceased  to  visit 
the  county  in  large  flocks  between  the 

years  1850  and  1855. 
Deer  were  very  abundant.  At  first 

they  were  quite  tame,  and  would  browse 
in  the  slashings  along  with  the  cattle. 
Deer  hunting  was  a  common  vocation. 
In  the  winter  they  were  tracked  through 
the  snow,  and  in  the  summer,  iviUed 

while  drinking  at  "licks''  of  brackisl") 
water.  Deer  ceased  to  he  plenty  about 

1835,  ̂ ^^'^^  ̂ 1'^  sometimes  found  even  at 
the  present  time. 

Wolves  increased  in  numbers  with  the 

settlement  of  the  county.  The  valley  of 

the  Cassadaga  was  once  called  the  Cas- 
sadaga  Swamp.  For  miles  in  extent  it 
was  untraversed  by  roads,  unbrokc.i  by 
clearings,  covered  with  a  dense  forest  of 
evergreens,  filled  with  thick  underbrush. 

Although  the  wolf  had  been  proscribed 
by  man,  and  a  reward  of¥ered  for  his 
head,  and  he  had  been  obliged  to  fly 
from  the  hifls,  he  still  lurked  among 
the  dark  thickets  of  the  Cassadaga 
Swamp,  where  he  and  the  bear  and  the 

wildcat  still  securely  made  their  lair. 

Often  would  he  sally  forth  to  make  a 

midnight  banquet  at  the  neighboring 
sheep  folds,  to  return  at  the  break  of 
day  and  hide  himself  among  the  alders 
and  hemlocks  of  the  swamp.  For  a  long 
time  great  havoc  was  made  of  the  sheep 
in  the  towns  adjacent ;  sometimes  a 

whole  flock  would  be  destroyed  in  a  sin- 

gle night.  The  annoyance  at  length  be- 
came so  intolerable  that  measures  Vv^ere 

resolved  upon  to  exterminate  them,  re- 
sulting, in  the  years  commencing  with 

1824  and  ending  in  1828,  in  a  series  of 
four  wolf  hunts,  which  were  participated 
in  by  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  northern  and  interior  towns  of 

the  county.  These  hunts  occurred  along 
the  eastern  boundary  of  the  town  of 

Stockton  and  western  boundary  of 
Charlotte.  Not  less  than  twenty- five 
hundred  hunters  were  in  the  field  during 
these  wolf  hunts.  Besides  wolves,  bear, 
deer  and  other  game  were  killed  on 
these  occasions.  Notwithstanding  the 
wolf  was  now  driven  from  his  chief 

haunts,  he  still  lingered  in  the  county, 
the  last  wolf  having  been  killed  in  the 
town  of  Villenova  in  1841.  An  ac- 

count of  the  chief  hunt  we  ̂ ive  in 
verse,  written  many  years  ago  by  Col. 
Heman  Winchester,  an  early  resident  of 

Ellery,  and  a  poet  of  old  times.  He  em- 
igrated to  California  on  the  first  discov- 

ery of  o'old,  and  resided  there  until  his 
decease.  His  graphic  lines  have  special 
value  for  their  many  allusions  to  old 
hunters  and  wellknown  citizens  of  early 
(lavs,  whose  names  were  once  dear  and 
as  familiar  as  household  words.  This 

backwoods  epic  has  been  much  read 

and  frequently  republished  : — 

WOLF  HUNT. 

Come    listen    boys,   I'll   tell   you   how  in 
eighteen  twenty-four 

The  fierce  gray  wolf  at  night,  howled  at  our 
cabin  door. 

Starved  and  lean  and  hungry,  a  dozen — 
may  be  more. 

So  the  settlers  met  in  council,  resolved  the 
wolf  to  slay, 

To  hunt  him  from  the  forest  and  drive  him 
far  away. 

And  all  agreed  to  meet  upon  a  certain  day. 
Then  through  the  country  for  many  miles 

around 
They  summoned  the  settlers  to  assemble 

on  the  ground. 

From  Pomfret,  General  Barker  and  Elijah 
Risley  came; 

Brave  men  they  were,  and  fearless,  and  not 
unknown  to  fame, 

Who  in  the  storm  of  battle,  had  won  a  glor- 
ious name. 

Stockton  sent  her  Putnams,    all  stalwart 
men  and  brave, 

They  were  eager  in  the  contest  their  flocks 
of  sheep  to  save. 

And  so  exterminate  the  wolf  or  find  a  hunt- er's grave. 



CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

All  the  Biigbees,  too,  were  out  and  the  peo- 
ple everywhere, 

Heard  them  with  one  accord  most  solemn- 
ly declare. 

They  would  the  wolf  exterminate  and  drive 
him  from  his  lair. 

The  Flaggs,  and  Wests,  and  others,  brave 
as  the  men  of  old. 

And  like  the  sons  of  Anak,  and  like  the  lion 
bold, 

Went  for  the  howling  wolf  that  broke  into 
the  fold. 

From  Gerry  and  Sinclairville,  heroic  men 
marched  out; 

The  Sinclairs  and  the  Edsons,  with  a  wild 
and  ringing  shout, 

Formed  in  a  line  of  battle,  the  forest  foe 
to  rout. 

Cherry  Creek  and  Ellington  sent  out  their 
best  that  day, 

To  fight  the  common  enemy,  the  black  wolf 
and  the  gray. 

Which  from  the  Bently  cabin  bore  a  little 
girl  away. 

The  Cabin  boys  of  Arkwright  in  courage 
true  and  free. 

All  brave  as  Leonidas  at  the  pass  Ther- 
mopylae, 

With  bugle  blast  and  banner,  were  a  goodly 
sight  to  see, 

And  Portland  on  Lake  Erie  sent  out  a  chos* 
en  few 

To  help  the  men  of  Stockton  the  gray  wolf 
to  pursue, 

And  kill  and  drive  away  this  thievish,  howl- 
ing crew. 

From  Ellery  and  Chautauqua,  three  hun- 
dred boys,  I  ken 

Under  Lyon,  Camp,  and  Hayward  from 
mountain,  gulch  and  glen, 

Marched  to  the  field  of  battle  like  brave, 
heroic  men. 

From  other  towns  there  came  to  mingle  in 
the  fray, 

Many  a  noble  knight  to  win  his  spurs  that day. 

And  never  more  to  sleep  till  a  dead  wolf  by 
him  lay. 

PART  II. 

To  rescue  from  oblivion,  'tis  meet  that  I 
should  call 

The  names  of  those  who  met  to  hunt  the 
wolf  that  fall, 

But  we  can  only  name  a  few,  but  would 
gladly  name  them  all. 

There  was  Tompkins,  Dexter,  Tower,  Bar- 
rows and  DeMott, 

Abel  Brunson,  Love  and  Fenner,  and  Seth 
and  Isaac  Scott, 

With  Captain  Ezra  Horton,  the  bravest  of 
the  lot. 

There  were  Nicholson  and  Thum  with  the 
Clarks  and  many  more 

From  Mayville  and  the  Lake  and  all  along 
the  shore, 

With  Silsbee,  Leets,  and  Youngs  and  of 
Pickards  half  a  score, 

The  Bemus's  and  Griffiths,  and  Loucks  and Arnold,  too. 

The  Smileys  and  the  Parkers  and  of  Win-  . 
chesters  a  few. 

With  Uncle  Billy  Turner,  now  gone  to  yon- 
der blue. 

There  were  many  more  who  joined  in  the 
hunting  sport  that  day, 

Have  heard  the  bugle  call  and  marched  with death  away. 

And  the  few  whom  death  has  spurned,  are 
feeble,  old  and  gray. 

The  day  was  clear  and  beautiful  and  balmy 
was  the  air, 

When  Chautauqua's  chivalry  formed  in  a hollow  square. 

Around  the  Cassadaga  Swamp  to  hunt  the 
wild  wolf  there. 

Three  thousand  men  had  gathered  on  that 
eventful  morn. 

Each  division  took  its  station  at  the  blast 
of  bugle  horn. 

To  charge  down  on  the  enemy  on  that  Oc- 
tober morn. 

On  a  fiery  steed  rode  Ellsworth,  in  armor 
new  and  bright. 

And  Watson,  Smith  and  Risley  all  mingled 
in  the  fight, 

As  in  the  days  of  chivalry  did  true  and  gal- 
lant knight. 

There  was  Edson  of  Sinclairville,  straight 
as  a  mountain  pine. 

He,  with  five  hundred  Gerry  boys  brought 
up  the  eastward  line, 

To  charge  down  on  the  enemy,  as  Blucher 
on  the  Rhine. 

From  the  western  border,  with  eyes  as 
bright  and  keen, 

As  the  eagle  of  the  Alps,  Gen.  George  T. 
Camp  was  seen, 

Urging  on  his  stalwart  hunters  from  Chau- 
tauqua's hiils  of  green. 
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On  the  south  the  men  of  Bllery,  with  Hay- 
ward  at  their  head, 

With  Clark  as  his  lieutenant,  were  to  the 
conflict  led, 

All  brave  and  fearless  men,  but  from  the 
Indians  fled. 

Then  Barker  shouted  "Boaz,"  'twas  the 
signal  to  advance  ; 

Not  the  royal  knights  of  England,  the 
chivalry  of  France, 

Made  a  grander  sight  to  see  with  the  bat- 
tle-axe and  lance. 

The   words    "Close   to   the    center,"  were 
shouted  loud  and  clear, 

When  the  firing  of  a  thousand  guns  started 
wolf  and  deer. 

The  startled  game  went  down  that  day  and 
and  loud  rang  many  a  cheer. 

So  the  hunt  went  bravely  on  till  in  the 
swamp  there  lay 

A  hundred  wolves  and  many  bears  as  tro- 
phies of  that  day. 

But  a  few  broke  through  the  lines  and  to 
the  mountains  ran  away. 

I  tell  you  boys,  that  evening  when  that  wolf 
hunt  was  done, 

They  met  at  Gilbert  Putnam's  and  then  the 
dance  begun, 

And  both  the  girls  and  boys  danced  all  the 
night  like  fun. 

I  Vv^as  then  a  boy  like  you,  but  I  remember 
well 

How  jolly  everybody  was  to  hear  each  oth- 
er tell 

Of  incidents,  hair-braadth  escapes  that  on 
some  hunters  fell. 

How  Bill  McNitt  and  Hazzard,  to  get  their 
venison  free, 

Lagged  behind  to  skin  a  deer,  all  for  fun 
you  see, 

And  how  a  wolf  took  after  them,  and  how 
they  climbed  a  tree. 

And  so  the  wolf  hunt  ended,  and  ever  since 
that  day 

No  v/ild  wolf  has  been  seen  or  heard  that's 
either  black  or  gray. 

The  few  that  were  not  kilk^d,  to  the  moun- 
tains ran  away, 

And  of  all  the  men  who  met,  but  very  few 
remain ; 

Like   the  autumn   leaves  that  fall,  they'll 
never  meet  again 

In  fields  of  time,  for  life  is  but  a  scene  of 
toil  and  pain, 

Where  are  they  now,  no  bugle  call  can  rouse 
them  from  their  sleep. 

They've  passed  away,  but  few  are  left  as sentinels  to  keep. 

A  few  more  years,  and  but  a  few,  the  last 
one  of  them  all, 

Old,  weak  and  bent  with  age,  shall  hear  a 
bugle  call 

From  across  the  stream  where  all  are  gone 
who  met  to  hunt  that  fall. 

And  as  the  years  on  years  go  by,  the  young 
and  fair  today 

May  tread  the  thorny  path  of  life  till  they 
are  old  and  gray, 

Then,  like  those  we  knew  and   loved,  in 
death  be  laid  away. 

The  al)tin(lance  of  wild  animals,  and 

the  necessities  of  the  pioneer  made  the 

rille  next  in  importance  to  the  ax.  When 
not  in  use  the  rifle  and  powder  horn 

adorned  the  wall  of  nearly  every  settler's 
cabin.  The  long-,  heavy,  small  bored, 
muzzle-loading-  tiint-lock  rifle  of  pioneer 
times  was  not  merely  an  instrumciit  of 

diversion,  but  a  weapon  of  practical  util- 
ity, almost  a  necessity,  for  it  sometimes 

saved  the  pioneer  from  starvation.  Its 

grooved  barrel  was  three  and  one-half 

feet  or  four  feet  long-,  made  of  good  ma- 
terial and  good  workmanship,  btit 

mounted  on  a  plain  stock,  which  extend- 
ed a  long  way  up  the  barrel.  The  rifle 

was  an  accurate  and  formidable  weapon 

at  short  range,  and  only  a  short  range 

was  required  in  the  thick  forest  of  the 
frontier.  But  it  was  the  backwoodsman 

behind  the  gun  that  made  it  the  deadly 

weapon  that  it  was.  The  demands  of 
the  daily  life  of  the  settler  required 
great  skill  in  its  use.  He  accurately 
measured  his  powder.  The  balls,  run  in 
his  own  bullet  molds,  were  carefully  put 

down  by  a  hickory  rod,  in  a  greased 

patch,  and  his  gun  was  often  wiped  with 
a  wisp  of  tow,  to  ensure  accuracy.  He 
knew  the  runways  of  the  deer  and  the 

ha1)its  of  all  the  game.  In  the  summer 

he  would  stalk  the  woods  in  his  mocca- 

sins, in  the  winter  often  upon  snow- 

shoes,  with  the  figure  of  the  game  dis- 
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tinctly  photographed  in  his  mind,  thai 
his  quick  eye  might  at  once  detect  its 
dim  form  in  the  deepest  shadows  of  the 
woods.  With  his  left  foot  forward  and 

with  a  strong  hand  and  a  steady  nerve, 
aUowing  for  distance  and  force  of  wind, 

he  would  take  his  aim.  Ihe  short  whip- 
like crack  of  his  rifle  was  quite  sure  to 

bring  fatal  resuks. 
The  American  rifle,  and  the  American 

hunter,  of  which  Leather  Stocking  was 

the  ideal  and  Daniel  Boone  the  real  rep- 
resentative, conquered  the  great  wilder- 

nesses of  America.  In  pioneer  days, 

Chautauqua  County  had  many  skilled 

hunters  familiar  with  the  woods,  and  ac- 
customed to  the  use  of  the  rifle.  In  fact 

every  neighborhood  had  its  Leather 

Stocking.  Oliver  Pier  of  Harmony  kill- 
ed thirteen  hundred  twenty-two  deer 

with  the  same  rifle.  During  its  use  it 
required  three  new  stocks  and  hammers. 
He  paid  for  his  farm  with  the  bounties 

upon  the  wolves  that  he  killed.  Peter 

Jaquins  of  Clymer  captured  nearly  a  hun- 
dred wolves  previous  to  1832,  for  which 

he  received  an  average  bounty  of  twelve 
dollars  per  head.  Zacheus  H.  Norton, 
an  old  trapper  and  hunter  who  Hvcd  in 
Gerry  on  the  Cassadaga  Creek,  was 
very  successful  in  hunting  the  otter,  the 
])elts  of  wdiich  were  valuable.  The  otter 

substantially  disappeared  in  1825.  Mr. 
Norton  killed  one  hundred  deer  in  a  sin- 

gle season. 
In  those  early  days  the  brooks  were 

full  of  trout,  particularly  those  south  of 
the  Ridge.  The  streams  were  supplied 

by  springs,  which,  preserved  by  forest 

shades,  were  more  numerous  and  per- 
manent than  at  the  present  time.  The 

cold  and  pure  water  of  those  beautiful 

rivulets  and  brooks,  uncorrupted  by 
tanneries,  cheese  factories  and  sawmills, 

flowing  over  gravelly  beds  in  the  shad- 
ow of  the  woods,  were  favorable  to  the 

life  of  the  speckled  trout.  The  settler 

was  a  skilled  fisherman.  Equipped 
with  a  line  of  horsehair  of  his  own  man- 

ufacture, a  beech  pole  cut  on  his  way  to 
the  fishing  grounds,  a  box  of  angle 
worms,  and  with  a  practical  knowledge 
of  the  streams  and  the  ways  of  the  trout, 

he  was  fully  as  successful  as  the  fisher- 
man of  today,  with  his  flies  and  reels. 

But  it  was  not  safe  to  wander  aimless- 

ly along  those  delightful  rivulets  and  in 
the  sequestered  recesses  of  the  woods, 

for  they  wxre  full  of  danger.  To  kave 
the  beaten  path,  or  Inchan  trail,  while 

travelling  through  the  unbroken  foiest, 
in  order  to  find  a  shorter  or  better 

route,  or  even  for  a  little  distance  for 

any  cause,  was  sure  to  be  disastrous  to 

one  not  thoroughly  experienced  in  trav- 

eling in  the  woods.  It  would  often  hap- 
pen that,  under  such  circumstances,  the 

wanderer  would  go  miles  from  iiome 
and  become  lost.  On  these  occasions 

the  settlers  would  rally  from  far  and 

near,  skillfully  organize  themselves  into 
parties,  choose  leaders  and  scour  the 
woods,  until  the  lost  one  was  found. 

In  early  years  Miss  Baluma  Shurtleft. 
afterwards  the  wife  of  Nathan  Lee,  was 
lost  in  the  woods  near  Sinclairville. 

There  was  a  gathering,  and  a  general 
search.  For  three  days  she  subsisted 

on  berries.  She  was  finally  found  near 
the  east  fine  of  the  town  of  Charlotte. 
Mrs.  Underbill  of  the  town  of  Charlotte 

while  picking  blackberries  wandere'l  to 
the  edge  of  the  Cassadaga  Swamp  and 
lost  her  way.  She  remained  in  the  woods 
three  nights  before  she  was  found. 

In  April,  1826,  two  boys  of  Samuel 
French,  of  the  town  of  French  Creek, 

one  aged  five  years  and  the  other  but 

three,  strayed  from  their  path  and  were 
lost  in  the  woods.  For  two  days  and 
two  nights  a  search  was  made  without 
success.  On  the  third  day  two  hundred 
men  assembled,  chose  leaders,  and 
formed  a  line,  with  the  understanding 
that  not  a  word  should  be  spoken  or  a 
gun  fired  until  the  children  were  found. 
A  systematic  search  was  made.  For  a 

long  while  they  scoured  the  woods  with- 
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out  success.  At  last  the  man  posted  at 
the  extreme  west  end  of  the  line  stooped 
to  tie  his  shoe;  he  glanced  backward 
under  his  arm,  and  saw  the  head  of  the 

oldest  boy.  Guns  were  fired  and  a  shout 

went  along-  the  line.  Two  of  the  fleetest 
3'oung  men  ran  to  carry  the  joyful  news 
to  the  anxious  mother.  The  foremost 

runner  fell  exhausted  at  the  door  crying 

"Found  them  both  alive."  The  lost 
boys  both  lived  to  be  men. 

One  morning  early  in  the  spring  of 
i8t2,  Mrs.  Larry  Scofield  who  lived  but 
a  short  distance  southeast  from  where  is 

now  the  county  asylum,  and  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  site  of  Dewittville,  was 
in  need  of  some  thread.  She  had  tiax 

that  she  had  brought  from  her  old 
home,  but  no  wheel  upon  which  to  spin 

it.  Knowing  that  her  neighbor,  Mrs. 
Southworth,  who  lived  half  a  mile  away 

just  west  of  the  present  site  of  the  asy- 
lum, had  a  wheel,  she  threw  a  thin  shawl 

over  her  shoulders,  took  her  baby, 
which  was  then  but  a  few  months  old, 

on  her  arm,  and  a  hank  of  flax  in  her 

hand,  and  started  through  the  woods  for 

Mrs.  Southworth's.  She  wandered  from 
her  course,  and  traveled  all  day  long, 
with  her  infant  in  her  arms,  trying  to 
find  her  way,  without  success.  Tired  and 

hungry,  she  passed  the  night  in  watch- 
fulness and  fear,  with  no  other  protec- 

tion from  the  cold  than  her  thin  shawl, 

and  a  blanket  for  her  child,  hoping,  how- 
ever, for  deliverance  on  the  morrow. 

She  had  no  knowledge  of  woodcraft, 
and  did  not  know  how  to  direct  her 

course  by  the  moss  on  the  trees,  cr  by 
the  sun,  which  seemed  to  her  always  in 

the  wrong  direction.  It  occurred  to  her 
during  the  night,  to  try  and  find  the 

large  stream  that  ran  through  Dewitt- 

ville, and  follow  it  to  its  mouth.  A'l  the 
next  day  she  searched  without  success 
for  some  stream  that  led  into  the  lake, 

and  again  passed  a  wretched  night  in  the 
woods.  Weary,  discouraged,  and  faint 

from  hunger,  subsisting  upon  such  scant 

food  as  the  woods  at  thai  time  of  year 
afforded,  carrying  her  infant,  she  wan- 

dered several  days  in  the  dense  woods 
which  then  spread  over  the  towns  of 
Chautauqua,  Ellery,  Gerry  and  Ellicott 
before  she  was  rescued.  She  must  have 

strayed  northeasterly  far  into  the  town 
of  Ellery,  for  she  finally  struck  a  small 
stream,  which  she  followed  until  it  dis- 

charged its  waters  into  a  larger  stream, 
which  proved  to  be  the  Cassadaga.  She 
then  slowly  pursued  her  painful  journey 
down  the  creek  through  the  dark  and 

gloomy  forest  of  pines  and  hemlocks 
that  bordered  it,  until  she  came  to  a  jam 
of  driftvvood,  where  she  crossed  to  the 
other  side  of  the  stream  where  she 

hoped  to  find  better  traveling.  Her  pro- 
gress was  interrupted  by  tributary 

streams  and  wet  and  swampy  lands.  She 
finally  became  completely  exhausted  and 

gave  up  all  hope  of  finding  the  lake  into 
which  she  supposed  the  stream  emptied, 
or  of  obtaining  aid  from  any  source,  and 
sank  to  the  earth  with  her  infant  in  her 

arms  and  gave  herself  up  to  perish.  In 
the  meantime  the  few  settlers  around 

Dewittville  instituted  a  search,  but 

found  no  trace  of  her,  and  gave  her  up 

as  lost.  She  was  finally  found  at  the 

spot  where  she  had  at  last  resigned  her- 
self to  death,  by  persons  who  knew 

nothing  of  her  wanderings.  The  p^ace 
where  she  was  found  was  a  short  dis- 

tance above  Levant  on  the  east  side  of 

the  Cassadaga  Creek,  sixteen  miles  in 
a  direct  line  from  her  home.  She  and 

her  bal^y  were  carried  to  Edward 

Work's,  now  Falconer,  and  when  she 
had  rested  sufficiently,  they  were  taken 

up  the  outlet  (the  Chadakoin)  and  the 
lake  to  her  home.  She  had  been  at  least 

four,  perhaps  six  days,  wandering  ir  the 
woods.  In  the  long  and  dismal  watches 

of  the  night,  without  shelter  in  the  lone- 
some woods,  with  no  one  but  her  infant 

near  her,  she  heard  the  howl  of  the  wolf, 
in  the  distant  hills,  answered  by  his  mate 

in  the  opposite  valley.     Mrs.  Sconeld 
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afterwards  moved  from  the  county  and 
died  at  De  Kali),  in  Illinois.  Her  l^abe 

g-rew  to  womanhood,  married  Christo- 
])her  Love  and  died  in  1879,  in  Illinois, 
where  her  descendants  are  living. 

In  the  many  instances  of  this  kind, 
that  happened  in  early  years  upon  the 
Holland  Purchase,  women  and  children 

were  usually  the  subjects.  The  search- 
ers were  not  always  so  fortunte  as  to 

find  the  lost  one  alive.  It  was  even  less 

distressing  to  lind  him  dead,  than  not 

to  know  his  fate,  for  then  long  years  of 

fruitless  search  would  sometimes  fol- 
low. Stories  of  a  wild  person  seen  in 

some  distant  wilderness,  or  a  captive 

among  the  Indians,  would  revive  the 
hopes  of  friends  only  to  find  the  cruel 
rumor  false. 

A  pitiful  story  is  told  of  two  children 
of  James  Roe,  who  resided  in  Hanover. 
His  children  were  lost  while  rambling 
in  the  forest.  One  of  them  was  after- 

ward found  in  a  mill  pond,  and  the 
clothes  of  the  other  in  the  woods.  In 

the  town  of  Cherry  Creek  in  April,  1822. 
on  a  clear  Sabbath  morning,  a  little 

daughter  of  Joshua  Bentley,  then  in  her 
fourth  year,  strayed  into  the  woods  and 
was  never  afterward  seen. 

During  the  pioneer  period  the  pro- 
gress of  settlement  rapidly  continued. 

The  sunlight  had  been  let  into  every 
town  as  now  or9;anized  in  the  county 
before  the  Erie  Canal  was  opened.  An 

unbroken  wilderness,  for  ten  years  after 
John  MclMahan  had  1)uilt  his  house  in 

Westfield,  covered  the  four  southwest- 
ern towns.  In  that  part  of  the  county, 

in  a  tract  of  more  than  one  hundred  fif- 

ty sc[uare  miles,  not  a  log  cabin  had 
been  reared  nor  a  clearing  made.  In 
1812,  settlement  v/as  first  commenced  in 

this  region,  in  French  Creek,  the  ex- 
treme southwestern  town,  by  Andy  No- 

ble from  Oswego  County,  on  lot  forty- 
four,  John  and  Gardner  Cleveland,  Ros- 
well  Coe,  Nathaniel  Thompson,  Amon 

Ueebe,  (jardner  Case,  Silas  Terry,  Ne- 
hemiah  Royce  and  A.  S.  Park. 

l^^or  more  than  ten  years  after  the 
first  settlement  of  the  county  its  easlern 

portion  continued  exclusively  in  posses- 
sion of  the  wolf  and  catamount.  A  wil- 

derness of  pine,  hemlock  and  black  ash, 
for  a  distance  of  five  miles  extended  on 

both  sides  of  the  Conewango,  in  Chau- 

tauqua and  Cattaraugus  Counties,  be- 
tween the  Kent  Settlement  in  Villenova 

and  Kennedy's  Mills  in  Poland.  In  181 3 
Joshua  I)entley,  Jr.,  from  Rensselaer 
County,  undismayed  by  dangers  nom 
the  Indians,  that  seemed  to  threaten  the 

border,  assisted  by  his  wife,  erected  a 

rude  log  cabin  in  the  heart  of  the  wil- 
derness on  lot  seven,just  west  of  the  vil- 

lage of  Conewango  Valley,  in  Ellington, 
close  to  the  eastern  borders  of  the  coun- 

ty. His  father,  Joshua  Bentley,  Sr., 
three  years  later  settled  near  him  in 

18 [6,  in  a  log  house  that  he  had  built, 
and  kept  the  first  tavern  in  the  town.  In 

April,  181 5,  Wyman  Bugbee  settled  on 

lot  twenty-nine  near  the  present  vil- 
lage of  Ellington.  Among  the  earliest 

settlers  of  Ellington  were  James  Bates, 
Samuel  McConnell,  Simeon  Lawrence. 

B)enjamin  Follett,  Ward  King,  Abner 

I'ates,  Reu1)en  Penhollow  and  Ebene- 
zer  Green.  The  first  settlement  at 

Cherr)'  Creek  was  made  in  the  year 
^815,  by  Joseph  M.  Kent.  He  reared 
his  bark-covered  log  house  in  the 

spring  of  that  }'ear,  on  lot  nine  near 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  town.  He 

returned  to  his  family  in  Villenova,  and 
sent  his  wife  on  horseback  eight  miles 
through  the  woods,  with  one  child  in 
her  arms,  and  another  behind  her,  with 

nothing  but  marked  trees  to  guide  her 
to  her  new  house.  She  arrived  safely 

and  with  flint  and  punk  started  a  fire 

and  passed  the  first  night  of  settlement 
undisturbed,  except  by  the  howling  of 
the  wolves  in  the  Connewango  Swamp. 

Among  other  early  and  prominent  set- 
tlers w^ere  Joshua  Bentley,  Jr.,  Isaac 
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and  Stephen  Curtis,  James  Marks,  Bar- 
ber Babcock,  Ely  D.  Pendleton,  Elam 

Edson,  Daniel  and  Alvah  Hadley,  Rob- 
ert James,  Arthur  Hines,  John  Luce, 

Reuben  A.  Bullock,  Horatio  Hill, 

George  H.  Frost,  Wanton  King  and 

James  Carr.  In  1815  Alexander  Find- 
ley,  a  native  of  Ireland,  commenced  a 

sawmill  on  lot  fifty-two  at  the  foot  of 

P'indley  Lake  in  the  town  of  Mina,  and 
in  1816  made  his  permanent  home 
there.    He  soon  after  built  a  gristmill. 

He  was  the  first  settler  of  the  town 

of  Mina,  and  gave  his  name  to  the 
lake  and  the  village  that  grew  up 

where  he  settled.  George  Haskin, 
Aaron  Whitney,  George  Collier,  Hial 

Rowley,  Elisha  Morse,  Peter  R.  Mon- 

tague, Horace  Brockway,  Joseph  Pal- 
mer, Robert  Corbett,  Gideon  Barlow, 

James  Skellie  were  all  early  settlers. 
Peter  R.  Montague,  one  of  the  best 
known  pioneers  of  the  town,  died  in 

1896,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
seven.  The  east  side  of  Mina  was  set- 

tled by  people  from  the  County  of 

Kent,  England,  James  Ottaway,  an- 
cestor of  A.  B.  Ottaway,  the  wellknown 

lawyer  of  Westfield,  and  former  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  being  the  pioneer,  he 

having  settled  there  in  1823. 

In  1820,  the  first  settlement  of  Cly- 

mer  was  made.  That  year  John  Cleve- 
land settled  upon  lot  fifty-eight.  In 

1 82 1  William  Rice,  the  father  of  Victor 

M.  Rice,  who  was  for  many  years  State 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 

settled  on  lot  fifty-nine.  Through  the 
influence  of  Hon.  G.  W.  Patterson 

many  Hollanders  were  influenced  to 
settle  in  the  town.  About  1846,  the 

beginning  of  their  immigration  com- 
menced, and  now  a  large  portion  of  the 

population  of  the  town  is  made  up  of 
these  frugal,  honest  and  industrious 

people. 

Over  twenty  years  elapsed  after  Mc- 
Mahan  made  his  first  clearing  at  the 

Cross  Roads,  before  the  town  of  Sher- 

man was  settled.  It  was  first  settled 

l)y  Dearing  Dorman,  from  near  Bata- 
via,  Genessee  County.  In  1823  he 

erected  a  shanty  on  lot  thirty-two,  cov- 
ered it  with  bark,  laid  a  floor  of  split 

logs,  and  introduced  his  youthful  wife. 
Henry  W.  Goff  came  a  little  later  the 
same  year.  Alanson  Weed  came  in 
from  Ellery  in  the  spring  of  1824. 
Sherman  was  the  last  town  settled  in 

the  county,  but  its  settlement  was  ac- 

complished before  the  close  of  the  pi- 
oneer period. 

()n  the  1 2th  of  June,  181 2,  Congress 

passed  an  act  declaring  war  with  Eng- 
land. At  Albany  at  the  same  time,  the 

Legislature  was  passing  an  act  of  far 
greater  and  more  lasting  importance. 

By  this  act  common  schools  were  es- 
tablished, and  the  state  for  the  first 

time,  divided  into  school  districts.  The 

school  district  is  the  smallest  political 
division  in  which  a  legislative  power 

is  exercised  b)^  the  citizens.  The  peo- 
ple assem1)lc  annually  at  its  capital, 

the  schoolhouse,  and  legislate  upon 

the  important  su1)ject  of  schools,  and 
the  education  of  the  young.  A  school 

district  is  by  no  means  the  least  impor- 
tant political  division  of  the  state.  Its 

function  is  to  foster  the  germs  of  free 

institutions.  it  is  the  cradle  of  free- 
men in  their  infancy. 

The  common  school  law  went  into  ef- 
fect in  1814.  It  was  administered,  and 

the  school  money  apportioned,  and 

paid  out  in  the  county,  by  the  Super- 
visors, the  Commissioners  and  inspec- 

tors of  the  town,  and  the  trustees  of  the 

districts.  Nearl}'  all  of  the  school- 
houses  of  the  frontier  and  pioneer  per- 

iods were  built  of  logs.  In  1821,  ac- 
cording to  Phineas  M.  Miller  there 

were  one  hundred  seventeen  log 
schoolhouses  in  the  one  hundred  and 

twentv-eight  school  districts  of  the 
county.  Gathered  from  a  wilderness 

region  around  about,  almost  equal  to 
a  township  in  extent,  the  pupils  would 
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daily  wend  their  way  along-  forest 
paths  to  one  of  these  primitive  school- 
houses,  built  perhaps  at  the  border  of 
the  woods  where  the  autumn  leaves 

would  cover  the  roof,  and  the  deer  look 

in  upon  the  master  and  his  pupils  at 
their  work.  At  first  little  more  was 

taught  in  these  log  universities  than 

reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  Al- 

though wanting  in  the  scientific  meth- 
ods of  teaching  of  modern  times,  thor- 

ough instruction  was  given  by  strong 
minded  old  teachers,  in  these  simple 

branches,  and  what  was  more  a  genu- 
ine love  of  learning  inspired,  resulting 

in  after  years,  in  many  self-educated, 
even  accomplished,  men  and  women. 
It  is  a  mistake  to  despise  the  man  of 

humble  circumstances,  or  the  days  of 

small  beginnings.  A  tribute  to  the 

power  of  self-education  is  contained  in 

the  warning,  "beware  of  the  man  of 
one  book."  This  caution  found  sig- 

nificance in  the  backwoods.  Limited 

opportunities  seem  often  to  have  their 

advantages,  for  young  men  with  re- 
stricted resources,  and  a  desire  for  im- 

provement, are  inclined  to  establish 
their  mental  foundations  stronger,  and 
])m\d  their  intellectual  edifice  with 
more  care. 

The  early  settlers  of  this  county  de- 

sired to  give  their  children  the  advan- 
tages of  an  education  as  far  as  was 

in  their  power,  especially  they  who  hap- 
pened to  establish  their  homes  at  and 

near  Fredonia.  At  that  place  resided 
men  of  more  than  ordinary  intellectual 

ability,  some  of  whom  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  thorough  education.  When 

money  was  scarce,  and  the  people 

])oor,  they  founded  an  academy  for  in- 
struction in  the  higher  branches,  the 

first  ever  erected  in  the  county.  A 

very  few  gave  money  to  aid  in  its  build- 
ing, while  the  rest  contributed  labor, 

merchandise,  cattle,  even  pork,  and 

one  gave  twenty  gallons  of  whiskey. 
In  1824,  during  the  pioneer  period,  two 

years  before  the  Erie  Canal  was  built, 
while  the  stumps  were  still  standing  on 

the  village  green,  and  the  fires  still 
burning  in  sight  in  the  fallows,  the  Old 
Fredonia  Academy  was  incorporated. 

It  was  opened  in  1826,  with  Austin 

Smith  as  its  first  principal.  He  after- 
wards was  a  leading  citizen,  and  a  dis- 

tinguished lawyer  of  the  county.  It 
is  a  remarkable  fact  that  he  is  still  liv- 

ing at  the  age  of  nearly  ninety-nine 
years,  an  honored  and  respected  citizen 
of  the  village  of  Westfield.  His  life 

nearly  spans  the  hundred  years  of  our 

county's  history.  He  married  Sarah  A., 
the  daughter  of  John  McMahan,  the 
pioneer  settler  of  the  county,  and  was 
an  actor  in  many  of  the  early  events 

that  we  have  already  recorded.  His 

presence  among  us  calls  up  thoughts 

of  years  long  since  passed. 
In  the  academy  founded  by  these 

l)ioneers,  Latin,  Greek  and  the  higher 
branches  were  thoroughly  taught.  For 

more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  it  was 
a  famous  school  of  Western  New  York. 

For  a  while  no  seminary  west  of  Ham- 
ilton College  gave  better  instruction 

than  Fredonia  Academy.  Governors 

of  states,  distinguished  Generals  of  the 

army,  heroes  who  have  gained  imper- 
ishable names  in  the  Civil  war,  able 

and  eloquent  lawyers,  distinguished 
scholars  and  authors,  and  successful 

business  men  have  gone  forth  from 

this  school,  holding  in  grateful  remem- 
brance Frederick  A.  Redington  and 

its  other  able  instructors.  Oscar  W. 

Johnson,  himself  among  the  most  ac- 
complished of  its  alumni,  in  an  elo- 

quent tribute  to  his  alma  mater,  says 

that  during  its  existence  it  had  stu- 
dents from  every  state  except  South 

Carolina,  and  sent  forth  eleven  thous- 
and students  into  every  field  of  effort. 

In  January,  181 7,  the  first  newspa- 
per was  established  in  the  county,  the 

Chautauqua  Gazette,  published  in  Fre- 
donia  by  James    Percival.     In  May, 
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1 819,  the  publication  of  the  Chautau- 
qua Eagle,  the  second  newspaper,  was 

begun  by  Robert  J.  Curtis.  It  was  es- 
tablished at  Mayville.  These  papers 

were  read  with  much  interest  by  the 
settler  in  his  log  ca1)in. 
Even  authorship  commenced  in 

those  early  days.  The  first  book  by  a 
writer  of  the  county  was  published  in 
1824,  at  Fredonia,  by  H.  C.  Frisbee, 

entitled  "A  Contrast  Jjctween  Chris-) 

tianity  and  Calvinism."  Another  in 
Fredonia  in  1827  by  Oliver  Stafford, 

entitled  "Abridgement  of  English 

Grammar  of  Etymology  and  Syntax." 
Rev.  Lewis  C.  Todd,  of  Jamestown, 
was  the  author  of  these  books.  He 

was  also  the  author  of  "Moral  Justice 
of  Universalism,"  and  other  works,  and 
was  a  writer  of  no  mean  ability.  James 

H.  Price,  a  young  lawyer  of  Mayville, 
contributed  poems  for  the  Chautauqua 

Eagle  which  showed  him  to  be  pos- 
sessed of  a  cultivated  mind  and  much 

poetic  talent.  A  volume  of  his  poems 
was  published  in  1813.  He  was  born 
in  Pittstown,  N.  Y.,  about  1787.  He 

studied  law  in  Tro)',  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  about  1808,  opened  an  office 
there  and  had  a  good  practice.  He 
was  a  preceptor  of  William  L.  Marcy. 

It  is  said  that  Price  had  been  disap- 
pointed in  some  political  ambition 

which  led  him  to  become  intemperate. 

He  came  to  Mayville  about  t8i2  or 

181 3,  and  resided  there  about  seven- 
teen years.  He  did  some  law  business, 

interested  himself  in  politics,  often 

wrote  poetry  and  miscellaneous  pieces 

for  the  newspapers.  He  was  an  able 
lawyer  and  generous  man.  He  died  in 

Mayville  in  June,  1829.  That  a  knowl- 
edge of  his  merit  as  a  versifier  may  not 

be  entirely  lost  we  copy  the  following- 
lines  upon  the  death  of  George  Chap- 

man of  Mayville  : 

"The  rose  may  bloom  on  beauty's  cheek, 
From  beauty's  eye  the  light  may  break, 

And  beauty's  bosom  swell; 

All  wildly  throbbing  to  be  pressed. 
And  still  caressing  and  caressed, 

Its  amorous  moments  tell. 

"You  blushing  nymph  with  face  so  fair, 
And  flowing  locks  of  auburn  hair, 

In  pomp  of  beauty  drest, 

Must  quit  the  toilet's  gay  parade 
For  all  the  blooms  on  earth  shall  fade, 

the  loveliest  and  the  best. 

"The  youthful  nerves  with  vigor  strung, 
The  music  of  affection's  tongue, 

And  aU  we  love  beneath; 
Cold  as  the  monumental  stone 
Shall  sleep  forgotten  and  alone, 

In  the  embrace  of  death! 

"One  ray  of  hope  tha  mind  consoles, 
As  on  the  tide  of  being  rolls 

To  dark  eternity: 

When  shivering  on  death's  gloomy  coast, 
Faith  whispers.  All  shall  not  be  lost 

In  that  unmeasured  sea. 

"From  Calvary's  summit  bold  and  high. 
The  saints  are  toiling  up  the  sky. 

And  they  who  strive  shall  win; 
Almighty  Grace — Almighty  Love, 
Life's  cumbrous  load  will  soon  remove 

And  let  the  conqueror  in. 

'Yes,  'tis  a  spirit  from  the  skies. 
That  bids  the  sleeping  dust  arise, 

In  form  divinely  fair; 

Tis  mild  religion's  voice  that  gave 
A  final  conquest  o'er  the  grave. 

And  smoothed  the  passage  there! 

'Ruler  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  supreme, 
Still  be  thy  grace  my  latest  theme; 

That  ere  I  yield  my  breath, 
I  learn  the  maxim  wisdom  loves, 
And  virtue  in  her  sons  approves: 

'In  li:9  prepare  for  death.'  " 

It  is  interesting  to  know  that  such 
graceful  lines  and  refined  sentiments 

found  expression  in  a  frontier  newspa- 
per, and  were  read  and  admired  by  its 

backwoods  readers.  Robert  J.  Curtis, 
the  editor  of  the  Chautauqua  Eagle,  in 

which  many  of  the  poems  of  Price  were 

published,  was  a  man  of  discernment 
and  ability.  He  knew  Price  well.  He 
said  that  he  was  a  noble  hearted  and 

talented  man,  but  was  subject  to  fits 

of  melancholy,  which  led  him  into  in-7 
temperance.  He  said  that  Price  was  a 

true  poet.     He  thought  his  versifica- 
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lion  of  tlic  sixtieth  clia])tcr  of  Isaiah 

was  not  surpassed,  if  cciiiallcd,  by  any 

of  Watts'  versitications  of  the  Psahiis. 
Tlie  following-  is  one  of  the  verses  of 
th.at  ])arai)hrase  : 

"No  more  to  light  thy  wandering  steps  by day 

The  sun  shall  lend  thee  his  inferior  ray. 
No  more  shall  Luna  at  the  noon  of  night 
Glare  on  thy  path  with  pale  reflected  light, 
But  God!  thy  God,  in  majesty  shall  shine, 

Etei-nal  splendors  be  forever  thine." 

Curtis  i)ronounce(l  Price  s  "Ode  to 

the  Fourth  of  July"  the  l^est  that  was 
ever  written.  He  said  further  that 

Price  wrote  with  great  facility;  that 

"one  day  he  came  limping  into  my 

office  sa}'ing  that  he  had  the  gout." 
"Not  possi1)le,"  says  P  "At  any  rate 
I  will  write  an  ode  to  it,"  he  said.  Be- 

ing furnished  with  a  pen  and  paper  in 
a  verv  short  time  he  ])roduced  the  ode. 

After  reading  it,  1  told  him  to  add  a 
verse  for  the  printer  and  to  treat  him 
kindly.  He  quickly  added  the  last 

verse."  The  following  is  Price's  "Ode 
to  the  Gout"  as  published  in  the  Chau- 

tauqua Eagle  at  the  time  : 

ODE  TO  THE  GOUT, 

What  haggard,  crippled  form  art  thou 

Com'st  limping?    O,  I  know  thee  now — 
Thy  name  is  Master  Gout. 

Pray  tell  me  if  you  can — reveal 
The  truth — A  march  did'st  ever  steal 
Before,  and  riot  in  a  meal 

On  one  so  poorly  fed? 

Curse  me,  if  'tisn't  monstrous  hard. 
From  all  life's  sweets  to  be  debarred — 

Rum,  brandy,  Holland  gin, 
These  lips  for  years  have  scarcely  wet. 
And  then  at  last  to  b9  beset 

By  such  an  imp  of  sin. 

Leave  me — I  wish  thy  neck  was  broke — • 
Go  where  the  richest  viands  smoke 
And  gluttons  swallow  till  they  choke — ■ 

Some  Alderman  attack, 
Who,  full  of  turtle,  full  of  years, 
Doubtless  must  owe  thse  long  arrears 

For  claret  or  for  sack! 

Princes  and  Kings,  those  public  drones. 

Who  riot  on  their  people's  groans, 

These  you  may  haunt  at  pleasure, 
And  when  disposed  to  give  a  twinge, 

Ne'er  thy  prerogative  infringe, 
But  give  them  heaping  measure. 

On  bank  directors,  too,  let  slip 
And  hit  themi  in  the  leg — the  hip — 

Let  fly  thy  shots  at  random; 
Spare  not  those  vultures  called  cashiers, 
Pull  clerk  and  tellers  by  the  ears 

For  often  driving  tandem. 

The  wretch  to  misery's  murmurs  cold, 
Who  hoards  v/ith  joy  his  cankered  gold, 

And  laughs  at  the  distres't 
O,  'tis  my  most  unceasing  prayer, 
That  not  one  limb  of  him  thou'd'st  spare 

To  take  a  moment's  rest. 
And  he,  that  messenger  of  peace, 
Who  shears  the  flock,  and  keeps  the  fleece, 

Him  visit  sad  and  sore. 
Tend  on  him  early,  tend  him  late. 

And  when  he  has  felt  thy  finger's  weight, 
Then  gently  give  him  more. 

The  lawyer  who  with  marble  brow, 

Sells  his  poor  client's  only  cow, 
Just  pinch  him,  if  you  please, 

And  when  amid  the  fiercest  reign 
L  t  all  thy  torttire,  all  thy  pain, 

Grow  harder  by  degrees. 

The  man  of  physic,  too,  attend. 
On  him  thy  wrath  and  vengeance  spend 

(The  quack,  I  mean,  who  kills). 
Stop — let  me  see — if  harder  fate 
Ths  wretch,  unprincipled,  should  wait — - 
I'd  rather  show  him  death's  dark  gate 

In  shape  of  his  own  pills. 

But  printers,  poor  devils,  let  alone, 

They're  nothing  now  but  skin  and  bone. 
And  hardly  live  by  eating. 

To  them,  O!  ne'er  in  evil  hour. 
To  glut  thy  rage,  or  show  thy  power 

Send  the  sharp  shoot's  greeting. 

In  the  year  1818  an  event  occurred, 
that  raised  the  hopes  of  the  settlers, 

and  gave  to  them  a  promising  sign, 
that  their  years  of  isolation  were  fast 

approaching  an  end.  On  the  28th  of 
i\Iay  of  that  year,  the  first  steamboat 
to  navigate  Lake  Erie  was  launched 
at  Black  Rock.  It  was  a  side  wheel 

steamboat,  and  was  named  the  "Walk 

in  the  Water,"  partly  because  it  did 
walk  in  the  water,  and  partly  in  honor 
of  a  Wyandot  Chief  of  that.  name. It 
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made  weekly  trips  from  Black  Rock 

to  Detroit,  and  back,  stopping  at  Dun- 
kirk and  other  principal  towns  on  the 

American  shore.  The  facilities  it  gave 
for  travel  brought  Chautauqua  County 
nearer  to  the  east,  lessening  the  time 

and  increasing  the  comfort  of  passen- 
gers traveling  to  and  from  Buffalo. 

The  "Walk  in  the  Water"  was  ruined 
in  a  s([uall  near  Bufifalo  in  November, 

1821,  and  was  succeeded  in  May,  1822, 

by  the  '"Superior"  the  second  steam- 
boat to  navigate  Lake  Erie. 

The  year  1825  marked  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  and 

the  close  of  the  pioneer  period.  Eew 
now  realize  the  magnitude  of  this 

great  work,  or  how  important  and  ex- 
tended were  the  benefits  that  resulted 

from  it.  With  the  completion  of  the 

Erie  Canal,  the  material  prosperity  of 

the  county  commenced.  This  import- 
ant highway  of  commerce  brought  it  in 

contact  with  the  east,  and  for  the  first 

time  found  a  market  for  the  products 
of  its  soil.  The  canal  was  formally 
opened  October  26th,  1825. 

The  people  of  Chautauqua  County 
well  understood  the  importance  of  this 

event.  The  Board  of  Supervisors  cele- 
brated it  on  the  26th  ot  November, 

1825,  while  holding  their  annual  meet- 

ing. On  that  day  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors and  citizens  of  Mayville,  mar- 

shalled by  Joy  Handy,  marched  in  pro- 
cession to  the  public  square,  where  a 

national  salute  was  fired,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Major  Asahel  Lyon.  The 

cannon  used  on  the  occasion  was  taken 

from  the  British  on  Lake  Erie  by  Com- 
modore Perry.  Annimated  by  a  com- 

mendable enthusiasm  to  further  cele- 

brate the  auspicous  event,  the  Super- 
visors and  a  number  of  gentlemen  of 

the  county,  assembled  at  the  tavern  of 

Jediah  Tracy,  then  the  most  widely 
known  and  popular  hostelry  in  the 

county.  Thomas.  Prendergast  presid- 
ed and  Abiram   Orton   acted  as  vice 

president.  An  old  newspaper  of  that 

day  says  "the  utmost  harmony  and  hil- 
arity prevailed,  toasts,  interspersed 

with  songs  suital:>le  to  the  occasion, 
were  drunk  with  a  flow  of  soul  that  on- 

ly the  event  which  was  celebrated  could 

have  elicited." Almost  the  last  event  that  preceded 

it  was  the  visit  of  the  Marcjuis  de  La- 
fayette to  Chautauqua,  the  memory  of 

which  has  long  l)een  cherished,  and  is 

dear  to  the  heart  of  every  patriotic  cit- 

izen. This  event  a])propriately  accom- 
panied the  close  of  the  pioneer  period 

and  auspiciously  ushered  in  a  new  era 
in  the  history  of  the  county. 

AVhen  on  his  route  from  the  south 

Lafayette  passed  through  the  wide 
country  which,  during  the  Revolution, 
was  an  unbroken  forest  (while  he  was 

rendering  such  valuable  service  to  our 

country.)  He  was  on  his  way  to  Bos- 
ton to  participate  in  the  ceremonies 

connected  with  the  laying  of  the  corner 
stone  of  the  Bunker  Hill  monument. 

It  was  then  that  Lafayette  visited  our 

county,  and  its  citizens  had  the  rare 

privilege  of  seeing  this  distinguished 
man,  and  testifying  the  gratitude  they 

felt  for  the  great  service  he  had  ren- 
dered the  country.  They  spared  no 

pains  in  receiving  him.  The  citizens 
of  Westfieid  conceived  the  happy 

thought  of  welcoming  him  at  the 
threshold,  as  he  entered  the  Empire 
State  on  his  return  from  the  south. 

Accordingly  a  committee  of  its  citizens 

consisting  of  Hon.  Thomas  B.  Camp- 

1)ell,  Silas  Spencer,  Ebenezer  P.  Up- 
ham  and  Fenn  Demming  on  his  arrival 
from  Pennsylvania  met  him  at  the  state 
line,  and  there  a  short  address  was 

made  by  Hon.  Thomas  li.  Campbell  to 
which  General  Lafayette  courteously 

replied.  Pie  was  then  escorted  in  the 

fine  carriage"  of  Hon.  William  Pea- 
cock, to  the  village  of  Westfieid,  ac- 

companied by  a  large  number  of  gen- 
tlemen on  horseback  from  various  parts 
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of  the  count3\  A  signal  gun  announced 
his  approach  to  that  village  and  on  his 
arrival,  which  was  in  the  evening,  he 

was  welcomed  by  an  immense  con- 

course of  people,  and  with  the  dis- 
charge of  cannon.  The  public  house  was 

illuminated  and  a  great  bonfire  kindled 
upon  the  public  square.  The  military 
made  a  very  creditable  appearance, 

])articularly  the  light  infantry  company 

commanded  by  Captain  Towle.  In  be- 
half of  the  Westfield  committee  Hon. 

Thomas  A.  Osborne  made  the  address, 

to  which  Lafayette  made  an  appropri- 
ate reply.  He  was  then  introduced  in- 

dividual!}' to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
including  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 

tion. After  a  stay  of  a1)out  two  hours 

he  departed  at  lo  o'clock  in  the  evening 
under  the  escort  of  the  Fredonia  dele- 

gation, during  the  discharge  of  twen- 
ty-four rounds  of  artillery.  His  recep- 

tion by  the  citizens  of  Westfield  did 
them  great  credit.  The  addresses  of 

Judge  Campbell  and  Judge  Osborne 
were  very  appropriate,  and  in  excellent 

taste.  Lafayette  appeared  highly  grat- 
ified with  his  reception  at  this  frontier 

town.  General  Lafayette  was  accom- 
panied by  Col.  George  Washington 

Lafayette,  Messrs.  LeVasseur  and  De 
Syou  who  were  present  with  him  both 
at  Westfield  and  Dunkirk. 

General  Lafayette  arrived  at  Fre- 

donia at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning  of 
Saturday,  June  4th,  1825.  The  artil- 

lery under  Captain  Brown,  and  the  rifle 
rangers  under  Captain  Wliitcomb  and 
detachments  from  the  One  Hundred 

Sixty-ninth  regiment  were  posted  on 

West  Hill.  Lafayette's  approach  was 
announced  by  thirteen  guns  from  the 
artillery.  On  his  arrival  he  was  pre- 

ceded by  the  military  and  halted  in 

front  of  Abel's  hotel,  (now  the  site  of 
the  Columbia. )  The  General  and  his  suite 
then  alighted,  and  walked  between  the 
lines  formed  by  the  ladies.  Revolution- 

ary soldiers  and  citizens,  to  the  plat- 
form erected  for  the  occasion  in  front 

of  the  hotel  wdiere  the  Rev.  David 

Brown,  the  first  pastor  of  the  Episco- 

pal Church  of  Fredonia,  made  an  ex- 
cellent address.  None  more  eloquent 

or  appropriate  greeted  Lafayette  on  his 
journey.  The  General  responded  in  a 

most  feeling  manner  and  then  address- 
ed the  people  assembled,  manifesting 

genuine  pleasure  at  the  way  in  which 
he  was  received. 

He  next  received  the  Revolutionary 
soldiers,  and  then  as  the  crowd  was 

very  great,  placed  himself  in  front  of 
the  platform  where  the  military  and  the 

people  passed  in  review  before  him,  so 
that  all  could  see  him.  He  then  sat 

down  to  a  repast  prepared  by  Mr.  Abel 
with  great  taste  and  elegance  which 
was  served  by  the  leading  young  men 
and  women  of  the  village,  from  which 
he  arose  as  the  day  began  to  dawn. 
The  General  was  then  escorted  by  the 

military,  and  ladies  and  gentlemen, 

some  in  carriages  and  some  on  horse- 
back, to  Dunkirk.  He  was  there  re- 

ceived on  board  the  steamboat  "Super- 
ior" which  was  waiting  in  readiness  to 

take  him  to  Buffalo. 

The  reception  of  Lafayette  was  the 
occasion  of  the  first  great  gathering 
of  the  citizens  of  Chautauqua  County 

subsequent  to  its  settlement.  Never 

l^efore  or  since  has  there  been  so  large 

a  percentage  of  the  people  assembled 

together.  Nor  has  there  been  any  oc- 
casion in  its  history  so  impressive.  This 

gathering  gives  us  the  first  opportun- 
ity to  judge  the  quality  of  the  people 

living  in  the  county  at  that  early  day. 

The  good  sense  and  executive  ability 
displayed,  the  facility  that  was  shown 
to  rally  the  scant  material  of  the  back- 

woods to  aid  in  making  the  reception 
a  success,  are  entitled  to  the  highest 
praise.  The  ability,  good  taste,  high 

literary*  merit,  and  the  fitness  of  the 
short  addresses  of  Judge  Campbell, 
Judge  Osborne  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Brown  have  never  since  been  excelled 

on  like  occasions  in  this  county. 
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There  is  no  better  evidence  of  independence  of  thought, 
and  capacity  of  a  people  for  self  government,  than  the  existence 
of  political  parties.  The  abuse  of  power  by  those  who  hold  it,  is 
difficult  when  there  is  a  vigilant,  jealous  and  active  party  to  op- 

pose it. 

During-  the  Pioneer  Period  the  lead- 
ing- citizens  of  the  county  began  to  take 

an  intelligent  and  active  interest  in  the 
public  questions  of  the  day.  They  laid 
the  foundations  of  its  political  parties. 

The  strong  influence  of  their  partisan 
sentiments  may  be  traced  in  the  views 
of  their  descendants  to  the  present 
time. 

During  the  administrations  of  Wash- 
ington, Adams,  and  Jefferson,  party 

spirit  ran  very  high.  In  Congress,  in 
the  newspapers,  and  among  the  people, 
public  c|uestions  were  discussed  with  a 
degree  of  acrimony  that  we  cannot  now 
understand.  The  Federahsts,  now  that 

the  county  had  acquired  an  independ- 
ent existence,  stimulated  by  the  prevail- 

ing party  spirit,  took  steps  in  the  year 

1812  to  organize  their  party  in  Chau- 
tauqua County,  as  did  the  Republicans 

a  little  later  the  same  year.  The  first 

political  meeting  ever  convened  in  the 

county  was  held  December  23,  181 2,  at 

John  Scott's  tavern  in  Mayville.  It  was 

a  Republican  meeting.  Matthew  Pren- 

dergast,  who  during  the  Revolution, 
was  a  loyalist  in  the  miUtary  services 
of  the  Kinp-.  was  chosen  chairman,  and 

John  Dexter  secretary.  Resolutions 
were  adopted  sustaining  the  war. 

In  February,  1813,  Daniel  D.  Tomp- 
kins was  nominated  for  Governor  for 

a  further  term  by  the  Republicans,  and 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  by  the  Feder- 
alists. The  latter  called  themselves  the 

friends  of  "Peace,  Liberty  and  Com- 

merce." March  17,  1813,  a  meeting- 
was  held  in  Pomfret  by  the  ''Federal- 

ists" or  "Federal  Republicans,"  who 
were  opposed  to  the  war  of  1812,  with 
Enp-fand.  This  was  a  convention  of 

delegates,  representing-  the  xA^ssembly 
District  composed  of  Chautauqua,  Cat- 

taraugus and  Niagara  Counties.  It 
was  the  first  partisan  convention  at 
which  a  public  officer  was  nominated 
for  election.  Thomas  Martin  was 

chairman  and  Isaac  Pierce  secretary. 

Jacob  Houghton  of  Pomfret  was  nomi- 
nated for  the  Assembly  and  was  the 

first  candidate  residing  in  Chautauqua 

Countv  put  in  nomination  by  a  political 

party,  at  least  at  a  convention  held  in 
the  countv.  A  campaign  committee 
was  appointed  and  we  may  see  by  the 

list  who  were  probably  active  Federal- 
ists in  the  towns:  Chautauqua — Thom- 

as Prendergast,  Jabez  Hurlburt,  Elisha 
Wallis,  James  Montgomery,  David 

Eaton,  Asa  Hall,  Henry  Sartwell ;  Elli- 
cott — James  Prendergast ;  Gerry — Sam- 

uel Sinclair,  Robert  W.  Seaver 
William  Devine,  Abraham  Winsor; 

Pomfret — Orsamus  Holmes,  Elijah 

Risley,  Jr.,  Ozias  Hart,  Isaac  Pierce, 
Thomas  Martin,  Andrew  Bates,  Ro- 

dolphus  Loomis ;  Hanover — John  E. 

Howard,  John  Mack,  Rethial  Willough- 

by,  Guy  Webster,  Gushing  Brownell, 
Abel  Flint. 

The  Republicans  of  the  Assembly 
District  met  in  BulTalo,  and  nominated 

Jonas  Williams  for  the  Assembly.  The 
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following-  named  persons  were  appoint- 
ed as  the  Re])nl)liean  C(Mnmittee  for 

the  Count)'  of  Chautau(|ua :  Pomfret, 
Zattu  Cushino-.  Philo  Orton,  Jehial 
Moore,  Eliphalet  Day ;  Chautauqua, 

David  Eason,  William  Peacock,  Mar- 
tin Prendergast,  John  E.  Marshall  and 

John  Scott.  The  election  was  severely 
contested,  resulting  in  the  election  of 
Tom-^kins  as  Governor.  Williams  was 

elected  to  the  Assembly  over  Hough- 
ton.. The  whole  number  of  votes  polled 

in  Chautauqua  County  was  five  hundred 

fiftv-three,  of  which  Tompkins  received 

a  majority  of  fifty-seven.  It  may  be  in- 
teresting to  know  the  political  complex- 

ion of  the  different  towns  in  this  early 

contest  between  Federals  and  Repub- 
licans at  the  time  of  the  first  election 

for  Governor.  The  town  of  Chautau- 

qua gave  sixty-eight  votes  for  Van— 
Rensselaer,  and  one  hundred  nineteen 

for  Tompkins;  Pomfret,  one  hundred 

for  Van  Rensselaer,  eighty-one  for 

Tompkins;  Ellicott,  thirty-one  for  Van- 
Rensselaer.  and  twenty-five  for  Tomp- 

kins ;  (jerry,  ten  for  Van  Rens- 
selaer, and  seventeen  for  Tompkins ; 

Hanover,  thirty-nine  for  Van  Rensse- 
laer and  sixty-three  lOr  Tompkins. 

The  errors  committed  by  the  Repub- 
lican administration  in  the  conduct  of 

the  war  strengthened  the  Federalists. 
In  Chautauqua  County  they  preserved 
their  organization,  but  their  opposition 

to  the  war,  and  the  'TTartford  Conven- 
tion" finally  prostrated  their  hopes. 

Their  last  real  effort  for  political  su- 
premacy was  made  in  the  gubernatorial 

election  in  1816.  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 

was  the  Republican  candidate  and  Ruf- 
us  King  the  Federalist.  Tompkins  was 

elected.  In  Chautauqua  County  he  re- 
ceived a  majoritv  of  forty-two  votes; 

the  vote  was  as  follows :  Chautauqua, 

Tompkins  73,  King  32  ;  Pomfret,  Tomp- 
kins 35,  King  90;  Ellicott,  Tompkins 

91,  King  56;  Gerry,  Tompkins  i,  King 
I  ;  Hanover,  Tompkins  76,  King  44 ; 

Portland,  Tompkins  46,  King  32;  Rip- 

ley, Tompkins  20,  King  58;  Harmony, 

Tompkins  28,  King  15.  At  this  elec- 
tion Dr.  Jediah  Prendergast  was  elect- 

ed to  the  Assembly  by  the  Republicans. 
He  was  the  first  inhabitant  of  Chautau- 

qua County  to  be  chosen  to  a  legisla- 
tive office.  His  brother,  James  Pren- 

dergast, the  founder  of  lamestown,  the 
candidate  of  the  Federalisis  the  year 
before,  had  been  beaten. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was  one  of  the 
ablest  Governors  that  the  state  had  ever 

had.  P)eing  now  elected  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  L^nited  States,  he  resigned 

in  March,  1817.  DeWitt  Clinton,  an 

eminent  Republican,  was  made  the  Re- 
publican candidate  for  Governor,  to  fill 

the  vacancy.  Clinton  was  very  popular 

in  the  western  part  of  the  state,  because 
of  his  friendship  to  the  projected  canal. 
The  Federalists  had  now  practically 
ceased  to  exist  as  a  party,  and  placed  no 
candidate  against  him.  He  was  elected 
Governor  the  succeeding  April.  In 

Chautauqua  County  he  received  six 
hundred  five  votes,  only  seven  votes 

being  polled  against  him. 
The  Republicans  were  sui3Stantially 

the  only  political  organization  in  the 

state.  It  was  impossible  that  this  con- 
dition could  long  exist.  In  1789  a  so- 

ciety was  founded  in  New  York  City. 
One  of  its  objects  was  to  prevent  the 
consolidation  of  power  in  the  general 
government,  which  it  was  feared  would 
seriously  endanger  the  independence  of 

the  states  and  the  lil)erties  of  the  peo- 
ple. At  first  it  took  no  part  in  politics. 

It  finally  became  a  political  institution, 

taking  ground  with  Thomas  Jefferson, 

and  has  since  become  an  important  fac- 
tor in  state  and  national  politics.  It  was 

allied  to  the  Old  Repul)lican  party,  as 

long  as  that  existed,  and  has  affiliated 
with  its  successor,  the  Democratic 

party,  since  that  time.  It  was  called 

the  "Tammany  Society."  Tammany 
Hall,  the  "Wigwam"  was  erected  for 
its  meetings.  Tammany  proper  is  a 

charitable  and  social  organization,  dis- 
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tinct  from  the  g-eneral  committee  of  the 
Tammany  Democracy.  The  influence 

of  Tammany  Hall  became  opposed  to 
Clinton.  An  order  of  that  society  on 
certain  festal  occasions  wore  the  tail 

of  a  deer  in  their  hats,  and  so  the  op- 
ponents of  Governor  Clinton  came  to 

be  called  "Bncktails,"  which  eventually 
became  the  name  of  a  strong  and  influ- 

ential portion  of  the  old  Republican 
party  in  the  state.  The  supporters  of 
Governor  Clinton  were  Clintonians. 

At  the  election  held  in  April,  1817, 
Dr.  Jediah  Prendergast,  who  had 

served  in  181 6  and  18 17  in  the  Assem- 
bly, and  was  the  first  Assemblyman  to 

represent  his  county,  was  elected  State 
Senator  by  the  Republicans  for  the 

Western  Senatorial  district,  then  com- 
posed of  fifteen  counties.  He  was  the 

first  person  chosen  to  that  body  from 
Chautauqua  County.  His  brother.  Dr. 
John  J.  Prendergast  of  Herkimer,  at 
the  same  time  represented  an  Eastern 

Senatorial  district.  Dr.  Jediah  Pren- 
dergast was  the  son  of  William  Pren- 

dergast, Sr.  In  181 1,  in  partnership 
with  his  brother  Martin,  he  established 

a  store  at  Mayville,  and  in  1813,  anoth- 

er at  the  "Rapids,"  now  Jamestown.  Dr. 
Prendergast  was  a  scientific  scholar  of 
many  accompHshments.  He  numbered 
among  his  friends  Martin  Van  Buren, 

De  Witt  Clinton  and  Peter  R.  Living- 
ston. He  died  March  ist,  1848.  An 

interesting  contest  arose  in  the  Senate 
as  to  whether  Jediah  was  elected  for  a 

full  term  of  four  years  or  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy. He  was  supported  in  his  claim 

for  the  full  term  by  the  Clintonians ; 
the  Bucktails  supported  his  rival,  Isaac 
Wilson,  of  Genessee  County,  to  whom 
was  awarded  the  seat  for  the  full  term. 

Yet,  singularly  enough,  after  that  Dr. 
Prendergast  was  an  ardent  Bucktail. 

At  the  election  in  181 9  Philo  Orton 
of  Pomfret,  a  Clintonian  Republican, 
was  elected  to  the  Assembly.  He  was 
the  second  person  that  had  the  honor 

of  representing  Chautaucpia  County  in 
the  state  Legislature. 

An  election  for  Governor  occurred  in 
1820.  The  Republican  party  now  divided 
into  two  factions  or  parties,  with  lines 
distinctly  drawn,  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Clinton  on  one  side,  and  his  opponents, 
the  Bucktails,  led  by  such  able  men'  as 
Martin  A'an  Buren  and  Samuel  Young, upon  the  other.  Mr.  Tompkins,  whose 
official  term  as  Vice  President  had  now 
come  near  to  a  close,  was  nominated 
by  the  I;]ucktail  meml)crs  of  the  Legis- 

lature for  Governor.  A  very  close  and 
exciting  contest  ensued.  During  the 
campaign  some  leading  Federalists  is- 

sued a  manifesto  declaring  their  inten- 
tion of  uniting  with  the  Republican 

party.  Their  address  is  regarded  as  a 
memorable  document  in  the  political 
history  of  the  state.  Those  who  signed 
it  were  men  of  talent  and  character, 

and  were  long  known  as  the  "Forty- 
eight  High  Minded  Federalists."  Of 
the  body  of  the  Federalists,  now  de- 

serted by  their  leaders,  some  joined  the 
Bucktails  and  some  the  Clintonians,  and 
their  party,  which  had  existed  since  the 
organization  of  the  government,  and 
numbered  among  its  leaders  some  of 

the  most  eminent  and  patriotic  states- 
men of  the  country,  suffered  the  fate, 

that  in  a  really  popular  government  is 
sure  to  befall  the  party  that  is  not  in 

sympathy  with  the  masses,  and  distrusts 
the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the 

people. The  campaign  resulted  in  the  elec- 
tion of  Clinton  as  Governor,  by  a  ma- 

jority of  but  fourteen  hundred  fifty-sev- 
en in  the  state.  The  vote  in  Chautau- 

qua County  was  as  follows  :  Chautau- 
qua gave  Clinton  167  and  Tompkins  115 

votes;  Pomfret,  Clinton  187,  Tompkins 
82;  Ellicott,  Clinton  88,  Tompkins  34; 

Gerrv,  Clinton  67,  Tompkins  28 ;  Han- 
over, Clinton  84,  Tompkins  109 ;  Port- 
land, Clinton  26,  Tompkins  20 ;  Ripley, 

Clinton  82,  Tompkins  35 ;  Harmony, 

Clinton  43,  Tompkins  32.  The  aggregate 
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vote  of  the  county  for  Clinton  was  seven 

hundred  forty-fonr,  for  Tompkins  four 

hunch'ed  fifty-five.  The  election  was 
warmly  contested  in  Chautauqua  coun- 

ty. The  Chautauqua  EagTe,  under  the 
able  management  of  Robert  Y.  Curtis, 

supported  Clinton.  John  Dexter,  a 

leading-  Bucktail,  gave  to  Ciu'tis  and  his 
paper  the  credit  of  having  carried  the 
county  against  Tompkins.  Curtis  says 
that  the  contest  for  Governor  in  the 

county  was  short  and  spirited,  and  was 

conducted  with  courtesy,  and  that  noth- 
ing nersonal  emanated  from  the  writers 

on  either  side. 

Among  those  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture at  this  time  was  Dr.  Elial  T.  Foote. 

For  many  years  afterwards  he  took  an 
active  and  prominent  part,  and  was  a 
leading  and  influential  member  of  the 
Old  Renublican  party.  In  1824  he  was 

appointed  First  Judge  of  the  county  to 
succeed  Zattu  Cushing,  who  was  also  a 

RepubHcan,  and  had  served  thirteen 
years.  Judge  Foote  continued  to  serve 
as  the  First  Judge  of  the  county  for 
nearly  twenty  years. 

At  the  election  held  in  April,  1821, 
to  determine  whether  a  convention 
should  be  held  to  revise  the  constitution 

of  the  state,  eleven  hundred  thirty-four 
votes  were  cast  for  it,  and  one  hundred 

seventy-seven  against  it  in  Chautauqua 
County.  The  election  resulted  in  a 
large  majority  in  the  state  in  favor  of 
the  convention.  The  Constitutional 

Convention  was  composed  of  the  ablest 

body  of  men  that  haa  ever  been  assem- 
bled in  a  single  state.  The  New  Consti- 

tution, the  result  of  their  labor,  made 

radical  alterations.  "By  it,  almost  the 
entire  structure  of  the  state  govern- 

ment was  changed.  Scarcely  a  pillar 

of  the  venerable  fabric  reared  by  the  po- 
litical fathers  of  the  state  was  left  stand- 

ing. The  legislative,  executive  and  ju- 
dicial departments  were  all  remod- 

elled." The  form  of  government  of  the 
state  was  originally  less  democratic 
than  that  of  any  other  state  of  the 

Union.  Cnder  the  first  Constitution 

the  (Governor,  Lieutenant-governor. 
Senators  and  Assemblymen  were  chos- 

en by  electors,  who  were  required  to 
have  a  ])roperty  cjualification.  Nearlv 

all  of  the  other  officers,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  town  and  city  officers,  were  ap- 

pointed by  the  Council  of  Appoint- 
ment, which  consisted  of  the  Governor 

and  four  Senators,  chosen  each  vear  by 

the  Assembly.  Military  officers  and  ju- 
dicial officers  from  the  Chancellor  down 

to  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  nearly 
all  of  the  other  civil  officers  from  heads 

of  departments  down  to  auctioneers,  in- 
cluding District  Attorneys,  Surrogates, 

Sheriffs  and  County  Clerks  were  select- 
ed by  the  Council  of  Appointment.  The 

immense  patronage  of  the  council  ren- 
dered its  powers  liable  to  great  abuse. 

Under  the  new  constitution  the  gov- 
ernment was  made  more  democratic  in 

many  respects  ;  Sheriffs,  County  Clerks 

and  Coroners  were  elected  by  the  peo- 

ple, and  the  appointing  power  was  ma- 
terially altered.  The  time  for  holding 

general  elections  was  changed  from  the 
spring  to  the  first  Monday  and  the  two 
succeeding  days  in  November.  By  an 
amendment  made  to  the  constitution  in 

1826  the  property  qualification  for  vot- 
ers was  abolished,  with  the  exception  of 

colored  persons.  The  least  radical 

changes  were  made  by  the  convention 
of  1 82 1  in  the  judicial  system  of  the 

state.  Although  the  manner  of  appoint- 
ment of  judicial  officers  was  materially 

altered,  none  of  them  was  made  elec- 
tive by  the  people,  and  while  the  courts 

were  reorganized,  the  essential  char- 
acteristics were  retained. 

Although  political  campaigns  were 
conducted  at  this  time  in  the  state  and 

county  with  far  more  bitterness  and 

party  spirit  than  at  the  present  time, 
one  who  studies  the  political  history  of 

those  early  days  cannot  but  be  impress- 
ed with  the  high  standard  of  honor  ob- 

served by  politicians,  and  candidates  for 
office.    At  the  election  in  April,  1821, 
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David  Eason  of  Chautauqua  was  de- 
clared elected  to  the  Assembly,  but 

would  not  accept  the  office  for  the  reas- 
on that  certain  informal  L^allots  had 

been  cast  for  his  opponent,  Judge  Isaac 
Phelps  of  Aurora,  Erie  County,  which 
if  they  had  been  allowed,  would  have 
given  Phelps  the  majority.  Eason  was 
afterwards  elected  to  the  Senate. 

The  Bucktail  wing  of  the  (31d  Repub- 
lican oarty  in  the  fall  election  of  1821 

had  complete  control  of  the  state,  and 

may  properb-  be  called  the  Democratic 
party.  DeWitt  Clinton  having  declined 

being  a  candidate,  they  put  in  nomi- 
nation Judge  Joseph  C.  Y  ates  for  Gov- 
ernor, who  was  elected,  and  almost 

without  opposition  in  Chautaucjua 

County.  Here  he  received  sixteen  hun- 
dred eighty-nine  votes  ;  only  ten  votes 

were  polled  against  him.  The  state  of 
political  sentiment  as  between  the  two 
wings  of  the  Old  Republican  party  in 
Chautauqua  County  was  shown  by  the 
vote  on  County  Clerk.  John  Dexter 
(Bucktail)  was  elected  County  Clerk 
over  Thomas  B.  Campbell  (Clintonian) 

by  four  hundred  forty-five  majority. 

Chautauqua  County  having  been  organ- 
ized into  a  single  Assembly  District, 

James  MuUett,  Jr.,  one  of  the  most  tal- 
ented men  in  Western  New  York,  was 

chosen  to  represent  the  county  in  the 

Assembly,  and  David  Eason  of  Chau- 
tauqua was  chosen  Senator.  He  was 

born  in  Turbot,  Northumberland  Coun- 

ty, April  3,  1771.  He  was  the  first  set- 

tler' and  built  the  first  house  in  Fre- 
donia.  He  was  the  first  Sheriff  of  the 

county,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent 
of  its  early  pioneers.  Elial  T.  Foote 
was  appointed  first  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas. 

The  presidential  election  for  the  year 

1824  was  now  approacnmg.  The  Feder- 
alist Party  being  defunct,  the  Republi- 
cans were  without  opposition.  John 

Quincy  Adams,  William  H.  Crawford. 
Andrew  Jackson,  Henry  Clay  and  John 

C.  Calhoun,  all  Republicans  and  sup- 

porters of  Madison's  administration, 
were  rut  forward  by  their  followers  as 
presidential  candidates. 

Up  to  this  time  it  had  ):>een  the  prac- 
tice of  all  i)olitical  parties  of  the  coun- 

try to  niake  their  nominations  for  Pres- 
ident in  Congressional  caucuses,  and 

not  by  a  convention  of  the  people,  as  at 
the  present  time.  The  former  method 

was  growing  unpopular.  Crawford  had 

the  largest  following  among  the  Mem- 
1)ers  of  Congress,  and  was  the  choice  of 

Martin  \'an  Buren,  and  those  infiucn- 
tial  members  of  the  Bucktail  party  who 
had  now  come  to  1)e  known  as  the  Al- 

bany Regency.  Through  their  influence 
a  legislative  caucus  was  held  on  the 

22nd  of  April,  1823,  of  which  James 
Mullett  of  Chautauqua  was  chosen  sec- 

retary. At  this  meeting  it  was  resolved 
that  Congressional  caucus  nominations 

ought  to  be  supported.  At  a  meeting 
of  a  portion  of  the  Democratic  Mem- 

bers of  Congress,  Crawford  was  nomi- 
nated for  President.  Their  action  was 

held  b\'  the  opposition  as  not  binding 
upon  the  party,  but  fearing  the  great 

influence  of  Martin  \'an  Buren  and  the 
Albany  Regency  upon  the  Legislature, 
which  then  had  the  sole  power  of  choos- 

ing presidential  electors,  they  advocat- 
ed a  choice  of  electors  by  the  people. 

In  the  Legislature  convened  in  1824  the 

electorial  question  was  the  leading  sub- 

ject. A  long  and  exciting  debate  en- 
sued, resultine  in  referring  the  question 

to  a  committee  of  nine,  of  which  Mr. 

Mullett  was  a  member.  He  was  op- 
posed to  Crawford,  and  favored  Clay. 

The  committee  reported  a  bill  giving 

the  power  of  choosing  electors  to  the 

people.  This  was  called  the  "Elector- 
ial Bill."  It  passed  almost  unanimous- 

ly in  the  Assembly,  but  was  defeated  by 
a  vote  of  seventeen  to  fourteen  in  the 

Senate.  Great  popular  excitement 
was  created  by  the  defeat  of  the  bill. 
The  opposition  cast  odium  upon  the 
seventeen  Senators  who  voted  against 

it.     Thev  were  called  the  'Tnfamous 
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Seventeen,"  and  their  names  were  post- 
ed in  l^ar  rooms,  and  pnl)lie  places  in 

black  letter  type,  and  in  newspapers 

snrrounded  b)'  heav)'  1)lack  lines. 
In  Chautau([ua  Connty  the  electorial 

bill  was  po])ular,  and  meetings  were 
held  in  its  support.  The  Censor,  a 
Bucktail  organ,  edited  by  Henry  C. 
Frisbee,  strongly  favored  the  law.  Its 
defeat  had  the  effect  to  make  the  party 

in  power  unpopular.  The  Clintonians. 
and  all  Democrats  opposed  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren  and  the  Albany  Regency,  and 
ODi^osed  to  a  Congressional  caucus, 
now  too-v  upon  themselves  the  name  of 

the  "People's  Party,"  while  they  de- 
nominated the  supporters  of  Crawford 

in  the  state  as  the  "Regency  Party." 
Through  the  influence  of  the  Albany 
Regency,  iJeWitt  Clinton  was  removed 
from  the  office  of  Canal  Commissioner, 

which  created  a  storm  of  indignation, 
extending  to  Chautauqua  County.  It 
had  the  effect  to  make  Clinton  the  can- 

didate for  Governor  of  the  People's 
party  and  he  was  elected  over  Samuel 
Young,  the  candidate  of  the  Regency 
Party,  in  the  fall  of  1824,  bv  a  majority 
of  sixteen  thousand,  nine  hundred  six 
votes. 

In  this  election,  Daniel  G.  Garnsey 
of  Dunkirk  was  elected  to  Congress. 
He  was  the  first  citizen  of  Chautauqua 
County  chosen  to  that  office.  He  was 

a  lawyer  and  first  practiced  his  profes- 
sion in  Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  Coun- 

ties. He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 

Chautauqua  County  at  its  first  court 
held  in  June,  181 1.  He  purchased  the 

land  at  "Chadwick's  Bay"  (Dunkirk) 
and  the  place  for  a  brief  period  was 

known  as  "Garnsey's  Bay."  He  was 
the  first  District  Attorney  resident  in 
the  county,  serving  from  1818  to  1826. 
He  was  Surrogate  from  1813  to  1821. 
He  was  elected  two  terms  to  Congress. 
He  was  a  faithful  representative  and 

obtained  appropriations   for   the  har- 

l)ors  and  lighthouses  for  his  county 

along  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie.  He  af- 
terwards removed  to  Michigan.  He 

died  May  11,  1851,  on  his  way  to  at- 
tend the  Great  Celebration  at  Dunkirk 

of  the  completion  of  the  Krie  Railroad. 
Neither  of  the  candidates  for  Presi- 

dent having  received  a  majority  of  the 

electoral  college,  the  election  was  made 

in  the  House  of  Representatives,  re- 
sulting in  the  choice  of  John  Ouincy 

Adams  for  President. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  Pioneer 
period,  when  the  people  of  the  county 
were  divided  between  Republicans  and 
Federalists,  Chautauqua  County  gave  a 

small  Republican  majority.  Later  in 
the  Pioneer  period,  when  the  Federalist 

party  had  become  extinct,  and  the  peo- 
ple of  the  county  were  divided  between 

Bucktails  and  Clintonians,  the  Bucktails 

or  Tammany  wing,  or  the  Democratic 

party  proper,  were  in  a  decided  major- 
ity, except  when  De  Witt  Clinton  him- 
self was  a  candidate.  He  was  very  pop- 
ular and  always  carried  the  county  by  a 

very  large  majority. 
John  Ouincy  Adams  and  the  defeated 

candidates  for  President  were  all  Re- 

publicans. We  may  now  see  the  be- 
ginning of  the  process  that  eventually 

resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  two 

great  parties  known  as  Whig  and  Dem- 
ocrat, which  for  many  years  contended 

for  supremacy,  and  controlled  the  poli- 
tics of  the  county.  The  supporters  of 

Adams  were  now  designated  as  the 
Adams  or  Administration  party.  Their 

opponents,  including  the  friends  of 
Crawford  and  Calhoun,  were  known  as 

the  opposition  or  Jackson  party.  In 
New  York  De  Witt  Clinton,  the  most 

distinguished  member  of  t-he  People's 
party,  all  the  time  favored  the  election 
of  Jackson,  and  now  Van  Buren,  the 
leader  of  the  Regency  party,  and  the 
Crawford  oartv,  also  decided  to  sup- 

port Jackson  for  the  next  President. 



CHAPTER  X. 

EARLY  EARMING  PERIOD. 

1825  to  1835. 

"Then  there  was  no  favored  aristocracy 
OF  wealtli,  and  so-called  refinement  that 
marks  the  present  day."  "No  sharp  lines 
that  sunder  the  great  heart  of  humanity." 

J.  L.  Bugbee. 

The  people  who  settled  in  the  county 
prior  to  the  completion  of  the  canal, 
were  mostly  frontiersmen  from  the 
western  borders  of  settlements  in  Xew 

York  and  Pennsylvania.  They  possess- 
ed strong  practical  sense  and  native 

ability  fully  equal  to  those  who  came 
after  them.  They  were  accomplished, 

masters  in  woodcraft.  They  could  han- 

dle the  ax  as  deftly  as  a  fencing  mas- 
ter his  foil.  They  were  adepts  in  their 

calling  and  in  all  that  pertained  to  the 
westward  expansion  of  civilization. 

They  brought  with  them  little  skill  in 
husbandry  for  the  gift  requisite  was 
that  of  the  woodsman.  The  land  was 

not  sufficiently  subdued  to  yield  but 

small  crops,  and  but  little  fruit,  conse- 
quently the  sythe  and  plow  remained 

the  whole  year  round  exposed  to  rust 
and  weather,  while  the  ax  was  always 

sharp  and  the  rifle  in  order. 

The  early  pioneers  were  generous 

and  hospitable.  The  latch  string  al- 

ways hung  out.  Isolated  in  the  wild- 
erness, subject  to  common  hardships, 

participating  in  the  same  simple  enjoy- 
ments and  living  in  complete  social 

equality,  caused  true  friendship,  and 

genuine  benevolence  to  be  cultivated 
and  to  be  universal.  Wealth  was  not 

regarded  as  a  passport  to  respectabil- 
ity. The  new-comer  was  treated  with 

a  cordial  welcome.  No  unjust  or  dis- 

paraging reflections  were  indulged  in. 

hut  he  was  received  as  an  equal,  and 
assumed  to  be  in  every  way  worthy 

until  found  otherwise.  All  lent  a  help- 
ing hand  to  assist  him,  to  build  his 

cabin,  and  to  make  his  first  clearing. 

Often  did  it  happen  that  men  of  doubt- 
ful character,  who  settled  among 

them,  by  such  fair  and  generous  treat- 
ment were  made  good  citizens,  and 

maintained  ever  after  fair  characters. 

The  people  who  emigrated  to  Chau- 
tauqua after  the  1)uilding  of  the  canal 

differed  in  certain  respects  from  those 
who  came  before  them.  They  were  not 

so  poor.  1  he  prospect  for  a  market  for 
the  surplus  products  of  the  soil,  and 
other  signs  of  coming  prosperity  invited 

people  from  Xew  England  and  from 
communities  in  other  settled  localities, 

who  brought  with  them  more  means, 
and  the  habits  of  economy  and  thrift 

that  prevailed  in  the  east.  These  new 

comers  were  better  skilled  in  hus- 
bandrv,  and  consequently  better  fitted 

for  the  changed  condition  of  the  coun- 
tr}',  which  had  now  advanced  from  a 

backwoods  state,  and  become  a  "farm- 

ing country,"  although  there  were  sev- eral towns  almost  entirely  covered  by 
forests. 

Many  of  the  old  settlers,  unfitted  by 
their  habits  of  life  to  these  changed 

conditions,  or  pressed  into  debt,  sold 

their  improvements  at  a  loss,  to  the 
more  thriftv  new  comers  and  sough) 
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more  congenial  homes  in  the  west,  and 

the  simple  and  hearty  ways  of  the 

pioneers  that  remained,  were  gradual- 

ly supplanted  hy  the  more  convention- 
al and  less  genuine  manners  of  tho 

farmers  that  followed  them. 

The  period  in  the  history  of  the 
county  that  followed  the  completion  of 
the  Erie  Canal  may  be  called  the 

"Early  Earming  Period."  It  continued 
a  little  over  twenty-five  years,  and  last- 

ed until  the  first  railroad  of  the  county 
was  built  into  Dunkirk.  During  this 

period  the  county  was  being  rapidly 
cleared  of  its  forests,  and  increased  in 

its  population,  far  more  rapidly  than 
it  has  at  any  time  before  or  since.  By 

the  state  census  of  1825,  the  popula- 
tion of  the  fifteen  towns  of  the  county 

was  20,639,  3.n  increase  of  5,371  or 

more  than  thirty-three  per  cent,  in  the 
five  years.  We  shall  see  hereafter 
what  was  the  rate  of  increase  during 

the  five  succeeding  years.  Jamestown 

in  January,  1827,  had  three  hundred 

and  ninety-three  inhabitants,  and  was 
that  year  incorporated  the  first  village. 

The  opening  of  communication  be- 
tween the  east  and  this  distant  western 

country  now  began  to  stimulate  the 
enterprise  of  the  county. 

In  1825,  Capt.  Gilbert  Ballard  was 
running  a  stage  wagon  three  times  a 
week  upon  the  mail  route  between 
Jamestown  and  Mayville.  The  only 
other  route  in  the  county  upon  which 

stage  wagons  were  run  was  that  be- 
tween Buffalo  and  Erie.  Twice  a  week 

over  this  route  Col.  Nathaniel  Bird 

was  carrying  passengers  and  the  mail. 
The  road  for  miles  east  of  the  Cattar- 

augus creek  for  many  years  was  ex- 
tremely bad  and  sometimes  impassa- 

ble. The  "Eour-Mile  woods,  Cattar- 
augus creek  and  Cashes  tavern  in  the 

present  town  of  Brant,  were  the  dread 
of  all  travellers.  Roads  and  the  facili- 

ties for  transportation  were  at  this 
time  the  great  need  of  the  inhabitants 

of  the  southern  and  western  counties 

of  the  state.  While  the  canal  was  be- 
ing built  from  the  Hudson  at  Albany 

through  the  central  part  of  the  state., 
to  Lake  Erie  at  Buffalo,  the  inhabitants 

of  the  southern  tier  of  counties,  by  per- 
sistent effort,  secured  the  passage  of  a 

bill  by  the  legislature  for  a  survey  of  a 
state  road  through  those  counties  from 
the  lower  Hudson  to  Lake  Erie.  This 

may  be  said  to  be  the  beginning  of  a 

movement  that  resulted  twenty-five 
years  later,  in  the  building  of  the  New 

York  and  Erie  roalroad.  The  survey- 
ors of  the  state  road  arrived  at  Dun- 

kirk Dec.  24,  1825,  and  completed 
their  survey  to  the  foot  of  the  wharf. 

Dunkirk  had  then  only  about  fifty  in- 
habitants. 

In  1826  Walter  Smith,  a  young  mer- 
chant of  Fredonia,  scarcely  twenty- 

five  years  of  age,  who,  through  his  en- 
terprise and  business  capacity,  had 

been  able  in  this  backwoods  region  to 

accomplish  the  sale  of  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods  in  a 

single  year  of  trade  in  Fredonia,  and 
had  furnished  the  supplies  for  all  the 

United  States  forts  and  garrisons  of 

the  great  lakes,  almost  entirely  from 
the  farming  products  of  Chautauqua, 
as  the  result  of  his  sales,  was  attracted 

to  Dunkirk,  by  the  fact  of  its  fine  har- 
bor, which  opened  to  navigation  two 

weeks  earlier  than  Buffalo,  and  the 

prospect  that  it  would  be  the  western 
termination  of  the  state  road.  In  1825 

he  bought  the  undivided  half  of  the 

Dunkirk  property  for  ten  thousand 
dollars,  and  immediately  turned  his 

energy  and  business  ability  to  build- 
ing up  the  place.  The  few  steam- 

boats that  made  voyages  up  and  down 
the  lake  he  induced  to  stop  at  Dunkirk. 

The  "Pioneer,"  a  well  known  steam- 
boat in  its  day,  carried  passengers  and 

made  daily  trips  between  Buffalo  and 

Dunkirk.  A  line  of  stages  was  estab- 
lished between  Dunkirk  and  Erie  by 
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way  of  Fredonia  and  Westtield  con- 
necting with  the  Pioneer,  thus  avoid- 

ing the  1)ad  roads  between  Buffalo  and 

Cattaraugus.  At  Erie,  this  hue  con- 

nected with  a  hue  of  stages  for  Pitts- 
hurg  and  another  for  Cleveland.  By 
these  routes  nearly  all  the  travel  passed 
between  these  points.  In  1825  Obed 
Edson  and  Reuben  Scott  established 

a  semi-weekly  line  of  stages  between 
Fredonia  and  Jamestown.  A  little 
later  Mr.  Smith  induced  Mr.  Edson  and 
Walter  Eaton  to  extend  the  route  in  a 

tion  of  Lake  Erie.  I  n  1828,  throu2"h 
the  efforts  of  Garnsey,  a  beacon  Hght 
was  constructed  at  Silver  Creek,  and 
about  the  same  time  Barcelona  was 

made  a  port  of  entry  and  a  lighthouse 
erected  there  which  was  lighted  by  nat- 

ural gas  carried  in  wooden  pump  logs 
from  a  celebrated  spring  not  far  away. 

Cattaraugus,  Mayville  and  Barcelona 
were  early  surveyed  into  village  lots 
by  the  Holland  Land  Company.  No 

places  in  the  county  were  regarded  at 
first,  of  so  much  importance  as  these, 

THE  LIGHTHOUSE  AT  BARCELONA. 

daily  line  from  Dunkirk  to  Warren 
Pa. 

Also  through  Mr.  Smith's  influence 
and  active  efforts  Daniel  Garnsey  wa; 

elected  to  Congress  that  he  might  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  Dunkirk.  Garnsey 

was  the  first  Member  of  Congress  ever 

elected  from  Chautauqua  County.  Garn- 
sey procured  an  appropriation  from 

Congress  and  work  was  commenced 

on  a  light  house  at  Dunkirk  in  1827. 
This  was  the  first  expenditure  made  in 

Chautauqua  for  improving  the  naviga- 

and  Barcelona  was  for  some  years  a 

place  of  considerable  trade.  Gervis 
Foot  was  most  energetic  and  effective 
in  promoting  its  fortunes.  In  1831  the 

steamboat,  "William  Peacock,"  was 
1)uilt  by  citizens  of  Westfield,  to  ply  be- 

tween Erie,  Barcelona  and  Buffalo.  A 
brick  hotel  was  erected  and  five  stores 

were  doing  a  brisk  trade  about  that 
time. 

,  Among  other  enterprises  Walter 
Smith  conceived  the  plan  of  opening 

the  Cassadaga  and  Conewango  to  keel 
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boats.  Men  were  hired  to  clear  out 

the  obstructions  for  the  navii^'ation  of 
these  streams,  and  a  trip  or  two  was 

made  1)y  a  keel  boat  twenty-five  feet 

long-  loaded  with  merchandise  between 
Warren  and  Cassadaga.  The  Cassadaga 
was  so  small  when  the  obstructions 

were  removed  and  the  stream  so  crook- 

ed that  navigation  was  found  imprac- 
ticable. 

In  1828,  the  Holland  Land  Company 

sold  sixty  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
the  eastern  and  south-eastern  towns  ot 

the  county  to  Levi  Beardsley,  James 
O.  Morse  and  Alvan  Stewart.  The) 

were  known  as  the  Cherry  Valley 
Company. 

And  now  (|uite  an  important  event 
occurred  in  the  southern  part  of  the 

county.  In  1828,  Chautauqua  lake  was 
first  navigated  by  steam.  It  was  then  the 
highest  1)ody  of  water  so  navigated  in 
the  world.  Before  the  settlement  of  the 

county  it  had  been  made  a  means  of 
communication  between  the  great  lakes 
and  the  Ohio,  and  immediately  after 
the  settlement  was  much  used  as  a 

means  of  transit.  In  the  winter  when, 

the  lake  was  surrounded  by  a  wilder- 
ness and  the  country  around  it  trav- 
ersed by  but  few  roads,  and  those  rude- 

ly made,  the  people  travelled  upon  the 
ice.  In  the  summer,  families  with 

their  household  goods,  were  carried 
over  its  waters  to  points  nearest  their 
destination  in  canoes.  Provisions  and 

goods  and  other  commodities  were 

carried  in  this  way  from  Pittsburg  to 
iVlayville.  A  very  large  canoe,  made 

from  a  pine  tree  over  five  feet  in  diam- 

eter, was  launched  at  "Miles  Landing" 
ill  i8o5.  For  many  years  it  was  the 

largest  craft  on  the  lake,  and  was  con- 
siderably used  for  carrying  purposes. 

Large  quantities  of  salt  from  the  salt 

springs  of  New  York  were  transported 
southward  from  Mayville  over  the  lake 

to  Jamestown  in  a  large  scow  or  flat- 
boat    built    by    Judge  Prendergast, 

thence  in  keel  and  Derham  boats  down 

the  river.  In  1824,  Elisha  Allen  built 
a  curious  boat  propelled  by  horses 

which  was  called  a  horse  boat.  It  oc- 
casionally navigated  the  lake  during 

the  period  of  a  year  but  was  finally 
aljandoned  as  it  had  proved  a  failure. 

In  1827  Alvin  Plumb  formed  a  com- 
pany and  built  the  first  steamboat  that 

navigated  the  lake.  It  was  an  excel- 

lent boat  and  was  named  the  ''Chau- 
tauqua." She  was  launched  at  James- 

town amidst  the  firing  of  cannon.  The 

act  was  witnessed  by  a  great  many  peo- 

ple assembled  from  the  surrounding- 
county.  She  made  her  first  trip  to 
Mayville  the  Fourth  of  July,  1828. 

In  1829,  the  village  of  Fredonia  was 
incorporated.  This  year  also  marks 

the  beginning  of  the  temperance  re- 
form in  Chautauqua  County.  In  1829 

the  "Chautauqua  County  Temperance 

Society"  as  auxiliary  to  the  state  so- 
ciety, was  organized  at  Mayville.  Judge 

E.  T.  Foote  was  chosen  president.  The 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors  previous  to 
that  time  was  universal  in  the  harvest 

field,  at  house  raisings,  logging  bees, 

on  training  and  election  days,  and  on 

^all  occasions  where  there  was  an  as- 
semblying  of  the  people.  Spirituous 
liquors  were  purchased  by  the  gallon, 
sometimes  by  the  barrel,  and  kept  for 

family  use.  On  most  public  occasions 
it  was  deemed  indispensable,  and  also 

in  public  bodies,  by  officials  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties. 

In  1829  stage  wagons  had  been  sup- 

planted, and  post  coaches  were  run- 
ning regularly  and  carrying  the  dailv 

mail  over  the  entire  route  between 

Buffalo  and  Erie  by  Rufus  S.  Reed  of 
Erie,  Thomas  G.  Abell  of  Fredonia,  and 
Bela  D.  Coe  of  Buffalo.  Ballards 

stages  were  carrying  the  daily  mail 
from  Jamestown  to  Mayville,  alternate 

ing  on  the  east  and  west  side  of  the 

lake.  The  next  year  Mayville  was  in- 
corporated as  a  village. 
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Five  years  had  now  elapsed  since  the 
Erie  Canal  was  completed,  and  never 
before  or  since  has  the  county  made 

such  progress,  or  increased  so  rapidly 

in  population  as  during  those  five 

years.  By  the  United  States  census 
taken  in  1830,  the  population  was 

34,671,  an  increase  of  14,032,  since  the 
enumeration  in  1825,  or  68  per  cent, 

in  five  years.  The  population  of  James- 
town had  more  than  doubled  during 

the  preceding  years,  and  was  in  June 

of  that  year  884.  IJunkirk  had  in- 
creased six  fold ;  its  population  was 

300.  The  population  of  Erie  County 
including  Buffalo,  which  had  then 

8,668  inhabitants,  was  by  the  same  cen- 
sus found  to  be  35,719,  or  about  the 

same  as  that  of  Chautauqua.  More 

than  30,000  inhabitants  resided  outside 

of  its  villages.  The  country  population 
of  this  county  was  considerably  greater 

in  1830,  than  the  country  population  of 

Erie  County  at  that  time.  It  is  sur- 
prising to  learn  that  thirty  years  after 

the  first  settlement  of  the  county,  sev- 

enty years  ago,  the  country  population 
of  Chautauqua  County  was  about  the 
same  as  it  is  at  the  present  time.  Much 

the  larger  proportion  of  the  inhabitants 
now  reside  in  the  cities  of  Jamestown 
and  Dunkirk,  and  the  many  villages  of 

the  county  and  yet  the  cleared  lands  in 

1830  were  far  less  in  extent  than  the 

area  of  improved  land  at  the  present 
time.  The  wilderness  then  covered  a 

large  portion  of  the  county,  and  bears 

and  wolves  were  often  seen,  wild  tur- 

kevs  yet  roamed  in  the  woods,  and  deer 

strayed  even  to  the  vihage  limits,  roads 

were  not  as  numerous  as  now,  and 

dwelling  houses  were  less  frequent 

along  the  highways.  The  numerous 

population  of  the  county  at  that  time 

is  explained  by  the  fact  that  famiUes 

were  universally  larger  than  at  the 

present  time.  There  were  often  ten 
or  more  children  in  a  single  family. 

Schoolhouses  were  full  to  overflowing 

in  districts  now  depopulated  of  child- 

ren, and  which  have  scarcely  a  sufii- 
cient  number  to  warrant  the  employ- 

ment of  a  teacher. 

In  1 83 1  great  quantities  of  pot  and 
pearl  ashes  were  manufactured  among 
the  hills.  Every  settlement  large 

enough  to  have  a  store,  had  also  an 
ashery  connected  with  the  store,  where 

potash  and  sometimes  pearl  ash  were 
manufactured,  and  ashes  received  in 

pay  for  goods  and  groceries.  The  ex- 
ports from  the  northern  and  middle  por- 
tions of  the  county  consisted  of  large 

amounts  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  in 
which  Walter  Smith  was  a  principal 

dealer.  Many  horses  and  cattle  were 
also  exported  from  the  county. 

Lumbering  was  the  leading  industry 

in  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  county. 
Thickly  scattered  over  the  hills,  and 
more  abundantly  gathered  along  the 

streams'  and  lowlands  in  this  part  of 

the  county,  grew  that  majestic  and  use- 
ful forest  tree,  the  white  or  Weymouth 

ipinc.  These  trees  grew  tall  and 

straight  eighty  or  one  hundred  feet 
without  a  limb,  then  sending  out  a  few 

branches,  they  formed  a  tufted  top ; 

they  towered  far  above  the  surround- 
ing forest.  At  maturity  they  were 

three  to  five  feet  in  diameter,  often 

more.  They  grew  to  the  height  of 

one  hundred  and  fifty  and  even  two 

hundred  feet.  The  lumber  manufac- 
tured from  the  white  pine  was  most 

beautiful  in  appearance  and  excellent 

in  quality.  These  pine  trees  grew  in 
all  the  towns  south  of  the  Ridge,  but 

more  abundantly  in  the  southeastern 

ones.  A  dense  pine  forest  twelve  miles 

square,  covered  Carroll,  Poland,  Elli- 
cott  and  Kiantone,  the  site  of  James- 

town and  part  of  Busti.  These  mon- 
archs  of  the  woods  have  now  nearly 

disappeared,  and  in  a  few  years  no  ves- 

tige will  remain.  Soon  there  will  be 

no  one  living  who  has  seen  this  majes- 

tic forest  of  pines,  which  once  stood 
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with  ranks  nnbrokcn  in  places  where 
now  are  green  meadows. 

There  were  many  saw  mills  in  opera- 
tion in  Carroll,  Poland,  Ellicott  and  in 

other  towns  in  which  pine  trees  grew. 
The  principal  ones  were  those  of  Judge 

Prendergast  at  Jamestown,  the  mills 

at  Kennedy,  at  Worksburg  and  Frews- 
burg.  The  Kennedy  mills  sawed  three 
millions  or  four  millions  of  feet  annual- 

ly, as  did  also  the  Jamestown  mills. 
Of  the  immense  quantity  of  lumber 

manufactured  at  these  mills,  all  except 

that  used  for  home  consumption,  for 

years  went  down  the  Allegheny  to  sup- 
ply the  southern  market.  Often  it  sold 

there  for  no  more  than  it  cost  to  man- 

ufacture and  transport  it.  An  import- 

ant part  of  lumbering  was  the  trans- 
portation of  the  boards  and  shingles 

to  market.  They  were  rafted  down  the 

Allegheny  and  sold  at  Pittsburg,  Cin- 
cinnati, Louisville,  and  other  points 

along  the  Ohio.  Sometimes  they  were 
shipped  down  the  Mississippi  and  sold 
in  New  Orleans,  ihe  lumber  that  was 

gathered  along  the  Conewango,  Cassa- 
daga,  Goose  Creek,  Chautaucjua  lake 
and  outlet  and  the  Stillwater  was  first 
rafted  to  Warren.  The  rafts  were  all 

constructed  in  sections.  A  tier  of  six- 
teen feet  boards  were  laid  down,  and 

another  course  crossways  upon  that 
and  so  on  until  the  reciuired  number 

of  tiers  were  obtained.  This  was  called 

a  "platform"  and  was  firmly  fastened 

together  by  means  of  "grubs." 
For  a  June,  or  "Light  fresh"  or 

flood,  a  platform  of  twelve  courses  was 

laid.  For  a  spring  or  "deep  fresh," 
twenty-six  courses  were  laid.  Five  of 
these  platforms  in  line,  hitched  to- 

gether by  "coupling  planks"  usually 
constituted  a  sufficient  raft  for  the 

Cassadaga  and  the  Conewango  above 

Kennedy  Mills.  Below  Kennedy's  two 
of  these  rafts  were  usually  coupled  to- 

gether, one  behind  the  other.  Manned 

by  two  men  they  would  run  down  to 

Warren.  At  Warren  six  of  these  Cone- 

wango rafts,  containing  about  sixty 

])latforms,  would  be  united  by  ''coup- 
ling planks"  and  made  to  form  one 

solid  raft  which  was  called  an  "Alle- 

gheny fleet."  An  ''Allegheny  fleet"  was 
usually  manned  by  a  pilot,  ten  men  and 
a  cook.  When  the  raft  arrived  at  Pitts- 

burg, two  and  sometimes  as  many  as 
five  of  those  large  Allegheny  fleets 
would  be  coupled  together  to  form  an 
Ohio  fleet. 

To  guide  a  raft,  strong  athletic  men- 
were  needed  for  a  crew,  those  who 

could  pull  quickly,  at  the  heavy  oars 

when  recjuired.  Much  skill  and  a  thor- 

ough knowledge  of  the  river  was  nec- 

essary for  the  "pilot,"  or  person  in 
charge  of  the  raft.  Ihe  want  of  these 

qualifications  often  resulted  in  ship- 
wreck, and  the  loss  of  lumber  to  the 

owners.  Pilots  were  picked  men,  who 
made  it  the  business  of  their  lives  to 

run  the  river  during  the  rafting  sea- 
son. They  all  knew  its  windings,  its 

channels  and  its  shallows.  The  In- 

dians of  the  Allegany  reservation  were 

good  raftsmen,  and  often  made  good 
pilots.  Among  the  many  good  pilots 

whose  services  were  in  constant  re- 
(juisition,  were  James  Young,  Freedom 

'Morey,  John  Sheldon,  John  Fenton, 

Luther  Clerk,  "Joe"  Jennison,  "Hank" 
Johnson  and  Jesse  Dean. 

Harrison  Persons,  familiarly  known 

as  "The  Old  General,"  a  fine  typical 
specimen  of  a  river  pilot,  still  lives  at 

the  age  of  ninety-four  years  in  the  town 
of  Ellery,  which  has  been  his  home  for 
over  seventy  years.  His  first  voyage 
down  the  Allegheny  upon  a  raft  was 

made  in  1827.  For  fifty  years  he  fol- 
lowed this  vocation  without  a  single 

year's  omission.  In  one  year  he  went 
down  the  river  as  many  as  nine  times. 
After  the  third  year  he  went  in  charge 

of  the  rafts  as  pilot,  receiving  from  one 
hundred  to  two  hundred  dollars  for  his 

services  each  trip.    His  last  voyage  was 
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made  in  1876  when  he  was  sixty-eight 
years  of  age.  He  has  made  in  all  two 

hnndred  forty-seven  trips  down  the 

Allegheny  and  Ohio.  Before  the  per- 
iod of  railroads  and  stage  coaches,  rafts- 

men were  accustomed  to  walk  to  their 

homes  at  the  headwaters  of  the  Alle- 

gheny after  their  trips.  On  his  return 
journey  Mr.  Persons  has  walked  from 
Beaver  below  Pittsburg  to  Chautauqua 

County  one  hundred  forty-three  differ- 
ent times.  In  1840  he  walked  from 

Wellsville,  Ohio,  to  his  home  ni  Ellery 
in  three  days,  averaging  sixty  miles  a 

day.  When  in  his  prime  he  was  a  pow- 
erful and  resolute  man,  six  feet  six  in- 

ches in  height,  straight  and  well  pro- 
portioned. 

The  raftsmen  were  often  rough  men, 
accustomed  to  hard  fare,  and  not  averse 

to  hard  blows.  No  vigorous  young 

man  within  the  lumbering  districts  re- 
garded his  education  as  complete  until 

he  had  had  a  taste  of  the  rough  Hfe 
of  a  raftsman  ;  had  a  pull  at  an  oar,  and 
had  encountered  the  hardships  and 
sometimes  the  perils  of  the  river.  Most 

young  men  desired  at  least  once  to  look 
upon  the  beautiful  and  picturesque 
scenery  of  the  Allegheny,  to  descend 
with  its  smooth  flowing  current,  now 

gliding  in  the  shadow  of  some  lofty 

headland,  now  drifting  along  some  gen- 
tly-sloping shore,  finally  to  float  out  on 

the  broad  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  the 

Mississippi.  Before  steam  communi- 
cation was  established  the  most  prac- 
ticable route  to  the  west  was  by  the 

river,  and  the  raft  was  the  most  feasi- 
ble transport  for  passengers.  It  was 

common  for  young  men  seeking  their 
fortunes,  and  families  seeking  homes., 

to  embark  upon  this  craft  for  the  "far 
west."  Rafts  were  also  used  in  early 
years  for  the  transportation  of  merch- 

andise down  the  river.  Shingles,  lath, 

tubs  and  pails,  window  sash,  agricul- 
tural implements  and  other  articles 

were  shipped  in  immense  quantities  to 
southern  markets. 

The  business  of  lumbering  in  its  var- 
ious branches,  from  cutting  the  trees 

in  the  forest  until  it  was  marketed 
down  the  river,  was  a  school  in  which 

a  host  of  energetic  business  men  were 

educated.  The  prosperity  of  James- 
town and  all  the  southeastern  part  of 

the  county  is  due  to  the  active  enter- 
prise of  these  men.  Commencing  with 

Dr.  Thomas  R.  Kennedy,  Edward 

Work,  James  Prendergast,  John  and 

James  Frew,  a  long  list  of  names  fol- 
lows, which  stand  for  business  talenl 

and  energy :  The  Fentons,  Garfields.. 

Silas  and  Jehiel  Tifl^any,  the  Budlongs, 
the  Halls,  Alvin  Plumb,  the  Myerses, 
the  Dexters,  Joseph  Clark,  DollofT, 
Aiken  and  many  others. 

The  reputation  of  these  enterprising 
men  of  the  county,  who  received  their 
business  training  in  the  lumber  trade, 

often  extended  beyond  the  limits  of 

the  county.  Many  of  them  were  known 
in  Western  New  York,  in  Pittsburg 
and  Cincinnati.  Some  acquired  a  state 

and  even  a  national  reputation  in  othei 
fields.  Reuben  E.  Fenton,  Governor  of 
New  York,  and  United  States  Senator, 

gained  his  first  success  as  a  lumberman. 

Philetus  Sawyer,  United  States  Sena- 
tor from  Wisconsin,  in  early  life  worked 

as  a  hand  in  the  sawmills  at  Kennedy 

and  at  Jamestown.  The  production  of 

luml)er  in  the  country  around  the  head- 

waters of  the  Allegheny  has  now  dwin- 
dled to  a  small  amount  and  the  trans- 

portation is  principally  made  by  rail- 
road. Occasionally  a  timber  raft  and 

sometimes  an  old-fashioned  raft  of 
l)oards  may  1)e  seen  passing  Oil  creek 
in  the  rafting  season  where  forty  or 

fifty  years  ago  fifty  and  even  one  hun- 
dred rafts  would  pass  in  a  day.  At 

Cincinnati,  then  the  great  lumber  mar- 
ket of  the  west,  one  could  walk  for  eight 

or  nine  miles  without  interruption  upon 

the  rafts  as  they  were  tied  to  the  shore. 
The  business  of  the  county  in  183 1  had 

grown  so  great,  especially  in  the  lum- 
ber section,  that  the  people  began  to 
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feel  the  need  of  a  1)ank  to  facilitate  com- 
mercial transactions.  Jamestown  had 

then  nearly  one  thousand  hihabitants, 

eleven  stores,  one  woolen  factory,  one 

grist  mill,  with  three  runs  of  stone,  one 

gang-  sawmill,  three  common  sawmills, 
two  printing  offices,  and  a  number  of 
mechanical  establishments.  It  was  the 
commercial  center  of  a  tract  of  country 

as  large  as  Chautaucjua  County,  which 
included  a  part  of  Cattaraugus  and 

Pennsylvania,  that  was  exporting  an- 
nually forty  million  feet  of  boards, 

iplank  and  sawed  timber,  fifty  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  lath,  shingles,  sash  and 

other  merchandise  to  southern  mar- 
kets. It  was  estimated  that  about  two 

hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  worth  of 

merchandise  was  annually  imported  in- 
to it. 

The  United  States  branch  bank  at 

Buffalo,  and  a  state  bank  at  Lockport, 
were  the  nearest  banking  institutions. 
There  was  no  bank  in  the  southern  tier 

between  Orange  on  the  Hudson  and 
Lake  Erie.  Lumbermen  were  obliged 
to  send  to  Buffalo,  Canandaigua,  and 
sometimes  even  to  Catskill  to  procure 

cash  to  pay  their  hands,  and  other  ex- 
penses of  shipping  their  lumber.  Judge 

E.  T.  Foote  was  at  this  time  a  Mem- 

ber of  Assembly  for  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty. Through  his  energetic  efforts,  as- 

sisted b^'  those  of  J.  E.  and  Benjamin 
Budlong,  Samuel  Barrett,  Alvin  PlumI). 

Henry  Baker,  Guy  C.  Irvine,  Silas  Tif- 
fany, Samuel  A.  Brown  and  others,  thj 

first  bank  was  established  at  James- 
town. The  enterprise  was  set  on  foot 

partly  as  a  political  move  undertaken 

by  the  Democrats  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  the  party  in  the  county  by  secur- 

ing to  the  people  the  benefits  of  a  bank- 
ing institution.  With  much  dif^culty  ii 

was  accomplished.  It  was  called  tlie 

"Chautauqua  County  Bank"  and  was 
incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 

ture passed  in  1831.  It  was  organized 

under  the  safety  fund  act,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 

with  the  'privilege  of  issuing  bills  to 
twice  the  amount  of  its  capital.  Elial  T. 
Foote  was  the  first  president  and  Arad 

Joy  the  cashier.  This  bank  is  the  oldest 

in  the  county  and  has  existed  over  sev- 

enty years. 
The  Legislature  in  April,  1831,  pass- 

ed an  act  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
debt.  This  change  in  the  law  produced 

a  most  favorable  effect  upon  the  busi- 
ness conditions  of  the  county. 

The  defeat  of  the  state  road  by  the 
Legislature  was  the  beginning  of  the 

agitation  of  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road through  the  southern  tier  of  coun- 

ties. Long  years  of  doubt  and  des- 
pondency were  destined  to  pass  how- 

ever before  the  consummation  of  this 

great  enterprise,  so  important  to  the 

prosperity  of  the  county.  Nearly  twen- 
ty years  later  the  road  was  completed 

and  another  era  of  prosperity  com- 
menced, like  that  when  the  Erie  Canal 

opened  to  commerce.  Walter  Smith 
was  one  of  the  first  projectors  of  the 
New  York  and  Erie  Railroad,  and  the 

leading  and  most  efficient  man  in  the 
state  to  promote  it.  He  spent  the 

greater  -  art  of  the  winter  of  1831  and 
1832  in  Albany,  bringing  the  import- 

ance of  the  road  to  the  attention  of  the 

Legislature  and  it  was  largely  through 

his  efforts,  that  the  railroad  was  char- 
tered April  24,  1832.  By  his  influence 

a  clause  was  incorporated  in  the  charter 

requiring  the  running  of  a  certain  num- 
ber of  trains  into  Dunkirk  daily,  thus 

securing  to  it  permanently  and  beyond 
contingency  the  benefit  of  the  road, 
-he  wisdom  of  this  provision  is  now 

apparent. Hon.  Richard  P.  Marvin  was  also  one 

of  the  first  citizens  of  the  county  to  ap- 
preciate the  importance  of  a  railroad, 

and  one  of  the  first  to  make  efforts  to 

secure  it.  He  addressed  a  meeting  held 

at  Jamestown  as  early  as  September  20, 
1831,  of  which  Judge  Elial  T.  Foote  was 
chairman,  at  which  it  was  resolved  that 

application  should  be  made  to  the  Leg- 
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islatiire  for  a  charter.  This  was  the 

first  pubhc  movement  made  in  refer- 
ence to  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail- 

road. It  was  through  his  efforts  that 

the  important  provision  was  incorpor- 
ated in  its  charter,  that  the  termination 

of  the  road  at  Lake  Erie  should  be  at 

some  point  between  Cattaraugus  Creek 
and  the  Pennsylvania  state  line.  The 
preliminary  survey  was  made  in  1832. 
by  DeWitt  Clinton,  Jr.  At  that  time 
there  were  1)ut  five  thousand  miles  of 
railroad  in  the  world. 

In  1832  the  county  poorhouse  was 
erected.  A  farm  had  been  purchased 
near  Dewittville  and  near  the  east 

shore  of  Chautauqua  Lake  for  nine  hun- 
dred dollars.  A  substantial  brick  coun- 

tyhouse  ninety-four  feet  long  and  thir- 
ty-five feet  wide  was  erected  upon  it  at 

the  expense  of  thirty-five  hundred  dol- 
lars. December  21,  1832,  it  was  opened 

to  paupers.  Its  first  boarder  was  Jacob 
Lockwood,  a  lunatic,  who  remained 

there  a  permanent  boarder  for  over 
thirty  years.  The  first  keeper  of  the 
poorhouse  was  William  Gifford.  He 
was  succeeded  by  WilHam  M.  Wagoner 
of  Gerry.  John  G.  Palmiter,  Nicholas 
Kessler,  A.  M.  P.  Maynard  and  Willard 

Wood  were  early  keepers  of  the  poor- 
house. Abiram  Orton,  William  Pren- 

dergast,  Solomon  Jones,  Thomas  B. 
Campbell  and  Jonathan  Hedges  were 
appointed  the  first  Superintendents  of 

the  Poor ;  all  men  of  worth  and  promi- 
nence. 

The  prison  rooms  in  the  old  court- 
house were  too  contracted,  had  become 

dilapidated  and  insufficient  for  the  de- 
tention of  prisoners  so  that  by  an  act 

of  the  Legislature  passed  March  22, 

1832,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  was  re- 

quired to  raise  the  sum  of  thirty-five 
hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 

building  a  jail.  Fifteen  hundred  dollars 
was  subsequently  added  to  this  amount, 
and  a  building  erected  in  Mayville  of 

brick,  sixty  feet  in  length,  thirty-five  in 
width  and  two  stories  high.     It  was 

well  constructed  and  was  then  believed 

to  be  "impervious  alike  to  assaults  from 
without  and  pentup  knavery  within." 

Twenty  years  had  now  elapsed  since 
the  courthouse  was  erected  and  many 
of  the  citizens  felt  the  need  of  a  larger 
and  better  structure.  Upon  their  sug- 

gestion an  act  was  passed  directing  the 
building  of  a  new  courthouse.  By  this 
act  Thomas  B.  Campbell,  William,  Pea- 

cock and  Martin  Prendergast  were  ap- 
pointed commissioners  to  contract  for 

and  superintend  its  erection  and  the 

Board  of  Supervisors  was  required  to 
assess  and  collect  five  thousand  dollars 

for  the  purpose.  The  commissioners 
contracted  with  Benjamin  Rathburn  of 
Buffalo  for  erecting  the  exterior  of  the 
building.  This  work  was  done  the  same 

summer  and  was  accepted  by  the  com- 
missioners. The  Board  of  Supervisors 

at  its  adjourned  meeting  in  December. 

1834,  by  a  resolution  "disapproved  of 
the  act  of  the  commissioners  in  ex- 

pending the  whole  sum  of  fifteen  thous- 
and dollars  upon  the  exterior  of  the 

building,"  and  asked  the  Legislature  to 
"remove  William  Peacock  and  Martin 
Prendergast  from  the  commission,  and 
appoint  Elial  T.  Foote  and  Leverett 

Barker  in  their  stead."  The  Legislat- 
ure thereupon  passed  an  act  requiring 

the  raising  of  an  additional  sum  of  four 

thousand  dollars  to  complete  the  build- 
ing, and  instead  of  removing  the  two 

commissioners,  appointed  Mr.  Foote 
and  Mr.  Barker  as  additional  commis- 

sioners. With  this  appropriation  the 
courthouse  was  completed. 

One  of  the  last  trials  held  in  the  old 

courthouse,  now  about  to  be  abandoned 

and  torn  down,  was  the  most  celebrat- 
ed that  ever  took  place  in  the  county. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1834,  about  four 

o'clock  in  the  afternoon  North  Damon 
came  into  the  village  of  Fredonia  in 

pTcat  haste  and  requested  Doctors  Wal- 
worth and  Crosby  to  go  immediately  to 

the  residence  of  his  brother  Joseph, 
who  lived  about  three  miles  from  that 
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village,  not  far  from  where  now  is  Nor- 

ton's station,  on  the  D.  A.  V.  &  P.  R.  R. 
When  they  arrived  there  they  fonnd  an 

assemblage  of  excited  and  horror- 
stricken  neighbors.  Upon  entering  the 

house  they  saw  the  dying  wife  of  Joseph 

Damon,  lying  upon  a  bed  in  the  corner 

of  the  room,  her  hair,  face,  and  the  pil- 

low upon  which  her  head  was  laid  clot- 
ted with  blood,  while  Damon  stood  by, 

red  stained  with  the  evidence  of  his 

guilt.  A  fire-poker,  which  stood  by  the 
fire-place  bore  unmistakable  signs  that 
it  had  been  made  the  instrument  of  the 

bloody  deed.  The  bystanders,  by  the  di- 
rection of  Dr.  Walworth,  who  was  a 

Judge  of  the  County  Court,  immediate- 

ly took  Damon  in  custody.  He  was  in- 
dicted, and  at  the  September  term  in 

1834,  was  arraigned  for  trial  for  mur- 
der. By  the  evidence  given,  it  appear- 

ed that  ToscdIi  Damon  and  his  broth- 

ers followed  the  business  of  quar- 
rying and  cutting  stone  at  a  place 

still  known  as  Damon's  quarry; 
that  he  was  a  rough,  drinking 
man,  and  there  was  some  evidence  that 

he  at  times  cruelly  treated  his  wife. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  on  the  day  of  the 
murder,  Joseph  went  to  the  house  of  his 
brother  Martin,  who  lived  with  their 

father  and  mother  a  few  rods  away,  and 
upbraided  them  for  making  disturbance 
in  his  family  and  upholding  his  wife. 
He  soon  went  out  and  a  few  minutes 

later  called  to  Martin  and  said  "For 

God's  sake  come  in,  I  am  afraid  I  have 
killed  my  wife."  Martin  immediately went  into  the  house  and  found  Mrs. 

Damon  lying  upon  the  floor  bearing- 
marks  of  many  violent  blows,  and  bleed- 

ing profusely  from  wounds  on  her  head. 
This  was  substantially  all  that  was 
known  about  the  murder.  The  two 

children  of  Damon,  one  a  little 

girl  aged  eleven  and  the  other  a  boy 
somewhat  younger,  were  just  outside 
the  house,  or  near  by,  but  were  not 
sworn  on  the  trial. 

Although  there  was  nothing-  in  the 
circumstances  attending   the  commis- 

sion of  this  crime  or  in  the  character  of 

the  criminal  calculated  to  excite  an  un- 
usual interest,  yet  no  tragedy  of  the 

kind  ever  occurred  in  the  county  that 

made  so  deep  and  lasting  an  impres- 
sion.    Over  thirty  years  had  passed 

since  the  first  settlement,  and  no  great 

crime  had  been  committed  by  any  citi- 

zen.   The  people  were  generally  simple- 
minded  and  uncorrupted.    Their  moral 

sense  was  greatly  shocked  by  Damon's 
crime.     The   eloquent   plea  of  James 
Mullett  in  defense  of  Damon  contribut- 

ed to  render  the  case  memorable,  and 

the  public  execution  that  followed  the 

jury's  verdict,  the  only  one  that  ever 
occurred  in  the  county,  and  which  was 
witnessed  by  a  great  crowd  of  people, 

deeply  branded  it  upon  their  memories. 
Addison  Gardner,  Circuit  Judge  of  the 

Eighth  Circuit,  presided  at  the  trial. 
Philo    Orton,    Thomas    B.  Campbell, 

Benjamin     Walworth     and  Artemus 

Hearic,  County  Judges,  were  associat- 
ed with  him.    The  jurymen  were  Solo- 

mon Jones,  Thomas   Quigley,  Aretus 
Smith,    Walter    Woodward,    Don  S. 
Downer,  Anson  R.   Willis,  Daniel  S. 
Richmond,  Thomas  R.  Treat,  Samuel 

S.  Forbush,  Isaac  Cornell,  Harvey  Eg- 
gleston    and    Nathan    A.  Alexander. 

Samuel  A.  Brown,  the  District  Attor- 

ney, opened  the  case  to  the  jury.  Shel- 
don Smith,  also  of  Jamestown,  made 

the  able  closing  plea  in  behalf  of  the 
people.    Ten  years  before,  in  the  city 

of  Buffalo,  was  witnessed  the  remarka- 
ble spectacle  of  the  public  execution  at 

the  same  'time  of  three  brothers,  Nel- 
son, Israel  and  Isaac  Thayer,  for  the 

murder  of  John  Love,  a  tragedy  that 

has  been  celebrated  in  prose  and  dog- 
gerel verse,  and  is  as  memorable  in  the 

annals  of  Erie  County  as  is  the  hanging 
of    Damon   in    Chautauqua.  Sheldon 
Smith,  then  a  talented  young  lawyer  of 
Buffalo,  had  assisted  in  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  Thayers,  and  was 
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now  the  principal  counsel  in  the  prose- 
cution of  Damon.  Jacob  Houghton 

opened  the  case  for  the  prisoner,  and 
James  Mullett  closed  the  case  in  his 
behalf. 

Mr.  Mullett's  address  to  the  jury  is 
probably  the  most  eloquent  and  power- 

ful one  that  has  ever  been  delivered  at 

the  bar  of  Chautauqua  County,  and  will 

compare  favorably,  even  in  grace  ot 
style,  with  the  best  efforts  of  forensic 
oratory.  Mr.  Mullett  was  then  in  his 
prime.  He  had  no  peer  as  an  advocate 
in  Chautauqua,  and  no  superior  in 
Western  New  York.  He  was  a  man 

of  the  people.  There  was  no  affectation 

in  his  hearty  greeting  to  the  old  set- 
tlers, or  in  his  expressions  of  interest 

in  their  humble  affairs.  His  sympa- 
thetic nature,  his  innate  love  of  justice, 

and  even  his  rough  manner  and  speech, 
contributed  to  his  popularity.  He  had 
a  Websterian  form  and  face,  a  deep, 

strong  voice  and  great  powers  o[ 
speech.  He  was  always  eloquent  and 

impressive.  Even  when  he  administer- 
ed an  oath,  or  made  a  proclamation, 

he  gave  to  the  words  of  the  formula  a 
new  and  eloquent  meaning.  In  former 

years,  the  Judge's  charge  to  the  Grand 
Jury  on  the  first  day  of  court,  was  the 
important  event  of  the  term.  It  was 

not  regarded  (as  in  later  years)  as  a 

mere  formal  proceeding.  The  court- 
house was  filled,  and  the  presiding 

Judge  was  expected  to  make  the  l)est 
display  of  his  abilities,  with  the  l)ar  as 
his  critics.  Mr.  Mullett,  when  Judge 

of  the  Supreme  Court,  on  such  occa- 
sions, appeared  to  the  best  advantage. 

Strong  and  expressive  language  deliv- 
ered in  his  leonine  manner,  never  failed, 

to  impress  the  (jrand  Jury  with  the  dig- 
nity of  its  duties  and  the  majesty  of 

the  law.  Judge  Mullett  was  the  most 

conspicuous  member  of  the  Chautau- 
qua County  bar.  He  continued  to  be 

its  leader  for  many  years  without  a 
rival.  The  early  settlers  of  the  county 
were  physically  and  mentally  equal  to 

the  more  educated  people  that  came 
after  them.  Mr.  Mullett  was  a  popular 
and  representative  man  among  them. 
He  fully  understood  and  heartily  sym- 

pathized with  the  old  settlers,  and  thev 
in  turn  were  justly  proud  of  his  talents 
and  accomplishments. 

In  his  address  in  defense  of  Damon, 
Mr.  Mullett  admitted  the  shocking 
character  of  the  prisoner's  act,  Init 
sought  to  allay  the  prejudices  of  the 
jury,  to  excite  its  compassion,  and  to 
pre])are  the  minds  of  the  jurymen  for 
the  defense  of  insanity,  which  was  but 
weakly  supported  l)y  evidence.  To 
show  his  eloquence  we  quote  from  this 
part  of  his  plea  : 

"But  I  entreat  you,  that  in  the  exer- 
cise of  your  superhuman  powers,  which 

the  law  pretends  to  give  you  over  this 

unfortunate  man,  the  errors  or  impro- 
prieties of  his  advocate  may  not  be  ad- 

ded to  the  misfortunes  which  now 

thicken  around  him.  Enough  of  ca- 
lamity and  misery  are  already  his.  His 

awakened  consciousness  now  perceives 
the  desolation  which  rests  upon  all  the 

joys  of  life;  his  home  is  torn  from  him 

and  in  the  hands  of  strangers  ;  his  chil- 

dren beyond  his  reach,  lone,  mother- 
less, and  dependent  on  the  charities  of 

those  who  cannot  feel  a  mother's  love  ; 
himself  a  spectacle,  branded  with  the 
name  of  crime  and  shunned  by  those 
who  know  him  ;  she  who  used  to  pillow 

his  achmg  head  upon  her  1)osom,  in  all 
the  gory  horrors  of  her  death  appears 
to  swim  before  his  disordered  vision, 

but  to  mock  his  despair ;  and  when  he 
raises  his  hand  to  his  throbbing  temple, 

and  tearless  eye,  he  finds  it  red  with  the 

1:)lood  of  his  wife,  and  himself  the  mys- 
terious author  of  his  own  ruin.  To  his 

recovered  reflection,  a  dark  cloud  seems 

to  rest  upon  the  termination  of  his  joys, 

through  whose  gloom  he  is  unable  to 
trace  the  intricate  motives  of  his  own 
action.  No  wonder  then  that  he  looks 

to  vou  in  perfect  despair  of  your  in- 
a1)ilitv  to  comprehend  the  causes  of  the 



130 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

horrid  transaction  on  which  you  are 
al)onl  to  pass,  and  that  he  feels  tbat, 
with  the  best  intentions,  you  cannot 
have  a  wisdom  proportioned  to  the 

powers  which  you  arc  asked  to  as- 

sume." The  lucid  charge  of  the  Judge,  the 
able  argument  of  the  counsel  for  the 

people,  and  the  common  sense  of  the 

jury,  rendered  the  powerful  effort  of 

Judge  Mullett  to  save  the  life  of  a  hu- 
man being  unavailing.  Damon  was 

convicted  of  nuu'der.  The  exceptions 
taken  to  some  of  the  rulings  of  the 
Court  on  the  trial  were  reviewed  by  the 

Supreme  Court,  without  a  favorable  re- 
sult to  the  prisoner.  Sentence  of  death 

was  pronounced  at  the  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner held  in  March,  1835,  and  the 

1 5th  day  of  May  following  was  appoint- 
ed for  his  execution. 

At  the  time  fixed,  a  great  crowd  of 

people,  estimated  at  from  eight  thous- 
and to  fifteen  thousand,  assembled  at 

Mayville.  One  fourth  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  county,  including  many  wo- 

men, were  present.  The  execution 
took  place  in  the  open  field  at  Mayville, 
on  the  west  declivity  of  the  hill,  not  far 
from  the  Union  School  building,  and 

on  the  easterly  side  of  the  street  extend- 
ing westerly  from  near  the  courthouse. 

The  Sheriff,  William  Saxton,  called  out 

the  two  hundred  seventh  regiment  of 
militia,  commanded  by  William  D. 

Bond,  to  serve  as  guard  on  the  occa- 
sion. Elder  Sawyer,  at  the  request  of 

Damon  preached  the  funeral  ser- 
mon. ij-C  preached  at  the  gal- 

lows the  customary  sermon,  from 
the  eleventh  chapter  of  Proverbs, 

nineteenth  verse  :  "So  he  that  pursu- 
eth  evil,  pursueth  it  to  his  own  death." 
At  the  gallows  Damon  had  consider- 

able to  say ;  among  other  things  he 
claimed  he  was  unconscious  at  the  time 
he  committed  the  crime.  When  the 

drop  fell,  the  fastenings  of  the  rope  gave 
way,  and  Damon  fell  to  the  ground. 
He  appealed  to  the  Sheriff  to  suspend 

his  punishment,  but  the  rope  was  read- 
justed, and  the  hanging  completed. 

The  extraordinary  occasion,the  incidents 

occurring  at  the  execution,  and  the  sol- 
emn sermon  of  Elder  Sawyer,  made  a 

deep  impression,  which  is  still  vivid  in 
the  memory  of  those  who  survive  and 
were  present  at  the  melancholy  scene. 
About  ten  years  before  these  events 
David  D.  Howe  had  been  executed  at 

Angelica  for  the  deliberate  murder  of 
Othellow  Church,  former  citizen  of 

Chautauqua  County,  who  had  settled 

at  Cassacaga  in  1809,  and  subsequent- 
ly removed  to  Allegany  County.  The 

execution  of  Howe  in  Allegany,  of  the 

three  Thayers  in  Erie,  and  of  Damon 

in  Chautauqua  have  always  been  re- 
garded as  important  events  in  those 

localities,  and  the  trials  of  those  offend- 
ers, as  among  the  celebrated  causes  of 

Western  New  York.  "Before  Damon 

was  hung"  was  an  expression  supposed 
to  represent  a  period  of  time  very  re- 

mote in  the  mind  of  the  old  settler. 

The  hanging  of  Damon  was  the  last 
public  execution  in  the  state.  It  was 
a  subject  of  so  much  discussion  at  the 
time,  and  since,  that  a  few  more  facts 

concerning  Damon  and  his  relatives 

may  be  of  some  interest.  Joseph  Da- 
mon was  born  at  Worcester,  Mass., 

March  18,  1800.  He  was  the  son  of 

Stephen  and  Hannah  Damon.  He  came 
with  his  parents  and  his  three  brothers, 

Stephen,  Martin  and  North,  to  Chau- 
tauqua County  in  181 6.  They  all  lived 

upon  a  farm  in  Pomfret  near  the  resi- 
dence of  Elisha  Norton.  Little  is 

known  about  Stephen.  He  was  a  half 
brother  of  the  others.  Martin  was  a 

stone  cutter  and  fashioned  many  of  the 
gravestones  in  the  early  burial  places 
of  the  county,  particularly  in  the  old 

cemetery  at  Eredonia.  These  grave- 
stones are  recognized  by  the  style  of 

the  work  as  well  as  the  material  out  of 

which  they  are  made.  They  are  usually 
in  a  good  state  of  preservation,  and  are 
valuable  as  fine  specimens  of  early  skill. 
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Martin  carried  on  his  business  for  a 

short  time  in  a  shop  at  or  near  Fre- 
donia.    He  was  the  most  respectable  of 
the  family  and  his  work  proves  him  to 

have  been  a  man  of  ability  in  his  busi- 

ness, possessing"  rare  skill  and  taste. 
There  is  an  unique  and  almost  grotes- 

que specimen  of  his  work  in  the  old 

cemetery  at  Fredonia.     Upon  an  an- 
cient stone  set  at  the  grave  of  Capt. 

Thomas  Abell,  who  died  in  1814,  he 

has  represented   the  Day  of  Judgment. 
The  angel  Gabriel  is  seated  on  a  cloud, 
with  a  great  trumpet  nearly  as  long  as 
his  body,  out  of  which  issue  the  words, 

"Ye  dead  arise,"  "Come  to  Judgment." 
Other  angels  are  seated  on  the  cloud, 
hiding  their  faces  in  their  hands  as  if 

wc5,eping.     Beneath  them  tombstones 

are  represented  as  falling  into  confu- 
sion, and  the  dead,  with  bald  heads,  and 

curious  chubby  faces,  appear  to  be  as- 
cenamg  out  of  open  graves.    The  ex- 

ecution of  this  remarkable   design  is 

fine,  much  of  the  work  being  in  high  re- 
lief.   The  stone  is  fast  going  to  decav. 

It  would  be  well  to  preserve  a  facsim- 
ile of  this  curious  piece  of  workmanship 

as  a  relic  of  the  past.    It  is  told  of  Mar- 
tin, who  had  a  ready  and  sarcastic  wit, 

that  a  leading  Fredonia  physician,  who 
saw  him  at  work,  jocosely  asked  him 

ir  it  was  his  custom  to  letter  the  grave- 
stones before  the  person  for  whom  thev 

were  intended  had  died.    Martin  grim- 

ly replied,  "Not  unless  I  hear  he  is  your 

patient."     Joseph  iquarried  stone  on 
the  farm.     Soon  after  the  execution 

North  Damon  went  to  Canada.  Sub- 
sequently dark  rumors  came  back,  that 

he  too  had  been  executed  for  murder. 
Martin  died  soon  after  the  death  of 

Joseph. 
The  cholera  for  the  first  time  visited 

Chautauqua  County  in  1832,  and  three 

persons  died  from  the  disease.  It  ap- 
pears from  the  proceedings  of  the 

Board  of  Supervisors  in  1834  that  two 
certificates  had  been  granted  by  Jus 
tices  for  killing  wolves,  evidence  that 

then  wild  beasts  had  not  ceased  to  con- 
test the  rights  of  occupation  with  man. 

In  1834  Elijah  Risley  &  Co.  commenc- 
ed the  business  of  raising  garden  seeds 

in  Fredonia.  At  first  they  used  but  six 
acres  of  land,  putting  up  but  seven 
hundred  boxes  of  seeds.  Their  busi- 

ness increased  so  that  for  many  years 
it  was  a  leading  industry  of  the  county, 
and  they  became  extensively  known 
through  the  country  as  leading  seed men. 

In  previous  chapters  we  noted  the 
beginnings  of  the  Presbyterian,  Baptist 
and  Methodist  churches,  and  also  the 
early  work  of  the  Congregationalists. 
During  the  frontier  and  pioneer  periods 
these  denominations  carried  the  Gospel 
through  the  woods  to  the  remotest  set- 

tlements, by  missionaries  and  ministers 
especially  fitted  for  the  work.  It  is 
true  that  these  itinerant  preachers  were 
seldom  learned  men,  but  they  had  vig- 

orous, practical  minds,  and  were  usual- 
ly well  versed  in  the  Scripture.  They 

were  accustomed  to  a  life  in  the  back- 
woods and  familiar  with  the  ways  of 

the  pioneers.  They  labored  unceasing- 
ly and  unselfishly.  Their  self-sacrific- 

ing lives  furnish  the  strongest  evidence 
of  their  sincerity.  Well  might  they  say 
in  the  language  of  the  poet : 

"Though  in  a  bare  and  rugged  way 
Through  devious,  lonely  wilds  I  stray, 
Thy  bounty  shall  my  pains  beguile, 
The  barren  wilderness  shall  smile." 

The  traveling  Methodist  minister 
from  1800  to  1816  was  entitled  to  re- 

ceive but  eighty  dollars  a  year  and  his 

traveling  expenses.  His  wife  was  al- 
lowed eighty  dollars  a  year.  An  allow- 

ance was  made  to  him  of  sixteen  dollars 
annually  for  each  child  under  seven 

years  of  age,  and  twenty-four  dollars 
for  each  child  between  seven  and  four- 

teen years  of  age.  It  is  said,  in  fact, 
that  he  received  not  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  that  amount,  and  yet  for  this 

pittance,  these  men  labored  summer 
and  winter  with  unremitting  zeal. 
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Many  of  the  early  settlers  were  from 

New  Eni^-land  or  were  of  Puritan  de- 
scent, and  thorongdily  imbued  with  the 

old  and  established  Calvinistic  doctrines 

of  that  people.  Between  them  and  the 
Methodists,  who  were  of  a  later  and 

then  of  a  more  liberal  faith,  there  exist- 

ed a  strong-  antagonism,  and  a  polemic 
warfare  was  waged  for  many  years. 
The  zealous  and  aggressive  spirit  of 

Methodism  prevailed  against  all  oppo- 
sition, they  made  converts  everywhere. 

For  vears  the  itinerant  Methodist  min- 
ister mounted  on  horseback,  with  Bible, 

hymn  book  and  saddle  bags,  followed 
forest  trails,  guided  by  marked  trees, 

forded  bridgeless  streams,  often  camp- 
ing in  the  woods  at  night,  tired  and 

hungry,  enduring  all  the  hardships  and 

privations  of  the  backwoods,  to  carry 

the  Gospel  to  the  pioneers.  The  remark- 
able scenes  at  their  revivals  and  camp 

meetings,  the  great  crowd  of  people 
who  came  to  listen,  the  burning  words 

of  the  preacher,  awakening  them  to 

their  lost  condition,  were  long  remem- 
bered and  are  prominent  among  the 

early  events. 
These  camp  meetings  were  held  in 

all  parts  of  the  county  and  at  different 

times,  and  were  conducted  by  experi- 
enced and  capable  ministers.  Although 

some  of  these  revival  preachers  were 

illiterate,  they  were  often  men  of  un- 

usual ability,  familiar  with  the  Scrip- 
tures and  marvels  of  native  eloquence, 

who  could  sway  the  multitude  with  a 

power  like  the  wind.  Such  was  the  Rev. 

WilUam  Swayze.  A  description  of  a 

camp  meeting  held  by  him  in  the  FrauK 
Settlement,  in  the  town  of  Busti,  three 

miles  from  Jamestown,  in  June,  1826, 

by  one  who  afterwards  himself  became 

distinguished  in  the  service  (i)  will 
serve  for  an  account  of  the  many  others. 

The  following  is  his  description: 

"Mr.  Swayze  preached  one  of  his  aw- 
ful sermons.  The  congregation  which 

was  very  large,  became  terribly  excit- 

ed, most  of  them  u])on  their  feet,  many 
however  strewed  the  ground ;  some 

groaning  in  agony,  others  pleading  for 
mercy,  while  many  shouted  for  joy. 
The  writer  was  seated  on  a  slab  some 

distance  from  the  speaker's  stand, 
where  he  could  witness  the  whole  scene. 
The  last  half  hour  of  the  sermon  the 

preacher  was  engaged  in  delivering  the 
most  solemn  appeals  of  warning  and 

expostulation  to  the  wicked,  clothed 

with  the  most  terrific  language  and  fig- 
ures, and  with  such  pathetic  tones  of 

voice  as  no  heart  could  withstand.  In 
that  vast  crowd  no  one  was  unmoved. 

At  the  close  of  the  sermon,  Swayze 

leaped  from  the  stand  to  the  ground  in 
front,  and  up  the  center  aisle  he  went 
toward  the  large  altar,  with  his  voice 
of  invitation  to  sinners  distinctly  heard 
above  the  continuous  roar  of  the  multi- 

tude ;  at  the  same  time  six  or  eight  min- 
isters who  had  been  stationed  at  dif- 
ferent places  in  the  vast  crowd,  and 

wholly  unobserved  until  Swayze  sprang 
from  the  stand,  were  now  moving  slowly 

forward  toward  the  altar  exhorting  sin- 
ners with  all  their  might.  The  scene 

at  this  time  was  truly  awful.  We  be- 
came so  alarmed,  as  we  saw  one  of  the 

ministers  approaching  the  place  where 
we  stood,  that  we  wheeled  around  and 
ran  with  all  our  might  into  the  woods, 
and  climbed  on  a  stump, where  we  stood 
for  some  time  listening  to  the  terrific 
roar  of  voices,  as  the  revelator  says 

dike  the  sound  of  many  waters.'  At 
length  the  exhorting  ceased,  and  a  hymn 

was  sung.  It  was  the  hymn  commenc- ing: 

Show  pity,  Lord,  0'  Lord  forgive, 
Let  a  reipenting  rebel  live,. 

sung  to  'Old  Hundred,'  and  such  ma- 
jestic music  as  those  hundred  voices 

sent  up  to  the  heaven,  we  never  heard 
before  nor  since.  We  there  determined 

to  seek  our  soul's  salvation  come  what 
may,  and  coming  down  from  the  stump, 

(1)    Rev.  Samuel  Gregg. 
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we  walked  deliberately  back  to  the 

ground,  and  stood  for  a  time  looking 
in  wonder  at  the  scene.  Not  less  than 

fifty  persons,  male  and  female,  were  on 
their  knees  in  the  altar  pleading  for 
mercy,  while  perhaps  three  hundred 
Christians  were  engaged  in  talking  with 
and  praying  for  these  penitents.  A 
lady  of  our  acquaintance  happening  to 
see  us  looking  very  solemn,  came  and 
took  us  by  the  hand,  and  kindly  invited 
us  to  go  with  her  to  the  altar.  We  went 
and  soon  from  a  kneeling  posture,  we 
lay  flat  upon  the  ground,  with  our  head 

pillowed  upon  the  roots  of  a  large  ma- 
ple tree,  where  we  remained  in  great 

distress  of  mind  until  about  midnight, 
when  suddenly  a  stream  of  light,  much 
the  color  of  gold,  came  down  from 
heaven  and  penetrated  our  dark,  hard 
heart,  and  permeated  our  whole  soul 
and  body.  We  immediately  sprang  to 

our  feet  giving  "glory  to  God  in  the 
highest"  for  His  goodness  and  mercy. 
After  a  few  hours  of  sweet  rest,  we 

awoke  in  the  morning  and  walked  forth 

in  what  aiM3eared  like  a  new  world." 
Not  until  the  Early  Farming  Period, 

were  there  religious  denominations, 
other  than  those  we  have  mentioned, 

established  in  the  county.  The  first 

EpiscoDal  (Trinity)  Church  was  organ- 
ized August  I,  1822,  at  Fredonia.  Rev. 

David  Brown  (he  who  delivered  the 
excellent  address  on  the  occasion  of 

Lafayette's  visit  to  the  county)  was  its 
first  pastor.  The  historic  and  interest- 

ing little  church  edifice  of  this  denomi- 
nation at  Fredonia  was  the  first  erected 

in  the  county.  It  was  completed  and 

consecrated  in  1835.  St.  Paul's  Church 
at  Mayville  was  organized  by  the  Rev. 

David  Brown  in  April,  1823.  St.  Pet- 

er's Church  of  Westfield  was  organized 
January  20,  1830.  Rev.  Rufus  Murray 

was  its  first  rector.  St.  Luke's  church 
of  Jamestown  was  organized  by  the 
Rev.  Rufus  Murray  on  the  5th  of  May, 

1834,  and  St.  John's  Episcopal  society 
was  organized  in  Dunkirk  in  1850,  by 

Rev.  Charles  Avery.  Two  years  later 
a  church  building  was  erected. 

In  1 85 1,  prior  to  the  completion  of 
the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad,  a 
small  frame  1)uilding  was  purchased  by 
the  Catholics  in  Dunkirk  for  holding 
divine  services.  The  Rt.  Rev.  John 
Timon,  Bishop  of  Buffalo,  had  at  times 
before  that  visited  the  few  scattered 
Catholic  families  that  resided  in  the 
county.  The  arrival  of  many  Cath- 

olics during  its  building  and  be- 
fore the  coniDletion  of  the  road, 

made  greater  church  accommoda- 
tions necessary.  The  cornerstone 

of  a  spacious  brick  church  of 

Gothic  architecture,  (St.  Mary's)  was 
laid  in  Dunkirk  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop 
Timon  in  July,  1852,  which  was  dedicat- 

ed in  November,  1854,  by  the  Rt.  Rev. 
Bishop  Young,  under  the  invocation 
of  the  Seven  Dolors  01  Mary.  Its  first 
pastor  was  the  Rev.  Peter  Colgan. 
Later  a  German  Catholic  and  a  Polish 
Catholic  church  were  erected  in  Dun- 

kirk. Catholic  churches  have  since  the 

completion  of  the  Erie  Railroad  been 
erected  in  Westfield,  Jamestown,  Silver 
Creek  and  in  other  villages  in  the county. 

In  the  Early  Farming  Period,  Free 

Will  Baptist,  Universalist  and  Chris- 
tian Societies  were  organized.  Elders 

Bailey,  Barr  and  Halliday  were  among 

the  early  popular  ministers  of  the  lat- 
ter denomination.  Rev.  S.  R.  Smith 

was  perhaps  the  earliest  promulgator 
of  the  Universalist  faith  in  Chautauqua 
County.  Rev.  Lewis  C.  Todd  of  whom 
we  have  before  spoken,  was  a  preacher 
of  that  denomination,  the  editor  of  the 

"Genius  of  Liberty,"  a  Universalist  pa- 
per published  in  Jamestown,  and  also 

the  author  of  several  books  on  Uni- 
versalism. 

Religious  organizations  of  the  many 
other  existing  denominations  have  been 
formed  since  the  Early  Farming  Period. 
First  Church  of  Christ,  Scientist,  was 

erected  by  the  Christian  Scientists  in 
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Jamestown  upon  a  site  donated  by  Mrs. 
A.  M.  Kent  about  the  year  1894. 

During-  the  early  periods  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  county,  churches  and  meet- 
ings were  as  well  attended  and  the  so- 

ber duties  of  life  as  fully  performed  as 

at  the  present  time,  yet  the  people  were 
not  Puritannical.  On  the  other  hand, 

they  were  social  and  fond  of  indulg- 
inp-  in  the  few  simple  amusements 
that  the  times  afTorded.  An  old 

paper  advertised  that  "a  living  Afri- 
can lion  will  be  exhibited  at  the 

tavern  of  Jediah  Tracy  in  May- 
ville,  October  nth,  1819;  the  only  one 

of  its  kind  in  America.  No  apprehen- 
sion of  danger  need  be  entertained  as 

he  is  secured  in  his  substantial  iron 

cage.  Admittance  25  cents,  children 

half  price."  Sometimes  a  single  ele- 
phant w^as  exhibited.  It  would  be 

driven  to  the  place  of  exhibition  in  the 

night  covered  with  a  canvas  so  as  not  to 
be  seen  bv  the  people  on  the  way.  These 

unpretentious  shows  excited  much  in- 
terest ;  they  were  the  forerunners  of  the 

caravan,  a  little  later  of  the  circus  and 

finally  the  mammoth  hippodrome.  Now 
and  then  a  puppet  show,  a  performance 

of  sleis'ht  of  hand  tricks  and  occasion- 
allv  a  public  lecturer  on  some  popular 

subject,  would  visit  the  little  settle- 
ments. These  entertainments  were  en- 

joved  with  greater  zest  than  the  more 
pretentious  amusements  of  the  present 
day. 

Dancing  assemblages,  or  balls  of  the 
young  people,  were  common  and  were 
simple  and  hearty  affairs.  Contra 

dances,  as  the  Monie-Musk,  Virginia 
and  Opera  Reels,  and  French  Four 

were  the  usual  dancing  figures  per- 
formed. Square  dances  were  uncom- 

mon and  round  dances  unknown.  Rog- 
er De  Coverly,  Monie-Musk,  McDon- 

ald's Reel,  the  Arkansas  Traveler,  Ros- 
in the  Bow  and  other  ancient  and  lively 

tunes,  played  upon  a  single  violin  by  a 
local  fiddler,  constituted  the  music. 

The  young  men  who  lived  at  this 

time  were,  "an  athletic,  scuffling,  wrest- 
ling  race   who   delighted   in  nothing 

more    than   those   ancient   sports  by 

which  the  backs  and  limbs  of  all  stout- 
hearted youth  have  been  tested  since 

the  days  of  Hercules.    Wrestling  was 

the  popular  outdoor  amusement,  prac- 
ticed at  every  house  and  barn  raising, 

town  meeting  and  public  gathering. 

The  young  men  were  skilled  at  side 
hold,  back  hold,  square  hold  and  every 
kind  of  clinch  that  called  for  skill  and 

muscle.    Square  hold,  which  was  called 

"collar  and  elbow"  in  later  years,  was 
the  favorite  method.     They  used  the 

hiplock,  grapevine,  trip  and  twitch,  and 
all  the  other  locks  to  which,  however, 

modern  wrestlers  may  have  given  dif- 
ferent names.     During  school  days,  a 

high  school  in  athletics  was  always  es- 
tablished    outside     the  schoolhouse, 

where  morning,  noon  and  night,  the 

boys  quite  as  diligently  plied  and  stud- 
ied the  wrestling  art,  as  their  books 

within  its  doors.    Graduates  from  these 

old    physical    culture    schools  would 
come  out  on  election  and  town  meet- 

ing days  to  contest  in  the  ring  for  hon- 
ors of  the  town.    Every  school  district 

had  its  champion,  and  no  puny  cham- 
pion was  he.    When  General  Training 

Day  would  come  at  Westfield,  Sinclair- 
ville  and  Jamestown  strong  and  active 

young  men  would  gather  from  far  and 
near.    Where  the  crowd  was  the  thick- 

est, some  athletic  young  man  of  spirit, 
accomplished  in  the  art,  would  mount 

a  peddler's  cart  and  announce  by  way 

of  challenge  that  "of  all  the  men  he 
could  see,  there  was  not  one  that  he 

could  not  lay  on  his  back ;  that  he 
would  be  at  the  Boat  Landing  at  one 

o'clock."    Promptly  on  time  the  crowd 
would  be  there,  and  as  promptly  the 

dauntless  young:  man  himself,  and  bold- 
ly walk  into  the  ring.    No  sinecure  it 

was,  to  hold  one's  own  against  all  com- 
ers there,  for  ready  for  the  fray  were 

the  sons  of  the  backwoods  from  the 
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hills  of  Ellery  and  Gerry,  whose  limbs 

had  been  toughened  by  swinging  the 
ax  in  slashings,  and  stalking  through 

the  woods  for  deer,  with  bodies  invig- 
orated by  feasting  on  cornbread  nnd 

venison.  There  were  also  rough,  raft- 
ing descendants  of  Anak  from  Carroll, 

Poland  and  Kiantone,  whose  muscles 

had  been  hardened  by  hewing  down 

pine  trees,  and  hauling  them  to  saw- 
mills, pulling  at  oars,  and  roughing  it 

on  Allegheny  fleets.  There,  too, 

were  tough,  grog-drinking  boatmen 
from  down  the  river,  equally  ready  for 
a  wrestle  or  a  fight,  though  seldom  a 
fight  occurred.  Indeed  it  was  not 
merely  strength  and  skill,  but  also 
nerve  and  brain  that  was  required  to 

hold  the  championship  against  all  com- 
ers in  those  old  wrestling  days. 

But  few  holidays  were  recognized. 

Thanksgiving  day  was  observed  by 
only  a  few,  and  those  settlers  from  the 
New  England  states.  Christmas  was 
honored  but  little  more.  The  young 

people  often  celebrated  New  Years 

with  balls  and  sleighrides ;  Washing- 

ton's birthday  was  passed  by,  the 
Fourth  of  July  was  duly  remembered. 

No  day  of  the  year,  however,  not  ex- 
cepting Independence  Day,  was  so  gen- 

erally obseirved  as  General  Training 

Day,  often  in  other  places  called  Gen- 
eral Muster  Day.  The  rough  life  of  the 

backwoods  man  ;  the  familiarity  of  the 
people  with  the  use  of  firearms,  and  the 
recent  war  in  which  the  country  had 

been  engaged,  were  calculated  to  cul- 
tivate a  martial  taste,  and  the  military 

spirit  ran  high  for  many  years.  On 

General  Training  days,  which  were  ob- 
served in  Jamestown,  Fredonia,  Sin- 

clairville,  Mayville  and  other  principal 
places  in  the  county,  the  whole  male 
population  of  the  neighboring  towns 
would  turn  out  to  witness  the  sham 

fight,  military  parade,  and  take  a  part 
in  the  festivities  of  the  day.  The  days 
of  amusement  of  the  boys  of  seventy 

years  ago  were  few,  and  none  of  them 
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ever  lived  long  enough  to  efface  from 
memory  the  fun  and  enjoyment  of  Gen- 

eral Training  Day.  The  apple  carts 

and  peddlers'  wagons  dispensing  their 
stock  of  apples,  sweet  cider,  ginger- 

bread and  honey,  and  before  all  the 
stirring  music  of  the  drum  and  fife  v/ere 

not  soon  forgotten.  To  recall  those 
dear  old  days  and  early  scenes  and  some 
of  the  names  of  those  days,  we  give  the 

following  fine  verses  and  tribute,  writ- 
ten many  years  ago,  by  our  old  poet, 

Col.  Heman  Winchester,  formerly  of 

Ellery,  to  his  early  friend  John  H.  Fen- 
ner  of  Stockton,  who  with  him  was  a 

member  of  one  of  those  ancient  mili- 
tary bands  of  General  Training  days : 

I  knew  him  in  his  younger  days, 
Near  fifty  years  ago, 

With  Dan  De  Mott  he  played  the  fife, 
At  general  muster  show. 

And  Horace  Brunson  played  the  drum, 
The  big  bass  drum  you  see, 

And  Leland  Brown  and  I  could  beat 
The  call  and  reveille. 

Then  Jim  I.  Pickard  captain  was, 
On  that  same  rifle  green, 

A  better  company  of  men 
Was  rarely  to  be  seen. 

All  honest,  good  and  true  were  they, 
As  brave  as  brave  could  be, 

For  captain  Jim  I.  was  a  man 
Of  Dutch  paternity. 

"Bout  eighteen  hundred  thirty-three, 
(It  may  be  thirty-four) 

At  the  old  Biarrass  Stand  (2)  we  met, 
Of  young  men  full  four  score. 

There  were  John  De  Nyke,  and  Abram  Beck^ 
And  Lenox,  Day  and  Scott, 

And  lots  of  others,  too,  were  there 

Whose  names  I've  quite  forgot. 

Where  are  they  now      In  phantom  forms 
They  rise  from  out  the  tomb. 

With  arms  reversed,  they  slowly  march  ~ 
Around  me  in  my  room, 

And  halt  before  me,  arms  present, 
As  in  a  grand  review, 

Then  filing  out,  return  again 
To  camp  in  yonder  blue. 

But  backward  runs  my  memory 
Through  years  that  intervene, 

And  up  before  my  vision  comes 
The  faces  I  have  seen. 
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From  out  the  mis'ty  past  they  rise, 
And  answer  to  my  call, 

As  when  I  beat  the  tenor  drum, 
At  muster  in  the  fall. 

These  general  training-s  were  held  in 
September  of  each  year.  Nearly  all 

the  young'  men  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  able  bodied  men  served  in  the 

ranks.  When  this  military  system  was 
first  instituted  the  men  and  officers  took 

pride  in  the  performance  of  their  duties, 
and  for  some  years  the  soldiers  were 

quite  well  discii:)lined ;  after  a  little  the 

military  spirit  began  to  wane,  and  dis- 
cipline to  relax.    The  officers  w^ere  se- 

lected with  less  care,  and  the  men  be- 

gan to  regard  the  performance  of  mili- 

tary duty  as  a  Inirden.  The  law  re- 
quired them  to  furnish  their  own  arms 

and  equipments  and  the  consequence 

was  that  they  were  dressed  "in  all  kinds 
of  hats,  all  styles  of  coats,  from  the 

surtout  to  the  sailor  jacket ;  they  car- 
ried all  kinds  of  arms  from  the  shotgun 

to  the  stake  from  the  fence,"  bearing 

a  strong  resemblance  to  Falstafif's  sol- 
diers, causing  much  merriment  to  the 

wags  of  the  time.  The  military  musters 
after  awhile  degenerated  into  a  farce, 
and  were  discontinued. 

(2)  In  later  years  known  as  the  "Red  Bird,"  once  an  old  fashioned  tavern  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Cassadaga  Creek,  in  the  extreme  north  western  part  of  the  town  of  Bllery. 
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EARLY  FARMING  PERIOD,  CONTINUED, 

1835-1851. 

"Out  of  monuments,  names,  words,  proverbs,  traditions,  rec- 
ords, fragments  of  stone,  passages  of  boolxs  and  the  like,  we  do 

save  and  recover  somewhat  from  the  deluge  of  time." 

By  the  state  census  the  population 

of  the  county  in  1835  was  forty-four 
thousand  eieht  hundred  sixty-nine,  an 
increase  of  ten  thousand  two  hundred 

twelve  in  five  years,  showing  the  effect 

that  the  Erie  Canal  had  upon  the  pros- 
perity of  the  county,  and  also  showing 

in  what  high  esteem  the  county  was  held 
abroad.  Yet  the  inhabitants  were  still 

poor,  their  lands  in  most  instances  un- 
paid for,  and  all  that  they  had  was  rep- 

resented by  the  labor  that  they  had  ex- 
ipended  in  clearing  and  improving  their 
lands. 

In  1835  the  Holland  Company  con- 
tracted their  unsold  lands,  and  lands  of 

which  there  were  outstanding  and  unex- 
pired contracts,  to  Trumbell  Carey  and 

George  W.  Lay.  It  was  understood 
that  such  of  the  settlers  as  could  not 

pay  for  their  farms  would  be  compelled 

to  renew  their  contracts,  and  pay  a  cer- 
tain sum  per  acre  in  addition  to  the 

original  price,  and  such  interest  as  had 
accumulated  thereon.  This  proposed 

exaction  was  called  the  ''Genessee  Tar- 
iff,"  As  soon  as  this  fact  became  known 

to  the  inhabitants  of  the  county,  it  pro- 

duced great  excitement.  A  large  pub- 
lic meeting  was  held  in  Jamestown  at 

which  a  committee  was  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  Elial  T.  Foote,  Oliver  Lee, 

Samuel  Barrett,  Leverett  Barker  and 

George  T.  Camp  to  confer  with  the 
proprietors  at  Batavia,  and  ascertain 
definitely  their  intention  towards  the 
settlers.    The  committee  so  appointed 

were  unable,  however,  to  obtain  satis- 
factory information  as  to  the  matter. 

A  second  public  meeting  was  held  at 

Mayville,  January  8th,  1836.  rhe  peo- 
ple were  now  greatly  aroused,  and  this 

meeting  was  even  more  numerously  at- 
tended than  the  former  one.  Leverett 

Barker  was  chosen  president,  and  John 

IVI.  Edson,  secretary.  James  Mullett 
addressed  the  people  in  an  impressive 

speech.  Speeches  were  also  made  by 
Judge  Foote  and  others ;  a  committee 

of  seven  was  appointed  by  the  chair- 
man, to  which  was  added  the  chairman 

and  secretary  of  this  meeting,  to  con- 
fer with  William  Peacock,  the  agent  of 

the  company  for  Chautauc[ua  County. 
Mr.  Peacock  received  the  committee 

coldly,  and  the  little  information  that  he 
gave  them  was  very  unsatisfactory.  The 
result  of  this  conference  produced 

great  excitement,  and  the  excesses 
which  followed  the  proposed  exactions 

were  such  as  might  have  been  ex- 

pected. 'The  early  settlers  had  braved  a  wil- 
derness and  wrought  for  themselves 

homes  such  as  extreme  tod,  privation 
and  hardship  could  accomplish.  They 
had  rallied  at  the  call  of  danger,  shed 

their  blood  and  perilled  their  lives  in 
defense  of  the  soil.  The  owners  had 

o^rown  wealthv  bv  the  industrv  of  the 

settlers,  and  their  agents  rolled  in  fat- 
ness ;  to  impose  such  terms  at  a  time 

and  under  such  circumstances  as,  in  a 

majority  of  instances,  would  deprive 



138 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

the  settlers  of  their  farms  and  compel 

them  to  abandon  their  ])ossessions, 

while  a  course  of  fair  dealing  and  equit- 
able requirements  on  the  part  of  the 

owners  would  enable  them,  after  a  few 

more  years  of  toil,  to  call  the  soil  on 

which  the  fire  and  vigor  of  their  man- 
hood had  been  expended,  their  own. 

was  more  than  they  would  submit  to  or 

endure." 
There  were  small  gatherings  of  the 

peoDle  in  Gerry,  Ellicott  and  Ellery,  in 
which  the  subject  was  discussed.  The 
more  it  was  talked  over,  the  more  were 

the  people  incensed  and  inclined  to  re- 

land,  Ellicott,  Busti  and  Harmony. 
Roland  Cobb  of  Gerry  was  chosen 
chairman.  Gen.  George  T.  Camp  was 

solicited  by  several  to  become  their 
leader  in  the  contemplated  enterprise, 
but  he  declined,  and  in  an  earnest 

speech  endeavored  to  induce  them  to 
abandon  their  violent  intentions.  The 

chairman  also  said  that  the  Land  Com- 

pany might  yet  be  willing  to  make 
terms,  should  another  conference  be 

had  with  them.  Nathan  Cheney,  an  in- 
telligent and  resolute  old  settler,  who 

stood  leaning  upon  a  sled  stake  while 

the  speeches  were  being  made,  now 

NATHAN 

sort  to  harsh  measures.  As  the  result 

of  these  gatherings  a  meeting  was  called 

at  Hartfield,  which  was  not  well  attend- 
ed. This  was  adjourned  by  common 

consent  to  the  6th  of  February,  and  it 

was  understood,  without  a  formal  dec- 
laration to  that  effect,  that  the  purpose 

would  be  the  tearing  down  the  land  of- 
fice. Notice  of  this  meeting  was  circu- 

lated through  the  interior  towns  of  the 
county.  On  the  6th  day  of  February, 

from  three  hundred  to  five  hundred  peo- 

ple assembled  at  Barnhart's  inn  at 
Hartfield.  They  were  principally  from 

Gerry,  Ellery,  Charlotte,  Stockton,  Po- 

CHENEY. 

abruptly  and  ef¥ectively  addressed  the 

meeting  in  these  words,  "Those  who  are 
going  to  Mayville  with  me,  fall  into 

line."  The  whole  assemblage  at  once 
obeyed  the  order,  chose  Cheney  their 

leader,  George  Van  Pelt  from  Charlotte 
for  lieutenant,  formed  into  line  and 
marched  a  short  distance  west  of 

Barnes'  store  in  Hartfield  and  halted. 

Cheney  then  called  for  twenty-five  of 
the  strongest  men  to  do  the  work  of  de- 

molishing the  Land  Office.  The  number 
called  for  promptly  stepped  forward. 
Among  them  were  Harrison  Persons, 
the  Allegheny  pilot  before  mentioned, 
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"Zeke"  Powers  (noted  for  his  strength, 
afterwards  a  soldier  of  the  Mexican 

war  where  he  lost  his  life),  "Coon"  and 
Jim  Decker,  "Bill"  Pickard,  Peter 
Strong  and  John  Coe  (from  Pickard 
Street  in  Ellery)  and  other  strong  and 

resolute  people.  The  people  then  re- 
sumed their  march  in  double  file  for 

Mayville,  the  sappers  and  miners  with 
Persons  and  Powers  as  leaders,  in  ad- 

vance. The  only  arms  they  carried 
were  axes  and  crowbars  and  some  hoop 

en.  Cheney  in  a  strong  v  ice  then  gave 
the  order  to  strike,  which  was  obeyed 
and  all  the  windows  came  out  with  a 
crash.  The  door  was  broken  down,  and 
an  entrance  to  the  building  effected.  A 
costly  clock  was  disposed  of  by  the 
blow  of  an  ax.  A  valuable  map  of  the 

county,  upon  which  every  farm  was  de- 
lineated, was  destroyed.  The  axmen 

made  light  work  of  the  furniture  and 
woodwork.  They  cut  the  posts  and 
canted  the  building  over.    Thev  found 

LAND  OFFICE  VAULT  AT  MAYVILLE. 

poles  taken  from  a  cooper's  shop  on 
their  march.  Two  kegs  of  powder  were 
taken  along,  although  no  use  was  made 
of  them.  When  the  party  arrived  at 
the  Land  Office  (which  was  about  8 

o'clock  in  the  evening)  Cneney  posted 
the  sappers  and  miners  upon  three  of 
its  sides  and  oaraded  the  rest  of  the 

party  around  these  workmen  to  guard 
them  from  outside  interference.  As  a 

light  was  burning  in  the  building  when 

they  arrived,  admittance  was  first  de- 
manded to  which  no  response  was  giv- 

some  difficulty  in  opening  the  vault  that 
contained  the  safe,  which  was  made  of 
solid  mason-work  of  cut  stone.  Van 

Pelt  pried  out  the  key-stone  with  an 
iron  bar ;  others  took  one  of  the  pil- 

lars of  the  building  and  used  it  as  a 

battering  ram,  and  strong  arms  soon 
battered  down  the  door  of  the  vault. 

The  iron  safe  enclosed  was  pried  open, 
and  half  a  cord  of  books  and  papers 

of  the  company  were  taken  out,  placed 
on  a  sleigh  and  carried  to  Hartfield, 
where  a  bonfire  was  made,  and  they 
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were  burned.  Some  of  them,  however, 

were  carried  away  by  the  people  and 

have  been  preserved.  The  party  dis- 
persed and  went  to  their  homes  about 

midnight. 

The  most  of  those  engaged  in  this 
affair  held  contracts  for  the  purchase  of 
land,  and,  in  many  instances,  would 
have  suffered  ruinous  consequences 

from  the  company's  exactions.  The 
proceedings  were  conducted  in  an  or- 

derly manner,  and  those  engaged  were 
generally  sober  men.     No  liquor  was 

Westfield,  where  the  business  was  con- 
ducted without  disturbance  or  dissat- 

isfaction. 

During  the  war  waged  by  Texas  for 
its  independence,  Chautauqua  County 

was  represented  by  at  least  two  sol- 
diers. John  Harding,  a  native  of  Chau- 
tauqua County,  served  with  credit,  and 

Mr.  Pickett  of  Charlotte,  a  young  man 

in  Fanning's  command,  was  massacred 
by  the  Mexicans. 

The  winter  of  1836  and  1837  was 

lono-  and  so  severe  that  the  ''Western 

I.ANI>  OFFICE  AT  WESTFIELD. 

used,  except  while  the  work  of  demol- 
ishing the  building  and  opening  the 

vault  was  going  on.  While  the  people 

were  on  the  way  from  Hartfield  to  May- 
ville,  Peacock  was  notified  of  their  com- 

ing and  left  his  offfce  and  took  refuge 
at  the  house  of  Donald  McKenzie,  and 

after  remaining  a  short  time  in  May- 
ville  he  went  to  Erie.  No  further  com- 

munication was  had  between  the  Hol- 

land Land  company  or  their  agents,  and 
the  settlers  until  1838,  when  a  sale  was 

made  of  the  company's  land  to  Duer, 
Robinson  and  Seward  (Gov.  William 
H.  Seward),  who  opened  an  office  in 

Trader,"  a  schooner  loaded  with  corn 
and  oats,  bound  down  from  Detroit  m 
the  fall  of  1836,  was  frozen  in  the  ice, 
drifted  down,  and  lay  for  six  weeks  in 
a  mass  of  ice  off  Dunkirk.  She  and 
her  crew  were  not  loosened  from  their 
fetters  until  nearly  June,  1837. 

An  increased  interest  in  the  subject 

of  agriculture  had  now  been  manifested 
for  several  years.  A  society  that  had 
been  formed  in  1820  went  down  in  a 

few  vears  for  the  want  of  patronage  by 
the  state.  It  was  now  revived.  Some 

citizens  met  at  the  courthouse  at  May- 
ville  in  October,  1837,  to  organize  an 
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ag-ricnltiiral  society.  Jediah  Tracy  was 
chosen  president  and  William  Prender- 

g-ast,  2d,  secretary.  Their  meeting  was 
adjourned  to  the  4th  of  January,  1838, 

when  the  Chautauqua  County  Agricul- 
tural Society  was  organized.  William 

Prendergast  was  chosen  president. 

Henry  Baker,  Timothy  Judson,  Thom- 
as B.  Campbell  and  Elias  Clark,  vice 

presidents,  E.  P.  Upham  secretary  and 
Jediah  Tracy  treasurer. 

Although  the  New  York  and  Erie 
Railroad  had  been  chartered,  it  was  not 

organized  until  July,  1833.  Eleazer 
Lord  of  New  York  was  chosen  the  first 

president  and  William  G.  Buckner 
treasurer.  The  survey  was  begun  and 

completed  in  1834  by  Benjamin  Wright, 
assisted  by  James  Seymour  and  Charles 

Elliott.  In  1835  the  company  was  re- 

orp-anized  and  forty  miles  put  under 
contract.  In  1836  an  act  had  been 

passed  authorizing  a  state  loan  to  the 
New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  Company 
of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 

the  comptroller  issued  state  stock  to  that 
amount  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
road.  Hon.  Richard  P.  Marvin  was  a 

member  of  the  Legislature,  and  took 
an  active  part  in  securing  state  aid. 
This  large  sum  was  expended,  yet  the 
road  was  not  completed  and  work  had 
to  be  suspended.  The  western  portion 

of  the  route  from  Little  Valley  in  Cat- 
taraueus  ran  through  Cold  Spring, 
Randolph,  Rutledge,  Hamlet,  then 
called  Omar,  crossed  the  Walnut  creek 

near  its  source  in  the  town  of  Ark- 

wright,  about  one  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  the  West  Mud  lake,  thence 

continued  through  the  towns  of  Ark- 
wrio-ht  and  Sheridan  to  Dunkirk.  The 
ground  for  this  work  was  first  broken 

November  7th,  1835.  ^'^^'^^  western 
portion  was  however  afterwards  aban- 

doned, but  not  until  fourteen  miles  from 
Dunkirk  east  had  been  graded,  and 
about  eight  miles  of  rails  actually  laid 
towards  Mud  Lake.  Evidence  of  this 

work  may  still  be  seen  in  the  deep  cuts, 

heavy  fills,  and  stone  culverts  that  were 
made  along  the  abandoned  line  from 
Dunkirk  to  Arkwright.  The  place 
where  the  road  crossed  Walnut  Creek 

is  marked  by  a  deep  fill,  and  a  long  and 
expensive  culvert,  through  which  the 
waters  of  the  creek  are  still  discharged. 
This  was  the  first  work  done  in  the  con- 

struction of  a  railroad  in  Chautauqua 
County.  Two  hundred  fifty  thousand 
dollars  was  expended  in  this  wasted 

effort.  The  grade  ot  this  route  was  re- 

garded as  too  heavy  for  the  light  loco- 
motives of  those  days. 

In  1835  the  population  of  Dunkirk 

had  increased  to  six  hundred  twenty- 

eight.  Walter  Smith  that  year  com- 
menced to  build  the  Loder  House,  a 

large  and  imposing  hotel  on  the  corner 
of  Third  and  Central  avenues. 

The  county  during  the  years  immed- 
iately previous  had  been  in  a  state  of 

unexampled  prosperity,  in  which  Dun- 
kirk fully  shared.  Lands  both  unculti- 

vated and  improved  began  to  rise  in 
value,  which  was  first  observed  in  1833. 

People  of  all  classes  embarKed  in  wild 

speculations,  particularly  in  real  estate. 
There  was  a  great  demand  for  corner 
lots,  and  favorable  sites.  Cities  were 

laid  out  along  the  lake  wherever  there 
was  a  harbor ;  almost  every  village  was 
affected.  As  Dunkirk  was  to  be  the 

termination  of  the  Erie  railroad,  it  was 

an  unusually  promising  fieui  for  specu- 
lation. The  crisis  came  in  the  spring 

of  1837.  The  mercantile  failure  in 

New  York  in  March  and  April  amount- 
ed to  over  one  hundred  million  dollars. 

In  New  Orleans  failures  to  the  amount 

of  'twenty-seven  million  dollars  took 
place  in  two  days.  All  the  banks  in  the 
county  suspended  specie  payment. 

"The  rage  for  corner  lots  and  eligible 
sites  was  rife,  and  ran  to  so  high  a 

pitch  that  men  of  all  pursuits — farmers, 
mechanics,  merchants  and  lawyers  and 

even  ministers  of  the  Gospel — embark- 
ed upon  the  wild  sea,  without  rudder  or 

ballast,  with  nothing  to  propel  them 
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but  a  whirlwind,  that  soon  scattered 

them  in  broken  fragments  upon  a  lee 
shore.  The  general  result  has  been  a 

stagnation  of  trade,  depreciation  in  the 

prices  of  all  kinds  of  property  and  en- 
tire prostration  of  many  families  who 

had  been  in  prosperous  circumstances 
and  on  the  high  road  to  competence 

and  even  independence,  and  the  hope- 
less bankruntcy  of  thousands  of  others. 

Though  affected  to  a  greater  degree, 
Dunkirk  was  not  alone  in  its  madness. 

Most  of  the  other  villages  were  more 

or  less  influenced  by  the  mania  that 

swept  over  the  land,  and  suffered  in 

proportion  to  the  extent  of  their  oper- 
ations."— E.  F.  Warren. 

Upon  Dunkirk  the  calamity  fell  the 

heaviest.  "Unmerciful  disaster  fol- 

lowed fast  and  followed  faster."  The 
villaee  seemed  prostrated  beyond  re- 

covery. The  credit  of  almost  every  bus- 
iness man  was  blasted.  Walter  Smith, 

upon  whom  its  fortunes  rested,  was 
overwhelmed  in  the  common  fate.  From 

this  period  forw^ard  until  the  Erie  Road 

nearly  approached  completion,  but  lit- 
tle effort  was  made  towards  a  recov- 

ery. Its  commerce  nearly  left  it.  The 

steamboats  only  stopped  to  "wood  up." 
Long  piles  of  steamboat  wood  lined  the 

road  that  led  towards  Fredonia  (Cen- 
tral Avenue),  and  loaded  the  wharves 

of  Walter  Smith  and  John  Beggs.  At 
length  the  docks  and  warehouses  went 
out  of  repair,  their  planks  and  timbers 
rotted.  The  dwellings  of  the  village 

became  dilapidated,  the  doors  and  win- 
dows of  the  vacant  ones  broken.  For 

thirteen  years  the  unfinished  Loder 
House  was  the  home  of  bats  and  owls. 

Tottering  old  rookeries  bordered  Front 

and  Center  Streets,  threatening  the  pe- 
destrian. A  sleepy  air  hung  over  the 

town,  grass  grew  in  the  streets  and  the 
village  cows  ran  free  in  all.  They 

ranged  without  restraint  over  the  va- 
cant unfenced  lots  to  the  adjacent 

woods,  each  wearing  a  bell  to  denote 
its  whereabouts.      On  summer  nights 

they  would  visit  Center  Street  dock  to 
lick  the  salt  from  the  barrels  lying 

there,  and  the  discordant  jangle  of  their 

bells  disturbed  the  repose  of  the  sleep- 
ing Dunkirkers.  Washington  Square 

was  given  up  to  geese  and  pigs.  The 

highway  between  Dunkirk  and  Fre- 
donia was  but  little  traveled,  and  was 

almost  impassable  some  seasons  of  the 
year  on  account  of  the  mud.  When  the 
storm  had  blown  over  and  it  became 
certain  that  the  Erie  Road  was  to  be 

built,  and  as  the  work  neared  its  con- 
summation, evidences  of  life  again  ap- 

peared in  Dunkirk  and  business  was 
resumed.  People  began  to  gather 
there  once  more.  There  were  signs 

of  nrenaration  and  an  air  of  expecta- 
tion, as  if  some  great  event  were  about 

to  happen.  A  strong  rivalry  then  and 
for  some  years  after  the  completion  of 
the  Erie  Road  existed  between  Fre- 

donia and  Dunkirk,  which  has  now 
worn  away. 

The  winter  of  1837  1838  was  one 

of  the  mildest  ever  known  in  the  coun- 

ty. Vessels  navigated  Lake  Erie  dur- 
ing the  winter  months,  including  Jan- 

uary. In  this  winter  occurred  the 

"Patriot  War."  Many  of  the  people  of 
Canada  were  discontented  with  the 

British  government,  particularly  the 
French  inhabitants  of  Lower  Canada. 

An  armed  rebellion  broke  out  there, 

which  was  finally  suppressed  with  some 
loss  of  life.  Uprisings  of  a  less  serious 
character  occurred  in  Upper  Canada. 

The  Httle  steamboat  "Caroline,"  owned 
by  a  citizen  of  Buffalo,  was  captured 

by  the  British  at  Schlosser  on  the  Ni- 
agara River,  set  on  fire,  and  sent  over 

the  Falls.  One  person  was  killed  and 
several  wounded.  This  affair  caused 

much  excitement  in  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty. A  meeting  was  held  m  January  at 

the  courthouse  at  Mayville,  of  which 
William  Peacock  was  chairman,  and 

George  W.  Tew,  secretary.  A  commit- 
tee of  five  was  appointed  to  draft  reso- 

lutions with  reference  to  the  outrage 
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at  Schlosser.  Strong  resolutions  were 

passed  condemning  the  act,  and  in  fav- 
or of  military  preparations  to  protect 

the  borders  of  the  county  against  fur- 
ther outrages.  Gen.  T.  J.  Sutherland, 

a  patriot  leader,  visited  the  county. 
Some  enlistments  were  obtained.  Sec- 

ret lodges  of  "Hunters"  were  formed 
along  the  frontier  of  Canada,  to  collect 

munitions,  and  aid  the  "patriots."  Two 
hundred  or  three  hundred  stands  of 

arms  had  been  gathered,  and  were 

stored  for  the  use  of  the  "patriots"  at 
Fredonia.  A  body  of  United  States 

troops  under  General  Worth,  was  sent 

up  Lake  Erie  to  suppress  these  un- 
lawful proceedings.  They  stopped 

at  Dunkirk  and  marched  to  Fre- 

donia to  break  up  the  "Hunters 
Lodge"  there.  Several  wagon-loads 
of  arms  and  army  supplies  were 

captured.  Among  those  who  ventured 
into  Canada,  and  took  up  arms  in  the 
patriot  cause,  was  Linus  W.  Miller, 

who  resided  in  Stockton.  He  was  tak- 
en, tried,  condemned  and  punished  by 

transportation  to  the  island  of  Van  Die- 
mans  Land.  After  an  absence  of  near- 

ly eight  years,  he  returned  to  this  coun- 
ty. The  interesting  story  of  his  captiv- 

ity he  told  in  the  "Notes  of  an  Exile." 
On  the  14th  of  June,  1838,  the  steam- 

boat ''Washington,"  on  her  downward 
trip  to  Buffalo,  when  about  twelve 
miles  below  Dunkirk,  but  several  miles 
from  shore,  was  discovered  to  be  on 

fire.  She  immediately  steered  for  Sil- 
ver Creek,  the  nearest  harbor,  but  the 

flames  spread  so  rapidly  that  she  soon 
became  crippled  and  was  smking  when 

the  steamboat  "North  America"  hove 
in  sight,  took  her  in  tow,  and  succeeded 
in  getting  her  within  two  miles  of  the 
shore,  where  she  sunk.  Twelve  of  the 

seventy  persons  on  board  were  lost. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors in  1839,  certificates  were 

given  for  wolves  killed  in  Busti  and 
Clymer.  The  year  closed  with  the 
heaviest  fall  of  snow  in  the  record  of 

the  county.  This  snowstorm  is  still 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  oldest 
residents.  About  Christmas  in  a  short 

time  the  snow  fell  to  the  depth  of  five 
feet.  The  wind  heaped  it  into  drifts 
rendering  the  roads  entirely  impassable. 
All  communication  was  cut  off  even 

between  the  nearest  neighbors.  Flocks 

were  buried  in  the  drifts,  and  physi- 
cians were  interrupted  in  their  duties, 

resulting  in  some  instances  in  the  death 

of  their  patients.  By  the  census  of 

1840  the  population  of  the  county  was 
fortv-seven  thousand  nine  hundred 

seventy-five,  an  increase  m  five  years 
of  but  three  thousand  one  hundred  six. 

In  1841  a  very  large  wolf  was  killed 
in  Villenova.  It  was  the  last  destroyed 
in  the  county.  It  had  killed  a  flock  of 
twelve  sheep  belonging  to  Mr.  Hunter 
in  the  Conewango  Valley.  Being  pur- 

sued, it  took  refuge  in  the  wilderness 
country  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
town  of  Charlotte.  It  thence  sallied 

forth  killing  three  or  four  sheep  in  the 
Lake  Settlement,  and  two  sheep  for 
John  Reed  within  a  mile  of  the  village 
of  Sinclairville.  It  was  then  hunted 

night  and  day  by  many  people.  It  was 
so  successful  in  avoiding  its  pursuers 
that  it  was  not  killed  until  it  had  been 

hunted  thirty-one  days.  Its  skin  was 
stuffed,  mounted  upon  a  sleigh  and  ex- 

hibited in  different  towns.  The  rec- 

ords of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  show 

that  a  bounty  of  "ten  dollars  was  allow- 
ed Sewall  Spauldinp-  for  killing  a  full 

grown  wolf,  in  the  town  of  Villenova." 
The  same  portion  of  Lake  Erie 

where  three  years  before  the  steam- 

boat "Washington"  was  lost,  was  the 
scene  of  the  most  terrible  catastrophe 
that  ever  occurred  on  the  waters  of 

Lake  Erie.  August  9th,  1841,  the 

steamboat  "Erie,"  Captain  Titus,  left 

Buffalo  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.  for  Chicago, 
with  over  two  hundred  fifty  persons  on 
board.  When  off  Silver  Creek  about 

3  o'clock,  a  carboy  of  copal  varnish 
which  had  been  placed  on  the  upper 
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deck  near  the  smoke  stack,  became 
heated  and  l)urst.  The  boat  had  been 

]:)ainte(l  and  varnished,  and  in  a  few 
moments  the  whole  of  the  npper  part 

of  the  vessel  was  enveloped  in  flames. 
At  once  the  dreadful  alternative  of 

death  by  fire  or  water  was  forced  upon 

the  passengers.  Thev  all  leaped  into  the 
lake  without  life  preservers,  or  the 

sligditest  article  of  buoyancy  to  sustain 

them,  save  one,  who  it  is  said  laid  him- 
self out  to  die  on  the  working  beam 

of  the  engine.  Over  two  hundred  per- 
ished, of  whom  one  hundred  fifty  were 

Swiss  emigrants.  Swiss  mothers  were 
seen  to  throw  their  children  in  the  lake, 

and- then  plunge  in  themselves.  When 

the  flames  were  discovered,  the  "De 

Witt  Clinton,"  which  had  put  into  Dun- 
kirk a  short  time  before,  the  little 

steamboat  "Sylph"  which  was  also  ly- 
ing there,  and  other  small  boats  has- 

tened to  the  relief  of  the  burning  boat. 

They  only  saved  about  thirty-five  per- 
sons, who  were  found  clinging  to  the 

burning  wreck,  or  floating  on  pieces 
of  boxes,  furniture  and  timber.  The 

people  of  Dunkirk  gathered  at  the  land- 
ing and  shore  and  witnessed  the  appal- 
ling scene.  The  lurid  flames  illuminat- 

ed the  night.  The  fearful  thought  that 
human  beings  were  perishing,  sent  a 
thrill  of  horror  through  every  heart. 
The  burning  vessel  appeared  to  them 
to  be  at  Battery  Point,  while  in  fact  it 
was  several  miles  out.  George  and 
Sampson  Alton  and  Andrew  Wood  put 
out  in  a  little  boat  with  a  mere  rag  of 
a  sail  and  saved  young  Lamberton  of 
Erie,  who  had  swam  two  miles  from 

the  wreck.  Others  did  what  they  could, 
but  there  was  little  to  do  more  than 
to  rescue  from  the  waves  the  bodies  of 

the  lost.  The  corpses  of  the  drowned 
continued  to  float  ashore  for  two  weeks 

or  more.  The  greater  number  were  in- 
terred in  Dunkirk,  many  in  Silver 

Creek,  seven  in  Sheridan,  some  in 

Irving-  and  a  few  at  Van  Buren.  But 

four  of  the  lost  had  been  residents  of 
the  county. 

It  is  a  curious  and  now  almost  forgot- 
ten fact,  that  among  the  industries  that 

have  been  cultivated  in  this  county  was 
included  at  one  time  the  raising  of  silk. 
As  early  as  1827  a  small  number  of 
black  mulberry  trees,  vionis  nigra,  now 
cultivated  for  ornament  and  shade,  were 

grown,  and  a  small  quantity  of  silk- 
worms raised.  A  smaller  tree,  the 

white  mulberry,  vioni,  alba,  was 
1)rought  into  the  county  about  the 
same  time.  About  1834  the  Chinese 

mulberry,  morns  nntticaulis,  the  leaves 
of  which  were  best  suited  for  food  for 

silkworms,  was  introduced.  In  1841  an 

act  was  passed  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  bounty  of  fifteen  cents  for 

everv  pound  of  cocoons  raised  and  fifty 
cents  for  every  pound  of  reeled  silk 
made  from  cocoons  raised  in  the  coun- 

ty. The  efTect  of  this  law  was  to  stim- 
ulate for  a  short  time  the  growing  of 

silk.  Mulberry  groves  were  common 
and  silkworms  for  a  while  grown  in 

considerable  numbers.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  know  that  one  hundred  pounds 

of  silk  were  actually  raised  in  the  coun- 
ty in  1842.  The  business  proved  to  be 

a  losing  speculation. 

In  President  Harrison's  administra- 

tion, while  Daniel  W^ebster  was  Secre- 
tary of  State,  the  question  respecting 

the  northwestern  boundary  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  was  tmder  consideration; 

Webster  at  this  time  visited  the  county 

to  interview  Donald  McKenzie  at  May- 
ville.  McKenzie  was  born  in  Scotland 

of  distinguished  lineage,  came  to  Can- 
ada early  in  the  present  century ;  for 

eight  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  fur 
business.  In  1809  he  became  one  of 

the  partners  of  John  Jacob  Astor  in  the 
fur  trade,  and  was  established  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  River,  where 

he  remained  u'ntil  181 2.  In  1821  he 
joined  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  and 
was  one  of  the  council  and  chief  factors 

with  his  headquarters  at  Fort  Garry, 
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and  was  afterwards  Governor  of  the 

company.  In  1832  he  removed  to  May- 
vihe  and  resided  there  until  his  death 

in  1851.  His  Hfe  was  full  of  adventures 

and  peril.  When  Webster  visited  Mc- 
Kenzie,  he  came  from  Buffalo  to  Bar- 

celona and  thence  to  Mayville  in  a  cov- 
ered carriage.  His  purpose  was  to  as- 

certain such  facts  bearing  upon  the 

northvv^estern  boundary  controversy  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  England 

as  were  in  the  possession  of  McKenzie. 

His  visit  was  a  government  secret  and 
known  at  the  time  by  hut  few.  Judge 

William  Peacock  was  among  the  num- 
ber. Webster  remained  one  day  and 

two  nights  at  the  residence  of  McKen- 
zie. 

In  the  spring  of  1843,  Capt.  Nathan 
Brown  of  Jamestown  sent  down  the 
river  the  first  of  his  store  boats.  Until 

the  building  of  the  railroad  to  James- 
town, these  boats  furnished  the  prin- 

cipal means  for  the  transportation  to 
market  of  the  articles  manufactured 

there.  From  the  year  1843  1880, 

Mr.  Brown  built  one  hundred  fifty-four 
of  these  boats,  loaded  them  with  work- 

ed building  materials  and  other  wood- 
work and  sent  them  down  the  river, 

selling  his  cargo  at  points  along  the 

Ohio,  and  other  rivers,  and  finally  sel- 
ling his  boat.  The  enterprise  of  Mr. 

Brown  made  him  and  his  boats  familiar- 
ly known  along  the  Allegheny,  Ohio 

and  Mississippi  Rivers  for  many  years. 
On  the  4th  of  November,  1844,  late 

in  the  evening,  Nathaniel  Lowry,  the 
leading  merchant  of  Jamestown,  and 
one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  the 

county,  while  returning  to  his  dwelling 
in  Jamestown,  was  stabbed  in  the  side 

with  a  knife,  by  a  person  evidently  hav- 
ing the  purpose  of  killing  him.  For  a 

long  time  his  life  was  despaired  of.  He 

finally  recovered.  Jeremiah  C.  New- 
man of  Pine  Grove  (now  Russell)  War- 
ren County,  Pa.,  was  suspected  of  the 

offense,  arrested,  indicted  and  tried  at 

the  Chautauqua  County  (Jyer  and  Ter- 

miner, held  at  Mayville  in  January, 

1846.  The  trial  excited  great  public  in- 
terest and  was  one  of  the  most  cele- 

brated in  the  history  of  the.  county. 
Richard  P.  and  Dudley  Marvin,  James 
Mullett  and  Madison  Burnell,  the  ablest 

lawyers  of  the  county,  were  engaged 
either  in  the  prosecution  or  defense. 
Newman  was  convicted  and  sentenced 

to  state  prison  for  five  years  and  three 
months. 

The  same  year  Alvan  Cornell  was 
tried  at  Mayville  l)efore  Justice  Dayton 

for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  bv  cutting- 
her  throat  with  a  razor  in  Jamestown. 
He  attempted  suicide  Init  tailed.  The 
prosecution  was  conducted  by  David 
Mann,  the  District  Attorney.  He  was 
defended  by  Samuel  A.  Brown,  was 

found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  hung 
but  was  not  executed.  He  was  believed 
to  have  been  insane  and  his  sentence 

was  commuted  to  im]:)risonmenti  for 
life. 

By  the  state  census  taken  in  1845,  the 

population  of  the  county  was  forty-six 
thousand  five  hundred  forty-eight,  a 
falling  ofT  in  five  years  of  fourteen 

hundred  twenty-seven.  This  had  not 
happened  before  since  the  settlement 
of  the  county.  During  the  ten  years 
that  followed  the  1)uilding  of  the  Erie 
Canal,  and  that  had  preceded  the  year 

1835,  twenty-four  thousand  two  hun- 
dred forty-four  inhal:>itants  were  added 

to  its  population,  an  increase  of  one 

hundred  twenty  per  cent.,  the  most  rap- 
id growth  the  county  had  ever  known. 

During  the  ten  succeeding  years  it  had 

added  only  sixteen  hundred  sev- 
enty-nine to  its  copulation,  an  in- 

crease of  but  four  per  cent,  and  at  the 

close  of  that  period  it  was  actually  de- 

creasino-  in  population.  This  remarka- 
ble falling  off  in  the  increase  of  popu- 

lation, from  1835  to  1845  is  believed 
to  have  been  due  to  the  fact  that  there 

was  during  that  period  a  large  emigra- 
tion from  Chautauqua  County  to  the 

west,  caused  1)y  the  hard  times  that  fol- 
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lowed  the  i^Tcal  financial  crash  in  1837, 

and  the  discouraging^-  delay  in  building 
the  Erie  Railroad. 

On  the  first  Monday  of  June,  1846, 
the  convention  to  frame  a  new  consti- 

tution for  the  state  commenced  its  ses- 
sion in  Albany.  George  W.  Patterson 

and  Richard  P.  Marvin  represented 

Chautauqua  County  in  the  convention. 
The  changes  and  reforms  made  by 

the  new  constitution  in  the  judicial  sys- 
tem of  the  state  were  followed  by  a 

statute  passed  in  1848  known  as  the 

"Code  of  Procedure,"  which  entirely 
revolutionized  the  practice  m  civil  pro- 

cedure. It  abolished  the  distinction 

between  suits  at  law  and  suits  in  equity, 

the  whole  system  of  pleading  was  re- 
formed and  many  other  changes  were 

made  of  a  radical  and  important  char- 
acter, respecting  the  procedure  in  civil 

actions.  The  changes  made  by  the  Code 

in  practice  and  '^leading  much  affected 

the  leg"al  profession.  Lawyers  who  had 
mastered  the  settled  principles  that  had 

governed  the  practice  were  now  obliged 
to  devote  much  study  to  the  perplexing 
questions  that  arose  under  the  new 
system.  Attorneys  then  past  their 
prime  of  life  were  naturally  disinclined 
to  renew  their  studies  and  many  of  the 
older  lawyers  ceased  to  take  as  active 
a  part  in  the  profession  as  before,  and 
some  entirely  retired  from  it. 
When  the  Code  went  into  effect, 

marked  the  close  of  an  era  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Chautauqua  County  bar. 

The  first  ̂ ^eriod  of  its  history  (the  pion- 
eer period)  commenced  with  the  or- 

ganization of  the  county  and  continued 
ten  years  until  the  constitution  of  1821, 
during  which  time  the  old  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  was  the  principal  legal 
tribunal.  Four  years  of  tHis  time  this 

court  was  held  in  John  Scott's  log  tav- 
ern, and  afterwards  in  the  old  court- 

house. Zattu  Cushing  was  the  First 

Judge,  and  presided  in  the  Common 
Pleas  during  all  this  period.  Judge 

Cushino-  although  he  had  no  superior 

advantages  of  education,  or  legal  train- 

ing-, possessed  the  other  qualities  of  an 
excellent  Judge.  Jn.e  was  possessed  of 

a  suoerior  mind,  personal  dignity,  firm- 
ness and  force  of  character,  and  was 

benevolent  and  pure  in  his  life.  In 
every  respect  he  honored  the  position. 
It  is  fortunate  that  through  the 

thoughtfulness  of  Judge  Walworth,  the 
portrait  of  the  estimable  pioneer  Judge 

now  adorns  the  courtroom  of  the  coun- 
ty. It  is  also  fortunate  that  we  have 

of  him  an  excellent  memorial  sketch 

from  the  pen  of  Oscar  W.  Johnson,  in 
which  his  life  and  character  are  as 

truly  delineated  as  are  his  features  in 
the  portrait.  Had  we  a  transcript  of 
the  strong  faces  of  all  the  old  lawyers 

who  practiced  in  his  court,  it  w^ould  be 

an  invaluaole  possession  for  future  gen- 
erations— of  Anselm  Potter,  Jacob 

Houghton,  James  H.  Price,  James  Mul- 
lett,  Dudley  Marvin,  Sheldon  Smith, 
Abner  Hazeltine,  Samuel  A.  Brown, 

Ernest  Mullett  John  Crane,  Ab- 
ram  Dixon,  David  Mann  and  oth- 

ers. Althoug-h  the  field  of  their 
labors  was  close  to  the  borders 

of  the  wilderness,  they  were  men  skill- 
ed in  their  profession.  Several  of  them 

were  college  graduates,  some  were  men 
of  unusual  natural  capacity ;  all  were 

w^ell  read  in  legal  principles  and  skilled 
in  the  practice  of  the  law.  For  knowl- 

edge of  the  fundamental  principles  of 

the  law  they  would  not  suffer  by  a  com- 
parison with  their  brethren  of  the  pro- 
fession in  succeeding  years.  In  1820 

there  were  thirteen  of  these  pioneer 
lawyers  in  the  county. 

The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  contin- 
ued after  the  constitution  of  1821,  and 

until  that  of  1846.  For  nearly  twenty 

of  the  twenty-five  years  of  this  period, 
Dr.  E.  T.  Foote  was  its  First  Judge. 

Like  Judge  Cushing  he  was  not  a  law- 
yer by  profession,  but  was  a  man  of 

ability,  and  well  fitted  to  oreside  in  this 
popular  court.  He  took  great  interest 

in  the  early  settlers,  and  during  his  ac- 
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tive  years,  a  leading  part  in  every  en- 
terprise designed  to  promote  the  pros- 

perity of  the  county  not  only  as  regard- 
ed its  business  interests,  but  for  the 

moral  aiid  religious  advancement  of  the 

people  also. 
Thomas  A.Osborne  succeeded  Judge 

Foote  as  First  Judge  of  the  Common 

Pleas,  but  held  that  position  during 
1843  and  1844  only.  He  was  a  good 
lawyer  and  was  best  qualified  by  reason 

of  his  legal  attainments  to  nil  the  posi- 
tion of  any  who  have  filled  the  office. 

Mr.  OsDorne  was  an  accomplished 

writer,  particularly  upon  political  sub- 
jects. He  was  a  Democrat,  and  his 

clear  and  finely  written  articles  main- 
taining the  principles  of  his  party  often 

appeared  in  the  Mayville  Sentinel  and 
other  papers  of  the  county. 

Thomas  B.  Campbell,  also  a  Demo- 
crat, succeeded  Judge  Osborne  as  First 

Judge  and  held  the  position  for  two 
years,  and  until  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  ceased  to  exist.  The  Court  suf- 

fered no  deterioration  with  Judge 

Campbell  as  its  presiding  officer.  Al- 
though he  was  not  a  lawyer,  he  was  a 

strong  minded,  able  and  upright  man. 

who  like  his  predecessors  had  an  apti- 
tude for  the  law.  By  his  strong  and 

practical  good  sense,  he  commanded 
the  respect  not  only  of  the  suitors  at 
law,  but  of  the  members  of  the  bar  who 

practiced  in  his  court. 

The  old  Common  Pleas  in  1847  ceas- 
ed to  exist  as  a  court.  When  it  expired 

it  was  composed  of  Thomas  B.  Camp- 
bell, First  Judge  ;  John  M.  Edson,  Caleb 

O.  Daughaday,  Niram  Sackett  and 
Franklin  H.  Wait,  Judges.  This  had 

been  the  court  most  familiar  to  the  peo- 
ple from  its  organization.  Court  week, 

to  the  old  settler,  was  a  period  of  rec- 
reation, best  suited  to  his  peculiar  taste. 

His  constant  struggle  for  existence 
with  the  forest  and  with  unpropitious 
seasons  had  trained  him  to  take  his 

greatest  pleasure  in  the  trials  of 
strength,   of  skill  and  of  brain.  He 

took  delight  in  witnessing  the  sharp 
encounters  and  trials  of  wit  tuat  a  law- 

suit brought  forth.  This  old  court  was 
also  a  school  of  instruction.  There  he 
obtained  his  first  ideas  of  the  law,  and 

learned  the  principles  of  our  govern- 
ment. The  Judges  were  to  him  the 

best  examples  of  dignity,  justice  and 
wisdom,  the  closing  plea  of  his  favorite 
lawyer  his  highest  ideal  of  eloquence, 
and  he  was  not  without  reason  for  this 

opinion.  Judge  Mullett,  Dudley  Mar- 
vin and  Madison  Burnell  as  forensic 

orators,  were  without  superiors  in 
Western  New  YorK.  The  remarkable 

genius  of  Judge  Mullett,  his  rare  wit, 

and  his  powerful  and  impressive  elo- 
quence never  failed  to  carry  away  and 

control  his  audience.  The  logic,  the 

eloquence,  the  will  of  Ikirnell  dominat- 
ed the  court,  and  wrenched  verdicts 

from  juries. 

The  bar  of  the  count}'  in  1830  num- 
bered sixteen  members,  in  1843  it  had 

increased  to  fort\-three.  (The  writer 
has  given  a  more  extended  account  of 
the  bar  of  the  county  and  of  its  court 

in  the  history  of  the  count}-  published 
by  .V'.  A.  Ferguson  &  Co.  in  1894,  to 
which  the  reader  is  referred.) 

Great  progress  was  made  in  educa- 
tion, and  schools  during  the  Early 

Farming  Period.  Phin  M.  Miller  in 
his  exhaustive  history  of  the  schools  of 

the  county  has  aptly  denominated  this 

as  the  "Red  School  House  Period" 
while  the  time  preceding  it  he  calls 

the  "Log  School  House  Period."  The 
Fredonia  Academy  although  incorpor- 

ated during  the  Pioneer  Period,  was 

not  opened  to  pupils  until  1826.  May- 
ville Academy  was  incorporated  in 

1834.  Jamestown  Academy  in  1836, 
Dunkirk  Academy  in  1837,  Westfield 

Academy  in  1839,  ̂ ^^^^  Ellington  Acad- 
emy in  1851.  In  1836  provisions  were 

made  by  law  establishing  school  dis- 
trict li1)raries.  The  common  school 

system  however  remained  substantial- 
ly unchanged  until  1843,  when  Town 
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Commissioners  and  Inspectors  were 

abolished,  the  office  of  Town  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools  created,  and  the 

Board  of  SuDcrvisors  authorized  to  ap- 

point a  County  Superintendent  of 
Schools.  Under  the  provisions  of  the 

law,  Worthy  Putnam  was  elected 

County  Superintendent  of  Schools  in 

1843.  Pi-^tnam   immediately  en- 
deavored to  arouse  an  interest  in 

schools  and  education.  He  appealed 

directly  to  the  citizens  of  the  county 
to  aid  him.  He  personally  visited  its 
schools,  and  stimulated  both  teachers 

and  scholars  to  effort.  Through  his 

personal  influence  many  new  school- 
houses  were  built  in  the  county.  But 

it  was  with  the  teachers  and  scholars 

that  he  had  the  most  success.  The  first 

Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  May- 
ville  in  1846  under  his  superintendence. 

Both  teachers  and  scholars  long  re- 
membered with  gratitude  the  interest 

he  awakened  in  them,  in  teaching  and 

learning.  The  term  he  served  as  Coun- 
ty SuDcrintendent  of  Schools  is  the 

most  memorable  in  the  annals  of  school 

teaching  in  our  county's  history. 
Durins:  the  Mexican  war,  which  came 

to  a  close  in  1848,  several  soldiers 

served  who  had  been  residents  of  Chau- 

tauqua County,  among  them  Nathan 
Randall,  a  resident  of  Mayville,  and 
also  of  Sinclairville,  served  under  Capt. 
Robert  Anderson  of  Fort  Sumter  fame, 

in  Worth's  division.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  Cerro  Gordo,  Cherubusco, 
Molino  del  Rey,  and  Chapultepec, 

where  he  was  wounded.  He  was  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  Civil  War.  Zeke  Powers  of 

EUery  served  in  the  war  and  died  in  the 
service. 

In  June,  1848,  gold  was  discovered  in 
California,  and  people  from  all  parts 
of  the  world  began  flocking  there. 
Three  hundred  fifty  vessels  were  lying 
at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  San  Francis- 

co in  September  of  1849.  To  reach 
California  that  year  from  the  eastern 
states  was  an  undertaking  greater  than 

it  would  be  now  to  go  to  the  remotest 

part  of  the  earth.  People  who  had  the 
hardihood  and  enterprise  to  find  the 
mines  of  California  that  year  were 

called  "Forty-niners,"  and  gained  a 
distinction  that  was  denied  to  those 

that  came  afterwards.  Chautauqua 
contributed  its  full  share  of  those  early 

adventurers.  Among  the  iorty-niners 
was  George  Stoneman,  a  native  of  the 
county,  a  lieutenant  in  the  regular 

army,  afterwards  a  distinguished  Gen- 
eral in  the  Civil  War.  That  year  he 

took  some  Dart  in  framing  the  consti- 
tution of  that  state,  of  which  many 

years  after  he  became  the  Governor. 

About  the  first  Chautauquan  to  ar- 
rive in  California  after  the  discovery  of 

gold  was  Col.  Heman  Winchester, 
whom  we  have  had  occasion  to  men- 

tion in  previous  pages,  a  wellknown 
citizen  of  the  town  of  Ellery.  He  went 

by  the  way  of  V'era  Cruz,  the  City  of 
Mexico  and  Mazatlan,  and  was  on  his 

way  one  hundred  eight  days.  He  ar- 
rived at  San  Francisco  early  in  June 

1849,  where  he  found  a  quiet  and  order- 

ly people  with  no  civil  government  ex- 
cept what  was  self-imposed.  The 

charge  of  a  blacksmith  tor  shoeing  a 

horse  was  twentv-four  dollars,  carpen- 

ters' wages  were  from  ten  dollars  to 
thirty  dollars  a  day,  and  found.  Stores 
were  renting  for  from  one  thousand 
dollars  to  three  thousand  dollars  per 
month.  One  house  in  San  Francisco 

of  moderate  size,  rented  for  eighty-five 
thousand  dollars  for  a  year.  Before  he 
entered  the  mines  Mr.  Winchester  re- 

ceived five  hundred  dollars  for  moving 

thirty  cords  of  dirt  a  distance  of  six 
rods. 

Others  from  Chautauqua  that  year 

made  the  long,  tedious  and  dangerous 

journey  over  the  plains,  some  with  ox 
teams,  living  on  the  way  on  buffalo 

meat  and  hardtack,  traveling  along- 
dusty  trails  over  heated  plains  with 
parched  lins,  their  thirst  for  gold  almost 
overcome  by  their  thirst  for  water.  For 
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hundreds  of  miles  they  tr^iveled  over 
sterile  plains  and  vast  prairies,  where 
the  buffalo  and  antelope  thronged  in 

great  numbers.  The  line  of  their  jour- 
ney was  strewn  with  broken  wagons, 

abandoned  provisions  and  freight, 
dead  animals  sometimes  blocking  the 
way  so  as  to  compel  a  change  of  the 

route,  graves  of  emigrants  marking  al- 
most every  mile  of  their  trail. 

Among  those  from  Chautauqua 

County  who  journeyed  across  the  con- 
tinent that  year  were  Alonzo  Winsor, 

Lyman  Rexford  and  D.  M.  Bemus  from 
Ellicott  and  Russell  Wilson.  Aretus  J. 

Blackmer  arrived  in  California  in  Aug- 

ust, 1849,  after  a  journey  of  ninety- 
nine  days.  The  first  four  days  after 
his  arrival  he  worked  on  the  bar  near 

Sutter's  mill  and  gathered  m  that  time 

seventy  dollars'  worth  of  gold.  John 
Clark  from  Busti  was  four  months  on 

the  way.  Of  those  who  journeyed  over 
the  plains,  was  a  party  from  Westfield, 

attached  to  Col.  Gratiot's  company 
from  Buffalo,  among-  whom  was  Ros- 
siter  P.  Johnson.  J.  Hutchins  from 
Mayville  made  the  journey  around 

Cape  Horn.  Some  crossed  the  Isth- 
mus. Among  the  many  others  who 

traveled  to  the  mines  from  Chautauqua 

County  in  1849  was  David  Sabius,  Arba 

Briggs,  and  Seneca  Hoag.  The  great- 
er number  of  these  early  miners  from 

Chautauqua  County  had  fair  success 
and  some  returned  with  a  competence. 

In  the  year  1849  I'^^t  a  mile  of  rail- 
road had  been  built  in  the  county  ex- 

cept that  portion  of  the  New  York  and 
Erie  Railroad  Idading  easterly  from 
Dunkirk  that  had  been  abandoned. 

The  imports  of  the  county  were  mostly 
brought  in,  and  the  exports  taken  out, 
at  the  ports  of  Dunkirk,  Barcelona, 
Silver  Creek  and  Cattaraugus  and  over 
the  main  road  that  passed  through 

Westfield,  Fredonia,  and  over  the  Cat- 
taraugus Creek.  In  the  south  part  of 

the  county  Chautauqua  Lake  and  the 
Conewango    were     to    some  extent 

means  of  communication.  To  reach 
these  routes .  from  the  interior  of  the 
county  many  miles  of  dirt  road,  the 
most  of  it  poor  and  muddy  during  the 
wet  season,  had  to  traveled.  This 
year  important  improvements  were 
commenced  in  the  roadways.  Plank 
roads,  which  had  been  introduced  into 
the  United  States  1)ut  a  few  years  be- 

fore, now  began  to  1)e  made.  Lines 
leading  from  the  Main  road  in  the 

north  part  of  the  county  a1)ove  men- 
tioned were  surveyed  and  their  con- 

struction commenced.  These  roads 
were  built  along  old  highways  when  it 
was  practicable,  but  when  the  grade 
was  an  objection  thev  would  be  secured 
over  new  routes. 

In  building  a  plank  road  a  turnpike 
was  graded  about  sixteen  feet  wide. 

Upon  one  side  and  lengthwise  with  the 
roadbed  two  lines  of  stringers,  each 

one  and  one-half  inches  thick,  were 
laid,  across  them  three  inch  hemlock 

plank  were  placed  and  their  ends  cov- 
ered with  earth.  Toll  gates  were  erect- 

ed at  convenient  points  along  the  line 
of  the  road.  For  a  few  \  ears  these 

plank  roads  were  excellent  thorough- 
fares over  which  heavy  loads  were  easi- 

ly and  rapidly  transported,  but  heat 
and  moisture  caused  them  soon  to  de- 

cay and  repairs  became  necessary. 
They  were  finally  covered  with  earth 
in  most  instances,  and  in  this  form  they 
were  much  better  than  ordinary  earth 
roads.  Although  plank  roads  proved 
to  be  unprofitable  to  the  stockholders, 

they  were  while  they  existed,  of  much 
value  to  the  people  of  the  county.  They 
advanced  settlement  and  improvement 
in  the  interior  towns.  Many  people 

found  employment  in  constructing" 
them  and  in  the  many  steam  mills  that 
were  built  to  manufacture  plank  to  be 
used  in  their  construction. 

The  first  built  was  the  Westfield  and 

Chautauqua  Plank  Road.  Its  northern 
termination  was  at  Westfield,  its  south- 

ern Hartfield,  where  it  was  designed 
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to  intercept  the  travel  on  the  east  side 
of  tlie  hike.  Al)ont  two  miles  north 
of  the  south  termination  there  was  a 

l)ranch  route  extending-  to  the  steam- 
boat landing-  at  Mayville.  This  branch 

was  built  to  intercept  travel  on  the 
west  side  of  the  lake.  This  road  and 

its  branches  were  nine  miles  in  length. 

TheWestfield  and  Clymer  Plank  Road 

was  organized  this  year.  It  commenced 
at  Westheld  and  extended  southerly 

through  the  towns  of  Westfield,  Sher- 
man and  Clvmer  to  the  Pennsylvania 

line,  one  and  one-half  miles  south  of 
Cb/mer  village,  in  all  a  distance  of 

twenty-five  miles.  It  was  expected  at 
the  time  that  this  line  would  eventually 
extend  north  to  Barcelona,  and 

south  through  the  valley  of  the  Broken 
Strav'/  to  the  Allegheny  River.  The 
abundance  of  the  hemlock  trees  along 
the  line  of  this  road  enabled  its  builders 

to  obtain  hemlock  lumber  for  three  dol- 
lars or  four  dollars  per  thousand. 

iVl^out  this  time  a  ̂ lank  road  was 

built  from  Smiths  Mills  in  Chautauqua 

County  northeasterly  to  \>rsailles  in 
Cattaraugus  County,  and  thence  to 
Whites  Corner  in  Erie  County  and 

beyond. 
In  1850  the  population  of  the  county 

was  fifty  thousand  four  hundred  ninety- 
three.  Hanover  was  the  most  popu- 

lous town,  having  five  thousand  one 

hundred  forty-four  inhabitants.  Pom- 
fret,  which  included  the  present  town 
and  citv  of  Dunkirk,  had  four  thousand 

four  hundred  eighty-three ;  EUicott, 
which  included  Jamestown,  had  but 

three  thousand  five  hundred  twenty- 
three,  and  French  Creek,  the  least  po])- 
ulous  town,  but  seven  hundred  twenty- 
five  inhabitants.  The  increase  of  three 

thousand  nine  hundred  forty-five  in  the 
population  of  the  county  in  five  years 
was  chiefly  due  to  the  prospect  of  an 

immediate  completion  of  a  great  high- 
way of  travel  from  the  ocean  to  Lake 

Erie,  which  Dunkirk  and  all  the  county 
had  so  long  and  so  anxiously  awaited, 

and  now  the  time  had  arrived  when  the 

county  was  to  witness  the  consumma- 
tion of  this  great  work.  September 

22,  1841,  the  Erie  Road  was  opened 
from  Piedmont  to  Goshen  and  June 

7,  1843,  to  Middletown.  In  1845 
state  released  its  lien  on  the  road  and 

authorized  the  original  stockholders 
to  surrender  two  shares  of  old  stock 
and  receive  one  share  of  new.  The 

road  was  opened  to  Port  Jarvis  January 
6,  1848;  to  Oswego  June  i,  1849; 
Elmira  October,  1849;  Corning 

January  i,  1850,  and  to  Dunkirk  May 
14,  1851.  The  first  through  train  from 
Piedmont  to  the  Hudson  containing 

the  ])resident  and  directors  of  the  road 
arrived  there  on  the  22d  of  April  of 
that  year.  No  event  had  happened  in 
this  county  that  compared  with  it  in 
importance.  It  was  an  auspicious  event 

to  the  people  of  the  whole  southern 
tier  of  counties  and  was  hailed  all  along 

the  line  of  the  road  with  great  rejoic- 
ing. It  awakened  far  more  than  a  local 

interest.  No  great  economic  work  in 
this  country  had  before  excited  such 

expectations  except  the  Erie  Canal,  or 
since — not  even  the  Pacific  Railroad. 
It  was  built  over  mountain  ranges,  and 
along  a  difiicult  route  among  the 
sources  of  several  large  rivers,  and  was 

regarded  as  a  remarkable  achievement 
in  engineering.  So  important  was  the 
consummation  of  this  great  enterprise 

regarded  by  the  people  of  the  county 
that  the  oflicers  of  the  road  decided  to 

commemorate  it  bv  a  grand  celebration 
to  be  held  in  Dunkirk  on  Thursday 

the  15th  day  of  May,  1851.  The  cele- 
bration that  was  held  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed has  never  been  equalled  by  any- 

thing- of  the  kind  in  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty. It  was  national  in  its  character  and 

was  attended  bv  thousands  of  people 
from  without,  as  well  as  from  within 

the  county — by  Millard  Fillmore,  the 
President,  and  his  Cabinet,  and  very 

many  other  disting-uished  g^uests, 
The  day  proved  a  beautiful  and  fav- 
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orable  one.  At  sunrise  bells  were  rung 

and  cannon  fired.  Early  in  the  morn- 

ing" every  road  leading  into  Dunkirk 
was  thronged  with  people  on  foot,  in 
wagons  and  carriages,  coming  from 

all  parts  of  the  county — a  greater  por- 
tion of  whom  had  never  seen  a  loco- 

motive or  train  of  cars.  The  people 

were  attracted  by  the  novel  and  inter- 
esting entertainment  that  had  been  pre- 
pared and  by  the  fame  of  the  disting- 
uished guests  who  were  to  honor  the 

occasion.  They  came  in  a  genuine 

spirit  of  rejoicing  to  celel^rate  the  op- 
ening of  this  great  highway  for  trade 

and  land  commerce — this  long  hoped 
for  but  long  delayed  road  to  market 
for  their  produce. 
During  the  forenoon  ten  large  steamers 

arrived  loaded  with  passengers.  Among 
them  was  the  United  States  warshi]) 
Michigan,  the  steamers  Queen  City. 
Empire  State,  Empire  and  Keystone 
State.  Camion  were  fired  on  the  arrival 

of  each  within  the  beacon.  On  the  arriv- 
al of  the  Michigan,  one  hundred  guns 

were  fired  for  the  Union.  The  harbor 

was  filled  with  shipping  and  for  a  time 

presented  the  appearance  of  an  import- 
ant maritime  port.  Long  before  the 

arrival  of  the  train  from  New  York 

Dunkirk  was  filled  with  people.  Every 
arrangement  that  was  possible  in  a 
town  of  its  size  and  circumstances  had 

been  made  for  their  comfort  and  en- 
tertainment. Private  houses  were 

thrown  ooen  to  the  numerous  guests. 
The  railroad  depot,  then  a  covered 
building  extending  over  the  present 
tracks  of  the  Erie  and  Lake  Shore 

Roads,  which  at  that  time  was  three 
hundred  feet  in  length,  was  devoted  to 
the  occasion,  and  the  Loder  House,  an 

unfinished  hotel  of  large  proportions, 
was  filled  with  tables  loaded  with  eata- 

bles. Flags  and  streamers  were  strung 
across  the  streets — decorated  the  ho- 

tels and  nearlv  all  the  private  houses. 

L^pon  the  depot  above  the  flags  of 
France  and  England  floatcvl  the  Stars 

and  Stripes.     There  were  archways  of 
roses  and  evergreens — a  grand  arch- 

way spanned  the  railroad  track,  through 
which  the  train  was  to  pass.  Governor 
Hunt,  who  had  arrived  from  lUiffalo  on 
one  of  the  boats,  held  a  reception  at 
the  American  Hotel.    The  train  from 
New  York,  which  was  expected  at  i 
P.   M.,  was  delaved.     It  consisted  of 
twelve  passenger  cars,  and  1x3re  besides 
a  host  of  railroad  officials,  Millard  Fill- 

more,   the    President    of    the  United 
States,  Daniel  Webster  and  other  mem- 

bers of  the  Cabinet — the  president  and 
directors  of  The  Erie,  and  many  distin- 

guished invited  guests.    It  was  decorat- 
ed  with    one   hundred   banners,  each 

1)earing   an    aopropriate   motto  which 
had  been  presented  by  the  towns  and 
villages  along  the  line.    The  train  had 

been  preceded  by  the  locomotive  "Dun- 
kirk" as  pioneer  half  an  hour  in  ad- 

vance.   They  stonned  long  enough  at 
Forest ville  for  Ste])hen  A.  Douglas  and 
John  j.  Crittenden  and  others  to  make 
some  l)rief  remarks  to  the  people  that 
had  assembled  there.    As  Daniel  Web- 

ster rose  to  speak,  the  dazzling  sun,  blaz- 
ing full  in  his  face,  seemed  to  suggest 

the  thought.    He  pointed  to  that  orb, 

and  in  true  Websterian  phrase,  com- 

menced:    "My   friends,   you   have  as 
beautiful  a  countr\'  here  as  yon  bright 

sun  ever  shone  upon."    He  had  time  1)ut for  few  words  more  as  the  train  was 

about  to  start.    As  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  road  stepped  from  the 
cars  the  ladies  of  Dunkirk  presented 

them  with  a  banner,  and  P)enjamin  Lod- 
er made  an  appropriate  reply.    A  pro- 

cession was  then  formed  under  the  di- 
rection of  Noah  D.  Snow,  marshal,  led 

1)y    Dodsworth  s    New    York  Cornet 
Band,  and  marched  to  the  depot  where 

tables  and  provisions  had  l)een  prepar- 
ed  for   the   masses — two   oxen,  eight 

sheep,  fifty  pigs  roasted  whole,  four 
loaves  of  bread  containing  five  barrels 
of  flour,  twelve  barrels  of  hot  coffee, 

three  hundred  i:)lates  of  sandwiches,  be- 
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sides  a  larg-c  ([uantity  of  other  provi- 
sions were  ready  in  the  de])ot  as  a  free 

hnich  for  the  thonsands  in  waiting. 

The  procession,  however,  soon  re- 
turned to  the  Loder  House,  where  an 

excellent  collation  was  served  to  the 

officers  o/  the  road;  there  the  tables 

were  beautifully  decorated  and  the 

viands  most  inviting-.  At  the  conclu- 
sion of  the  repast  Hon.  George  W. 

Patterson  made  a  speech  appropriate 
to  the  occasion,  which  he  concluded  by 

introducing  President  Fillmore,  who 
congratulated  his  hearers  upon  the 

completion  of  the  road  and  said  it  was 
an  undertaking  greater  in  extent  and 
of  more  importance  than  that  which 

had  been  accomplished  by  any  private 

corporation  in  the  world,  and  compli- 
mented the  president  and  officers  of 

the  road  for  their  efforts  in  promoting 

it.  He  gave  as  a  toast  in  conclusion : 

'The  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad — 
the  greatest  private  enterprise  of  the 

age.  All  honor  to  the  men  whose  en- 
terprise has  accomplished  this  great 

work." 
Benjamin  Loder  responded  by  giv- 

ing a  full  historv  of  the  road,  and  said 
it  was  the  longest  ever  built  under  one 
charter  in  the  world.  He  was  followed 

by  other  speakers,  among  them  Stephen 
A.  Douglas  in  a  very  eloquent  speech. 
Senator  Daniel  S.  Dickinson  of  New 

York,  Governor  Hunt  and  others.  The 

last  speaker  was  Dr.  Peter  Wilson,  the 

educated  and  talented  Chief  of  the  Cay- 
uga nation  of  Indians.  He  made  one 

of  the  most  eloauent  speeches  of  the 
occasion,  eliciting  great  applause.  He 
concluded  as  follows  : 

"The  paleface  has  completed  a 
mighty  work.  He  has  overcome  the 
most  imposing  natural  barriers ;  he  has 
pierced  the  valleys  of  the  Delaware, 

Susquehanna,  Chemung  and  Allegheny, 
and  leveled  the  hills  where  roamed  my 
ancestors  centuries  ago.  Now  their 
descendants  marvel  at  the  doings  of 

the  paleface,  our  little  ones  are  fright- 

ened at  the  fire  and  smoke  and  speed 

of  your  iron  horse  and  run  to  us  for 

protection.  But  I  trust  that  the  spirits 
of  my  ancestors  look  down  with  pride 
upon  the  doings  of  the  paleface.  They 

cannot  but  be  proud  to  see  him  accom- 
plish his  great  destiny  and  see  him  fly 

from  hill  to  hill  and  ride  upon  the 

wings   of   lightning.  But,  fellow 
citizens,  in  behalf  of  my  tribe  I  come 

to  congratulate  you  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  your  great  work. 

"Your  passage  through  our  territory 
amazed  my  people,  all  nature  seemed 
to  shake  as  you  thundered  along,  and 

the  gigantic  oak  and  lofty  pine  bowed 
in  token  of  your  triumph.  But  the 

heart  of  the  Cayugan  is  warm  and  wel- 

comes you  to  his  country." 
Dr.  Wilson  then  presented  Mr.  Lod- 
er a  banner  of  the  Cayuga  tribes,  upon 

which  was  inscribed  the  pipe  of  peace, 
their  national  emblem. 

In  the  meantime  a  meeting  was  held 

in  the  open  air  where  the  multitude 

were  addressed  by  speakers  from  a  plat- 
form on  the  north  side  of  the  Loder 

House.  President  Fillmore  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Hon.  G.  W.  Patterson 

and  briefly  addressed  the  people.  He 
was  followed  by  Gov.  Washington 

Hunt,  William  A.  Graham,  the  Secre- 

tary of  the  Navy,  and  John  J.  Critten- 
den of  Kentucky,  Attorney  General, 

who  made  a  very  eloquent  speech.  Mr. 
Crittenden  in  the  course  of  his  remarks 

said  that  Napoleon  in  the  height  of  his 
power  boasted  that  his  eagles  had  flown 

from  steeple  to  steeole  until  they  rest- 
ed on  Notre  Dame,  but  he  that  day 

had  outstripped  the  French  eagles.  He 

had  flown  from  mountain  top  to  moun- 
tain top  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  the 

shores  of  Lake  Erie.  Joseph  Hoxie  of 
New  York  addressed  the  people  in  a 
humorous  way,  and  was  followed  by 
Senator  William  H.  Seward.  Soon  after 

the  commencement  of  the  speechmak- 

ing,  calls  were  made  for  Daniel  Web- 
ster, which  were  persisted  in  until  he 
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appeared.  The  train  that  arrived  at 
Dunkirk  that  day  was  one  of  the  first 

to  pass  over  the  road.  The  journey 

was  long'  and  tiresome  as  there  were 

no  sleeping-  cars  in  those  days.  Mr. 
Webster  was  careworn  and  fatigued, 

but  he  addressed  the  audience  in  an  ap- 
propriate but  brief  speech.  Many  other 

distinguished  men  were  present  besides 
those  that  have  been  named,  among 
them  William  L,  Marcy,  the  Secretary 

of  War  in  Polk's  administration  during 
the  war  with  Mexico,  Nathan  L.  Hall, 
Postmaster  General,  Senator  Fish, 

Christopher  Morgan,  Secretary  of 
State  of  New  York.  Tt  has  been  sel- 

dom if  ever  that  so  many  distinguished 
men  have  assembled  before  upon  any 
occasion  outside  of  the  national  capital. 
The  speakers,  among  whom  were  many 
from  the  south,  in  the  course  of  their 
remarks  betrayed  their  concern  for  the 

stability  of  the  nation — they  showed 
that  they  were  conscious  that  grave 
questions  were  beginning  to  threaten 

it.  They  often  referred  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  Union  of  States  and  the 

value  of  the  Erie  Road  as  a  band  of 

union  between  the  east  and  west.  They 

expressed  the  hope  that  other  rail- 
roads would  be  built  l^inding  the  north 

to  the  south  and  the  whole  Union  to- 
gether in  iron  bonds.  There  were  there 

on  that  occasion  many  representative 
men,  both  from  the  north  and  the  south, 
who  a  little  later  were  leaders  upon  the 

opposing  sides  in  the  great  Civil  War 
that  soon  afterwards  desolated  the  land. 

(This  was  on  the  15th  of  May,  1851  ; 
on  the  15th  of  April,  1861,  Fort  Sumter 
fell,  less  than  ten  years  later.) 

The  evening  was  occupied  by  the 

firing  of  cannon,  ringing  of  bells,  bon- 
fires and  illuminations.  A  grand  dis- 

plav  of  fi.reworks  such  as  had  never  be- 
fore been  beheld  in  the  county,  and 

music  by  Dodsworth's  New  York  Cor- 
net Band  amused  the  people  to  a  late 

hour.  No  accident  or  other  occurrence 

marred  the  good  feeling,  or  interrupted 

the  festivities  of  the  occasion.  Different 
estimates  have  been  made  oi  the  num- 

ber of  people  present  on  that  day.  None 
goes  lower  than  fifteen  thousand,  while 
many  estimate  the  number  as  high  as 
thirty  thousand. 

The  important  event  commemorated, 

the  great  crowd  of  peo])le,  the  distin- 
guished speakers,  the  novel  and  striking 

ceremonies,  left  a  vivid  impression  upon 
the  memory  of  every  man,  woman  and 
child  that  was  there  to  see.  It  was  an 

event  not  soon  to  be  forgotten,  and  it 

is  still  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  every- 
one living  who  was  present. 

The  President  and  most  of  the  visit- 
ors left  Dunkirk  on  Friday,  the  day 

after  the  celebration.  Mr.  Webster, 

however,  remained  until  Saturday, 
when  he  left  for  Buffalo.  tJefore  his 

departure  he  addressed  the  citizens  of 
Dunkirk  at  some  length,  mainly  upon 
the  subject  of  internal  improvements. 
The  impression  made  by  Dunkirk 

that  day  upon  its  eastern  visitors  was 

probably  very  much  the  same  as  that 
made  ui)on  a  stranger  first  visiting 
Leadville,  Oklahoma,  or  other  centers 

of  newly  opened  fields  of  enterprise. 
The  visitors  saw  a  liasty,  hustling 

settlement  of  cheap  and  temporary  con- 
struction, a  numerous  ]io])ulation  of 

railroad  workmen,  for  the  most  part 

living  in  shanties.  He  also  saw  the 
foundations  laid  for  substantial  and  ex- 

tensive l3uildings  and  other  signs  of  ex- 
pected prosperity.  Dunkirk  was  not 

onlv  at  the  western  terminus  of  this 

great  highway,  but  was  situated  upon 
the  eastern  shore  of  a  great  lake  that 
stretched  far  into  the  west.  As  its 
eastern  visitor  saw  on  that  afternoon 

the  great  red  orb  of  the  sun  grandly 

sinking  into  its  western  wave,  his 
thoughts  must  have  carried  him  away 
into  the  far  west  to  the  broad  prairies 
and  their  fields  of  corn  and  grain  that 

were  now  opened  to  the  commerce  of 
this  new  town  of  Dunkirk,  and  bright 

visions  of  its  promise  and  future  im- 
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portance  must  have  risen  in  his  mind. 

The  completion  of  the  Erie  Raih'oad 
to  Dnnkirk  marked  the  1)e,f^-innino-  of  a 
new  era  in  the  conditions  of  the  coun- 

ty and  the  characteristics  of  its  people 

as  completely  as  the  building-  of  the 
Erie  Canal  had  done  twenty-five  years 
before.  In  the  early  part  of  the  period 
that  elapsed  between  these  events  the 
wealth  of  the  county  was  small.  The 

stores  and  principal  building's  were  un- 
pretentious.    The  dwellings  along  the 

cradle  knolls.  The  fields  were  usually 
enclosed  by  brush  or  log  fences,  and 
the  cattle  and  sheep  often  had  no  other 

screen  from  the  weather  than  a  straw- 
stack  or  rude  shed.  The  hogs  were 
often  turned  into  the  woods  to  fatten 

upon  beechnuts.  The  ])ork  of  a  beech- 
nut hog  was  a  common  article  of  food. 

It  was  sweet  and  palatable,  lait  oily  and 
thin.  In  the  inclosed  .garden  besides 

the  usual  vegetables  g"rew  clumps  of 
caraw^ay  and  thyme,   summer  savory, 

AN  OI.D  TIMER, 

straggling  and  poorly  worked  roads 
often  stood  among  the  stumps  in  the 
open  fields,  or  a  few  yards  from  the 
highway  in  irregular  yards  fenced  with 
rails  or  loes.  The  log  houses  were  in 

the  majority  except  in  the  north  part 
of  the  county.  Upon  the  back  roads 
they  were  universal.  Those  that  were 

framed  usually  remained  in  their  prim- 
itive wood  color,  while  a  few  of  the 

better  ones  originally  painted  a  flam- 
ing red,  stood  streaked  and  faded  by  the 

storms  of  Chautaucjua  winters.  Ex- 
tending beneath  the  eaves  was  usual- 

ly a  rain  trough  cut  from  the  body 

of  a  tree,  not  far  away  was  a  pig- 
pen, a  rude  shed  for  the  livestock  and 

a  haystack.  The  farming  was  rude 
and  primitive.  The  farms  having  been 
but  recently  cleared,  the  farmers  had 

to    contend    with    stumps,    roots  and 

TOWN  OF  KIP  LEY. 

sage  and  other  useful  herbs,  while  in 
little  corners  were  bright  patches  of 

bachelor  buttons,  merrigolds,  holly- 
hocks, sweet  william  and  many  old- 

fashioned  flowers,  witness  to  the  re- 
finement and  love  of  beauty  existing 

always  in  woman,  persistent,  however 
discouraging  the  circumstances  that 
surround  her.  Near  the  house  would 

be  a  pile  of  wood  for  fuel,  cut  sled 
lengths,  an  iron  washdish  at  the  kitchen 
door,  an  ox  yoke  braced  against  a 

stum]).  The  tall  well-sweep  standing 
guard  over  all  completes  the  picture  of 
the  house  and  its  surroundings  of  the 
average  citizen  of  Chautauqua  County 
in  the  neriod  immediately  preceding 
the  building  of  the  Erie  Road. 

Not  long-  after  the  building  of  this 
great  road  and  the  completion  of  the 

Lake'  Shore  Road  through  the  county 
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to  the  Pennsylvania  line  which  occur- 

red the  next  year,  signs  of  a  g-reater 
prosperity  appeared  everywhere.  It  was 

not  many  years  before  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  people  had  paid  for  their 

farms.  Neat,  white  frame  houses  were 

built  in  the  place  of  the  decaying  log- 
houses,  and  the  primitive  red  or  un- 
painted  frame  houses  of  early  days. 
Straggling  rail  fences  inclosing  gardens 
and  front  yards  were  replaced  by  board 
and  picket  fences,  while  substantial  rail 
fences  took  the  place  of  the  Inrush  and 
log  fences  around  the  fields,  and  the 

picturesque  well-sweep  gave  place  to 
the  more  convenient  pump.  In  many 

portions  of  the  southern  towns  the  pine 
stumps  were  extracted  to  do  dutv  as 
most  homely  1)ut  enduring  line  and 

road  fences.  Churches  and  school- 
houses  were  in  progress.    Old  roads 

were  improved  and  new  ones  laid  out. 

These  changed  circumstances  influenced 
the  farmers  to  take  better  care  of  their 

animals  and  to  seek  to  inij^rove  their 
breeds  of  stock,  and  led  them  to  a  more 
careful  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the 

use  of  better  farming  implements. 

Schools  and  education  of  children  re- 
ceived more  attention  than  before. 

With  the  increase  of  wealth  and  leisure 

social  conditions  changed  also.  People 

began  to  dress  in  better  taste,  and  the 

conventionalities  and  proprieties  of  life 

Vv^ere  better  observed.  The  rude  me- 

thods of  the  pioneer  entirely  disappear- 

ed. Gone,  too,  were  his  simple  char- 
acteristics, his  hospitality,  unselfishness 

and  unaffected  friendship.  Can  it  be 
truly  said  that  the  great  gain  has  wholly 

compensated  for  so  great  a  loss? 

A  PKLMITIVE  CHEESE  PRESS. 



CHAPTER  XIL 

POLITICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  EARLY  FARMING  PERIOD. 

Public  schools,  the  hustings,  the  press  and  discipline  of 
political  parties  and  political  campaigns  for  half  a  century,  have 
educated  the  American  people  in  self  government,  and  firmly 
established  the  principles  of  popular  sovereignty  on  one  hemi- 
sphere. I 

In  pursuance  of  the  purpose  express- 
ed in  an  early  chapter,  we  wiU  proceed 

to  g-ive  some  account  of  the  poHtical 

parties  of  the  count}^  and  of  the  po- 
Htical questions  that  agitated  the  peo- 

ple between  the  years  1825  and  1852, 
or  during  the  Early  Farming  Period. 
Such  a  history  will  perhaps  give  less 
pleasure  to  the  general  reader  than  it 
has  cost  labor  to  the  writer  to  prepare 

it.  To  the  political  archeologist  or 
searcher  after  political  statistics  it  may 
have  some  value. 

Although  John  Ouincy  Adams,  elect- 
ed President  ir  1824,  was  a  Republican, 

the  disposition  of  the  leaders  of  the  two 
branches  of  the  Republican  Party  in 
the  State  of  New  York  (the  Clintonians, 

now  the  People's  Party,  and  the  Buck- 
tails,  now  the  Regency  Party)  was  to 
unite  in  opposition  to  him.  Yet  the 
feeling  was  not  strong  enough  in  1825 
to  prevent  the  nomination  of  candidates 
by  each  of  the  opposing  parties  to  be 
supported  at  the  election  in  the  fall  of 
182.5. 

The  People's  Party  nominated  De 
Witt  Clinton  for  Governor.  The  Re- 

gencv  Party  nominated  William  B.  Ro- 
chester for  Governor,  notwithstanding 

he  was  a  supporter  and  friend  of  Mr. 

Adams.  He  was  one  of  the  first  Judges 
appointed  for  the  Western  Judicial  Dis- 

trict and  was  distinguished  for  his  tal- 
ent as  a  jurist,  his  erudition  and  the 

amenity  of  his  manners.  Clinton  was 
again  elected  Governor  by  a  majority 
of  three  thousand,  six  hundred  fifty. 

His  majority  in  Chautauqua  County 

was  two  hundred  twenty-seven.  We 
will  give  the  vote  by  towns,  as  it  may 
be  interesting  to  those  who  have  a 
taste  for  political  research,  to  note  the 

political  complexion  of  the  different 

towns  of  our  county  at  the  last  candi- 
dacy for  Governor  of  De  Witt  Clinton, 

one  of  the  most  illustrious  men  the 

State  of  New  York  has  ever  produced. 
The  town  of  Chautauqua  gave  Clinton 
137  votes  and  Rochester  128;  Pomfret, 
Clinton  360,  Rochester  147;  Ellicott, 
Clinton  126,  Rochester  106;  Gerry, 

Clinton  147,  Rochester  76;  Hanover, 
Clinton  158,  Rochester  261  ;  Portland, 
Clinton  185,  Rochester  112;  Ripley, 
Clinton  118,  Rochester  141  ;  Harmony, 

Clinton  79,  Rochester  80 ;  Clymer,  Clin- 
ton 21,  Rochester  56;  Ellery,  Clinton 

66,  Rochester  140;  Stockton,  Clinton 
66,  Rochester  68 ;  Villenova,  Clinton  49, 

Rochester  82  ;  Busti,  Clinton  112,  Ro- 
chester 45  ;  Mina,  Clinton  50,  Rochester 

75  ;  Carroll,  Clinton  87,  Rochester  47 ; 
Ellington,  Clinton  78,  Rochester  48. 

In  1826  John  Birdsell,  then  a  resident 
of  Lockport,  was  appointed  a  Circuit 

Judge  of  the  Eighth  Judicial  District. 
He  was  the  first  citizen  of  Chautauqua 
County  to  hold  that  ofhce.  A  year  or 

two  later  he  became  a  resident  of  May- 
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ville.  He  represented  this  county  in 
the  Assembly  in  iS^i,  and  the  Senate 

in  1832  and  1833.  He  went  to  Texas  in 
1837  and  was  appointed  Chief  Justice 
of  that  RepubHc  by  its  President,  Sam 
Houston,  l)y  whom  he  was  afterwards 

appointed  Attorney  General,  which  of- 
fice he  held  until  he  died  in  1839. 

A  new  and  exciting  element  was  in- 
troduced into  the  political  contest  of 

1827.  Free  Masonry  was  an  institu- 

tion originating-  with  the  architects  and 
builders  of  an  ancient  period,  and  final- 

ly came  to  be  supported  b\^  people  of 
other  vocations  and  in  high  ranks.  In 

1730  it  reached  America  where  many 
lodges  of  Masons  were  esta])lished,  and 

many  distinguished  people  became 

members.  Among  them  were  Wash- 
ington, Franklin,  General  Warren,  who 

fell  at  Bunker  Hill,  and  De  Witt 
Clinton,  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  About  the  year  1805  there  were 
one  hundred  lodges  of  Free  Masons  in 
the  state.  None,  however,  existed  in 

the  western  counties.  W^hen  the  last 
war  with  England  closed.  Western  Star 
Lodge  No.  239  had  been  esta1)lished 
in  Buffalo.  March  17,  181 5,  and  within 
a  month  after  the  declaration  of  peace, 

a  score  of  Masons  residing  in  Canada- 
way  and  the  section  of  country  of  which 
Canadaway  was  the  business  center, 
petitioned  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 

State  of  New  York  for  authority  to  in- 
stitute a  lodge  in  the  town  of  Pomfret, 

and  Forest  Lodge  was  chartered  June 

II,  18] 6,  and  was  estabHslied  at  Fre- 
donia.  Its  first  officers  were  Ebenezer 

Johnson,  Master ;  Samuel  Sinclair,  Sen- 
ior Warden ;  and  Jonathan  Sprague, 

Junior  Warden.  Its  first  meetings  were 
probably  held  at  the  house  of  Jacob 
Houghton,  then  the  leading  lawyer  of 
the  county.  Mount  Moriah  Lodge  was 
established  at  Jamestown  September 
27,  1817.    Before  the  year  1826,  besides 

the  above  named  lodges.  Summit 
Lodge  at  Mayville,  Sylvan  Lodge  at 
Sinclairville,  Hanover  Lodge  at  Forest- 
vihe  and  the  Western  Sun  Chapter  o\ 
Royal  Arch  Masons  at  lamestown  were 
in  existence.  The  following  lodges  were 
also  instituted  during  the  vear  1826: 
United  Brethren  Lodge  at  Busti,  Al- 

bion Lodge  at  Westfield  and  Harmony 
Lodge  at  Ashville  (1). 

In  September,  1826,  William  Morgan, 
a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  a  printer  by 
trade,  residing  at  Batavia,  who  had 
threatened  to  publish  a  book  that  would 

reveal  the  secrets  of  the  order,  was  ab- 
ducted from  his  home,  and  was  never 

seen  afterwards.  He  was  traced  to 

Lewiston  and  Niagara,  and  no  further. 
The  citizens  of  Batavia  with  commenda- 
l)le  zeal  and  spirit,  took  measures  to 

hunt  out  the  perpetrators  of  the  out- 
rage. Governor  Clinton  who  then  held 

one  of  the  highest  positions  in  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  the  United  States, 

ofl^ered  a  reward  of  $2,noo  for  the  dis- 

covery of  the  oft'enders,  and  the  Legis- 
lature a])pointed  a  committee  on  the 

matter,  which  reported  that  Morgan 
was  murdered  and  this  was  the  general 

belief,  although  no  ])ositive  evidence 
was  obtained  that  such  was  the  fact. 

Two  of  the  persons  engaged  in  the  ab- 
duction were  convicted  and  sentenced 

to  imprisonment ;  one  for  two  years  and 
four  months,  and  the  other  for  one  year 
and  three  months.  Intense  indignation 

throughout  Western  New  York  follow- 
ed the  perpetration  of  this  offense, 

which  was  believed  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  persons  connected  with  the 

Masonic  Fraternitv.  All  the  Masons 

implicated  bv  the  criminal  proceedings 
who  did  not  of  their  own  accord  re- 

nounce Masonry,  were  expelled  by  the 

lodges,  but  the  excitement  continued 

una1:)ated.  Morgan's  book  of  Masonry 

was  soon  published  under  the  title  "II- 

(1)  In  "Masonry  in  Chautauqua,"  by  Obed  Edson,  edited  and  published  hy  Henry 
Drake  in  1897,  is  a  complete  history  of  the  Masonic  lodges  of  the  county  by  different writers. 
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lustrations  of  Masonry."  A  fourth 
edition  was  published  in  Westfield  in 

1827.  It  was  followed  1)y  others,  all 

claiming  to  reveal  the  secrets  of  the 

order,  among-  them  "Light  in  Masonry" 
by  Rev.  David  Barnard,  then  a  resident 

of  Genessee,  afterwards  of  Chautauqua 

County.  Many  citizens  determined  to 

hold  the  whole  Masonic  order  responsi- 

ble for  the  abduction  and  i)robable  mur- 

der of  Morgan.  The  Masonic  Frater- 

nity repelled  as  false  the  charges  so  im- 

plicating them.  The  excitement  in- 
creased until  it  reached  the  hig^hest 

nitch  ever  witnessed  in  this  part  of  the 
state.  The  ciuestion  entered  into  the 

social  and  religious  relations  of  life,  and 
soon  divided  families  and  churches. 

The  following  is  one  of  many  instances 

of  the  kind :  James  Scofield,  Jr.,  a  Bap- 
tist minister  (father  of  Gen.  John  M. 

Scofield,  who  was  born  in  the  town  of 

Gerry,  at  one  time  Secretary  of  War 

and  later  'Commander  in  Chief  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States)  was  a  mem- 

ber of  Sylvan  JLodge  at  vSinclairville. 

During  the  Morgan  excitement  he  re- 
nounced Masonry,  and  became  a  strong 

anti-Mason,  participating  in  bitter  anti- 
Mason  meetings  held  in  the  vicinity.  At 
the  same  time  James  Scofield  Sr.,  the 
grandfather  of  General  Scofield,  a 

Methodist  minister  and  a  much  respect- 
ed citizen,  was  a  leading  and  earnest 

Mason  during  the  whole  anti-Masonic 
excitement.  He  was  a  Master  of  Sylvan 
Lodge,  and  a  portion  of  the  time  its 

Chaplain.  IMasonic  members  of  relig- 
ious societies  were  often  expelled  from 

the  church,  and  ministers  against  whom 
no  criticism  could  be  urged  in  any  other 
respect  were  dismissed  because  thev 

were  Masons.  Yet  it  would  not  be  just 
to  say  that  all  who  were  bitter  in  their 
denunciations  were  insu.icere.  A  crime 

had  been  perpetrated  and  many  leading 
and  upright  citizens  were  actuated  by 
a  sincere  desire  to  bring  its  perpetrators 

to  justice.    This  movement  of  the  peo- 

ple, commenced  with  an  honest  desire 

to  investigate  an  act  of  great  turpitude, 

finally  fell  into  the  hands  of  politicians, 

resulting  in  establishing-  the  Anti-Ma- 
sonic Party. 

The  people,  led  away  from  the  laud- 

able purpose  of  bringing  to  justice  crim- 
inal offenders,  changed  their  purpose 

to  a  political  attack  upon  the  institution 

of  Free  Masonry  and  its  members.  Ex- 
travagant charges  were  made  by  the 

Anti-Masons,  which  had  it  not  been  for 

their  violence,  would  have  seemed  ex- 
tremely farcical.  While  one  of  the  most 

important  trials  which  arose  out  of  the 
abduction  of  Morgan  was  in  progress, 

a  partly  decayed  human  body  was  found 
on  the  shore  of  Lake  Ontario.  A  cor- 

oner's jury  was  immediately  summoned 
and  many  witnesses,  among  them  the 
widow  of  Morgan,  swore  to  the  identity 
of  the  body.  Although  in  lieight,  hair, 
dress,  teeth  and  in  many  other  respects 
it  did  not  resemble  him,  yet  the  jury 

consisting  of  twenty-three  persons,  all 
promptly  subscribed  a  verdict  that  it 

was  Morgan's  body.  The  remains  were 
buried  with  great  parade  at  Batavia.  A 

multitude  of  people  marched  in  the  fu- 
neral procession.  The  opportunity  was 

improved  with  great  effect  in  the  funer- 
al discourse,  to  excite  public  senti- 

ment against  Masonry.  Timothy  Mon- 
roe of  Upper  Canada  had  sometime  be- 
fore been  drowned  in  the  Niagara  River, 

and  his  body  not  found.  His  widow, 

hearing  the  descriptions  given  of  the 

supposed  Morgan,  being  satisfied  that 
the  remains  were  those  of  her  husband, 

repaired  to  Batavia  and  had  them  dis- 
interred, and  identified  them  before  a 

second  jury,  as  those  of  Timothy  Mon- 
roe, beyond  all  question.  The  hand  of 

the  politician  was  plainly  seen  in  the 
proceeding  before  the  first  jury,  but  the 
ostentatious  funeral  ceremony,  and  the 

coroner's  inquest  answered  the  purpose 
intended.  Thurlow  W>ed,  a  leading 

anti-Masonic  politician,  nronounced  the 
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body  "a.  good  enough  Morgan  until 
after  the  election,"  which  soon  ensued. 

In  Chautauqua  County  it  was  not 

long  before  this  new  and  exciting  ele- 
ment entered  into  politics.  In  October. 

1827,  a  convention  of  Anti-Masons  was 
held  at  Mayville,  of  which  Abiram  Or- 
ton  was  chairman  and  Alvin  Plumb  Se- 

cretary. Esquire  White,  Silas  Spencer 

and  Alvin  Plumb  were  appointed  a  com- 

mittee to  report  an  address  against  sec- 
ret societies.  The  address,  published  in 

the  Fredonia  Gazette,  was  very  ably 
written.  Nathaniel  Fenton  and  Nathan 

Mixer  were  nominated  at  this  conven- 
tion as  candidates  for  Members  of  As- 

sembly. An  address  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  cpiestion  was  published  in 

the  same  paper,  signed  by  Thomas  A. 
Osborne,  John  Crane,  James  Mullett, 
Jr.,  and  E.  L.  Tinker.  This  was  also 

well  written,  evidently  by  the  able  pen 
of  Thomas  A.  Osborne. 

The  Adams  Party  had  no  candidate 

for  the  Assembly  in  the  field.  The  Jack- 
son Partv,  which  may  be  said  to  include 

the  Bucktail  or  Regency  Party,  nomi- 
nated James  Mullett  and  Thomas  A. 

Osborne,  who  received  respectively 
twelve  hundred  thirtv-two  and  eleven 
hundred  one  votes.  Fenton  received 

twenty-one  hundred  sixty-two  votes 
and  Mixer  two  thousand  ninety-one 
votes,  and  were  elected.  Ilie  Fredonia 

Gazette  supported  the  Masonic  or  Jack- 
son ticket. 

The  year  1828  was  one  of  the  most 

important  in  the  history  of  political  par- 
ties in  the  county  and  state,  and  we  may 

also  say  in  the  nation.  The  anti-Mas- 
ons, after  the  election  of  1827,  had 

greatly  increased  in  numbers.  They 
were  not  generally  favorable  to  General 
Jackson  for  President,  because  he  was 

a  Mason.  They  preferred  Adams  be- 
cause he  was  not.  They  drew  the  most 

of  their  strength  from  the  Clintonian 

or  People's  Partv.  notwithstanding  De- 
Witt  Clinton,  the  great  leader  of  that 

party,  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  can- 

didacy of  (jeneral  Jackson  for  the  Presi- 
dency, and  was  also  a  radical  Democrat. 

The  Masons,  on  the  other  hand,  gener- 
ally became  members  of  the  Jackson 

Party,  which  was  composed  principally 

of  a  majority  of  the  old  and  regular 
Bucktail  and  Regency  Parties.  The 
Adams  Party  was  left  few  in  num])ers, 
composed  of  Clintonians,  and  of  many 
Masons  who  were  unwilling  to  join 

either  the  Jackson  or  the  Anti-Masonic 

Part}'.  The  Anti-Masons  nominated 
Solomon  Southwick  for  Governor.  The 

Adams  Party  nominated  Judge  Smith 

Thompson,  and  the  Jackson  or  Demo- 
cratic Party  nominated  Martin  Van 

Buren  for  Governor.  The  Democratic 

Party,  in  the  nation,  nominated  Andrew 
Jackson,  and  the  Adams  Party,  John 

Ouincy  Adams  for  President.  Jackson 
was  elected  President,  and  Van  Buren 
Governor.  In  Chautauqua  County 

Adams  received  twenty-eight  hundred 
ninety-three  votes,  and  Jackson  fifteen 
hundred  fiftv-six  votes,  a  majority  of 

thirteen  hundred  thirty-seven  for  Ad- 
ams. 

The  result  of  the  election  in  Chautau- 

qua is  very  interesting,  as  it  shows  how 

the  Whig,  the  great  rival  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  began  its  existence  in  the 

county.  John  Ouincy  Adams  when  he 
was  elected  President  in  1824,  was  as 

truly  a  Democrat  as  was  Jackson,  or 
as  were  his  other  competitors.  Events 
had  now  made  Adams  the  leader  of  that 

wing  of  the  old  Republican  Party  which 
was  destined  a  few  vears  later  to  join 
with  the  Anti-Masons  an.d  form  the 

Whig  Party.  We  give  the  vote  in  each 
of  the  towns  of  the  county,  to  illustrate 
this  fact,  and  also  to  show  the  then 
existing  sentiment  of  the  county  upon 

the  exciting  subject  of  anti- Masonry,  as 
it  appeared  in  the  principal  election  in 

which  its  separate  strength  was  exhibit- 

ed. 
The  vote  for  Governor  was  as  fal- 

lows :  Chautauqua — Van  Buren,  Dem- 
ocrat,  147;  Thompson,  Adams  Party, 
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48;  Southwick,  Anti-Mason,  135;  Pom- 
fret — Democrat  T07,  Adams  Party  295, 

Anti-Mason,  150;  EUicott — Democrat 

140,  Adams  Party  63,  x\nti-Mason  108; 
Gerry — Democrat  85,  Adams  Party  37. 
Anti-Mason  146;  Hanover — Democrat 

95,  Adams  214,  Anti-Mason  10;  Port- 
land— Democrat  108,  Adams  65,  Anti- 

Mason  174;  Ripley — Democrat  188, 
Adams  44,  Anti-Mason  84;  Harmony- 
Democrat  43,  Adams  17,  Anti-Mason 
187;  Clymer — Democrat  16,  Adams  5, 
Anti-Mason  87;  Ellery — Democrat  90, 
Adams  27,  Anti-Mason  146;  Stockton 
— Democrat  85,  /^dams  21,  Anti-Mas- 

on 78 ;  Villenova — Democrat  94,  Ad- 
ams 63,  Anti-Mason  37;  Busti — Demo- 
crat 45,  Adams  t8,  Anti-Mason  149; 

Mina — Democrat  65,  Adams  8,  Anti- 

Mason  83  ;  Carroll — Democrat  89,  Ad- 
ams Party  29,  Anti-Mason  83 ;  Elling- 

ton— Democrat  72,  Adams  72,  Anti- 

Mason  49  ;  Sheridan — Democrat  47, 
Adams  Party  109,  Anti-Mason  77 ;  to- 

tal Democrat  1520;  Adams  Party  1135; 

Anti-Mason  1783. 
The  Democratic  vote  for  President 

was  bnt  thirty-six  more  than  the  Dem- 
ocratic vote  for  Governor;  and  the  sum 

of  the  votes  for  the  Adams  Party  and 
the  Anti-Masonic  candidates  for  Gov- 

ernor was  but  twenty-five  more  than 

the  votes  polled  in  the  county  for  Ad- 
ams for  President.  This  proved  that 

the  same  voters  that  voted  for  Jackson 
voted  also  for  Van  Buren  and  that  the 
electors  who  cast  their  votes  for 

Thompson  and  Southwick  for  Govern- 
or voted  also  for  Adams  for  President. 

One  familiar  with  the  history  of  the 

politics  of  the  county  during-  successive 
years  of  struggle  between  Democrats 
and  Whigs,  and  the  still  later  contests 

between  Democrats  and  Republicans, 
can  trace  to  the  present  time  in  the  vote 
of  the  county  and  in  each  of  the  towns 

of  the  county  the  strong  impress  that 

anti-Masonic  sentiment  made  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people  and  we  may  realize 

to  what  extent  an  isolated  and  compara- 

tively trifling  circumstance  will  fix 

men's  opinions  and  determine  their  ac- 
tions for  generations.  We  may  also 

o1)serve  how  much  the  abduction,  per- 
haps murder  of  William  Morgan 

by  a  few  irresponsible  and  desperate 
men  had  to  do  with  establishing  the 

political  complexion  of  Chautauqua 
County  and  Western  New  York  for 
more  than  half  a  century.  And  yet 
that  such  an  incident  as  this  could  rev- 

olutionize political  parties  is  perhaps 
due  more  to  the  fact  that  the  public 
mind  was  then  ripe  for  a  political 
change.  The  extinction  of  the  Eederal 

Party  caused  all  the  people  to  be  classed 

as  one  party,  whereas  the  normal  con- 
dition in  a  free  country  is  two  opposing 

parties. No  paper  in  the  county  at  the  time 
of  the  abduction  of  Morgan  is  known 
to  have  been  edited  by  a  Mason.  The 

papers  which  first  supported  the  new 
political  movement  were  the  Western 

Star,  published  and  edited  by  Harvey 

Newcomb  of  Westfield,  and  the  James- 
town Journal,  published  by  Adolphus 

Fletcher  and  edited  by  Abner  Hazeltine. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  Anti-Masonic 
Party  in  Chautauqua  County  was  due 
in  a  great  measure  to  the  ability  and 
influence  of  Mr.  Hazeltine.  As  Anti- 
Masonic  candidate  for  Member  of  As- 

hembly  in  1828,  he  received  two  thous- 

and fifty-six  votes  and  Nathan  Mixer 
two  thousand  ninety-one.  Joseph 
White  received  fourteen  hundred  fifty- 
eight  and  John  McAllister  eleven  hun- 

dred fifty-eight  votes  as  Jackson  or 
Democratic  candidates  and  James  Hall 

received  one  thousand  ninety-one,  and 

John  Crane  nine  hundred  thirty-six 
votes  as  administration  or  Adams  can- 

didates. Hazeltine  and  Mixer  were 
elected.  Daniel  Sherman  was  elected 

Sheriff  and  James  B.  Lowry  County 
Clerk.  Elial  T.  Foote  was  appointed 
First  Judge. 

In  1830  Francis  Granger  was  the  can- 
didate of  the  Anti-Masonic  Party,  and 
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Emos  T.  Throop   of  the  Democratic 

Party.    Throop  was  elected  by  eighty- 
four  hundred  eighty-one  majority.  The 
vote  for  Governor  in  the  different  towns 

of  the  county  was  as  follows :  Chau- 

tauqua, Granger  235,  Throop  151  ;  Pom- 
fret,  Granger  316,  Throop  192;  Ellicott, 

Granger  241,  Throop  205  ;  Gerry,  Gran- 
ger 98,  Throop  63  ;  Hanover,  Granger 

193,  Throop   169;  Portland,  Granger 
178,  Throop  85;  Ripley,  Granger  128, 
Throop  106;  Harmony,  Granger  281. 
Throop     55;     Clymer,     Granger  65, 
Throop  31  ;Ellery,  Granger  201, Throop 
104;  Stockton,  Granger  139,  Throop  84; 
Villenova,    Granger    83,    Throop  64; 

Busti,  Granger  209,  Throop  49;  Mina, 

Granger  113,  Throop  49;  Carroll,  Gran- 
ger loi,  Throop  93;  Ellington,  Granger 

154,  Throop  50;  Sheridan,  Granger  75, 

Throop  55;  Arkwright,  Granger  130, 
Throop    26;    Charlotte,    Granger  84, 
Throop  53;  Cherry  Creek,  Granger  55, 
Throop  34;  French  Creek,  Granger  49, 

Throop    5;    Westfield,    Granger  241, 
Throop    132;    total.    Granger  3470, 
Throop  1854.    This  vote  is  interesting 

as  it  indicated  what  the  ])olitical  com- 
plexion of  the  county  and  its  different 

towns  was  destined  to  be  for  many  years 
thereafter. 

John  Birdsell  who  had  the  previous 
year  resigned  the  ofifice  of  Circuit  Judge 
for  the  Eighth  District,  and  Dr.  Squire 

White  of  Fredonia,  Anti-Masonic  can- 
didates for  the  Assembly,  received  re- 

spectively thirty-four  hundred  three  and 

thirty-three  hundred  eighty-seven  votes, 
and  Elial  T.  Eoote  and  Ernest  MuUett, 

Democrats,  received  each  nineteen  hun- 
dred fifty-eight  and  eighteen  hundred 

eighty-four  votes.  Every  town  in  the 

county  gave  the  majority  for  the  Anti- 
Masonic  candidates  for  the  Assembly,, 

except  Ellicott,  where  Judge  Eoote  re- 
ceived a  majoritv  of  nineteen  over  the 

highest  Anti-Masonic  candidate. 
At  the  November  election  in  1831 

John  Birdsell  of  Chautauqua  County 

was  chosen  Senator.    There  was  no  op- 

position to  the  Anti-Masonic  Party  in 
the  county,  and  Squire  White  and  Ther- 
on  Bly  were  chosen  j\fembers  of  Assem- 

bly, Benjamin  Douglass,  Sheriff  and 
James  B.  Lovv^ry,  Clerk. 

At  the  Presidential  election  in  1832 
the  Democrats  nominated  Andrew 
Jackson  for  President  and  Martin  Van 
Buren  for  Vice  President.  The  Adams 
Party  known  as  National  Republicans, 
supported  Henry  Clay  for  President  and 

John  Sarg-ent  for  Vice  President.  The 
Anti-Masons  had  now  become  a  nation- 

al party,  and  supnorted  William  Wirt 
for  President  and  Amos  Ellmaker  of 
Pennsylvania  for  Vice  President.  The 
candidates  of  the  two  last  mentioned 

parties,  and  their  political  friends,  were 
decidedly  opposed  to  General  Jackson, 
and  as  there  was  n.o  reasonable  expec- 

tation of  the  election  of  Mr.  Wirt,  it 

was  fully  believed  the  Anti-Masonic 
strength  would  ultimately  go  to  the  sup- 

port of  Mr.  Clay. 
In  New  York  the  I^emocrats  nomi- 

nated William  L.  Marcv  for  Governor, 

and  John  Tracy  for  Lieutenant  Govern- 
or.   The  Anti-Masons  again  nominated 

Erancis    Granger    for   Governor,  and 
Samuel  Stevens  for  Lieutenant  Gov- 

ernor.    The   National   Republicans  of 
New    York,  in  a   convention  held  at 

Utica,  adopted  the  Anti-Masonic  state 
and    electorial    ticket,    although  thev 
passed  resolutions  supporting  Clay  and 

Sargent.    Thus  a  union  was  partly  ef- 
fected between  the  National  Republi- 

cans and  Anti-Masons  which  finally  con- 
summated and  resulted  in  a  new  party 

called  the  Whig  Partv.    We  have  now 
descri1)cd  the  evolution   of  the  Whig 
Party  in  Chautauqua  County  and  the 

important  part  that  the  Anti-Masonic 
Party,  during  the  short  period  of  its 

existence,  had  in  the  process  of  its  crea- 
tion.   Jackson  at  this  election  was  chos- 

en President,  and  Marcy  Governor.  In 

Chautauqua  County  the  National  Re- 
puljlicans  and  Anti-Masons  gave  a  ma- 

joritv over  Jackson  of  seventeen  hun- 
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dred  sixteen.  Granger's  majority  over 
Marcy  was  seventeen  hundred  thirty- 
six.  Alvin  IMnmh  and  Nathaniel  Grey, 
Anti-Masonic  candidates,  were  elected 

to  the  Assembly  by  about  sixteen  hun- 
dred majority  over  Albert  H.  Camp  and 

Robert  Whiteside,  the  Democratic  can- 
didates. Abner  hLazeltine  was  elected 

to  represent  this  Congressional  District 
over  Alson  Leavenworth  of  Chautauqua 

County  1)y  a  majority  of  fifteen  hundred 

ei:^ht\'. 
Mr.  Hazeltine  was  born  in  Wards- 

boro,  \  t.,  (now  Dover)  June  lo,  1793, 

graduated  at  Williams  College  1815, 
and  came  to  Jamestown  the  same  year 

and  at  first  engaged  in  teaching.  He 
early  entered  the  law  office  of  Jacob 
Houghton  as  a  clerk  and  student.  For 
more  than  sixty  years  he  was  a  leading 

lawyer  of  the  countv.  He  was  remark- 
able for  his  industry,  his  patient  and 

untiring  application  to  his  profession. 
Others  were  more  distinguished  as  trial 

lawyers  and  advocates,  but  none  had  a 
better  disciplined  legal  mind,  or  was 
better  grounded  in  the  fundamental 

principles  of  the  law,  and  none  could, 
in  a  legal  argument  better  elucidate  and 
apply  the  principles  involved  to  the 

questions  at  issue,  or  state  them  in  bet- 
ter or  clearer  language.  The  legal  at- 

tainments of  Mr.  Hazeltine,  his  high 
character,  sense  of  honor,  integrity,  and 
unassuming  character  have  made  him 
one  of  the  most  honored  of  the  county. 
But  few  have  so  entirely  possessed  the 

confidence  of  the  people.  Without  so- 
licitation on  his  part,  he  was  chosen 

Member  of  Assembly,  District  Attorney. 

County  Judge  and  for  two  terms  Mem- 
ber of  Congress.  Orris  Crosby  was 

elected  presidential  elector  and  was  the 

first  one  chosen  from  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty. 

Mr.  Crosby  was  born  in  Litchfield, 

Conn.,  [an.  2,  1791,  went  to  Canada  in 

1809.  I"  Ji-^i'ie,  1813,  he  was  put  in 
prison  in  Canada  for  vindicating  his 

country's  cause.    In  July  he  was  put  on 

board  the  Ihitish  fleet  on  Lake  Erie  by 
order  of  Conmiodore  Barclay.  On  the 

lotli  of  September  in  the  battle  on  Lake 

Erie  he  w^as  shot  in  the  breast  by  Lieu- 
tenant John  Garland  of  the  British  navy 

for  refusing  to  fight  his  countrymen, 

and  left  for  dead,  but  recovered.  Gar- 
land was  slain  in  the  battle.  Mr.  Cros- 

by carried  the  marks  of  the  wound  in 

his  breast,  and  of  British  handcuffs,  dur- 

ing the  remainder  of  his  li^e.  After  the 
war  he  came  to  Frcdonia  and  became 

a  leading  physician  of  the  county.  Elial 
T.  Foote  was  reappointed  First  Judge. 

The  election  in  1833,  owing  to  the 

apathy  of  the  Anti-Masons  in  Chautau- 
qua County  resulted  in  favor  of  the 

Democrats.  James  Hall  an.d  Thomas 
A.  ()s1:)orne,  Democratic  candidates  for 

the  Assembly,  were  elected  over  Water- 
man Ellsworth  and  Austin  Smith,  Anti- 

Masonic  candidates. 

When  the  National  Republicans  as- 
sumed the  r,ame  of  Whig,  the  Anti- 

Masons  immediately  disbanded.  Al- 
though the  National  Republican  Party 

contained  many  Masons,  and  the 

avowed  object  of  the  Anti-Masons  was 

to  oppose  all  such  for  office,  the  Anti- 
Masons  quickl)'  amalgamated  with  the 
National  Republicans  under  their  new 

name.  The  Masonic  Lodges  in  West- 
ern New  York  had,  however,  given  up 

their  charters  and  the  institution  of  Mas- 
onry for  a  time  ceased  to  exist  there. 

In  Chautauqua  County  by  reason  of  the 
violence  of  anti-Masonic  excitement, 
meetings  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge  in 
Jamestown  were  suspended  about  1830. 
Hanover  Lodge  was  discontinued  about 
1828.  Sylvan  Lodge  of  Sinclairville 
about  the  same  time  surrendered  its 

charter.  All  the  other  lodges  in  exis- 
tence in  the  county  previous  to  the  ab- 

duction of  Morgan  were  also  probably 
overborne  about  the  same  time. 

In  the  fall  election  of  1834  William  H. 
Seward  was  supported  for  Governor  by 
the  Whigs,  and  Silas  M.  Stillwell  for 
Lieutenant     Governor.      William  L. 
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Marcy  and  John  Tracy  were  the  Demo- 
cratic candidates.  Marcy  and  Tracy 

were  elected.  In  Chautauqna  Connty 

Seward  received  forty-five  hnndred 
thirty-three  votes  and  Marcy  twenty- 
nine  hundred  forty-two.  Abner  Hazel- 
tine  was  re-elected  to  Congress  over 
Oliver  Lee,  William  Saxton,  Sheriff, 
over  Daniel  B.  Parsons,  Georee  W. 

Tew,  County  Clerk,  over  Norman 
Kibbe,  and  John  Woodard,  Jr.,  and 
Owen  McCluer  to  the  Assembly  over 

Joseph  Wait  and  John  Z.  Saxton. 

Those  elected  were  Whig's,  the  defeated 
candidates  Democrats. 

At  the  fall  election  in  1835  Chauncey 

J.  Fox,  Whig,  was  elected  State  Senator 

over  Benjamin  Walworth  of  Chautau- 
qua, Democrat,  by  a  small  majority.  In 

Chautauqua  County  Dr.  Walworth  re- 
ceived seven  majority.  Richard  P. 

Marvin  and  Benjamin  Douglass,  Whigs, 
were  elected  to  the  Assembly  over 

Thomas  B.  Campbell  and  Bela  Tracy, 
Democrats. 

In  the  general  election  held  in  the 

fall  of  1836,  Martin  Van  Buren,  Demo- 
crat, was  elected  President  over  Wil- 
liam Henry  Harrison,  Whig.  William 

L.  Marcy  and  John  Tracy  were  nomi- 
nated by  the  Democrats  for  Governor 

uid  Lieutenant  Governor,  and  Jesse 
huell  and  Gamaliel  H.  Barstow  were 

nominated  bv  the  Whigs.  After  it  be- 
came evident  that  the  United  States 

bank  would  not  be  rechartered,  great 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Legislature  to  obtain  charters  for  state 
banks,  and  the  influence  which  it  was 
seen  moneyed  institutions  could  exert 

uoon  the  Legislature  when  they  com- 
bined, alarmed  thinking  men,  and  led 

them  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
the  granting  of  exclusive  rights  to  any 
class  of  men  whatever.  This  brought 

into  existence  the  "Equal  Rights"  Party 
which  opposed  monopolies.  The  indi- 

viduals composing  it  were  mostly  resi- 
dents ot  the  Citv  of  New  York.  At  a 

political  meeting  held  in  Tammany  Hall 

in  1835  a  struggle  occurred  between 

the  anti-mono])olists  and  their  oppon- 
ents, for  the  control  of  the  organization 

of  the  meeting,  in  the  course  of  which 

the  gas  lights  were  suddenly  exting- 
uished. The  anti-monopolists  had  pro- 
vided themselves  with  loco-foco 

matches,  and  candles,  and  the  room  was 

instantly  relighted.  The  anti-monopo- 
lists were  thereafter  called  Loco  Focos. 

Thev  nominated  Isaac  S.  Smith  of  Buf- 
falo for  (Governor,  and  Moses  Jaques  for 

Lieutenant  Governor.  In  the  fall  elec- 

tion in  1836,  this  party  polled  a  strong 
vote  in  the  City  of  New  York  ;  the  next 

year  they  united  with  the  Democrats. 
The  result  of  the  election  was  that 

Marcy  and  Tracy  were  elected  Govern- 
or and  Lieutenant  Governor.  In  Chau- 

tauqua County  the  Whigs  polled  thirty- 
eight  hundred  ninety-five  votes,  and  the 
Democrats  thirty-one  hundred  twenty. 

The  Whig  majority  was  but  seven  hun- 
dred seventy-five.  Buell  received 

thirty-eight  hundred  fifty-five  votes  and 

Marcy  thirty-one  hundred  fifty-three  in 

Chautauqua  County.  Buell's  majority 
in  the  county  was  seven  hundred  two. 
Richard  P.  Marvin,  Whig,  was  elected 

to  Congress  over  Oliver  Lee,  Demo- 

crat, his  majority  in  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty being  one  thousand  seventy-six.  Al- 
vin  Plumb,  Calvin  Rumsey,  and  Wil- 

liam Wilcox,  W^higs,  were  elected  to  the 
Assembly,  over  Thomas  B.  Campbell, 
James  Hall  and  Daniel  B.  Parsons, 
Democrats. 

At  the  annual  election  in  1837,  the 

Whig  candidates  were  elected.  Judson 
Soutliland  was  chosen  Sheriff  over  John 

Z.  Saxton  by  nine  hundred  fifty-nine 
majority;  George  W.  Tew,  County 

Clerk  over  Joshua  B.  Babcock  by  thir- 
teen hundred  sixty  majority  and  George 

A.  French.  Abner  Lewis  and  Thomas  J. 
Allen  were  elected  to  the  Assembly  over 

Otis  Skinner,  Gideon  Evans  and  Pear- 
son Crosby. 

In  the  fall  elections  of  1838  William 
H.  Seward  was  candidate  of  the  Whigs 
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for  Governor,  and  William  L.  Marcy  of 
the  Democrats.  Seward  was  elected. 

His  majority  in  Chantau([ua  County 
was  nineteen  hundred  nine.  Richard  P. 

Marvin  was  elected  to  Con.o-ress  over 
Charles  H.  S.  Williams ;  Abner  Lewis, 

Waterman  Ellsworth  and  Timothy  Jud- 
son  were  elected  to  the  Assembly  over 

Rodney  B.  Smith,  EHas  Clark  and  Eth- 
an Sawin. 

At  the  election  in  the  fall  of  1839  Ab- 

ram  Dixon,  Whii^-,  of  this  county,  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate.  His  ma- 

jority in  the  county  over  Lsaac  13.  Ell- 
wood,  the  J3emocratic  candidate,  was 

thirteen  hundred  thirty-seven.  Mr. 
Dixon  was  born  in  Manchester,  Ver- 

mont, in  1787.  He  g-raduated  at  Yale 
college  in  181 3.  In  1817  he  came  to 

W'estfield  and  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  law  which  he  continued  until  his  de- 

cease in  1875.  George  A.  Erench,  Odin 
Benedict,  and  William  Rice  were  elected 

to  tlie  Assembly  over  Thomas  B.  Camp  - 
bell, James  Hall  and  Jonathan  Patter- 

son. 

The  presidential  election  in  1840  w^as 

perhaps  the  most  exciting-  and  memor- 
able political  contest  ever  held  in  the 

United  States.  William  Henry  Harri- 
son and  John  Tyler  were  nominated  by 

the  Whigs  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent. IVIartin  Van  Buren  was  nominat- 

ed for  President  and  Richard  M.  John- 
son for  Vice  President  by  the  Demo- 

crats. The  Whigs  were  most  active  and 

successful  in  carrying  on  the  canvass'. 
They  held  immense  mass  meetings 
throughout  the  state  and  nation.  The 
meetings  at  New  York,  Syracuse. 
Poughkeepsie  and  other  places  were 
attended  by  ten,  twenty  and  thirty 
thousand  people.  Men  of  influence  and 
ability  as  speakers  traveled  through  the 
state,  and  came  in  from  other  states  to 

address  the  people.  Several  new  and 
novel  features  were  introduced  by  the 

Whigs  into  the  campaign.  Their  meet- 
ings were  enlivened  and  enthusiasm  was 

excited  by  stirring  campaign  songs  and 

convivial  entertainment.  The  gentler 

sex  gave  countenance,  too,  and  attend- 
ed the  meetings,  which  was  regarded 

by  many  as  an  unwonted  innova- 
tion. This  exciting-  canvass  has 

sometimes  been  called  the  "log- 
cabin,"  and  "hard  cider"  campaign 
Those  terms  were  used  in  com- 
|)limcnt  to  General  Harrison,  whose  life 

had  been  mostly  spent  among  the  pio- 
neers of  the  west.  Hard  cider  was  the 

ruling  beverage.  Log  cabins  w^ere  erect- 
ed tlirough  the  country,  south  and 

north,  an.d  sometimes  moved  on  wheels 

from  one  mass-meeting  to  another. 

"Coon"  skins  were  conspicuously  dis- 
played, and  the  people  loudly  shouted 

for  "Tippecanoe  and  Tyler,  too."  Dur- 
ing the  summer  and  fall  the  people  were 

en.tn-ely  absorbed  w^ith  the  approaching 
presidential  election.  Nowhere  was 
there  more  excitement  and  enthusiasm 

than  in  Chautaucjua  County.  Barbe- 
cues and  large  mass  meetings  were  held 

in  all  the  principal  villages. 

A  description  of  one  of  these  political 
banquets  will  suffice  for  a  description  of 
all  the  rest.  A  typical  log  cabin  used 

by  the  W'higs  for  meetings  and  other 
political  purposes  until  the  campaign 
was  closed  in  November,  was  erected  in 

Jamestown.  It  was  built  in  the  summer 

of  1840.  It  stood  twenty-five  feet  back 
from  Main  Street  between  Second  and 

Third  Streets.  In  one  end  was  con- 
structed an  open  fireplace  with  a  stick 

chimney.  Beneath  the  cabin's  porch 
was  a  door  with  the  latch  string  out, 
and  near  it  a  barrel  of  hard  cider  with 

tin  drinking-  cups  at  hand.  The  porch 
was  ornamented  with  ox  and  sap  yokes, 

a  primitive  plow,  an  old  fashioned  fan 
used  in  early  days  to  winnow  the  grain, 
a  flax  break,  hetchell  and  all  kinds  of 

pioneer  farming  implements.  The  out- 
side walls  w^ere  decorated  with  coon, 

woodchuck  and  deer  skins  ;  the  inside 

was  hung  with  strings  of  corn  and 

gourds,  a  warming  pan  and  an  old  fash- 
ioned clock  with  a  long  pendulum.  The 
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fireplace  was  furnished  witli  a  lug"pole, 
l)ake  kettle,  and  other  appropriate  an- 

cient fitting-s ;  the  room  was  adorned 
with  old  style  furniture,  all  supposed  to 

represent  General  Harrison's  log-  cabin 
and  its  furnishings. 

To  provide  refreshments  for  the  large 

number  of  people  exoected  to  be  pres- 
ent, an  ox  was  roasted  whole  in  the 

deep,  dry  ditch  of  the  old  abandoned 

canal  just  below  Warner's  sawmill,  that 
once  led  up  to  the  lock  that  had  been 

used  in  early  days  for  keel  boats  navi- 
gating the  waters  between  Chautauqua 

Lake  and  Pittsburg.  There  an  immense 

tin  dripping  pan  was  placed,  over  it  an 
ox  was  suspended,  hung  upon  a  pole 

passing  through  it  length wdse,  resting 
upon  crotches.  The  pole  turned  by  a 
crank  at  the  end.  Beneath  the  ox  a  fire 

was  kindled  of  seasoned  maple  wood, 

set  up  endways  around  the  dripping  pan. 
A  long  handled  frying  pan  was  used  to 
baste  the  ox.  When  well  roasted  it  was 

borne  upon  poles  resting-  upon  the 
shoulders  of  enthusiastic  Whigs,  and 
placed  upon  a  platform  in  front  of  the 
log  cabin.  A  huge  cornmeal  johnny  cake 
twenty  inches  wide  and  sixteen  feet  long 
was  also  provided  for  the  repast.  When 

the  time  arrived  large  delegations  head- 
ed by  log  cabin  bands  of  clarionets, 

drums  and  fifes  came  pourin^g  into  the 
village,  some  of  them  a  thousand  in 

number,  bearing-  flags,  and  banners  with 
Tippecanoe  mottoes.  Jamestown  was 
filled  with  people  that  day.  It  was  the 
largest  political  demonstration  that  had 
ever  been  held  in  the  county.  Dinner 
was  served  at  tables  placed  between  the 

log-  cabin  and  Third  street,  where 
Joseph  Garfield,  as  master  of  ceremon- 

ies, clothed  in  a  white  apron,  with  arms 
bare,  carving  knife  in  hand,  mounted  the 
table  and  invited  all  to  the  feast.  With 

a  free  lunch  of  roast  beef,  pork  and 

beans,  johnnycake  and  hard  cider  and 
cofifee,  none  went  awav  hungrv  or 

thirsty.     The    banquet    over,  stirring- 

speeches  were  made  by  Hon.  Richard 
P.  Marvin,  Madison  Burnell,  E.  F.  War- 

ren, G.  A.  S.  Crooker  and  others.  The 
meeting  closed  with  great  enthusiasm 
and  the  singing  of  lively  political  songs 
by  the  glee  clulx  Many  a  Whig  was 
born  that  day  (2). 

At  this  election  the  opponents  toslav- 

erty,  the  "Li])erty"  Party,  placed  candi- 
dates in  the  field.  At  the  "Western 

New  York  Anti-Slavery  Society"  meet- 
ing held  the  year  before  at  Warsaw, 

James  G.  Birney  of  New  York  was  nom- 
inated for  President,  and  Francis  J.  Le- 

moyne  of  Pennsylvania  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

The  result  of  these  extraordinarv  ex- 
ertions of  the  parties  was  to  bring  out 

almost  the  en.tire  vote  of  the  country. 

The  Whigs  gained  a  complete  triumph 
in  the  state  and  nation,  electing  Harri- 

son and  Tyler,  President  and  Vice  Pres- 
ident. In  this  county  Harrison  receiv- 

ed the  extraortlinary  number  of  five 

thousand,  nine  hundred  eighty-five 

votes,  V^an  Buren  three  thousand,  three 
hundred  forty-five  and  Birney,  the  Lib- 

erty candidate,  twenty-three,  the  Whig- 
majority  being  two  thousand,  six  hun- 

dred seventeen.  William  H.  Seward, 
the  Whig  candidate  for  Governor,  was 
also  elected.  Fie  received  in  this  coun- 

ty five  thousand,  seven  hundred  fifty- 
five  votes ;  W.  C.  Brouck,  the  Demo- 

cratic candidate,  received  three  thou- 

sand, four  hundred  eighty-five  votes, 

and  Garrett  Smith,  the  "Liberty  Party" 
candidate,  twenty  votes.  In  the  twenty- 
three  votes  cast  for  Birney  and  the 
twenty  votes  cast  for  Garrett  Smith,  we 

see  the  beginning  of  the  Anti-Slavery 
Party  in  the  county,  resulting  finally  in 
the  organization  of  the  Republican Party. 

In  the  political  history  of  a  people 
living  within  the  narrow  limits  of  a 
county,  we  may  witness  the  complete 
development  of  a  political  idea  and  trace 
the  beginning,  rise  and  fall  of  a  political 

(2)    This  account  is  from  a  description  of  the  barbecue  by  Nathan  Brown  of  Jamestown. 
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party,  the  same  as  in  a  larger  communi- 
ty. It  is  pertinen_t  here  to  state  that 

Chautauqua  County  has  not  always 
been  a  land  of  liberty,  for  that  slavery 
once  existed  within  its  boundaries,  as  it 

did  in  nearly  all  the  territory  of  the  orig- 
inal thirteen  colonies,  is  attested  by  the 

following-  record : 
'•I,  ,  one  of  the 

judges  in  and  for  the  County  of  Chau- 
tauqua, do  certify,  that  on  the  i6th  day 

of  February  last  past  was  born  unto  me 
a  black  bov  slave,  by  the  name  of  Jonas. 

SeptemDer  22,  1816." 
In  181 7  eight  slaves  and  their  masters 

were  residing  in  Chautauqua  County, 
and  not  until  1827  were  the  slaves  all 
freed  in  New  York  State.  The  records 

of  the  county  also  show  that  it  was  nec- 
essary that  the  following  certificate 

should  be  filed  in  order  to  attest  the 

freedom  of  one  of  its  citizens: — "To 
whom  it  may  concern  :  This  may  certi- 

fy that  William  Harris,  of  the  county 

and  towai  above  mentioned,  aged  forty- 
seven  years,  about  five  feet  and  seven 

inches  high,  of  a  black  complexion,  born 

of  free  parents  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Is- 
land, town  of  Scituale,  hath  made  before 

me  such  proof  of  his  freedom  that  I  am 
fully  convinced  of  his  freedom  as  to  the 

pretense  of  any  person  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  Given  under  my 

hand."    "Matthew  Prendergast." 
"One  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of 

Common  Pleas  of  said  county.  Record- 
ed April  22  1814.  I.  Dexter,  Town 

Clerk." In  the  twenty  odd  votes  cast  at  the 
election  in  1840  we  see  the  first  protest 

in  Chautauqua  County  against  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery.  It  is  interesting  to 

trace  the  growth  of  this  sentiment  as 
our  history  proceeds,  in  the  vote  polled 
at  each  succeeding  election  until  twenty 
years  later,  when  it  became  strong 

enough  to  carry  the  county  by  an  over- 
whelming majority. 

At  this  election  in  1840  Philo  Orton 

was  chosen  presidential  elector.  He  was 

born  in  Tyringham,  Mass.,  in  1778.  He 
was  a  practical  surveyor.  For  eleven 

years  he  was  the  Supervisor  of  Pom- 
fret.  He  was  also  a  Judge  of  the  coun- 

ty. Amos  W.  Muzzey,  Whig,  was 
elected  Sheriff  over  David  McDonald. 
Democrat.  John  G.  Hinckley,  Whig, 

Clerk,  over  George  A.  Green,  Demo- 
crat, and  George  A.  French,  Robertson 

Whiteside  and  Benjamin  Douglass, 

Whigs,  were  elected  to  the  Assembly. 
At  the  annual  election  in  November, 

1841,  Rossiter  P.  Johnson,  Emory  F. 
Warren  and  Austin  Pierce,  Whigs,  were 
elected  to  the  Assembly. 

We  may  now  begin  to  perceive  the 
germs  of  a  division  in  both  the 

Democratic  and  Whig  Parties,  re- 
sulting in  a  few  years  later  in 

the  birth  of  the  "American"  Party, 
the  dissolution  of  the  Whig  Party 

and  finally  bringing  into  life  the 
Republicans.  In  the  Democratic  Party 

the  "Hunkers"  were  those  who  at  the 
time  favored  more  liberal  expenditures, 

particularly  to  support  the  canals.  The 

"Barnburners"  or  Radicals,  claimed 
greater  economy.  The  Radicals  of  the 
Whig  Party  were  particularly  friendly 

to  Governor  Seward,  were  more  friend- 
ly to  foreigners  than  the  conservative 

Whigs,  and  more  inclined  to  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Abolitionists  than  they. 

In  1842  William  C.  Brouck  and  Dan- 
iel S.  Dickenson,  Hunkers,  received  the 

nomination  for  Governor  and  Lieuten- 
ant Governor  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 

Luther  Bradish  and  Gabriel  Furman  re- 
ceived the  same  nominations  from  the 

Whigs.  Alvan  Stewart  was  the  Abo- 
lition candidate  for  Governor.  The 

Democrats  won.  Brouck  received  in 

this  county  three  thousand,  four  hun- 
dred eighty-five  votes,  Bradish  five 

thousand  seventy,  and  Stewart  sixty- 
seven.  Emory  F.  Warren,  Odin  Bene- 

dict and  Adolohus  F.  Morrison,  Whigs, 
were  elected  to  the  Assemblv. 

At  the  county  convention  held  1843 

by  the  Whigs  to  nominate  candidates 
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for  county  officers,  John  G.  Hinckley 
and  Alvin  Plumb  were  candidates  for 

the  nomination  of  County  Clerk,  and 
Mr.  Hinckley  received  the  nomination. 
Mr.  Plumb  was  much  dissatisfied  with 

the  result,  claiming-  that  it  had  been 
accomplished  by  unfair  means.  Charles 

J.(J)rton  was  nominated  for  Sheriff  over 
Orton  McClure,  who  was  also  dissatisfied 

with  the  result.  Samuel  A.  Brown,  Tim- 
othy Judson,  and  Valorous  Lake  were 

the  Whig-  candidates  for  the  Assembly. 
The  friends  of  Plumb  and  McClure 

united  with  the  Democrats  in  a  county 

convention,  at  which  McClure  was  nom- 
inated for  Sheriff,  Plumb  for  Clerk,  Eli- 

jah Waters  (a  Whig-),  Marcus  Simons 
and  Forbes  Johnson  (Democrats)  were 
nominated  for  the  Assembly.  A  bitter 

and  long  remembered  contest  ensued, 

one  of  the  most  memorable  local  polit- 

ical campaigns  in  the  county's  history. 
The  result  was  that  McClure  was  elect- 

ed Sheriff  over  Orton  by  seven  hundred 
six  votes.  Wiseman  C.  Nichols,  the 
candidate  of  the  Abolitionists,  received 

two  hundred  eighteen.  Plumb  was 

elected  Clerk  over  Hincklev,  by  a  ma- 

jority of  five  hundred  eighty-five.  Wil- 
liam Hedges,  the  candidate  of  the  Abo- 

litionists, received  one  huiulred  sixty- 
four  votes.  Waters,  Simons  and  Forbes 

Johnson,  the  candidates  of  the  irregu- 
lar ticket,  w^ere  all  elected.  This  year 

Thomas  A.  Olson,  a  Hunker  Democrat, 

was  appointed  First  Judge,  and  John 
M.  Edson,  a  Radical  Democrat,  Judge. 
Worthy  Putnam  was  elected  Deputy 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools. 

The  presidential  election  in  1844  was 
nearly  as  exciting  and  memorable  for 
the  enthusiasm  displayed  by  the  people 
as  that  in  1840.  Just  one  month  after 
General  Harrison  was  inaugurated 
President  in  1841,  he  died,  and  John 

Tyler,  the  Vice  President,  became  Pres- 
ident. The  favorite  measure  of  the 

Whig  Party,  that  of  chartering  a  Unit- 
ed States  bank,  had  passed  the  vSenate 

and  House  of  Representatives.    In  o])- 

position  to  the  unanimous  advice  of  his 
Cabinet  President  Tyler  vetoed  it.  This 
and  other  acts  of  President  Tyler  en- 

tirely alienated  his  party,  which  finally 
openly  declared  war  against  him,  and 
the  Whigs  reaped  no  fruits  from  their 
great  success  in  1840.  lu  1844  the 
Whigs  nominated  their  favorite  leader, 
great  orator,  eminent  and  patriotic 
statesman,  Henry  Clay,  for  President, 
and  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  for  Vice 
President.  The  Democrats  nominated 
James  K.  Polk  for  President,  and 
George  M.  Dallas  for  Vice  President. 
The  Liberty  Party  had  previously  nomi- 

nated J.  G.  Birney  and  Thomas  Morris 
for  President  an.d  Vice  President. 

Large  mass  meetings  were  held  in  all 
the  principal  towns,  and  in  almost  everv 

county,  addressed  by  the  most  eminent 
orators  of  the  state.  The  campaign  was 
conducted  by  both  parties,  in  many  re- 

spects like  the  campaign  of  1840.  Songs 
and  barbecues  were  feat  ures  of  the  mass 

meetings  held  in  the  principal  places. 
We  have  already  given  an  account  of 

one  of  the  barbecues  of  1840.  To  il- 
lustrate the  kind  of  political  songs  that 

amused  the  crowd  in  those  days,  we  give 
the  following,  sung  by  the  Sinclairville 

Clay  Club  at  the  great  Fredonia  barbe- 
cue in  1844,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that 

the  political  song  writers  of  those  days 
were  in  no  respects  behind  the  modern 

campaign  poet  in  stirring  the  popular 
heart  or  in  finding  the  jolly  side  of 
human  nature.  The  tariff  question  was 
the  overriding  question  of  the  day,  as 
by  the  song  appears  : 

(Tune,  "Rosin  the  Bow.") 
Ye  jolly  true  Whigs  of  Sinclairville, 
And  all  ye  sick  Democrats  too, 

Oome  out  from  among  the  Polk  party, 
And  goto  the  Whig  barbecue. 

October  the  15th  is  coming, 
And  the  Polkats  begin  to  look  blue; 

They  know  that  the  Coons  will  be  gain  ing. 
At  the  feast  of  the  great  barbecue. 

We  therefore  will  give  you  a  warning. 
To  abandon  that  Polk  and  his  crew. 

( 
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For  hundreds  of  thousands  are  going 
To  vote  for  our  Harry  the  true! 

Then  let  us  be  up  and  a-doing, 
And  hurrah  for  the  Whig  barbecue. 

That  Polk!  We  know  we  can  beat  him. 
With  Harry,  the  honest  and  true. 

Good  men  from  the  Locos  are  flying, 
Which  makes  them  look  kinder  askew. 

They  see  us  all  go  for  protection, 
And  Harry,  the  honest  and  true. 

Then  let  us  go  down  to  Fredoi  ia, 
And  sing  them  this  song  on  the  way, 

And'  when  we  get  out  to  Laona 
We'll  give  them  a  hurrah  for  Clay. 

We'll  give  them  the  hurrahs  so  hearty, 
For  Fillmore  and  Wilkin  we'll  say. 

And  "three  times  three"  for  the  party 
That  goes  for  protection  and  Clay! 

The  presidential  election  resulted  in 
the  success  of  the  Democratic  ticket.  In 

Chautauqua  County  the  Whi^s^s  received 
five  thousand,  six  hundred  twelve  votes, 
the  Democrats  three  thousand,  four 
hundred  seven  votes,  and  the  Liberty 
Party  three  hundred  fourteen  votes. 

Millard  Fillmore  and  Samuel  J.  Wilkin 

were  nominated  bv  the  Whig's  for  Gov- 
ernor and  Lieutenant  Governor.  Silas 

Wright  and  Addison  Gardner  were 
nominated  by  the  Democrats  for  the 

same  offices.  The  Liberty  Party  nom- 
inated Alvin  Stewart  for  Governor.  The 

Democratic  candidates  were  elected.  In 

Chautauqua  County  Fillmore  received 

five  thousand^  five  hundred  eighty-sev- 
en votes,  Wright  three  thousand,  four 

hundred  sixty-two  votes,  and  Stewart 
three  hundred  fifteen  votes.  Abner 
Lewis,  Whig,  of  Chautauqua  County, 

was  elected  to  represent  the  Thirty-first 
District  in  Congress  over  Thomas  B. 
Camnbell,  Democrat.  Mr.  Lewis  was 

the  son  of  John  Lewis  of  Harmony.  He 

practiced  law  in  Jamestown  and  Pana- 
ma. He  was  a  Member  of  Assembly 

and  First  Judo-e  of  the  county,  an  able 
man  and  prominent  citizen.  He  finally 
removed  to  Winona,  Minnesota.  Sam- 

uel A.  Brown,  Henry  C.  Frisbee  and 

Jeremiah  Mann,  Whigs,  were  elected  to 

the  y\ssembly.  Calel:>  ().  Daughaday, 
Hunker,  was  ap])ointed  Judge. 

In  the  course  of  the  campaign  of  1844 
the  division  in.  the  Democratic  Party 

began  to  be  more  pronounced.  The 

Hunkers,  led  by  Edwin  Croswell,  Ed- 
itor of  the  Albany  Argus,  Floratio  Sey- 

mour and  William  L.  Marcy,  favored 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  wiiile  Martin 

V^an  Buren,  Silas  Wright  and  Michael 
Hoft'man  were  opposed.  The  symptoms 
of  dissension  in  the  Whig  Party  also 

began  to  be  more  pronounced.  Gover- 
nor Seward,  Thtirlow  Weed,  and  Hor- 
ace Greeley  and  the  radicals  sometimes 

called  "Wollies"  were  inclined  to  sus- 
tain the  claims  of  adopted  citizens  and 

favored  certain  reforms,  while  the  New 
York  Courier  and  Enquirer,  published 

by  Colonel  Webb,  the  New  York  Ex- 

press, and  the  Buflfalo  Commercial-Ad- 
vertiser and  the  conservatives,  some- 

times called  "Silver  Greys,"  held  oppo- 
site views. 

In  November,  1845,  t^ie  question 

"Whether  there  shall  be  a  convention 

to  formx  a  new  constitution"  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  voters  of  the  state  and 

carried.  At  a  special  election  held  in 

April,  1846,  George  W.  Patterson  and 
Richard  P.  Marvin  were  elected  dele- 

gates for  Chautauqua  County. 

Richard  P.  Marvin  was  born  at  Fair- 
field Herkimer  County,  N.Y.,  December 

23,  1803.  settled  in  Jamestown  in 
1829,  and  .for  eighteen  years  practiced 

law  there,  except  while  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  official  duties  as  Member  of 

Congress  and  other  public  positions.  At 

the  end  of  this  time,  he  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  office 

he  held  for  over  twenty-four  years,  be- 

ing all  of  the  time  a  resident  of  Chau- 
tauqua County.  Judge  Marvin  was  one 

of  the  ablest  advocates  of  Western  New 

York,  but  having  served  the  greater 
part  of  the  active  portion  of  his  life  as 

Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  his  judi- 
cial reputation  is  best  known.  He  was 

one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the 
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early  Judges  under  the  Constitution  of 

1846,  and  his  decisions  and  written  opin- 
ions are  regarded  with  great  respect. 

Although  he  was  a  most  industrious 

lawyer  and  judge,  he  found  time  to 
indulge  a  literary  taste,  and  a  love  for 

historical  studies.  Judge  Marvin's  abil- 
ity and  honestv  early  secured  him  the 

confidence  of  the  people  of  Chautauqua 
County,  which  he  has  always  retained, 
and  thev  have  been  justly  proud  of  his 
accomplishments  and  of  his  distinction. 

George  W.  Patterson  was  born  in 
Londonderry,  New  Hampshire,  in  1799. 
He  early  came  to  Livingston  County. 
New  York,  where  he  was  elected  to  the 

Assembly  eight  years,  the  last  two  of 
which  he  was  Speaker  of  the  House.  In 
May,  1841,  he  came  to  Westfield  and 

took  charge  of  the  Chautauqua  land  of- 
fice. In  1848  he  was  elected  Lieuten- 

ant Governor.  He  was  the  first  citizen 

of  the  county  to  hold  a  state  office.  Mr. 

Patterson's  ability,  his  distinguished 
record,  and  his  honorable  character 

always  secured  him  a  high  place  in  the 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

In  June,  1846,  the  convention  com- 
menced its  sessions  in  Albany.  The 

constitution  as  framed  by  the  conven- 
tion was  adopted  in  full  by  a  majority  of 

more  than  two  to  one.  The  n.ew  con- 
stitution gave  the  people  still  more 

power  than  was  granted  by  that  of  1821. 

It  provided  for  the  election  of  many  of- 
ficers who  had  been  before  appointed 

by  the  Governor.  It  provided  for  the 
election  of  Senators  and  Members  of 

Assembly  in  separate  districts.  In  the 
place  of  the  Court  for  Correction  of 

Errors,  the  Court  of  x\i:)peals  was  es- 
tablished ;  Courts  of  Chancery  and  Cir- 

cuit Courts  were  abolished,  and  the  Su- 
preme Court  established  in  their  places. 

The  County  Court  was  established  in 

the  place  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
which  had  been  so  long  in  existence. 

The  most  important  innovation  made 
was  the  provision  for  the  election  of 

Jud^res  by  the  people.    Feudal  tenures 

were  abolished,  all  leases  of  agricultural 

lands  for  a  lono-er  period  than  twelve 
years  were  declared  invalid,  and  many 
other  important  changes  were  made. 

In  the  fall  election  of  1846,  John 

Young,  the  Whig  candidate  for  Gover- 
nor was  elected  over  Silas  Wright.  In 

Chautauqua  Countv  Young  received 
four  thousand,  five  hundred  sixteen 

votes,  Wright  two  thousand,  seven  hnn- 
dred  three,  and  Henry  Bradley,  the  can- 

didate of  the  National  Reformers,  four 

hundred  fourteen  votes.  Dudley  Mar- 

vin was  elected  a  Representative  in  Con- 
gress from  this  district,  Francis  H. 

Ruggles,  State  Senator  for  this  Sena- 
torial District  and  Madison  Burnell 

and  Charles  G.  Orton  Members  of  As- 
sembly, all  Whigs. 

Dudley  Marvin  was  born  at  Lyme, 

Connecticut,  in  1786.  He  was  an  emi- 
nent lawyer  in  his  early  life  ;  while  liv- 

ing at  Canandaigua  he  was  often  em- 
ployed as  counsel  in  important  causes 

in  Chautauqua.  The  most  of  his  active 
life  was  spent  in  the  practice  of  law  in 

Canandaigua,  New  York  and  Brook- 
lyn. He  came  to  this  county  in  1843. 

He  was  often  engaged  in  important 

suits.  Mr.  Marvin  was  a  thorough  law- 
yer in  every  respect,  sagacious  in  the 

preparation  and  conduct  of  his  cases, 
skilled  in  the  examination  of  witnesses, 

witty  and  eloquent  before  a  jury.  He 
was.  an  able  lawyer,  the  peer  of  Mnllett 

and  Burnell.  Many  stories  are  told  il- 
lustrative of  his  wit  and  talent.  He  was 

a  personal  friend  of  Henrv  Clav,  and 

distinguished  as  a  political  orator. 
Francis  N.  Ruggles  was  a  wellknown 

lawyer  of  Fredonia.  He  was  appointed 

a  Judge  of  the  county  in  1841.  His 
term  as  Judge  expired  in  February  in 
1846. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Board 

of  Supervisors  in  1846,  Odin  Benedict 
was  chosen  chairman.  Upon  the  board 
this  year  we  find  two  young  men,  who 
for  the  first  time  were  filling  positions, 

that  brought  them  to  the  notice  of  the 
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people  of  the  county,  and  who,  a  few 

years  later  took  a  leading-  and  antag- 
onistic part  in  the  party  to  which  they 

both  belonged.  They  for  many  years 
exercised  a  very  important  influence  in 

the  politics  of  their  county  and  con- 
gressional district.  Walter  L.  Ses- 

sions, from  the  town  of  Harmony,  then 

but  tvyenty-six  years  of  age,  was  Clerk 
of  the  Board.  He  was  born  in  Ver- 

mont, but  came  to  Chautauqua  when 
but  a  child.  He  was  educated  in  the 

common  schools  of  the  county  and  later 

graduated  from  the  Westfleld  Acade- 
my. The  other  young  man  was  Reub- 

en E.  Fenton,  Supervisor  from  the 
town  of  Carroll. 

Mr.  Fenton  was  then  twenty-seven 
years  of  age.  He  was  born  in  the 

town  which  he  represented  July  4th. 
1 819.  He  was  not  only  to  the  manor 

born  and  closely  identified  with  the 
politics  of  his  native  county  until  the 
day  of  his  death,  but  was  the  son  of 

one  of  its  earliest  inhabitants.  George 
W.  Fenton,  his  father,  was  born  in 

New  Hampshire,  but  early  drifted  west- 
ward, until  we  find  him  at  Pittsburg. 

For  two  or  three  years  he  traded  in 

goods  and  provisions  in  a  canoe  upon 
the  Allegheny  River  and  French  Creek. 
In  the  winter  of  1805  and  1806  he 
taught  the  first  school  ever  taught  in 
Warren,  Pennsylvania.  In  1807  he 
built  a  cabin  on  the  Chadakoin,  or  out- 

let of  Chautauqua  Lake,  near  its  con- 

fluence with  the  Cassadaga.  In  1809 
he  removed  to  what  is  now  the  town 
of  Carroll. 

The  mother  of  Reuben  E.  Fenton 
was  a  daughter  of  John  Owens,  another 
of  the  early  settlers  of  the  County  of 
Chautauqua.  Owens  was  a  soldier  of 
the  Old  French  War,  and  was  with  the 
English  army  in  the  attack  on  Quebec. 
He  was  also  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 

tion. He  settled  in  Carroll  in  1808. 
where  he  kept  a  tavern  for  the  enter- 

tainment of  lumbermen  in  rafting 
times,  and  travelers  on  the  state  line 

road  from  Chautauqua  County  into 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  He  also 

kept  a  private  ferry  over  the  Conewan- 
go.  He  was  a  keen,  joking,  story-tell- 

ing and  good-natured  man.  Many  a 

night  did  he  entertain  the  weary  rafts- 

men gathered  at  his  house  for  a  night's 
rest,  until  a  late  hour  with  his  witty 
stories.  He  died  in  Carroll  February 

6th,  1843,  at  the  remarkable  age  of  one 
hundred  seven  years. 

Reuben  F.  Fenton  was  educated  at 

Cary's  Academy  near  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  at  the  Fredonia  Academy.  After- 

wards for  two  years  he  studied  law^  at 
Jamestown,  but  gave  up  the  profession 
at  twenty  years  of  age  and  became  a 
merchant  at  trewsburg.  A  little  later 

he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  He 
personally  conducted  his  first  raft  down 
the  Ohio  and  sold  it  advantageously. 
He  soon  became  a  successful  and  lead- 

ing operator  in  lumber  on  the  Alle- 
gheny and  Ohio.  In  his  first  business 

enterprise  he  displayed  marked  execu- 
tive ability,  the  diligence  and  shrewd- 

ness that  distinguished  him  through 
life.  His  aspiring  nature  compelled  a 
recognition  of  his  accomplishments  at 

an  early  age.  He  was  scarcely  twenty- 
one  when  he  became  Colonel  of  the 

One  Hundred  Sixty-second  Regiment 
of  New  York  militia,  and  at  twenty-six 
the  Supervisor  of  his  native  tov^^n.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  adroit  and  success- 

ful politicians  of  his  day,  achieving  po- 
sitions among  the  highest  in  the  state 

and  nation. 

The  presidential  election  occurred  in 
1848.  The  Whigs  nominated  Zachary 
Taylor  for  President,  and  Millard  Fill- 

more for  Vice  President.  The  Demo- 
crats nominated  Lewis  Cass  for  Presi- 
dent and  William  O.  P>utler  for  Vice 

President.  Those  Democrats  called 
Barnburners  who  favored  the  exclusion 

of  slavery  from  the  territory  acquired 
from  Mexico  as  the  result  of  the  Mexi- 

can War,  held  a  convention  at  Utica, 
and  nominated  Martin  Van  Buren  for 
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President,  but  in  order  to  unite  all  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery,  a 

mass  convention  was  held  in  Buffalo 

August  gth,  1848,  which  was  largely 

attended  by  people  from  every  north- 
ern state,  and  also  from  Delaware. 

Maryland  and  Virginia.  It  was  held 

in  a  great  tent  on  the  courthouse  park. 
The  multitude  assembled  chose  Charles 

Francis  Adams  as  their  presiding  of- 
ficer. The  convention  nominated  Mar- 

tin Van  Buren  for  President  and 

Charles  Francis  Adams  for  Vice  Presi- 

dent. The  creed  of  these  "Free  Demo- 

crats" commonly  called  ''Free  Soilers" 
as  laid  down  in  their  resolutions,  was 

comorehensively  expressed  in  the 

phrase,  "No  more  slave  states,  and  no 
slave  territories."  This  was  the 
only  convention  of  national  interest 

ever  held  in  Buffalo.  It  w^as  a  conven- 
tion of  great  importance  in  the  history 

of  the  country,  as  it  was  the  first  Na- 
tional Convention  to  take  decisive 

grounds  against  slavery.  It  was  large- 
ly attended,  and  sustained  by  the  sen- 

timent of  a  considerable  number  of  peo- 
ple. The  action  here  taken  exerted  a 

powerful  influence  in  strengthening  the 
opposition  to  slavery,  which  up  to  that 
time  was  comparatively  weak.  Many 
Chautauqua  County  citizens  attended. 
The  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of 

Taylor  and  Fillmore.  Taylor  received 
four  thousand,  two  hundred  seven 
votes,  Cass  one  thousand,  nine  hundred 
eleven,  and  Van  Buren  one  thousand, 
six  hundred  forty  eight  in  this  county. 

Hamilton  Fish,  Whig,  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor, George  W.  Patterson,  Lieuten- 

ant Governor,  Elijah  Risley,  Represen- 
tative to  Congress,  Silas  Terry  and 

Ezekial  B.  Gurnsev  Members  of  Assem- 
bly. Mr.  Risley  was  born  in  1787,  came 

to  Fredonia  in  1807,  was  the  first  mer- 
chant there.  He  and  his  brothers  Wil- 

liam and  Levi  established  the  celebrat- 

ed Risley's  Garden,  and  the  culture  of 
garden  seeds,  which  they  carried  on 

on  an  extensive  scale.  He  was  a  Major- 
General  in  the  state  militia. 

The  disaster  that  befell  the  Demo- 
crats, bv  reason  of  the  division  of  the 

party  in  1848,  in  1849  caused  them  to 
take  measures  to  unite  in  the  State  of 

New  York.  This  was  effected  in  Sep- 
tember and  a  ticket  composed  of 

Hunkers  or  suDporters  of  General  Cass 
and  Barnburners,  supporters  of  Van 
Buren,  nominated.  In  Chautauqua 
County  a  union  was  effected  between 

the  two  wings  of  the  party  at  the  Coun- 
ty and  Assembly  District  Conventions, 

presided  over  by  Judges  Nirum  Sack- 
ett,  a  Barnburner,  Caleb  O.  Daugha- 
day,  a  Hunker,  and  John  M.  Edson,  a 
Barnburner,  respectively.  But  one 
county  and  district  ticket  was  made. 
At  the  election  in  November  the  Whigs 
carried  their  state  ticket  in  the  coun- 

ty bv  a  majority  less  than  one  thou- 
sand. Noah  D.  Snow,  Democrat,  was 

elected  Sheriff  over  Nathaniel  Eddy, 

Whig,  by  one  hundred  eighty-five  ma- 
jority, one  of  the  few  instances  in 

which  a  Democrat  has  been  elected  to 

an  important  office  in  the  countv.  Sam- 
uel Barrett,  Whig,  one  of  the  most  es- 

teemed citizens  of  the  county,  was  elect- 
ed to  the  Assembly  of  the  Second  Dis- 

trict, by  a  majority  of  only  one  hundred 

forty-two,  over  Beuben  E.  Fenton. 
Democrat.  This  was  the  fi.rst  time  that 

Mr.  Fenton  came  before  the  people  of 

the  county  for  a  county  office,  and  the 

small  majority  by  which  he  was  beaten 
is  an  evidence  of  his  growing  political 
influence. 

At  the  election  in  1850  Washington 

Hunt,  Whig,  was  elected  Governor 
over  Horatio  Seymour,  Democrat.  In 
Chautauqua  County  Hunt  had  one 

thousand,  four  hundred  thirty-eight 
majority.  Austin  Smith  and  Daniel  W. 

Douglass  were  elected  to  the  Assem- 
bly, and  Daniel  Sherman,  District  At- 

torney, all  Whigs. 
At  this  election  lames  Mullett  was 

for  a  second  term  elected  Justice  of  the 
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Supreme  Court.  We  have  often  had 
occasion  to  speak  of  l\Ir.  Mullett  in  the 
course  of  our  history.  For  more  than 

a  quarter  of  a  century  after  the  organ- 
ization of  the  county,  of  all  of  its  citi- 

zens, he  was  the  most  distinguished  for 

his  talents.  His  untiring-  industry, 
great  love  for  his  ]:)rofession,  his  en- 

thusiastic study  of  the  best  literature, 
and  his  native  genius,  made  him  the 
most  eloauent,  witty  and  able  member 

of  his  profession  in  his  day.  He  was 
born  at  Guilford,  Vermont,  in  1781,  His 

youth  was  spent  on  his  father's  farm. 
He  was  a  cabinetmaker  by  trade.  In 

18 10  he  came  to  Fredonia  and  was  em- 

ployed for  a  time  as  clerk  in  Risley's 
store.  When  thirty-two  years  of  age 
he  commenced  the  study  of  law  with 

Hon.  Tacob  Houghton.  He  at  once 
came  to  the  front  in  his  profession  and 
as  a  public  speaker.  He  was  District 
Attorney,  a  member  of  the  Legislature 
for  his  county,  and  City  Attorney  for 
the  City  of  Buffalo.  He  was  elected  a 
Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1847, 
immediately  after  the  adoption  of  the 
new  constitution  and  while  a  resident 

of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  but  soon  after 

returned  to  his  old  home  in  Fredonia, 

where  he  s])ent  the  remainder  of  his 
life. 

At  the  election  in  1851  Elisha  Ward 
was  elected  State  Senator.  Austin 

Smith  and  Jeremiah  Ellsworth,  Mem- 
bers of  Assembly.  vSelden  Marvin, 

County  Judge,  Alpheus  S.  Hawley, 
Sheriff,  and  Richard  O.  Green,  Clerk, 
all  Whigs. 

Elisha  Ward  who  was  now  elected 

Senator  was  noted  for  his  independence 
of  thought,  and  his  unconventional 
manners.  He  had  a  mind  remarkably 
well  furnished  by  reading  the  classics 
and  best  authors.  He  had  ability  and 

was  a  good  lawyer.  He  was  four  years 
a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
of  the  county. 

Selden  Marvin  who  was  elected 

County  Judge,  was  the  only  child  of 

Dudley  Marvin.  He  was  born  in  Can- 
andaigua  in  1819,  read  law  with  his  dis- 

tinguished father,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  184T.  He  came  to  Ripley 
the  same  year.  In  i860  he  removed  to 
the  City  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  continued  to  practice  law. 
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■'Here  siin-brown'd  Labour  swings  his  Cyclop 
arms, 

T^cng  are  the  furrows  he  must  trace  between 
The  ocean's  azure  and  the  prairie's  green; Full  many  a  blank  his  destined  realm  dis- 

plays, 
Yet  see  the  promise  of  his  riper  days; 
Far  through  yon  depths  the  panting  engine moves, 

His    chariots    ringing    in    their  steel-shod grooves ; 

And  Erie's  naiad  flings  her  diamond  wave 
O'er   the   wild    sea-nymph   in   her  distant 

cave." 
— O.  W.  Holmes. 

The  period  that  commenced  with  the 

completion  of  the  Erie  Raih-oad  in  1851 
may  appropriately  be  called  the  Agri- 
cultnral  Period,  becanse  of  the  o^reat 
advance  and  improvement  made  in  the 

farming-  industry.  Ag-riculture  for 
twenty-five  years  afterwards  was  the 
chief  occupation  of  the  people  of  the 
county. 

In  May,  1851,  soon  after  the  great 
celebration,  the  New  York  and  Erie 

Railroad  commenced  permanent  opera- 
tions, running  five  passenger  trains 

from  Dtmkirk  to  New  York  daily ; 

three  were  first-class  and  two  second- 
class  trains. 

The  fare  from  New  York  upon  the 

former  was  eight  dollars  ;  upon  the  lat- 
ter five  dollars.  The  fine  steamers  Nia- 

gara, Queen  Cit}'  and  Key  Stone  State 
commenced  to  navigate  Lake  Erie  from 
Dunkirk  in  connection  with  these  lines 

to  Cleveland,  Toledo  and  Detroit ;  the 

fare  for  the  passage  to  the  latter  place 
was  four  dollars.  The  gauge  of  the 
Erie  Road  was  originally  six  feet  wide, 
which  was  supposed  at  the  time  to  give 

great  advantage  over  a  narrow  gauge 

in  the  shipment  of  freight.  Particular 
attention  was  given  by  the  road  to  the 
transportation  of  cattle  and  live  stock. 

The  year  1852  commenced  in  Chau- 
tauqua with  an  event  scarcely  less  in 

importance  to  its  people  and  to  Dun- 
kirk than  the  completion  of  the  New 

York  and  Erie  Railroad.  On  the  first 

of  January  of  that  year  the  Buffalo  and 
State  Line  Railroad  was  opened  from 

the  State  Line  of  Pennsylvania  to  Dun- 

kirk, and  on  the  twenty-second  of  Feb- 
ruary to  Buffalo.  Now  had  the  tedious 

journeyings  from  Buffalo  to  Chautau- 
qua, along  the  sandy  beach  of  the  lake, 

come  to  an  end,  and  the  terrors  of  the 

"Cattaraugus  Swamp"  and  the  horrors 
of  the  "Four  Mile  Wood"  that  had  for 
half  a  century  afflicted  the  traveler,  van- 
islied. 

The  Buffalo  and  State  Line  Rail- 
road was  in  a  great  measure  originated 

1)y  the  people  of  Fredonia,  and  a  large 
portion  of  its  stock  subscribed  by  them, 
and  was  at  first  located  through  that 
village  and  considerable  grading  was 
done  on  that  route,  1)ut  in  April  of  this 

year  it  was  decided  by  the  directors  to 
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build  the  road  by  the  way  of  Dunkirk. 
Bv  subsequent  consoHdations  of  the 

various  roads  between  Buffalo  and  Chi- 
cagor  it  became  a  part  of  the  Lake 

Shore  and  Michig-an  Southern  Rail- 
way. P>om  the  first  the  business  of 

this  road  was  extraordinary.  It  soon 

outstripped  the  Erie  Road  in  import- 
ance to  Chautauqua  County,  and  it  is 

now,  with  the  Erie  Road,  among  the 

leading  roads  of  America. 

A  principal  route  for  stages,  travel 

and  transportation  of  freight  from  Buf- 
falo, Dunkirk  and  Fredonia  to  James- 

town, Warren  and  the  southeastern 

part  of  the  county,  prior  to  the  build- 
ing of  the  Erie  Road,  had  been  by  the 

highway,  one  branch  leading  through 

the  villages  of  Cassadaga  and  Sinclair- 
ville  and  the  other  through  Stockton 

and  Delanti,  to  Jamestown.  The  as- 
cent of  the  ridge  by  the  Sinclairville 

branch  from  the  north  with  heavily 

loaded  teams  had  always  been  a  labor- 

ious task.  Near  Shumla  was  Scott's 
Hill  at  the  west  border  of  the  town  of 

Arkwright.  At  the  foot  of  this  hill  a 
yoke  of  oxen  was  in  readiness  to  assist 
heavily  loaded  teams  up  the  ascent. 

At  "Walkup  Tavern,"  since  known  as 
the  "Kimball  Stand,"  the  passengers 
were  invited  to  dismount  that  the  stage 
might  the  easier  ascend  another  steep 
incline  a  few  miles  north  of  Jamestown, 
which  bore  the  significant  name  of 

"Walkup  Hill." 
Through  the  enterprise  of  the  people 

of  Stockton  the  Central  Plank  Road 

was  built  from  Dunkirk  through  Fre- 
donia, Stockton  and  Delanti  to  the 

Kimball  Stand  in  the  town  of  Ellicott 

near  its  north  line,  where  it  met  anoth- 
er plank  road  which  extended  partly 

around  "Walkup  Hill"  to  Jamestown. 
The  Central  Plank  Road  was  twenty- 
two  or  twenty-three  miles  long.  An- 

other plank  road  was  built  from  James- 
town to  Frewsburg. 

In  1852  the  Fredonia  and  Sinclair- 
ville Plank  Road  was  built  from  Fre- 

donia through  Cassadaga  and  Sinclair- 
ville to  the  Kimball  Stand.  It  was 

twenty-twO'  miles  in  length.  North  of 
Cassadaga  it  extended  for  three  miles 
through  an  unbroken  forest. 

A  plank  road  was  organized  with 
Rodney  B.  Smith  as  president,  to  be 
constructed  from  Smith  Mills  south  to 

Jamestown.  The  road  was  built  through 
the  towns  of  Hanover,  Villenova  and 

Cherry  Creek,  by  the  way  of  Balcoms 
and  the  village  of  Cherry  Creek,  to  the 
north  line  of  the  town  of  Ellington, 
and  no  further.  It  was  completed  to 

that  point  in  1852.  The  hemlock  plank 
for  this  road  was  manufactured  and 

delivered  along  the  line  of  the  road  for 
five  dollars  a  thousand. 

There  were  now  over  one  hundred 

miles  of  plank  road  in  the  county. 
These  were  excellent  roads  at  first. 

They  were  smooth  and  firm.  Heavy 
loads  could  be  carried  over  them  very 

rapidly.  Such  increased  facilities  for 

transportation  and  travel  greatly  pro- 
moted the  prosperity  of  the  county. 

January  2,  1852,  a  fire  occurred  in 
Jamestown  sweeping  away  almost  every 
building  on  the  east  side  of  Main 
Street  between  Second  and  Third 

Streets,  including  the  old  Allen  House 
Tavern.  In  1837  ̂   destructive  fire  had 
swept  the  same  locality  and  was  the 
work  of  an  incendiary.  Mansfield  and 
William  W.  Compton,  who  occupied 

as  a  fancy  dry  goods  store  the  building 
whence  the  fire  in  1852  originated,  were 

suspected  of  setting  this  fire  for  the  in- 
surance money.  Augustus  F.  and  Das- 

cum  Allen,  his  brother,  who  were  the 

principal  sufferers  in  the  fire,  vigorous- 
ly prosecuted  the  Comptons.  They 

were  tried  at  the  May  Term  in  the 
following  year.  The  trial  lasted  eight 

days  and  excited  great  interest.  Madi- 
son Burnell  assisted  Daniel  Sherman, 

the  District  Attorney,  with  great  abli- 
ity.  Joshua  A.  Spencer  of  Utica,  one 
of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  state,  Abner 
Hazeltine  and  John  F.  Smith  attended 
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to  the  defense.  The  Comptons  gave 
evidence  to  prove  that  they  were  six 
miles  away  at  Frewsburg  attending  a 
dance  during  the  fire.  Although  the 
evidence  was  circumstantial,  Mansfield 

Compton  was  found  guilty  of  arson 
in  the  third  degree  and  sentenced  to 
state  prison  for  eight  years.  William 
W.  Compton  was  found  not  guilty. 
Mansfield  was  pardoned  the  next  year 
by  Governor  Seymour  upon  the  ground 
that  the  evidence  was  too  weak  to  es- 

tablish his  guilt.  This  circumstance 
afterwards  gave  the  case  a  political 
importance. 
A  distressing  catastrophe  occurred 

on  Cassadaga  Lake  September  2  of  this 

year,  the  sad  memories  of  which  re- 
main with  the  people  of  .Stockton  to 

this  day.  A  party  of  forty  young  men 
and  women  set  out  from  Delanti  for  a 

picnic  upon  the  "Island"  as  it  was  called 
— a  favorite  pleasure  resort  at  that  time. 
To  reach  it  they  had  to  cross  the  lake. 
Warren  Wilcox  took  four  of  their 

^number  into  his  boat  Which  proved 
leaky  and  sunk,  leaving  all  of  his  party 
in  the  lake.  But  Mr.  Wilcox  by  his 
courage  and  self  possession  saved 
them  all.  When  this  accident  occurred 

those  in  a  larger  boat  or  scow  man- 
aged by  Jarvis  Wilcox,  having  twenty 

young  people  aboard,  being  but  a  little 
distance  away,  witnessed  the  accident. 

The  young  people  on  this  boat  sprang 
to  their  feet  in  alarm  ;  this  action  tipped 

the  scow,  which  precipitated  all  on 

board  into  the  lake.  A  fearful  strug- 
gle for  life  ensued.  J.  W.  Warren  and 

Delevan  G.  Morgan,  who  v/ere  of  this 

party,  rendered  efficient  service  in  sav- 
ing the  lives  of  several.  Seven  intelli- 

gent and  excellent  younp-  ladies,  daugh- 
ters of  prominent  citizens,  were  drown- 

ed, all  between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and 

twenty-seven ;  their  names  were  Lucy 
Lazell,  Celia  Lazell,  Alice  J.  Wilkins. 

Mary  A.  Harrison,  daughter  of  Dr.  G, 

S.  Harrison,  Charlotte  Moore,  Eliza- 
beth M.  Goodrich  and  Philena  Saddler. 

Jarvis  Wilcox,  the  boatman,  was  also 
drowned  after  saving  several  of  the 
passengers  while  attempting  to  save 
others.  Philip  Phillips,  afterwards 
widely  known  and  celebrated  as  the 

"Pilgrim  Singer,"  was  among  the saved. 

A  great  concourse  of  people  was  as- 
sembled at  the  funeral  which  was  held 

at  Delanti.  Eight  bodies  of  the 
drowned  were  present,  each  with  its 
circle  of  relatives  and  near  friends. 

Six  were  buried  in  one  grave,  over 
which  was  erected  a  monument  with  an 

appropriate  inscription  commemorating 
the  sad  event. 

More  than  half  a  century  had  elapsed 
since  a  new  town  had  been  added  tc 

the  list.  Sherman  was  the  last.  Po- 

land was  formed  from  Ellicott  April  9. 

1832,  and  eight  days  later  the  town  of 
Sherman  was  formed  from  Mina. 

Kiantone  was  now  (November  16,  1853,) 

formed  from  the  town  of  Carroll.  Kian- 
tone perpetuates  the  name  of  the  little 

Indian  village  that  stood  on  the  banks 
of  the  Kiantone  Creek,  within  the  limits 

of  the  town,  when  the  first  surveys  were 
made.  Kiantone  is  associated  with 

several  names  of  aboriginal  derivation. 
The  Conewango  Creek,  which  forms 

the  greater  part  of  its  eastern  bound- 
ary, bears  an  Indian  name,  Stillwater, 

the  principal  stream  in  the  north  part 
of  the  town,  was  once  known  as  the 

Ga-won-ge-dock,  while  the  large  stream 
in  the  south  part  l^ears  the  Indian 
name  given  to  the  town. 

Kiantone  was  one  of  the  earliest 

seats  of  Spiritualism.  The  year  that  it 
was  organized  as  a  town,  and  but  four 

years  after  the  "Rochester  knockings" 
were  developed,  a  famous  spring  was 
revealed,  it  is  said,  to  ()liver  G.  Chase 
and  Mr.  Brittingham,  two  prominent 
and  earlv  Spiritualists,  not  far  from  the 
site  of  this  ancient  Indian  village.  This 

spring  was  situated  about  one  and  one- 
half  miles  above  the  residence  of  A.  T. 

Prendergast  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
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Kiantone  Creek,  at  the  foot  of  a  high 

l)hiff  and  at  the  edge  of  the  forest.  It 

seemed  to  have  two  sources  forty  feet 

1)eneath   the    surface,    and    but  eight 

inches  apart.   One  of  the  fountains  dis- 

charged turbid,  and  the  other  transpar- 
ent waters ;  both  were  decidedly  me- 

dicinal.    One  was  charged  with  sul- 
])huric  acid  and  iron  and  the  other  with 

magnesia,  soda  and  iodine.  Modern 

Spiritualism  was  then  at  its  very  begin- 

ning.    The   dedication   of  this  spring- 
was  one  of  its  early  demonstrations. 

At  this  meeting  which  was  held  April 

15,  1853,  many  Spiritualists  were  in  at- 
tendance.    A  marvelous  history  was 

attributed  to  the  spring.    It  was  said 

that  it  was  known  to  Celts  one  thous- 

and years  before,  and  that  a  knowledge 

of  its  existence  had  been  for  a  long- 
time lost.    It  was  resolved  that  now  a 

city  should  1)e  built  around  it,  to  be 
called    Harmonia ;    that     its  houses 

should  be  circular,  lighted  1)y  the  sun 
and  painted  blue.    The  doings  at  the 

spring,    particularly    the    receiving  of 

communications  from  the  spirits  of  de- 
ceased persons  were  long  a  subject  of 

criticism   and  ridicule.     A   poem  ap- 
peared in  the  papers  at  that  time,  the 

])roduction,  it  may  be  assumed,  of  some 
sour  critic,  purporting  to  have  been 
indited  by  someone  in  the  sixth  circle, 

penned,  it  was  said,  with  an  angelic 
quill  dipped  in  ink  of  ichor  and  written 

on  satin  paper  so  subtle  as  to  be  in- 
visible except  to  the  ken  of  a  spiritual- 

istic medium.     Its  peculiar  style  and 
rythm    seem   to    suggest   that   it  was 
written    by    Lord    Byron.     We  have 
room  for  only  a  few  stanzas  of  these 
verses  : 

"In  ages  past — it  might  be  eight  or  len — 
(Alas,  how  swift  the  stream  of  life  has 

flown! ) 

There  dwelt   (just  wait  until  I  mend  my 
pen) 

Here  in  the  valley  of  the  Kiantone, 
With  beards  unshorn,  a  happy  race  of  men. 

This   people  dwelt  in  tents,   built  on  the 

ground And   vaulted   like  the  sky,   and  painted 
blue; 

The  plan  of  every  one  of  course  was  round. 
Since  each  was  such  a  plan  as  nature drew. 

And  clambering  o'er  these  tents  green  ten- 
drils grew. 

And  owers  of  rarest  beauty  did  abound 
In  clustering  wreaths  they  grew  like  the eryngo, 

And  the  people  taked  there  in  the  Celtic lingo. 

Since  then  a  thousand  years  have  come  and flown. 

And  empires  have  arisen  and  decayed. 
Monarchs   that   were   are   now   no  longer known; 

Into     iorgetfulness    their    names  have strayed; 

And  the  sweet  valley  of  the  Kiantone 
Slept  like   those   monarchs   in  oblivious 

shade — \nd  thus  might  still  have  slept  for  many 

years Had  not  a  spirit  whispered  in  the  ears 
Of  a  fair  dame  and  to  her  duly  stated 
What  I  have  told  in  honest  verse. 

Twenty-five  years  later,  when  Spir- 
itualism was  better  understood,  it  was 

established  under  more  favorable  aus- 

pices at  Lily  Dale  on  Cassadaga  Lake 
which  thereafter  and  during  many 

years  was  one  of  the  most  important 
assemblage  grounds  of  SpirituaHsm  in 
the  United  States,  some  account  of 

which  will  be  given  in  subsequent 

pages. Chautauqua  Comity  has  contributed 
its  full  share  to  the  idiosyncrasies  of  the 
times  and  seems  to  have  been  a  point 

whence  many  unique  and  independent 
movements,  good,  bad  and  indifferent, 
have  had  a  start.  Many  of  the  early 
converts  to  Mormonism  were  from 

Chautauqua  County  and  several  of  its 

most  famous  leaders  were  familiar  per- 
sonages to  its  people  in  the  early  years 

of  the  Latter  Day  Saints.  Among  them 
was  Sidney  Rigdon.  He  was  born  in 

Allegany  County  and  in  early  life  was 
a  Baptist  minister.    He  is  l^elieved  to 
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have  surreptitiously  ol)taine(l  at  the 

printing-  office  at  Pittsburg  the  manu- 

script written  by  Solomon  Spaulding-, 
called  the  "Book  of  Mormon"  which 
Spaulding  is  said  to  have  intended  to 

publish  merely  as  a  hist(u-ical  romance 
purporting  to  account  for  the  peopling 

of  America  by  the  Indians.  This  man- 
uscript, after  it  had  been  furnished  to 

hihi  by  Rigdon,  Joseph  Smith  claimed 

to  have  read  through  a  pair  of  magic 

spectacles  1)ehind  a  screen  or  blanket 

to  his  amanuensis  Oliver  Cowdery  in 

the  presence  of  David  Whitman  and 

Martin  Harris  ("The  three  witnesses") 
pretending  it  to  be  a  translation  of  the 

hieroglyphics  engraved  upon  the  plates 
that  Smith  claimed  were  dug  out  of  a 

hill  in  Ontario  County,  New  York. 

Thereafter  Rigdon  a1)ly  preached  the 

Mormon  faith  and  was  closely  connect- 
ed with  Smith  in  his  enterprises  and 

adventures  and  suffered  with  him  in 

the  persecutions  growing  out  of  their 
championing  Mormonism.  Jamestown 
was  a  gathering  place  for  Mormons  for 
a  while  in  1833.  Rigdon  was  there,  a 
chief  among  them.  It  is  estimated  that 
at  one  time  from  one  hundred  to  three 

hundred  Mormons  were  there.  They 
occupied  houses  on  Third  Street  west 

of  Jefferson  and  held  frequent  meet- 

'ings  usually  in  the  street  near  their 
dwelHngs.  In  1834  they  left  James- 

town, having  made  but  few  converts 

there.  Brigham  Young  having  super- 
ceded Rigdon  the  latter  was  contuma- 
cious and  he  refused  to  sul^mit  to 

Young's  authority.  Finally  Rigdon 
returned  to  the  place  of  his  1)irth  in  Al- 

legany, N.  Y.,  where  he  died,  declar- 
ing himself  to  be  firm  in  the  belief  of 

the  doctrines  and  truthfulness  of  the 

"Book  of  Mormon." 

During  the  early  years  of  Mormon- 
ism in  many  towns  of  the  county  were 

gathered  converts  to  the  faith,  who 

eventually    journeyed    westward  and 

joined  Joseph  Smith  at  Nauvoo.  Oscar 
Johnson  relates  that : 

"In  1834  there  were  in  Laona  and 
vicinity  about  thirty  Mormons.  Dr. 
Thomas  D.  Mann  was  practicing  there 
as  a  physician.  A  Mormon  elder  was 
sick  unto  death  and  the  doctor  took 
his  three  students  with  him  on  one  of 
his  visits.  The  elder  said  that  he  should 

die,  but  should  arise  from  the  grave  the 

third  day.  One  of  the  students  whis- 

pered to  the  other,  "We  will  see  that 

he  does."  Unfortunately  some  of  the 
Mormons  overheard  this,  and  on  the 

third  night  they  assembled  in  force  to 
watch,  and  when  the  boys  had  the  body 
partly  removed  from  the  grave  they 
rushed  upon  them  and  succeeded  in 
capturing  one  of  the  number.  This 
year  the  Mormons  removed,  almost  in 

a  1)ody,  to  Ohio,  1)ut  they  left  one  of 
their  num1)er  as  a  witness  to  convict 

the  young  student.  The  one  left  had 

the  habit  of  drinking,  and,  by  a  con- 
certed effort  and  free  whiskey,  was  in 

a  ])rc found  slumber  when  the  case  was 
called  for  trial.  No  one  appearing,  the 
case  was  dismissed.  It  is  to  be  doubt- 

ed whether  the  prisoner  could  have 
been  convicted  for  his  efforts  to  verify 
the  predictions  of  a  dying  saint.  The 
accused  was  Dr.  George  S.  Harrison, 
who  for  more  than  fifty  years  was  one 

of  the  most  influential  citizens  and  ab- 
lest physicians  in  Chautauqua  County. 

It  is  believed  that  the  same  trio  of  med- 
ical students  prepared  themselves  for 

their  duties  by  a  close  ol)servation  of 
the  bones  and  muscles  of  Joseph 

Damon,  the  murderer." 
Orson  Pratt,  one  of  the  twelve  Mor- 

mon apostles  and  a  very  prominent  and 

learned  member  of  the  sect,  distin- 

guished also  for  his  knowledge  of  math- 
ematics and  for  his  scientific  ability, 

was  once  identified  with  the  county. 

James  D.  Strang  was  another  fam- 
ous Mormon.  He  resided  in  Ellington, 

was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Chautauqua 

County    in    October,    1836;  practiced 
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law  in  Ellington  where  he  was  post- 
master for  a  time.  He  joined  the  Mor- 
mons and  became  a  leader  among 

them.  When  the  Mormons  were  driven 

from  Nauvoo  in  1845  they  were  divided 

into  three  factions :  The  "Twelvites" 

who  emigrated  to  Utah,  the  "Rigdon- 
ites"  who  followed  Sidney  Rigdon,  and 

the  "Strangites"  who  followed  James 
D.  Strang.  When  Joe  Smith  was 

killed,  Strang  claimed  to  have  a  revela- 

tion from  God  api^ointing  him  his  suc- 
cessor. Strang  and  his  followers  made 

Beaver  Island  in  Lake  Michigan  their 

headquarters.  After  awhile  an  organ- 
ized force  of  fishermen  and  others  at- 

tacked them  and  the  Mormons  were 

driven  from  the  island.  Strang  receiv- 
ed wounds  from  which  he  died  soon 

after  at  the  Mormon  village  of  Voree 
in  Wisconsin. 

The  scene  of  Button's  Inn,  written 

by  Judge  Albion  W.  Tourgee,  is  locat- 
ed in  Chautauqua  County  near  the 

brow  of  the  hills  south  of  Westfield  on 

the  Main  Road  to  Mayville.  The  story 

is  partly  based  upon  the  existence  of 
Mormonism  in  our  county  and  the  fact 
that  some  of  the  Mormon  leaders  went 
out  from  it. 

By  the  state  census  of  1855,  the  pop- 
ulation of  the  county  was  50,506,  a 

gain  of  but  thirteen  inhabitants  in  five 
years.  The  population  of  the  villages 
was  as  follows :  Dunkirk  4'754- 

Jamestown  2,625,  Fredonia  2,076, 

Westfield  1,433,  Silver  Creek  652,  For- 
estville  540,  Mayville  501,  Panama  500. 
Ellington  487,  Sinclairville  450,  Laona 
406,  Sherman  40T,  Frewsburg  400. 

Quincy  289,  Dexterville  270,  Salem 
258,  Ashville  247,  Centerville  233,  Bnsti 
Corners  201,  Delanti  t8o,  Barcelona 

169,  Cordova  154,  Dewittville  133,  Cas- 
sadaga  131,  Blockville  118,  Clymer  110. 

and  Fentonville  100.  Twenty-seven  vil- 
lages, large  and  small.  Although  the 

boundaries  of  most  of  them  were  not 

established  by  corporate  lines,  the  cen- 
sus figures  given  fairly  represent  their 

population  within  their  reasonable  lim- 
its. It  is  interesting  to  note  the  size 

of  the  villages  forty-seven  years  ago 
(nearly  half  a  century)  and  the  relative 
growth  of  each  since  then.  It  will  be 
observed  that  some  since  then  have 

nearly  gone  out  of  existence,  while  the 

villages  of  Falconer,  Lakewood,  Celor- 

on.  Cherry  Creek,  I)rocton,  Chautau- 
(|ua.  Point  Chautauqua  and  Bemus 
Point  are  not  in  the  list,  the  greater 

number  of  them  then  having  no  exis- 
tence. It  is  also  interesting  to  know 

that  nearly  eighteen  thousand  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  county  in  1855  lived 

in  these  twenty-seven  villages,  while 
the  population  of  the  county  outside  of 
their  limits  remained  nearlv  the  same 

as  it  was  twenty-five  years  before,  the 
villages  having  increased  nearly  four 

fold.^ 

It  is  interesting  and  may  be  hereafter 
useful  to  mark  not  only  the  changes  in 

the  population  of  our  county,  but  to 
note  also  the  conditions  of  our  climate 
as  it  has  been  from  time  to  time.  The 

winter  of  1855  and  1856  was  of  great 

severity.  Commencing  about  Christ- 
mas the  cold  continued  for  one  hundred 

days  with  scarcely  a  thaw.  The  snow 

fell  more  or  less  each  day.  The  rail- 
roads were  often  blocked  with  snow 

and  the  trains  at  times  ceased  to  run. 

The  mail  route  between  Jamestown 
and  Dunkirk  was  filled  with  drifts,  and 

for  a  week,  as  late  as  in  March,  no  New 
York  or  BufTalo  mails  were  received 

at  Jamestown.  When  the  blockade  was 
broken  fifteen  mail  bags  were  received 

within  forty-eight  hours  at  the  village 

postof^ice. 
The  followino-  are  the  thermometer 

records  from  the  diary  of  an  old  resi- 
dent of  the  county.  The  figures  given 

all  mean  below  zero:  January  7,  1856. 

2  below  ;  8th,  8  ;  9th,  22  ;  26th,  23  ;  Feb- 
ruary 3rd,  24;  6th,  14;  1 2th,  17;  13th. 

22;  14th,  28;  19th,  25;  March  7th,  2; 
gth,  14;  loth,  24;  I2th,  6;  13th,  5;  30th, 

4;  April  1st,  zero.    Apple,  peach  and 
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])lumb  trees  were  so  injured  by  the  cold 
that  many  died. 

The  County  of  Chautauqua  was  always 

one  of  the  largest  producers  of  maple 
sugar  among  sections  of  a  like  area  in 
the  United  States.  Maple  trees  were 

al)undant  in  every  town  of  the  county. 

In  many  of  the  towns  the  maple  exceed- 
ed in  number  every  other  kind  of  tree. 

According  to  the  census  of  1850,  767,653 

pounds  of  maple  sugar  were  made. 
Harmony  produced  the  most,  87,422. 

Charlotte  was  by  far  the  greatest  pro- 
ducer according  to  its  area.  That  year 

it  produced  69,195  pounds.  Busti  came 

next  with  60,350,  Stockton  55,685,  Ville- 
nova  49,216.  Sheridan  produced  the 
least,  2,400.  In  1857  the  maple  sugar 
production  in  the  county  was  greater 
than  in  any  previous  year.  Over  a 
million  pounds  were  made. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  May  22,  1859. 
Cornelius  Lynch,  a  farm  hand  in  the 
employ  of  James  Battles,  a  substantial 
farmer  of  the  town  of  Charlotte,  was 

found  in  the  barn  of  Mr.  Battles  bleed- 
ing and  insensible  and  so  badly  injured 

by  wounds  upon  his  face  and  head  that 

he  died  during  the  day  without  recov- 
ering consciousness.     Martin  Battles, 

the  son  of  James  Battles,  was  arrested 
for  the  killing  of  Lynch  and  was  tried 

at  the  June  Court  the  next  year.  Bat- 
tles  was   ably   defended   by  Madison 

Burnell,  Austin  Smith  and  James  A. 

Allen.    John  F.  Smith,  the  District  At- 
torney,  represented    the    people.  He 

made  a  very  able  plea  that  occupied 

eight  hours  in  the  delivery.    The  plea 

of  Mr.  Burnell  in  defense  of  the  prison- 
er was  a  powerful  effort.    This  was  the 

last  important  case  that  Mr.  Burnell 

tried.    The  jury,  however,  brought  in 
a  verdict  of  guilty.    The  sentence  of 
Judge  Richard  P.  Marvin,  the  Judge 
who  presided  during  the  trial,  was  that 

the  prisoner  should  be  confined  in  pris- 
on for  one  year,  and  then  executed  on 

the  warrant  of  the  governor.    This  was 

in  accordance  with  the  statutes  as  they 
then  existed.  The  defendant  l)y  his 
attorney  James  A.  Allen  ap])ealed  the 
case  to  the  general  term,  and  the  ver- 

dict was  set  aside  upon  the  ground  that 
the  law  was  unconstitutional. 

The  year  1859  is  also  memorable  for 

the  o-reat  June  frost,  the  memory  of 
which  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the 
older  residents  of  the  county.    A  more 
flattering   and    propitious    s])ring  had 
seldom  l)een  known.    June  3r(l  the  air 
became  cold  and  chilly,  rain  ])revailed. 
which  changed  to  snow  the  next  morn- 

ing.   Towards  night  the  cold  increased 
until  the  thermometer  fell  to  the  freez- 

ing point.    A  cold  easterly  wind  blow- 
ing in  a  clear  sky  soon  caused  freezing 

weather.     The  ice  froze  from  one-half 

to  one  inch  thick.    The  ground  was  froz- 
en to  a  corresponding  depth.    Just  a 

week  later,  June  nth,  occurred  a  frost 
even  more  severe  than  that  of  June 
4th.    All  of  the  grass,  fruit,  corn,  win- 

ter grain  and  other  crops  were  killed. 
The  farmers  cut  the  grass  in  a  vain  at- 

tempt to  save  it.    The  leaves  upon  the 
maple,  the  ash,  and  all  the  nut  bearing 
trees  were  killed,  and  hung  withering 

upon  the  branches,  and  in  a  few  days 
later  all  the  foliage  was  yellow.  The 

trees  appeared  as  if  scorched  by  fire. 

Nature  presented  a  most  desolate  ap- 
pearance which  continued  through  much 

of  the  summer.     Even  the  shrubbery 

and  young  saplings  were  killed,  and  the 

dead  and  discolored  grains  in  man)'  of 
the  young  trees  marking  the  year  in 
which  the  frost  occurred,  may  still  be 

observed  in  growing  timber.    The  ter- 
ritory that  suffered  by  this  calamity  ex- 

tended as  far  west  as  the  middle  of 

Ohio,  north  into  Canada,  south  to  Pitts- 
burg, and  nearly  to  Cincinnati. 

Cp  to  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
.Supervisors  in  the  fall  of  1859,  the 
name  of  the  county  had  l)een  spelled 

Chautauque.  This  spelling  it  was  be- 
lieved was  not  in  accordance  with  its 
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pronunciation  by  the  aborigines.  Up- 
on the  petition  of  Hon.  E.  T.  Foote 

and  others  a  resohition  was  adopted  by 
the  Board  on  the  nth  of  October,  1859, 
directing  its  clerk  in  all  records  and 
correspondence  to  spell  the  name  of  the 
county  Chautauqua.  The  resolution 
directed  the  county  clerk  to  change  the 
seal  accordingly. 

August  26th,  1859,  Col.  £.  L.  Drake 
sunk  the  first  oil  well  at  Titusville,  Pa., 

ion,  consequently  the  excitement  there 
became  intense. 

Chautauqua  County  was  so  near  the 

oil  fields,  and  was  in  after  years  so  in- 

timately connected  with  the  oil  indus- 
tries, its  history  will  not  be  complete 

without  some  account  of  the  early  de- 
velopment of  oil  mining,  (i) 

Prior  to  the  development  of  oil, 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania  had  been 

a  thinly  settled,  unattractive  region,  in 

FIRST  OIL  WELL,  DRILLED  1851 

and  at  a  depth  of  seventy-one  feet 
struck  oil.  His  success  produced  start- 

ling results.  Great  excitement  followed 

throughout  the  country.  Chautauqua 

County  was  contiguous  to  the  oil  reg- 

the  most  retired  part  of  the  state.  It 
was  hilly  and  even  mountainous,  and 
for  the  most  part  unfitted  for  profitable 

agriculture.  It  was  covered  with  a  for- 
est of  pine  and  hemlocks.    As  the  Alle- 

(1)  The  first  notice  we  have  of  the  oil 
springs  is  contained  in  a  letter  written  by 
the  Franciscan  Missionary,  Joseph  de  la 
Roche  Dallion,  in  1629.  He  gives  the  In- 

dian name  of  the  place,  which  he  explains 
to  mean,  "There  is  plenty  here."  In  view 
of  the  vast  wealth  extracted  from  the  earth 
in  this  region  during  later  years,  the  name 
would  seem  to  have  been  prophetic.  His 

letter  was  printed  in  Sagard's  "Historic  du 

Canada."  Peter  Kalm,  in  his  "Travels  in 
North  America,"  published  in  1772,  refers  to 
the  oil  springs;  and  on  a  map  in  his  book 
their  exact  location  is  given.  Colonel  Brod- 
head  on  his  return  from  the  destruction  of 
the  Indian  towns  of  the  Upper  Allegany  in 
1779,  halted  his  troops  at  an  oil  well  on 
Oil  Creek.  His  troops  collected  some  of 
the  oil  and  bathed  their  joints  with  it. 
They  also  drank  freely  of  the  water  which 
proved  a  gentle  purge.      (See  Chapter  II.) 
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gheny  River  and  its  tributaries  offered 
excellent  facilities  for  the  manufacture 

and  shipping-  of  lumber  to  market,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  region  were  many 
of  them  lumbermen,  and  many  of  the 
remainder  primitive,  illiterate  farmers 
of  German  descent. 

The  discovery  of  such  quantities  of 
oil,  and  such  an  easy  way  of  obtaining 
it,  at  once  gave  an  extraordinary  value 

to  the  land,  in  the  rough  and  unprom- 
ising regions  where  oil  was  supposed 

to  exist,  and  many  of  its  staid  owners 
at  once  became  rich.  Unique  villages 
sprung  up  as  if  by  magic.  The  narrow 

valleys  and  rugged  hillsides  that  bor- 
dered them,  and  even  the  hilltops  bris- 

tled with  derricks,  presenting  a  pic- 
turesque and  curious  sight.  The  whole 

region  was  stirred  with  an  extraordi- 
nary business  activity.  Oil  Creek  from 

Titusville  to  its  mouth,  and  the  borders 

of  the  Allegheny  River  al  Tidioute, 
were  first  occupied  as  oil  territory. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  i860,  hun- 
dreds of  derricks  had  been  erected  and 

five  hundred  thousand  barrels  of  oil 

produced.  Soon  other  oil  fields  were 

found.  Scattered  along  in  a  belt  not 
exceeding  twenty  miles  in  width  were 
pools  or  isolated  oil  fields,  extending 
from  Cattaraugus  County  in  the  State 
of  New  York  southwest  one  hundred 

fifty  miles,  to  the  County  of  Butler  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  From  these 
localities  were  produced  far  more  oil 
and  of  a  better  quality  than  in  all  the 
world  besides.  In  1861  two  million 

one  hundred  thirteen  thousand  six 

hundred  nine  barrels  were  produced. 

In  1881  over  thirty-one  million  barrels 
were  produced.  This  quantity  of  oil 

would  fill  over  three  hundred  sixty-five 
th(Hisand  cars,  making  a  train  two 

thousand  twenty-five  miles  in  length. 

Business  men,  speculators  and  all  con- 
ditions of  people  flocked  to  the  oil 

country  from  all  parts  and  it  became 
the  theater  of  business  transactions 

and  speculations  involving  millions  of 

money.  The  gold  operations  of  Cali- 
fornia when  its  mines  were  vieldino- 

their  greatest  riches,  scarcely  exceeded 
in  magnitude  the  transactions  in  petro- 

leum. So  great  were  the  fluctuations 
in  the  price  of  oil,  as  old  fields  were 
abandoned  and  new  ones  discovered, 

as  to  induce  speculative  transactions  on 
the  largest  scale.  The  aggregate  sales 
of  oil  at  the  Exchange  at  Oil  City, 
Bradford,  Titusville,  Pittsburg  and  New 

York,  some  years  would  average  ten 
million  barrels  dail\\  although  the  ac- 

tual product  of  oil  at  the  wells  was  not 

one  hundredth  part  of  such  numbers. 

Immense  sums  were  exj^ended  in  dril- 
ling wells  that  produced  no  oil.  It  has 

been  said  that  more  money  has  been 

expended  in  drilling,  than  has  been  re- 
ceived from  oil,  immense  as  that  sum 

has  1)een.  Great  sums  were  also  lost 

by  reason  of  wells  and  entire  oil  fields 
becoming  exhausted.  Often  towns  in 
these  abandoned  districts,  that  had 

sprung  up  as  if  by  magic  and  become 
rich,  busy  and  populous,  as  rapidly 

went  to  decay  and  wholly  ceased  to  ex- ist. 

In  December,  1864,  when  oil  was  five 
dollars  a  barrel,  a  well  was  commenced 

upon  a  farm  near  the  Allegheny  River 
between  Oil  City  and  Tidioute,  that  had 
no  other  inhabitants  than  the  farmer 

who  occupied  it  and  his  family.  In 

January,  1865,  ̂ vas  struck  in  a  well 
which  proved  to  be  a  gusher,  yielding 
at  once  six  hundred  fifty  barrels  a  day 

and  subsequently  increasing  its  flow. 
This  was  the  famous  United  States  or 
Frazer  Well.  Soon  oil  was  reached  in 

other  great  wells,  and  for  awhile  in 
1865  the  product  of  all  the  wells  on  this 

farm  was  over  thirty-five  hundred  bar- 

rels per  day.  Intense  excitement  fol- 
lowed and  the  settlement  of  the  famous 

city  of  Pithole  was  begun.  The  town 

had  a  population  of  six  thousand  in- 
habitants in  a  few  months,  and  by  Sep- 

tember of  that  year  twelve  thousand 
to  fifteen  thousand,  and  before  the  close 
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of  the  year,  it  had  l)ecomc  one  of  the 
most  important  business  places  and  oil 
centers  of  the  country.  MiUions  of 

money  changed  hands  daily.  In  three 
months  a  dense  forest  was  transformed 

into  a  most  active  city,  with  all  the 
conveniences  of  an  old  established 

town.  Pithole  was  incorporated  with 
waterworks,  an  efficient  police  and  fire 

department.  It  had  two  theaters  in  full 
operation,  one  of  which  cost  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  four  fine  hotels,  some 

of  them  costing-  forty  thousand  dollars. 
Fifteen  thousand  dollars  was  actually 

paid  for  the  site  of  the  Danforth  House. 
A  Roman  Catholic,  a  Methodist  and 

Presbyterian  Churches  were  built,  two 
railroads  were  completed  and  a  third 

one  was  in  process  of  building.  Bank- 
ers, brokers,  law,  express  and  telegraph 

offices,  restaurants  and  dance  houses 

were  built.  A  postoffice  was  establish- 
lished  where  the  quantity  of  mail  mat- 

ter distributed  was  only  exceeded  by 

that  of  Philadelphia  and  of  Pittsburg,  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  The  place 
had  a  fame  that  for  a  time  carried  the 

name  of  "Pithole"  to  all  parts  of  the 
civilized  world. 

A  year  or  two  later  the  oil  wells  of 

Pithole  began  to  fail,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants to  leave.  A  fire  swe])t  the  town 

and  it  was  not  long  before  it  was  en- 
tirely deserted.  The  town  was  finally 

sold  for  taxes.  A  farmer  bought  what 

remained  of  the  entire  city,  buildings 
and  all,  for  $1200.  Some  years  later 
one  who  visited  its  ruins  relates  that 
he  had  to  let  the  fence  down  in  order 

to  get  into  the  deserted  town.  Not  a 
soul  was  living  there.  Main  Street, 
where  once  millions  of  dollars  daily 
changed  hands,  was  occupied  by  stacks 
of  corn.  The  bell  still  hung  in  the 

steeple  of  one  of  the  dilapidated  church- 
es, and  the  Bible,  neglected  and  mil- 

(2)  One  of  the  founders  of  this  church 
was  a  staunch  Scotish  Presbyterian  who 
had  amassed  great  wealth  at  Pitthole.  He 
went  back  to  his  native  country,  made  his 

dewed,  still  rested  upon  the  pulpit  desk 

(2). A  poplar  tree  twenty  feet  in  height 
was  growing  out  of  the  cellar  of  the 

principal  hotel,  and  calves  were  look- 
ing out  of  the  windows  of  the  postof- 
fice, once  third  in  importance  in  the 

state. 

The  story  of  Pithole,  of  its  wonder- 
ful and  rapid  rise,  of  its  unexampled 

fall,  of  the  amazing  fortunes  that  were 

made  and  lost  there  in  a  single  day,  out- 

strips the  story  of  Alladdin.  The  start- 
ling incidents,  feverish  excitement,  and 

unhealthy  speculation  ;  the  dreams,  dis- 
appointments and  sometimes  the  des- 

pair, of  those  who  sought  their  fortunes 
there,  afford  some  future  genius  ample 

material  for  an  absorbing  and  impres- 
sive tale. 

It  was  May  17,  1882,  when  well  646, 
the  first  sunk  in  the  wilderness  region 
of  Cherry  Grove  township  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  Warren  County. 

Pennsylvania,  struck  oil.  The  first 

day  it  yielded  the  enormous  amount 
of  four  thousand  barrels.  The  woods 

of  Cherry  Grove  were  at  once  full 

of  people.  The  towns  of  Garfield  and 
Farnsworth  sprang  up  nearby,  with 

hotels,  stores,  places  of  amusement,  in- 
cluding a  theater.  In  less  than  six 

months  more  than  a  million  of  dollars 

had  been  expended.  Three  hundred 

twenty-one  producing  wells  had  been 
sunk  in  a  territory  equal  to  one  square 
mile.  As  new  wells  went  down,  the  flow 

of  oil  in  the  old  ones  steadily  decreased. 

Finally  the  oil  business  at  Cherry  Grove 

collapsed,  its  wells  were  abandoned, 
and  it  went  to  decav.  Pithole  and  Cher  - 

ry Grove  are  leading  and  impressive  ex- 
amples of  the  fickle  fortunes  with  which< 

the  oil  speculations  of  Pennsylvania 
were  attended. 

Although  the  citizens  of  Chautauqua 

will  and  gave  a  liberal  legacy  to  this  church, 
but  when  he  died  the  society  had  disbanded 
and  the  church  gone  to  decay. 
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County  were  not  so  greatly  affected  by 
,this  speculative  spirit,  yet  from  the 
time  the  first  well  was  simk  by  Colonel 

Drake,  they  became  deeply  interested 

in  oil  operations.  The  county  by  a  di- 
rect line  was  not  more  than  twenty 

miles  from  either  the  Tidioute  oil  belt, 

or  the  great  Bradford  field ;  so  near  it 

was,  that  Chautauquans  were  constant- 
ly reminded  of  the  great  mines  of  min- 

sisted  greatly  to  develop  the  industry. 

Dr.  I^^rancis  B.  Brewer  became  inter- 
ested in  netroleum  years  before  Colonel 

Drake  put  down  the  first  oil  well,  and 
was  among  the  first  to  direct  attention 
to  its  virtues,  and  to  move  in  an  enter- 

prise to  develop  its  production.  Doctor 
Brewer  afterwards  became  a  distin- 

guished citizen  of  the  county,  repre- 
senting it  and  Cattarau2:us  County  in 

■ 

COLONEL  DRAKE. 

eral  wealth  so  little  distance  from  their 

boundaries,  by  the  light  of  the  burning 
wells  of  gas  and  oil  that  they  nightly 
saw  reflected  upon  the  sky.  They  often 
came  in  communication  with  operators 
and  speculators  whose  minds  were  filled 
with  bright  visions  of  wealth  to  be  made 
in  oil,  and  many  of  our  county  people 
became  in  a  measure  infected  with  k 

mania  for  speculation.  Some  made  for- 
tunes, others  lost  all  they  had.  Among 

those  connected  with  our  county,  and 
successful  in  oil  operations,  were  some 

who  by  their  ability  and  enterprise  as- 

Congress.  Cyrus  D.  Angell,  a  native 
of  Hanover  in  Chautauqua  County, 

in  1867  became  interested  in  and 

had  charge  of  the  Belle  Island  Pe- 
troleum Company  of  which  William 

C.  h^argo  of  Buffalo  was  president. 
Four  years  later  Mr.  Angell  be- 

came the  owner  of  its  stock.  This 

company  was  among  the  most  suc- 
cessful in  the  oil  country.  Among  the 

citizens  of  Chautauaua  County  in  one 

way  or  anotaer  largely  interested  in. 
or  connected  with  this  company,  or  with 
Mr.  Angell  in  the  oil  business,  were  C. 
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R.  Lockwood,  W.  T.  Ijotsford,  Amos 

K.  Warren,  John  R.  Robertson,  Sher- 
man Williams,  William  Leet,  C.  G.  Ma- 
ples, T.  S.  Moss  and  Dr.  Cory. 

Mr.  Angell,  by  his  intelligent  obser- 
vation and  study  of  the  subject,  and  by 

practical  tests  and  surveys,  established 
the  truth  of  the  theory  that  petroleum 
deposits  were  to  be  found  extending  in 
courses,  in  a  fixed  direction  through 

the  oil  country ;  a  knowledge  that 

has  proved  of  recognized  and  prac- 
tical value  to  oil  men.  One  of  the  prin- 

cipal oil  producing  belts  bears  his 

name.  Among  the  citizens  of  Chautau- 

qua County  to  be  named,  who  have  act- 
ed a  prominent  part  in  the  development 

of  the  oil  industry  and  have  been  more 
or  less  successful  in  mining  operations, 
may  be  mentioned  Haskell  L.  Taylor 
who  was  born  in  Stockton.  He  and 

others  organized  the  wellknown  oil 

firm  of  H.  L.  Taylor  &  Co.,  which  be- 
came at  one  time  the  largest  producer 

of  oil  in  the  oil  country.  This  company 
reorganized  as  the  Union  Oil  Company, 
with  Mr.  Taylor  as  its  president,  finally 
sold  out  to  the  Standard  Oil  Company 
for  three  million  dollars. 

Charles  E.  Hequembourg,  who  was 

born  in  Dunkirk  and  was  once  its  mayor 
with  Dr.  J.  T.  Williams,  Mr.  Avery  and 

others  '^f  Dunkirk,  organized  the  Brad- 
ford Oil  and  Gas  Co.  This  company 

developed  a  large  oil  and  gas  interest 
in  McKean  County.  Pennsylvania,  and 

also  in  Allegany  County  in  New  York, 
and  for  a  while  supplied  the  city  of 

Bradford  with  gas  for  fuel  and  illumin- 
ating Durposes.  Frank  M.  Johnson, 

who  was  born  at  Westfield,  became  a 

resident  of  Bradford  and  was  largely 
interested  in  oil  in  that  city,  in  McKean 
County  and  in  the  Ohio  and  Indiana 

(3)  Long-  before  Colonel  Drake  put  down 
the  first  oil  well,  wells  had  been  sunk  by 
his  method.  Mr.  BufRington  in  1814  com- 

menced to  drill  a  well  near  the  shore  of 
Lake  Erie  in  the  Town  of  Portland,  Chau- 

tauqua County,  for  salt  water.      He  perse- 

oil  fields.  J.  W.  and  F.  A.  Griffith,. 
l)oth  born  in  Kiantone,  were  oil  men. 

as  were  E.  M.  Cobb,  born  in  Gerry, 

and  .Frank  A.  Wilbur,  born  in  Flu- 
vanna. 

In  many  towns  of  the  County  of 
Chautauqua,  numerous  wells  have 
been  sunk  in  the  effort  to  discover  oil. 

(^).  But  up  to  this  time  it  has  not  been 
found  in  paying  quantities.  Gas  has. 
however,  in  many  instances  been  ob- 

tained, but  not  often  of  such  a  perman- 
ent character  as  to  be  profitable  for 

use. 

Until  pipe  lines  afforded  better 
means  for  the  conveyance  of  crude  oil 

to  the  refineries,  long  trains  of  petro- 
leum cars,  upou  each  of  which  were 

mounted  great  upright  wooden  cisterns, 
and  later  huge  cylindrical  metal  oil  tanks 

topped  with  low  cuDolas,  were  constant- 

ly passing  over  the  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania and  Ohio  Railroad,  the  Buf- 

falo and  Oil  Creek  Crosscut  Railroad 

connecting  Corry  with  Brocton,  and 
the  Dunkirk,  Allegheny  Valley  and 
Pittsburg  Railroad.  The  last  two 
named,  when  built,  were  intended  for 

oil  roads,  and  both  communicated  di- 
rectly with  the  oil  region,  passing 

through  Chautauqua  County  on  their 
way  to  the  refineries.  Sometimes  it 
would  happen  that  those  long  trains 
would  take  fire.  If  this  happened  in 

the  night-time  the  country  for  miles 
around  would  be  illuminated  by  the 

flames.  Such  an  occurrence  once  hap- 
pened on  the  Dunkirk,  Allegheny  Val- 

ley and  Pittsburg  Railroad  as  a  train 

was  passing  northward  through  Wheel- 
ers Gulf  in  the  town  of  Pomfret. 

We  will  close  our  history  of  the  de- 
velopment of  oil  with  an  account  of  a 

long   remembered  occurrence   of  this 

vered  in  his  attempt  until  he  had  reached 
a  depth  of  642  feet,  when  he  was  compelled 
to  abandon  it  for  want  of  means.  He  was 
engaged  three  years  in  the  enterprise,  and 
is  said  to  have  expended  three  thousand 
dollars. 
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kind,  of  which  Duff  Brown,  a  veteran 

engineer  residing  at  P)rocton,  and  well 

known  for  his  eccentric  and  sterling- 
traits,  was  the  hero.  He  long  had  had 

the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  cool- 
est and  nerviest  engineers  that  had  ever 

run  a  locomotive.  This,  the  most 

thrilling  incident  of  his  life,  occurred  on 

the  Buffalo,  Corry  and  Pittsburg  Rail- 
road, August  19,  1869: 

A  train  consisting  of  an  engine,  a  box 

car  containing  two  valuable  horses  own- 
ed by  Hon.Loren  Sessions  of  Harmony, 

on  their  way  to  Cleveland,  six  old-fash- 
ioned oil  cars,  each  mounted  with  two 

great  upright  wooden  oil  cisterns,  fol- 
lowed by  two  passenger  cars,  with 

thirty  or  forty  passengers,  was  about  to 
leave  Prospect  Station  to  descend  the 
steep  incline  to  Brocton  at  the  junction 
of  the  Lake  vShore  road.  It  was  about 

9  o'clock  in  the  evening  when  a  brake- 
man  dropped  his  lamp  and  set  fire  to 
the  oil  dripoing  from  the  wooden  tanks, 
which  immediately  communicated  to 
the  oil  train.  The  brakeman  had  the 

presence  of  mind  to  promptly  uncouple 
them  from  the  passenger  cars  and  also 
from  the  locomotive  and  box  cars,  but 

the  brakes  were  not  pnt  down  upon  the 
oil  cars,  so  that  when  the  locomotive 

moved  forward  to  get  away  from  the 
flames,  they  followed  with  increasing 
speed  as  they  descended  the  grade.  The 

road  passed  along  the  base  of  the  high- 
lands for  seven  miles  to  make  a  dis- 
tance of  five  in  a  straight  line,  with  a 

descending  grade  of  nearly  eighty  feet 

to  the  mile.  Duff  Brown  was  the  engi- 
neer. He  threw  the  throttle  wide  open, 

and  came  down  the  road  so  fast  that 

his  engine  could  not  pump,  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  thrown  from  the  track 
and  hurled  down  the  hillside.  Faster 

than  the  engine  had  ever  run  before  it 
darted  over  a  trestle  sixty  feet  high 
and  ten  rods  long ;  through  cuts  and 
around  curves  with  the  blazing  cars 
close  behind,  at  times  crashing  into  the 

box  car,  abru])tly  forcing  the  locomo- 
tive forward  at  a  fearful  rate. 

The  sky  was  overcast  and  the  night 

was  dark.  The  burning  oil  train  il- 
luminated the  whole  country  around,  as 

it  curved  in  and  out,  now  blazing  forth 
from  some  railroad  cut,  or  from  behind 

some  patch  of  woods,  with  flames 
streaming  back  and  upwards  to  a  height 
of  sixty  or  one  hundred  feet.  To  the 

peoole  who  lived  below  the  road  it  ap- 
peared as  if  a  fierv  meteor  was  descend- 

ing from  the  heavens  and  along  the 
hillside  to  the  earth.  The  light  was 
seen  for  a  long  distance.  From  the  hills 
of  Charlotte  and  Gerry,  fifteen  miles 

away,  it  appeared  as  if  some  great  con- 
flagration were  moving  northward 

along  the  western  horizon — an  inexplic- 
able mystery  to  those  who  saw  it  from 

so  far. 

The  brave  old  engine  seemed  to 
know  that  it  was  a  race  for  life,  and 
worked  as  if  it  were  alive,  keeping  its 
balance  as  it  ran,  first  on  the  wheels  of 

one  side,  and  then  on  the  wheels  of  the 
other,  over  the  reverse  curves  that 

wound  along  the  hillside. 

As  the  flying  train  neared  the  great 
curve  southeast  of  Brocton  the  anxiety 

of  the  engineer  and  the  fireman,  whose 

name  was  Edward  Boschee,  now  be- 
came intense.  The  fireman  attempted 

to  leap  from  the  locomotive,  but  Duff, 
with  one  hand  on  the  lever  and  the 

other  upon  his  collar,  pulled  him  back, 
shouting  in  his  ear  so  that  he  might  be 
heard  above  the  roar,  that  if  he  left  the 
locomotive  then  he  would  be  a  dead 

man,  adding,  "If  we  are  going  to  our 

death,  let  us  go  together.""  As  they 
came  to  the  dangerous  curve  they  bade 

each  other  good-l)ye ;  but  the  engine, 
frightfully  pitching  and  swaying,  surged 
safely  around  the  curve.  Two  of  the 
oil  cars,  however,  were  thrown  from 
the  track,  terrifically  exploding  as  they 
struck  the  earth.  The  flames  from  the 

burning  wreck,  mingled  w^ith  a  vast 
black  cloud  of  smoke,,  shot  into  the  air 
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a  hundred  feet,  Ht^htini;-  the  heavens 
with  a  hirid  giare. 

As  the  locomotive  approached  Broc- 
ton,  closely  followed  by  the  remainder 
of  the  burnine  cars,  another  danger 
threatened  it.  The  Cincinnati  Express 
would  be  due  on  its  arrival  there.  A 

westbound  Lake  Shore  freight  train 

was  running-  to  pass  the  junction  of  the 
roads  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  ex- 

press. Duff  saw  the  danger  and  asked 
his    brave    little    fireman    what  they 

track  like  a  rocket.  The  engineer  of 
the  Cincinnati  Express  could  plainly  see 

Duff's  engine  coming  tearing  down  the 
mountain  side,  closely  pursued  by  the 

burning  oil  cars,  with  500  feet  of  flame 

streaming  behind  as  if  some  fiery  de- 
mon of  destruction,  fresh  from  the  fires 

of  hell,  were  chasing  him.  He  whistled 
for  the  brakes  and  got  the  train  stopped 

not  ten  feet  from  the  switch.  The  mo- 
mentum that  the  runaway  cars  had 

gained  coming   down,   was   at  length 

TOMB  OF  COLONEL  DRAKE  AT  TITUSVILLE  PA. 

should  do.  He  promptly  replied : 

"Whistle  for  the  switch."  To  notify 
the  railroad  agent  at  Brocton  of  his 
coming.  Duff  ooened  wide  his  steam 
whistle  in  one  continuous,  piercing 
shriek.  It  seemed  as  if  the  old  engine, 
knowing  the  danger,  opened  its  brazen 
throat  in  a  wild,  half-human  scream  of 

terror  and  despair.  The  peril  was  un- 
derstood and  the  switch  on  the  Lake 

Shore  Road  was  promptly  opened. 

Fortunately  the  freight  train  had  gain- 

ed the  siding  when  Duff's  locomotive, 
with  a  wild,  unearthly  yell,  tore  past  the 
depot  and  shot  out  on  the  Lake  Shore 

overcome  by  the  ascending  grade  of 

the  Lake  Shore  Road,  and  they  grad- 
ually came  to  a  stop  about  a  mile  from 

the  junction,  where  they  continued  to 

burn  for  hours.  Duff's  engine  and  the 
box  car  stopped  at  least  two  miles  up 
the  Lake  Shore  tracks,  twelve  minutes 

after  they  had  left  Prospect,  having 
made  sixteen  miles  at  the  rate  of  eighty 
miles  an  hour.  The  two  horses  were 

ruined,  and  the  two  horsemen  were  un- 
conscious in  the  box  car  at  the  end  of 

the  race.  The  roar  of  the  train,  the 

burning  of  the  oil,  the  concussion  of 

the  cars,  the  explosion  and  conflagra- 
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tion  of  the  tanks,  the  stream  of  flame 

from  Prospect  down,  the  unearthly 
scream  of  the  whistle,  the  clanger  that 
threatened  human  life,  all  occurring 

within  so  short  a  time,  deeply  im- 
pressed those  who  witnessed  the  scene, 

and  Duff  Brown's  race  for  life  was  long- 
remembered  by  those  who  were  there 
to  see. 

In  i860,  occurred  an  event  that  was 

of  more  substantial  and  ])ermanent 

value  to  Chautauqua  County  than  the 

discoverv  and  development  of  oil  in 

Northwestern  Pennsylvania.  That  year 

the  Atlantic  and  Great  Western  Rail- 

way was  completed  through  the  south- 
ern towns.  For  nine  years  the  lake 

towns  of  the  county  had  enjoyed  all  the 

advantages  of  exceptional  railroad  fa- 
cilities, while  the  southern  towns  were 

wholly  without  them.  Jamestown  was 
much  the  largest  village  south  of  the 
ridge.  It  possessed  better  facilities  for 
manufacturing  and  was  so  situated  as 
to  command  a  larger  trade  than  any 

other  village  in  the  county,  consequent- 
ly, prior  to  the  completion  of  the  Erie 

Road  to  Dunkirk,  it  had  realized  a  more 

rapid  growth  than  any  other  village  in 
the  county.  But  during  the  ten  years 
that  had  just  expired  the  growth  of 

Dunkirk  had  been  •"•Teater.  The  latter 

village  had  now  nearly  double  the  pop- 
ulation of  Jamestown.  Even  Fredonia 

had  not  much  less  than  Jamestown,  and 
Westfield  more  than  half  its  number  of 

inhabitants.  At  this  time,  aside  from 

such  goods  and  commodities  as  were 

transported  to  and  from  Jamestown 
over  Chautauqua  Lake  and  down  the 
Allegheny  River,  they  were  all  carried 
in  wagons  and  sleighs  over  the  dirt  or 
plank  roads  leading  into  the  village. 

The  principal  part  of  the  merchandise 

brought  into  Jamestown  was  conveyc 

over  the  plank  roads  between  James- 
town and  Dunkirk,  a  distance  of  thirty 

miles,  and  sometimes  from  Little  Yal- 
ley  in   Cattaraugus   County.    The  gai 

wells  of  Pennsylvania  had  not  then  l^een 

developed,  nor  was  eas  there  manu- 
factured for  the  uses  of  the  village  ;  it 

was  then  lighted  by  oil  and  kerosene 
used  in  lamps.  The  transportation  of 
coal  to  Jamestown  was  too  expensive. 
The  village  was  chiefly  heated  by  wood 
fires.  That  fuel  was  used  in  the  manu- 

factories, consequently  Jamestown  for 

manv  years  was  an  excellent  wood  mar- 
ket for  the  country  around. 

Farmers  also  of  the  southern  part  of 
the  county  were  not  in  the  enjoyment  of 

the  advantages  that  the  railroads  gave 
their  fellow  farmers  in  the  northern 

part  of  the  county.  This  was  evidenced 

by  the  superior  improvements  and  con- 
ditions of  the  farms  in  the  northern 

towns  :  there  the  dwellings  were  of  more 

modern  architecture  and  the  lands  bet- 
ter cultivated.  The  southern  portion 

of  the  county  remained  a  retired  rural 
district  until  i860. 

For  energy  and  business  enterprise  the 
citizens  of  Jamestowni  had  never  been 

surpassed  by  those  of  any  other  locali- 
tv  in  the  county.  They  entertained  pro- 

jects for  securing  railroad  facilities  be- 
fore the  Erie  Railroad  was  completed 

to  Dunkirk.  September  24,  1850,  a 

meeting  was  held  at  Jamestown,  of 
which  Joseph  Wait  was  chairman,  at 
which  a  committee  was  appointed  to 

confer  with  the  people  of  Erie,  Pa.,  and 

the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  Com- 
pany, with  reference  to  the  building  of 

a  railroad  from  Little  A'alley  to  Erie, 
through  Jamestown,  Randolph,  Ash- 
ville  and  Panama.  In  the  fall  of  that 

year  explorations  were  made  by  engi- 
neers and  a  favorable  route  was  found 

by  the  way  of  Findley  Lake. 
The  Erie  and  New  York  City  Railroad 

was  organized  in  1852,  and  during  the 
summer  of  that  year  a  line  beginning 
at  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  in 

Cattaraugus  County,  was  surveyed 

through  Jamestown,  Ashville  and  Sher- 
man to  intersect  the  Erie  and  North 

East  Railroad,  two  miles  beyond  the 
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state  line  between  Xew  York  and 

Pennsylvania.  The  eeremony  of  l)reak- 
ing  gronnd  took  place  in  Randolph. 
Cattaraugus  County,  May  19,  1853,  in 
the  presence  of  a  large  concourse  of 
people.  Speeches  were  made  by  the 
president  of  the  company,  Benjamin 

Chamberlain,  Richard  P.  Marvin,  Madi- 
son Burnell  and  William  Metcalf  of 

Erie,  Pa.  Work  was  commenced  upon 
the  railroad  the  same  day  where  now 
is  the  village  of  Salamanca  and  in 
August  at  Jamestown.    A  little  later 

road,  extending  from  Salamanca  to  five 
miles  west  of  Tamestowai,  was  adopted 
thence  it  extended  to  a  point  near  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  town  of  Har- 

mony. It  was  intended  that  this  road 
should  be  further  continued,  until  the 

valley  of  the  Mississi])pi,  and  ultimate- 
Iv  the  Pacific  Coast,  should  be  united 

by  it  with  New  York  City  and  the  At- 
lantic Ocean. 

April  26,  1860,  the  engineers  placed 
their  instruments  upon  the  new  line.  On 

the  3rd  day  of  July  the  iron  was  laid  to 

work  was  commenced  in  the  town  of 

Harmony,  and  in  December  in  Sher- 
man. 

In  December,  1858,  the  Atlantic  and 
Great  Western  Railroad  Company  of 

New  York  was  organized  at  Jame- 
stown. Henry  Baker,  William  Hall. 

Augustus  F.  Allen,  Bradford  Burlin. 
Sumner  Allen,  Robert  Newland,  W.  D. 

Shaw  of  Jamestown  and  Daniel  Wil- 
liams of  Ashville  were  the  Chautauqua 

County  directors. 

This  road  commenced  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  where  now  is  the  village  of 

Salamanca.  The  first  thirty-eight  miles 
of  the  Erie  and  New  York  City  Rail- 

Randolph,  and  on  the  24th  day  of  August 
i860,  the  cars  for  the  first  time  arrived 

at  Main  street,  in  Jamestown,  witnessed 
by  a  multitude  of  people,  the  band  on 

the  train  playino-  the  air,  ''Ain't  I  Glad 
to  Get  Out  of  the  Wilderness?"  On 
this  occasion  a  complimentary  dinner 
was  given  at  the  Jamestown  House  to 

Thomas  W.  Kennard,  the  English  engi- 

neer. A  sumptuous  repast  was  provid- 
ed. J.  W.  Hill,  the  associate  American 

engineer  ;  Sig.  T.  Deosdados,  agent  for 
Don  Jose  de  Salamanca ;  Sig.  Navarro 
agent  for  the  Duke  de  Rienzares,  and 

other  representatives  of  Spanish  inter- 
ests in  this  country;  John  Goddard  of 
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London,  and  Robert  Thallon  of  New 
York,  who  came  on  the  train,  and  many 

other  invite;!  o-uests,  were  present.  Col. 
Augustus  F.  Allen  presided  on  the  oc- 

casion. Toasts  were  given  and  speech- 
es made  by  William  H.  Lovvry,  Col.  A. 

F.  Allen,  Selden  Marvin  and  C.  D. 
Sackett. 

The  building  of  the  road  was  promot- 

ed by  Spanish  capital,  advanced  by  in- 
telligent bankers.  It  was  the  first  time 

in  the  history  of  American  Railroads 
that  thev  had  been  given  substantial 

support  in  Spain.  In  honor  of  Don 
Jose  de  Salamanca,  one  of  the  Spanish 

gentlemen  who  had  contri1)uted  li1:)eral- 
ly  to  the  promotion  of  the  enterprise, 
the  eastern  terminus  of  the  road  was 

called  Salamanca,  a  name  full  of  roman- 
tic memories  to  those  familiar  with 

S])anish  literature. 
The  road  was  completed  to  Corry  in 

May,  1861  ;  to  Meadville,  Pa.,  in  Octo- 
ber, and  to  Akron,  ().,  January  19,  1862. 

To  the  energy  and  l:)usiness  ability  of 
Col.  A.  F.  Allen  of  Jamestown,  more 

than  to  any  other  citizen  of  the  coun- 
ty, were  the  people  of  Chautauqua  in- 

debted for  the  successful  result  of  this 

effort.  As  soon  as  the  road  was  com- 

pleted the  people  of  Southern  Chautau- 
qua began  to  realize  great  benefit  from 

it,  and  Jamestown  again  took  the  lead 
of  all  the  villages  of  the  county  in 
growth  and  business  enterprise,  which 
it  has  ever  since  maintained. 

The  railroads  began  to  benefit  all  pur- 
suits. They  gave  a  market  value  10  pro- 
ducts which  before  had  none.  Before 

the  railroads  were  built  shee])  had  1)een 
slaughtered  in  great  numbers  for  their 
pelts  and  hams  (the  latter  were  worth 

ic  a  pound)  and  for  their  tallovv,  which 
was  manufactured  into  candles.  The 

carcasses  were  thrown  away.  Herman 
and  Abner  Camp,  brothers,  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  candles  about  the 

year  1846  at  Sinclairville.  Twenty  tons 
of  tallow  was  manufactured  into  candles 

in   1847  and  fifty  tons  in   1848.  The 

Camus  then  removed  their  factory  to 
Dunkirk,  where,  on  a  more  perfect  and 

extensive  scale,  the)-  continued  to  man- 
ufacture can  lies  from  mutton  tallow. 

They  had  invented  and  patented  a  pro- 
cess by  which  newly  made  candles  were 

withdrawn  from  the  mold.  A  candle 
when  withdrawn,  would  draw  after  it 
into  the  molds  the  wick  for  another 

candle.  Their  invention  greatl\'  short- 
ened and  cheai)ened  the  labor  of  manu- 

facturing. , 

An  interesting  circumstance  occurred 

while  they  were  in  l)usiness  at  Dunkirk 
which  should  be  related,  as  it  is  known 

to  comparatively  few  people.  The  Italian 
patriot, Garil^aldi,  after  manv  battles  and 
adventures  in  the  wars  of  South  Ameri- 

ca and  in  the  contest  with  the  I^^rench 
and  Austrians,  in  which  he  proved  him- 

self to  1)e  the  most  l^rilliant  genius  of  his 

day,  was  l)anished  from  Italy.  In  the 
summer  of  1850  he  came  to  New  York 
where  a  public  reception  was  tendered 
him,  which  he  declined.  In  order  to 

earn  a  living  during  his  l^anishment,  he 
made  soap  and  candles  for  a  while  in 

a  manufactory  in  which  he  was  interest- 
ed on  Staten  Island.  Afterwards  he 

made  voyages  at  sea,  from  New  York. 
Ultimately  he  returned  to  Italy  and 
became  famous  for  the  distinguished 

part  that  he  took  in  the  wars  and  poli- 
tics of  Europe.  While  in  the  candle 

business  on  Staten  Island,  he  made  a 

trip  to  Dunkirk,  to  visit  the  candle  fac- 
tory of  the  Camp  Brothers.  He  was 

entertained  over  night  at  the  residence 

of  Herman  Camp  in  Dunkirk,  mean- 
time negotiating  with  the  Camps  for  the 

purchase  of  the  patent  for  the  manufac- 
ure  of  candles,  with  wdiich  it  is  said  he 

was  much  pleased.  No  agreement  was 

completed  for  the  purchase  of  the  pat- 
ent however. 

The  mold  candle  which  was  once  uni- 
versally used  for  illuminating  purposes 

and  which  had  superseded  the  primitive 

contrivance  sometimes  used  b^'  the 
early  settlers,  of  a  lighted  cotton  rag 
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vvra])pe(l  around  a  1)Utton  and  anchored 
in  a  dish  of  fat,  whicli  had  superseded 

also  the  better  hoht  of  a  dipped  candle 
was  about  this  time  partly  supplanted 
bv  various  kinds  of  burnino^  fluids. 
When  at  length  oil  was  discovered  in 
Pennsvlvania,  candles  went  into  disuse 

and  were  no  longer  to  be  seen,  this 
being  also  true  of  the  familiar  iron,  tin 

or  brass  candlesticks,  snuffers  and  snuf- 
fer tray,  once  common  and  necessary 

articles  in  every  house. 
After  the  Erie  Railroad  was  completed 

many  other  old  time  vocations  were 
nearly  abandoned.  Other  exports  and 
imports,  except  such  as  were  shipped 
on  Lake  Erie,  or  upon  the  Conewango 
and  Alleghenv  Rivers,  were  carried 
over  the  roads  leading  into  the  county 

in  wagons,  and  teaming  was  a  common 

employment.  Over  the  main  road  ex- 
tending east  and  west  through  the  north 

towns  of  the  county,  and  over  the  high- 
ways leading  south  from  Dunkirk  and 

Fredonia  through  Sinclairville  and 
Delanti,  to  Jamestown  and  Warren, 
Pa.,  and  from  Westfield  to  Mayville, 
and  the  southwestern  towns  of  the 

county,  much  freight  was  transported 
and  many  persons  were  engaged  during 
much  of  their  lives  in  this  employment. 

Alfred  Austin,  an  old  teamster  of  Sin- 

clairville, in  the  twenty-three  years  that 
he  was  on  the  road,  made  three  thous- 

and four  hundred  fifty  trips  between 
Fredonia  and  Sinclairville  with  a  loaded 

team,  travelling  a  distance  equal  to  one 
hundred  and  seven  thousand  miles,  or 
more  than  four  times  around  the  earth 

at  the  equator.  With  the  construction 
of  railroads  this  business  practically 
ceased,  and  the  old  teamsters,  their 

team  horses  and  wagons,  became  things 
of  the  past. 

Staging  was  formerly  an  important 
occupation.  All  travel  west  of  Buffalo, 
after  the  close  of  navigation  each  year, 
passed  througli  the  northern  towns  of 
the  county  in  stages.  Sometimes  in  the 
spring  the  ice  would  drift  down  Lake 

!^>ie  and  obstruct  entrance  into  l>uf- 

falo.  I'oats  coming  down  the  lake  at 
such  times  would  land  their  passengers 
at  Silver  Creek  to  be  taken  to  Buffalo 

in  stages  or  post  coaches,  assembled 
there  for  that  purpose. 

Thirty  and  more  stage  coaches  have 
\)een  known  to  be  in  waiting  at  one 
time.  Even  during  the  summer  months 

much  travel  passed  through  Chautau- 
qua. In  some  years  steamboats  from 

Ihififalo  connected  with  stages  for  the 
west  at  Dunkirk,  thus  avoiding  the  bad 
roads  east  of  the  Cattaraugus  Creek, 

liesides  passengers, the  stages  carried  the 
local  mail,  and,  in  the  winter  time,  the 

through  mails  to  the  west,  which  were 

sometimes  two  tons  in  weight,  requir- 
ing a  coach  exclusively  devoted  to  that 

purpose.  Adams  express  matter  was 
first  carried  through  the  county  in 

stages  over  this  route.  These  old 
coaches  were  owned  and  run  by  the 

Ohio  Stage  Company.  They  were 
drawn  by  four  horses,  and  were  large 
enough  to  carry  twelve  persons  within, 
the  driver  and  several  persons  outside. 
They  were  well  constructed,  graceful  in 
form,  and  comfortable  for  passengers. 

The  oval  body  of  the  coach  rested  on 

strong  leathern  strains  called  thorough- 
braces,  which  gave  it  an  easy,  rocking 

motion  when  moving.  The  driver's 
seat  was  well  up  in  front.  There  was  a 

leather-covered  boot  for  baggage  be- 
hind. 

The  arrival  of  the  stages,  often  three 
or  four  in  number,  at  the  stations  along 
the  route.  Silver  Creek,  Fredonia  and 

Westfield,  was  the  stirring  event  of  the 
day.  The  driver  was  the  hero  of  the 
occasion.  As  he  aporoached  the  village 
he  would  blow  his  horn  to  announce 

his  coming.  As  he  drove  into  the 

village  he  would  put  his  horses  to 
their  best  speed,  and  the  coach,  loaded 
with  pasengers,  would  come  swinging 
and  bowing  down  the  main  street  of  the 
towm,  in  fine  style.  As  the  driver  with 

a  great  display  in  handling  the  reinr 
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would  pull  up  before  the  best  tavern, 

many  would  be  there  to  see,  mcluding 

a  throng  of  admirino-  village  boys.  Af- 
ter a  stop  long  enough  for  refreshments 

and  a  change  of  horses,  the  driver 

would  again  mount  his  coach,  dexter- 
ously start  u])  his  leaders  with  his  long 

whip,  and  pull  out  in  as  gallant  a  style 
as  he  came. 

It  is  told  of  a  certain  famous  Chau- 

taucjua  boy,  that,  stirred  1)y  a  scene  like 

this,  he  announced  to  his  }'Oung  com- 
panion that  he  would  l)c  a  stage  driver, 

His  companion,  who  drew  his  inspira- 
tion from  some  of  the  cheap  literature 

that  even  then  came  in  reach  of  the 

boys,  replied  that  stage  driving  might 
do  for  him,  but  as  for  himself,  he  should 

Cedar  Falls,  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  The 

stage  route  next  in  importance  was 

that  extending  from  Dunkirk  and  Fre- 
donia,  through  the  villages  of  Sinclair- 
ville  and  Jamestown  to  Warren  in 

Pennsylvania.  This  route  was  a  prin- 
cipal outlet  for  travel  from  Jamestown 

and  Warren,  and  these  old-fashioned 

i^ost  or  stage  coaches  were  in  use  over 
it.  Stage  coaches  were  also  run  from 

Westfield  to  Mayville  and  thence  alter- 
nately along  the  east  and  west  shores  of 

Chautauqua  Lake  to  Jamestown.  These 
four-horse  coaches  were  also  used  on 

the  stage  route  from  Fredonia  through 

h'^orestville  to  Gowanda  in  Cattaraugus 
County.  With  the  building  of  later 
railroads  in  Chautauqua  County  these 

OLD  FASHIONED  STAGE-COACH— 1  828. 

be  a  pirate.  Fortunately  for  those 
having  business  upon  the  high  seas  the 
bloodthirsty  ambition  of  this  youth  was 

curbed  in  season,  and  he  finally  accept- 
ed a  less  lurid  career  and  twenty  years 

later  became  distinguished  as  an  emi- 
nent and  eloquent  divine  in  the  East. 

And  it  is  said  that  the  boy  who  thought 

he  would  be  a  stage  driver  became  a 

prominent  and  successful  business  man 
of  the  West. 
When  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  was 

completed,  the  old  stage  route  was 
abandoned,  and  the  stage  coaches  and 
their  skilful  drivers  were  transferred  to 

the  Far  West  and  beyond  the  Mississip- 
pi. The  writer  remembers,  in  1855,  to 

have  seen  many  of  the  old  stage  coaches 
of  the  Ohio  Stage  Company  in  use  on 
the  stage  route  between  Dubuque  and 

leading  stage  routes,  one  bv  one,  were 
discontinued  and  the  stages  were  run 

only  between  unimportant  points  in  ve- 
hicles less  pretentious. 

The  old-fashioned  inn  disappeared 
also.  Taverns  where  liquors  were  sold 

during  the  first  half  century  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  county  were  very  numer- 
ous. Even  on  the  less  important  roads 

there  were  many  taverns.  Thickly 
sprinkled  along  unimportant  country 
roads  in  many  parts  of  the  county,  at 

this  day,  may  be  seen  old  farm  houses, 
usually  more  pretentious  than  their 
neighbors,  that  were  once  taverns 
where  there  is  now  no  need  for  an  inn 
whatever.  On  the  Main  or  Stage  Road 
from  Buffalo  to  Erie,  in  the  northern 

part  of  the  county  they  were  still  more 

frequent.   -Judge  L.  Bugbee  says  that 
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on  the  completion  of  the  Erie  Road  the 

emig-rant  wagons  ah  disappeared  with 

the  country  taverns.  "The  stage  routes 

running  east  and  west  were  abandoned 
about  the  same  time.  In  a  trip  along 

the  Ridge  Road  of  Lake  Erie  the  travel- 

er will  note  the  lonp-  line  of  desolation 

in  the  ghostly  hotels,  once  gay  and  joy- 
ous with  ringing  laughter,  sent  to 

oblivion  and  trampled  under  foot  by  the 
iron  horse  and  his  train  of  thundering 

cars." The  frequency  of  the  tavern  in  early 

years  was  due  partly  to  the  rough  and 

muddy  roads  that  were  almost  impassa- 
lile  in  the  inclement  seasons  of  the  year, 
which  made  short  distances  long  for 

the  heavy  emigrant  wagons  and  slow 
moving  teams  of  those  days.  It  would 
be  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  these  early 
taverns  were  devoted  solely  to  revelry 
and  drink.  The  great  open  fireplaces, 

piled  with  blazing  logs,  the  tables  load- 
ed with  good  cheer,  the  kindness  and 

old-fashioned  hospitality  of  the  tavern 
keeper  and  his  wife,  made  these  old 
hostelries  welcome  havens  of  rest  to 
the  chilled  and  wearied  traveler  who 

was  compelled  to  face  the  bitter  storms 
of  a  Chautauqua  winter. 

After  the  completion  of  the  Erie 
Road,  cattle,  hogs  and  other  live  stock 
were  taken  to  market  exclusively  by 
rail.  Particular  attention  was  given  by 

that  company  to  the  transportation  of 
livestock  from  the  time  it  began  opera- 

tions. Before  it  was  completed  they 
went  on  foot  hundreds  of  miles  over  the 

long  roads  leading  to  Troy,  Albany, 

New  York  and  Philadelphia.  The  lat- 
ter city  formed  the  principal  market  for 

the  cattle  of  Chaut annua  County.  There 

they  stood  highest  in  the  list  for  quali- 
ty, which  was  due  to  the  measures  early 

taken  by  Judge  Peacock  to  improve  its 
breeds.  Droves  of  cattle  during  the 
summer  months  followed  each  other  in 

quick  succession  over  the  long  hoof- 
beaten  roads  leading  to  Philadelphia. 
One  hundred  twenty  droves,  averaging 

one  hundred  twentv-five  head  of  cattle 

each,  passed  the  Love  Stand  in  Gerry  on 
the  Old  Chautauqua  Road  (that  being 

then  the  direct  road  to  the  East  for  live- 
stock) in  a  single  season.  Thousands 

of  cattle  were  at  the  same  time  passing 
over  other  routes  through  the  county. 

They  were  usually  sold  to  stock  dealers, 
and  farmers  of  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
to  be  fattened  and  fitted  for  market 

upon  the  rich  farms  lying  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Philadelphia.  The  drovers  were 

usually  practical  lousiness  men.  Like 
all  who  are  engaged  in  pursuits  in  which 

there  is  much  competition,  with  a  fluc- 
tuating market  to  depend  upon,  they 

were  liable  to  suffer  great  losses,  and 
were  sometimes  financially  ruined.  A 
wellknown  drover  of  the  county,  who 
had  retired  from  the  business,  meeting 
another  on  the  road  wdth  a  drove  of 

hogs,  asked  him  to  what  market  he  was 

taking  his  pigs.  The  drover  was  in- 
tent on  his  business  and  his  only  re- 

sponse was  "Whee-Whee,"  and  that  was 
addressed  to  the  pigs.  The  retired 

drover  turned  in  disgust,  saying,  "Whee 
away,  I  have  wheed  away  two  good 
farms  in  the  town  of  Hanover,  and  if 

you  attend  to  your  business  as  diligent- 
ly as  you  seem  to  be  doing,  you  will 

whee  away  as  much  before  you  get 

through." In  185 1  lumbering  was  still  an  import- 
ant industry.  In  the  southeastern  por- 
tion of  the  county  it  led  all  the  rest.  By 

far  the  greater  part  of  the  lumber  and 
shingles  exported  from  the  county  went 
down  the  Conewango  and  Allegheny 
Rivers  in  rafts.  The  great  amount  of 

lumber  so  transported  involved  the  em- 

ployment of  many  strong  men  in  raft- 
ing it  down  the  rivers.  The  service  of 

these  men  was  almost  wholly  dispensed 
with  when  railroads  reached  the  lumber 

country.  Transportation  was  thereaf- 
ter made  almost  entirely  by  rail. 

Railroads  also  brought  to  the  coun- 
ty new  employments,  and  new  vocations 

with  which  the  reader  is  more  familiar. 
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The  changes  we  have  cited  will  suffi- 
ciently show  the  great  revolution  that 

railroads  made  in  the  conditions  before 

existing  and  the  improvements  in  the 
fortunes  of  its  people.  Indeed  the 

ten  years  that  last  preceded  the  Civil 

War,  was  a  period  of  prosperity.  Rail- 
roads brought  with  them  a  great  reduc- 

tion in  the  price  of  all  articles  import- 
ed into  the  county,  and  also  a  material 

increase  in  the  price  of  farmmg  pro- 
ducts, and  consequently  a  rise  in  farm 

rents  and  in  the  value  of  real  estate. 

Labor  was  in  demand  and  consequently 

wages  increased.  The  building  of  plank 
roads  extended  the  advantage  enjoyed 

along  the  chief  highways  of  travel  to 
interior  and  remote  parts  of  the  county. 

Money  was  reasonably  plenty.  In  the 
smaller,  as  well  as  the  larger  villages, 

new  buildings  were   erected,   and  im- 

provements made.  Their  years  of  pri- 
vation being  ended,  the  people  were  sat- 

isfied with  their  present  prosperity.  The 
feverish  desire  to  accumulate  great 
wealth  had  not  taken  possession  of 
them.  At  no  time  was  such  genuine 
and  universal  happiness  enjoyed  by  the 

])eople  of  the  county,  as  in  the  decade 
that  ended  with  the  year  i860. 

l)Ut  during  this  period  one  grave  sub- 
ject lay  heavily  upon  the  public  mind, 

and  was  seriously  disturbing  its  peace. 
Its  close  marks  the  beginning  of  a  most 
momentous  period  in  the  history  of  our 

country — the  beginning  of  the  Civil 
War,  the  events  of  which  have  left  their 

impression  as  deeply  here  as  elsewhere. 
Before  proceeding  to  this  important 

subject,  let  us  review  as  brjefiy  as  pos- 
sible the  i)olitical  history  of  the  coun- 

ty from  the  time  we  last  left  it. 

HOME  OF  THE  PIONEER  IN  THE  AGRICULTUKAL  PERIOD. 



CHAPTER  XTV. 

POLITICAL  HISTORY  PRIOR  TO  THE  CIVIL  WAR. 

1851— i86t. 

An  enlightened  people,  accustomed  to  self  government,  advised  by  strong 
and  able  men,  of  which  the  ranks  of  a  people  in  a  Democratic  form  of  gov- 

ernment are  always  prolific,  govern  more  justly  and  more  in  the  interest  01 
the  masses  than  the  most  enlightened  monarch  or  the  wisest  aristocracy. 
Even  in  a  great  Revolutionary  crisis,  they  are  less  liable  to  err  than  a  single 
individual  or  a  select  few. 

It  has  given  the  w^riter  some  pleas- 

ure in  preparing-  the  following  chapter ; 
whether  it  will  give  as  much  to  the 
reader  is  quite  doubtful.  The  period 
covered  bv  it  immediately  preceded  the 

Civil  War,  the  most  exciting  in  the  po- 
litical history  of  the  county.  Political 

affairs  dtiring  that  time  were  in  an  in- 
choate state.  Old  parties  dissolving, 

new  ones  coming  into  existence,  the 

people  forming  new  affiliations  result- 
ing in  surprising  situations,  keeping  the 

politicians  of  the  county  perplexed  and 
busy,  trying  to  find  out  which  way  the 
wind  was  to  blow. 

At  the  general  election  in  the  fall  of 
the  year  1852,  Franklin  Pierce  was 
elected  President.  Ten  thousand,  five 

hundred  twenty-four  votes  were  cast  in 

Chautauqua  County — a  greater  number 
than  had  ever  been  polled  before — of 
which  Scott  received  five  thousand,  six 
hundred  twelve.  Pierce  three  thousand, 
seven  hundred  three,  and  Hale  one 
thousand,  two  hundred  nine.  In  this 

election  in  the  state,  Horatio  Seymotir, 
a  Democrat,  was  elected  Governor  over 

Washington  Hunt,  Whig,  and  Min- 
thorne  Tompkins,  son  of  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  Abolitionist.  The  canvass 
in  Chautauqua  County  for  Member  of 
Congress  was  of  great  interest.  George 

A.  S.  Crooker  of  Conewango,  Cattarau- 

gus County,  who  had  represented  his 
county  in  the  Constitutional  Convention 

of  1846,  and  also  often  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature, was  the  candidate  of  the 

Whigs.  He  was  a  lawyer  of  ability,  but 
had  defects  of  character  that  made  him 

somewhat  unpopular. 
Reuben  E.  Fenton  was  the  candidate 

of  the  Democrats.  Mr.  Fenton,  although 

Init  thirty-three  years  of  age,  had  been 
elected  seven  times  Supervisor  of  his 

native  town,  and  three  times  Chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  In 

this  campaign  for  Congress  Mr.  Fenton 
ai^Dcared  the  shrewd  politician  which 

his  subsequent  successful  career  con- 
firmed. The  slavery  question  was  rap- 

idly dividing  both  the  Whig  and  Demo- 
cratic parties,  and  opposing  sentiment 

in  each  was  becomino-  daily  more  and 
more  pronounced.  Yet  Mr.  Fenton 
during  the  campaign  managed  not  only 

to  hold  the  vote  of  his  own  party,  in- 
cluding those  who  were  unfavorably 

disposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law,  but  also  secured  the  greater 

part  of  the  Abolition  vote  in  his  favor. 

In  Chautauqua  County,  Crooker  re- 
ceived three  hundred  ninety-four  more 

votes  than  Fenton,  while  in  Cattarau- 
gus Fenton  received  four  hundred  fifty 

more  votes  than  Crooker,  which  elected 

him   Ijy  fifty-six  majority  to  his  first 
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term  in  Congress.  The  political  condi- 
tions- at  this  time  were  such  that  the 

change  of  but  few  votes  at  this  election 

would  have  changed  the  subsequent  for- 
tunes of  these  two  men.  Alpheus  F. 

Hawley  was  elected  Sheriff  by  seven 
hundred  five  majority,  Richard  O. 

Green  was  elected  Clerk,  Jeremiah  Ells- 
worth was  elected  to  the  Assembly  in 

the  Second  District.  Walter  L,  Session? 

was  elected  to  the  Assembly  for  the  first 
time  in  the  First  District.  All  were 

Whigs.  Both  Mr.  Fenton  and  Mr. 
Sessions  now  for  the  first  time  made 

their  appearance  in  state  and  national 

politics. 
Notwithstanding    1853    was    an  off 

year  politically,  and  the  officers  to  be 

chosen  at  the  general  election  unim- 
portant, the  campaign  was  one  of  much 

interest.    The  breach  in  the  Democrat- 
ic Party  in  1848  led  to  the  defeat  of 

General  Cass  for  President.  Admon- 
ished by  this  disaster,  the  Democrats 

of  New  York  State  in  1849  took  meas- 
ures to  reunite  the  party,  which  was 

substantially  effected  in  1851,  and  it  con- 

tinued to  be  represented  by  a  single  or- 
ganization for  a  period  of  three  years. 

In  1853  it  was  again  disrupted.  The 
Democratic  state  convention  was  called 

to  meet  in  September  in  Brintnall's  Hall 
in  the  citv  of  Syracuse.    A  portion  of 
the  delegates  left  the  hall  and  organized 

a  convention  in  the  ladies'  parlor  of  the 
Globe   Hotel,  claiming  to   have  been 

overawed  by  the  "Short  Boys,"  a  band 
of  roughs  from  New  York  City.  There 
they   nominated   a   ticket   headed  by 

George  W.  Clinton  of  Buffalo  for  Sec- 
retary of  State.    Those  who  belonged 

to  this  faction  of  the  Democratic  Party 

were  called  "Hard  Shells"  or  "Adaman- 
tines" and  were  the  successors  of  the 

"Hunkers"  of  a  few  years  before.  In 
this  instance   they   were   the  bolters. 
Among  the  leaders  of  this  faction  were 
Judge  Green  C.  Brunson,  Charles  O. 
Connor  and  George  W.  Clinton. 

Those  Democrats  who  supported  the 

regular  ticket  were  called  "Soft  Shells." 
They  included  the  "Barnburners"  and 
moderate  Hunkers  who  favored  concil- 

iation. The  leading  "Softs"  of  the  state 
were  Gov.  Horatio  Seymour,  William 
L.  Marcv.  John  VanBuren,  and  in  the 
western  part  of  the  state,  Martin  Grov- 
er.  In  Chautauqua  County  among  the 
"Softs"  were  Augustus  F.  Allen,  Sam- 

uel S.  Whallon,  Thomas  A.  Osborne, 
Reuben  E.  Fenton,  Charles  Kennedy, 
Nirum  Sackett,  James  Parker,  John  F. 
Phelps,  Orsell  Cook,  William  H.  Tew, 
Joseph  and  Franklin  H.  Wait,  John  M. 
Edson,  Milton  Smith  and  George  S. 
Harrison.  Although  there  was  no  pros- 

pect of  the  election  of  a  Democrat  in 

the  state  or  county,  the  "Hards"  nomi- 
nated a  county  ticket.  Among  the  lead- 

ing "Hards"  in  Chautauqua  County 
were  Ebenezer  A.  Lester  and  Dr.  Ben- 

jamin Walworth,  the  brother  of  Chan- 
cellor Walworth,  Caleb  O.  Daughady. 

Oris  and  H.  B.  Nichols,  H.  P.  Wilcox, 

Ernest  Mullet,  Norman  Kibbe,  James 
H.  Lee  and  John  Pringle. 

Dissensions  existed  also  in  the  Whig- 
Party,  but  were  not  so  pronounced  as 
those  existing  in  the  Democratic  Par- 

ty.    To  distinguish  them  one  portion 

was  called  "Silver  Grays"  and  the  others 
were  sometimes  called  "Woolies."  The 
principal  cause  for  these  differences  in 

both  parties  was  as  before  stated,  con- 

flicting opinions  upon  the  slavery  ques- 

tion, now  so  rapidly  growing  into  im- 
portance.   The  Jamestown  Journal  as 

usual,  supported  the  Whig  ticket.  It  was 
ably  edited  hy  Frank  Palmer,  then  a 

young    man    of    high    character  and 
marked  ability,  afterwards  one  of  the 

most  distinguished  editors  ot  the  coun- 
try.   The  Mayville  Sentinel,  edited  by 

John  F.   Phelps,  and  the  Chautauqua 

Democrat  supported  the  "Soft"  or  reg- 
ular Democratic  ticket  during  the  cam- 

paign.   H.  B.  Nichols  had  been  its  edi- 
tor until  the  state  convention  was  held, 

when  he  resigned,  being  unwilling  to 

oppose  the  ticket  made  by  the  "Hards" 
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at  the  Globe  Hotel.  He  was  succeeded 

l)v  James  Parker. 

In  the  fall  election  the  Whigs  suc- 
ceeded. Alvah  H.  Walker,  Whig,  a 

merchant  of  Fredonia  and  a  prominent 

citizen  of  the  county,  was  elected  Sena- 
tor. 

The  year  1854  witnessed  an  extraor- 

dinary political  revolution  in  the  coun- 

try and  also  in  the  county  ;  such  a  po- 
litical change  as  seldom  occurs  in  a 

lifetime.    A  new  party  sprang  into  ex- 
istence at  once,  almost  as  suddenly  as  a 

comet  sometimes  makes  its  appearance 

in   the   heayens,   and    disappeared  as 

quickly.    This  new  party  was  at  first 

known  as  the  "Know  Nothing"  Party. 

Twenty-fiye    years    before,   the  Anti- 
Masons  had  assisted  in  bringing  into 

life   the    Whig    Party,    and   now  the 

"Know  Nothings",  in  a  similar  man- 
ner, contributed  to  the   formation  of 

the  Republican  Party.    The  careers  of 
these  two  short  liyed  parties  were  alike 
in  one  other  respect.    Neither  produced 

any  practical  results  other  than  aboye 
stated.     They  radically  differed  from 
each  other  in  one  important  particular. 

The  Anti-Masons  were  bitterly  opposed 
to  secret  societies ;  on  the  other  hand 

the  Know  Nothing  Party  was  itself  a 

secret,   oath-bound   political  organiza- 
tion.   Its  cardinal  principle  was  oppo- 
sition to  the  influence  of  foreign  and 

Roman  Catholic  residents  of  the  coun- 
try.    The  maxims  of  the  party  were 

"Americans  must  rule  America,"  "Put 

none  but  Americans  on  guard."  When 
its  members  were  questioned  with  ref- 

erence to  matters  relating  to  the  order, 

their  answer  was  invariably,  "I  don't 
know,"  hence  their  name.    The  Know 
Nothing  Party  began  its  existence  in 
the  cities,  in  secret  lodges,  and  quickly 

spread    through    the    country.  Their 
members   ordinarily   made  themselves 

known  to  each  other  by  placing  two 

fingers  of  their  rioht  hand  in  the  space 

between  two  buttons  on  the  left  side  of 
their  coat. 

Now  the  Slaverv  question  has  come 
to  cast  its  baleful  shadows  over  the 

land.  The  admission  of  Missouri  into 

the  Union  as  a  slave  state  in  1820, 

under  the  Missouri  Compromise,  and 

the  annexation  of  Texas  in  1845,  P^^~ 
yoked  flery  discussions  in  Congress. 
Thoughtful  men  saw  the  trouble  that 
these  fierce  debates  foreshadowed. 

They  feared  that  the  question  of  slavery 
would  have  to  be  settled  by  war  and 
1:)loodshed.  Such  able  and  patriotic 

men  as  Henry  Clay  and  Daniel  Web- 
ster, in  ineffectual  efforts,  sought  to 

avert  the  threatened  calamity  ;  with  this 

view  Henry  Clay,  in  1850,  submitted 
comj^romise  resolutions  proposing  an 
amicable  arrangement  of  the  whole 
slavery  controversy,  resulting  in  the 

passage  of  the  Omnibus  Bill,  which 
among  other  things  admitted  California 
as  a  state  ;  abolished  the  slave  trade  in 

the  District  of  Columbia,  and  provided 

for  the  delivery  of  fugitive  slaves  escap- 
ing into  free  states.  This  again  opened 

the  c(uestion  of  slavery  to  violent  dis- 
cussion. 

Prior  to  the  enactment  of  the  Fugi- 
tive Slave  Law,  masters  could  take  and 

carry  back  their  slaves  under  the  Con- 
stitution, but  there  were  no  effective 

penalties  for  aiding  or  secreting  them. 

Until  that  law  was  nassed  comparative- 

ly few  runaway  slaves  crossed  into  Can- 
ada, and  many  were  residing  securely 

in  Chautauqua  County,  as  in  other  parts 

of  the  North.  The  severe  penalties  im- 
posed by  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  for 

feeding,  employing  and  aiding  them  in 
their  flight,  rendered  it  dangerous  for 

the  slave  not  only  to  attempt  his  es- 
cape from  bondage,  but  to  remain  in 

the  free  states  ;  accordingly  many  who 

had  been  quietly  residing  in  the  free 
states  sought  safety  in  other  places. 
The  passage  of  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law 

immediately  caused  a  spontaneous  sec- 
ret combination  of  men  and  women  ap- 
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posed  to  slavery,  to  assist  the  slaves  to 
escape,  resulting  in  what  is  known  as 

the  "Underground  Railroad."  It  ex- 
tended from  the  slave  states  to  Cana- 

da. Four  main  lines  are  said  to  have 
extended  through  the  State  of  New 

York,  with  many  laterals,  at  least  two 
of  which  passed  through  Chautauqua 
County.  Along  these  routes  there  were 
stations  at  convenient  distances,  most 

often  the  dwelling  house  of  some  friend 

of  the  slave,  where  he  was  kindly  treat- 
ed, fed  and  secreted  through  the  day. 

and  at  night  passed  on  to  the  next  sta- 
tion. This  business  was  transacted  with 

such  profound  secrecy  and  with  such 

success,  that  thirty-five  thousand  fugi- 
tive slaves  are  said  to  have  reach  Cana- 

da from  the  slave  states  before  the  Civil 
War. 

Jamestown  for  several  years,  com- 
mencing about  1850,  was  one  of  these 

Underground  Railroad  stopping  places 
or  stations.  A  colony  of  about  one 
hundred  colored  people,  some  that  were 
born  free  and  some  that  were  runaway 

slaves,  resided  in  that  part  of  James- 
town known  as  Africa.  Here,  among 

his  own  race,  the  fugitive  found  a  safe 
haven  until  he  could  be  sent  forward 

to  Ellington  or  some  other  station  on 
the  route  to  Buffalo  and  Black  Rock 

where  he  could  cross  the  Niagara  River 
into  Canada.  Among  the  citizens  of 
Jamestown,  Silas  Shearman,  Phineas 

Crossman,  Dr.  William  Hedges,  Var- 
anes  Page  and  Mrs.  Catharine  Harris 
were  active  and  kind  in  assisting  the 

fugitive  slaves,  not  onlv  with  contribu- 
tions of  money,  but  in  bringing  them  to 

Jamestown,  harboring  and  then  send- 
ing them  on  their  way  to  freedom.  At 

one  time  nine  runaways  came,  at  an- 
other seventeen  were  harbored  and  fed. 

The  latter  becoming  alarmed  at  some 

approaching  white  men  scattered  in  a 

(1)  The  Storiims  were  respectable  col- 
ored people  of  the  town  of  Busti;  a  daugh- 

ter married  Lewis  Clark,  a  fugitive  slave 
residing  there,  from  whose  life  Mrs.  Stowe 

wild  panic.  Their  fears  having  been  al- 

layed, after  restin^-  awhile  they  went  on 
their  way.  Smaller  numbers  came  and 
went,  five  at  one  time,  six  at  another, 

and  often  a  single  fugitive  slave  would 
come  and  go. 

Another  branch  of  the  Underground 
Railroad  extended  along  the  Lake 
Shore  through  the  northern  part  of  the 
county,  and  terminated  at  the  Niagara 
River,  with  its  stations  at  Westfield. 

Cordova,  Fredonia  and  Cattaraugus 
Creek  where  E.  M.  Pettit,  the  author  of 

"Underground  Railroad  Sketches,"  was 
the  station  agent.  Mr.  Pettit  has  writ' 
ten  some  interesting  stories  and  told 
of  thrilling  incidents  of  fugitive  slaves 
who,  following  the  north  star,  passed 
over  this  and  other  routes  to  find  their 
freedom,  tie  has  told  of  the  offices  and 

stations,  of  the  engineers  and  conduc- 
tors, hotels  and  eating  houses  of  this 

unique  Railroad,  whose  business  has 
now  ceased,  its  offices  being  closed,  and 

the  road  itself  long  since  gone  to  de- cay. 

In  but  one  instance  was  a  runaway 
slave  taken  from  Chautauqua  County 

under  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law  and  car- 
ried back  into  captivity.  Not  long  after 

the  passage  of  that  law  seven  runaway 

negroes  from  the  State  of  A^irginia 
found  their  way  to  the  town  of  Busti. 
One  of  them  whose  name  was  Harrison 

Williams,  a  young  man  about  seventeen 

years  of  age,  who  had  come  in  Febru- 
ary or  March,  1851,  commenced  to  livf: 

in  the  family  of  William  Storum  (i). 
Another  of  these  fugitives  stopped  at 
the  house  of  Levi  Jones,  a  farmer 
of  that  town,  two  others  who  had  left 
their  wives  in  the  south,  returned  to 

Mrginia  hooing  to  rescue  them  from 
slavery,  but  were  themselves  captured 
and  induced  to  reveal  the  whereabouts 

of  the  negroes  above  mentioned,  who 

drew  one  of  her  characters  in  Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin;  and  a  grand-daughter  is  said  to  have 
married  a  son  of  Fred  Douglass. 
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remained  in  I'nsti.  Four  of  the  sever, 
succeeded  in  making  their  escape  to 
Canada. 

Early  one  September  morning  of  that 

year,  two  covered  carriages,  one  con- 
taining Dr.  Perritt,  the  owner  of  the 

slave  Harrison  Williams,  and  a  United 

States  Marshal,  the  other,  two  Deputy 
Sheriffs  of  the  county,  appeared  at  the 

house  of  Storum  and  found  there  Wil- 
liams milking  a  cow.  They  secured 

him  and  placed  him  in  the  carriage  with 
the  Marshal  and  drove  rapidly  away.  A 
man  on  horseback,  outspeeding  the 

carriage,  brought  the  news  to  James- 
town, reaching  Brooklyn  Snuare  before 

the  carriage  arrived,  soon  followed  by 
a  crowd  of  indignant  people  from  Busti. 

Great  excitement  ensued  in  James- 
town. The  people  rushed  into  the 

street  with  a  view  of  rescuing  the  ne- 

gro. The  local  officers  used  their  in- 
fluence to  quiet  the  disturbance,  and 

the  more  moderate  people  advised  them 
to  await  the  action  of  the  courts.  With 

great  difficulty  thev  restrained  the  peo- 
ple from  attempting  a  rescue.  The  time 

was  short  for  concerted  action,  and  the 

carriage  passed  through  Main  Street 

with  the  negro,  on  the  way  to  Buffalo. 

James  W.  Broadhead,  a  soldier  of  the 
Civil  War,  saw  Williams  at  Culpepper. 

Ya.,  in  1863.  He  was  then  taking  care 

of  the  horses  of  a  Union  General.  Wil- 
Hams  informed  Broadhead  that  he  was 

taken  back  from  Chautauqua  at  the  time 
mentioned,  and  sold  to  a  new  master 

in  Georgia.  That  his  new  master  and 
he  were  afterwards  captured  by  the 
Union  forces. 
When  the  United  States  Marshal 

came  to  Busti  as  we  have  related,  to 

arrest  Williams,  Levi  Jones  took 
alarm  and  gave  a  pocketbook  with 
money  in  it  to  the  negro  living  with 
him,  and  advised  him  to  flee  to  the 

woods,  which  he  did  and  escaped.  More 
than  three  years  afterwards,  this  negro 
returned  one  night  about  midnight  and 

gave  to  Mr.  Jones  the  same  pocket- 
book,  saying  that  there  was  more 
money  in  it  than  when  he  received  it ; 
that  to  avoid  discovery  he  had  slept  in 
barns  and  traveled  nights  to  return  the 
pocketbook  to  its  owner,  that  he  did 
not  dare  to  remain  with  Jones  for  fear 
of  capture.  He  then  immediately  left 
and  went  his  way  (2). 

It  was  with  much  difliculty  that  many 
of  the  colonies  were  influenced  to  adopt 
the  Constitution.  It  was  only  by  a 

compromise  of  conflicting  interests  that 
it  was  accomplished.  A  great  difificulty 
existed  with  reference  to  the  question 

of  slavery.  One  of  the  most  important 
concessions  iriade  by  the  North,  was 

contained  in  the  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution requiring  the  delivery  up  of  per- 

sons held  to  service  or  labor  escaping 
from  one  state  to  another.  Without 

this  provision  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  maintain  slavery  long  in  any 

state,  for  soon  slaves  escaped  by  thou- 
sands into  the  free  states,  and  Canada. 

Without  this  protection  to  slavery  it  is 

unlikely  that  the  southern  states  would 

ever  have  consented  to  adopt  the  Con- 
sitution.  At  that  time  the  northern 

states  were  willing  to  make  the  con- 
cession, for  they  all  recognized  the  in- 

stitution of  slavery ;  in  all  the  northern 
states  citizens  held  slaves.  Moreover 
it  was  believed  both  in  the  North  and 

in  the  South,  that  slavery  was  to  be  of 
short  duration.  The  leading  statesmen 
in  the  South  looked  forward,  with  as 

great  a  desire  for  the  extinction  of 

slavery  as  those  of  the  North,  and  be- 
gan to  shape  southern  sentiment  with 

a  view  to  that  result.  Then  came  EH 

Whitney  with  his  cotton  gin  ;  the  most 

important  in  its  results,  of  any  inven- 

(2)    C.  R.  Lockwood,  long  a  leading  law-     its  history,  has  written  a  full  account  of 
yer  of  Jamestown,  and  the  author  of  many     these  incidents, 
interesting  papers  and  sketches  relating  to 
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tion  ever  made  in  this  countrv.  Had  it 

not  been  for  the  cotton  gin  slavery 
would  have  expired  through  atrophy, 
and  there  would  have  been  no  Civil 

War.  The  cotton  gin  made  slave  labor 

profitable,  enhanced  the  value  of  slaves, 
and  made  their  escape  from  servitude 
of  serious  importance  to  the  South.  The 

Constitution  ex])ressly  required  the  re- 
turn of  runaway  slaves.  An  efficient 

Fugitive  Slave  Law  was  undoubtedly 

necessary  to  make  effective  this  provi- 
sion of  the  Constitution,  and  prevent  a 

universal  exodus  of  slaves  from  the 
slave  states.  But  when  it  became  a 
law  the  sentiment  of  the  North  had 

changed.  It  was  not  believed  that  man 
could  have  a  i:)roDerty  in  his  fellow  man. 
It  happened  that  the  Fugitive  Slave 
Law,  presented  the  most  odious  features 
of  slaverv  to  a  people  to  whom  it  was 
repugnant  in  its  mildest  form.  It  asked 
that  its  obnoxious  provisions  be  carried 

out  in  the  presence  and  with  the  ac|ui- 
escence  of  a  people  who  had  been 
taught  that  all  men  by  right  were  free 

and  equal.  They  were  instinctively  op- 
posed to  the  purposes  of  this  law,  and 

many  believed  that  to  enforce  it  was  a 
sin.  What  abstract  justice  there  may 
have  been  in  the  claims  of  the  South, 
that  under  the  Constitution  the  North 

had  guaranteed  the  return  of  the  fugi- 
tive slave,  no  other  result  could  be  ex- 

pected than  that  a  law  so  repugnant  to 
the  instincts  of  the  people  where  it  was 
to  be  enforced,  would  utterly  fail  of  its 
end. 

It  was  destined  that  the  agitation  of 
the  slavery  question  was  not  to  cease. 

March  3d,  1854,  the  Kansas-Nebraska 
Bill  passed  the  Senate.  It  provided  for 
the   erection   of  two   new   territories : 

(3)  Never  before  was  there  more  un- 
certainty as  to  the  right  course  that  an 

American  citizen  should  pursue  tlian  during 
this  period  of  political  chaos,  and  yet  not 
often  were  men  more  positive  or  dogmatic 
as  to  the  proper  thing  to  be  done,  or  more 
uncharitable  or  acrimonious  in  their  criti- 

cisms of  the  views  of  others.  The  anti- 
slavery  people  who  eventually  became  Re- 

Kansas  and  Nebraska,  to  be  divided  on 

the  fortieth  parallel  of  latitude.  The 
bill  permitted  the  inhabitants  of  such 
territories  to  decide  for  themselves 

whether  they  would  have  slavery  or  not 

there1)y  overruling  the  Missouri  Com-^ 
]M-omise  of  1820.  Intense  excitement 
followed  in  the  North,  and  meetings 

were  held  protesting  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  A  large  anti-Nebraska 

meeting  was  held  at  Jamestown  on  the 
8th  of  March,  of  which  Colonel  A.  F. 

Allen  was  president,  J.  W.  Fletcher  and 
C.  R.  Lockwood  secretaries.  It  was 

addressed  by  Madison  Burnell,  Richard 

P.  Marvin,  Colonel  Henry  Baker,  The- 
ron  Plumb  and  others  ;  letters  were  read 

from  John  P.  Hale,  Eli  Cook,  George 
W.  Patterson  and  Abner  Lewis,  and 

strong  resolutions  were  adopted.  March 

31  St  the  bill  became  a  law,  and  was  im- 
mediately followed  by  steps  in  the 

northern  states,  to  organize  a  new  and 
anti-slavery  party. 

The  passage  of  this  bill  permanently 
divided  the  Whig  Party  in  the  North ; 

a  portion  eventually  joined  the  anti- 
slavery  men  and  a  portion  the  Know 
Nothings,  who  now  assumed  the  name 

of  the  "American  Party."  Many  per- 
sons of  both  political  organizations 

were  impelled  to  ally  themselves  with 
the  latter,  in  hopes  that  the  new  issues 

might  divert  the  public  mind  from  the 
sectional  question  of  slavery,  and  thus 

avert  the  great  danger  that  was  threat- 
ening the  country.  Their  chief  additions 

were  eventually  made  from  the  Silver 
Grays,  or  conservative  portion  of  the 

Whig  Party,  who  foresaw  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Whigs,  but  were  unwilling 

to  join  either  the  Democrats  or  the 
anti-slavery  men  (3). 

publicans,  their  foes  called  "Freedom 
Shriekers."  The  Democrats  were  derisive- 

ly called  "Union  Savers"  and  the  "Know 
Nothings"  were  ridiculed  lor  their  religious 
intolerance  and  jealousy.  It  was  sarcastical- 

ly said  of  them  that  should  they  chance  to 
find  two  straws  in  the  street  laid  in  the 
form  of  a  cross,  it  would  be  sufficient  evi- 

dence to  them  of  a  Catholic  conspiracy. 
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Madison  Hnrnell  was  at  this  time  the 

a1)lcst  and  most  ])rominent  Whig  in 
Chautaiu|na  and  Cattarangus  Counties. 
Mr.  Bnrnell  was  1)orn  Fe1)ruary  loth, 
1810,  in  what  is  still  a  retired  part  of  the 
town  of  Charlotte,  less  than  three  years 

after  its  settlement.  His  youth  was 

spent  in  the  backwoods,  helping  to  clear 

his  father's  land,  following  the  plow 
and  sharing  in  the  toil  of  the  farm.  His 

opportunities  for  an  education  were 
limited  to  those  of  a  country  school 
district ;  one  half  term  at  Fredonia 

Academy,  and  a  term  at  Middleburg 
Academy  completed  it.  His  father  was 
a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  a  Methodist 
preacher.  His  library  consisted  of  a 

few  law  books,  some  religious  and  the- 
ological works.  To  most  young  men 

these  books  would  ofifer  but  little  men- 
tal entertainment,  but  Madison  studied 

them  with  zest,  and  read  all  the  other 
books  that  came  within  his  reach.  When 

about  twenty-one  vears  of  age  he  en- 
tered the  law  office  of  Marvin  and  War- 

ren in  Jamestown,  where  he  studied 
with  unusual  dilisrence  and  tried  cases 

in  Justice's  Court  with  ereat  success. 

Justice's  Court  lawyers  ui  those  days" 
were  troublesome  opponents.  They 
were  often  men  of  considerable  ability, 
keen  and  shrewd.  Young  Burnell  soon 
proved  to  be  more  than  a  match  for  the 
best  of  them.  When  he  was  admitted 

to  the  bar  and  commenced  practice  in 

the  higher  courts,  he  soon  became  the 
most  formidable  member  of  the  courts 

of  the  county.  He  had  great  versatil- 
ity as  a  lawyer.  He  was  particularly 

skilled  in  cross-examining  witnesses. 
He  had  a  thorough  knowledge  of  hum- 

an nature,  and  few  men  on  the  witness 
stand  corld  conceal  the  truth  under  his 

searching  and  ingenious  questioning. 

His  power  as  an  advocate  was  extraor- 
dinary. No  one  has  been  so  sucessful 

at  the  Chautauqua  County  Bar  before 

a  jur}'.  When  his  sympathies  were 
awakened  he  could  appeal  with  great 

power  to  the  synij^athies  of  the  jury.  He 
was  formidable  in  argument  whether 
discussing  law  or  reviewing  facts.  But 
it  was  for  his  powers  of  invective  that 

he  was  most  distinguished.  He  de- 

spised a  liar  and  a  fraud.  In  a  case  in- 
volving the  turpitude  of  a  party  or  wit- 

ness his  sharp  invective  would  pierce 
the  thickest  skin,  and  make  the  most 
hardened  villain  wince.  One  would 

sometimes  almost  pity  the  rascal 

against  whom  his  wrath  was  unloosed, 
and  feel  that  the  scorching  arraignment 

inflicted  by  Mr.  Burnell  was  ample  pun- 

ishment for  his  offense.  Mr.  Burnell's 
language  was  not  always  the  most  pol- 

ished, but  always  strong  and  effective. 

His  power  over  juries  became  so  su- 
preme that  Judge  Sill  once  remarked  in 

open  court  that  ''There  is  no  lawyer  at 
the  bar  that  can  cope  with  him ;  the 

facility  with  which  he  makes  himself  be- 
lieve that  his  cause  is  just,  causes  his 

influence  with  the  jury  to  be  danger- 
ously great,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 

court  to  prevent  what  may  become  a 

perversion  of  justice." 
No  case  was  so  unimportant,  even 

before  a  backwoods  Justice,  as  not  to 
command  all  his  efforts.  He  had  dis- 

trust of  his  own  powers  and  would  ap- 

proach an  important  trial  with  misgiv- 

inp-s.  Not  until  the  case  opened,  was 

he  fully  himself ;  ''then  the  lion  that  was 
in  him  came  out  of  his  lair,  shook  him- 

self, and  stood  in  all  the  proud  majesty 

of  his  legal  strength." 
He  took  deep  interest  in  public  ques- 

tions and  was  one  of  the  most  popular 

political  speakers  in  Western  New 

York,  being  always  a  favorite  in  his  own 
county.  His  political  friends  sought 
and  followed  his  advice,  having  perfect 
faith  in  his  disinterestedness,  and  in  the 

wisdom  of  his  judgment.  While  ready 
to  assist  those  he  thought  worthy,  he 

never  sought  office  for  himself ;  he  was 

not  willing  to  compromise  his  sense  of 

honor  by  resorting  to  the  ordinary  me- 
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thods  of  politicians  to  obtain  it.  He  was 

twice  elected  to  the  Assembly  and  this 

was  the  only  office  ever  held  by  him. 
He  was  plain  and  sincere  in  his  address, 
and  democratic  and  unassuming  in  his 
manners.  He  measured  men  by  their 
merits  without  regard  to  their  wealth 
or  station,  and  was  in  a  true  sense  an 

honest  man.  He  had  decided  convic- 
tions and  strong  prejudices.  His  chief 

failing  was  that  he  was  often  too  bitter 

and  unduly  severe  towards  those  he 
though  dishonest  or  disingenuous. 

Mr.  Burnell  was  now  the  logical  can- 
didate for  Member  of  Congress  of  the 

Whigs  for  this  Congressional  District, 
and  in  the  ordinary  course  of  events  he 
would  have  been  nominated  and  elected 

at  least  by  the  usual  majority,  but  he 
was  a  Silver  Gray  and  his  conservative 

views  upon  the  slavery  question  antag- 
onized those  of  his  party  who  were  rad- 

ically opposed  to  slavery. 

At  the  Whig  congressional  conven- 
tion held  at  Forestville  on  the  13th  of 

October,  Francis  S.  Edwards  of  Fre- 

donia,  a  prominent  and  able  lawyer,  was 

chosen  Chairman.  The  ten  delegates 

from  Chautauqua  County  were  zealous- 
ly in  favor  of  Mr.  Burnell,  as  were  two 

of  the  delegrates  from  Cattaraugus 

County,  but  the  remaining  delegates 

from  the  latter  county  were  opposed  to 

him  and  some  even  threatened  open  re- 
volt if  Le  were  nominated.  Mr.  Burnell 

was  conscious  of  the  unsettled  state  of 

the  public  mind,  he  foresaw  that  a  po- 
litical revolution  was  impending  in 

which  the  Americans  and  the  new  anti- 

slavery  element  were  to  play  an  import- 
ant part,  and  was  unwilling  to  join  in 

the  political  scramble  that  was  sure  to 
follow,  and  for  which  he  had  no  taste 

and  therefore  did  not  press  his  nomina- 
tion. Forty-two  ballots  were  taken  in 

which  the  delegates  from  Chautauqua 
County  voted  for  Mr.  Burnell,  and  the 
Cattaraugus  delegates  for  Austin  Smith 

of  Westfield.    The  convention  adjourn- 

ed, without  making  a  nomination,  to 

Little  Valley,  when  G.  W.  Patterson, 
formerly  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the 

State,  was  nominated  for  Congress,  Mr, 
Burnell  having  withdrawn. 

At  a  (Soft)  Democratic  congression- 
al convention,  held  at  Little  Valley  on 

the  26th  of  October,  Reuben  E.  Fenton 

was  nominated  for  Congress  by  accla- 
mation. Mr.  Fenton  also  saw  that  a 

political  revolution  was  imminent,  with 
uncertain  results,  and  in  a  letter  which 

was  read  at  the  convention,  declined 
the  nomination  as  Mr.  Burnell  had  done 

before  in  the  Whig  convention  ;  there- 
upon the  convention  nominated  the 

Hon.  W.  P.  Angell,  a  distinguished  and 
able  Democrat  of  Cattaraugus  County. 

The  divided  sentiment  in  each  of  the 

parties  with  respect  to  the  slavery  ques- 

tion caused  a  portion  of  each  to  be  dis- 
satisfied with  the  candidates  nominat- 

ed. Many  Whigs,  particularly  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  were  also 

disappointed  that  Burnell  had  not  been 
made  the  candidate  of  the  party.  It 
was  claimed  also  that  a  letter  had  been 

received  in  the  countv,  from  a  ])romi- 
nent  leader  of  the  Whig  Party  at  Al- 

bany, which  demanded  that  Burnell 

should  not  be  nominated,  and  if  nomi- 
nated that  he  should  be  defeated.  This 

had  the  efifect  to  exasperate  his  friends. 

Accordingly  on  the  Wednesday  preced- 
ing the  election,  Francis  S.  Edwards,  in 

a  secret  meeting  of  Americans  held  in 
Dunkirk  was  named  as  a  candidate  for 

Congress  but  not  until  it  was  learned 
that  Mr.  Burnell  would  not  accept  the 
nomination.  Mr.  Edwards  was  present 
at  this  meeting  and  strongly  objected 
but  his  nomination  was  persisted  in,  anci 
he  was  announced  as  the  American  or 

Independent  candidate,  and  his  election 
was  thereupon  energetically  advocated 
bv  the  Fredonia  Advertiser,  then  edited 

by  L.  L.  Pratt.  During  the  few  days 
before  election  great  uncertainty  and 
doubt  existed  as  to  the  result,  for  Know 

Xothingism  was  at  this  time  an  un- 
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known  quantit}'.  Each  of  the  old  par- 
ties preferred  the  snccess  of  their  old 

enemy  to  that  of  the  new  foe ;  there- 
fore Governor  Patterson  and  Mr.  An- 

gell  and  several  leading  citizens,  accord- 

ing to  the  Fredonia  Advertiser,  "with 
a  zeal  that  knew  no  Sunday"  met  at  the 
residence  of  Mr,  Fenton  in  Frewsburg 
on  that  day,  and  but  a  few  days  before 
election.  There  it  was  agreed  that  Mr. 
Patterson  and  Mr.  Angell  should  both 
withdraw  and  that  Mr.  Fenton  should 

be  substituted  as  a  People's  candidate 
for  Congress.  An  address  was  signed 

by  members  of  both  parties  recom- 
mending his  election. 

Whigs  and  Democrats  who  had  but  a 

short  time  before  through  their  dele- 

gates, duly  placed  in  nomination  as  can- 
didates for  Congress  men  of  the  high- 

est character,  now,  and  but  a  few  days 
before  the  election,  found  themselves,  to 
their  astonishment,  without  candidates. 

They  were  suddenly  surprised  to  find 

all  at  once  two  prominent  citizens  stand- 
ing as  candidates  for  Congress,  neither 

of  whom  represented  any  distinct  po- 
litical organization,  and  neither  of  them 

having  obtained  their  nomination 

through  regular  delegates  representing 
a  party.  During  the  few  days  before 
election  a  novel  and  energetic  campaign 
was  pressed  by  both  candidates  ending 

in  the  remarkable  and  unexpected  re- 
sult of  the  election  of  Edwards  over 

Fenton  by  the  extraordinary  majority 

of  thirteen  hundred  twenty-eight  in 
Chautauqua  County,  and  six  hiuidred 

thirty-four  in  Cattaraugus,  making  nine- 
teen hundred  sixty-tv/o  in  both  coun- 

ties. 

At  the  secret  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
cans held  in  Dunkirk  after  Mr.  Burnell 

declined  the  nomination  of  Congress- 
man, a  delegate  was  sent  to  Ebenezer 

A.  Lester  of  Fredonia,  an  able  man, 

long  a  leader  and  high  in  the  esteem 

of  the  Democratic  Party,  asking  him  to 
accept  the  nomination,  requiring  of  him 

little  or  no  concession  from  his  Demo- 
cratic views.  Mr.  Lester  declined, 

saying  that  however  much  he  would  ap- 
])reciate  the  honor  of  an  election  to  so 

honorable  an  office,  he  could  not  accept 
a  nomination  which  would  require  a 

sacrifice  of  his  ideas,  to  secure  an  elec- 
tion from  a  party  whose  views  he  did 

not  represent.  Had  he  accepted  the 
nomination  he  would  undoubtedlv  have 

been  elected.  He  was  made  the  candi- 
date of  the  Hards  for  Congress  and 

polled  but  two  hundred  forty-one  votes 
in  Chautauqua  County. 

Mr.  Burnell,  it  would  seem  by  the 

fact  of  his  declining  the  Whig  nomina- 
tion, believed  that  there  would  be  suf- 

ficient defection  from  the  ranks  of  his 

party  to  defeat  him.  Mr.  Fenton,  at  the 
time  he  declined  the  Democrat] nomi- 

nation, believed  also  that  he  could  not 
be  elected.  When  Mr.  Edwards  was 
announced  as  a  candidate  so  short  a 

time  before  the  election,  neither  Mr, 

Edwards  nor  many  of  his  friends  be- 
lieved that  he  would  be  chosen. 

When  Patterson  and  Angell  both 
withdrew  in  favor  of  Fenton,  the  latter 
must  have  been  confident  of  his  election, 

as  he  accepted  the  nomination  without 
hesitation.  No  better  evidence  is  re- 

quired of  the  uncertain  and  chaotic 

state  of  the  public  mind,  when  long- 
established  political  organizations  are 

broken  up,  than  that  such  shrewd  poli- 
ticians as  Mr.  Fenton,  and  such  saga- 

cious and  experienced  men  as  Patter- 
son, Ano-ell  and  Burnell  should  have 

judged  so  erroneously  as  to  the  result. 

Had  Mr.  Burnell  accepted  the  nomi- 
nation from  the  Whigs  or  the  Ameri- 

cans it  is  more  than  likely  that  he  would 
have  been  elected.  The  position  that 
he  had  already  taken  against  the  repeal 
of  the  Missouri  Compromise  would 
have  secured  his  return.  Had  such 

been  the  case,  it  is  likely  that  the  poli- 
tical fortunes  of  both  Mr.  Burnell  and 

Mr.  Fenton  would  have  been  materially 
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affected.  It  is  likely  also  that  the  fu- 
ture political  history  of  the  county  and 

of  the  congressional  district  would  have 
been  materially  affected  thereby. 

F.  S.  Edwards,  now  elected  to  Con- 
gress by  the  new  born  party,  was  born 

in  1 817.  He  was  educated  at  Hamilton 
College  and  admitted  to  the  bar  iii  1840, 

in  New  York  City.  He  first  practiced 
law  in  Sherburn  and  Albany,  moved  to 
Fredonia  in  1851  and  afterwards  to 

Dunkirk.  In  both  places  he  practiced 
law  with  success.  He  was  an  able  ad- 

vocate and  counsellor  and  stood  in  the 

front  rank  in  his  county  in  his  profes- 
sion. He  discontinued  ])ractice  in  1892 

and  was  afterwards  Police  Jusice  for 
the  city  of  Dunkirk. 

The  result  of  the  election  in  the  state 

was  that  Myron  H.  Clark  was  elected 

Governor.  The  vote  in  the  County  of 
Chautauqua  was  as  follows :  Daniel 

Ullman,  the  American  candidate,  re- 

ceived forty-five  hundred  nineteen 
votes,  Myron  H.  Clark,  Whig,  twenty- 
seven  hundred  eighty-nine,  Horatio 
Seymour  regular  Democratic  candidate, 

thirteen  hundred  forty-one.  Green  C. 
Bronson,  (hard)  Democrat,  three  hun- 

dred seventy-seven,  and  William  Good- 
ell  seven  votes.  The  American  candi- 

date for  Governor  of  a  party  that  had 
an  existence  less  than  a  year,  received 
in  Chautauqua  County  five  more  votes 
than  all  the  others  for  that  ofifice.  Rich- 

ard P.  Marvin  was  elected  Justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  Samuel  Whallon 
and  Francis  W.  Palmer  to  the  Assem- 

bly, Albert  Richmond,  Surrogate,  Mil- 
ton Smith,  Sheriff,  and  Hanson  A.  Ris- 

ley.  County  Clerk,  all  xAmericans,  and 
John  G.  Hinckley  of  Westfield,  an 
American,  was  chosen  Chairman  of  the 

Board  of  Supervisors. 

During  all  the  year  1855  political  ex- 
citement continued  to  run  very  high, 

The  troubles  in  Kansas  where  the  Anti- 

Slavery  and  Pro-Slavery  Parties  were 
struggling   for   supremacy,  intensified 

the  public  interest  in  ])olitical  affairs. 

The  growing  sentiment  for  the  time  be- 
ing in  favor  of  the  doctrines  of  the 

American  Party,  excited  still  farther 
attention.  A  public  meeting  of  citizens 
of  the  county  was  held  on  the  22nd  of 

l^>bruary,  1855,  at  Mayville  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  principles  and  aims  of  that 

part}-.  This  meeting  was  composed  of 
Whigs  and  Democrats.  Abram  Dixon 
of  Westfield  was  chosen  Chairman. 

Stephen  Snow  and  J.  S.  Phillips,  Secre- 
taries. The  meeting  was  addressed  by 

Alvin  Plumb  and  others.  The  com- 
mittee on  resolutions  consisting  of 

George  W.  Patterson,  John  M.  Edson, 
Emery  F.  Warren,  Niram  Sackett  and 

John  H.  Pray,  three  Whigs  and  two 
Dem(3crats,  reported  resolutions  which 

were  adopted.  These  resolutions  ig- 
nored old  party  lines.  They  expressed 

alarm  at  the  organization  of  political 
secret  societies,  whose  members  were 

sworn  to  vote  for  members  of  their  or- 
der for  all  political  offices  ;  denounced 

the  efforts  that  were  being  made  to  dis- 

courage immigration  as  "unwise  and 
reprehensible,"  declared  slavery  10  be  a 
state  institution  that  "cannot  exist  in 

the  absence  of  special  enactments." 
They  approved  of  a  tariff  for  revenue 

affording  incidental  protection,  and  re- 
commended that  an  organization  be 

formed  in  the  several  towns  of  citizens 

opposed  to  secret  political  societies. 

This  effort  to  stem  the  tide  of  Ameri- 
canism in  Chautauqua  County  was 

wholly  ineffectual. 

At  the  town  meetings  held  in  March, 

the  Know  Nothings  came  out  in  full 

force  and  v€)ted  with  remarkable  una- 

nimity, seldom  erasing  a  name  from 

the  ticket,  with  the  result  that  twenty- 

two  of  the  twenty-five  Supervisors  elect- 

ed were  Know  Nothings.  An  over- 

whelming majority  of  the  lesser  officers 
elected  in  the  towns  were  of  like  faith. 

Never  before  or  since  has  the  official 

power  of  the  county  down  to  the  small 
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est  office,  been  so  completely  in  the 

possession  of  one  ])arty  as  at  this  time. 

The  canse  of  the  American  Party 

was  enthnsiastically  and  a1)ly  pioneered 

by  L.  L.  Pratt  in  the  Fredonia  Adver- 
tiser, and  l)y  the  Jamestown  jonrnal 

edited  hv  Frank  Palmer.  The  colnmns 

of  l)oth  of  those  papers  dnring  the  year 
were  filled  with  strong  and  aggressive 

articles  maintaining  the  views  of  the 
Americans,  they  were  all  Whig  papers. 

The  Jamestown  Democrat  and  the  May- 
ville  Sentinel  both  Democratic  papers, 

and  the  Fredonia  Censor,  Whig,  strong- 
ly opposed  the  Know  Nothings  and 

their  principles. 

At  the  fall  elections  the  Know  Noth- 

ings polled  thirty-five  hundred  sixty- 
fonr  votes  ;  the  Republicans  thirty-four 
hundred  twenty  ;  Hard  Democrats  sev- 

en hundred  sixty-four,  and  the  Soft 
Democrats  four  hundred  six.  Samuel 

S.  Whallon  of  Mayville,  the  American 
candidate  for  Canal  Commissioner,  was 

elected.  He  was  the  second  state  offi- 
cer chosen  from  this  county.  Mt 

Whallon  was  born  in  Argyle,  Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y.,  in  1804.  At  thq 

age  of  eight  years  he  came  to  Mayville 
where  he  became  a  leading  merchant. 

He  received  only  a  common  school  ed- 
ucation, but  W9S  a  man  of  character  and 

capacity.  Before  he  was  elected  Canal 
Commissioner  he  had  filled  town  offices 

of  his  own  town,  and  served  one  term 

as  Member  of  Assembly.  He  died  dur- 
ing his  term  as  Canal  Commissioner, 

on  the  6th  of  July,  1858.  Richard  P. 
Marvin  was  chosen  at  this  election 

Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Those 
opposed  to  the  Know  xMothings  united 
on  a  county  ticket.  Among  the  county 
officers  elected  was  Milton  Smith  for 

Sheriff,  Hanson  A.  Risley,  County 
Clerk,  Henry  A.  Prendergast  to  the 

Assembly  in  the  First  Assembly  Dis- 
trict. The  officers  so  elected  were  all 

Fusion  candidates.  Albert  Richmond 

was  chosen  Surrogate  and  Smith  P)erry 

was  elected  to  the  Assembly  in  the  Sec- 
ond Assembly  District.  Both  were 

Know  Nothings. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  February,  1856,  the 

Know  Nothings  first  assembled  in  a 
National  Convention  at  Philadelphia, 
and  adopted  the  name  of  National 
Americans,  and  a  platform  of  which  the 

principal  feature  was  that  the  Ameri- 
cans should  rule  America.  They  nomi- 

nated Millard  Fillmore  for  President-. 

The  Republians  assembled  also  in  a  Na- 
tional convention  for  the  first  time. 

They  met  in  Philadelphia  in  June  of  the 

same  year,  and  nominated  John  C.  Fre- 
mont for  President. 

Now  the  weaning  strength  of  the 

American  I^arty  in  the  county  began 

to  appear.  At  the  tow^n  meetings  in 
February  a  majority  of  the  Supervisors 

elected  were  Republicans.  The  Amer- 
icans, however,  contested  the  presiden- 

tial election  which  occurred  this  year 
with  considerable  vigor.  L.  L.  Pratt  of 
the  Fredonia  Advertiser  championed 

their  cause.  Daniel  Ullman,  their  can- 
didate for  Governor,  addressed  a  meet- 

ing of  that  party  at  Jamestown  in  Sep- 
tember. The  Republicans  received  largo 

accessions  to  their  numbers.  They  had 

mass  meetings  during  the  campaign  in 
various  parts  of  the  county.  Cassius 

M.  Clay  and  Joshua  R.  Giddings  ad- 
dressed a  meeting  in  Fredonia,  and 

Martin  Grover  another  at  Dunkirk. 

The  Jamestown  Journal  supported  the 
Republican  ticket  during  the  campaign. 

At  this  election  seven  thousand  thirty- 
seven  votes  were  cast  for  Fremont.. 
The  American  vote  fell  far  below  that 

of  the  Republicans  ;  only  two  thousand 

seventeen  votes  were  polled  for  Fill- 

more, eighteen  hundred  forty-seven 
were  cast  for  Buchanan,  the  Democrat- 

ic candidate. 

Reuben  E.  Fenton,  now  a  Republi- 
can, was  elected  to  Congress  over 

Francis  S.  Edwards,  American,  and 

Caleb  J.  Allen  of  Sinclairville,  Demo- 
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crat.  John  F.  Smith  was  elected  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  Henry  A.  Prenclergast 

and  Isaac  George  to  the  Assembly. 

At  the  election  in  the  fall  of  1857  the 
vote  for  the  American  Party  showed  a 
great  decrease  compared  with  the  votes 

of  the  other  two  parties.  The  Repnbli- 
cans  polled  for  the  state  ticket  forty-one 
hundred  ninty-three  votes  ;  the  Demo- 

crats seventeen  hundred  thirty-seven, 
the  Americans  but  twelve  hundred 

twenty-seven.  The  Democrats  and 
Americans  fused  upon  a  county  ticket. 
Henry  Bliss  and  Charles  B.  Green  were 
elected  to  the  Assembly. 

The  election  in  1858  was  unimportant. 
Reuben  E.  Fenton  was  re-elected  to 

Congress,  William  Vorce  was  elected 
Sheriff  and  Theron  S.  Blv  County 
Clerk. 

In  the  election  of  1859,  the  Demo- 
crats, Americans  and  some  disappointed 

Republicans  united  upon  a  People's 
ticket  in  the  county.  James  H.  Lee  was 
nominated  for  Senator,  Selden  Marvin, 

District  Attorney,  Worthy  Putnam, Sur- 
rogate, Harlow  Crissey  and  Chauncey 

Abbey,  Members  of  Assembly.  The  Re- 
publicans succeeded  and  Walter  L.  Ses- 

sions was  elected  Senator  for  the  first 

time,  Abner  Hazeltine,  County  Judge. 
William  O.  Stevens,  District  Atiorney 

-  Ebenezer  G.  Cook,  and  Hiram  Smith 

2d,  to  the  Assembly  and  George  A. 

Green  Surrogate.  The  Surrogate's  of- 
fice during  the  terms  of  Surrogates 

Orton  Clark,  E.  F.  Warren  and  Albert 

JR^ichmond  (eleven  consecutive!  years) 

commencing-  with  1848,  had  been  in  the 
village  of  Sinclairville.  It  was  now 
moved  to  Mayville. 

i860  was  the  presidential  year.  The 
high  pitch  which  Dublic  excitement  had 
reached ;  the  grave  issues  involved, 
made  the  election  now  about  to  occur, 

the  most  important  of  any  since  the 
foundation  of  the  government.  The 
destiny  of  the  nation  was  at  stake. 

Slavery  was  the  sole  subject  of  con- 

tention. Four  parties  were  in  the  field 
maintaining  dififerent  views  regarding 
this  question.  The  Constitutional  Un- 

ion Party,  formerly  known  as  the  Amer- 
ican or  Know  Nothing  Party,  iield  its 

national  convention  at  Baltimore  in  May 
and  nominated  John  Bell  of  Tennessee 
for  President,  and  Edward  Everett  for 

Vice  President.  Although  it  was  appar- 

ent that  slavery  was  to  be  the  pre-emi- 
nent question  in  this  election,  yet  this 

party  in  view  of  the  existing  excitement, 
and  the  danger  that  was  threatening  the 
country,  believed  it  to  be  the  part  of 
patriotism  and  wisdom,  to  ignore  the 

exciting  question  of  slavery.  They  de- 

clared that  they  recognized  "No  politi- 
cal principles  other  than  the  Constitu- 

tion of  the  country,  the  union  of  the 

states  and  the  enforcement  of  the  laws." 
The  Democratic  Party  divided  on  the 

slavery  question.  The  Northern  Demo- 
crats in  Convention  held  in  Baltimore 

in  June  nominated  Stephen  A.  Douglas 
of  Illinois  for  President  and  Benjamin 

Fitzpatrick  of  Alabama  for  \Tce  Presi- 
dent. Fitzpatrick  declined  and  Her- 

schel  V.  Johnson  of  Georgia  was  sub- 
stituted by  the  national  committee. 

This  wing  of  the  Democratic  Party 

sought  a  middle  course  between  the  ex- 
treme northern  and  southern  views,  and 

hoped  thereby  to  avoid  the  danger  of 
a  disruption  of  the  Union.  Although 
it  resolved  to  abide  by  the  decisions  of 

the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
on  questions  of  constitutional  law,  it  did 
not  abandon  the  doctrine  of  popular 

sovereignty  of  which  Douglas  was  the 

great  exponent.  It  held  that  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  in  a  territory  should  be 

left  solely  to  the  people  of  the  territory 

to  adopt  or  reject  as  they  should  choose. 

Late  in  June  the  southern  wing  of  the 

Democratic  Party  assembled  at  Balti- 
more and  nominated  John  C.  Brecken- 

ridge  of  Kentucky  for  President  and 

Joseph  Lane  of  Oregon  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent.   Placing  themselves  on  the  Dred 
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Scot  Decision,  thc\'  avowed  in  their 
platform  the  rii^ht  to  carry  slavery  into 

a  territor}'  and  that  it  was  a  duty  of  the 
federal  government  to  protect  it  there 
while  it  remained  a  territory. 

The  Republicans  met  in  a  national 

convention  at  Chicago  in  May  and  nom- 
inated Abraham  Lincoln  for  President 

and  Hannibal  Hamlin  of  Maine  for  Vice 

President.  In  their  platform  they  de- 

nied the  "authority  of  Congress  or  of  a 
Territorial  Legislature  or  of  any  in- 

dividuals to  give  legal  existence  to 

slavery  in  any  territory  of  the  Cnited 

States." 
And  now  ensued  a  campaign  of  in- 

tense political  excitement.  It  was  un- 
rivalled by  any  that  had  ever  occurred 

in  the  history  of  the  nation.  The  best 

talent  of  the  country  was  enlisted.  Be- 
sides the  leading  political  orators,  such 

men  as  Wendell  Phillips  and  Henry 

Ward  Beecher  in  the  North,  and  Wil- 
liam L.  Yancey  in  the  South  took  the 

platform.  In  some  portions  of  the 
South,  the  idea  of  secession  should 
Lincoln  be  elected  was  fully  discussed. 
This  intensified  the  feeling  and  excited 
interest  in  the  result. 

A  Democratic  state  convention  was 

held  at  LTica,  at  which  the  Union  elec- 

tors, representing  the  three  parties  op- 
posed to  the  Republicans,  were  chosen. 

An  American  county  convention  had 

been  held  at  Mayville,  which  was  divid- 
ed in  opinion  whether  delegates  should 

be  sent  to  the  Democratic  convention 
held  at  Utica.  Col.  A.  F.  Allen  and  P. 

S.  Cottle  opposed  sending  delegates ; 
William  A.  P)arden,  a  talented  young 
lawyer  of  Fredonia,  favored  doing  so 
and  was  supported  by  L.  L.  Pratt,  the 
editor  of  the  Fredonia  Advertiser,  and 
Colonel  Swift.  Those  that  favored 

sending  delegates  prevailed. 

In  Chautauqua  County  the  campaign 
was  pushed  with  vigor  by  all  parties. 

The  Republicans  evinced  the  most  en- 
thusiasm.   Political  meetings  were  held 

in  almost  every  village  and  hamlet,  and 
in  the  schoolhouses  of  many  of  the 

school  districts  of  the  county.  The  Re- 
publicans organized  clubs  of  Wide 

Awakes.  They  wore  regulation  caps 

and  capes,  and  paraded  at  their  rallies 
bearing  torches  at  night.  The  long  line 
of  torches  made  a  brilliant  sight. 

Early  in  the  campaign  in  the  month 

of  June,  a  large  Republican  meeting 
was  held  at  Dunkirk.  George  Barker 

presided,  and  the  meeting  was  addressed 
by  Charles  D.  Norton  and  A.  C.  Clapp 
of  Buffalo.  Over  two  hundred  Wide 
Awakes  from  Fredonia  and  Dunkirk 

were  in  line.  John  P.  Hale  of  New 

Hampshire  and  F.  W.  Palmer  ad- 
dressed eight  or  ten  thousand  people 

at  a  Republican  mass  meeting  in  James- 
town. Soon  after,  Judge  Culver  ad- 
dressed another  large  Republican  meet- 

ing in  that  place.  Still  later  ex-Gover- 
nor Ford  of  Ohio  addressed  another 

Republican  meeting  at  the  same  place. 

The  great  Republican  meeting  of  the 
campaign  was  held  a  few  days  before 
election  at  Fredonia.  Fifteen  thousand 

people  were  present,  and  were  address- 
ed by  William  H.  Seward  and  ex-Gox- 

ernor  Ford  of  Ohio.  Six  hundred  Wide 

Awakes  paraded. 

Other  prominent  Republican  speak- 
ers visited  the  county.  Among  them 

was  Butler  G.  Noble,  who  addressed 

meetings  at  Dunkirk,  Westfield,  May- 

ville, Jamestown,  Fredonia  and  Forest- 
ville.  Of  the  local  speakers  were  Aus- 

tin Smith,  John  F.  Smith,  Reuben  E. 
Fenton,  George  Barker,  James  M. 

Brown,  James  Parker  and  C.  R.  Lock- 
wood. 

L^nion  meetings  of  those  opposed  to 
the  election  of  Lincoln,  were  also  held 

in  the  county  during  the  campaign. 

October  3rd  Washington  Hunt,  ex- 
Governor  of  New  York,  and  Madison 

Burnell  addressed  a  meeting  at  James- 
town. Mr.  Burnell  addressed  other 

meetings  in  the  county.    He  was  one  of 
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the  strongest  and  most  popular  politi- 
cal speakers  that  appeared  on  the  stump 

in  the  campaign.  James  O.  Pntman 

and  Judge  Lucius  P.  Marsh  of  Ohio  ad- 
dressed a  union  meeting  at  Jamestown- 

as  also  did  E.  C).  Perrin  at  the  same 

place. 
The  leading  Republican  papers  of 

the  county  were  the  Jamestown  Journal 

and  the  Fredonia  Censor.  The  oppos- 

ing papers  were  the  Fredonia  Adver- 
tiser, Mayville  Sentinel  and  the  Press 

and  Argus  of  Dunkirk. 

The  campaign  closed  with  the  elec- 
tion of  Lincoln  and  Hamlin.    In  Chau- 

tauqua County  the}'  received  eighty- 
four  hundred  eighty-one  votes.  The 

L^nion  Electors  thirtv-six  hundred  sev- 
enty votes.  Reuben  E.  Fenton  was 

elected  to  Congress.  Henry  A.  Pren- 
dergast  was  elected  to  the  Assembly 
in  the  First  District,  and  Hiram  Smith, 
2(1,  in  the  Second  District,  all  of  whom 

were  Republicans.  At  a  meeting  of  the 

!)oard  of  Supervisors  held  in  the  fall, 

(jeorge  W.  Patterson  was  chosen  Chair- 
man and  Elias  H.  Jenner  Clerk.  James 

Parker,  Republican,  the  able  and  vigor- 
ous editor  of  the  Jamestown  Democrat, 

was  elected  presidential  elector  for 
Chautauciua  and  Cattaraugus  Counties, 



CHAPTER  XV. 

THE  CIVIL  WAR. 

i86t— 1865. 

"Why  such  daily  cast  of  brazen  cannon, 
And  foreign  mart  of    implements  of  war?" — Hamlet. 

On  the  1 6th  of  February,  1861,  Abra- 
ham Lincohi  passed  through  the  village 

of  Dunkirk  on  his  way  to  Washington 

to  assume  the  authority  of  Chief  Mag- 
istrate of  the  nation,  to  which  the  peo- 

ple had  called  him.  All  eyes  were  turn- 
ed upon  that  journey,  made  while  a 

deep  gloom  hung  over  and  fearful  fore- 
bodings filled  the  land ;  while  states 

were  seceding  and  black  specters  of 

war  were  rising  everywhere.  Lincoln's 
journey  from  his  home  at  Springfield ; 
his  travel  by  night  from  Harrisburg  to 

Washington  to  avoid  apprehended  dan- 
gers in  Baltimore,  are  momentous  his- 
toric events.  We  scarcely  appreciate 

the  importance  that  will  some  day  1)e 

.-^iven  in  the  annals  of  our  county  to 
the  short  stop  he  made  at  Dunkirk  011 
that  warm  February  day.  A  great 

crowd  of  people  had  gathered  from  far 
and  near  to  greet  him,  as  the  train  drew 
into  the  depot.  The  car  containing  the 
President  and  his  party  stopped  just 
east  of  the  center  of  Lion  Street.  Lin- 

coln as  he  stood  beneath  the  American 

Flag  at  the  west  end  of  the  car,  made 

a  brief,  simple  and  impressive  speech,  it. 

the  course  of  which  he  said,  "Standing 
here  beneath  the  flag  of  our  country, 

will  you  stand  by  me  while  I  stand  b)' 

that  flag?"  The  people  promised.  But 
few  of  all  the  multitude  that  was  gath- 

ered there  that  day,  realized  what  a 
great  cost  of  blood  and  treasure  was 

implied  in  that  promise.  The  four  years 
that  followed  that  event,  next  to  the 

years  of  war  for  American  Independ- 
ence, were  the  most  memorable  in  the 

history  of  the  nation. 
1861  began  with  the  secession  of  the 

southern  states.  On  the  12th  of  April 

of  that  year  the  great  Civil  War  com- 
menced. General  Beauregard  on  that 

day  opened  fire  upon  Fort  Sumter.  On 
the  14th  it  surrendered.  On  the  15th 

President  Lincoln  issued  his  proclama- 

tion calling  for  seventy-five  thousand 
men  for  three  months.  The  whole 

country  was  thrown  into  the  wildest 
excitement.  In  ever}^  city,  town  and 

village  in  the  North  the  banner  of  the 
Union  was  raised.  When  the  exciting 

news  reached  Chautauqua  County  pub- 
lic meetings  were  immediately  held  to 

enlist  volunteers  and  to  raise  money  for 

the  support  of  their  families.  At  Fre- 
donia  a  public  meeting  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  the  20th.  It  was  addressed 

by  Oscar  W.  Johnson,  Frederick  A. 
Redington,  George  Barker,  Lorenzo 
Morris,  Ezra  S.  Ely,  Orson  Stiles  and 

George  Cranston.  Patriotic  resolu- 
tions were  passed  and  two  thousand 

eight  hundred  seventy  dollars  was  sub- 
scribed to  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  the 

families  of  the  volunteers.  On  the  29th 

a  great  mass  meeting  was  held  in  James- 
town. The  stores  and  business  places 

were  closed  and  flags  were  universally 
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displayed.    Samuel  A.  Brown  was  chos- 

en president  of  the    meeting-;  Horace 
Allen,   Jehiel   Tiffany,    Levi  Barrows, 
Sardius  Steward,  D.  G.  Powers,  I3aniel 
Williams,  John  A.  Hall,  Emri  Davis. 

David  Wilbur,  H.  N.  Thornton,  John 

Markham  and  S.  E.  Palmer  vice-presi- 
dents.    The    meeting    was  addresseci 

with  patriotic     and  effective  speeches 
1)y  its  president,  H^on.  k.  P.  Marvin. 
Rev.  S.  W.  Roe,  H.  H.  Stockton  o{ 
Panama,  Rev.T.  H.  Rouse,  Rev.  LeviW. 

Norton,  Henr^-  Benson  and  J.  Leslie, 
Capt.  Jas.  M.  Brown,  Madison  Burnell 
Rev.  Isaac  George,  William  H.  Lowry 
and  Theodore  Brown.     A  large  fund 
was  raised.     In  Westfield,  April  20th. 

a  meeting  was  held  in  Hinckley  Hall 
which     was     densely     packed.  Hon. 
George  W.  Patterson  was  called  to  the; 

chair  and  addressed  the  citizens  assem- 
bled in  a  stirring  and  patriotic  speech. 

He  was  followed  by  Henry  A.  Prender- 
gast,  Rev.  Jeremiah  C.  Drake,  H.  C. 
Kingsbury,  John  C.  Long,  Mr.  Adams. 

George  W.  Palmer,  Capt.  Thomas  Bak-. 
er  and  others.    A  large  number  of  men 
enlisted  and  one  thousand  dollars  was 

subscribed.     An    enthusiastic  meeting 

was  held  in  the  old  Wigwam  in  Dun- 
kirk, and  patriotic  action  was  taken  in 

support  of  the  common  cause.    On  the 
3rd  of  Mav  President   Lincoln  called 

for  forty-two  thousand  volunteers  for 
three  years.    While  such  stirring  scenes 
were  occurring  in  the   North,  in  the 

South  the  people  were  no  less  enthus- 
iastic.   Everywhere  troops  were  enlist- 

ed and   preparations   made   to  resist 

every   attempt   to   force   the  southern 
states  back  into  the  Union. 

On  July  21  the  North  suffered  defeat 
at  Bull  Run.  The  South  was  exultant 

at  its  victory  in  this,  the  first  great  bat- 
tle of  the  war,  and  regarded  it  as  an 

omen  of  final  success.  The  North  on 

the  other  nand  was  depressed  by  the 

disaster,  and  made  to  realize  the  magni- 
tude of  the  Rebellion  it  had  undertaken 

to  suppress.    The  people  of  the  North 
prepared  to  put  forth  most  extraordi- 

nary efforts  to  subdue  it.    Five  hundred 
thousand  men  were  called  for. War  meet- 

ings were  held  all  through  the  North. 
Chautau(|ua  County  was  prom])t  to  re- 

spond to  the  call  of  the  President.  In 

July  three  enthusiastic  gatherin?;s  were 
held  in  Jones  Hall  in  Jamestown,  the 
first  on   Friday  evening,  July  2^,  fol- 

lowed l)y  others  on  the  succeeckng  Sat- 
urday and  Monday  evenings,  each  ad- 

dressed by  earnest  speakers  and  thril- 
ling   s-3eches.      Among    them  were 

Madison  Burnell,  Capt.  John  F.  Smith. 
Major   William    O.    Stevens,  Captain 
Tuckerman,  Rev.  L.  W.  Norton,  Capt. 
A.  J.  Marsh,  Rev.  Henry  Benson,  Col. 
Henry  Baker,  Rev.  T.  H.  Rouse,  Theo- 

dore Brown,  Col.  A.  F.  Allen  and  oth- 

ers.    Forty  soldiers  were  enlisted  and 
two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  sub- 

scribed.   There  were  meetings  held  in 
many  other  parts  of  the  county.  At 
Sinclairville    meetings    were    held,  of 

which  Caleb  J.  Allen  was  chosen  presi- 
dent   and    which    were    addressed  by 

Madison  Burnell,  C.  J.  Allen  and  oth- 

ers.   At  Ellington,  Poland,  Carroll,  Ki- 
antone,  Busti,  Harmony  and  in  the  mich 
die  and  northern  parts  of  the  county, 
earnest   meetings   were   held,  soldiers 

enlisted  and  money  subscribed. 

Less  than  two  months  after  Lincoln's 

first  call  for  volunteers  for  three  years" 
service,  Chautauqua  Count}'  organized 
and  sent  forward  three  companies  of 
men  to  be  mustered  in  under  that  call. 

They  were  incorporated  as  a  part  of  the 

Seventy-second  regiment,  commanded 

by  Col.  Nelson  Taylor ;  a  veteran  regi- 
ment, one  of  the  five  composing  the 

famous  Excelsior  Brigade,  commanded 

by  Gen.  Daniel  E.  Sickles.  Company 

D,  Capt.  William  O.  Stevens,  organized 
in  Dunkirk  in  May  and  was  mustered 
into  the  Luiited  States  service  June 

20th,  i86t.  Company  E,  Capt.  Patrick 

Barrett,  organized  in  Dunkirk  in  May 



210 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

and  was  mustered  in  June  20th.  Com- 

pany B,  Capt.  James  M.  Hrown,  organ- 
ized in  Jamestown  in  May  and  was  mus- 

tered in  June  21st.  In  July  Company  G, 
Capt.  Harmon  G.  Bliss,  was  organized 
in  Westfield  and  was  mustered  in  July 

24th,  1 861.  In  October  Compa.ny  H, 

Capt.  Stephen  M.  Doyle,  was  organ- 
ized in  Dunkirk,  and  w^as  mustered  into 

County  recruited  and  sent  forward  four 
companies,  which  constituted  a  part  of 

the  Forty-ninth  Regiment  of  New 

York  \"olunteers,  commanded  by  Col- 
Bidwell  of  Buffalo.  In  the  fall  of  1S61 

a  company  was  recruited  in  Chautaucjua 

and  incorporated  into  the  One  Hun- 
dredth Regiment,  afterwards  command- 

ed hy  Col.   James  M.   Brown,  whose 

GENERAI.  JOHN  M.  SCHOFIELD. 

the  service  November  ist,  1861.  These 

Chautauqua  County  companies  consti- 
tuted five  of  the  ten  companies  com- 

posing the  Seventy-second  Regiment 
of  New  York  Volunteers,  sometimes 

known  as  the  Third  Excelsior  Res'i- 
ment.  Every  one  of  the  five  captains 
named  proved  gallant  officers,  and  all 
of  them  were  killed  or  died  of  wounds 
received  in  battle. 

Late    in    the    summer  Chautauqua 

home  was  then  in  Jamestown ;  and  in 
November  the  Ninth  Cavalry,  partly 

composed  of  Chautauqua  County 

troops,  left  for  the  front.  During  1861 

the  war  was  carried  on  with  varied  suc- 
cess and  the  year  closed  without  any 

material  advantage  being  gained  by 

either  side.  But  few  great  battles  were 
fought.  The  most  severe  occurred  at 
Bull  Run  and  Wilson  Creek  in  Missouri, 

wdiere  Gen.  John  M.  Schofield,  a  native 
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of  the  county  first  disting-nished  him- 
self. 

John  McAlHster  Schofield  was  1)orn 
in  the  town  of  Gerry,  Chautauqua 

County,  near  the  villag-e  of  Sinclairville 
September  29th,  1831.  He  was  the  son 
of  Elder  James  Schofield,  a  Baptist 

minister,  and  an  early  resident  of  Sin- 
clairville. His  mother  was  the  daughter 

of  John  McAllister,  a  wellknown  pion- 
e'er  and  the  owner  of  a  large  farm  in 
the  town  of  Gerry.  In  his  youth  he 
attended  the  district  school  near  Sin- 

clairville. He  removed  with  his  fath- 

er's family  to  Illinois  where  he  received 
an  apoointment  to  the  military  academy 
at  West  Point  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1853  in  the  same  class  witli  Sheridan. 
McPherson  and  Hood.  He  was  com- 

missioned Major  at  the  l^eginning  of  th,i 

Civil  \Var  and  served  during  its  con- 
tinuance. He  distinguished  himself  at 

the  Battle  of  Wilsons  Creek  and  com- 
manded the  Union  forces  in  the  famous 

Battle  of  Franklin  against  the  Confed- 
erate General  Hood,  paving  the  way  for 

General  Thomas'  victory  at  Nashville, 
one  of  the  most  decisive  battles  of  thj 

war.  He  rose  to  the  rank  of  Bri  jadier 

General  before  the  close  of  the  conflic'. 
He  was  Superintendent  of  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point  from  1876  to 
1 881.  He  is  the  most  e.ninent  of  those 

whose  birthplace  has  been  in  Chautau- 
qua County.  He  succeeded  Stanton  as 

Secretary  of  War  in  Johnson's  and 
Grant's  administrations.  In  1888  he 
was  made  a  Major  General,  and  in  1895 
a  Lieutenant  General ;  a  rank  which 

existed  only  at  intervals  in  the  United 
States  Armv.  This  high  grade  has  been 

filled  only  by  Washington,  Scott  b\- 
brevet.  Grant,  Sherman,  Sheridan  and 

last  by  General  Schofield.  This  rank 

disappeared  with  his  retirement  on  Sep- 
tember 29th,  1895.  General  Schofield  is 

still  living,  the  last  of  the  Generals  to 
exercise  a  separate  command  during 
the  Civil  War. 

The  year  1862  opened  with  the  sur- 

render to  the  British  Minister  of  Mason 

and  Slidell,  Confederate  commissioners 
who  had  been  captured  by  Captain 
Wilkes  from  the  British  Mail  Steamer 

Trent.  Their  caoture  came  near  involv- 

ing the  United  States  in  a  disastrous 

war  with  England.  February  16th  the 
Union  armies  under  General  Grant 

achieved  their  first  great  success  by  the 

capture  of  Fort  Donelson  and  fitteen 
thousand  Confederate  soldiers.  In  March 
occurred  that  remark?ble  battle  between 

COL.  JAMES  M.  KUOWN. 

the  ironclads  Merrimac  and  Monitor. 

In  April  followed  the  great  battle  of 

Shiloh  and  also  the  capture  of  New  Or- 
leans by  the  Union  forces.  The  same 

month  McClellan  commenced  'his  ad- 
vance upon  Richmond,  during  which 

were  fought  the  severe  battles  of  Wil- 
liamsburg where  Captain  Patrick  Bar- 

rett of  this  county  was  killed,  and  Seven 
Pines,  where  Col.  James  M.  I>rown,  also 
of  this  county,  met  his  death  at  the  head 
of  the  One  Hundredth  Regiment. 

Colonel  Brown  served  in  the  Ameri- 
can Army  in  the  War  with  Mexico.  At 

the  l)eginning  of  the  Civil  War  he  re- 
sided in  Jamestown  and  was  engaged  in 
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the  ])raclice  of  law.  As  soon  as  ihe  first 

call  for  three  }'ears  men  was  made,  he, 
with  great  energy,  commenced  eniisting 

a  company  for  service  in  the  Seventy- 

second  Reo'iment  at  Jamestown,  of 
which  he  was  commissioned  the  Cap- 

tain. His  company  (B)  and  those  of 
Captains  Barrett  and  Stevens  were  the 
first  from  Chant auciua  County  to  report 

for  duty.  In  November,  1861  he  re- 

signed as  Captain  of  Company  \]  to  ac- 
cept the  appointment  of  Colonel  of  the 

One  Hundiedth  Regiment  which  he 
continued  to  command  until  he  was 
killed  at  the  Battle  of  Seven  Pines. 
When  he  fell  he  was  at  the  head  of  his 

regiment  leading  his  men.  His  body 
was  not  afterwards  recovered. 

When  McClellan  was  compelled  to  re- 
treat seven  daws  of  terrible  battles  fol- 

lowed— a  series  of  the  most  desperate 

engagements  ever  fought  on  this  con- 
tinent. Lee,  having  assumed  the  of- 

fensive, moved  northward  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  Washington.  His  march 

was  checked  by  the  Northern  army  un- 
der General  Pope  in  the  Battles  of 

Cedar  Mountain,  Manassas  and  Chan- 
tilly.  Again  was  McClellan  placed  in 
command,  and  the  victories  of  South 

Mountain  and  Antietam  won,  the  ene- 
my compelled  to  cross  the  Potomac 

and  the  safety  of  Washington  secured. 
Many  other  l^attles  were  fought  during 
the  year,  scarcely  less  sanguinary  and 
important  than  those  mentioned.  The 
disastrous  defeat  at  Fredericksburg 
closed  the  campaign  in  the  east.  In  the 

west  the  close  of  the  year  was  signal- 
ized by  the  desperate  and  1)loody  battle 

of  Murfreesboro. 

In  July  President  Lincoln  called  for 
three  hundred  thousand  volunteers  to 

serve  three  years,  and  in  August  for 
three  hundred  thousand  more  to  serve 

nine  months.  Chautauqua  County  was 
required  to  raise  eighteen  hundred  six 

men  under  these  calls.  A  large  and  en- 
thusiastic war  meeting,  presided  over  bv 

Judge  Richard  }\  Marvin,  was  held  on 

the  12th  of  Julv  at  Mayville.  A  military 

committee  was  ai:)])ointed  for  Chautau- 
(|ua  and  Cattaraugus  Counties  of  which 
A.  F.  Allen  was  chairman.  The  mem- 

bers of  this  committee- were  A.  F.  Allen, 

George  W.  Patterson,  John  G.  Hinck- 
ley, Milton  Smith,  John  F.  Phelps  and 

Charles  Kennedy  for  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty ;  H.  C.  Young,  J.  P.  DarHng,  A.  G. 

Rice,  D.  E.  Sill  and  J.  C.  Devereaux  for 

Cattaraugus  County.  Rev.  W^  L.  Hyde 

in  his  "History  of  the  One  Hundred 

T\velfth  Regiment"  says: 

"The  work  of  recruiting  was  now  en- 
tered upon  with  vigor.  In  all  the  large 

villages  and  in  almost  every  school  dis- 
trict public  meetings  were  held.  Every 

man  who  could  influence  others  was  set 
at  work.  The  ladies  worked.  The  war 

scarred  veterans  of  the  army  worked. 

The  state  and  general  government  had 

ofl^ered  what  at  that  time  were  consid- 
ered adequate  bounties.  It  was  resolved 

howxver  to  offer  still  larger  induce- 
ments by  towns  and  individuals.  In 

some  towns  this  was  done  by  direct  tax. 

in  others  by  individual  subscriptions.  In 
Jamestown  Col.  A.  E.  Allen  offered  ten 
dollars  to  every  recruit  from  the  Sixth 
District,  up  to  its  full  quota,  fifty 
five.  In  Dunkirk  and.  Fredonia  a 
fund  of  several  thousand  dollars 

was  raised  and  paid  out ;  besides  this, 
at  the  meetings,  watches,  diamond  rings 

and  pictures  (the  gifts  of  ladies  in  many 
cases)  were  sold  and  contributed  to  the 
fund.  For  weeks,  in  many  villages,  the 

])laces  of  lousiness  were  closed  early  in 

the  afternoon,  and  men  and  women  re- 

paired to  the  war  meetings.  At  Delan- 
ti  a  monster  gathering  ot  three  thou- 

sand was  held  around  a  1)onfire,  and  the 

quota  of  Stockton  was  filled  at  once. 
At  Chautauqua  I.  G.  Palmiter,  one  of 
her  most  respected  citizens,  exempt  by 

age,  came  forward  and  volunteered,  and 

her  quota  was  soon  complete.  In  Dun- 
kirk a  protracted  meeting  was  held  af- 
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lernoon  and  evenino-  for  nine  days,  Sun- 
day included.  As  the  result  of  these  la- 
bors seven  hundred  men  were  recruited 

in  that  county  by  the  22nd  of  Aug-ust, 
and  on  the  29th  it  was  reported  that 

many  towns  had  raised  both  quotas." 

The  following-  apportionment  was 
adoi3ted  by  the  military  committee  at 

its  meeting"  August  14th:  Arkwright. 
population  1,103,  (ji-^ota  34;  Busti  2,011 
62;  Carroll  1,525,  47;  Charlotte  1,711, 

53  ;  Chautauqua  2,837,  88 ;  Cherry  Creek 
1,350,  42;  Clymer  1,330,  41;  Dunkirk 
5,616,  174;  Ellery  1,750,  54;  Ellicott 
5,112,  158;  Ellington  i,937,  60; 
French  Creek  968,  30;  Gerry  1,315. 
41;  Hanover  4,254,  132;  Harmony 

3,606,  112;  Kiantone  552,  17;  Mina 
i,2GO,  37;  Poland  1,795,  55;  Pomfret 

4,293,  133;  Portland"  1,983,  61;  Ripley 
2,013,  63;  Sheridan  1,716,  53;  Sherman 

1,394,  43;  Stockton  1,887,  58;  \  illenova 

1,514,  47;  Westfield  3,640,  113.  Total 

population,  58,422.    Quota,  1,806. 

The  men  who  enlisted  for  Chautau- 

qua County  in  1862  composed  the  One 

Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment,  two  com- 

panies of  the  One  Hundred  Fifty- 
fourth,  and  one  company  of  the  Sev- 

enth Sharpshooters.  These  men  were 
mustered  in  and  marched  to  the  front 

in  September,  1862.  Some  of  the  vol- 
unteers gallantly  enlisted  at  the  first 

call,  and  went  earher  to  the  front  than 
others,  and  some  who  went  unheraled 
were  carried  by  the  fortunes  of  war  into 

the  very  heat  of  the  conflict  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  battle.  No  comparisons  should 
be  made  between  them,  for,  at  the  close 

of  the  war,  the  depleted  ranks  of  every 
organization  to  which  they  belonged 
told  of  desperate  service  rendered.  All 
did  honor  to  themselves  and  their 

country,  under  whatever  regimental  col- 
ors they  marched.  Yet,  as  the  One 

Hundred  Twelfth  regiment  contained 

many  more  citizens  of  the  county  than 

any  other  militar}'  organization  that 
represented  it,   more   general  interest 

was  taken  in  its  fortunes.  This  regi- 
ment, previous  to  its  departure  from  the 

county,  was  encamped  on  the  old  fair- 
ground south  of  Jamestown,  which  was 

called  "Camp  James  M.  Brown"  i;i  hon- 
or of  gallant  Col.  James  AF  Brown,  who 

had  fallen  at  the  head  of  his  regiment 
a  little  while  l^efore.  .A  large  concourse 

of  people  assembled  at  Jamestown  when 
the  One  Flundrecl  Twelfth  left  for  the 

front.  A  stand  of  regimental  colors 

was  presented  by  the  state.  Judge  Mar- 
vin made  the  presentation  speech  which 

was  responded  to  by  Colonel  Drake. 
The  deep  interest  and  anxious  solicitude 
manifested  for  the  departing  soldiers, 
rendered  the  occasion  unlike  anything 
that  had  before  been  witnessed  in  the 

count}',  and  was  not  soon  to  be  forgot- 
ten. The  day  of  their  departure  is  still 

sadly  remem1)ered  in  many  homes.  On 
the  1 2th  of  Se))tember  they  left  for 

Washington  upon  the  Atlantic  and 
Great  Western  Railroad,  on  the  17th 
landed  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and  soon 

marched  to  Suffolk,  \'a.  At  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  held  in 

October,  a  resolution  was  passed  donat- 

ing the  flao-  l)elonging  to  the  county  to 
the  One  Hundred  Twelfth.  It  was  sent 

by  express  to  the  regiment  with  an  ap- 

propriate letter. 
Prior  to  the  calls  for  men  which  were 

made  in  July  and  August,  l)ut  few  if 

any  bounties  were  paid,  and  the  men 
who  first  enlisted  received  none.  ITider 
these  later  calls  town  l^ounties  were 

paid  to  each  man  enlisting  in  the  One 
Hundred  Twelfth  and  other  regiments. 
The  monev  was  sometimes  raised  by 

subscriptions,  l)ut  more  often  by  means 

of  a  note  signed  b}-  many  citizens  of  the 
respective  towns,  and  the  mone}'  was 
paid  in  equal  bounties  to  men  enlisting 
to  fill  its  quotas.  The  signers  of  the 

notes  trusted  to  the  fairness  of  the  peo- 
ple of  their  towns  to  reimburse  them,  in 

which  they  were  never  disappointed.  At 

the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervis- 
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ors  in  the  fall  of  \H()2,  the  su1)ject  was 

considered  of  raisiir.^'  the  bounties  ])aid 

by  levying-  taxes  on  the  towns.  It  was 
found  that  the  I)Oar(l  had  no  such  pow- 

er, and  the  Clerk  was  directed  to  assess 

and  extend  the  tax  in  a  se^^arate  column 
in  the  assessment  roll.  Xotwithstand- 

ing-  the  people  were  divided  in  their  po- 
litical views,  and  party  spirit  ran  high_ 

the  tax  was  paid  in  the  whole  county 

COI.    \V.  O.  STEVENS. 

without  dissent,  although  it  had  no  legal 

validity,  and  no  power  existed  to  en- 
force it. 

Janur.r}'  i,  1863,  was  made  memora- 

ble by  the  issuing  of  the  President's 
Emancipation  Proclamation.  In  the 
disastrous  Battle  of  Chancellorsville, 

which  occurred  May  9th,  the  Chautau- 
Cjua  County  troops  suffered  severely 

Company  F  of  the  ( )ne  Hundred  Fifty- 
fourth  Regiment  in  this,  the  first  bat- 

tle in  which  it  was  engaged,  lost  five 

killed,  seven  wounded,  and  thirteen  pris- 
oners. The  gallant  Col.  W.  ().  Stevens 

of  the  Seventy-second  Regiment  was 
killed. 

Colonel  vStevens  was  born  in  Lielfast. 

Me.,  February  3d,  1828.  He  graduated 
from  Harvard  College,  studied  law,  and 

settled  in  Dunkirk  in  1852.  In  1859 

w?.s  elected  District  Attorney  of  Chau- 
tauqua County.  When  Fort  Sumter 

was  fired  upon  he  commanded  Com- 
pany D  of  the  New  York  State  Militia. 

He  reorganized  the  company  and  ten- 
dered its  services  to  Hon.  Daniel  E. 

Sickles,  who  was  raising  the  Excelsior 
1  brigade,  and  it  became  Company  D  of 

the  Seventy-second  New  York  Volun- 
teers. He  was  commissioned  Major  of 

the  regiment  June  25tli,  1861,  and  Col- 
onel September  8th,  1862.  He  fell, 

mortally  wounded,  at  the  head  of  his 
regiment,  and  died  the  next  day  within 
the  Confederate  lines.  His  body  was 
cent  to  Dunkirk  auvd  now  rests  in  the 

cemetery  at  I^^redonia. 
Cen.  George  Stoneman  of  the  Regu- 

lar Army,  a  distinguished  General  of 

cavalry,  a  native  of  the  county,  co-oper- 

ating with  General  Hooker  in  the  at- 

tack upon  Chancellorsville,  made  a  bril- 
liant raid  into  Virginia,  cutting  the  ene- 

my's communication  in  every  direction. 
At  one  point  he  was  within  fifteen  miles 

of  Richmon^l,  creating  consternation 
there.  General  George  Stoneman  was 
the  eldest  son  of  George  Stoneman,  an 

early  pioneer  of  J)usti,  and  Katharine 
Cheney  Stoneman.  He  w^as  born  in 
that  town  August  8th,  1822.  He  was 

educated  at  West  Point,  where  he  grad- 
uated in  1846.  At  the  beginning  of  the 

Rebellion,  he  was  in  command  of  Fort 

I'rown  in  Texas.  He  refused  to  obey 

the  order  of  General  Twiggs  to  surren- 
der the  government  property  in  his 

charge  to  the  Secessionists,  and  irnmed- 
iatelv  brought  his  command  by  steam- 

er to  New  York.  He  took  a  distin- 
guished part  as  a  cavalry  officer  during 

the  Civil  War,  commanded  m  many  im- 

portant cavalry  expeditions,  and  was  en- 

gaged in  many  battles.  He  was  brevet- 
ted  a  Brigadier  and  Major  General  for 
his  achievements  while  in  the  service. 
After  tile  war  he  was  in  command  in 

Arizona,  with  his  headquarters  at  Wil- 
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mington,  Cal.  He  retired  from  the  arnn^ 
in  1871,  and  removed  to  Los  Angeles  in 
California,  where  he  1)ecame  prominent 

in  public  affairs.  In  1883  he  was  elect- 
ed Governor  of  California  by  the  Dem- 

ocrats and  served  fonr  }  ears.  He  died 

in  Buffalo  September  5th,  1894,  and  was 

1:>nried  at  Lakewood,  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty, near  his  birthplace.  His  funeral  and 

l)urial  were  attended  with  military  hon- 
ors.   Both  his  militar^'  and  his  civil  ca- 

GEN.  GEORGE  STONEMAN. 

reers  were  distinguished  with  marked 
a1)ility.  He  has  left  a  name  and  a  record 
of  which  every  Chautaucjuan  should  ])e 

proud. 

July  3d  the  great  victory  of  Getty  sburg 
was  gained  by  the  Cnion  Army.  This 
battle  was  the  turning  point  of  the  war, 
and  ended  all  the  attempts  hy  the 
South  to  invade  the  North.  Many 

Chautauqua  County  troops  were  en- 
gaged in  the  1)attle.  In  June,  1863,  whev 

the  Confederate  Army  was  invading 

Pennsylvania,  the  Sixty-eighth  New 
York  Militia  from  Chautauqua  County, 

under  Col.  David  S.  Forbes,  was  or- 

dered out  and  went  to  Getty-sburg. 
After  the  rebel  army  was  repulsed,  they 
returned  home,  having  seen  about  one 

month's  active  service.  They  wxre  in 
no  engagement. 
Among  those  who  were  natives  of 

the  county  and  distinguished  them- 
selves on  that  day,  was  William  Colvill, 

Colonel  of  the  famous  First  Miimcsota 
Regiment.  Not  since  Thermopylae  has 
there  1)een  a  more  gallant  deed  perform- 

ed than  the  famous  chari2:e  of  this  res-i- 
ment  at  (TCttysburg.  On  the  second 

da}-  of  the  1)attle  as  this  regiment  was 
coming  onto  the  field  alone.  General 
Hancock  in  a  desperate  emergency, 
])ointing  to  the  colors  of  the  advancing 
Confederate  1)ridges  of  Wilcox  and 
I'arksdale,  said  to  Colonel  Colvill: 

"  Charge  and  take  those  colors." 
Every  man  of  the  regiment  heard  thv? 
order,  and  every  man  knew  that  10  o1)e\; 
it  meant  almost  certain  death. 

"Was  there  a  man  dismayed? *******  :j! 
Theirs  not  to  make  reply. 
Theirs  not  to  reason  why, 

-    Theirs  but  to  do  or  die." 

They  gallantly  obeyed  ;  not  a  man  fal- 
tered.   They  charged  in  the  face  of  a 

terril)le     fire,     over     the  intervening 
ground  on  a  run,  drove  back  the  Con- 

federate lines  and  captured  their  flag, 
stopped  the  advance  of  the  entire  Con- 

federate force,  held  their  ground  until 
reinforcements  arrived,  and  saved  th.; 
day— 1)ut  at  a  terrible  cost  to  Colonel 

Colvill's  men.  Of  the  two  hundred  sixty- 
two  men  composing  the  regiment,  in 

a  few  minutes  seventy-five  were  killed. 
fift}'-six  of  whom  were  l)uried  in  the 

(Gettysburg  cemeter}',  one  hundred  for- 
ty  wounded.     But    forty-seven  stood 

around  their  colors  unhurt  when  the 

onset  was  over.    Not  a  man  was  miss- 

ing.    One  com])any   of  this  regiment 
lost  thirty  men  killed  and  wa:>unded  out 

of  thirty-five.    Every  ofiicer  in  the  regi- 
ment was  killed  or  wounded.  Colonel 

Colvill    received    two    bullet  wounds 

which  made  him  a  cripple  for  life.  Not 

in  the  Charge  of  the  Light  Brigade  at 
Balaklava  was   there   more  deliberate 
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and  courageous  ol)e(lience  to  orders, 

more  desperate  valor  displayed,  or  more 
complete  success  accomplished  than  in 

the  famous  charge  of  the  First  Minne- 
sota, under  the  command  of  Colonel 

Colvill  at  (Tettysburg — where  no  one 
blundered.  The  loss  of  the  Light  Bri- 

gade in  its  charge  was  thirty-seven  per 
cent,  while  the  loss  of  the  First  Minne- 

sota was  over  eighty-two  per  cent  of 
those  engaged. 

Col.  William  Colvill  was  born  at  For- 
estville,  Chautauqua  County.  Fie  waa 
the  brother  of  Mrs.  Daniel  Sherman, 

COL.  WILLIAM  COLVILL. 

and  a  son  of  William  Colvill,  a  pioneer 
and  wellknown  citizen  of  the  county, 

often  Supervisor  of  the  town  of  Han- 
over. The  father  of  Colonel  Colvill 

and  his  uncle,  Doctor  Colvill,  were  born 

in  Scotland  and  taught  by  Edward  Irv- 
ing in  the  School  of  Kirkaldie.  Their 

younger  brothers  and  sisters  were  af- 
terwards pupils  of  Thomas  Carlisle 

when  he  was  a  young  man..  Dr.  Colvill 
graduated  at  Edinboro  University  and 

afterwards  became  an  early  and  distin- 
guished citizen  of  Forestville. 

Colonel  Colvill  was  a  student  in  the 

Fredonia  Academy  when  Frederick  A. 

Redington  was  its  principal.     At  the 

beginning  of  the  Civil  War  he  was  a 
lawyer  at  Red  Wing,  Minn.  He  was 
with  his  regiment  as  Captain  at  the  first 
])attle  of  Bull  Run  and  thereafter  in 

many  a  bloody  battle  until  that  of  Get- 
tvsburg.  For  his  valor  he  w^as  tendered 
the  rank  of  Brigadier  General,  but  de- 

clined the  honor,  preferring  to  die  as 
Colonel  of  the  famous  First  Minnesota. 

Fie  is  still  living,  an  honored  citizen  of 
the  city  of  Red  Wing. 

Among  the  brave  officers  who  tell  at 

Gettysburg  there  was  none  more  gal- 
lant than  Capt.  Alonzo  H.  Gushing  of 

the  regular  army,  of  whom  that  battle- 
scarred  veteran.  General  Sumner,  said: 

"He  was  the  bravest  man  I  ever  knew." 

Young-  Gushing  greatly  distinguished 
himself  in  many  battles.  In  the  face  of 

the  famous  wild  charge  of  Pickett's  Di- 
vision at  Gett}'sburg  he  was  placed  at 

Cemetery  Ridge,  a  crucial  point  on  the 
battlefield,  with  a  battery  of  artillery 
which  he  commanded,  with  nothing  to 
mask  his  position ;  men,  guns  and 
horses  in  bold  relief  against  the  sky. 
After  his  men  had  been  shot  down,  and 

every  gun  of  his  battery  dismounted  but 
one,  he  stood  like  kloratio  at  the  i^ridge 
and  worked  this  single  piece  almost 
alone.  Mortally  wounded,  among  the 

dead  and  dying,  with  the  foe  not  thirty 

feet  awaA',  he  pulled  the  lanyard  and 
fired  his  last  gun  upon  the  fiercely 
charging  columns  of  the  enemy,  saying 
to  the  officer  who  was  riding  up  with 

reinforcements,  "We  will  give  them  one 

more  shot,  General  Webb,"  and  fell 
back  dead.  He  was  one  of  four  gallant 

brothers,  grandsons  of  Zattu  Gushing, 
one  of  the  funders  of  Fredonia,  and  one 

of  the  most  honored  of  the  pioneers  of 

our  county.  Upon  the  death  of  their 
father,  Dr.  Milton  B.  Gushing,  they  in 

their  childhood  came  with  their  wid- 
ow^ed  mother  to  reside  at  Fredonia,  that 

they  might  be  with  their  kindred  and  re- 
ceive the  benefit  of  its  schools. 

The  Fourth  of  July  w^as  celebrated  by 
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the  surrender  of  Vicksl^urg  to  the  Union 

Army.  On  the  19th  and  20th  of  Septem- 
ber was  fono-ht  the  Battle  of  Chicka- 

mauga.  On  the  24th  of  November  oc- 
curred the  storming-  and  capture  of 

Lookout  Mountain.  These  constitute 

the  leading-  events  of  the  war  in  1863. 

The  countrv  having  failed  to  meet 

the  calls  of  August,  1862,' for  three  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  Congress,  March 

3rd,  1863,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the 
quota  of  soldiers,  passed  an  enrollment 

act,  by  which  all  able-bodied  men,  citi- 
zens and  aliens  who  had  declared  their 

intention  to  become  naturalized,  oe- 

tween  the  ages  of  twenty  and  thirty-five 
and  all  unmarried  men  between  the 

ages  of  thirty-five  and  forty-five  were 

made  to  constitute  the  "first  class," 
subject  to  draft,  and  all  others  the  sec- 

ond class.  A  commutation  clause  pro- 
vided that  a  payment  of  $300  would  be 

received  in  lieu  of  service.  The  act  also 

])rovide(l  for  exemptions.  The  dratt 
took  place  in  August.  The  draft  in 

Chautauqua  Count}%  as  everywhere  else 
failed  to  produce  men.  In  Chautauqua 

and  Cattaraugus  Counties  only  one  hun- 
dred eight  of  the  two  thousand,  six  hun- 

dred twenty-three  men  drafted  report- 
ed for  duty,  and  one  thousand,  three 

hundred  fifty-two  were  exempted.  The 
remainder  furnished  substitutes  or  com- 
nuited.  In  the  City  of  New  York  the 

drafts  resulted  in  great  riots.  ( )n  the 
T7th  of  October  a  further  call  was  made 
for  three  hundred  thousand  men. 

1864  was  the  great  year  of  battles. 
We  can  only  refer  to  its  principal 
events.  The  Western  Army,  under 
General  Sherman,  advanced  southward 

towards  Atlanta,  and,  after  a  series  of 

desperate  battles,  he  captured  that  city 
in  September.  He  then  commenced  his 
celebrated  march  to  the  sea,  arrived 

near  Savannah  on  the  loth  of  Decem- 
ber, and  occupied  tiiat  city  on  the  21st. 

The  One  Hundred  Fifty-Fourth  regi- 
ment constituted  a  part  of  his  forces 

and  participated  in  many  battles  of  his 
campaign.  At  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  May 

8th,  1864,  fourteen  of  its  men  were 

killed  and  forty-two  wounded.  While 
Sherman  was  engaged  in  his  march  to 
the  sea,  the  Confederates  under  Hood 
invaded  Tennessee.  Among  the  battles 

foug-ht  was  that  of  Franklin,  in  which 
the  Union  forces  commanded  bv  Gen. 

J.  M.  Schofield  were  victorious.  Thci 
Army  of  the  Potomac  broke  camp  May 

3d,  and  moved  towards  Richmond.  Dur- 

ing the  spring-  and  early  summer  were 
fouo;ht  the  sanguinary  Battles  of  the 

Wilderness,  Proctor's  Creek,  where 
Lieut.  Col.  E.  F.  Carpenter  of  the  One 

Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment  was  killed, 
and  of  Cold  Harbor  in  which  the  One 

Hundred  Twelfth  lost  its  l^rave  com- 
mander, the  lamented  Col.  J.  C.  Drake 

and  one  hundred  fifty-three  men,  of 
whom  fort_y  were  killed. 

Col.  Jeremiah  C.  Drake  was  born  in 
Salisbury,  Flerkimer  County,  in  1824. 

COI..  JEREMIAH  C.  DRAKE. 

When  the  war  commenced  he  was  the 

pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  West- 
field.  In  1 861  he  recruited  a  company 

at  that  village  and  was  commissioned 

its  Captain.  It  joined  the  Forty-Ninth 
Regiment  under   Col.   D.   D.  Bidwell. 
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Captain  Drake  served  with  his  regiment 

ckn-inq-  the  Peninsnlar  Campaign,  in  a 
credita])le  manner  in  several  l:)attles.  In 
1862,  when  the  One  Hundred  Twelfth 

Regiment  was  organized,  he  was  com- 
missioned its  Colonel,  and  afterwards 

served  two  years  in  the  war.  During 

a  large  part  of  the  time  he  was  in  com- 
mand of  a  brigade,  which  position  hct 

held  at  the  I)attle  of  Cold  Harbor.  He 
was  a  brave  and  efficient  officer. 

In  October  the  A11)emarle  was  sunk 

by  Lieut.  William  B.  Cushing,  one  of 

the  many  grandsons  of  Zattu  Cushinr 
and  a  brother  of  gallant  Capt.  Alonzo 
B.  Cushing,  who  fell  at  Getty sinirg. 
Hon.  Francis  S.  Edwards  of  Fredonia 

who  was  representing  the  Counties  of 

Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  in  Con- 
gress in  1856,  took  with  him  from  their 

home  in  that  village  William  !>.  Cush- 

ing as  a  page  for  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. Young  Cushing  was  but 

fourteen  years  of  age.  Before  the  close 
of  the  session  Mr.  Edwards  secured  his 

appointment  as  a  naval  cadet  at  An- 
napolis, and  also  the  appointment  of  his 

brother,  Alonzo  H.,  as  a  cadet  at  Wes\ 

Point.  William  B.  Cushing  was  after- 
wards the  hero  of  so  many  exploits  that 

it  would  take  a  volume  to  give  the  de 

tails.  They  have  placed  his  name  be- 
side that  of  Paul  Jones  and  Stephen  De- 

catur. Of  his  greatest  achievement 
the  Confederate  Capt.  A.  F.  Warley 
who  commanded  the  All^emarle,  closed 
his  account  of  the  important  event  to 

his  government  with  the  words,  "That 
is  the  way  the  Albemarle  was  destroyed, 

and  a  more  «'allant  thing  was  not  done 

during  the  war"  ( i ). 
When  the  government  accepted  his 

plan  for  ])lowing  up  the  Albemarle,  con- 
scious of  the  daneer  that  would  attend 

such  a  desperate  ex-'^loit,  before  accei)t- 
ing  the  commission,  he  visited  his  wid- 

(1)  An  authentic  and  excellently  written 
life  of  William  B.  Cushing  containing  an  ex- 

ceedingly interesting  account  of  his  early 
years  has  heen  vv^ritten  by  Mrs.  E.  M.  H.  Ed- 

owed  mother  at  her  home  in  Fredonia 

where  his  early  life  had  been  spent,  and 
where  he  afterwards  married  his  wife, 

the  daughter  of  Col.  David  S.  Forbes, 
to  ask  her  permission  to  attempt  the 
undertaking.  It  was  on  the  occasion  of 
a  ride  alone  with  his  mother  one  after- 

noon in  the  summer,  among  the  pictur- 
esque hills  of  Arkwright,  that  he  made 

known  to  her  his  purpose  and  all  the 
details    of   the    undertaking,  informing 

WILLIAM  B.  CUSHING. 

her  of  all  its  dangers,  and  of  the  proba- 
bilities of  his  death  in  the  attempt.  Hirj 

mother  anxiously  heard  his  plans  and 
first  spoke  like  the  gentle  and  loving 

mother  that  she  was,  "(),  why  do  they 

call  upon  you  to  do  this?  But  Willie," 
she  said,  "are  you  willing?"  He  firmly 
replied  that  he  was.  Then  said  she  in 

a  noble  spirit  of  patriotism,  "lOur 
country  has  educated  you  for  its  service 

and  you  must  go."  She  was  the  only 
one  confided  with  the  important  secret, 

outside  of  one  or  two  in  the  naval  de- 
partment, for  on  the  secrecy  of  the  plan 

depended  its  success.     Anxiously  shei 

wards  cf  Dunkirk  and  published  in  1898. 
Mrs.  Edwards  was  the  wife  of  Hon.  F.  S. 
EdAvards,  and  a  personal  friend  of  the  gal- 

lant Wm.  B.  Cushing. 
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watched  day  by  day  to  hear  the  fate  of 
her  boy,  l)nt  bravely  she  kept  the  secret 
locked  in  her  breast,  with  no  one  during 
that  anxious  time  for  a  confidant  lo  help 
her  bear  its  terri1)le  burden.  When  her 
son  returned  to  his  Fredonia  home  and 

was  received  by  the  enthusiastic  greet- 
ings of  his  townsmen,  full  of  honors  and 

flushed  with  the  success  of  his  gallant 
exploit,  his  wise  and  noble  mother  said. 

"Ah,  Willie,  beware  of  pride  and  then 
reminded  him  of  the  humble  days  of 

their  poverty. 

In  the  cemetery  at  Fredonia  is  erect- 

ed "a  monument  to  this  Spartan  mother 

MRS.  MARY  B.  CUSHING 
and  her  four  Soartan  sons.  On  one 

face  is  engraved  the  name  of  William 
B.  Gushing;  on  another  Alonzo  H. 

Gushing;  on  a  third  Howard  B.  Gush- 
ing, wdio  was  gallant  like  the  others. 

He  distinguished  himself  at  \'icksburg 
and  finallv  fell  by  an  Apache  arrow  in 

the  Indian  Wars  while  leading  a  hand- 

ful of  men  against  ten  times  their  num- 
ber of  Indian  foes  ;  on  the  fourth  side 

of  the  monument  is  the  name  of  the 

other  brother,  Milton  B.  Gushing,  an  of- 
ficer of  the  navy  who  served  with  credit 

during  the  war,  and  died  at  Fredonia. 
Above  them  all,  as  a  tribute  to  their 

widowed  mother  who,  like  Gornelia,  the 
mother  of  the  (xrachii,  trained  her  sons 

for  her  country,  is  engraved  the  words  : 

"In  memory  of  the  noble  mother  of  four, 

brave  sons,  Mary  B.  Gushing." 
The  following  lines,  written  bv  Wil- 

liam ]].  Gushing  when  but  fourteen 

years  of  age,  just  before  he  left  Fre- 
donia to  become  a  page  in  the  House 

of  Representatives,  attest  his  ability 
and  also  his  affection  for  the  home  of 

his  youth.  The  lines  were  published  in 

the  "Academist,"  a  paper  issued  by  the 
students  of  the  Fredonia  Academv  : 

Ere  I  haste  away  to  another  clime, 
A  clime  with  promise  bright, 

My  heart  will  say  in  simple  rhyme 
Dear  village  home,  good  night! 

Companions  clear,  I  leave  you  here. 
With  a  grief  I  may  not  tell, 

May  a  blesting  rest  in  every  breast — 
Dear  village  horr.e,  good  night. 

Ten  bright  years  have  quickly  fled. 
Since  I  among  you  came, 

A  little  homeless  orphan  lad, 
Your  sympathies  to  claim. 

And  kindly  hands  and  words  of  cheer 
Have  caused  my  heart  to  swell 

With  thoughts  and  hopes  forever  dear — ■ 
Sweet  village  home,  farewell. 

Each  nuich  loved  spot,  each  shady  nook. 
From  the  forest  green  and  old 

To  the  playground  dear,  and  fishing  brook^ 
Full  long  will  memory  hold. 

Teachers    and    friends    and  schoolmates 
dear, 

May  sorrow  never  blight 
The  happy  hearts  that  cluster  here — 

Dear  village  home,  good  night. 

()n  account  of  the  heavy  losses  of 

men  sustained  in  1863,  the  President  is- 
sued four  calls  for  troops  in  1864;  th(< 

first  one  February  i,  to  make  up  the 
deficiencv  under  the  last  call,  and  for 
two  hundred  thousand  additional  men. 

k>bruarv  Qth  a  law  was  passed  by  the 

State  Legislature  giving  ample  authori- 

ty to  towns  to  raise  money  to  pay  boun- 
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tics  to  volunteers.  Under  this  act  spe- 

cial town  meeting's  were  held  in  differ- 
ent towns  from  time  to  time  during  the 

year  for  that  purpose.  A  special  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  wart 

held  at  Mayville,  March  15th,  to  take 
action  under  the  bounty  law,  and  over 

v$  175,000  in  the  aggregate  was  assessed 
upon  twenty  towns  of  the  county.  July 
26th  another  special  meeting  of  the 

Board  of  Supervisors  was  held  and  ac- 
tion was  taken  for  raising  further  sums 

under  the  bountv  law.  March  14th  d 

call  was  made  by  the  President  for  two 
hundred  thousand  men.  As  a  call  for 

a  greater  numl)er  of  men  was  contem- 
plated by  the  government  than  had 

been  made  at  any  one  time  before,  a 
draft  was  ordered,  that  the  quotas  of 
the  various  localities  should  be  filled 

preparatory  thereto.  A  draft  was  ac- 
cordinglv  made  in  this  county  in  June. 
As  many  of  the  men  that  were  drafted 

were  subsequently  exempted,  new  drafts 
were  made,  until  the  quotas  of  the 
towns  were  filled.  The  men  drafted 

usually  commuted  or  furnished  substi- 
tutes. On  the  18th  of  July  a  call  was 

made  for  five  hundred  thousand  men 

and  on  the  19th  of  December  a  call  was 
made  for  three  hundred  thousand  more. 
This  was  the  last  call  made  for  men 

during  the  war. 

1865  witnessed  the  close  of  the  war. 

One  of  the  early  events  of  1865  was 
the  capture  of  Fort  Fisher.  The  One 
Hundred  Twelfth  participated  in  the 
desperate  assault  and  lost  thirteen  men 

killed  and  thirty-one  wounded.  Among 
the  killed  was  Col.  John  V.  Smith. 

Colonel  Smith  was  born  in  James- 
town in  1822.  Fie  studied  law  and  was 

admitted  to  the  bar  in  1846.  After  prac- 
ticing law  at  Panama  for  a  short  time, 

he  removed  to  Jamestown  and  entered 
into  partnership  with  Madison  Burnell. 
James  M.  Brown  afterwards  became  ^ 
]:)artner  and  the  firm  was  known  as 

"Burnell,  Smith  and  Brown."    Of  this 

firm  both  Snuth  and  Brown  served  as 

Colonels  in  the  war,  and  both  fell  in 

battle.  In  1856  Smith  was  elected  Dis- 
trict Attorney.  He  was  one  of  the  most 

able  lawyers  and  advocates  that  ever 

practiced  at  the  bar  of  the  county.  In 

1862,  while  he  was  a  leader  in  his  pro- 
fession, he  abandoned  his  practice  tg 

raise  a  company  for  the  One  Hundred 

COL.  JOHN  F.  SMITH. 

Twelfth  Regiment  of  wdiich  he  was  com- 
missioned the  captain.  He  served  with 

the  One  Hundred  Twelfth,  was  promot- 

ed successivel)'  to  the  rank  of  A/[ajor. 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  finally  Colonel. 

In  the  final  battles  before  Richmond 

fell  Col.  Frastus  D.  Holt,  who  had  en- 

listed in  General  Butler's  Regiment  anci 
was  afterwards  a  Captain  in  the  Forty- 

ninth  Regiment  of  New  York  A'olun- 
teers.  He  rose  from  the  ranks  to  thi 

office  of  Colonel  and  then  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  brigade.  He  in  his  early 

vears  was  a  resident  of  Fredonia  and  a 
student  in  its  Academy. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  General  Lee  and 
his  whole  army  surrendered  to  General 

Grant  at  Appomattox  Court  House, 
which  substantially  closed  the  Civil 
War.    It  had  scarcely  closed  when  the 
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most  tragic  event  of  those  years  of  trag- 
edy occurred.  Lincohi  fell  by  the  hanci 

of  an  assassin.  His  remains  were  1)orne 

amidst  universal  grief,  towards  his  w^est- 
ern  home.  At  St.  James  Hall  in  the 
City  of  Buffalo  one  hundred  thousand 
people  looked  upon  his  face  and  paid 

their  last  tribute  of  respect.  The  funer- 
al train  arrived  at  Dunkirk  at  midnight 

of  the  27th  and  28th  of  April,  1865.  ̂  
dense  crowd  of  people  had  gathered. 
The  platform  was  ela1)orately  decorated 
festoons  of  evergreens  extended  all 
along  the  eaves  of  the  structure.  Th  ̂ 
ceiling  was  heavily  draped  in  white  and 
black,  dags  interlaced  with  crape  made 

the  background,  thirty-six  )'oung  ladies 
dressed  in  white  with  a  broad  black 

scarf  resting  on  the  shoulders,  holding 

in  the  hand  a  national  dag,  represent- 
ing thirty-six  states,  were  grouped,  and 

a  hundred  lamps  and  torches  shed  their 

light  over  the  scene.  Amidst  the  toll- 
ing of  1)ells,  solemn  dirges  of  music  and 

the  firino-  of  minute  guns  the  train  at 
length  moved  on.  At  Brocton  the  peo- 

ple assembled  and  the  place  was  illum- 
inated. At  Westfield  a  party  of  ladies, 

Mrs.  Drake,  widow  of  Colonel  Drake 
who  fell  at  Cold  Harbor,  Mrs.  Brewer, 
Mrs.  Skinner  and  Misses  Tinker, 

brought  a  wreath  of  flowers  and  a  cross 
on  which  was  inscribed  the  words : 

"Ours  the  cross,  thine  the  crown." 
It  was  a  stranee  fatality,  when  Lin- 

coln in  his  strength  passed  through  our 
county  four  years  before,  that  it  was  the 
forerunner  of  a  coming  tempest,  and 
that  he  brought  with  him  the  black 
clouds  of  war.  Now  after  four  years 

of  fearful  carnage,  just  when  the  clouds 

of  w^ar  had  rolled  away,  and  the  sun- 
shine of  peace  was  brightening  the  land 

there  came  a  corpse  and  a  funeral  car 
and  the  form  of  Lincoln  again  passed 
over  the  same  spot  in  the  village  of 
Dunkirk,  where  he  and  the  people  had 
made  the  solemn  promise  to  stand  by 
the  flag. 

Thus  it  was  the  shadows  of  war  came 

to  our  county,  and  thus  they  passed 
away.  Thus  it  was  that  Lincoln  made 
to  us  his  entrance  and  his  exit. 

"All  the  world's  a  stage, 
And  all  the  men  and  women  merely  players. 
They  have  their  exits  and  their  entrances, 
And  one  man  in  his  time  plays  many  parts." 

Lincoln  had  acted  his  part.  He  had 
fulfilled  his  mission  and  faithfully  stood 

by  the  fiae  as  he  had  promised. 
We  have  not  intended  thus  far  to  give 

a  complete  history  of  the  Civil  War,  but 
only  a  comprehensive  account  of  those 
events  and  those  things  relating  to  it 
in  which  Chautau(|uans  had  more  or  lesr, 

a  part.  An  accurate  record  of  the  hon- 
orable service  of  the  soldiers  of  Chau- 

tauqua County  should  be  preserved  n: 
a  volume  including  personal  experiences 

'and  incidents  which  now  rest  only  in 
the  memory  of  those  living  and  which 
will  soon  be  lost  beyond  recovery.  The 
value  of  such  a  book  and  the  entertain- 

ment it  would  give  its  readers,  would 
increase  with  the  lapse  of  years.  The 

history  of  the  One  Hundred  Twelfth 

has  been  admirably  written  by  its  Chap- 
lain, the  late  Rev.  William  L.  Hyde, 

who  has  told  the  story  of  his  regiment 

conscientiously  and  without  exaggera- 
tion. Much  of  the  information  em« 

bodied  in  the  following  brief  sketches 

of  some  of  the  different  regiments  rep- 
resented by  the  soldiers  of  Chautauqua 

County  during  the  war  was  furnished 

by  him. 
Late  in  the  summer  of  1861,  four 

companies  were  recruited  at  Fredonia 
Westfield,  Forestville  and  Jamestown 
These  companies  were  incorporated 

September  i6th  at  Buffalo  with  six  oth- 
er companies  as  the  Forty-ninth  Regi- 

ment under  the  command  of  Colonel, 

afterwards  Brigadier  General,  Bidwell 

of  Buffalo.  Besides  these  Lieut.  Thom- 
as T.  Cluney  took  a  number  of  men  that 

he  had  recruited  in  Jamestown  who 

were  assigned  to  Company  A.  The 
staff  officers  were  :    Lieutenant  Colonei 
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W.  A.  Alberger ;  Major,  (}.  VV.  John- 
son ;  Quartermaster,  H.  D.  Tillinghast  ; 

Adjutant,  VV.  Bullymore ;  Surgeon,  J 

A.  Hall ;  Assistant  Surgeon,  W.  W 

Potter.  Company  A  was  commanded 

by  H.  N.  Marsh,  Captain;  P.  S.  Cottle 

and  T.  T.  Clunev,  Lieutenants.  Com-, 

panv  G,  J.  C.  Drake,  Captain  ;  P.  Stev- 
ens and  J.  G.  Tomson,  Lieutenants. 

Company  I,  E.  D.  Holt,  Captain;  J.  A 

Boyd,  First  Lieutenant.  Company  ' 
A.  J.  Marsh,  Captain  ;  A.  J.  Bowen  and 
E.  F.  Carpenter,  Lieutenants.  Two 

weeks  after  it  left  the  county  this  regi- 
ment was  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 

Potomac,  "on  the  field."  All  the  his- 
tory of  the  gallant  Sixth  Corps  they 

shared  in  making.  In  all  the  severe 

struggles  through  which  the  Army  of 

the  Potomac  passed  from  McClellan's 
first  campaign  against  Richmond  to  the 
final  issue  at  Appomattox  under  Grant, 
the  regiment  had  its  part.  Sergeant 

R.  F.  S^iiith  has  a  list  of  twenty-three 
battles  in  which  the  regiment  was  en- 

gaged, besides  numerous  lesser  con- 
flicts. It  furnished  several  general  offi- 

cers to  other  regiments.  The  term  of 
enlistment  expired  while  fighting  in  the 

Shenandoah  v'alley,  September  17th. 
1864.  Many  returned  home.  Enough 

re-enlisted  with  the  recruits  to  preserve 
the  regimental  organization,  which  did 

good  service  till  the  end  of  the  war 

The  losses  were  heavv  from  the  begin- 

ning of  the  campaign  of  '64. 
The  One  Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment 

was  recruited  in  this  countv  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1862,  in  response  to  the  two 

calls  of  President  Lincoln,  each  for 
three  hundred  thousand  volunteers  to 

serve  three  years  or  during  the  war. 
The  quota  of  this  state  was  apportioned 
to  the  several  Senatorial  Districts.  In 

the  Thirty-first  District  (Cattaraugus 
and  Chautauqua  Counties)  the  military 
committee  at  first  resolved  to  raise  one 

new  regiment,  and  with  the  rest  of  the 

quota  recruit  the  organizations  previ- 

ously formed  in  the  district.  Afterwards 

this  plan  was  changed,  and  it  was  deem- 

ed most  practical  to  raise  two  new  reg- 
iments. The  quota  assigned  to  this 

count)'  under  both  calls  was  one  thou- 
sand, eipdit  hundred  six  men,  or  one  out 

of  everv  sixty  of  its  entire  population. 
War  meetings  were  held  in  the  villages, 
the  school  districts  were  canvassed 

Large  bounties  were  held  out  as  induce- 
ments to  enlist.  This  vigorous  recruiting 

campaign  resulted  in  raising  thirteen 
full  companies  of  one  hundred  men  each. 
Ten  of  these  constituted  the  One  Flun- 

dred  Twelfth  Regiment.  Two  were 

joined  to  the  One  Hundred  h^Tty 
for.rth  (Cattaraugus)  and  one  was  or- 

ganized as  a  compan\-  cf  sharpsli 30ter,^. 
and  temporarily  attached  to  the  One 
Hundred  Twelfth.  The  com])anies  were 
officered  by  thos:  who  had  done  the 

principal  work  of  recruiting  in  the  lo- 
calities where  they  were  raised.  Capt. 

J.  C.  Drake  of  the  Forty-ninth  New 
York  Volunteers,  who  had  left  the  min- 

istry of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Westfield 
to  take  part  in  the  great  struggle  for 

the  L'nion,  was  chosen  Colonel.  i  ne 

regiment  was  composed  of  the  best  ma- 
terial the  county  could  furnish,  largely 

from  the  rural  districts,  and  from  all 

walks  of  civil  life,  young,  vigorous,  pat- 
riotic. It  was  mustered  into  United 

States  service  September  nth,  1862. 
and  the  next  day  started  for  the  seat  of 
war. 

The  officers  of  the  Colonel's  staff 
were  F.  A.  Redington,  Lieutenant  Col- 

onel;  E.  F.  Carpenter,  Major;  S.  E. 
Marvin,  Adjutant ;  F.  Waters,  Quarter 
Master ;  C.  E.  Washburn,  Surgeon  ;  E. 

Bovd  and  J.  R.  Thomas,  Assistant  Sur- 

geons ;  Rev.  William  L.  Hyde,  Chap- 
lain. Non-commissioned  staff:  A.  M. 

Lowry,  Sergeant  Major;  W.  H.  Shaw. 
Quartermaster  Sergeant ;  George  F, 
Parmelee,  C.  S. ;  George  Comstock,  H. 

S.  ;  Hiram  Vorce,  A.  S.  The  line  offi  - 
cers were :     Company  A,  J.  F.  Smith) 
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Captain  ;  A.  Dunhani,  First  Lieutenant ; 
H.  R.  Barrows,  Second  Lieutenant 

Company  B,  W.  H.  Chaddock,  Captain  ; 
J.  H.  IViaynard,  First  Lieutenant ;  J.  C 
Russ,  Second  Lieutenant.  Company  C 
N.  S.  Scott,  Captain  ;  G.  L.  Pierce  and 
G.  S.  Talcott,  Lieutenants.  Company 

D,  E.  A.  Curtis,  Captain  ;  R.  A.  L.  Cor- 
bett  and  A.  M.  Thayer,  Lieutenants. 

Company  E,  Frank  Waters,  Captain ; 
S.  H.  Myrick  and  N.  Randall,  Lieuten- 

ants. Company  F,  J.  H.  MaLthews 
Captain;  L.  Andrews  and  C.  W.  Hovt 

Lieutenants.  Company  G,  P.  Stevens 
Captain ;  G.  W.  Barber,  G.  W.  Fox 

Lieutenants.  Com])any  H,  T.  G.  Palm- 
iter.  Captain ;  L.  T.  Damon,  E.  F 

Smith,  Lieutenants.  Com^:»any  I,  C.  H, 
Oley,  Captain;  L.  J.  Parker,  C.  A 
Crane,  Lieutenants.  Company  K,  F.  A 

Ludwick,  Captain  ;  G.  ¥.  Mount,  Georg-. 
Cclvill,  Lieutenants. 

The  regiment  was  sent  to  Suffolk. 

\'a.,  where  it  suff'ered  severely  from 
sickness.  It  was  further  depleted  by 

permitting-  batteries  of  artillery  to  bG 
recruited  from  its  ranks.  It  did  good 
service  at  the  Sieee  of  Suffolk,  and  was 
afterwards  sent  to  Charleston  Harbor 

to  take  '^art  in  the  siege  oi)erations  of 
General  (jilmore.  Fc  was  transferred  to 

the  Army  of  the  James  in  the  spring  of 

'64  and  in  June  temporarily  to  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac.  It  shared  in  the  op- 

erations against  Petersburg,  was  en- 
gaged with  the  Army  of  the  James 

north  of  the  James  River  in  the  fall  of 

'64.  The  next  winter  it  took  part  in 
the  successful  assault  on  Fort  Fisher. 

N.  C.  It  was  mustered  out  June  29th, 

T865,  at  Raleigh,  N.  C.  It  was  engaged 
in  sixteen  battles.  There  were  killed  and 

died  of  wounds :  Officers  nine,  men 

one  hundred  twenty-two ;  died  of  dis- 
ease one  hundred  ninety-three.  Totat 

enrollment  one  thousand,  four  hundred 

eighty-one. 
Among  the  officers  of  this  regiment 

who  were  killed  or  mortalh'  wounded. 

was  Lieut.  Col.  Elial  F.  Carj^enter.  Col- 
onel Carpenter  was  born  in  Jamestown 

May  8th,  1826.  He  was  the  son  of  Wil- 
liam Carpenter,  a  wellknown  citizen  of 

that  ])lace.  Lpon  the  commencement 
of  the  Civil  War  he  enlisted  in  the  For- 

ty-ninth Regiment  and  was  commis- 
sioned a  Lieutenant.  U])on  the  organ 

iz?tion.  of  the  One  Hur.dred  Twelfth  he 

LIEUT,  COL.  ELIAL  F.  CARPENTER. 

received  the  ai)pointment  of  Major,  and 

was  afterwards  j^romoted  Lieutenant 
Colonel.  He  served  with  his  regiment 

until  the  Battle  of  Drury's  Bluff  where 
he  was  mortally  wounded.  He  died  two 

days  after  the  battle. 

The  One  Hundred  Fift}'-fourth  Reg- 

iment was  principall}'  recruited  in  Cat- 
taraugus County  during  the  summer  of 

1862.  Two  companies,  E  and  k\  were 
recruited  in  this  county.  Company  E 

had  for  its  Captain,  J.  B.  Fay,  of  Port- 
land ;  Lieutenants,  Isaac  T.  Jenkins  and 

Alexander  McDade.  Company  F 

Thomas  Donnelly,  Captain ;  John  C 

Griswold  and  Dana  P.  Horton,  Lieu- 
tenants. The  regimental  staff  was ) 

Colonel,  P.  H.  Jones  ;  Lieutenant  Colon- 
el, H.  C.  Loomis;  Major,  D.  B.  Allen; 

Adjutant,  S.  C.  Xoyes ;    Surgeon,  H. 
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X'anAcrnam  ;  Onartcrmastor,  T.  A.  Al- 

len ;  Cliaj^lain,  H.  D.  Lowing-.  The  reg^ 
iment  left  for  Washington,  D.  C,  Sep- 

tember 29th,  1862.  It  was  first  attached 

to  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps  of  the 
Army  of  the  i\:>tomac.  Afterwards  it 

was  connected  with  the  Twentieth  Army 

Cor])s  and  participated  in  its  service 

during-  the  war.  .As  a  part  of  this  corps 

it  shared  in  Sherman's  gTand  march 
from  Atlanta  to  Savanriah  and  thence  to 

Raleig-h,  X.  C.  It  also  took  part  in  the 
grand  review  in  Washington  in  1865 
and  was  mustered  out  June  nth,  1865 

Among-  the  many  1)attles  in  which  it 
])artici])ated  were  Chancellorsville,  Get 

t\  sburg-,  W^auhatchie,  Missionary  Ridge 
Mill  Creek,  Dallas,  Pine  Knob,  Kenne- 
saw.  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Savan- 

nah. The  greatest  loss  it  sustained  in 

a  single  l^attle  was  at  Rocky  h^ace  Ridge 
May  8th,  1864,  when  fourteen  were 

killed  and  forty-two  wounded.  The 
total  numl^er  of  deaths  in  battle,  ])rison 

and  disease  was  two  hundred  seventy- 

eight,  of  which  ninety  occurred  in  Con- 
federate prisons.  Of  the  officers  of  tins 

reg-iment  Winfield  S.  Cameron,  a  native 
of  Chautauqua  County  and  the  well 

known  lawyer  of  Jamestown,  was  brev- 
etted  Major  by  the  President  and  also 

Lieutenant-Colonel  by  Governor  Fen- 

ton.  On  Sherman's  march  he  was  a 
staff  officer  of  the  Twentieth  Army 
Corps. 

Seventh  Sharpshooters.  Tn  the  sum- 
mer of  1862,  while  recruiting  tor  the 

army  was  going  on,  many  expert  rifle- 
men in  the  south  of  the  county  thought 

that  a  sufficient  number  of  accurate 
marlvsmen  could  be  found  to  form  a 

company  of  sharpshooters.  Their  re- 
quest was  successful  and  an  organiza- 

tion formed.  Joseph  S.  Arnold  was  made- 
Captain,  W.  C.  J.  Hall  and  Clinton 

Perry,  Lieutenants.  There  were  origin- 
ally thirteen  non-commissioned  officers 

and  eighty-three  privates.  In  October 
1863,  the  company  received  twelve  re- 

cruits. The  C()m])any  Was  at  first  at- 
tached to  the  ( )ne  Hundred  Twelfth 

Regiment.  At  Suffolk  it  was  detached 

and  assigned  to  its  proper  army  organ- 
ization, it  did  good  service  at  the 

Siege  of  Suffolk,  and  afterwards  with 

the  Army  of  the  1^3tomac.  Its  dutv  was 
full  of  peril.  It  was  always  at  the 
front,  alert  and  watchful  to  resist  the 

first  onset  of  the  enemy.  Its  casualties 
were  nine  killed,  eleven  died  of  wounds 
or  disease. 

One  Hundredth  Regiment.  In  tlie 

fall  of  i86t  this  regiment  was  recruit- 
ed in  Ruffalo  and  vicinity.  At  the  sam^i 

time  Captain  James  M.  Brown  of  Com- 

pany B,  Seventy-second  I\ew  York,  was 
in  Jamestown  on  recruiting  service.  He 
was  an  officer  of  fine  military  l^earing, 

liad  had  experience  in  the  Mexican 
iWar,  a  man  of  untiring  energy  and  a 

rigid  disciplinarian.  The  Colonelcy  of 
the  One  Hundredth  was  tendered  to 

him  and  accepted.  Enough  men  to 
make  a  full  company  went  with  him  to 
this  regiment,  which  was  at  first  as 

signed  to  General  Casey's  Division 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  Colonel  Brown 
feh  at  the  Battle  of  Seven  Pines,  May 

31st,  1862,  while  making  a  desperate 
charge  at  the  head  of  his  regiment.  The 
One  Hundredth  participated  in  many 

1)attles  during  McClellan's  Peninsular 
Campaign  ;  was  sent  to  Charleston  Har- 
1)or  in  March,  1863,  where  it  took  part 
in  the  reduction  of  Forts  Gregg  and 

Wagner.  It  served  with  the  Army  of 

the  James  in  1861,  and  afterwards  with 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  It  has  the  honorable  record 

of  twenty-six  battles  in  which  it  par- 
ticipated. 

Forty-fourth  Regiment — "The  Peo- 
ple's Ellsworth  Regiment."  This  com- 
mand was  organized  at  Albany  and  mus- 

tered into  the  United  States  service  Sep- 
tem])er  24th,  t86i,  for  three  years  or 

during  the  war.  It  was  intended  to  be 
composed    of    volunteers    from  every 
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town  or  ward  in  the  state,  and  contain- 
ed a  snperior  class  of  youngs  men,  all 

being"  nnder  thirty  years  of  age. 
Ninth  Cavalry.  This  regiment  was 

organized  in  the  fall  of  t86t.  Ten  com- 

panies of  the  regiment  assembled  a'< 
Westfield  during  Se-^tember  and  Octo- 

ber of  that  year,  and  established  a  camp 
on  the  fairgrounds  of  that  |)lace,  which 
was  named  Camp  Seward.  Five  and  a 
part  of  the  sixth  of  these  companies 
were  recruited  in  Chautauqua  County. 
The  other  companies  were  recruited  ii, 

Cattaraugus  and  VVycmiing  Counties, 

.Vew  York,  and  Warren  County,  Penn- 
jylvania. 
November  9th  the  regiment  left 

Westfield  and  arrived  at  Albany  the 

next  day,  where  it  remained  until  No- 
vember 26th,  when  it  left  Albany  for 

Washington.  The  field  officers  of  the 
regiment  when  it  was  organized  were 
Colonel  John  Beardsley,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  William  B.  Hyde,  and  Majors 
William  Sackett,  Charles  McL.  Knox 

and  George  S.  Nichols.  Among  the 

principal  eni/agements  in  which  the  reg- 

iment -participated  were  Cedar  Moun- 
tain, Second  Bull  Run,  Wilderness,  Cold 

Harbor,  Trevillian  Station,  Yellow  Tav- 
ern, where  Gen.  J.  E.  B.  Stuart  was 

killed  by  a  shot  fired  by  a  member  of 
the  Ninth  Cavalry,  Brandy  Station 
Opeciuon,  Cedar  Creek,  Five  Forks 

Gainsville,  Chantilly,  Antietam,  Rappa- 
hannock Station,  Deep  Bottom,  Win- 

chester, Lulpepper,  Petersburg,  Rich- 
mond and  Gettysburg.  In  this  last  bat- 

tle the  Ninth  Cavalry  first  discovered 

the  enemy  and  fired  the  first  shot,  cap- 
tured the  first  Confederates  made  pris- 
oners and  lost  the  first  man  killed  on 

the  battlefield.  Corporal  Cyrus  W. 

James,  who  enlisted  at  Dunkirk,  Sep-, 
tember  6th,  i85i,  and  was  killed  on  the 

morning  of  June  30th.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  its  term  of  service,  the  original 

mem1)ers,  not  veterans,  were  mustered 

out.    The  Fourth  New  York  Cavalry 

was  then  transferred  to  the  Ninth  as 

Companies  IC  E  and  L,  and  the  whole 
veterans  and  recruits,  mustered  out 

July  T7th,  T865. 
This  reo-iment  lost  during  the  war : 

Killed  and  died  of  wounds  ninety-seven ; 
wounded  and  recovered  two  hundred 

seventy ;  died  of  disease  one  hundred 

twenty-seven ;  captured  one  hundred 
thirty-nine  ;  total  loss  six  hundred  elev- 

en. Total  enlistments  one  thousand, 

nine  hundred  sixty-three,  but  not  all  of 
the  recruits  joined  the  regiment.  A 
very  full  and  complete  history  of  the 

Ninth  Cavalry  has  been  recentlv  pub- 
lished by  Captain  and  brevet  Major 

Newel  Cheney,  who  served  with  the 

regiment  during  the  war. 
Fifteenth  Cavalry.  This  regiment, 

organized  for  three  years  at  Syracuse 

was  composed  of  companies  raised  in 

Chautauqua,  Cattaraugus,  Erie,  Gene- 
see, Oneida.  Onondaga,  Ontario,  Or- 
ange and  Tompkins  Counties.  It  was 

mustered  into  service  from  August  8th 

1863  to  January  14th,  1864,  and  June 
17th,  1865,  was  consolidated  with  the 
Sixth  Cavalry  as  the  Second  New  York 
Provisional  Cavalry.  It  lost  altogether 

one  hundred  sixty-eight  men. 

Seventy-second  Regiment  —  "Third 
Excelsior."  This  regiment  although 
mentioned  last,  was  the  first  to  respond 
to  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  May 

3d,  1 861.  An  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  responded,  we  have  already 

given.  The  original  organization  was  : 
Colonel,  Nelson  Taylor;  Lieutenant 

Colonel,  I.  Moses;  Major,  W.  O.  Stev- 
ens of  Dunkirk;  Surgeon,  C.  K.  Irwin 

of  Dunkirk;  Chaplain,  Rev.  Levi  W. 
Norton  of  Jamestown,  succeeded  by 
Rev.  William  R.  Eastman;  Adjutant,  S. 

M.  Doyle  of  Dunkirk  ;  Quartermaster, 

F.  W.  G.  Frey.  On  the  completion  of 

the  regiment,  Company  B  had  as  its 

Captain,  Darwin  Willard  ;  Alfred  S.  Ma- 
son and  S.  Bailey,  Lieutenants  ;  eighty- 
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four  men.  Company  I),  Captain,  Cas- 
par K.  Abell ;  Lieutenants,  Hugh  H. 

Hinman,  John  H.  Howard  ;  seventy-six 
men.  Company  E,  Captain,  Patrick 
Barrett ;  Lieutenants,  WilHam  Toomey, 

G.  W.  Wallace ;  eighty-seven  men. 

Company  G,  Captain,  H.  J.  Bliss  ;  Lieu- 
tenants, C.  W.  Bliss,  J.  A.  Smith;  sev 

enty-two  men.  Company  H,  Captain, 
S.  M.  Doyle ;  Lieutenants,  L.  Marcus 

D.  Loeb  ;  seventy-six  men. 
The  regiment  arrived  at  Washington 

July  26th,  being  one  of  the  first  three 
years  regiments  to  reach  the  capital, 
after  the  first  Battle  of  Bull  Run.  It 

at  first  formed  a  part  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  Second  Division,  Third  Army 
Corps,  afterwards  of  the  Second  Corps 
of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  with 
which  it  was  connected  during  its  term 
of  service.  The  regiment  had  its  full 
share  of  the  severe  work  of  the  gallant 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  Its  losses  were 

heavy.  It  was  engaged  in  fifteen  bat- 
tles and  present  at  seven  more.  At 

Williamsburg  it  met  its  greatest  loss  ; 

there  sixty-one  were  killed,  twenty- 
three  mortally  wounded,  sixty-seven 
wounded  and  forty-four  missing. 
Among  the  killed  was  Captain  Willard 

and  among  the  mortally  wounded  Cap- 
tain Barrett.  It  was  also  engaged  in 

the  Seven  Davs  Battle  before  Richmond 

when  Captain  Doyle  was  killed  ;  in  Gen- 

eral Pope's  Campaign,  Chancellorsville 
where  Colonel  Stevens  and  Captain 

Bliss  were  mortally  wounded ;  Gettys- 
burg, Locust  Grove,  in  the  Wilderness, 

Spottsylvania,  North  Anna  and  at  Pet- 
ersburg. The  total  loss  of  this  regi- 

ment in  killed  during  the  war  was  one 

hundred  twenty  ;  mortally  wounded  fif- 
ty-four, wounded  and  recovered  three 

^hundred  ^ift^^-four ;  died  of  disease 

eighty-six ;  died  in  prison  ten,  missing 
one  hundred  thirty-eight ;  total  seven 
hundred  sixty-two.  The  enrollment  of 
the  regiment  was  about  twelve  hundred 

"^fifty.     A   concise   and  comprehensive 

history  of  the  Seventy-second  Regi- 
ment has  been  ])ublished  by  Henri  Le- 

Fevre  Brown.  He  served  with  the  reg- 

iment during  all  its  campaigns  and  re- 
ceived a  medal  of  honor  for  his  gallant 

conduct  on  the  battlefield. 

In  all  the  branches  of  the  military 
service  in  which  Chautauqua  Count; 

was  represented  during  the  war,  near  a 
thousand  of  her  soldiers  were  killed  in 

battle,  mortally  wounded  or  died  of  dis- 
ease contracted  in  the  service.  Many 

more  returned  from  the  strife  wounded 

and  maimed.  Even  now,  after  the  l?^«^e 

of  fort^  years,  not  a  town  in  the  coun- 
ty but  has  one  or  more  crippled  or 

scarred  veterans.  The  percentage  of 
loss  of  life  in  the  battles  of  the  Civil 

War  according-  to  the  number  engaged 
exceeded  that  of  every  war  of  modern 

times,  and  attests  the  valor  and  devo- 
tion of  the  soldiers  both  of  the  North 

and  South  to  their  cause.  In  no  army 
that  ever  went  to  war  was  there  so 

much  intelligence  or  was  the  purpose 
of  the  war  so  well  understood  by  the 

rank  and  file  and  such  an  entire  sub- 
mission to  martial  government  in  order 

to  accomplish  a  patriotic  purpose,  as 

among-  the  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War. 
We  copv  the  following  spirited  lines 

written  by  a  young  soldier  of  the  Sev- 
enty-second Regiment  while  at  the 

front  to  show  the  cheerful  obedience  of 

the  American  Volunteer,  the  good  tem- 
per with  which  he  bore  the  hardships 

of  the  service  and  the  jovial  spirit  in 

which  he  submitted  to  military  discip- 
line : 

COMPANY  D. 

Roam  the  world  over, 
You'll  never  discover 

'Mid  infantry,  rifles,  or  cavalry  bold; On  land  or  on  sea, 
There  did  never  agree, 

Such  a  gay,  merry  party  as  here  are  en- rolled. 

Oh  where,  I  would  ask  you; 
Though  sorry  to  task  you, 

With  what,  it  is  clear,  must  impossible  be; 
Could  your  eye,  if  you  ran  it, 
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Over  all  our  great  planet, 
Find  such  a  gay  party  as  Company  D? 

There  is  Captain  Cass  Abell, 
Quite  as  staunch  as  a  cable, 

Will  stand  like  a  rock  by  the  colors,  we know; 
How  wide  his  eyelashes, 
How  fierce  his  moustaches 

Whenever  there's  prospect  of  meeting  the foe. 

Hugh  Hinman  beside  him, 
Good  fortune  betide  him, 

And  young  Johnny  Howard  stands  stifflv  as 
starch. 

Quite  certain  the  fact  is 
The  three  will  not  practice, 

In  face  of  the  rebels,  the  right  about  march 

There  is  Billy  Post  standing, 
To  look  from  the  landing, 

At  the  boats  on  the  water,  so  misty  and dark; 

Their  cannon  are  crashing, 
He  sees  their  red  flashing, 

And  grins  with  delight  like  a  shovel-nosed shark. 

In  Brooks,  too,  our  hope  is, 
And  Harvey  T.  Lopez, 

Who  bears  the  Excelsior  Colors,  you  know; 
And  Foss  and  VanHouten, 
There  rests  not  a  doubt  in 

The  line  of  the  closers,  they  will  dash  at 
the  foe. 

There  is  Corporal  Luce, 
Who  may  go  to  the  deuce. 

Or  to  China;  it  is  immaterial  to  me; 
And  Corporal  Ellis, 
A  prince  of  good  fellows, 

With  pirates  by  legions  to  windward  and 
lee. 

There  is  Ludlow  so  jolly 
Who  brings  with  him  "Cully," 

And  "Barley"  or  queer  little  Corporal  Pugh; 
And  Walden  and  Tate, 
Who  are  mentioned  so  late. 

Must    go    with     the     others  collectively 
through. 

There  is  bluff  Red  Lewis, 
And  nothing  more  true  is, 

Than  that,  if  you  tease  him,  he  is  certain 
to  swear. 

No  teamster  so  brave  is 

As  jolly  "Jeff  Davis," Who  will  run  you  a  heat  upon  time  if  you dare. 

There  is  Henry  Brevier, 
Like  a  bold  grenadier, 

With  Newberger,  scarcely  more  tall  than his  knees; 

If  the  foe  should  come  nigh, 
They  must  certainly  fly, 

Or  be  stifled    at    once    by    his  limburger cheese. 

There  is  little  Jim  Bowen, 
So  wicked  and  knowing, 

Like  Barton,  he  sports  a  miraculous  gun. 
And  though  Floyd  were  himself 
To  keep  watch  of  the  elf. 

He'd  be  stolen  quite  blind,  for  the  sake  of the  fun. 

And  Moon,  with  his  capers, 
Should  have  place  in  these  papers, 

An  excellent  judge  of  these  Maryland  crops; 
He  is  certain  the  way  to 
Live  well  on  potato, 

Is  to  draw  them  while  tender  and  green, 
by  the  tops. 

Though  Stevens  has  le-t  us 
He  has  not  bereft  us 

Of  a  captain  that  is  equally  good  as  our 

old; 

And  Marcus  and  Loeb  are, 
Since  last  year's  October, 

By  Doyle  in  a  different  muster  enrolled. 

And  Doyle,  the  brave  fellow, 
So  genial  and  mellow, 

We  graduate  him  with  a  Captain's  degree; But  if  evil  befall  him. 
We  will  quickly  recall  him; 

Warm  welcome  awaits  him  in  Company  D. 

Each  sticks  to  the  other 
Quite  as  close  as  a  brother. 

And  cur  style  has  been  always  so  easy  and 

free ; 

Our  hearts  never  sinking. 
We  ever  are  thinking — 

Oh,  who  would  not  soldier  in  Company  D. 
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"We  are  not  always  sure  that  those  who  advocate  the  truth,  are  actuated  by  a  purer 
principle  than  their  antagonists.  We,  upon  many  occasions  see  wise  and  good  men  on 
the  wrong,  as  well  as  on  the  right  side  of  questions  of  the  first  magnitude  to  society. 
These  circumstances,  if  duly  attended  to,  furnish  a  lesson  of  moderation  to  those  en- 

gaged in  any  controversy,  nowever  well  pe  rsuaded  of  being  in  the  right." — Alexander  Hamilton 

Stephen  A.  Douglas  died  June  4th, 
i86t.  He  and  Abraham  Lincohi  be- 

gan their  careers  in  hltle  four  corner 
towns  in  the  state  of  Ihinois,  both  poor 
and  obscure,  one  a  common  laborer 

and  the  other  an  humble  school  teach- 
er. Thev  belonged  to  different  schools 

of  politics.  Their  ability  and  character 
at  length  made  them  the  leaders  of  the 

two  opposing  political  parties  in  their 
state,  and  eventually  in  the  nation.  They 
were  striking  examples  among  the 
thousands  of  the  kind  in  this  country, 

of  the  power  of  a  free  republic,  to  raise 
from  the  humblest  ranks  in  life  men  of 

worth  and  genius,  statesmen  and  ora- 
tors, the  peers  of  any,  whether  selected 

from  favored  classes  of  our  own  coun- 
try or  from  the  nobility  of  Europe. 

Lincoln  and  Dotiglas  in  their  intel- 
lectual duels  in  the  forum,  at  the  bar, 

and  on  the  stump  gave  us  the  best  speci- 
imens  of  eloquence  since  the  days  of 
Webster,  Clay  and  Calhoun.  Each 
sought  in  his  own  way  to  preserve  the 
Union  and  to  maintain  the  glory  and 
prosperity  of  his  country. 

The  South  determined  that  slavery 
should  be  carried  into  the  territories, 

claiming  it  as  right  tmder  the  consti- 
tution. The  North  as  resolutely  de- 

termined that  it   should  not.  Seem- 

ingly there  could  be  no  compromise. 
Douglas  long  foresaw  and  was  the  first 

to  realize  the  imminence  and  magni- 
tude of  the  danger  that  threatened  the 

country.  He  saw  that  unless  some  solu- 
tion should  be  had,  the  South  would  rise 

in  arms  against  the  North,  and  the 

X'orth  against  the  South,  with  all  the 
bloody  consequences.  Inspired  by  hu- 

mane as  well  as  patriotic  impulses,  he 

sought  to  avert  the  fearful  calamity,  and 

prevent  the  destruction  of  the  LTnion. 
He  pointed  out  what  he  thought  was  the 

only  possible  way  that  remained  to  save 
the  Union  and  at  the  same  time  to 
avert  the  bloodiest  war  of  modern 

times — a  war  between  civilized  men  of 

the  same  blood  and  race  ;  that  of  leav- 
ing the  question  of  slavery  to  be  decided 

by  the  people  of  the  territories  when 
they  should  seek  admission  into  the 
Union ;  a  way  that  he  thought  would 

practically  restrict  slavery  to  its  least 

limits,  and  in  the  end  result  in  its  peace- 
ful extinction.  It  might  have  been  long 

in  reaching  this  happy  end,  but  in  the 
meantime  it  would  have  avoided  some 

of  the  evil  results  that  followed  its  sud- 
den and  violent  extinction.  In  view 

of  the  blood  that  flowed  and  the  car- 
nage that  followed  the  rejection  of  his 

plan,  was  it  not  worth  the  efifort  that 
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Douglas,  Fillmore  of  our  own  state, 
and  others  made  to  save  the  Union 

in  a  peaceful  wav?  The  adverse  sen- 
timents of  a  majority  of  their  country- 

men proved  too  strong  to  admit  of  the 
remedy. 

Although  Douglas  was  the  defeated 
candidate  for  President  of  the  largest 

wino-  of  the  Democratic  Party,  the  mo- 
ment the  South  rose  in  rebellion  he 

tendered  his  services  to  his  recent  an- 
tagonist. Lincoln  in  the  same  broad 

and  patriotic  spirit,  in  which  the  offer 

had  been  mac^e,  rising  above  all  parti- 
sanship, promptly  accepted  his  services 

and  made  him  a  major  general,  but 
Douglas  died  soon  after. 

The  unpartisan  example  set  by  these 
great  leaders  was  not  followed  by  the 
political  parties.  Party  organizations 
were  kept  up  in  the  Northern  states. 
In  Chautauqua  County  at  the  usual 

time  the  Republicans  called  their  sev- 
eral caucuses  and  conventions.  The 

Democrats  and  Americans  called  no 

caucuses  or  conventions,  but  notices 

were  circulated  by  them  for  a  union 
convention  to  be  held  at  Mayville  on  the 

25th  of  September,  i86t.  The  meeting 

was  largely  attended,  some  leading  Re- 
pul^licans  taking  a  part  in  its  proceed- 

ings. Madison  Burnell  was  the  principal 
speaker.  The  following  ticket  was 
nominated :  George  W.  Whallon  for 
Sheriff,  Oscar  Johnson  for  Special 

County  Judge,  Albert  Hay  ward  for 

Coroner,  Jesse  Brown  for  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Poor,  Watson  S.  Hinckley 

for  Special  Surrogate,  Emri  Davis 
and  Caleb  J.  Allen  for  Members  of  the 

Assembly.  The  most  of  these  candi- 

dates had  been  earnest  in  raising  sol- 
diers for  the  w^ar. 

At  the  Republican  county  conven- 
tion, which  was  also  held  at  Mayville, 

some  Democrats  were  placed  upon  the 
ticket.  The  most  notable  instance  was 

that  of  James  Sheward  for  Special 

County  Judpe.    He  was  an  unusually 

keen  writer.  He  had  been  editor  of  The 

Democratic  Press  and  Argus  pub- 
lished in  Dunkirk,  and  in  the  previous 

presidential  election  and  up  to  the  bom- 
bardn^.ent  of  Fort  Sumter  he  had  been 
an  extremely  vigorous  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  southern  democracy 
represented  by  Breckenridge  and 
Lane.  He  now  earnestly  maintained 
the  cause  of  the  North.  Walter  Moore 

of  the  town  of  Chautauc|ua  received 
the  nomination  of  Superintendent  of 

the  Poor  and  Reuben  Davis  of  Har- 

MADISON  BUKNEM.. 

mony,  that  of  Justice  of  Sessions,  both 
of  whom  had  been  Democrats  ;  the  rest 

of  the  ticket  was  made  up  of  Republi- 
cans, who  had  been  ardent  supporters 

of  President  Lincoln  in  the  election  of 

the  year  before,  as  follows :  Charles 
Kennedy  for  Sheriff,  Sidney  Jones  for 

County  Clerk,  Austin  Smith  for  Special 
Surrogate  and  Willard  Bucklin  for 

Coroner.  The  Republican  district  con- 
vention put  in  nomination  Henry  A. 

Prendergast  and  Llenry  C.  Lake  for 
Assembly.  These  were  all  competent 

men  and  well  qualified  to  fill  the  posi- 
tions for  which  they  were  named.  At 

this  county  convention  before  the  can- 
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didates  were  named,  a  resolution  was 

offered  by  E.  F.  Warren,  a  prominent 
Republican,  that  the  candidates  put  in 
nomination  by  the  union  convention  be 

the  candidates  of  the  Republican  con- 
vention. The  resolution  was  rejected 

by  a  very  large  majority.  It  appeared 
that  there  was  some  sentiment  in  both 

conventions  in  favor  of  wiping  out  par- 
ty lines. 
The  election  in  Chautauqua  County 

resulted  in  6,498  votes  for  Ballard,  Re- 
publican for  Secretary  of  State,  and  2.- 

383  for  Jones  the  Democratic  and 
American  candidate  for  that  office 

Kennedy  was  elected  Sheriff  over  Whal- 

lon  by  1,579  majority.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  Republican  county 

ticket  was  elected  except  Prendergast, 

Emri  Davis's  majority  over  him  was 

938. In  1862  partisan  spirit  ran  higher 
than  in  1861.  The  Democrats  believed 

that  the  sole  object  of  the  war  should 
be  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  the 

preservation  of  the  Union.  They  feared 
lest,  in  the  confusion  and  violence  of 

the  times,  the  free  principles  upon 
which  the  government  rested  were  in 

danger.  They  were  jealous  of  the 

party  in  power  and  questioned  its  pur- 
poses and  criticised  the  management 

of  the  war.  On  the  other  hand  the  Re- 

publicans claimed  as  sincerely  that 
these  criticisms  were  unwarranted  and 

inspired  by  a  spirit  of  disloyalty,  and  de- 
nounced them  as  seditious  and  treason- 

able. The  Democrats  contended  that 

the  principles  essential  to  a  free  gov- 
ernment were  not  safe  without  the  right 

to  discuss  the  sincerity  and  wisdom  of 

the  acts  and  motives  of  those  in  power 
and  they  insisted  on  the  right  of  such 
discussion  with  reference  to  these  im- 

portant questions.  It  is  not  strange 
that  a  free  people  who  had  always  been 

in  the  habit  of  independent  thinking 
and  speech,  when  suddenly  confronted 

with  such  an  unusual  and  dangerous 

situation  as  that  in  which  the  Rebellion 

found  them,  should  differ  in  opinion. 

One  portion  only  saw  the  Union  threat- 
ened with  disruption  and  the  other  por- 

tion saw  its  free  institutions  threatened 

with  destruction.  It  was  not  singular 
that  the  two  i^arties  should  misjudge 

each  other's  motive  and  use  intemperate 
and  sometimes  extreme  and  violent 

language,  leading  themselves  thereby 

to  be  still  further  misjudp-ed.  People 
less  awake  to  the  serious  consequences 

that  appeared  to  threaten  them  and  im- 
bued in  a  less  degree  with  a  spirit  of 

freedom  and  love  of  country  would 

have  been  perhaps  more  pacific  to- 
wards each  other. 

During  the  spring  and  summer  of 
1862,  persons  were  arrested  by  order 

of  the  War  Department,  and  the  De- 
partment of  the  Secretary  of  State  in 

New  York  and  in  other  loyal  states, 

charged  with  using  seditious  language 

and  imprisoned  without  trial  in  Fort 
Lafayette  in  New  York  Harbor,  and 

Fort  Warren  in  Boston  Harbor,not- 
withstanding  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 

had  not  been  suspended.  The  Demo- 
crats feared  that  the  suppression  of  free 

speech  was  contemplated  by  Secretary 

Seward  or  Stanton  and  a  vigorous  po- 

litical campaign  followed  in  the  north- 
ern states,  the  principal  issue  being  the 

right  to  make  these  arrests.  The  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  was  finally  suspended 

by  proclamation  of  President  Lincoln. 
In  New  York  the  Democrats  nomin- 

ated Horatio  Seymour  for  Governor 

and  the  Reublicans  James  S.  Wads- 
worth.  Seymour  took  the  stump  and 

made  notable  speeches  to  large  assem- 
1)lies  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  state. 
The  New  York  World,  in  a  series  of 

widely  read  editorials  written  by  Man- 
ton  Marble,  vigorously  opposed  these 

arrests  and  the  suspension  of  the  writ 

of  habeas  corpus,  as  also  did  other 

leading  newspapers  in  the  state  of  New 
York.     The  election  in  the  northern 
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states  generally  resulted  in  favor  of  the 

Democrats.  Seymour  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor in  New  York  and  the  arrests 

were  discontinued.  Later  they  were 
decided  by  the  United  States  Court,  in 
the  celebrated  Mulligan  case,  to  have 
been  illegal,  as  was  the  suspension  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  states 

where  courts  were  sittins;-. 
The  arrest  of  Rev.  Judson  B.  Rene- 

diet,  a  minister  of  the  Camp1)ellite  per- 
suasion, for  a  sermon  delivered  in  Au- 

rora in  Erie  County,  New  York,  Aug- 
ust 31st,  1862,  occasioned  considerable 

discussion  by  the  press  in  this  part  of 
the  state.  In  Chautauqua  County  party 

spirit  ran  as  high  as  elsewhere.  Dem- 
ocrats, although  overwhelmingly  in  the 

minority,  vigorously  expressed  their 
opinions  in  newspapers  and  upon  the 

stump.  Republicans  displayed  toler- 
ance and  forbearance  towards  their 

opponents.  No  illegal  arrests  were  in- 
stituted in  Chautauqua  County  during 

the  war  and  the  very  heated  and  threat- 
ening discussion  between  members  of 

the  two  opposing  parties  in  but  few  in- 
stances led  to  serious  results. 

In  Chautauqua  County  Wadsworth 

polled  7,178  and  Seymour  3,712.  Reu- 
ben E.  Eenton  was  elected  to  Congress 

over  Stephen  D.  Cadwell  by  3,351  ma- 

jority. George  Barker  was  elected  Dis- 
trict Attorney  over  Lorenzo  Morris  by 

3,273  majority.  John  Steward  was 
elected  to  the  Assemblv  over  Emri  Da- 

vis, and  Henry  C.  Lake  over  Timothy 

D.  Copp.  All  elected  were  Republicans. 

In  1863  an  active  campaign  was  con- 
ducted by  the  Republicans,  but  it  was 

of  much  less  interest  than  the  campaign 
in  the  fall  of  1862.  In  October  ex- 
Governor  Randall  of  Wisconsin  and 

Reuben  E.  Fenton  addressed  a  Repub- 
lican audience  at  Fredonia.  Senator 

Zachariah  Chandler  of  Michigan  ad- 
dressed several  Renublican  meetings 

during  the  campaign,  among  them  a 

large   meeting   at    Fredonia.    At  the 

general  election  in  the  fall  Chaun- 

cey  M.  Depew,  the  Republican 
candidate  for  Secretary  of  State, 

received  7,503  votes,  Daniel  B.  St. 
John,  the  Democratic  candidate,  3, 

430  votes.  Theodore  Brown  was  elect- 
ed Surrogate  over  Albert  Richmond ; 

Byron  Ellsworth  County  Treasurer 

over  George  W.  GifTord ;  John  Stew- 
ard to  the  Assembly  over  H.  C.  Kings- 

bury ;  Julien  Williams  over  Oliver  Lee 
Swift.  Richard  P.  Marvin  was  elected 

without  opposition  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  Orsell  Cook  was  elected 

County  Judge  over  William  Book- 
staver. 

Orsell  Cook  was  born  in  Rutland 

County,  Vermont,  in  1809.  He  came 
to  Chautauqua  County  in  1830.  In 
1833  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
with  Hon.  Richard  P.  Marvin  and  was 

subsequently  admitted  to  practice.  He 
was  Surrogate  three  years  commencing 

with  1844.  Judge  Cook  was  a  frank, 
outspoken  man,  and  an  able  and  much 
esteemed  lawyer.  The  firm  of  Cook 
and  Lockwood  for  many  years  was  a 
leading  law  firm  of  the  county. 

The  presidential  campaign  in  1864 
was  one  of  unusual  interest  in  the 

northern  states.  Abraham  Lincoln  was 

the  Republican  candidate  for  President 

for  a  second  term.  George  B.  McClel- 
lan  was  the  Democratic  candidate.  The 

fact  that  Reuben  E.  Fenton,  a  native 
and  a  resident  of  Chautauqua  County, 

was  the  Republican  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor against  Horatio  Seymour  great- 

ly enhanced  the  interest  in  the  election 
in  Chautauqua  County.  The  campaign 
was  here  conducted  with  great  energy 

by  the  Republicans,  and  was  remark- 
able for  the  number  of  local  speakers 

who  took  the  stump  for  the  ticket ; 

among  them  were  James  Sheward, 
Alexander  Sheldon,  W.  L.  Sessions, 

George  Barker,  Davis  H.  Wait,  Isaac 

George,  H.  O.  Lakin,  C.  R.  Lockwood, 

A.  Hazehine,  Jr.,^Moses  Smith,  Theg- 
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dore  Brown,  J.  T.  Williams,  Oscar  F. 
Price,  A.  A.  Van  Dusen,  E.  R.  Rootey. 

Large  Republican  meetings  were  held 
in  the  coimtv,  at  Jamestown,  Fredonia 

and  Westfield.  Among  those  ad- 
dressing them  were  distinguished 

speakers  from  abroad, — Gahisha  A. 
Grow  from  Penns^dvania,  General  Ca- 

rey from  Ohio  and  William  Pitt  Angell 

from  Allegany  County. 
The  Democrats  conducted  the  cam- 

paign in  the  county  with  great  earnest- 
ness. Their  principal  meeting  was  held 

in  Jamestown  and  was  addressed  by 
Horatio  Seymour.  It  was  one  of  the 

largest  political  meetings  that  had  ever 
been  held  in  the  county  up  to  that  time. 

Large  delegations  came  in  from  every 
part  of  the  county  and  long  trains 
of  cars  from  without,  loaded  with 

people.  The  election  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  Lincoln  for  President  and 

Fenton  for  Governor.  In  Chautauqua 
County  Lincoln  received  8,7oo  votes, 

McClellan  3,992;  Fenton  leceived 

8,762  votes  for  Governor  and  Sey- 
mour 3,952 ;  Amos  K.  Warren  was 

elected  Sheriff  over  Jarvis  B.  Rice ; 
Charles  L.  Norton  was  elected  Clerk 

over  John  C.  Mullett ;  Sextus  H.  Hun- 
gerford  was  elected  Member  of  Assem.- 

bly  over  L^riah  S.  LaDue,  and  Martin 
Crowell  over  Flint  Blanchard.  All 

elected  were  Republicans.  Many  sol- 

diers' votes,  transmitted  by  mail  in  pur- 
suance of  the  law  as  it  then  existed, 

were  cast.  .It  is  impossible  to  give  a 
correct  estimate  of  the  number  of  sol- 

diers' votes  so  cast  for  the  respective 
candidates. 

The  election  held  in  the  fall  of  1865 

was  not  warmly  contested.  The  vote 

polled  by  the  respective  parties  was 
relatively  the  same  as  in  the  preceding 

year.  Francis  liarlow,  the  Republican 
candidate  for  Secretary  of  State  was 
elected  over  Henry  W.  Slocum  the 

Democratic  candidate  ;  Walter  L.  Ses- 
sions was  elected  Senator  over  Charles 

H.  Lee ;  Nahum  S.  Scott  District  At- 
torney over  Obed  Edson.  Joseph  B. 

Fay  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  over 
Sheldon  B.  Miller,  and  Orson  Stiles 
over  S.  M.  Newton,  and  Phineas  M. 

Miller  was  elected  School  Commission- 
er from  the  First  District  over  Henry 

E.  Gifford. 

The  election  in  1866  was  a  guberna- 
torial election.  R.  E.  Fenton  was  the 

Republican  candidate  and  John  T.  Hoff- 
man the  Democratic  candidate  for  Gov- 

ernor. This  year  began  the  strife  be- 
tween Andrew  Johnson,  President  of 

United  States  and  Congress.  The 
President  maintained  the  right  of  the 

people  of  the  seceded  states  to  send 
representatives  to  Congress  ;  Congress 

opposed  it.  This  was  the  principal  issue 
in  the  campaign  of  1866.  Republican 
meetines  were  held  in  the  county  ad- 

dressed by  Horace  Greelev,  Galusha  A. 

Grow,  once  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  ; Hannibal  Flamlin,  Mce 

President  of  the  L^nited  States,  and 

other  distinguished  speakers.  A  Dem- 
ocratic meeting  was  held  in  Jamestown 

in  October  addressed  by  Robert  H. 

Pruyne  and  A.  P.  Lanning.  The  cam- 

paign resulted  in  the  election  of  Reu- 
ben E.  Fenton  Governor.  He  received 

in  Chautauqua  County  8,750  votes. 

Hoffman  received  5,814  votes.  William 

Leet  was  elected  Treasurer  over  Wil- 

liam R.  Tinckom ;  Henry  O.  Lakin 

Surrogate  over  Henry  C.  Kingsbury ; 

Joseph  B.  Fay  was  elected  to  the  As- 
sembly over  William  Green  in  the  First 

Assembly  District  and  Orson  Styles  in 
the  Second  District  over  Thomas  W. 
Bristol.  Phineas  M.  Miller  was  elected 

School  Commissioner  in  the  First  Dis- 
trict over  Burdett  S.  Bly  and  James 

McNaughton  in  the  Second  District 
over  Thomas  S.  Pratt.  All  elected 

were  Republicans.  A  vote  was  taken 
in  the  state  and  carried  to  revise  the 

constitution  of  the  state.    In  Chautau- 
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qua  County  8,445  votes  were  cast  in 
favor  and  3,552  as^ainst  it. 
We  have  now  arrived  at  a  time  when 

the  interest  in  the  contests  between  the 

two   leacHng   poHtical    i^arties    of  the 

county,  was  transferred  to  an  intestinal 

war  that  had  spruno^  up  in  the  Repub- 
Hcan  ]}arty  between  two  wings  in  the 
Congressional  District  composed  of 

Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  Counties. 



CHAPTER  XVII. 

THE  FENTON-ALLEN-SESSIONS  FEUD. 

1 867- 1 880. 

"I'll  tell  it  as  it  was  told  to  me." 

From  the  time  of  the  union  of  the 
Free  Soil  Democrats  with  the  Anti 

Slavery  Whigs,  forming-  the  Republican 
Party,  there  was  not  an  entirely  cor- 

dial feeling  existing  between  the  two 

wings  of  the  Republican  Party  in 

Chautauqua  County.  Reuben  E.  Fen- 
ton,  its  most  influential  member,  was 
of  Democratic  antecedents.  He  had 

led  many  Democrats  into  the  Repub- 
lican fold,  among  whom  were  men  of 

prominence  and  influence  in  the  county, 
and  they  received  their  full  share  of 
the  honors  in  the  distribution  of  the 

offices  which  often  occurred  in  this  Re- 

publican stronghold. 
The  brothers  Walter  and  Loren  Ses- 

sions of  the  town  of  Harmony  in  some 

measure  represented  the  old  Whig  el- 
ement of  the  party.  They  were  both 

sagacious  and  aggressive  politicians. 
Walter  early  had  waged  a  sucessful 
contest  in  his  own  town  against  the 

leaders  of  his  party  there, — the  Stew- 
ard brothers, — men  of  character  and  in- 

fluence, who  in  political  matters  had 

long  controlled  the  town.  Twice  had 

Walter,  notwithstanding  a  strong  op- 
position, been  elected  Supervisor  of 

Harmony,  and  twice  he  had  been  elect- 
ed to  the  Assembly  and  for  four 

years  to  the  State  vSenate.  Loren, 

his  younger  brother,  had  marked 

ability    and    a    keen    knowledge  of 

human  nature.  He  was  genial, 
shrewd  and  audacious.  Three  times 

he  had  been  elected  Stipervisor  of  Har- 

mony. He  rendered  great  aid  in  pro- 

moting his  brother  Walter's  success. 
The  Sessions  brothers  always  acted  in 

unison.  With  much  sagacity  and  har- 
mony, they  would  choose  the  time  and 

method  of  promoting  each  other's  ad- 
vancement. They  became  at  length 

formidable  opponents  to  Governor  Fen- 
ton  in  the  partv,  notwithstanding  Gov- 

ernor Fenton's  prestige  and  popularity, 
and  finally  important  political  factors 
in  their  Congressional  and  Senatorial 
Districts. 

Among  the  friends  of  Governor  Fen- 
ton  who  had  been  leading  Democrats 

before  the  Civil  W^ar  and  who  were 
now  leading  Republicans,  was  Col. 
Augustus  F.  Allen  of  Jamestown.  He 
was  an  unusually  energetic,  able  and 

public  spirited  business  man,  upright  and 

fair  in  all  dealings.  He  was  widely  es- 
teemed and  deservedly  popular.  The 

people  of  Jamestown  had  long  relied 
upon  him  to  lead  in  every  important 

enterprise ;  to  watch  and  guard  the 

interests  of  that  locality  in  all  im- 
portant matters.  Colonel  Allen  had 

been  for  twelve  years  chosen  Super- 
visor of  Ellicott  and  twice  Chairman  of 

the  Board.  During  the  many  years 

that  thev  were  serving  together  on  the 
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Board  of  Supervisors  there  grew  up  a 
feeling  of  rivalry  and  opposition  be- 

tween the  Sessions  brothers  and  Col- 
onel Allen.  The  strained  relations  that 

had  so  long  existed  between  the  two 

wings  of  the  Republican  Party  led  by 
these  men  had  now  grown  into  a  state 
of  warfare,  so  that  when  Walter  Ses- 

sions sought  a  re-election  to  the  State 
Senate  at  the  expiration  of  his  second 

term  he  found  a  strong  opposition 
against  him,  inspired,  he  claimed,  by 
Governor  Fenton. 

And  now  began  a  memorable  polit 
ical  contest  between  these  two  factions 

of  the  Republican  Party,  in  the  Con- 
gressional and  Senatorial  District  com- 

posed of  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus 
Counties ;  a  war  which  continued  for 

many  a  vear  and  developed  in  that  time 
many  keen  practical  and  sometimes  not 

over  scrupulous  politicians ;  whose  in- 
fluence came  to  be  felt  beyond  the  lim- 

its of  the  county,  often  and  powerfully 
in  state  conventions.  One  portion  of 

those  opposing  Republicans  was  known 
as  the  Fenton  or  Allen  Wing  and  the 
other  as  the  Sessions  Wing. 
The  Democratic  Party  during  this 

period  was  largely  in  the  minority  in 

the  Congressional  District.  In  Chau- 

tauqua County  the  Democrats  were  un- 
able to  poll  one-half  the  number  of 

votes  that  were  cast  by  the  Republi- 
cans, a  condition  which  favored  the 

feud,  as  it  could  exist  without  danger 
of  Democratic  success. 

There  were  four  Assembly  Districts 

in  the  Congressional  District ;  two  in 
Chautauqua  and  two  in  Cattaraugus. 
According  to  the  rule  then  in  force,  each 
of  these  Assembly  Districts  was  entitled 

to  five  delegates  in  the  Senatorial  and 

Congressional  Conventions,  which 

would  give  to  Chautauqua  and  Cattar- 
augus Counties  ten  delegates  each. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held 

in  October,  1867,  in  Dunkirk,  Walter 
L.  Sessions  was  a  candidate  for  Senator 

and  Colonel  Allen  was  the  candidate 
of  those  opposed  to  him.  The  contest 
was  an  acrimonious  and  an  energetic 
one.  Walter  and  Loren  Sessions  so 
adroitly  managed  the  delegates  that  it 
resulted  in  nine  votes  for  Colonel  Allen 
and  eleven  votes  for  Walter  L.  Ses- 

sions, and  he  was  nominated.  It  was 
claimed  by  Colonel  Allen's  friends  that 
this  result  was  grossly  unfair.  So  bitter 
were  they  that  they  gave  Colonel  Allen 
an  independent  nomination  for  the  of- 

fice of  Senator. 

The  Democrats  saw  their  opportun- 
ity and  nominated  their  best  man,  Col. 

Lorenzo  Morris  of  Fredonia,  who  was 
not  only  an  able  and  sagacious  lawyer, 
but  an  old  time  Democrat  who  had  al- 

ways stood  by  his  colors,  and  was  con- 
sequently influential  in  the  counsels  01 

his  party  in  Western  New  York,  and  its 
leader  in  his  own  county.  A  three- 
cornered  canvass  followed.  The  cam- 

paign was  conducted  with  vigor  by  Al- 
len and  Sessions.  At  the  election  the 

vote  was  nearly  equally  divided  between 
the  three  candidates.  Colonel  Morris, 
however,  received  the  greatest  number 
of  votes  in  the  Counties  of  Chautauqua 
and  Cattaraugus,  and  was  elected  by 
two  hundred  three  majority, — a  notable 
and  long  remembered  triumph  for  the 
Democratic  Party. 

In  Chautau(|ua  County  Sessions  re- 
ceived 4,257  votes,  Morris  3,879  and 

Allen  3,440.  Colonel  Allen  succeeded 
better  as  a  candidate  for  delegate  to 
the  Constitutional  Convention.  He  and 
George  Barker  were  elected  as  such 

delegates.  In  the  First  Assembly  Dis- 
trict there  were  two  Republican  candi- 

dates for  member,  Matthew  P.  Bemus 

who  received  2,021  votes  and  was  elect- 

ed, and  Horace  H.  Glidden  Independent 

Republican,  who  received  1,645  votes. 
Theodore  S.  Moss  was  the  Democratic 

candidate  and  received  1,296.  James 

B.  McKeon,  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  Secretary  of  State  received 
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in  the  county  7/)i4  votes;  Ho- 
mer A.  Nelson  the  Democratic 

can(Hdate  received  4,035  votes. 

Orsell  Cook  was  elected  County  Jtidgc 
over  Oscar  Johnson ;  Lewis  Andrus 
was  elected  Sheriff  over  Timothy  D. 

Copp,  Richard  Willing-  Countv  Clerk 
over  Rollin  D.  Rockwell,  and  Winfield 

S.  Cameron  to  the  Assemblv  in  the  Sec- 
ond Assembly  District  over  John  S. 

Beggs.    All  elected  were  Republicans. 
George  Barker,  who  was  chosen  as 

delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, was  also  elected  a  Justice 

of  the  Supreme  Court.  Judge  Barker 
was  born  in  Cayuga  County  in 
1823,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
and  came  to  Fredonia  in  1848, 

where  he  practiced  law  until  1867,  serv- 
ing one  term  as  District  Attorney  of 

Chautauqua  County.  He  served  over 
twenty  years  as  Justice  of  the  Supreme 

Court,  being  re-elected  in  1876  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  his  district.  During 
the  many  years  of  his  service,  he  was 
a  member  of  the  General  Term  for  the 

Fourth  Judicial  Department.  In  the 

later  years  of  his  term  he  was  the  Pre- 
siding Justice.  Fie  was  fitted  for  the 

high  place  which  he  filled  so  long,  not 
only  by  his  judicial  abilitv  but  also  by 
his  integrity  of  character.  He  is  now 

living  at  Fredonia  one  of  the  most  hon- 
ored citizens  of  the  county.  He  is  the 

father-in-law  of  Hon.  John  Woodward 
now  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Col.  Lorenzo  Morris,  who  was  now 
elected  Senator,  was  born  in  Madison 

County  in  181 7,  came  with  his  parents  to 

Chautauqua  County  in  1819,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  Mayville 

Academy.  In  1844  he  was  admitted  to 

the  bar.  He  practiced  law  in  Mayville, 
but  spent  a  greater  part  of  his  life  in 
Fredonia.  At  the  death  of  Madison 

Burnell  he  became  the  leader  of  the 

bar  of  his  county,  and  in  his  day  one 
of  the  ablest  trial  lawyers  in  Western 
New  York.    In  1872  he  was  chosen  a 

member  of  the  State  Constitutional 

Convention,  and  is  now  living  at  Fre- 
donia, one  of  its  most  esteemed  citi- 

zens. 

Much  bitterness  was  engendered  in 
the  Republican  Party  by  reason  of  the 
candidacy  of  Colonel  Allen  for  Senator. 

Recriminating  articles  appeared  during- 
and  after  the  campaign  in  the  Repub- 

lican newspapers.  Governor  Fenton 
was  charged  with  duplicity  towards  the 
regular  Republican  candidate,  which  he 
denied. 

The  defeat  of  Walter  L.  Sessions, 

notwithstanding-  he  had  received  the 
regular  nomination  of  a  party  having 

such  a  large  majority  in  his  Senatorial 
District,  by  the  independent  action  of  so 
many  influential  members  of  his  own 

party,  supported  by  such  a  large  num  • 
ber  of  the  rank  and  file,  would  have  dis- 

m_ayed  and  overwhelmed  a  less  deter- 
mined and  skillful  politician.  He  how- 

ever imputed  his  defeat  to  the  prestige 
and  influence  of  Governor  Fenton 

against  him,  and  besides,  he  was  en- 
couraged bv  the  strong  attachment  of 

those  who  had  been  his  su])porters  and 
admirers.  So  neither  he  nor  his  broth- 

er Loren  for  a  moment  thought  of  giv- 
ing up  the  contest,  and  now  both  wings 

of  the  Republicans  began  thoroughly 

to  prepare  for  the  important  Congres- 
sional Convention  that  was  to  be  held 

in  1-868. 

The  campaign  commenced  with  a 

sharp  preliminary  skirmish  in  the  Sec- 
ond Chautauqua  Assembly  District 

convention,  held  in  Sinclairville  in  July, 

1868,  over  the  choice  of  five  delegates 

to  be  chosen  to  represent  the  district 

in  the  Congressional  Convention  there- 
after to  be  held.  Two  sets  of  delegates 

came  for  recognition  from  the  town  of 

Ellicott,  which  then  included  the  village 
of  Jamestown.  Henry  O.  Lakin,  a 

well  known  lawyer  of  Jamestown,  ad- 
dressed the  convention  in  behalf  of  the 

Sessions  delegates,  and  Porter  Sheldon., 
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also  of  Jamestown,  in  a  vigorous  speech 

presented  the  case  of  the  Allen  del- 
egates, and  was  successful  in  securing 

them  seats  in  the  convention,  with  the 

further  result  that  the  five  Allen  del- 

egates were  chosen  to  the  Congression- 
al Convention. 

In  the  Western  Assembly  District  of 
Chautauqua  Countv  five  delegates 
were  chosen  favorable  to  Walter  L. 

Sessions  for  Congress.  Of  the  five  del- 
egates chosen  for  the  Western  District 

of  Cattaraugus  County  three  were  for 
Norman  M.  Allen  of  Dayton  in  that 
county,  and  two  were  said  to  be  at  the 
control  of  Governor  Fenton,  and  ])oth 

opposed  Sessions.  The  five  delegates 
in  the  Eastern  District  of  Cattaraugus 

ostensibly  were  for  Dr.  Henry  \'an 
Aernam  and  decidedly  favorable  to 
Walter  L.  Sessions  as  a  second  choice. 

This  memorable  Congressional  Con- 
vention was  held  at  Dunkirk  in  August, 

1868.  It  was  the  most  skillfully  man- 
aged and  closely  contested  ever  held 

in  the  county. 

Reuben  E.  Fenton,  when  first  he  en- 
tered into  politics,  being  then  but  a 

young  man,  broueht  with  him  political 
methods  distinctly  new  to  Chautauqua 
County  politics.  He  was  ambitious 
and  enterprising,  and  had  executive 
ability  of  a  high  order.  He  was  politic 

and  sought  to  placate  rather  than  ex- 
asperate his  enemies.  He  was  not  re- 

vengeful, and  would  seldom  retaliate 

for  injuries  done  him,  but  i)ass  his  cal- 
umniators and  denunciators  by  unno- 

ticed. He  was  cjuick  lo  see  the  drift 

of  public  sentiment  and  adroit  to  trim 

his  sails  accordingly.  He  was  not  dis- 
tinguished as  a  speaker  or  a  writer, 

but  had  superior  talent  as  an  organ- 
izer, and  great  ability  as  a  tactician.  He 

was  the  founder  of  the  Chautauqua 

school  of  politics  which  made  him  pow- 
erful to  promote  the  cause  for  which 

he  enlisted,  which  lasted  many  year.- 
and  extended  its  influence  far  beyond 

the  limits  of  his  county  and  Congres- 
sional District.  His  methods  received 

extensive  notice  and  were  much  criti- 

cised. Although  he  now  had  ostensibly 
withdrawn  from  practical  politics  in 
his  own  Congressional  District,  his 
hand  was  still  to  be  seen  in  the  conven- 

tion now  to  be  held. 

The  convention  was  largely  attended, 

drawing  more  people  together  than 
had  over  assembled  at  a  convention  in 

the  Congressional  District.  Dr.  Henry 

\'an  Aernam  of  Cattaraugus,  whose 
term  of  office  was  about  to  expire, 

sought  a  renomination.  Fie  was 

promptly  on  hand  to  manage  his  can- 
vass. Col.  Augustus  F.  Allen  and  the 

delegates  from  his  Assembly  District 
came  Wednesday  night.  Xorman  M. 

Allen  of  Cattaraugus,  with  his  dele- 
gates, was  also  early  on  hand,  while 

Walter  and  Loren  Sessions  (generally 

and  familiarly  called  "Lo")  took  room 
31,  right  next  to  the  parlor  in  which  the 

convention  was  held,  for  their  quar- 
ters The  contest  appeared  to  be  a 

deatli  struggle  between  Colonel  Allen 

and  ihe  Sessions  brothers  for  suprema- 

cy. The  leading  politicians  and  repre- 
sentative men  of  both  counties  and 

both  factions  were  present :  Matthew 

P.  Bemus,  Dr.  J.  T.  Williams  of  Chau- 
tautpia  County,  and  from  Cattaraugus 
came  Gideon  Searles,  Russell  Martin, 

John  Manly  and  others.  They  were 
present  in  the  interest  of  \  anAernam 
and  Sessions  and  thronged  room  31, 
while  Gen.  Patrick  Jones,  Rodney 

Crowley  and  A.  W.  Penson  of  Cattar- 
augus, Hiram  Smith,  George  Palmer, 

W.  W.  Henderson,  J.  W.  Breed,  John 

A.  Hall,  George  W.  Tew  of  Chautauqua 

and  other  i)rominent  citizens  consulted 
with  Colonel  Allen.  Wednesday  and 

Thu':sday  mornings  were  spent  in 

making  combinations.  "Lo"  was  ubi- 
quitous ;  he  saw  everybody.  The  pur- 

pose of  the  Sessions  party  was  if  possi- 
ble to  secure  the  nomination  of  Walter 
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L  Sessions  or  his  friend,  Dr.  Van 

Aernani,  to  Congress,  and  particnlarly 

to  prevent  the  nomination  of  Colonel 
Allen,  who,  by  his  independent  action 
of  the  year  before,  had  defeated  Walter 
for  Senator. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order 

on  Thursday  and  a  delegate  from  Cat- 
taraugus County  was  chosen  chairman, 

a  victory  for  "Lo"  who  managed  his 
brother's  canvass.  A  viva  voce  meth- 

od of  voting  was  adoi)ted,  however, 
which  operated  to  his  disadvantage. 
Upon  the  first  informal  ballot  Norman 
M.  Allen  received  five  votes  from  his 

own,  the  Western  District  of  Cattar- 
augus, and  five  votes  from  the  Eastern 

(Colonel  Allen's  District)  of  Chautau- 
qua. Walter  Sessions  received  five 

votes  from  the  Western  District  of 

Chautauqua  and  Dr.  Van  Aernam  five 
votes  from  the  Eastern  District  of  Cat- 

taraugus. This  ballot  indicated  that 
the  strength  of  the  two  factions  was 
equal.  A  score  or  two  of  ballots  were 

taken  with  the  same  result,  when  a  re- 
cess was  called,  after  which  negotiations 

much  hard  work,  many  recesses,  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  ballots  in  all 
were  taken  without  any  change  in  the 
situation  and  the  convention  adjourned 
for  supper. 

At  8  o'clock  in  the  evning  the  con- 
vention reconvened  and  now  Colonel 

Allen's  faction  adopted  a  sucessful 
strategic  move.  They  resolved  to 
cease  to  cast  their  ballots  for  Norman 

M.  Allen,  and  instead  of  attempting  the 
nomination  of  Col.  A.  F.  Allen,  to  cast 
their  ballots  for  Porter  Sheldon  who 

had  secured  an  Allen  delegation  at 
Sinclairville  convention  for  Colonel  Al- 

len's District,  and  was  his  close  friend. 
Mr.  Sheldon  could  not  only  command 
the  ten  votes  that  had  before  been  cast 
for  Norman  M.  Allen  but  one  vote  from 

the  Sessions  ranks  also,  that  of  C.  K. 

Judson  who  had  long  been  a  personal 
friend  of  Mr.  Sheldon.     On  the  first 

ballot  after  supper  Porter  Sheldon  re- 
ceived the  ten  votes  that  had  been  cast 

l:)efore  for  Norman  M.  Allen,  and  on  the 

one  hundred  fifty-second  informal  ballot 
eleven  votes,  including  that  of  Judson. 

Sidney  Jones  of  Col.  Allen's  delegation 
now  moved  that  the  convention  proceed 

to  a  formal  ballot.  "Lo"  immediatelv 
moved  a  recess ;  after  a  sharp 

struggle  a  recess  for  one-half  hour  was 

ordered,  whereupon  "Lo''  had  a  stren- 
uous interview  with  Judson  who  proved 

incorrigible.  The  convention  reassem- 

bled and  "Lo"  again,  after  another 
sharp  contest,  carried  a  further  recess 
of  one-half  hour  which  he  managed  to 

prolong  to  four  and  one-half  hours.  At 
half  past  one  in  the  morning  the  del- 

egates reassembled,  but  "Lo"  it  was 
said  in  the  meantime  had  put  the  chair- 

man to  bed.  He  was  called  up  and  in  the 

sharp  contest  that  followed  it  was 
claimed  by  the  opposing  faction  that 
the  chairman  singularly  took  the  same 

view  of  all  questions  and  points  of  or- 
der raised  that  "Lo"  did,  and  that  what 

the  chairman  did  not  know  of  parlia- 
mentary practice,  which  they  said  was  a 

great  deal,  Lo  told  him,  and  which 
seemed  to  have  been  omitted  from 

Croswell's  Manual  of  parliamentary 
practice.  The  chairman  finally  declared 
that  the  convention  was  not  properly 

in  session,  and  would  entertain  no  mo- 
tion looking  to  business. 

Friday  morning  the  convention  re- 
asembled.  LTpon  the  first  ballot  the 
Van  Aernam  and  Sessions  delegates,  in 

pursuance  of  an  agreement  made  dur- 

ing the  night  by  Lo's  advice,  cast  all 
their  ballots  for  Norman  M.  Allen,  as 

he  was  less  objectionable  to  them  than 
was  Sheldon.  The  Colonel  Allen  wing, 

in  good  faith  to  Norman  M.  Allen,  also 
cast  their  votes  for  him.  Norman  M. 

Allen  had  now  twenty  votes,  being  all 

the  ballots,  and  was  unanimously  nomi- 
nated. But  he  in  a  few  remarks  de- 

clined the  honor.    We  have  now  a  re- 
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markable  situation.  The  members  of 

the  Sessions  and  A'anAernam  wing 
were  extremely  anxious  to  secure  the 
nomination  of  Norman  M.  Allen,  whom 

during"  one  hundred  fifty  ballots  they 
had  been  as  anxious  to  defeat,  and  on 
the  other  hand  Norman  M.  Allen  who 

had  been  striving  through  one  hun- 
dred fifty  ballots  to  obtain  the  nomina- 
tion, now  that  he  had  obtained  it  and 

that  too  by  a  unanimous  vote,  peremp- 
torily declined  it.  This  conduct,  in 

view  of  the  circumstances  as  they  ex- 
isted, was  highly  honorable  to  Norman 

J\I.  Allen,  Col.  Augustus  F.  Allen  and 
their  associates. 

Lo  now  moved  that  the  declination  of 

Norman  IM.  Allen  be  not  accepted, 
which  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  eleven  to 
nine.  He  then  moved  that  a  commit- 

tee be  appointed  to  wait  on  Norman 
which  was  carried,  and  Lo  and  Mr. 

Darling  were  anoointed  such  committee. 

No  report  was  made  by  Lo  of  its  do- 
ings, but  instead  he  moved  that  the 

convention  adjourn  without  day,  which 
was  lost.  Other  futile  motions  were 

made  by  Lo  with  a  view  to  defeat  the 
evident  purpose  of  the  convention. 
Norman  M.  Allen  having  declined,  the 

convention  proceeded  to  a  formal  bal- 
lot which  resulted  in  twelve  votes  for 

Porter  Sheldon  and  six  for  VanAer- 
nam,  two  not  voting.  The  nomination 

of  Port^er  Sheldon  was  then  made  unan- 
imous. 

Porter  Sheldon,  the  candidate,  had 

been  a  prominent  member  of  the  Illin- 
ois State  Convention  of  1861.  He  was 

not  only  an  unusually  able  lawyer,  but 

a  man  of  unquestioned  integrity  and  de- 
servedly popular.  No  abler  or  better 

man  could  have  been  named  as  candi- 

date by  the  convention. 

Colonel  Allen  was  an  energetic,  up- 
right and  sagacious  leader.  He  had 

the  rare  merit  of  being  able  to  enter 
vigorously  into  a  political  contest 

against  keen  and  able  opponents  ac- 

customed to  use  all  the  methods  known 

in  political  warefare,  and  not  backward 
in  their  use,  and  to  come  out  successful, 
with  his  character  un smirched  and  his 

integrity  unimpaired ;  the  secret  of 
which  was  largely  due  to  the  fact  that 
he  was  careful  to  gather  to  his  support 
men  of  character  and  integritv. 

Lo  had  all  the  while  an  uphill  contest 

to  make  ;  supported,  however,  bv  sagac- 
ious and  zealous  associates,  he  made  a 

plucky  fight  and  proved  himself  fertile 
in  resources,  prompt  in  action  and  a 
remarkably  skillful  politician.  Even 
his  opponents  could  but  admire  his 

originality,  nerve  and  audacity.  The  do- 
ings of  this  noteworthy  convention  are 

still  vivid  in  the  recollections  of  the  old 

]:)oliticians  of  this  Congressional  Dis- 
trict. We  have  given  it  at  much  length 

and  in  detail,  as  it  was  typical  of  many 
others  that  came  after  it,  in  the  course 

of  the  famous  struggle  between  the  Ses- 
sions and  Allen  wings  of  the  Republi- 

can Party. 

The  Presidential  campaign  occurred 

this  year.  But  few  large  political  meet- 
ings were  held  in  the  county.  A  Re- 

publican massmeeting  was  held  how- 
ever in  Jamestown  in  September  ad- 

dressed by  Horace  Greeley  and  Govern- 
or Fenton.  The  election  in  Chautau- 

qua County  resulted  in  ninty-three  hun- 
dred eighty-seven  votes  being  polled  for 

Grant  for  President  and  forty-four  hun- 
dred forty-one  for  Seymour.  Porter 

Sheldon  was  elected  to  Congress  over 

John  S.  Begins,  Benjamin  T.  Skinner, 
L^istrict  Attorney,  over  William  A.  Bar- 
den,  Matthew  P.  Bemus,  Member  of 

Assembly  for  the  First  Assembly  Dis- 
trict over  James  Fenner,  and  Winfield 

S.  Cameron  for  Member  of  Assembly  in 

the  Second  District  over  William  Book- 

staver.  All  elected  to  county  offices 

were  Republicans. 
The  Democrats  carried  the  state  and 

Timothy  D.  Copp  of  Chautauqua 

County  was  elected  a  Democratic  elec- 
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tor.  Mr.  Copp  was  born  in  Marcellus, 

Onondaga  Connty,  New  York,  in  1815. 
He  came  early  to  Ellery,  but  during 
the  most  of  his  Hfe  he  resided  at  Sin- 
clairville.  He  attended  school  in  On- 

ondaga County  and  at  the  Fredonia 
Academy.  He  early  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  and  shipment  of  maple 
veneers  to  England,  and  was  one  of  the 
earliest  if  not  the  first  to  introduce  that 
article  of  merchandise  to  the  markets 

of  that  country.  So  much  was  thought 
there  of  this  elegant  material  that  the 

Queen's  yacht  was  finished  with  veneers 
furnished  by  Mr.  Copp.  Of  his  ten  voy- 

ages across  the  ocean,  one  was  made 
in  the  first  steamer  to  cross  the  Atlan- 

tic ;  the  others  were  made  in  sailing 

vessels.  For  many  years  Mr.  Copp  was 
a  widely  known  and  extensive  dealer  in 
butter,  cheese  and  other  products. 
During  the  Civil  War  he  was  active  and 

efficient  in  filling  town  quotas  with  sol- 
diers. He  was  often  Supervisor  of 

Charlotte  and  was  the  ])resident  of  the 

Dunkirk,  Warren  and  Pittsburg  Rail- 

road during  the  early  years  of  its  exist- 
ence.   He  died  in  Sinclairville  in  1893. 

As  soon  as  the  political  campaign 

season  began  in  1869,  the  contest  be- 
tween the  Allen  and  Sessions  wings 

of  the  Republican  Party  was  renewed 
and  conducted  with  the  sharpest  kind 
of  political  tactics. 

Matthew  P.  Bemus  was  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Cross  Cut  Railroad  which 

extends  through  the  whole  extent  of 
the  First  Assembly  District  and  was 

its  principal  public  improvement.  Be- 
mus, by  his  financial  skill  and  courage, 

rendered  this  road  able  and  valuable 

services,  several  times  rescuing  it  from 

insolvency  and  a1)andonment,  thus  sav- 

ing the  village  of  Mayville  from  disas- 
ter, and  in  a  large  measure  helping  to 

build  up  the  other  towns  along  the  line 
of  the  Cross  Cut.  He  had  been  twice 

elected  to  the  Assembly  from  this  As- 
sembly District  (principally  to  further 

the  interests  of  the  Cross  Cut  Rail- 
road.) While  in  the  Assembly,  through 

his  large  accjuaintance  with  railroad 

men  and  ]3ersonal  and  political  influ- 
ence, he  had  secured  large  subscrip- 

tions of  stock  and  other  important  ad- 

vantages in  the  Legislature  for  his  rail- 
road, at  the  price,  however,  of  his  popu- 
larity with  many  of  the  voters  of  his 

district  who  severely  criticised  his 

methods.  He  had  up  to  this  time  act- 
ed with  the  Sessions  wing  of  the  party. 

The  Sessions  1:)rothers,  feeling  that  his 

unpopularity  was  a  burden  upon  their 
faction,  discouraged  his  renomination 

to  the  Assembly ;  and  when  the  dis- 
trict convention  convened  in  Septem- 

ber they  claimed  to  have  formed  a  com- 
bination with  Francis  B.  Brewer  of 

Westfield  to  defeat  Bemus  for  a  renom- 
ination to  the  Assembly  by  nominating 

Brewer  to  that  place.  And  in  return 
it  was  expected  that  Brewer  with  his 
delegates  would  support  the  election 
of  five  delegates  from  the  Assembly 
District  favorable  to  the  interests  of 

Walter  Sessions.  Accordingly,  on  a 

final  ballot,  Bemus  had  but  thirty-six 

votes  and  Brewer  forty  for  the  nomi- 
nation, including  the  vote  of  Loren 

Sessions,  and  Brewer  was  then  de- 
clared unanimously  nominated.  .  But 

afterwards  when  the  vote  was  counted 

for  Senatorial  Delegates  it  was  found 

that  there  were  thirty-seven  votes  for 
the  Sessions  delegates  to  the  Senatorial 

Convention  and  thirty-eight  in  opposi- 
tion, and  that  the  Brewer  delegates 

had  not  given  their  support  to  Walter 

Sessions.  Thereupon  Loren  Sessions 

with  his  characteristic  coolness  and  au- 

dacity, moved  that  the  vote  for  Mem- 
ber of  Assembly  be  reconsidered  and 

it  was  carried.  He  then  moved  the 

nomination  of  Bemus  for  the  Assembly 

which  was  also  carried  by  a  large  ma- 
jority, the  Sessions  strength  being 

withdrawn  from  Brewer  and  cast  for 

Bemus  ;  and  immediately  thereafter  the 
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vote  for  Senatorial  deleg-ates  was  re- 
considered and  Sessions  Senatorial 

delegates  were  elected,  IWmus  and  his 
delegates  supporting  Sessions. 

This  unprecedented  and  successful 

manoenver  in  the  First  Assembly  Dis- 
trict by  the  Sessions  wing  was  followed 

in  the  Second  Assem1)ly  District  by 

similar  sharp  practices  on  the  part  of 
the  Allen  wing  of  the  Republicans. 

Major  Winfield  S.  Cameron  in  the  Sec- 
ond District  had  been  twice  elected  to 

the  Assembly.  His  record  was  clean, 
and  Jamestown  strongly  favored  his 
renomination.  The  delegates  from 

EUicott  to  the  Assembly  District  Con- 
vention were  instructed  in  his  favor. 

Thev  were,  however,  strong  Allen  men 

and  opposed  to  Sessions.  The  contest- 
ing delegates  from  Dunkirk  who  were 

favorable  to  the  nomination  of  Orange 
S.  VVinans  of  that  town,  were  admitted 

to  seats  in  the  convention  by  the  votes 

of  the  Jamestown  delegates.  Upon  the 

informal  ballot  Cameron  had  a  majori- 
ty over  all,  the  delegates  from  EUicott 

voting  for  him.  But  UT»on  a  formal  bal- 
lot he  w^as  deserted  by  the  delegates 

from  his  own  town,  who  voted  for 
Winans,  and  Winans  was  nominated. 

Allen  delegates  were  then  chosen  to  the 
Senatorial  Convention. 

The  bitterness  of  the  struggle  in  these 
two  conventions  resulted  in  contesting 

delegates  in  both  Assembly  Districts, 

five'  contesting  dele^-ates  unfavorable 
to  Sessions  in  the  First  District,  and 

five  contesting  delegates  favorable  to 
him  in  the  Second  District.  Similar 

conditions  existed  in  the  two  Assembly 

Districts  in  Cattaraugus  County,  both 
districts  in  that  countv  having  regular 

and  contesting  delegations  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  opposing  factions. 

The  Senatorial  Convention  that  fol- 
lowed, which  was  held  September  23 

of  that  year  in  the  Court  Flouse  at  Lit- 

tle \^alley,  was  by  far  the  most  turbu- 
lent and  violent  ever  held  in  the  Sena- 

torial District.  It  was  called  to  order 

by  C.  \  .  P>.  Rarse,  chairman  of  the 
Senatorial  Committee  and  William  G. 

Laidlaw,  a  man  of  ability  but  not  a 

delegate  to  the  convention,  was  de- 
clared chairman  and  Mr.  Ferrin,  who 

also  was  not  a  delegate  to  the  conven- 
tion, electefl  secretary.  On  calling  the 

roll  ever\'  seat  in  the  convention  was 

found  to  be  contested  and  the  proceed- 
ings at  a  deadlock.  When  Lo  Sessions 

of  the  hirst  Assembly  District  would 
try  to  make  a  motion,  he  would 
be  called  to  order  with  an  in- 

jured air  by  Dr.  (didden  of  the 

opposing  contesting  delegation,  and 

when  "judd"  Breed  of  the  Second  Dis- 
trict offered  to  vote  "Sine"  Jones  would 

rise  in  his  seat  and  with  virtuous  indig-, 
nation  challenge  his  vote  ;  when  some;, 

delegate  from  Cattaraugus  of¥ered  a 

suggestion,  three  or  four  other  Cattar-., 
augus  delegates  would  call  him  down. 
There  were  three  candidates  for.  Senar 

tor,  all  from  Cattaraugus:  C,  V.  B. 

l)arse  of  the  Anti-Fenton  wing  acting 
in  concert  with  Walter  L.  Sessions. 

Col.  F.  A.  Nash  of  the  Allen  and  Fen- 
ton  wing,  and  A.  D.  Scott  favored  by 
Xorman  Allen.  Laidlaw,  the  chairman, 

rightly  saw  that  there  could  be  no  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulty  satisfactory  to  all 

parties.  The  situation  he  saw  was  des- 
perate and  re(|uired  a  desperate  rem- 

edy. Being  a  man  of  nerve  he  decided 
to  save  the  life  of  the  convention  by 

the  Caesarian  operation.  He  was  of 

the  Anti-Fenton  wing,  so  to  relieve  the 
situation  as  he  understood  it,  he  ruled 

all  of  the  Xash  delegates  out  and 

])romptly  denied  an  appeal  from  his  de- 
cision. This  piece  of  ])olitical  surgery 

came  nigh  killing  the  ])atient.  The 

Anti-Sessions  delegates  were  all  on 
their  feet  at  once.  Tumult  and  wild 

confusion  followed.  Rishop  of  the 

Jamestown  Journal,  a  Sessions  paper, 

said:  "Xow  hell  was  out  for  noon. 
The  Anti-Sessions  delegates  got  right 
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lip  and  howled  at  this  decision  of  this 

'god-almighty'  style  of  a  chairman." 
Laidlaw  tried  to  proceed  with  business, 
but  could  not  be  heard  and  a  scene  of 

riot  and  confusion  continued  never  be- 
fore witnessed  in  a  convention  in  this 

Senatorial  District. 

The  Anti-Sessions  delegates  chose 
Judson  W.  Breed  for  chairman,  and 
now  two  conventions  were  running  in 
confusion  together  in  the  same  rooiii. 
For  a  while  the  tumult  and  disorder 

continued.  Lunch  was  brought  to  each 
of  the  chairmen,  that  their  seats  might 
not  be  usurped  by  their  opponents 
should  either  leave  the  room.  Finally 
the  Laidlaw  convention  adjourned  and 
left  the  hall  to  the  bolters  and  later  the 

Breed  convention  adjourned  with/out 
day  and  without  making  a  nomination. 

During  the  whole  proceedings  there 
was  an  utter  disregard  of  parliamentary 

law.  The  nearest  approach  to  regular- 
ity seemed  to  have  been  when  the  dele- 

gates led  by  Breed  bolted,  unless  it  was 
when  both  conventions  took  themselves 

off  by  adjournment. 
We  are  not  to  assume  because  the 

proceedings  of  this  convention  were 
turbulent,  that  the  men  who  composed 
it  were  bad  or  disorderly  people.  On 
the  contrary  they  were  influential,  law 
abiding  and  fair  minded  citizens.  The 
disorder  is  not  to  be  attributed  so  much 

to  the  over-heated  zeal  of  partisans,  but 
more  to  the  fact  that  the  convention 
and  caucuses  as  then  constituted  were 

inadequate  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  were  designed.  At  that  time  there 
was  no  law  regulating  primaries,  no 
legal  power  existed  to  enforce  their 
rules  and  no  court  could  correct  their 

irregularities,  consequently  their  con- 

ventional regulations  were  wholly  in- 

adequate to  orotect  against  usurpa- 
tions under  the  powerful  pressure  of 

long  standing  differences  and  prejudices, 
when  the  fate  of  a  faction  or  of  rival 
leaders  was  at  stake. 

The  Laidlaw  delegates,  the  day  after 
the  convention,  met  and  nominated  A. 
D.  Scott  of  Cattaraugus  County  for 

vSenator.  Before,  however,  the  dele- 
gates left  Little  Valley  the  Chautauqua 

County  Delegates  got  together  and 
agreed  to  meet  at  Dunkirk  in  October. 

October  15th  the  Sessions  delegates 
from  Chautauqua  County  and  from  the 
First  District  of  Cattaraugus  County 
met  at  Dunkirk  and  organized.  Upon 

being  called  to  order  by  Barse,  the 
chairman  of  the  Senatorial  Committee, 

Martin  Prendergast  was  made  chair- 
man. The  delegates  from  the  Second 

Assembly  District  of  Cattaraugus  were 
present  but  declined  to  join  them. 
The  convention  then  proceeded  to 

business  and  A.  D.  Scott  was  nominat- 
ed Senator. 

At  the  following  fall  election  Franz 

Sigel,  the  Republican  candidate  for 

Secretary  of  State,  received  sixty-eight 
hundred  forty-nine  votes  in  Chautauqua 
County,  and  Homer  A.  Nelson,  the 

Democratic  candidate,  received  thirty- 
three  hundred  sixty  votes.  Scott,  the 
Republican  candidate  for  Senator,  was 

elected  over  James  K.  Button,  Demo- 
crat. Fift}-six  hundred  seventy-eight 

votes  were  cast  for  the  Constitution 

and  thirty-three  hundred  fifty-nine 
votes  were  cast  against  it. 
As  soon  as  the  political  campaign 

commenced  in  1870  it  was  evident  that 
the  internecine  war  in  the  Republican 

Party  was  to  continue.  Walter  L.  Ses- 
sions was  a  candidate  for  congress  to 

succeed  Porter  Sheldon.  Five  Ses- 
sions delegates  were  chosen  in  the  First 

Assembly  District  for  Chautauqua 

County  and  five  for  Porter  Sheldon  in 

the  Second  Assembly  District,  and  also 

five  in  the  Western  District  of  Cattar- 

augus. The  regular  delegates  were  for 

Sessions  in  the  Eastern  Assembly  Dis- 
trict, but  their  seats  were  contested. 

The  State  Convention  after  a  full  hear- 

ing decided  that  the   state  delegates 
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sent  by  the  Sessions  Convention  were 

regular.  The  moral  effect  of  this  de- 
cision was  strongly  favorable  to  the  Ses- 
sions interest. 

The  Congressional  Convention  met 
September  27  at  Mayville  and  debated 
the  Congressional  question  and  without 
action  took  a  recess  until  October  7tli 
at  which  time  Loren  Sessions  moved 

that  the  Sessions  delegates  from  the 

Eastern  Cattaraugus  District  be  ad- 
mitted. This  led  to  an  exciting  discus- 

sion. W.  W.  Henderson,  one  of  the 

secretaries,  moved  that  J.  W.  Breed  act 

as  chairman,  which  he  declared  car- 
ried. Two  conventions  then  com- 

menced running  as  at  Little  Valley  a 
year  before.  The  Sessions  convention 
nominated  W.  L.  Sessions  for  Congress 
by  twelve  votes  for  and  none  against. 
Sessions  accepted  in  a  speech.  The 
Breed  convention  nominated  Norman 

M.  Allen,  which  nomination  he  accept- 
ed. 

Although  the  convention  would  pro- 
bably have  stood  ten  for  Sessions  and 

ten  against  him  had  the  Sheldon  wing 
not  withdrawn  from  the  convention,  it 

was  evident  that  the  Anti-Sessions  wing 
was  not  sure  of  all  its  men.  October 

24th  Norman  M.  Allen,  in  a  letter,  with- 
drew his  candidacy,  leaving  the  field 

clear  for  Walter  L.  Sessions,  who  now, 

by  several  years  of  shrewd  manage- 
ment and  indomitable  effort  against 

bitter  opposition  and  much  odds,  had 
secured  his  nomination  for  Congress, 
but  the  result  of  the  election  showed  that 

he  even  then  came  dangerously  near 

being  defeated  at  the  polls,  strongly 

Republican  as  was  the  Congressional 

District.  The  Democrats  put  in  nomi- 
nation against  him  the  able  lawyer  and 

leader  of  the  bar,  Charles  D.  Murray. 

Mr.  Murray  was  born  at  Guilford, 

Chenango  County,  New  York,  in  1831. 

In  1850,  in  the  early  period  of  gold  min- 
ing, he  emigrated  to  San  Francisco  and 

there  engaged  in  various  business  en- 

terprises. During  the  four  years  that 
he  resided  in  California,  he  made  three 

voyages  to  Oregon  and  two  to  Sydney, 
Australia,  with  cargoes  of  lumber.  In 
i860  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of 

Cattaraugus  County,  removing  to  Dun- 
kirk in  1864,  where  he  practiced  law 

until  his  decease  in  1902.  Among  other 
positions  and  places  of  trust  held  by 
him  was  that  of  Mayor  of  Dunkirk  and 

delegate  to  the  Democratic  National 

Convention  in  1884.  His  ability  and  in- 

tegrity were  as  well  known  in  Cattar- 
augus County  as  in  Chautauqua  and 

his  popularity  in  the  Congressional  Dis- 
trict came  very  near  electing  him.  The 

majority  in  favor  of  Sessions  in  Cat- 
taraugus County  was  but  three  hundred 

seventy-six,  while  in  Chautauqua  it  was 
only  seven. 

The  campaign,  so  far  as  general  poli- 
tics was  concerned,  proved  to  be  an  in- 

active one.  Gen.  Stewart  L.  Wood- 

ford, the  Republican  candidate  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  Walter  L.  Sessions  ad- 
dressed a  RepubHcan  meeting  in  James- 

town during  the  campaign.  As  the  re- 
sult of  the  election,  Woodford  received 

seventy-seven  hundred  seventy  votes 
in  Chautauqua  County  and  John  T. 
Hoffman,  the  Democratic  candidate  for 

Governor,  received  forty-two  hundred 
fifty-two  votes.  Hoffman  was  elected 
Governor.  Dr.  George  S.  Harrison, 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  Sheriff, 
ran  more  than  one  thousand  votes 
ahead  of  his  ticket. 

With  the  year  1871  came  again  the 

struggle  betwen  the  Fenton  and  Ses- 
sions wings.  Winans  who  had  the  year 

before  been  elected  to  the  Assembly 

from  the  Western  District  of  Chautau- 

qua County,  it  was  said  had  procured 

his  nomination  and  election  by  a  no- 
torious expenditure  of  money.  While 

servinp-  as  a  member,  he  betrayed  his 
party  and  voted  with  the  Democrats 

for  money  paid  by  Tammany  as  the 
Republicans  believed,  consequently  he 
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became  a  subject  of  re])roach  1)y  the 

Sessions  against  the  Fenton-Allen 
wing  to  which  he  1)elonge(l.  Although 
the  election  in  other  respects  and  with 
reference  to  the  other  candidates  was 

unusnally  quiet,  the  contest  in  the  Sen- 
atorial District  for  the  Republican  nom- 
ination was  pressed  with  unusual  vigor 

and  sharpness,  but  less  turbulently  and 

more  in  obedience  to  the  rules  govern- 
ing their  organization. 

The  first  day  of  the  Republican  Sena- 
torial Convention,  which  was  held  at 

Dunkirk,  was  mostly  spent  in  its  or- 
ganization. Martin  Prendergast  was 

finally  unanimously  chosen  chairman, 

after  which  forty-six  ballots  were  taken 
with  no  result,  and  the  convention  ad- 

journed for  the  first  day.  On  the  sec- 
ond day  the  balloting  continued.  Lor- 

en  Sessions,  called  in  that  convention 

"the  gentleman  from  Villenova,"  be- 
cause although  a  resident  of  Harmony 

he  managed  to  represent  Villenova  as 
a  delegate,  was  the  active  leader  of  the 
Sessions  forces.  He  received  one  bal- 

lot for  Senator,  the  first  time  during 

many  years  that  he  had  been  a  promi- 
nent figure  in  politics  that  he  had  been 

so  honored,  whereupon  he  facetiously 

thanked  the  convention,  and  very  for- 

mally withdrew  his  name  as  a  candi- 
date saying  that  he  had  spent  his  .early 

years  acquiring  a  reputation  for  up- 
rightness and  honesty,  and  did  not  care 

to  have  his  reputation  clouded 

in  the  declining  days  of  his  life  by  being- 
chosen  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature. 

After  about  one  hundred  seventy  bal- 
lots the  convention  adjourned  to  a  later 

day  at  Dunkirk.  At  the  adjourned  day 

on  the  two  hundred  fifty-sixth  ballot 
Norman  M.  Allen  of  the  Fenton  wing 

and  A.  D.  Scott  of  the  Sessions  wing- 
each  received  ten  ballots  and  the  con- 

vention adjourned  to  a  future  day  at 
Dunkirk.  On  the  fourth  and  last  ad- 

journed day  upon  the  two  hundred  six- 
tieth ballot  Norman  M.  Allen  received 

twelve  votes  and  was  declared  nominat- 
ed. Seldom  in  any  convention,  and 

never  in  this  Senatorial  District,  has 

there  been  so  protracted  a  contest  and 
so  m.any  ballots  taken  before  a  choice 
could  be  made  as  on  this  occasion. 

The  result  of  the  election  in  1871  in 

Chautauqua  County,  was  that  G.  Hil- 
ton Scribner,  Republican  candidate  for 

Secretary  of  State,  received  sixty-four 
hundred  fifteen  votes.  Diedrich  Wil- 
lers,  the  Democratic  candidate,  received 

thirty-two  hundred  forty-seven  votes. 
Norman  M.  Allen  was  elected  Senator, 

NORMAN  ALLEN. 

Edward  R.  Bootey,  District  Attorney, 
Emory  F.  Warren,  County  Judge ; 

Matthew  P.  Bemus  to  the  Assembly  in 
the  First  District  and  Jerome  Preston 
in  the  Second. 

Emory  F.  Warren,  who  was  now 
elected  County  Judge,  was  born  in  the 

town  of  Eaton,  Madison  County,  New- 
York,  in  1810.  He  came  with  his  fath- 

er's family  to  Chautauqua  County  in 
1819  and  settled  in  Charlotte.  He 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  Richard  P. 

Marvin,  and  in  1834  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  He  afterwards  practiced  law 
in  Jamestown  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Marvin  and  Warren  and  later  of  the 
firm  of  Hazeltine  and  Warren.    He  was 
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in  1842  and  1843  elected  two  terms  to 

the  Leg-islature.  He  subsequently  prac- 
ticed law  in  the  village  of  Sinclairville 

ten  years,  a  portion  of  the  time  with 
Obed  Edson  as  his  law  partner.  While 
in  Sinclairville  he  held  the  office  of  Sur- 

rogate four  years.  He  subsequently 
practiced  law  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Warren  and  Morris  in  Fredonia. 

where  he  died.  In  1845  he  compiled 

"Sketches  of  the  History  of  Chautauqua 

County." 
In  May,  1872,  the  National  Liberal 

Republicans,  who  were  opposed  to 

President  Grant's  severe  measures  of 
reconstruction  and  in  favor  of  general 
amnesty  in  the  South,  the  abolition  of 

military  authority  there-  and  in  favor 
of  civil  service  reform,  met  in  conven- 

tion at  Cincinnati  and  nominated 

Horace  Greeley  for  President  and  B. 
Gratz  Brown  for  Vice  President.  The 
Democratic  National  Convention  met 

in  Baltimore  in  July,  adopted  the  plat- 
form and  endorsed  the  candidates  of  the 

Liberal  Republicans.  The  Republicans 
nominated  General  Grant  for  President 

and  Henry  Wilson  for  Vice  President. 

During  the  campaign  Roscoe  Conk- 
ling  addressed  the  Republicans  in 
Jamestown.  Walter  L.  Sessions  also 
made  campaign  speeches  in  the  county 
in  favor  of  the  Republican  cause. 
Among  those  who  addressed  meetings 

in  behalf  of  Greeley  was  Theodore  Til- 
ton. 

Many  Republicans  in  the  county  sup- 
ported Greelev  during  the  campaign. 

Some  Democrats  refused  to  do  so.  Of 

the  Republicans  who  sustained  Greeley 
and  his  cause  were  Reuben  E.  Fenton, 

A.  F.  Allen,  Porter  Sheldon.  Maj.  Hi- 
ram Smith,  Orsell  Cook,  Judson  Breed, 

Jerome  Preston  and  others.  The  great- 
er number  of  these  Liberal  RepubHcans 

had  formerly  been  Democrats  and, 
while  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 

Party  were  opposed  to  the  Sessions 
brothers.    The  withdrawal  of  so  manv 

of  his  opponents  from  the  ranks  of  his 
party  for  the  time  being,  made  the  way 
clear  for  the  nomination  of  Walter  L. 

Sessions  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1872. 
The  Republican  Convention  held  in 

Jamestown  in  September  was  organ- 
ized under  new  rules  which  gave  to 

each  Assembly  District  twenty-five  del- 
egates, which  were  apportioned  among 

the  towns  according  to  the  number  of 
Republican  voters.  The  whole  number 

of  delegates  representing  the  Congres- 
sional District  was  consequentlv  one 

hundred. 

In  most  of  the  towns  of  the  Congres- 
sional District  a  few  friends  who  were 

always  strongly  devoted  to  Walter  Ses- 
sions' interests,  controlled  the  primar- 

ies. On  the  Board  of  Supervisors  Lor- 
en  used  his  influence  effectively,  induc- 

ing Supervisors  in  many  of  the  towns 
to  aid  in  the  election  of  delegates  from 
their  several  towns  favorable  to  the 

candidacy  of  his  brother. 
Notwithstanding  Walter  L.  Sessions 

received  a  unanimous  nomination  for 

Congress  in  the  convention,  much  deen 
and  su])pressed  dissatisfaction  existed 
in  the  Republican  ranks  because  of  it. 
The  Jamestown  Journal,  edited  by 
Davis  H.  Waite,  however,  supported  Mr. 
Sessions  during  the  campaign.  The 

Grant  electors  received  eightv-one  hun- 
dred forty-five  votes  in  the  countv.  The 

Greeley  electors  forty-eight  hundred 
eighty-one.  Walter  L.  Sessions  was 
elected  to  Congress  over  C.  D.  Murray 
but  ran  thirteen  hundred  votes  behind 
his  ticket.  Francis  B.  Brewer  was 

elected  to  the  Assembly  in  the  First 
District  over  Thomas  R.  Coveney,  and 

John  D.  Hiller  over  Jerome  Preston 
in  the  Second  District.  All  elected  were 

Republicans. 
At  the  general  election  in  1873  many 

Republicans  who  had  voted  for  Greeley 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  and  the 

Republican  Party  carried  the  county 

by  a  reduced  majority,  varying  for  the 



246 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY, 

difYerent  state  offices  from  fifteen  hun- 
dred to  three  thousand.  Corydon 

Hitchcock,  a  RepubHcan  endorsed  by 
the  Democrats  was  elected  over  B.  W. 

Cotton  by  over  two  thousand.  Francis 

B.  Brewer  in  the  First  Assembly  Dis- 
trict by  a  much  reduced  majority  over 

Homer  Pringle  Jr.,  Democrat,  and 
John  D.  Hiller  in  the  Second  Assembly 
District  over  Obed  Edson,  Democrat, 

by  a  majoritv  of  seventy-two.  Albert 
G.  Dow  of  Cattaraugus  was  unanim.ous- 
ly  nominated  by  the  Republicans  at  the 
Senatorial  Convention  for  State  Sena- 

tor and  was  elected. 

The  general  ekction  in  1874  was  now 

approaching,  and  a  Member  of  Con- 
gress was  to  be  elected  in  place  of  Wal- 

ter L.  Sessions  whose  term  was  about 

to  expire.  Many  of  the  Liberal  Re- 
publicans who  had  supported  Horace 

Greeley  at  the  last  Presidential  election 
were  now  inclined  to  return  to  their 

old  allegiance,  but  were  strongly  deter- 
mined to  revolt  at  the  nomination  of 

Walter  L.  Sessions,  who  by  the  aid  ci 
his  brother  Loren  was  still  able  to  dom- 

inate the  conventions,  and  most  of  the 

primaries.  There  were  also  many  reg- 
ular Republicans  who  had  voted  the 

regular  ticket  against  Greeley,  who 

were  among  those  opposed  to  the  Ses- 
sions brothers.  At  the  convention  held 

at  Salamanca  Walter  L.  Sessions  re- 

ceived sixty-six  of  the  one  hundred 
votes  and  was  nominated.  The  thirty- 
four  dissenting  votes  were  scattered 

among  various  candidates  and  repre- 
sented the  element  strongly  dissatisfied 

with  him. 

The  Democrats,  with  a  view  to  a 

strong  ticket  to  secure  these  dissatis- 
fied Republicans  at  their  Congression- 

al, County  and  District  Conventions, 

nominated  in  each  instance  by  acclama- 
tion a  list  of  candidates  composed  of 

Democrats  and  Liberal  Republicans. 
Augustus  F.  Allen  was  nominated  for 

Congress,    Edward  R,  Bootey,  Repub- 

lican, for  District  Attorney,  Theodore 

S.  Moss,  Democrat,  for  Member  of  As- 
sembly in  the  First  District  and  Obed 

Edson,  Democrat,  in  the  Second  Dis- 

trict, In  Cattaraugus  a  ticket  of  ̂ :he 
same  character  was  also  put  in  the  field. 
A  second  time  Augustus  F.  Allen  was 
chosen  to  try  titles  to  supremacy  with 
Walter  L.  Sessions.  A  remarkable  and 

long  remembered  campaign  followed, 

one  that  awakened  a  greater  local  in- 
terest among  the  voters  than  perhaps 

any  that  has  occurred  before  or  since 
in  this  Congressional  District.  Mr. 
Allen  and  his  associates  pushed  the 

campaign  with  great  energy,  and  both 
counties  were  canvassed.  Mr.  Sessions 
and  his  friends  did  also.  Mr.  Sessions 
and  others  in  his  behalf  addressed 

meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  dis- 
trict. It  was  urged  by  the  Republicaas 

that  whatever  criticism  might  be  be- 
stowed upon  him,  no  fault  could  be 

found  with  his  course  while  m  Con- 
gress; that  there  he  had  been  an  able 

and  faithful  member.  It  was  urged  also 
that  the  election  of  a  Republican  U.  S. 

Senator  to  fill  the  place  of  Senator  Fen- 
ton,  whose  term  was  about  to  expire, 
would  be  endangered  by  electing 

Democratic  Assemblymen,  and  address- 
es were  issued  to  that  efifect  by  the  Re- 

publican committee.  This  proved  to  be 
the  hardest  poHtical  fight  ever  made 

in  the  Congressional  District,  and  one 
of  the  most  memorable  in  the  politics  of 
Western  New  York. 

The  Jamestown  Democrat  and  the 
Westfield  Republican  supported  Allen 
and  his  associates  on  the  ticket.  As  (he 

result  of  this  exhaustive  and  energetic 

campaign  Allen  was  elected  Member 
of  Congres?  ̂ y  a  large  majority.  His 
majority  in  Chautaucjua  County  was 
fifteen  hundred  seventy.  Edward  R. 

Bootey  was  elected  District  At- 
torney, Obed  Edson  Member  of 

Assembly  and  Otis  D.  Hinckley,  Re- 
pubHcan,  by   but   seventeen  majority 
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over  T.  S.  Moss.  One  Republican  and 
one  Liberal  Democrat  were  elected  to 

the  Assembly  in  Cattaraugus.  Samuel 

[.  Tilden  was  elected  Governor.  "Fie 
received  in  Chautauqua  County  fifty- 
three  hundred  fifty-five  votes.  John  A. 
Dix,  the  Republican  candidate,  re- 

ceived seventy-eight  hundred  twenty - 
five  votes. 

When  Colonel  Allen's  election  was 
confirmed  it  was  celebrated  by  his 

friends  in  Jamestown  at  a  public  meet- 
ing. The  disastrous  defeat  that  Walter 

L.  Sessions  suffered  closed  his  career 

AUGUSTUS  F.  ALLEN 

for  a  while  in  politics.  The  strain  and 
exposure  that  Colonel  Allen  endured 

during  the  campaign  caused  his  sick- 
ness and  soon  his  death. 

Col.  Augustus  F.  Allen  was  born  in 
1 813,  at  Wardsboro,  Windham  County, 
Vermont,  the  birthplace  and  original 
home  of  so  many  leading  and  early 
citizens  of  Jamestown.  He  came  with 
his  father,  Elisha  Allen,  to  that  village 
in  1826,  and  was  ever  afterwards  closely 

indentified  with  its  history.  He  receiv- 
ed his  education  at  the  Fredonia  and 

Jamestown  academies.  At  an  early 

age  he  was  commissioned  Colonel  of  a 

regiment  of  state  militia  with  his  young- 
er brother  Dascum  as  Lieutenant  Col- 

onel. He  subsequently  attained  the 
rank  of  Brigadier  General.  He  and  his 

brother  Dascum  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile and  lumber  business,  which  they 

carried  on  extensively  and  successfullv 
for  ten  years.  Dascum  was  as  eminent- 

ly a  business  man  and  as  successful 

as  his  brother  and  contributed  as  large- 

ly in  building  up  Jamestown.  "Dasc" 
Allen  was  for  years  a  familiar  name, 
not  only  in  Jamestown,  but  through  the 
lumber  regions,  and  all  the  way  down 
the  river  as  far  as  Cincinnati.  His 

name  was  a  synonym  for  business  en- 
terprise, generosity  and  honor. 

Col.  A.  F.  Allen,  after  he  discontinued 

business  with  his  brother  Dascum,  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 

woolen  goods  at  Jamestown,  at  first 
with  Daniel  Grandin  and  afterward,s 

with  Jerome  Preston  as  his  partner. 

He  was  distinguished  for  ability,  busi- 
ness talent,  energy,  public  spirit  and 

integrity.  He  was  a  tall,  plain  man, 
frank  and  democratic  in  his  manners, 
sincere  and  respectful  to  all  who  had 
communication  with  him.  Although  he 
was  not  skilled  as  a  speaker,  he  could 

express  himself  in  a  plain,  straight  for- 
ward and  businesslike  way  in  public, 

when  the  occasion  required. 
Colonel  Allen  was  foremost  in  evciy 

scheme  to  promote  the  interest  of  his 
town  and  village,  freely  contributing 

his  valuable  counsel,  his  personal  influ- 
ence and  his  wealth.  To  no  other  per- 

son is  Southern  Chautauqua  so  much 
indebted  for  railroad  facilities  and  other 

material  advantages  as  to  him.  For 
seventeen  years  he  was  chosen  by  his 
townsmen  to  represent  them  upon  the 

Board  of  Supervisors  and  was  several 
times  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Board 

He  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  represent 

his  county  in  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  the  state  held  in  1867,  and 

was  finally  elected  to  Congress  under 
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such  circumstances,  and  l^v  such  a  large 
vote,  as  to  demonstrate  his  popularity 

and  the  confidence  that  the  people  re- 
posed in  him.  For  many  years  he  was 

regarded  as  the  first  citizen  of  James- 
town. His  advice  and  leadership  in 

all  important  undertakings  was  sought 
whatever  the  nature  of  the  enterprise, 

provided  it  tended  to  promote  the  so- 
cial or  material  advancement  of  his  vil- 

lage. In  discharging  the  many  respon- 
sibilities imposed  upon  him,  public  and 

private,  he  was  as  true  to  the  character 
we  have  given  him  as  the  needle  to  the 

pole.  Of  all  his  contemporaries,  how- 
ever successful  in  business  or  distin- 

guished in  public  life,  not  one  was  more 
worthy  of  imitation,  or  was  a  better 
ideal  for  a  young  man  than  Colonel 
Allen. 

At  the  general  election  in  1875,  Nel- 
son I.  Norton  was  elected  over  Charles 

S.  Carey  and  Flint  Blanchard  to  fill  the 

vacancy  occasioned  by  Colonel  Allen's 
death.  At  this  election  Frederick  W. 

Seward,  the  RepubHcan  candidate  for 
Secretary  of  State,  received  seventeen 

hundred  twelve  majority  over  the  Dem- 
ocratic candidate.  William  H.  Whit- 

ney, Democrat'  was  elected  Member  of 

Assembly,  in  the  First  or  Western  Dis- 
trict over  Otis  D.  Hinckley,  Republi- 

can, and  Theodore  A.  Case,  Republican, 
over  Franklin  Rurritt. 

'  At  the  general  election  held  in  1876, 

fifty-six  hundred  eighty-five  votes  were 
polled  for  the  Tilden  and  Hendricks 

electors  and  ten  thousand  sixty-five  for 
the  Hayes  and  Wheeler  electors. 
George  W.  Patterson  was  elected  to 
Congress,  John  J.  Aldrich  County 
Clerk,  Sherman  Williams  and  Theodore 

A.  Case  to  the  Assembly. 
Although   the   political   fortunes  of 

/Walter  L.  Sessions  had  come  to  an 

end,  Loren  Sessions  still  controlled  the 
contentions  in  the  Senatorial  District 

and  in  1877  for  the  first  time,  came 

before  the  people  for  a  state  office. 

At  the  general  election  in  1877  straight 

Republican  and  Democratic  tickets 
were  put  on  the  field  in  the  county.  He 
received  the  Republican  nomination 
for  State  Senator  and  was  elected  over 

Flint  Blanchard,  Democrat,  by  a  major- 
ity which  in  Chautauc[ua  County  was 

but  eighteen  hundred  thirty-two.  The 
Republican  candidate  for  Secretary  of 

State  received  a  majority  of  three  thous- 
and seventy-two  over  the  Democratic 

candidate.  Thomas  P.  Grosvenor  was 

elected  County  Judge  by  a  majority  of 
twelve  hundred  over  Obed  Edson ; 
Sherman  Williams  to  the  Assemblv  over 

HENRY  VAN  AERNAM, 

Theodore  S.  Moss  in  the  First  District, 

and  Temple  A.  Parker  over  Alexander 
M.  Lowry  in  the  Second  District.  All 
elected  were  Republicans. 
Thomas  P.  Grosvenor,  who  was  now 

elected  County  Judge,  was  a  resident  of 

Dunkirk.  He  had  long  been  recognized 
as  one  of  the  ablest  members  of  the 

Chautauqua  County  Bar.  He  married 
Delia,  the  daughter  of  General  Risley. 

His  daughter  was  the  wife  of  Milton  B., 

the  eldest  of  the  four  celebrated  Gush- 
ing brothers. 

In  1878  Henry  Van  Aernam,  Republi- 

can, was  elected  to  Congress  over  Lo- 
renzo Morris,  Democrat,  and  Silas  Vin- 

ton, Liberal  Republican.     Charles  P. 
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Ingersoll  was  elected  Assemblyman 
from  the  Western  District  and  James 

Prendergast  over  John  G.  Record  in  the 
Second  District.  All  elected  were  Re- 

publicans. 
In  1879  the  majority  for  Alonzo  R. 

Cornell,  the  Republican  candidate  for 

Governor,  in  the  county  was  only  twen- 

ty-three hundred  ninety,  and  his  plurali- 
tv  over  Lucius  Robinson  but  thirty-six 
hundred  thirty-two.  Loren  B.  Sessions 
was  again  nominated  Senator  by  the 

Republicans  and  elected  by  an  in- 
creased vote.  He  received  forty-one 

hundred  six  more  votes  in  Chautauqua 

County  than  his  opponent,  William  H. 
Henderson,  Democrat,  who  was  a  verv 

able,  upright  and  popular  lawyer  of 
Randolph.  Charles  P.  Ingersoll  was 
elected  to  the  Assembly  in  the  First 
District  over  Alonzo  C.  Pickard,  and 
Smith  Clark  in  the  Second  District  over 

John  T.  Wilson.  All  elected  were  Re- 
publicans. This  was  the  last  time  that 

Loren  B.  Sessions  was  elected  to  a 

state  office  and  this  term,  for  which  he 

was  elected  State  Senator,  closed  sub- 

'vtantiallv  his  public  and  political  career. 
It  terminated  the  long,  bitter,  and  fam- 

ous contest  between  the  Fenton,  Allen 

and  Sessions  wings  that  had  for  so 

many  years  divided  the  Republican 
Party  in  Chautauqua  and  Cattaraugus  ; 
a  contest  which  is  still  fresh  in  the  mem- 

ory of  all  the  older  citizens. 

During  Loren  Sessions'  last  term  in 
the  State  Senate,  the  celebrated  con- 

test occurred  in  Congress  between  Sen- 
ator Conkling  and  his  friends,  and  the 

friends  of  Garfield.  It  was  during  this 

term  that  Roscoe  Conkling  and  Thomas 

Piatt  resigned  their  offices  as  United 
States  Senators.  An  exciting  contest 

followed  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State 

of  New  York  over  the  question  wheth- 
er they  should  be  re-elected  to  the  high 

positions  which  they  had  relinquished. 
In  this  controversy  Mr.  Sessions  took 

a  leading  and  most  effective  part  in  pre- 

venting their  return.  A  rumor  reach- 
ed xAlbany  on  Monday  that  Conkling 

and  Piatt  had  resigned,  which  produced 
great  excitement  among  the  politicians. 
In  the  afternoon  Sessions  learned  that 

their  resignation  had  been  actuallv  re- 
ceived by  the  (lovernor  and  that  a  mes- 

sage announcing  that  fact  would  be  sent 
to  the  Legislature  on  that  day.  The 
law  required  the  election  of  Senators 
to  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  after 

notice  of  vacancy,  so  that  if  the  mes- 
sage were  received  at  the  session  that 

evening  it  must  l)e  acted  upon  a  week 
from  the  next  day.  If  received  a  day 
later  it  would  rec|uire  two  weeks.  There 
was  consternation  among  the  friends 

of  Garfield  for  the\'  were  opponents 
to  the  return  of  Senators  Conkling  and 
Piatt.  There  were  more  adherents  to 

Conkling  among  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  than  were  opposed  to  him, 
1)ut  it  was  believed  that  the  constituen- 

cies of  many  of  these  members  were 

strongly  op])osed  to  him,  and  sustained 

Garfield,  and  that,  if  time  could  be  giv- 
en, that  fact  would  1)e  made  known  to 

the  Conkling  members  in  such  unmis- 
takable terms  that  they  would  not  dare 

to  vote  for  him  or  Piatt.  How  the  re- 

turn of  Conkling  and  Piatt  was  defeat- 
ed is  told  as  follows,  by  Mr.  Sessions 

himself,  and  his  statement  has  often 
been  corroborated : 

"I  thought  it  over  and  determined 
that  the  only  way  to  keep  Roscoe  Conk- 

ling from  an  immediate  return  was  to 

keep  the  Governor's  message  from  lac- 
ing received  that  evening.  Reaching 

the  Dele  van  Flouse,  I  went  to  Wood- 

in's  room.  Robertson,  Birdsall,  Wag- 
ner and  other  opposition  Senators  were 

there  anxiously  discussing  the  situa- 
tion. I  told  them  the  news,  which  car- 

ried consternation  with  it.  Different 

measures  weie  hastily  discussed  and 

abandoned  as  impracticable.  I  pro- 
loosed  that  the  Senate  be  adjourned  the 

evening  before  the   message  was  re- 
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ceived.  'But  it  can't  be  done/  said  Rob- 
ertson, 'I  wouldn't  think  of  such  a 

thing-.'  'But  it's  parliamentary  isn't  it?' 
I  said.  'Yes,'  he  assented.  'And  it's 

legal  isn't  it  ?'  'Yes,  but — '  I  then  said  : 
'If  it  is  both  parliamentary  and  legal, 
we  have  the  right  to  use  it.  This  is 

politics  and  not  sentiment.' 
"Now,  if  you  throw  Robertson  out 

into  the  middle  of  the  stream,  he  will 
paddle  hard  for  the  shore,  but  it  is  hard 

to  get  him  into  the  water.  He  wouldn't 
listen  to  the  plan,  and  seeing  that  it 

was  of  no  use  to  urg-e  it,  I  left  the  room 

with  the  remark,  'Very  well,  gentle- 
men, Roscoe  Conkling  will  be  his  own 

successor,  and  you  will  be  responsible 

for  it.' 
"An  hour  later  I  was  called  from  my 

room  at  the  Kenmore  and  requested 

to  return  to  Woodin's  room.  It  ap- 
peared that  George  Dawson,  the  veter- 

an editor  of  the  Evening  Journal,  had 
called  in  much  tribulation  to  learn  what 

was  to  be  done  in  the  emergency.  When 
he  was  informed  of  my  plan  he  declared 

it  was  just  the  thing.  'It  must  be  done.' 
The  warm  indorsement  from  so  con- 

servative and  prudent  a  source,  rather 
stiffened  the  backs  of  the  others  and 

they  immediatelv  sent  for  me.  'It  must 

be  done,'  said  Robertson,  'but  I  can't 
do  it,  I  should  make  a  botch  of  it  if  I 

tried.'  'If  you  will  let  me  preside  to 
night,'  I  said,  'it  will  be  done,  and  done 
clear  through.'  So  he  s-ave  me  a  note 
to  Vrooman,  Clerk  of  the  Senate,  in- 

structing him  that  I  was  to  preside,  I 
took  the  chair  at  the  appointed  hour 
and  called  the  Senate  to  order.  Good 

old  Father  Hally  was  Chaplain  at  that 
time  and  I  told  him  to  make  his  prayer 
just  as  short  as  possible.  I  sat  with  my 

watch  in  my  hand  and  he  prayed  just 
a  minute,  but  it  seemed  to  me  to  be  the 

longest  prayer  I  ever  heard.  I  expect- 
ed every  second  to  see  the  messenger 

from  the  Governor  enter  the  door,  and 

once  inside  the  message  would  be  held 

to  be  in  possession  of  the  Senate  wheth- 

er formally  delivered  or  not.  'Amen* 
had  hardly  dropped  from  Father  Rally's 
lips  when,  looking  towards  Woodin,  I 
saw  him  rise  and  without  waiting  to 
hear  what  he  said  I  put  the  question. 

The  Senator  from  the  twenty-sixth 
moves  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  as  many 
of  you  as  are  in  favor  say  aye,  contrary 

no  ;  the  Senate  stands  adjourned  until 

tomorrow  at  ii  o'clock." 
"Woodin  voted  yea.  There  were  no 

nays.  They  were  too  much  astonished 
to  vote  anything.  There  was  only  one 
man  that  I  was  afraid  of,  and  that  was 

Bob  Strahan  of  New  York,  a  warm  sup- 
porter of  Conkling,  and  as  sharp  and 

as  quick  as  lightning.  I  dropped  the 
gavel  and  almost  reached  my  seat,  when 
Bob,  whose  eyes  stuck  out  like  saucers, 

jumped  to  his  feet  and  shouted  'count.' 
I  nodded  pleasantly  and  said  'I'll  hear 
you  in  the  morning  Bob,  the  Senate  is 

adjourned.'  At  that  moment  the  Gov- 
ernor's message  came  in.  He  had  de- 
livered the  message  to  the  Assemblv 

but  too  late  for  the  Senate,  and  a  week 

v/as  gained  to  fight  the  battle." 
This  happened  to  be  the  last  act  of 

political  importance  in  Mr.  Sessions' career  and  was  characteristic  of  his 
keen  practical  sense  as  well  as  of  his 

nerve  and  audacity.  Judged  by  the  po- 
litical ethics  of  the  day,  he  was  justified 

by  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  His 

opponents  had  planned  to  deliver  the 
message  to  the  Legislature  at  the  last 
moment,  in  order  to  frustrate  all  action 

by  the  constituency  of  the  members, 
and  thus  secure  the  return  of  Conklinp' 
and  Piatt  against  the  wishes  of  the 
masses  of  the  Republican  Party.  Not 
to  have  resorted  to  such  measures  when 

the  opportunity  presented,  would  have 
been  thought  political  weakness.  The 

event  justified  the  sagacity  of  Mr.  Ses- 
sions. The  doubtful  members  began  to 

hear  from  their  constituents.  They 
were  overwhelmed  with  remonstrances 
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and  a  sufficient  number  changed  their 
opinions  to  defeat  Conkling  and  Piatt. 

Had  not  time  been  gained  in  this  man- 
ner, Miller  and  Lapham  would  not  have 

been  elected. 

Mr.  Sessions'  prompt  and  character- 
istic act  had  important  results.  Had 

Conklin,e  and  Piatt  been  returned  to  the 
United  States  Senate  they  undoubtedly 
would  have  constituted  the  dominant 

power  in  the  Republican  Party  and 

would  have  exercised  a  controlling  in- 
fluence thereafter.  As  it  was,  their  re- 

jection led  to  a  division  among  the  Re- 
publicans in  the  State  of  New  York. 

Some  became  followers  of  Garfield, 

others  supporters  of  Piatt  and  Gonk- 
ling.  As  an  immediate  result  this  divi- 

sion had  much  to  do  with  the  election 

of  Cleveland  for  Governor  over  Folger. 
It  soon  extended  beyond  state  lines  and 
in  1884  contributed  to  the  election  of 
Cleveland  president.  The  suggestion 
and  action  of  Loren  Sessions  on  this 

occasion,  there  is  reason  to  beHeve,  had 

a  far  reaching  and  lasting  effect  in  na- 
tional politics. 

The  Senatorial  contest  proved,  how- 
ever, in  the  end,  to  have  been  his  Wat- 

erloo. A  little  later,  at  an  evening  ses- 
sion of  the  Assembly,  S.  H.  Bradley,  a 

Republican  Asemblyman  from  Cattar- 
augus County,  and  a  member  of  the 

committee  on  railroads,  arose  to  a 

question  of  privilege  and  stated  that 
he  had  been  offered  two  thousand  dol- 

lars to  vote  for  Chauncey  M.  Depew 
for  United  States  Senator.  He  laid  that 

amount  of  money  on  the  Speaker's  desk 
and  asked  that  a  committee  be  annoint- 

ed  to  investigate  the  charge  of  bribery. 
It  was  soon  rumored  that  the  bribe  was 

offered  by  Senator  Sessions,  which  was 

emphatically  denied  by  him.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  and  a  long  time 

exnended  in  the  investigation  of  the 

charges,  resulting  in  the  exoneration 
of  Mr.  Sessions.  The  doubts  that 

seemed  to  have  been  thrown  upon  his 

methods  by  this  affair  proved  disas- 
trous to  his  political  fortunes.  He  lost 

favor  with  his  Republican  constituents 
and  was  unable  to  command  a  renomi- 
nation  to  the  office  of  State  Senator,  to 

which  he  aspired.  Although  his  Re- 
publican constituents  were  overwhelm- 

ingly opposed  to  the  return  of  Senators 
Conkling  and  Piatt,  and  he  had  ener- 
geticallv  and  effectively  represented 

them  in  opposing  their  return,  they  re- 
fused to  reward  him  and  absolutel)/ 

LOREN  B.  SESSIONS. 

forced  him  from  the  field  of  politics  in 
which  he  had  long  taken  so  conspicuous 
a  part.  Yet  for  many  years  afterwards 
he  was  elected  Suoervisor  from  his 

town  of  Harmony,  with  but  little  oppo- 
sition. He  was  for  twenty-three  years 

Supervisor  of  that  town  ;  a  period  long- 
er than  that  office  was  ever  held  by  any 

member  of  the  Board.  He  was  also 

Chairman  of  the  Board  seventeen  years, 
a  record  greater  than  that  of  any  other. 
In  that  position  he  proved  himself  to 
be  a  superior,  impartial,  and  ponular 

presiding  officer,  watchful  of  the  public 
interest.  While  in  the  Republican 

Party  he  was  an  advocate  of  the  free 
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coinage  of  silver.  When  Bryan  was 

nominated  for  the  Presidency,  he  be- 
came one  of  his  earnest  supporters. 

Mr.  Sessions  (Hed  November  20th, 

189Q,  of  pneumonia.  He  was  educated 
in  the  common  Si:hools  of  the  county, 

at  Westfiehl  Academy,  and  at  the  Al- 
bany Normal  School.  In  early  life  he 

taught  school.  Fie  read  law  with  his 
brother  Walter  and  was  admitted  to 

practice  in  1852.  He  first  entered  po- 
litical life  as  a  clerk  in  the  New  York 

Assembly  in  1854,  and  afterwards  de- 
voted his  whole  life  to  politics.  For 

more  than  twenty  years  he  and  his 
brother  Walter  controlled  the  politics 

of  Chautauqua  County,  and,  as  we  have 
seen,  were  formidable  competitors  of 
Governor  Fenton  for  the  honors  of  the 

party  in  this  Congressional  District. 

Loren  Sessions  had  a  striking  per- 

sonality. His  genial  ways,  witty  say- 
ings, and  apt  stories  made  him  popular 

with  his  adherents  and  retained  him 
warm  admirers  to  the  last.  He  had 

strong  common  sense,  a  keen  knowl- 
edge of  human  nature,  was  an  enter- 

taining talker  and  a  pithy  and  effective 

speaker.  In  certain  mental  character- 
istics he  had  few  superiors.  He  had 

decision  of  character,  coolness  and 
nerve.  He  was  a  born  leader  and  also 

a  born  fighter ;  unscrupulous  and  unre- 
lenting.   He  could  take  hard  blows,  and 

give  harder,  yet  in  his  private  and  so- 
cial life  he  was  an  interesting  man,  and 

had  many  good  qualities.  He  was  kind 
and  courteous,  fond  of  his  family  and 
friends.  He  was  an  unique  and  original 
character,  and  it  will  be  long  before  his 
duplicate  will  appear  in  our  county. 
Although  it  has  been  very  many  years 
since  he  was  in  active  life,  yet  his  very 
name  inspires  memories  of  lively  times, 

and  spicy  happenings  in  those  old 
stormy  political  days  that  followed  the 
Civil  War. 

Besides  being  skilled  as  a  practical 

politician,  he  was,  during  the  sessions 
of  the  Legislature  when  not  himself  a 
member,  a  prominent  and  successful 

lobbyist  at  Albany,  and  later  at  Wash- 
ington. More  stories  are  told  at  the 

State  Capitol  of  his  exploits  as  a  lobby- 
ist, than  of  any  other  that  operated 

there.  He  was  himself  a  prince  of  story 

tellers  and  never  spoiled  a  story  even 
if  it  were  at  his  own  expense.  Of  him 

it  has  been  said  :  ''A  slicker,  oilier  man, 
never  greased  the  Legislative  cogs.  In 

the  Senate  he  could  quote  more  Scrip- 
ture than  the  chaplain.  If  practicing 

law  had  not  proved  a  pleasure  he  could 

have  gone  into  the  ministry,  and  was 
so  childlike  and  bland  that  he  would 

have  been  mistaken  for  a  man  of  a 

saintly  heart." 
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AGRICULTURAL  PERIOD  C(3NCLUDED. 

1861— 1875. 

"Grim-visa ged  war  hath  smootlied  his  wrinkled  front." 

During  the  progress  of  the  Civil  War 
few  events  of  conseqtience  occtirred  in 

Chautauqua  County  that  were  not  in 
some  way  connected  with  it.  The  minds 
of  the  people  were  too  much  occupied 
with  its  serious  phases  and  its  exciting 

incidents,  to  engage  in  many  enter- 
prises of  importance.  P)esides,  the 

greater  part  of  the  young  and  enter- 
prising men  were  away  from  the  county 

and  with  the  army.  Had  it  not  been 
for  new  and  improved  farming  utensils, 
particularly  the  mowing  machine,  which 
was  introduced  into  use  about  that 

time  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  laboring  men,  the  hay 
and  other  crops  raised  by  the  farmer 
could  have  been  secured.  Yet  for  the 

time  being  farming  and  other  industries 
seemed  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
This  was  in  a  great  measure  due  to  the 
inflated  currency.  One  dollar  in  gold 

was  at  one  time  worth  S2.98  in  green- 
backs, butter  reached  over  fifty-five 

cents  per  pound  and  land  more  than 
doubled  in  value. 
We  will  now  note  in  succession  the 

events  of  more  than  ordinary  import- 
ance that  occurred  within  the  county 

during  the  war  and  in  the  years  follow- 
ing it. 

On  the  night  of  January  31,  1861,  a 

great  fire  in  Jamestown  destroyed  the 
entire  block  on  the  west  side  of  Main 
Street  from  Second  to  Third  Street  and 

also  the  Allen  block  then  occupying  the 
east  side  of  Main  Street  from  Third 

Street  down  to  William  H.  Lowry's 
building.  The  lire  also  destroyed  the 
Allen  House  barn  and  the  livery  stable, 
as  well  as  the  Shaw  Hotel  block  which 

then  occuj^ied  the  west  side  of  Main 
Street  and  the  north  side  of  Third 

Street  where  now  stands  the  Prender- 
gast  block,  and  as  far  north  as  Samuel 

A.  I)rown's  house.  In  February  of 
that  year  tire  limits  were  established  in 
that  village,  and  the  Jamestown  Gas 

Light  Company  was  organized. 
October  8th  of  the  same  year  another 

fire  occurred  in  Jamestown  in  which 
twenty  l)uildings  were  burned,  including 

a  church  and  a  hotel.  Jamestown  dur- 

ing many  \-ears  was  an  ill-starred  town. 
It  had  no  sufficient  water  supply  and 

many  of  its  houses  were  built  of  wood, 

consequentl}'  it  was  afflicted  with  a  re- 
markable number  of  destructive  con- 

flagrations. 
In  March,  1864,  a  soldier,  enlisted  for 

a  town  in  Cattaraugus  County,  named 

McDonald,  went  into  McBride's  saloon 
in  Dunkirk,  where  he  met  William  Bat- 

tles.   They  with  others  engaged  in  a 
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game  of  cards,  in  the  course  oi  which 
a  dispute  arose  between  McDonald  and 
Battles  regarding  $io  which  had  been 
staked.  Battles  grasped  the  money  and 
threatened  to  burn  it.  McDonald  for- 

bade the  burning,  whereupon  Battles 

placed  a  pistol  at  McDonald's  head  and 
discharged  it.  The  ball  entered  the 
brain,  producing  death.  Battles  was 
tried  in  Mayville  at  the  September 

Court.  Hon.  George  Barker,  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  appeared  for  the  people. 

Hon.  F.  S.  Edwards  and  William  M. 

Newton  for  the  prisoner.  Battles  was 
convicted  of  murder  in  the  first  degree, 
and  hung  in  Mayville  jail.  He  was  the 
second  person  executed  in  the  county 
for  crime. 

A  remarkable  rain  storm  passed  over 

a  portion  of  the  counties  of  Chautau- 
qua and  Cattaraugus  in  September, 

1865.  The  rain  began  to  fall  in  ElHng- 

ton  in  great  quantities,  at  10  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon  and  continued  to  descend 

without  intermission  until  2  p.  m.  Mill 
dams  above  the  village  upon  Twenty 

Eight  Creek'  which  passes  through  the 
town,  gave  way.  Suddenly,  and  without 
warning  to  the  inhabitants,  a  great 
flood  reached  the  village,  carrying  away 
houses  and  barns.  The  Baptist  Church 
was  lifted  by  the  water  and  carried 

against  the  hotel,  which  was  swept  from 
its  foundations.  Its  landlord,  Mr.  Tor- 

rey,  barely  escaped  drowning;  stores 
and  other  buildings  were  crushed  or 

carried  away.  The  village  park  was 
covered  with  debris.  Not  a  bridge  was 
left  in  the  vicinity.  Gardens  were  de- 

vastated, and  heaps  of  floodwood  piled 
along  the  valley.  The  most  deplorable 
occurrence  was  the  drowning  of  the 
four  small  children  of  William  A.  Mat- 

tocks. His  house  was  isolated  by  the 
waters  before  the  danger  was  realized 
and  before  assistance  could  be  ren- 
dered. 

In  1865  the  Buffalo  and  Oil  Creek 
Cross  Cut  Railroad  was  charted.  Its 

name  was  subsequently  changed  to  the 
Buffalo,  Corry  and  Pittsburg  Railroad. 
It  connects  Corry  in  Pennsylvania  with 
Brocton  in  this  county,  where  it  joins 

the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  South- 
ern Road.  Its  length  is  43.20  miles. 

The  portion  lying  in  this  state  is  37.20 
miles  in  length  and  terminates  at  the 
state  line,  which  there  forms  the  south 

line  of  Clymer.  The  company  con- 
structing from  this  point  to  Corry  was 

chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  two  were  consolidated 

April  24th,  1867. 

August  7th,  1867,  occurred  an  im- 
portant event  in  the  interest  of  educa- 

tion, in  the  laying  of  the  corner  stone 
of  the  State  Normal  School  at  Fre- 
donia  by  the  Masons. 

November  3rd,  1868,  in  the  course  of 

an  altercation,  Henry  Koch  killed  Dan- 
iel Callahan  in  a  saloon  on  Third  Street 

in  Dunkirk.  On  the  trial  District  At- 

torney B.  F.  Skinner,  assisted  by  Hon. 

Lorenzo  Morris  and  W.  W.  Holt,  ap- 

peared for  the  people,  Hon.  F.  S.  Ed- 
wards, N.  H.  Hill  and  A.  J.  Cook  for  the 

prisoner.  The  trial  resulted  in  a  ver- 
dict of  manslaughter  in  the  third  de- 

gree. In  November,  1869,  the  Brooks  Lo- 
comotive Works  of  Dunkirk  was  organ- 

ized with  H.  G.  Brooks  president,  and 
Marshall  L.  Hinman  secretary  and 

treasurer  and  a  capital  stock  of  $350,- 
000.  The  prosperity  of  Dunkirk  has 
since  depended  upon  the  success  of 
these  extensive  works,  which  have  now 

grown  into  a  great  industry'  one  of  the 
first  of  the  kind  in  the  world  and  the 

most  important  of  any  in  the  county. 
In  the  year  1901  its  employes  numbered 

twenty-six  hundred  men  and  it  made 
three  hundred  eighty-two  locomotives 
that  year.  It  has  added  greatly  to  the 
business  importance  and  reputation  of 
Chautauqua  Countv. 

Horatio  G.  Brooks,  who  established 
these  locomotive  works,  and  to  whose 
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business  ability  their  success  has  been 
chiefly  due,  was  born  in  Portsmouth, 
New  Hampshire.  He  was  in  early  life 
a  locomotive  engineer.  In  1850  he 

brought  the  first  locomotive  to  Dun- 
kirk for  the  New  York  and  Erie  Rail- 

road. He  blev\^  the  first  locomotive 

whistle  ever  heard  in  Chautauqua 

County.  In  1862  he  became  superin- 
tendent of  the  Western  Division  of  the 

Erie  Railroad  and  in  1865  superintend- 
ent of  motive  power  of  the  entire  Erie 

Railroad.  Upon  his  death  in  1887  he 

was  succeeded  as  president  of  the  com- 
pany by  Edward  Nichols,  who  died 

January  7th,  1892,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Marshall  L.  Hinman. 

February  4th,  1870,  the  Sinclairville 
Library  Association  was  founded  and 

has  now  been  in  existence  for  thirty- 
three  years.  During  this  period  it  has 

r.lways  been  opened  and  constantly  pat- 
ronized. It  is  the  oldest  circulating 

library  in  the  County  of  Chautauqua. 
December  12th,  1894,  it  was  chartered 

a  Free  Library  by  the  name  of  the  "Sin- 
clairville Free  Library."  It  is  the  sec- 

ond Free  Library  established  in  the 

county  being  only  preceded  by  the 
Prendergast  Library  of  Jamestown. 

Monday,  August  14th,  1871,  occurred 

the  most  fearful  disaster  that  ever  hap- 
pened on  Chautauqua  Lake.  The 

Steamer  Chautauqua  with  thirty  people 
on  board,  on  its  afternoon  trip  up  the 

lake  turned  into  Whitney's  Bay  on  the 
west  side  about  midway  between  Bemus 
Point  and  Maville  to  wood  up.  As  she 
lay  at  the  dock  for  an  instant  she  was 
shrouded  in  darkness,  her  boiler  having 
exploded  with  a  terrific  report,  tearing 
the  boat  to  pieces  and  filling  the  air 

with  flying  timber.  Such  was  the  force 
of  the  explosion  that  the  boiler  was 

torn  to  fragments  and  its  front  part 
blown  a  distance  of  ten  rods,  cutting 

a  tree  a  foot  in  diameter  half  through 

in  its  passage.  The  water  and  land  for 

twenty  rods  each  way  were  strewn  with 

wreckage  with  here  and  there  a  man- 
gled and  bleeding  body. 

The  noise  of  the  explosion  was  heard 

for  many  miles.  People  who  suspected 
the  cause  hastened  to  the  landing.  In 
half  an  hour  physicians  were  there  from 

Mayville,  followed  by  a  crowd  of  peo- 
ple. Mrs.  Perry  Aiken  was  instantly 

killed ;  her  body  was  found  fastened 
between  the  stumps  of  two  trees  that 

had  stood  upon  the  shore.  Mrs.  Jer- 
usha  Hopkins  lay  dead  upon  the  beach, 
crushed  and  mangled.  Henry  Cook, 

a  colored  boy,  was  killed  instantly. 
Miss  Julia  S.  Hopkins,  Miss  Eunice 
Hopkins,  Miss  Elizabeth  Witt  Ells  and 
Samuel  Bartholomew  died  from 

their  injuries  soon  after  the  catastro- 
phe. The  body  of  Mrs.  J.  C.  Cochran 

of  Buffalo  was  found  the  next  day  fif- 
teen rods  from  the  wreck  and  ten  rods 

from  the  shore  at  the  bottom  of  the 

lake.  Eight  in  all  were  killed  or  died. 
Fifteen  others  were  seriously  wounded, 

among  them  Capt.  James  M.  Murray, 

his  thigh  being  broken,  also  Alvin 

Plumb  and  Major  Winfield  S.  Camer- 
on, prominent  citizens  of  the  county. 

There  were  but  few  of  the  passengers 
and  crew  not  injured. 

June  22nd,  1871,  the  first  passenger 

train  passed  over  the  Dunkirk,  Alle- 
gheny Valley  and  Pittsburg  Railroad. 

No  event  more  favorable  to  Dunkirk 

had  occurred  since  the  completion  of 
the  Erie  Road.  The  road  runs  south- 

erly from  Dunkirk  along  the  pictur- 
esque grounds  of  the  Spiritualists  at 

Cassadaga  Lake,  through  good  agri- 
cultural lands  in  this  county,  terminat- 

ing at  Titusville  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. It  is  ninety  miles  long.  It 

gave  Dunkirk  access  to  the  coal,  oil 
and  lumber  regions. 

One  of  the  earliest  projects  ever  en- 
tertained for  the  building  of  a  railroad 

west  of  the  Allegheny  River  was  con 

ceived  by  the  people  of  Warren,  Pa., 

seventy  years  ago.    In  1832  or  1833  ̂  
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charter  was  granted  bv  the  Legislature 
of  Pennsylvania  for  a  railroad  to  follow 
the  valley  of  the  Conewango  north  from 

Warren.  In  1853  this  project  was  re- 
vived by  the  people  of  Warren,  and 

seventeen  hundred  shares  of  stock  were 
obtained  within  a  few  hours  after  the 
opening  of  the  books  to  build  a  road 
under  the  name  of  the  Warren  and  Pine 

Grove  Railroad.  The  project  was  never 
consummated  until  the  building  of  the 

Dunkirk,  Warren  and  Pittsburg  Rail- 
road in  1 87 1.  The  first  public  move- 
ment toward  building  the  latter  road 

was  made  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1866  by  the  citizens  of  Sinclair- 

ville,  at  which  Hon.  C.  J.  Allen  presid- 
ed. The  next  winter  the  company  was 

organized  as  the  Dunkirk,  Warren  and 
Pittsburg  Railroad  Company.  Timothy 
D.  Copp  was  chosen  its  first  president, 
Hon.  George  Barker  vice  president  and 
S.  M.  Newton  engineer.  By  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  towns  were  authorized 
to  subscribe  to  its  capital  stock.  Two 

hundred  thirty-eight  thousand  dollars 
was  subscribed  by  towns  along  the 
route  of  the  road,  which  constituted 

substantially  the  capital  upon  which  the 

road  was  built.  Many  difficulties  ren- 
dered the  completion  of  the  road  a  mat- 

ter of  much  doubt  for  a  time.  To  the 

ability  and  vigilance  of  Stephen  M. 
Newton  of  Dunkirk,  the  chief  engineer 
and  a  director  was  the  completion  of 
the  road  chiefiy  due. 

August  20th,  1 87 1,  Myron  Eddy,  a 

well  known  deputy  sheriff  of  James- 

town, received  a  dispatch  from  the  Po- 
lice Department  of  Dunkirk  directing 

him  at  once  to  arrest  Charles  Marlow 

of  Jamestown-  a  German,  for  the  crime 
of  murder.  When  this  order  was  re- 

ceived it  was  supposed  that  some  mis- 
take had  been  made  as  Marlow  was 

known  in  Jamestown  as  an  industrious, 

well-behaved  citizen.  It  was  soon  dis- 
covered that  a  most  foul  crime  had  been 

committed.    The  murder  was  perpetrat- 

ed in  the  gloomy  cellar  of  the  old  brew- 

ery, located  in  the  suburbs  of  the  vil- 
lage, just  under  the  brink  of  the  hill 

on  the  west  side  of  Main  Street  oppo- 
site its  point  of  intersection  with  Kent 

Street.  The  old  brewery  has  long  since 

gone  and  its  place  is  occupied  by  dwel- 
lings. A  church  now  stands  hard  by  the 

spot. Valentine  Benkowski,  a  poor  Russian 
Pole,  a  coachman  in  the  old  country, 
had  the  month  before  landed  in  New 

York,  and  stopped  two  days  in  Dunkirk 
among  his  countrymen.  In  less  than  a 
week  he  was  employed  by  Marlow,  who 
Luiderstood  his  language,  as  a  common 
laborer  about  his  house  and  brewery. 

About  three  weeks  later  William  Bach- 
man,  an  itinerant  German,  came  to 

Marlow's  and  was  entertained  by  him 
over  night. 

In  the  morning  Marlow  told  Benkow- 
ski that  Bachman  claimed  to  have  six 

thousand  dollars  in  money.  Marlow's 
manner  when  he  made  this  remark,  and 

other  suspicious  conduct  on  his  part, 
led  Benkowski  to  believe  that  some 

crime  was  meditated,  so  later  in  the  day 

when  Marlow  went  down  into  the  cel- 
lar with  Bachman,  where  the  beer  was 

brewed  and  stored,  l]enkowski  listened. 

Soon  he  heard  a  pistol  shot.  It  was  not 
until  the  next  day  that  I)enkowski  found 

an  opportunity  to  go  into  the  cellar. 
He  then  discovered  that  the  cellar 

stairs  had  been  recently  washed,  and 
saw  traces  of  blood  upon  the  earth  as 
if  a  body  had  been  dragged  along  the 
cellar  floor  to  the  furnace  where  there 
was  evidence  that  a  hot  fire  had  been 

burning.  These  and  other  circumstan- 
ces made  him  sure  that  a  murder  had 

been  committed.  He  could  communi- 
cate his  suspicions  to  no  one,  for  he 

understood  no  English.  Without  giv- 
ing a  reason  for  his  abrupt  departure, 

he  set  out  for  Dunkirk  where  there 

were  many  of  his  countrymen.  Ben- 
kowski went  on  foot  to  Sinclairville  and 
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stopped  over  night.  The  next  day  he 

went  by  rail  to  Dunkirk.  On  his  arri- 
val he  told  his  countrymen  and  they 

informed  the  police.  Benkowski,  Or- 
sino  E.  Jones,  a  leading  citizen  -of 
Jamestown  who  happened  to  be  in  Dun- 

kirk, and  also  a  member  of  the  police 
force  of  Dunkirk,  went  at  once  to 

Jamestown  and  made  a  dihgent  search 
of  the  brewery  premises.  In  the  ashes 
of  the  furnace  they  found  the  bones  and 
teeth  of  a  man  and  also  ivory  bosom 
studs  like  those  worn  by  Bachman,  and 
other  evidences  that  a  murder  had  been 
committed. 

Marlow  was  indicted  and  tried  at 

Mayville.  District  Attorney  B.  F.  Skin- 
ner and  Hon.  Lorenzo  Morris  appeared 

for  the  people.  Hon.  Porter  Sheldon 

and  C.  R.  Lockwood,  Esq.,  appeared 
for  Marlow.  On  the  trial,  which  lasted 

nearly  two  weeks,  Mrs.  Julia  Ortrnan, 

the  aged  mother-in-law  of  Marlow,  tes- 
tified that  she  killed  Bachman  with  a 

hammer  in  the  cellar  of  the  brewery  in 
defence  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Marlow, 
and  afterwards  she  and  her  daughter 
without  the  assistance  of  Marlow 

burned  the  body  in  the  furnace.  The 

jury  failed  to  agree. 
A  second  trial  was  held  at  the  term 

of  the  court  held  in  January,  1872, 
before  Justice  George  D.  Lamont.  E. 
R.  Bootey,  then  District  Attorney,  and 
Lorenzo  Morris  conducted  the  trial  for 

the  people  and  C.  R,  Lockwood  and 
Porter  Sheldon  for  Marlow.  The  case 

was  ably  tried  for  the  people  and  the 

defence.  The  jury  this  time  rendered  a 

verdict  of  guilty.  Marlow  was  hung  in 

Mayville  jail.  This  was  the  third  and 
last  execution  o(  a  human  being  for  a 

crime  within  the  limits  of  Chautauqua 
County. 

Train  number  6,  consisting  of  an  en- 
gine, tender,  baggage  and  passenger 

cars,  going  north  on  the  Buf¥alo,  Corry 

and  Pittsburg  Railroad,  Fay  Flanders 

conductor,  left  Mayville  at  3:15  p.  m. 

on  the  24th  of  December,  1872.  A  tres- 
sle  work  three  hundred  twenty  feet  long 

spanned  a  deep  gulch  about  five  miles 
north  of  Mayville  and  ten  rods  north 

of  Prospect  Station.  The  engine  of  the 
train  passed  over  the  trestle  work  at  a 
low  rate  of  speed,  as  it  approached 
Prospect  Station.  A  broken  flange  on 
one  of  the  wheels  of  the  tender  threw 
its  rear  truck  ofif  the  track  which  caused 

the  baggage  and  passenger  cars  to  top- 
ple of¥  the  trestle  work,  turn  over,  and 

fall  bottom  up  on  the  hard  snow  be- 
neath. It  was  an  extremely  cold  day 

and  the  cars  were  heat(;d  by  hot  fires 
in  the  stoves,  from  Avhicli  the  coals  were 

scattered  by  the  crash  ,'uid  quickly  set 
fire  to  the  cars.  There  were  forty-five 

persons  on  the  train  of  whom  thirty  - 
eight  were  passcmgers'  many  of  them 
returning  to  their  homes  or  going  to 
visit  friends  and  celebrate  Christmas 

the  next  day.  Th(^  weight  of  the  pass- 
enger car  crushed  some  of  the  inmates 

and  held  others  wedged  in  between  the 
timbers  of  the  car  so  tightly  that  they 

could  not  escape,  and  now  the  flames 
threatened  a  terrible  death  to  those  who 
remained  alive  after  the  fearful  fall. 

The  people  quickly  gathered  from  Pros- 
pect and  the  country  around,  from 

Brocton,  Mayville  and  Westfield  and 
used  every  effort  to  check  the  flames 

and  rescue  the  passengers.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  water,  snow  was  heaped  upon 

the  flames  in  hopes  to  smother  them. 
Holes  were  cut  into  the  car  where  the 

flames  would  adnnt  it,  in  an  ineffectual 

attempt  to  release  those  imprisoned. 

Chains  and  ropes  were  employed  in  ef- 
forts to  pull  over  the  cars  and  oxen  were 

used  with  a  like  purpose,  without  avail. 

When  the  fire  had  burned  low  a  terri- 

ble and  ghastly  scene  was  witnessed. 
Eigfhteen  dead  bodies,  bruised  and 

burned,  were  taken  out  and  laid  upor 
the  snow  and  covered  with  winding 

sheets.  Of  the  forty-five  persons  on 
the  train  but  five  escaped  with  slight 
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injuries,  thirty-two  were  killed,  burned 
to  death  or  died  from  their  injuries, 

Mark  Haight  of  the  firm  of  Moss, 

Haight  and  Dunham,  bankers,  of  Broc- 
ton,  was  firmly  held  by  the  timbers  of 

the  car.  Jack  screws  were  obtained  and 

the  timbers  lifted  slightly  so  that  he 

could  be  taken  out,  but  he  was  so  fear- 

fully burned  that  he  expired  two  hours 
later.  His  partner,  Mr.  Dunham,  who 

was  sitting  beside  him,  was  rescued  with 

slight  injuiy.  Of  the  twin  brothers  Ed- 
win H.  and  Edward  Bell,  one  was  in- 

stantly killed  and  the  other  escaped. 

Of  two  Ryan  brothers  one  was  killed 

the  other  escaped.  Wilbur  T.  Rice  and 
his  bride,  who  had  been  married  a  few 

weeks  before,  were  both  killed.  Cath- 
erine Riley  of  Titusville,  on  her  way  to 

visit  her  mother  at  Dunkirk ;  Frank 

Green  and  his  wife,  all  met  their  death. 

Fay  Flanders,  the  conductor,  while 

wedged  into  the  wreck  by  timbers  but 
with  his  body  and  arms  liberty  and 

suf¥ering  pain,  even  aided  the  rescue  of 
a  little  girl  who  was  a  passenger  on  the 

train.  Flanders  exhibited  great  cool- 
ness and  resolution  in  his  dire  extrem- 

ity. At  his  suggestion  a  chain  was  put 
round  his  body  and  by  the  efTort  of 

many  strong  men  he  was  drawn  out. 
His  ribs  were  broken  and  his  Hmbs 

torn  and  burned  and  yet  he  survived 

a  few  days  and  died.  Frank  Taylor 

stayed  by  his  brake,  although  he  could 
have  escaped,  and  lost  his  life. 

The  Prospect  railroad  accident  was 

the  most  terrible  tragedy  that  ever  oc- 
curred within  the  limits  of  Chautauqua 

County  excepting  the  burning  of  the 

Steamboat  Erie  in  1841.  In  few  acci- 
dents of  this  kind  that  ever  happened 

was  the  percentage  of  loss  of  Hfe  so 

great. 
Jamestown,  from  the  time  of  its  set- 

tlement, was  the  leading  manufactur- 
ing town  of  the  county.  It  long  had 

been  celebrated  for  its  implements,  fur- 

niture, wood,  cloth  and  textile  manu- 

factures. But  in  1873  the  most  import- 
ant manufacturing  industry  of  the  city 

was  estabhshed.  Before  that  year  no 

attempt  had  been  made  to  manufacture 
worsted  goods  west  of  Philadelphia. 

That  year  William  Hall,  William  Broad- 
head  and  Joseph  Tanner  established 

the  ''Jamestown  Worsted  Mills."  They 
were  at  first  called  the  alpaca  mills. 
The  machinery  was  made  in  England 

and  many  of  its  skilled  operatives  at 

first  came  from  that  country.  It  quick- 
ly grew  to  large  proportions  and  its 

business  is  now  conducted  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale.  Its  products  are  known 

from  Boston  to  San  Francisco.  Event- 
ually William  Broadhead  retired  and 

the  name  of  the  firm  finally  became 

"Hall  and  Co."  W.  C.  J.  Hall,  Chapin 
Hall,  Erie  L.  Hall,  Elliot  C.  Hall,  Mrs. 

Rose  E.  Kent,  Alfred  E.  Hall  and  Sam- 
uel Briggs  all  have  been  members  of  this 

firm.  This  industry  has  contributed 

greatly  to  the  prosperity  of  Jamestown. 
William  Broadhead  and  his  sons  S. 

B.  and  A.  N.  Broadhead,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Broadhead  and  Sons,  not 

long  afterwards  established  other  very 
extensive  textile  manufactories  in 

Jamestown  which  are  giving  thousands 
of  people  employment  or  daily  support. 
Jamestown  owes  much  of  its  growth 
and  present  prosperity  to  the  energy 
and  business  ability  of  the  Broadhead family. 

Many  other  industries  in  Jamestown 
when  established  were  of  more  than  lo- 

cal importance,  to  which,  had  this  his- 

tory been  designed  to  be  more  elabo- 
rate, a  full  reference  would  have  been 

made. 

Chautauqua  County  had  now  come 

to  the  front  as  one  of  the  first  agricul- 
tural counties  in  the  state.  Its  farmers 

used  improved  and  scientific  methods 

of  dairying.  Chautauqua  County  but- 
ter and  cheese  bore  a  reputation  for  ex- 

cellence. The  county  had  become  fam- 
ous  for  its  horses  and  cattle  and  apples, 
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all  of  which  were  exported  in  great 
abundance.  Judge  Zattu  Gushing,  when 
he  came  to  the  county  in  1805,  brought 
with  him  a  half  bushel  of  apple  seeds 
from  which  a  nursery  was  started  on 
what  is  known  as  the  Marsh  Farm  at 

Fredonia.  This  was  probably  the  oldest 

oirchard  in  the  county.  Many  other  early 
settlers  planted  their  first  orchard  with 
scions  and  with  apple  seeds  brought 
with  them  into  the  county,  selected 
from  favorite  varieties  that  were  raised 

at  their  old  homes  in  the  East,  and 

which  were  associated  with  the  happy 

days  of  their  early  life.  Among  them 

were  Spitzenburghs,  Seek-no-Furthers, 
Roxbury  Russets,  Rhode  Island  Green- 

ings and  other  excellent  and  now  for- 
gotten kinds.  We  of  the  present  gener- 

ation remember  to  have  gathered  them 

in  our  youth  in  the  old  orchards  plant- 
ed by  our  fathers.  There  were  also 

many  worthless  kinds,  useful  only  for 
cider,  which  have  been  supplanted  by 
the  standard  varieties  of  later  years. 
The  apples  of  the  hills  in  the  central 

part  of  the  county  were  better  in  qual- 
ity than  those  raised  in  the  northern 

towns,  but  the  early  frosts  rendered  the 
former  a  more  uncertain  crop.  Pears, 
plums,  cherries  and  berries  of  all  kinds 
were  successfully  grown  in  nearly  all 
parts  of  the  county,  but  the  northern 
towns  and  the  country  bordering  on 
Ghautauqua  Lake  were  decidedly  best 
adapted  to  most  kinds  of  fruits.  Peaches 
of  an  excellent  quality  were  raised 
north  of  the  Ridge  in  abundance,  while 

among  the  hills  they  were  poor  in  qual- 
ity. 

In  the  northern  towns  of  the  county 

in  1874,  the  grape  had  become  the 
principal  staple  and  the  manufacture  of 
wine  an  important  industry.  In  1824 

Deacon  Elijah  Fay  planted  a  few  Isa- 
bella and  Gatawba  grape  roots  on  his 

farm  in  the  town  of  Portland.  In  1830 

he  made  from  his  grapes  five  or  six  gal- 
lons of  wine  and  from  year  to  year  in- 

creased the  manufacture  until  i860,  the 

year  of  his  death,  when  he  had  two 
thousand  s^allons  in  his  cellar.  In  1859 

Joseph  B.  Fay,  Garrett  E.  Ryckman,  a 
grandson  of  Deacon  Elijah  Fay,  and 
Rufus  Haywood  built  the  first  wine 

house  in  the  county  at  Brocton.  Twen- 
ty acres  of  grapes  supplied  it.  In  1879 

Mr.  Ryckman  became  the  sole  owner 
of  this  wine  house.  He  improved  and 
added  to  the  plant  until  it  became  one 

of  the  most  perfect  and  extensive  estab- 
lishments of  its  kind  in  the  county  and 

in  the  state. 

In  1865  the  Lake  Shore  Wine  Gom- 
pany  was  formed.  The  year  following 
there  were  six  hundred  acres  of  vines 
in  Portland.  The  Portland  Genter  Wine 

House  and  other  wine  companies  fol- 
lowed. 

In  1867  Thomas  Lake  Harris,  a  na- 

tive of  England,  who  had  acquired  a  lit- 
erary celebrity  and  also  a  reputation  as 

a  successful  and  popular  minister  of  the 

LTniversalist  Ghurch,  organized  a  so- 

ciety known  as  the  "Brotherhood  of  the 
New  Life."  The  society  purchased 
nearly  two  thousand  acres  of  land  in 
Portland  extending  two  miles  along  the 
shore  of  Lake  Erie,  and  besides  other 

industries,  commenced  diligently  to  cul- 
tivate the  grape,  built  a  large  wine  house 

and  cellar  near  the  village  of  Brocton, 

engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
pure  native  wine,  more  especially  for 
medicinal  purposes.  They  laid  out  a 

village,  intended  as  their  industrial  cen- 

ter, to  be  called  "Salem  on  Erie."  They 

were  commonly  known  as  the  "Harris 
Gommunity."  They  manufactured 
thousands  of  gallons  of  wine  annually. 
The  association  finally  fell  to  pieces  and 

their  lands  were  sold  in  oarcels.  While 

they  continued,  their  property  was  not 
held  in  common,  but  individuals  were 

permitted  to  hold  real  estate  and  culti- 
vate it  on  their  own  account.  The  au- 

thority of  the  Scripture  and  the  mar- 
riage relations  were  held  sacred.  They 
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had  no  written  form  for  their  govern- 
ment. Their  system  combined  the  doc- 

trines of  Plato  in  philosophy,  Sweden- 
borg  in  their  religion,  and  Fourier  in 

their  social  relations.  Although  exclus- 
ively devoted  to  their  association,  they 

lived  in  accordance  with  their  profes- 
sions and  were  excellent,  intelligent  cit- 

izens. The  association  numbered  more 

than  two  thousand  members.  Lady 

Oliphant  and  her  celebrated  son,  Law- 
rence Oliphant,  who  gave  up  his  seat 

in  the  English  Parliament,  several  Jap- 

County  had  been  growing  so  that  in  the 
Lake  Shore  towns  of  the  county  it  had 
become  a  leading  and  very  important 
industry.  About  the  year  1874  it  had 
ceased  to  depend  upon  a  limited  home 
market  and  had  found  without  the  coun- 

ty, first  in  the  oil  reeions  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, an  extensive  and  increasing  de- 

m.and.  A  new  era  in  the  agricultural 

prosperity  of  the  county  had  now  be- 
gun. Vineyards  were  spreading  over 

the  lowlands  that  extended  from  the 

foot  of  the  hills  along  the  southern 

FAIR  POINT  ON  C 

anese  high  officials,  and  two  Indian 
princes  were  residents  of  the  communi- 

ty. Mr.  Harris  finally  sold  the  lands 
to  Mr.  Oliphant  and  now  scarcely  a 
member  of  the  association  remains. 

Portland,  from  the  beginning,  has 
been  the  leading  town  in  the  culture  of 

the  grape  and  other  fruit,  and  the  Fays 
were  the  first  and  leading  family  in  the 
enterprise. 

From  its  small  beginnings  in  1824, 
during  the  fifty  years  that  followed,  the 

culture  of  the   grape  in  Chautauqua 

HAUTAUQUA  LAKE. 

shore  of  Lake  Erie  and  soon  began  to 
cHmb  the  hillsides  along  the  northern 
face  of  the  Ridge  and  now  the  grape 
belt  extends  for  a  distance  of  about 

fifty-five  miles  along  the  southern  shore 
of  Lake  Erie  from  Harbor  Creek  in 

Erie  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  Erie 
County,  New  York.  The  average  width 
of  this  territorv  is  about  three  and  one- 
half  miles.  While  it  includes  a  consid- 

erable tract  in  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and 
a  small  portion  in  Cattaraugus  County, 

the  principal  portion  of  the  grape  belt 
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is  in  Chautauqua  County.  It  includes 
the  most  of  the  area  of  the  lake  towns 

and  a  portion  of  some  of  the  adjacent 
towns.  The  entire  territory  of  the 

grape  belt  now  cultivated  contains 
about  one  hundred  twenty  thousand 
acres  of  which  one  hundred  thousand 

acres  are  in  Chautauqua  County. 
The  Isabellas  and  Catawbas  were  the 

first  varieties  of  grapes  that  were  ex- 

tensively raised.  The  Concord  was  fin- 
ally introduced  by  Lincoln  Fay.  The 

severe  winter  of  1872  and  1873  proved 
the  Concord  to  be  the  most  hardy  grape 

and  best  adapted  to  the  soil  and  cli- 
mate of  Chautauqua.  This  variety 

soon  became  the  leading  kind  raised 

throughout  the  county. 

Important  as  the  grape  industry  had 
become  an  event  occurred  at  this  time 

which  contributed  more  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  county  and  to  extend  its 
fame  than  any  event  that  had  happened 
before.  This  was  the  organization  of 

the  "Chautauqua  Assembly"  now  known 

as  the  "Chautauqua  Institution"  and  the 
commencement  of  its  meetings  on  the 

evening  of  August  4th,  1874,  upon  the 
cape  then  known  as  Fair  Point,  which 
extended  a  little  way  into  the  west  side 
of  Chautauqua  Lake  about  three  miles 

below  Mayville,  now  the  site  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Chautauqua.  This  was  a  marked 

event  in  not  only  promoting  the  mater- 
ial prosperity  of  our  county,  but  its  in- 

tellectual and  moral  advancement  also. 

The  point  had  long  been  celebrated  for 
its  beauty,  and  had  for  many  years  been 

a  place  of  resort  for  picnics  and  pleas- 
ure parties.  It  had  always  been  an  es- 

pecial custom  of  the  Methodists  to  hold 
their  religious  meetings  in  the  woods 
with  the  foliage  of  the  trees  for  the 
walls  of  their  forest  sanctuary,  and  the 
blue  arch  of  heaven  for  its  roof.  As 

late  as  1868,  they  held  meetings  in 

groves  in  loving  remembrance  of  those 

Old  Camp  Meetings  that  had  done  so 
much  in  times  past  to  spread  their  faith 

and  build  up  their  church.  In  t868  they 
purchased  fifty  acres  of  land  at  Fair 
Point  of  Stephen  M.  Hunt,  which  had 
originally  been  taken  up  by  William 
Hunt,  his  father,  an  early  pioneer.  The 

Chautauqua  Lake  Camp  Meeting  As- 
sociation was  organized  under  the  gen- 

eral laws  of  the  state  and  it  held  its 

old  forest  gatherings  there  from  1870 to  1873. 

Had  the  association  longer  continued 
there  is  no  doubt  that  its  success  and 

usefulness  would  have  justified  the  ex- 

pectation of  its  founders.  In'  1874 
twelve  thousand  dollars  had  been  ex- 

pended in  improvements,  one  hundred 

thirty-five  cottages,  a  hotel,  a  dining 
hall  and  other  buildings  had  been  erect- 
ed. 

At  the  last  of  these  camp  meetings, 

which  was  held  in  1873, Dr. John  H.Vin- 
cent and  Lewis  Miller  formally  submit- 

ted a  proposition  to  the  association  to 

hold  upon  the  grounds  during  the  ses- 
sion of  the  next  year  for  a  period  of 

two  weeks  a  Sunday  School  upon 
lines  and  in  accordance  with  ])lans,  which 

they  had  perfected.  They  devised  a  new 
scheme  of  education,  more  particularly 
Bibical  Fducation,  known  at  first  as 

the  "Chautauqua  Idea."  It  eventually 
developed  into  a  great  system  of  popu- 

lar education  including  religious  and 

moral  training.  Their  proposition  hav- 
ing been  agreed  to,  the  first  meeting 

of  the  Sunday  School  Assembly  was 
held  in  the  summer  of  1874,  and  proved 
to  be  a  great  success,  which  encouraged 
the  movers  to  further  and  better  efforts. 

Dr.  \  incent  and  Lewis  Miller  were  lib- 
eral minded  men  of  broad  views.  Un- 

der their  energetic  and  wise  manage- 
ment the  enterprise  developed  into  a 

great  summer  school. 
At  first  only  the  low  grounds  of  Fair 

Point,  which  closely  bordered  the  lake, 

were  principally  occupied  by  the  school. 
Here  were  built  the  chief  buildings  and 
the  greater  number  of  cottages.  Early 

a  large  boarding  house  or  semi-hotel. 
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familiarly  called  the  "Ark,"  was  the 
principal  place  of  entertainment  for  lec- 

turers and  important  visitors.  The 

"Auditorium"  erected  upon  the  point 
was  then  the  chief  place  of  attraction. 
It  is  the  most  ancient  place  of  interest 
for  there  formerly  the  principal  sermons 
and  lectures  were  delivered,  and  the 

chief  business  of  the  Assembly  trans- 
acted. The  Auditorium  was  lighted  in 

the  evening"  bv  flaming  Hambeaus  of  fat 

represented  the  Mediterranean.  The 

Dead  Sea,  the  River  Jordan,  the  prin- 

cipal mountains,  hills,  valleys  of  Jeru- 
salem and  the  principal  towns  of  the 

Holy  Land  were  modelled  in  stone, 

earth  and  plaster.  A  museum  of  cur- 
iosities was  also  erected  and  a  park 

with  fountains,  statuary  and  rustic 
seats,  was  laid  out  on  the  point. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  Assembly 

proved  a  great  success.    There  was  a 

THE  FIRST  POST  OF 

pine,  such  as  the  fishermen  of  the  lake 
used  when  fishing  in  the  night  time. 
The  Amphitheater  and  Hall  of  Philos- 

ophy, those  most  classic  places  in  this 
now  classic  grove,  had  not  been  erected. 
Near  where  now  is  the  Amphitheater 
was  a  great  tent  to  which  the  audience 
resorted  when  driven  from  the  Auditor- 

ium by  the  storm. 

In  order  to  give  a  correct  idea  to  be- 

g-inners  in  Bible  history  of  the  geogra- 
phy of  the  Holy  Land,  a  park  was  laid 

on  the  shore  in  which  Chautauqua  Lake 

FICE   AT   FAIR  POINT. 

large  attendance  including  five  hundred 
or  six  hundred  Chautauqua  students. 
Members  of  the  principal  Protestant 
denominations  were  there.  People 

were  present  from  twenty-five  states. 
The  British  Provinces  in  America  were 

represented  and  also  some  foreign 
countries.  Distinguished  speakers  and 
educators  were  present.  An  excellent 

program,  exceedingly  interesting  to 
students  of  the  Bible,  was  fully  carried 
out. 

The  fame  of  this  school  at  length  ex- 
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tended  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  into  distant  lands.  Twenty  years 
after  the  Assembly  had  been  founded 

there  were  sixty  Chautanqnas,  all  de- 
scendants of  this  parent  school.  These 

schools  existed  in  nearly  every  state 

of  the  Union  and  were  found  in  Eng- 
land and  in  Europe  and  even  in  Asia 

and  Africa,  all  conducted  under  this 

peculiar  system  of  popular  education 
originated  for  the  parent  school,  which 
had  its  birth,  and  is  in  its  full  vigor, 
upon  the  shore  of  Chautauqua  Lake. 
Bishop  Vincent  has  aptly  likened  the 
parent  Chautauqua  and  its  offspring  to 

a  "great  banyan  tree  with  its  bending 
boughs  and  forest  of  trunks,  all  from 
the  original  stock,  and  these,  like  the 

banyan  tree,  have  taken  root  as  indi- 
vidual and  united  institutions,  separate 

rather  in  name  than  organization ;  all 

under  one  administration  and  yet  unit- 
ing demands  of  widely  dififering  tastes 

and  preferences." 
Not  only  did  Bishop  Vincent  and  his 

associates  found  this  great  university, 

but  he  originated  a  new  method  of  in- 
struction, and  greatly  enlarged  the  field 

of  education.  His  achievements  as  an 

educator  and  as  the  principal  author  of 
the  Chautauqua  System  of  Education, 

has  placed  his  name  beside  that  of  Fro- 
bel  and  Pestalozzi.  The  latter  taught 

that  education  should  proceed  by  a  de- 
velopment of  the  individual  powers  of 

the  learner  rather  than  by  memorizing 

-  and  verbal  instruction  exclusively.  Fro- 
bel  founded  the  Kinderearten,  and  ex- 

tended the  influence  of  education  to 

infants  between  the  nursery  age  and 
that  of  school.  Bishop  Vincent  opened 
a  field  for  education  wider  still.  He 

devised  a  new,  practical  and  popular 

system  by  which  adults  as  well  as  the 

youth  could  be  instructed,  and  all 

classes  and  ages  could  pursue  with  pro- 
fit even  advanced  courses  of  learning 

with  the  home,  the  shop  and  the  farm 

as  the  college,  and  a  whole  lifetime  as 

the  school  term.  To  accomplish  these 

objects  and  to  teach  out-of-school  peo- 
ple of  all  ages  and  conditions  engaged 

in  various  pursuits  of  life,  or  while  they 
are  yet  in  school  but  enjoying  a  period 

of  leisure,  necessitated  a  radical  depart- 
ure from  the  ordinary  methods  of  in- 

struction in  important  respects.  The 

many  interesting  and  leading  features 
in  the  methods  of  the  Chautauqua 
Movement,  as  the  system  has  been 
called,  were  original  conceptions  of 
Bishop  Vincent  and  Lewis  Miller. 

The  great  Central  School  of  this  peo- 

ple's university  they  established  in  our 
county,  and  thereafter  annual  lectures 

were  given  by  the  most  learned  and 
famous  men  of  Europe  and  America 
upon  divers  topics  upon  which  they 

were  recognized  as  the  highest  author- 
ity. Instruction  in  morals  and  religion 

was  given,  and  in  all  branches  of 
learning  by  the  leading  educators  of  the 
time,  all  upon  liberal  lines,  and  thus  far 

without  religious  partisanship  or  poli- 
tical bias.  And  now  the  chimes  of 

Chautauqua  bells  call  thousands  gath- 
ered from  all  parts  of  our  land,  even 

from  distant  climes,  to  this  famous  west- 
ern shrine,  to  listen  and  to  learn,  to 

praise  and  to  pray. 

Chautauqua  bells!  Chautauqua  bells ! 
How  gloriously  your  music  swells 
O'er  hill  and  dale,  and  lake  and  lea, 
Filling  heaven's  dome  with  harmony. 
The  sun-lit  waves,  the  balmy  breeze, 
The  verdant  glebe,  the  forest  trees, 
Entranced,  drink  in  thy  dulcet  song. 
While  echoing  shores  thy  tones  prolong. 

At  early  dawn  ye  greet  the  day, 

And  with  the  glad  birds'  roundelay, 
Make  each  new  summer  morning  rise 
Like  a  sweet  dream  of  Paradise. 

The  passing  hours  of  prayer  and  praise 
Are  marked  by  thee  with  solemn  lays; 
The  coming  and  departing  guest 
Alike  with  thy  sweet  tones  is  blest. 

Pair  morning,  noon,  and  shadowy  night, 
Thou  fillest  with  a  strange  delight; 
O  sweet-toned  bells!  Chautauqua  bells! 
No  language  half  thy  music  tells. 
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Under  the  magic  of  thy  chimes, 
We  dream  of  those  enchanted  climes 
Where  each  blest  hour  of  endless  day, 
In  blissful  joy  shall  pass  away. 

Ring  on,  oh  bells!  Chautauqua  bells! 
From  out  thy  sweet-voiced  tones  there  wells 
A  sweeter  voice,  that  lures  my  soul 

To  the  fair  land — my  soul's  best  goal. 

"In  that  fair  land"  that  sweet  voice  tells, 
"There  are  no  tears,  no  parting  knells;" 
There    earth-tried    souls    with    peace  are 

crowned, 
And  everlasting  joys  abound. 

Ring  on,  oh  bells!  ring,  peal  on  peal! 
Already  doth  my  glad  soul  feel 
The  ecstacy  of  the  best  climes 

I've  often  heard  in  thy  sweet  chimes. 

And  when,  Chautauqua  bells,  I've  done 
With  earthly  scenes,  and  heaven  is  won, 

And  its  glad  music  o'er  me  swells, 
I'll  think  of  thee,  Chautauqua  bells! 

Chautauqua  bells!  Chautauqua  bells! 
In  memory  now  thy  music  dwells; 
And  each  glad  peal  to  memory  tells, 

"Chautauqua  bells!  Chautauqua  bells!" 

The  circumstances  attending  the 
Chautauqua  Experiment  were  such  as 
to  make  it  important  that  the  principal 
school  should  be  held  in  the  summer 

time,  when  the  school  3^ear  of  all  the 
universities,  colleges  and  public  schools 
of  the  country  was  closed,  and  before 
the  succeeding  school  year  commenced 
and  when  business  least  occupied  the 
minds  of  the  people,  which  necessitated 
a  term  of  but  a  few  weeks. 

It  was  decided  that  this  summer 

school  should  be  held  in  a  grove  in 
the  open  air,  for  no  ordinary  edifice 
could  have  contained  the  multitude  of 

people  that  was  destined  to  be  daily  as- 
sembled there,  and  besides  nothing 

could  be  more  effective  to  draw  the  resi- 

dents of  hot  and  pent  up  cities  and  of 
the  scorched  plains  of  the  south  and 
west  than  a  rtiral  landscape  and  the  cool 

shades  of  a  wood  on  the  shore  of  a  high- 
land lake.  These,  it  was  seen,  would 

also  be  a  cause  for  inspiration  to  the  nil- 
grims  to  this  educational  Mecca.  To 
reach  those  who  could  not  personally 

attend  this  great  school,  an  imique 

style  of  education  by  correspondence 
was  devised  and  local  organizations 
were  created  by  which  the  people  at 

their  homes  and  wherever  in  the  coun- 

try they  were,  could  pursue  their  stud- 
ies all  the  year  around ;  resulting  in  the 

Chautauqua  Literary  and  Scientific  Cir- 

cle ;  a  real  college  for  the  people.  "Uni- 
versity Extension"  had  its  origin  at 

Chautauqua  and  the  "Traveling  Li- 
brary" was  a  germination  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua Idea  (i). 

Each  year  has  seen  the  Chautauqua 
Institution  advancing  in  new  lines  of 

educational  work.  Retaining  the  su- 
premacy of  the  parent  Chautauqua, 

planted  twenty-eight  years  ago  on  the 
Old  Camp  Meeting  Grounds  at  Fair 
Point,  by  means  of  new  Chautauquas, 
the  outgrowth  of  the  oarent  stem,  and 
numerous  circles,  it  has  extended  its 

benign  influence  to  distant  lands. 

There  are  now  one  hundred  fifty  Chau- 
tauquas with  an  attendance  of  over  one 

million  people.  The  Chautauqua 

Course  now  covers  every  state  and  ter- 
ritory, Canada,  India,  Mexico,  South 

America,  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  West 

Indies,  Japan,  and  other  countries  of 
Europe,  Asia  and  Africa.  Over  two 

hundred  sixty  thousand  people  have 
been  enrolled  as  members  of  courses 

since  the  organization  of  the  Chautau- 

(1)  Rev.  H.  H.  Moore,  D.  D.,  of  Chautauqua,  was  one  of  the  first  to  call  attention  to  the 
advantages  of  Pair  Point,  as  a  place  for  religious  assemblies  and  was  active  In  the  or- 

ganization of  the  Chautauqua  Camp  Meeting  Association.  He  was  its  first  president. 
He  prepared  an  excellent  history  of  the  origin  and  early  growth  of  the  Chautauqua  As- 

sembly, and  also  a  lucid  and  complete  exposition  of  the  remarkable  methods  of  the 
Chautauqua  System.  His  paper  is  contained  in  the  History  of  Chautauqua  County published  in  1894. 
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qua  Literary  and  Scientific  Circle  and 
three  quarters  of  a  million  have  read 
parts  of  the  Home  Study  Course.  This 
great  school  gives  the  widest  field  for 
study  and  is  now  the  largest  institution 
for  higher  education  in  the  world.  It 
is  an  extraordinary  fact  that  this  has 
been  accomplished  without  financial  aid 
commensurate  with  its  great  results, 
such  as  other  leading  universities  and 

colleges  have  depended  upon.  Mon- 
eyed potentates  by  endowments  how- 

ever great  could  not  have  accomplished 
what  the  wise  and  enthusiastic  efforts 

of  Bishop  Vincent  and  his  cotempora- 
ries  have  done. 

The  reputation  of  the  Assembly  has 

made  the  name  of  our  county  a  fami- 
liar one  in  both  hemispheres.  It  has 

given  to  this  county  unrivalled  oppor- 
tunities for  moral  and  intellectual  in- 

struction. The  summer  meetings  held 
annually  in  its  very  heart,  the  constant 
contact  of  its  people  with  learned  men 
and  the  cultivated  people  and  students 

drawn  hither,  has  been  of  marked  in- 
tellectual advantage  to  our  citizens. 

The  influence  of  the  Assembly  has  been 
so  steady  and  constant,  its  growth  so 
gradual,  as  not  to  have  been  so  plainly 
perceived  and  its  beneficial  influence  so 

fully  appreciated  as  it  deserves.  Few 
are  so  much  entitled  to  the  gratitude 
of  their  fellow  citizens  as  the  founders 

of  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  and  none 
more  to  the  gratitude  of  the  people  of 
this  county  for  making  it  one  of  the 
great  educational  centers  of  the  world. 

Some  lasting  memorial  ought  to  be 
erected  by  its  citizens  within  its  borders 

to  Bishop  Vincent  in  honor  of  his  vir- 
tues and  the  great  service  that  he  has 

rendered  the  people  of  Chautauqua 
County. 

The  County  of  Chautauqua  owes  to 
this  unique  school  of  the  people,  now 

so  long  established,  more  than  to  any 
other  cause,  not  only  its  fair  name 

abroad  but  its  material  prosperity  also. 

Before  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  was 
established  on  Chautauqua  Lake  the 
country  around  it  was  little  sought  for 
its  fine  scenery.  Although  the  charms 
of  the  lake  had  many  local  admirers, 

strangers  were  not  attracted  to  its  bor- 
ders. Usually  but  a  single  steamboat 

plowed  its  waters.  There  were  no  land- 
ing places  on  its  western  shores.  The 

sites  where  now  are  Celoron,  Lake- 
wood,  Chautauqua,  Greenhurst,  Point 

Chautauqua  and  other  wellknown  re- 
sorts were  then  quiet  pastures  or  un- 

broken woodlands.  Fluvanna,  Bemus 
Point  and  Dewittville,  (the  latter  often 
called  Tinkertown)  were  sleepy  hamlets 
and  all  the  country  around  the  lake  was 

but  a  sequestered  region  of  gently  ris- 
ing hills,  verdant  fields  and  maple 

groves.  The  people,  however,  who 
lived  there  believed  that  the  beauties 

of  the  lake,  and  of  the  pleasing  rural 
scenery  around  it,  would  sometime  be 
discovered. 

Morris  Norton,  a  nephew  of  Levi  and 

Samuel  Beardsley,  who  were  distin- 

guished in  the  political  and  judicial  an- 
nals of  the  state,  himself  an  accom- 

plished and  honored  citizen  of  the  coun- 
ty and  for  forty-five  years  a  resident  of 

the  town  of  Harmony,  long  had  faith  in 
the  future  of  the  lake.  Inspired  by  a 

spirit  of  prophecy  as  well  as  of  poetry 

twenty-five  years  before  the  Chautau- 
qua Assembly  was  founded,  he  indited 

the  following  fine  verses  : 

CHAUTAUQUA  LAKE. 

Thou  lovely  Lake!  spread  out  so  fair  before 

me, 

Why  should  thy  beauties  still  remain  un- sung? 

Is  there  no  one  will  give  thy  name  to  story? 
Hast  thou  no  bard  to  give  thy  voice  a 

tongue  ? 
Sweet  is  the  music  of  thy  waters  dashing, 
When  sunbeams  sparkle  where  thy  wave- lets roll; 

And  when  the  storm  is  madly  o'er  thee lashing, 

Voices  of  music  thrill  my  weary  soul. 
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Gone  are  those  old  interminable  forests, 
Wliich  once  were  shadowed  in  thy  mirror 

blue ; 

Gone  is  the  red  man,  and,  methinks  thou 
sorrowest 

No  more  to  meet  him  with  his  light  canoe. 
Oft  on  thy  bosom  hath  the  Indian  maiden 

Listened  to  lover's  vows  repeated  o'er; 
They,  too,  are  gone,  and  thou,  with  sorrow 

laden, 
Poured  forth  their  requiem  all  along  the 

shore. 

Maybe  thou  lookest  on  the  change  with  sad- ness. 

Constantly  working  on  thy  banks  around; 
But  waving  fields  are  smiling  in  their  glad- ness, 

And  life  and  verdure  everywhere  abound. 
Let  me  look  forward  with  an  eye  prophetic; 
I  seem  to  see  at  no  far  distant  day 
Lordly  old  mansions,  rich  and  aristocratic, 
Dotting  thy  shores  in  beautiful  array. 

Churches  will  rise  in  pure  old  Gothic  splen- dor; 

Brightly  the  sun  will  gleam  on  tower  and 
dome; 

Their  lofty  spires  will  upward  stretch  with 
grandeur. 

Pointing  earth  s  children  to  their  final  home. 
Oft,  in  the  hush  of  summer  sunset,  stealing 
Over  the  surface  of  thy  glassy  breast. 
Shall  the  rich  music  of  their  bells  come 

pealing, 
Soothing  the  sad  and  troubled  soul  to  rest. 

Emblem  of  life!  How  like  an  infant  sleeping 
Seemeth  the  stillness  of  thy  calm  repose. 

And,  when  the  breeze  is  gently  o'er  thee 
sweeping. 

Stirring  events  of  youth  thy  waves  disclose. 

Manhood  arrives,  and,  with  it,  life's  stern battle, 
Symboled  by  stormy  elemental  strife; 

Winter,  with  chains  of  ice  and  hail's  fierce 
rattle. 

Makes  thee  an  emblem  of  the  close  of  life. 

Change  is  impressed  on  everthing  around 
thee, 

Yet  in  thy  beauty  thou  shalt  still  remain. 
What  if  at  times  an  icy  chain  hath  bound 

thee? 
Spring  hath  restored  thy  loveliness  again. 
Far  down  into  thy  still,  smooth  waters  gaz- ing, 

Heaven's  blue  arch  inverted  I  behold; 
Up  from  thy  depth,  light  fleecy  clouds  seem 

raising. 

Tinged  by  the  setting  sun  with  hues  of  gold. 

The  excellent  program  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua Assembly  began  first  to  attract 

strangers  to  Chautauqua.  They  came 
from  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Buffalo  and 
the  south  and  west.  Then  praises  of 
the  pleasant  lake  and  its  grassy  shores 
and  of  the  pure  air  of  the  Chatitauqua 
hills  were  bruited  abroad.  Each  suc- 

ceeding year  spread  the  fame  of  Chau- 
tauqua wider  and  still  wider  and  in- 

creased the  attendance  there.  They 
came  at  first  to  enjoy  advantages  of 

the  Assembly.  Those  who  came  in- 
vited others  who  wished  merely  to  spend 

their  summer  holidays  among  our  green 

hills  and  enjoy  their  summer  leasure 

A  VIEW  AT  FAIR  POINT. 

among  the  Chautauqua  farms  and  dair- 
ies. Then  came  workers,  business  and 

professional  men,  men  with  tired  brains, 
who  desired  only  rest  and  pleasure  or 
relief  from  business  cares  and  from  the 

heated  air  of  the  cities.  Stimulated  by 
the  influx  of  sojourners  there  came  a 
marked  change  to  the  shores  around 
the  lake.  The  old  villages  and  quiet 

hamlets  put  on  a  new  appearance.  Im- 
provements were  made  in  the  old  towns 

and  new  places  of  resort  sprung  up. 
The  drowsy  air  which  so  long  had  hung 
around  the  lake  departed.  Railroads 

were  built  along  its  shores  and  steam- 
boats loaded  with  passengers  plowed 

its  waters.  The  farms,  orchards  and 

gardens  around  the  lake  were  better 
cultivated  and  finer  farm  houses  with 

lawns   and   gardens   of   flowers  were 
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erected.  The  enterprising^  village  of 
Jamestown  became  a  city  owing  much 
of  its  growth  and  prosperity  directly 

to  the  Chautauqua  Assembly.  The  re- 
sults of  these  improved  conditions  have 

greatly  added  to  the  prosperity  of  the 

whole  county  and  benefited  every  citi- 
zen in  many  ways.  Of  these  blessings 

the  Chautauqua  Assembly  has  been  the 

prime  cause.  To  it  they  are  directly  or 
indirectly  due. 

We  have  thus  far  spoken  of  the  Chau- 

tauqua Assembly  merely  as  a  circum- 
stance connected  with  the  history  of  our 

county,  within  whose  limits  it  happens 
to  be  established,  and  of  the  benefits 
that  have  accrued  unto  our  people  by 
reason  of  its  existence  among  us.  It  is 
not  within  the  province  of  this  history 
to  dwell  at  length  upon  its  educational 
and  religious  influence  upon  the  great 
wide  world  outside  of  our  county.  The 

undertaking  would  be  too  great,  our 

space  too  limited  and  our  pen  too  fee- 
ble. The  benign  influence  of  the  Chau- 

tauqua Assembly  is  concisely  and  best 

expressed  in  fine  verse  by  the  poet  Wal- 
lace Bruce  in  which  he  calls  the  seat  of 

this  great  institution  "God's  Hearth- 
stone." We  cannot  better  conclude  this 

interesting  subject  than  with  this  in- 
spired tribute. 

GOD'S  HEARTHSTONE. 

The  western  fires  are  burning  dim 

Along  Chautauqua's  western  rim, 
The  embers  of  a  dying  day 
Are  sinking  in  the  ashes  gray. 

We  lay  aside  our  toil  and  care, 
We  bow  to  Thee  in  grateful  prayer, 
That,  round  Thy  hearthstone  wide  and  free, 
The  world  is  all  one  family. 

'Tis  not  in  temples  built  by  hands, 
Or  written  scrolls  from  far  off  lands. 
But  at  the  altars  reared  by  Thee, 
We  learn  the  truest  liturgy. 

Thy  voice  was  heard  on  Sinai's  height, 
On  Horeb's  mountain  veiled  in  night; 
Thy  voice  is  heard  in  every  rill. 
Thy  glory  glows  on  every  hill. 

Night  speaks  to  Night,  Day  speaks  to  Day, 
Their  world-wide  language  lives  for  aye. 
Their  lines  have  gone  through  all  the  earth. 
The  heavens  declare  Thy  matchless  worth. 

So  may  Thy  "Word  of  Love"  more  dear 
To  every  age  and  race  appear, 
Until  Time's  narrow,  restless  sea 
Is  hushed  in  Thy  eternity. 

And  O,  may  faith  still  deeper  grow. 
Till  peace  from  heart  to  heart  shall  flow, 
Till  all  the  world,  each  eventide. 
Shall  gather  around  Thy  hearthstone  wide. 

Nearly  three  quarters  of  a  century 

had  now  elapsed  since  the  ax  of  the 
first  settler  at  Westfield  broke  the  si- 

lence of  the  great  forest.  The  prosper- 
ity in  store  for  the  county  was  now 

manifest  and  a  pride  began  to  fill  the 
hearts  of  the  people  in  its  growing 

fame.  Of  the  men  who  through  hard- 
ship and  in  privation  and  toil  had  laid 

the  foundation  of  its  prosperity  there 
were  many  still  living  even  of  those  who 

in  their  early  manhood,  prior  to  the  or- 
ganization of  the  county  in  1811,  had 

staked  their  fortunes  in  the  distant 

woods.  Stimulated  by  a  common  sen- 
timent the  citizens  of  the  county  about 

this  time  held  meetings  in  different 
places  in  honor  of  these  old  pioneers. 
These  meetings  were  carefully  prepared 

and  largely  attended  bv  people  from  all 
parts  of  the  county  and  by  pioneers  of 

Chautauqua  then  living  in  other  coun- 
ties and  states. 

On  the  nth  of  June,  1873,  a  reunion 
of  old  settlers  was  held  in  Fredonia. 

Hon.  George  W.  Patterson  of  West- 
field  was  president  of  the  day.  There 

were  present  on  the  occasion  many  peo- 
ple including  nearly  two  hundred  early 

residents  of  the  county  whose  age  ex- 
ceeded seventy  years.  John  McHenry, 

whom  we  have  mentioned  early  in  our 
history  as  the  first  white  person  born 
within  the  limits  of  the  county,  his  head 

frosted  with  age,  was  present  on  the  oc- 
casion. Speeches  from  the  pioneers  and 

others,  a  banquet  and  an  exhibition  of 
relics  were  features  of  the  reunion. 
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The  same  year  on  the  loth  of  Sep- 
tember, the  anniversary  of  Commodore 

Perry's  victory,  a  "Hanover  Reunion" 
of  old  settlers  was  held  at  Forestville, 

attended  by  three  thousand  people. 
WilHam  D.  Talcott  presided.  Henry 
Hawkins  delivered  an  historical  ad- 

dress and  Mrs.  C.  D.  Ang-ell  read  a 
poem  appropriate  to  the  occasion. 

Again  June  26th,  1874,  a  Reunion  of 
Old  Settlers  was  held  in  Jamestown, 

attended  by  an  even  larger  number  of 

people  than  on  either  of  the  previous 
occasions.  Four  thousand  were  seated 

at  the  dinner  tables.  Hon.  Abner  Haz- 
eltine  v;as  the  president  of  the  day  and 
Hon.  Richard  P.  Marvin  delivered  the 

principal  address.  Speeches  were  made 

by  old  pioneers  and  others  and  an  in- 
teresting collection  of  ancient  relics  was 

displayed. 

A   CHAUTAUQUA  SUNSET. 



CHAPTER  XIX. 

Last  Period. 

1875-1898. 

"Thus  sometimes  hath  the  brightest  day  a  cloud." 
Shakespeare,  Henry  VI. 

We  have  now  arrived  at  the  last 

period  in  the  history  of  the  county, 

that  beginning-  with  the  year  1875, 
and  ending  with  the  close  of  the  year 

1902.  To  distinguish  it  we  will  call  it 

the  "Last  Period."  During  this  time 
the  county  realized  its  greatest  pros- 

perity ;  electric  and  other  railroads  were 

built,  two  cities  incorporated,  impor- 
tant manufactories  established,  high 

schools  and  a  business  college  organiz- 
ed, public  libraries  founded,  and  the 

wealth,  political  importance,  and  social 

influence  of  our  county  greatly  increas- 
ed. As  this  period  covers  a  little  more 

than  the  last  twenty-seven  years  of  our 
history,  the  most  that  has  happened 
in  that  time  is  within  the  memory  of  the 

greater  number  of  our  readers,  and  the 
events  to  be  related  more  or  less 
familiar  to  them. 

About  the  first  event  that  occurred  of 

importance  in  this  closing  period  was 

the  completion  of  the  "Buffalo  and 
Jamestown,"  now  the  "Buffalo  and 
Southwestern  Railroad"  to  the  city  of 
Jamestown  in  the  fall  of  1875.  This 
road  was  finished  from  Buffalo  to  Go- 
wanda  as  early  as  1874.  It  has  proved 

of  great  value  not  only  to  the  city  of 
Jamestown,  but  also  to  the  eastern 
towns  of  the  county.  Ellington,  Cherry 

Creek  and  Villenova  were  entirely  with- 
out railroad  faciHties  until  it  was  con- 

structed.    The  town  of  ElHcott  was 

bonded  in  the  sum  of  two  hundred 

thousand  dollars  to  aid  in  its  building. 

A  litigation  grew  out  of  it,  resulting  in  a 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  holding  that  the  bonds 
were  invalid.  They  were  never  paid. 
The  town  of  Cherry  Creek  had  also 
bonded  itself  in  a  large  sum  to  aid  the 

road.  A  similar  litigation  arose  re- 
specting the  validity  of  the  Cherry 

Creek  bonds,  resulting  in  a  settlement 
by  which  they  were  paid  in  part  by  that 
town.  In  1876  the  Prendergast  block 
in  the  village  of  Jamestown  was  erected. 
We  much  regret  to  have  to  record  a 

phenominal  number  of  crimes  and  trag- 
edies that  occurred  in  the  last  period. 

During  the  first  forty  years  of  settle- 
ment, but  few  desperate  crimes  were 

perpetrated.  The  county  may  be  said 
to  have  been  Arcadian  in  its  simplicity 
and  innocence.  But  one  felonious 

homicide  was  committed  during  that 

forty  years,  and  that  was  the  crime  of 
Damon  in  killing  his  wife.  So  little  were 

the  people  accustomed  to  deeds  of 
cruelty,  that  the  crime  and  execution 
of  Damon  was  not  soon  forgotten.  It 

was  a  topic  of  conversation  for  many 

a  year,  and  was  regarded  with  univer- 
sal and  almost  superstitious  horror. 

During  the  succeeding  thirty-three 
years  ending  with  1875,  but  five  or  six 
criminal  homicides  were  committed.  In 

marked  contrast  with  these  two  periods 
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was  the  last  twenty-five  years  of  our 
history.  During  a  period  that  would 
naturally  be  supposed  to  be  the  most 

law  abiding-  and  humane,  there  were  as 
many  as  seventeen  felonious  homicides 
and  murders  perpetrated  in  the  county, 
of  which  it  will  be  our  unpleasant  duty 

to  give  some  account.  The  commis- 
sion of  so  many  serious  offences  in  so 

short  a  period  is  not  to  be  attributed 

to  an  unusual  state  of  depravity  exist- 

ing in  the  county,  but  to  fortuitous  cir- 
cumstances and  to  the  existence  of  rail- 

roads, large  towns,  and  to  the  less  quiet 
life  of  the  people.  Crime  came  as  an 
incident  of  these  changed  conditions. 

January  20,  1877,  Clarence  S.  Hale 
as  the  result  of  an  altercation  killed 

Gerard  B.  Hamilton  with  a  moulder's 

ladle  in  Clark's  foundry  in  Jamestown. 
Hale  was  tried  at  the  following  Septem- 

ber Court  held  by  Charles  Daniels,  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  acquit- 
ted. E.  R.  Bootey  District  Attorney  as- 

sisted by  H.  C.  Kingsbury  appeared  for 
the  people,  Orsell  Cook  and  Lorenzo 
Morris  defended. 

In  the  summer  of  1877  occurred 

the  great  railroad  strike.  The  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  made 

a  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,  in  the  wages 
of  its  employees.  A  strike  followed  by 
the  Brotherhood  of  Engineers,  the  most 

intelligent  and  powerful  association  of 
the  kind  in  the  country.  The  sympathy 
of  the  public  in  favor  of  the  employees 
was  general.  Strikes  soon  followed  on 
many  other  railroads,  among  them  on 
the  New  York  Central.  Before  quiet 
was  restored,  one  hundred  persons  were 
killed  in  Pennsylvania,  and  ten  million 

dollars'  worth  of  property  destroyed. 
July  19,  nine  persons  were  killed  and 

many  wounded  in  Baltimore,  nineteen 

persons  were  killed  in  the  strike  at 

Chicago,  and  thirteen  at  Reading.  At 

one  time  six  thousand  miles  of  rail- 
road were  tied  up. 

In  July  the  strike  assumed  such  for- 
midable proportions  in  BufTalo,  that 

the  Militia  were  called  out.  The  Sew- 

ard Guards  of  Westfield,  or  Third  Sep:  - 
rate  Company,  under  Capt.  J.  H.  Towle 
were  summoned  to  Buffalo.  They  left 
for  that  city  on  the  Lake  Shore  road  on 

Tuesday,  July  27,  1877,  upon  a  wild- 
cat passenger  train,  consisting  of  a  mail 

and  baggage  car  and  two  coaches,  carry- 
ing forty  passengers,  and  the  Third 

Seward  Guards.  On  arriving  at  the 
railroad  bridge  over  BufYalo  Creek  the 

train  was  stopped  by  the  strikers,  who 

had  anticipated  their  arrival.  The  en- 
gine and  mail  car  were  detached  by  the 

mob  and  allowed  to  proceed  and  the 

other  cars  were  run  on  to  a  "Y".  The 
strikers  then  began  to  stone  the  car, 
and  tried  to  board  it.  The  Seward 

Guards  responded  with  a  volley  of  mus- 
ketry which  had  ugly  effect,  but  were 

compelled  to  leave  the  car  in  possession 
of  the  rioters.  Three  or  more  of  the 

rioters  were  wounded,  some  fatally. 

April  i6th,  1878,  the  first  subordin- 
ate Grange  in  the  world  was  organized 

at  Fredonia.  A.  S.  Moss,  H.  Stiles,  W. 

H.  Stevens,  U.  E.  Dodge,  L.  McKin- 

stry,  A.  P.  Pond,  D.  Fairbanks,  W.  Mc- 

Kinstry,  WiUiam  Risley,  M.  S.  Wood- 
ford were  present  at  its  first  meeting. 

U.  E.  Dodge  was  its  first  master. 

A  boat  race  had  long  been  adver- 
tised to  take  place  on  Chautauqua  Lake 

on  the  i6th  day  of  October,  1879,  be- 
tween Edward  Hanlon  of  Toronto,  and 

Charles  E.  Courtney,  the  two  most 
famous  oarsman  on  the  continent.  The 

interest  in  the  race  was  wide  spread. 

It  extended  throughout  the  United 

States.  On  the  day  appointed  a  crowd 

of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  country 

appeared  at  Mayville  where  the  race 
was  appointed  to  take  place.  The 
hotels  and  barrooms  were  filled,  and  a 

great  mass  of  people  surged  through 

the  streets,  and  along  the  docks  at  the 
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lake.  Besides  the  representatives  of 

many  leading  newspapers,  there  came 
a  swarm  of  pickpockets  and  riffrafif 
from  abroad  and  with  them  wheels  ot 

fortune,  sweat  boards,  roulette  tables, 

old  army  games,  and  every  swindle  and 

thimble  rigging  device  by  which  inno- 
cent humanity  could  be  fleeced.  Wheels 

of  fortune  made  their  seductive  revolu- 

tions, pickpockets  plied  their  trade  with 
success  and  with  impunity,  and  pool 

selling  went  on  with  great  energy,  uritil 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  was  said  to  be  in 
the  box.  Trains  and  boats  continued  to 

arrive  until  over  fifteen  thousand  people 
had  come.  And  yet  it  all  resulted  in  a 
fiasco.  Courtney  claimed  that  his  two 
boats  had  been  cut  in  two  without  his 

knowledge  and  that  he  was  therefore 
unable  to  row  the  race.  The  water  of 

the  lake  was  unruffled.  Hanlon  ap- 
peared at  the  appointed  time  and  rovvcd 

the  race  alone.  He  made  the  five  miles 

designated  as  the  distance,  in  thirty- 
three  minutes  fifty-six  and  one  quarter 
seconds.  This  was  said  to  be  the  best 
record  for  the  distance  ever  made. 
He  received  the  six  thousand 

dollars  stake  money.  Although  Court- 
ney seemed  to  have  failed  to  meet  ex- 

pectations on  this  occasion,  he  is  still 

recognized  as  one  of  the  most  accom- 
plished of  oarsmen.  For  many  years 

he  has  coached  the  Cornell  crew  at 

Ithaca  and  is  now  perhaps  the  best 

coach  of  a  boat's  crew  in  the  world. 
James  Crosby  aged  32,  in  the  year 

1879,  was  residing  upon  a  farm  in  the 

town  of  Ellington  situated  upon  a  high 

hill  three  miles  west  of  Conewango 
Station  and  one  and  a  half  miles  from 

Ellington  Village.  On  the  afternoon  of 

Wednesday  July  23,  of  that  vear,  he 

went  to  the  village  of  Ellington  and 

returned  to  his  home  about  ten  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  He  alleged  tha:  on  his 
return  in  the  evening  he  heard  a  whistle 
from  a  clump  of  trees  near  his  dwelling 

house,  but  thought  that  it  was  Wheeler 
his  brother-in-law  who  lived  across  the 

road ;  that  he  continued  on  his  way  and 
entered  his  house  where  he  was  at 

tacked  by  some  one  with  whom  he  had 

a  life  struggle.  That  he  clung  to  his 
assailant  who  rushed  out  of  the  house, 

but  was  shot  with  a  pistol  and  struck 

upon  the  head  by  a  heavy  blow  and 

left  stunned  upon  the  ground.  Whee- 
ler was  aroused  and  a  physician  sum- 

moned from  ElHngton.  His  wife  Emily 
was  found  strangled  to  death  in  her 
bed,  with  the  marks  of  the  hand  that  did 

it  on  her  neck.  Her  Httle  boy  aged  seven 

years  was  found  asleep  in  his  trundle 
bed  near  his  dead  mother.  A  great 

crowd  of  people  attended  the  funeral. 
Two  hundred  vehicles  were  in  line.  At 
first  strenuous  efforts  were  made  to  find 

the  perpetrator  with  no  trace.  At  last 
a  painful  suspicion  was  awakened,  that 
Crosby  had  killed  his  wife,  and  then 
inflicted  wounds  upon  himself.  He  was 
arrested  and  tried  at  the  January 
Court  in  1880.  Abner  Hazeltine,  the 

District  Attorney  assisted  by  E.  R. 

Bootey  and  A.  C.  Wade  conducted  the 
prosecution.  Walter  L.  Sessions,  John 
Baker  and  E.  L.  Bailey  appeared  for 

the  defense.  The  jury  after  being  out 
five  hours  found  a  verdict  of  not  guilty. 

February  15,  1880,  Charles  L.  Strat- 
ton,  a  native  of  Mississippi  and  a  resi- 

dent of  Poland,  in  an  altercation  with 

Elmer  Frank  near  Kennedy,  killed 

Frank  by  stabbing  him  to  the  heart  with 
a  knife  which  caused  his  immediate 

death.  Stratton  was  afterwards  tried 

for  the  crime.  Abner  Hazeltine  the 

District  Attorney  appeared  for  the 

people.  C.  D.  Murray  defended  Strat- 
ton, who  was  found  guilty  of  murder  in 

the  second  degree  and  sentenced  to 

imprisonment  for  life.  It  is  a  singular 
fact  that  the  father  of  Frank  had  some 

years  before  been  murdered  and 
that  the    wife  of    Stratton,  who  was 
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present  at  the  killing-  of  Frank,  was  the 
sister  of  Mrs.  Emily  Crosby,  alleged 
to  have  been  murdered  by  her  husband 
a  few  months  before  as  above  related. 

In  1880,  the  grounds  of  the  Cassa- 
daga  Lake  Free  Association  at  Lily 

Dale,  then  recently  purchased,  were  dedi- 
cated. The  celebrity  which  this  associa- 

tion has  since  acquired  justifies  an  ex- 

tended notice.  ''Lily  Dale"  is  the  name 
applied  to  these  grounds,  and  is  the 

place  where  the  spiritualistic  camp  meet- 
ings have  for  many  years  been  held. 

The  grounds  of  the  association  are  in 
the  town  of  Stockton,  and  are  situated 

on  a  tract  of  land  called  ''The  Island," 
which  was  once  actually  an  island.  The 
waters  which  surrounded  it  have  now 

diminished  to  four  little  lakes,  connected 

by  narrow  channels  usually  called  the 
Lower,  Middle,  Upper  and  Mud  Lakes. 

Lily  Dale  is  one  of  the  most,  if  not 
the  most  important  assembling  place 
in  the  United  States  of  those  who  be- 

lieve in  the  possibility  of  intercourse 
with  the  invisible  world.  The  large 

gatherings  here  of  people  each  sum- 
mer from  distant  places,  the  scenery 

and  fine  grounds,  the  singular  and  in- 
teresting program  of  entertainments, 

contribute  to  make  Lily  Dale  a  place 
of  unusual  interest.  There  are  many 

spiritualistic  camping  grounds  in  the 
United  States,  and  some  of  them  have 

had  a  longer  existence  than  Lily  Dale, 

but  none  have  a  more  legitimate  claim 

to  hold  the  leading  place.  In  its  im- 
mediate vicinity,  in  the  little  village 

of  Laona,  occurred  nearly  the  earliest 

movement  in  the  history  of  Spiritual- 
ism, to  which  Lily  Dale  owes  directly 

its  origin.  Spiritualism  dates  its  exis- 
tence in  the  modern  meaning  from  the 

month  of  March  in  the  year  1848,  when 

the  spirit  rappings  began  in  the  family 

of  John  B.  Fox  in  Hydeville,  Wayne 
county,  N.  Y. 

Before  the  "Rochester  Knockings," 

and  as  early  as  the  winter  of  1844-5,  Dr. 
Moran  had  lectured  to  the  people  of 

Laona  upon  the  subject  of  mesmerism 
and  animal  magnetism,  and  a  number  of 
citizens  of  the  place  had  continued  to 

give  their  attention  to  these  and  kind- 
red subjects  until  their  minds  had  be- 

come ripe  to  receive  the  then  new  ideas 

of  Spiritualism.  Among  those  were 
William  Johnson  and  Jeremiah  F.  Carter. 
Mr.  Carter  and  Mrs.  Calphurina  A. 
Ramsdell  became  wellknown  mesmeric 

"subjects,"  and  the  latter  a  "medium"be- 
fore  Spiritualism  was  known.  In  1850, 

two  years  after  "spirit  rappings"  began 
in  the  Fox  family,  Miss  Harriett  Melissa 
Dolittle  of  Laona,  could  produce  the 

spirit  raps,  was  controlled  to  write,  and 
would  enter  into  the  clairvoyant  trance. 
A  little  later  and  there  were  many  other 
mediums  and  believers  in  Spiritualism 

at  Laona,  and  it  became  a  strong- 
hold of  that  faith.  For  a  quarter  of  a 

century,  meetings  were  held  there  and 

undiminished  interest  taken  in  Spirit- 

ualism. The  "Laona  Free  Association," 
composed  of  free  thinkers  and  Spirit- 

ualists was  organized  soon  after  1850, 
and  the  church  which  had  belonged  to 
the  Christian  denomination  purchased 

for  their  meetings,  which  they  made 

free  to  every  believer  without  restric- 
tion as  to  creed. 

Among  the  early  speakers  were  Wil- 
liam Denton,  who  lectured  upon  geo- 
logy, Andrew  Jackson  Davis,  Elizabeth 

Lowe  (Watson)  and  Cora  L.  V.  Scott 

(Richmond,)  then  in  their  youth,  Ly- 
man C.  Howe  and  others. 

The  SpirituaHsts  of  Laona  and  of  the 

country  round  about  began  to  hold  pic- 

nics at  Willard  Alden's  grove  upon  the 
Cassadaga  Lakes  adjacent  to  the  pre- 

sent grounds  over  thirty  years  ago,  and 

Sunday,  June  15,  1873,  Alden's  grove, 
(Lyman  C.  Howe  being  the  speaker,) 
was  dedicated  to  their  use.  Jeremiah  F.. 

Carter  was  the  first  to  suggest  the  hold- 
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ing  of  camp  meetings.  The  first  camp 

meeting  held  commenced  Tuesday  Sep- 
tember II,  1877,  and  closed  the  follow- 

ing Sunday.  The  average  attendance 
at  the  meetings  was  about  one  hundred, 

and  four  hundred  on  Sunday.  Lectures 
were  delivered  by  Mrs.  Watson,  Lyman 
C.  Howe  and  others.  Camp  meetings 
continued  to  be  held  until  1880.  In 

the  year  1879  an  association  was  organ- 
ized with  A.  S.  Cobb  as  president ;  O. 

G.  Chase,  vice  president,  Thomas  J. 
Skidmore,  treasurer,  and  Joe  W.  Rood, 

secretary,  and  a  purchase  made  from 
John  and  M.  Fisher  of  the  principal  part 

of  the  present  grounds,  which  were  im- 
mediately prepared  for  use.  The  new 

grounds  were  dedicated  on  the  15th 

of  June,  1880.  Mrs  E.  L.  Watson  de- 
livered the  address.  During  the  sum- 

mer a  two  story  hotel  was  erected  and 
the  first  cottage,  (the  Sage  cottage,) 
built.  This  was  soon  followed  by 
others. 

August  7th  the  hotel  was  opened, 
and  the  first  meeting  held,  which  was 

addressed  by  O.  P.  Kellog,  Mrs.  AmeHa 

H.  Colby  and  others.  The  new  organi- 

zation, named  by  Mrs.  Colby  the  ''Cas 

sadaga  Lake  Free  Association,"  thus 
organized  has  now  continued  with  great 

success  for  over  twenty-two  years. 
Thousands  of  people  annually  assemble 

there,  many  from  great  distances  and 

the  fame  of  Cassadaga  or  Lily  Dale  has 

spread  far  and  wide. 

Improvements  have  been  made  from 

time  to  time  upon  the  grounds  and  sur- 
roundings of  Lily  Dale,  and  they 

become  each  year  more  and  more  at- 
tractive. Eighteen  acres  were  added  to 

the  grounds  about  1887,  and  Lily  Dale 
was  set  off  as  a  new  school  district.  In 

1 891  there  were  one  hundred  twenty- 
five  cottages,  the  association  property 

was  valued  at  thirty-two  thousand  dol- 
lars and  the  entire  property  of  the  camp 

at  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  In 

1893,  the  number  of  cottages  had  in- 
creased to  two  hundred  fifteen,  and 

some  forty  or  more  families  were  mak- 

ing it  their  permanent  home  through 
the  year.  It  had  a  physician,  water- 

works, electric  lights,  and  all  the  con- 
veniences of  a  modern  town. 

Belle  Cole  and  other  fine  singers 

have  delighted  large  audiences  gathered 
in  the  auditorium.  Among  the  many 
speakers  of  note  besides  those  that  are 

not  here  otherwise  mentioned,  the  fol- 

lowing have  occupied  the  platform  :  A. 
B.  French,  Hon.  Warren  Chase,  Mrs. 
Cora  L.  V.  Richmond,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Lillie, 

C.  P.  Kellog,  Hudson  Tuttle,  Prof.  Brad 

ford,  Samuel  Watson,  Miss  Jennie  B. 

Hagan,  George  W.  Taylor,  Hon.  A.  B. 

Richmond,  Hon.  Sidney  Dean,  Ex-Gov. 

John  B.  St.  John,  and  Mrs.  Clara  Wat- 
son, the  latter  a  resident  of  the  county, 

and  an  able  and  conscientious  speaker 
whose  services  are  much  in  demand  on 
funeral  occasions.  Mrs.  Clara  Watson 

of  Jamestown,  Lyman  C.  Howe  of  Fre- 
donia,  and  Mrs.  Carrie  E.  S.  Twing,  all 
residents  of  Chautauqua  county  are 

among  the  ablest  of  their  speakers. 
In  the  season  of  1902,  among  other 

distinguished  speakers  from  abroad 
were  Miss  Susan  B.  Anthony  and  Anna 

Shaw.  Sixty  families  were  domiciled 
on  the  ground  during  the  year,  thirty 

remaining  through  the  winter  months. 

Hon.  A.  Gaston  who  has  been  presi- 
dent of  the  association  for  the  last 

twenty  years  has  recently  resigned,  and 
Mrs.  Abby  Pettingill  in  August,  1902, 

purchased  a  controlling  interest  in  the 
association.  Lily  Dale  is  hereafter  to 

be  known  as  the  "City  of  Light  Assem- 

bly." 

He  who  has  attended  during  the  an- 
nual meetings  of  the  association  at  Lily 

Dale,  whatever  views  he  may  entertain 

respecting  the  opinions  there  expressed 

cannot  but  be  impressed  with  the  sin- 
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cerity  and  ability  with  which  the  speak- 
ers maintain  their  faith. 

This  year,  (1880,)  many  fine  structures 
were  erected  in  Jamestown,  among 
them  the  Sherman  House  at  a  cost  of 

one  hundred  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  the  Jamestown  Cotton  mills  and 

the  Gokey  block.    Over  three  hundred 

In  1 82 1,  it  was  introduced  into  a  few 

of  the  public  places  in  Fredonia,  among 

them  the  hotel  which  it  finely  illumin- 
ated, when  LaFavette  visited  the  place 

in  1825.  The  gas  was  obtained  from 

a  spring  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Canadawa,  at  the  bridge  crossing  that 
stream  on  Main  Street.   The  light  house 

twenty-five  thousand  dollars  were  ex- 
pended during  the  year  in  buildings  in 

Jamestown. 

February  19,  1880,  Dunkirk  was  in- 
corporated the  first  city  in  the  county, 

John  Beggs  was  then  president  of  the 
village,  and  held  his  office  until  March 

of  that  3^ear,  when  Horatio  G.  Brooks 
was  elected  its  first  mayor. 

In  1882,  The  New  York  Chicago  and 
St.  Louis,  and  the  Western  New  York 

and  Pennsylvania  railroads  were  built 
through  Dunkirk,  and  the  station 
erected  near  Central  Avenue  on  the 

south  side  of  the  city. 

The  first  use  of  natural  gas  for  illum- 
inating purposes  in  the  United  vStates 

was  made  in  Chautauqua  county.  From 
the  shales  of  the  Portage  group  of  rocks 
along  the  beds  of  several  streams,  and 

at  various  places  in  Lake  Erie,  carbu- 
retted  hydrogen  issued  in  great  quanti- 

ties. This  gas  burned  with  a  white 
flame  tinged  with  yellow  above,  and 
blue  where  it  escaped  from  the  burner. 

DALE 

erected  at  Barcelona  about  1828,  was 

lighted  by  this  gas  brought  from  a  gas 

spring  in  its  vicinity,  mentioned  in  an 

early  survey.  After  the  light  house  was 
discontinued,  Westfield  v/as  supplied 

from  the  same  spring.  In  1848  the  Fre- 

donia Gas  Light  Company  was  organ- 
ized. In  1858  Preston  Barmore  sunk  a 

well  and  procured  a  much  greater  supply. 
Alvah  Colburn  afterwards  sunk  another 

well.  The  gas  from  this  and  the  Barmore 
well  proved  sufficient,  and  for  many 

years  lig'hted  the  village.  At  length 
manufactured  gas  was  used  for  illum- 

inating purposes,  first,  in  Jamesown  in 
t86i,  and  in  Dunkirk  in  November  1867. 

In  February  1885  the  electric  light  sys- 
tem was  put  in  operation  in  the  city  of 

Jamestown,  and  was  for  the  first  time 
used  in  the  county.  In  September  of 

the  same  year  natural  gas  from  the 

wells  in  Pennsylvania  was  first  employ- 

ed to  light  the  city  of  Jamestown.  Sep- 
tember 27th,  1888,  electric  lights  were 



AGRICULTURAL  PERIOD  CONCLUDED 

27S 

first  used  in  the  city  of  Dunkirk. 

In  the  afternoon  of  August  25th  1885, 

Ex-Gov.  Fenton  died  suddenly  while 

sitting  in  the  directors'  room  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Jamestown  at- 

tending to  his  business  duties.  Bus- 
iness was  suspended,  Jamestown  draped 

in  mourning,  and  his  funeral  universal- 
ly attended  by  the  citizens.  Besides  the 

''Fenton  Guards"  who  acted  as  a  Guard 
of  Honor,  the  members  of  the  grand 

army  post,  the  pubHc  officials  of  James- 
town, many  citizens  from  abroad  were 

present,  among  them  Hon.  Galusha  A. 

Grow,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  most  inti- 
mate friend  of  Governor  Fenton,  also 

David  B.  Hill  then  Governor  of  the  State 

of  New  York  and  his  staff.  Mr.  Fen- 
ton was  buried  in  Lake  View  cemetery, 

Jamestown.  At  the  time  of  his  decease 

he  was  little  over  sixty-six  years  of 
age. 
We  have  on  a  previous  page  given 

some  account  of  the  life  of  Gov.  Fenton, 

and  many  times  have  we  had  occasion 
to  refer  to  his  connection  with  events 

in  the  history  of  the  county.  His  high 

official  honors  give  him  rank  as  its  most 

distinguished  citizen.  For  seven  years 

he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Super- 

visors, three  years  of  which  he  was  cho- 
sen its  chairman,  ten  years  a  member 

of  Congress,  four  years  Governor  of 
the  Empire  state,  and  six  years  United 

States  Senator.  At  the  Republican  Na- 
tional Convention  held  in  1868,  he  stocd 

second  on  the  final  ballot  for  candi- 

date of  that  party  for  Vice  President, 
which  resulted  in  the  nomination  of 

Schuyler  Colfax.  In  1878,  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  United  States  Commission 

accredited  as  members  of  the  Interna- 

tional Monetary  Conference  at  Paris. 

Facts  that  concisely  tell  the  story  of 

his  active  and  prominent  public  ca- 
reer of  twenty  years. 

It  was  not  by  accident  that  these  dis- 
tinctions came  to  Mr.  Fenton.  They 

were  the  result  of  his  own  efforts  and 
abilities.  He  was  the  architect  of  his 

own  fortunes.  Although  a  polished  and 

easy  speaker  he  was  not  a  strong  one. 
His  mental  organization  and  habits  were 
not  such  as  to  make  him  distinguished 
as  a  debator  or  orator  or  perhaps  as 

a  strong  and  deep  thinker.  He  had 
however,  peculiar  talents  of  his  own. 
He  was  a  man  of  action,  of  diligence,  of 
strong  common  sense  and  foresight.  He 
had  self  reliance  and  self  control.  His 

secretiveness  was  large,  he  could  keep 
his  own  counsels  in  an  eminent  degree, 

and  conceal  his  purpose  to  the  last  mo- 
ment. These  qualities  with  a  talent  to 

master  details,  and  a  power  of  classifi- 
cation, gave  him  executive  ability  of  the 

first  order,  and  made  him  eminent  as  an 

organizer  and  tactitian.  Senator  Depew 
has  said  that  he  ranked  as  the  best 

political  organizer  in  the  state  after 

Martin  Van  Buren.  His  peculiar  abili- 
ties would  have  made  him  successful 

under  adverse  circumstances  in  what- 
ever field  of  action  he  might  choose, 

particularly  in  business  or  politics. 
Governor  Fenton  never  lost  sight  of 

his  own  interests.  He  sought  his  own 

preferment.  He  watched  the  drift  of  pub- 
lic opinion  and  courted  the  favor  of  his 

fellow  citizens.  To  secure  it  he  assidu- 

ously cultivated  all  the  arts  of  man- 
ner and  speech.  He  had  a  good  physique 

was  tall  and  fine  looking.  He  dressed 
with  faultless  taste,  was  affable  and 

polite  to  a  remarkable  degree.  He  never 
failed  on  any  occasion  to  be  courteous 

and  gracious  toward  friend  and  foe, 
even  to  the  extent  of  being  sometimes 

regarded  as  insincere.  His  accomplish- 
ments in  these  respects  were  remark- 
able. They  distinguished  him  among 

the  most  cultivated.  He  was  regarded 

as  the  most  polished  man  of  his  day  in 

the  House  of  Representatives.  Refine- 
ment and  elegance  have  never  been  re- 

garded as  among  the  products  of  an 

humble  birth,  but  as  among  the  few  vir- 
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tiies  that  exclusively  belong  to  the  aris- 
tocratic and  well  born.  Yet  Mr.  Fen- 

ton,  born  in  the  backwoods  in  a  log 
cabin,  reared  in  the  society  of  rough 
lumbermen  and  raftsmen,  had  graces  of 

speech  and  polish  of  manner  that  a 

courtier  might  envy.  And  yet  Mr.  Fen- 
ton  was  not  an  aristocrat.  Not  only 

his  early  associations  but  his  natural  in- 
stincts were  democratic.  The  veterans 

of  the  Civil  War  found  in  him  a  friend. 

As  a  leader  he  was  neither  arbitaray  nor 

vindictive,  but  politic  and  conciliatory. 

ADOLPHUS  FLETCHEK. 

artful  and  persistent  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  purpose.  He  was  to  the  manor 
born.  He  belonged  exclusively  to 

Chautauqua  County,  for  there  he  resided 

all  his  life.  He  was  a  remarkable  per- 
sonage and  his  talent  would  have  made 

him  distinguished  among  any  people, 
and  in  any  circumstances. 

January  1886  the  Swedish  Orphan- 
age was  dedicated. 

January  29th  of  the  same  year,  John 
A.  Hall  died  in  Jamestown.  He  was 
at  the  time  of  his  decease  the  editor  of 

the  Jamestown  Journal.  That  paper  was 

not  only  the  leading  but  next  to  the 

Fredonia  Censor,  the  oldest  in  the 

county.  It  was  established  in  1826  by 

Adolphus  Fletcher.  During  the  three 

quarters  of  a  century  which  has  elapsed 
since  then,  it  has  been  the  greater  part 

of  the  time,  the  most  influential  news- 
paper in  the  county.  It  has  been  edited 

by  some  of  the  most  accomplished  politi- 
cal newspaper  writers  in  Western  New 

York.  Its  editors  have  been  Adolphus 

Fletcher,  Abner  Hazeltine,  J.  Warren 

Fletcher,  Frank  W.  Palmer — who  af- 
terwards held  high  official  and  editorial 

positions,  during  President  Harrison's 
term,  among  them  National  public 

printer, — C.  D.  Sackett,  Coleman  E.  Bis- 
hop a  well  known  and  trenchant  politi- 
cal writer,  Davis  H.  Wait,  afterward 

Governor  of  Colorado  and  John  A.  Hall 

who  bought  the  paper  in  1876.  Mr. 
Hall  built  new  buildings,  improved  the 

paper,  enlarged  its  business,  and  ab- 
sorbed other  competing  papers.  Mr. 

Hall  ably  edited  the  paper  until  his 
death.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Frederick  P.  Hall  in  its  management. 

After  the  death  of  John  A.  Hall  the 

''Journal  Printing  Co."  was  formed,  and 
the  Jamestown  Journal  is  now  the 

largest  newspaper  establishment  in  the 

county  with  Frederick  P.  Hall,  presi- 

dent and  general  manager,  E.  A.  Brad- 
shaw,  vice  president  and  editorial  writer, 
F.  W.  Hyde,  secretary  and  managing 

editor,  and  J.  A.  Clary  city  editor. 

March  31,  1886  Jamestown  was  incor- 
porated the  second  city  of  the  county, 

and  Oscar  F.  Price  elected  as  its  first 

mayor.  On  the  22d  of  May  of  that 

year,  the  Jamestown  Bar  Association 

was  organized.  In  October  the  James- 
town Business  College,  fhe  first  and  only 

institution  of  the  kind  in  the  county, 

was  organized  by  E.  J.  Coburn.  H.  E. 
V.  Porter,  now  its  principal,  took  charge 

of  the  practical  department,  and  Miss 
K.  A.  Lambert  was  engaged  for  the 

theory    department.     Shorthand  was 
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taught  under  the  direction  of  Charles 
M.  Brown. 

August  31,  1886,  a  slight  shock  ot  an 
earthquake  was  felt  throughout  the 

county,  causing  doors  to  slam,  chande- 
liers to  vibrate,  billiard  balls  to  move 

on  the  table,  and  in  one  or  more  in- 
stances the  bells  in  the  steeples  to 

slightly  ring. 
1 891  was  the  first  year  in  which 

electricity  was  used  as  a  motive  power 
in  Chautauqua  County.  June  19,  1884, 

the  road  of  the  "Jamestown  Street  Rail- 

way Company"  was  so  far  completed, 

JOHN  A.  HALL. 

that  the  first  car,  a  horse  car,  was  run 
from  the  Sherman  House  to  the  boat 

landing.  August  25,  of  the  year  before, 
the  company  had  been  organized  with 
John  T.  Wilson,  who  had  been  active  in 
its  organization,  and  afterwards  effective 
in  promoting  it,  as  its  president,  and  C. 
R.  Lockwood  secretary  and  attorney. 
New  articles  of  incorporation  were  filed 

October  13,  1883.  The  motive  power 
having  been  changed  to  electricity,  the 

first  electric  car  run  in  the  county  pas- 

sed over  its  road  on  Third  Street, 

Through  the  energy  of  Almet  N.  Broad- 
head,  who  for  many  years  has  been  its 
president,  has  its  success  as  an  electric 
road  been  due. 

Long  before  horse  cars  were  in  opera- 
tion in  Jamestown  they  had  been  in  use 

between  Fredonia  and  Dunkirk.  As 

early  as  September  1866  the  Dunkirk 

and  Fredonia  Railroad  had  been  organ- 
ized and  horse  cars  run  over  its  line  a 

distance  of  about  three  miles.  Thomas 

L.  Higgins  of  Fredonia  was  its  first 

president.  During  a  period  of  nearly 
eighteen  years  before  street  cars  were 
introduced  into  Jamestown  they  had 
been  all  of  the  time  extensively  in  use 

over  this  road  for  passenger  travel  be- 
tween Dunkirk  and  Fredonia.  In  1878, 

Milton  M.  Fenner  obtained  a  controlling 
interest  in  the  road  and  became  its 

president.  In  1880,  he  took  the  posi- 
tion of  secretary,  treasurer  and  man- 

ager. It  has  until  the  present  time, 

principally  through  his  enterprise  and 

management,  been  successfully  conduc- 
ted. It  afterward  acquired  an  electric 

light  and  power  plant,  a  steam  heating 
plant,  and  the  Fredonia  Natural  Gas 
Light  Company.  This  year,  (1891,) 
electricity  was  substituted  as  a  motive 

power  on  this  road.  The  first  electric 
cars  were  run  over  it  October  29,  1891, 
not  four  months  after  the  electric  cars 

were  first  used  in  Jamestown. 

December  ist  of  this  year  the  Pren- 

dergast  Free  Library  building  was  com- 
pleted and  the  first  purchase  of  books 

placed  on  its  shelves.  This  Hbrary  as- 
sociation was  incorporated  by  a  special 

act  of  the  Legislature  passed  January 

29,  1880. 
Besides  the  many  homicides  commit- 

ted in  the  county  during  the  last  period 

of  its  history  there  also  occured  an  un- 
usual number  of  painful  casualties,  of 

NOTE— An  interesting  and  complete  history  of  the  Jamestown  stieet  railway  is  given  by  C 

R.  Lockwood  in  the  History  of  Chautauqua  County  published  in  1894  by  William  A  Ferguson  & Co. 
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such  importance  as  to  require  a  record 
to  be  made  of  them.  September  15th, 

t886,  an  excursion  train  on  its  way  from 

Erie  to  Niagara  Falls,  over  the  Nickel 
Plate  R.  R.  collided  with  a  way  freight 

in  the  deep  cut  north  of  the  trestle  that 

spanned  the  creek  at  the  village  of  Sil- 

ver Creek,  the  baggage  cars  of  the  pas- 

senger train  teloscoped  with  the  smok- 
ing car.  Fourteen  people  were  killed 

or  died  from  injuries.  William  H.  Har- 
rison in  charge  of  the  excursion  train, 

and  Louis  Brewer  in  charge  of  its  loco- 
motive were  tried  for  manslaughter  at 

the  court  held  at  Mayville  the  succeed- 

ing May.  L.  F.  Stearns  the  District 

Attorney  represented  the  people,  and 

Jerome  B.  Fisher  the  prisoners.  The 
defendants  were  acquitted.  August  19, 

1887,  a  burglar  while  engaged  in  enter- 

ing the  house  of  A.  R.  Catlin  in  James- 
town was  shot  and  instantly  killed. 

In  November,  1887,  the  first  Political 

Equality  Club  was  formed  at  Mrs.  Dan- 

iel Griswold's  in  Jamestown.  Mrs.  D. 
H.  Grandin  was  elected  president,  Mrs. 

N.  R.  Thompson  secretary  and  Mrs. 
C.  W.  Scofield  treasurer.  The  first 

county  convention  of  Political  Equality 
ever  held  in  New  York  state  convened 

at  the  Opera  House  in  Jamestown  Octo- 
ber 31,  1888.  Mrs.  Martha  T.  Hender- 
son was  chosen  its  first  president,  Mrs- 

Kate  S.  Thompson  and  Mrs.  Annie  C. 
Shaw  secretaries,  and  Mrs.  Lois  M. 
Lott  treasurer. 

In  the  city  of  Jamestown  on  the  4th 

of  July  t888,  LeRoy  Bogardus  was 
murdered  in  broad  daylight,  in  an  alley 

on  the  Brooklyn  side  of  the  Chadakoin, 

and  but  a  few  steps  from  Main  Street 

and  Brooklyn  Square,  while  the  streets 

and  square  were  filled  with  more  than 

the  usual  number  of  people.  His  head 

was  crushed  by  the  blows  of  some  hard 

instrument.  Bogardus  had  represented 

that  he  was  in  possession  of  a  large  sum 

of  money.    During  the  greater  part  of 
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the  day  he  was  in  company  with  George 
W.  Foster,  who  was  seen  to  have  in  his 

pocket  a  car  coupling  pin.  Foster  was 
also  seen  escaping  from  the  alley  soon 
after  the  murder  was  committed.  He 

was  indicted  and  tried  before  Judge 
Loren  Lewis  at  Mayville.  Lester  F. 

Stearns,  District  Attorney,  and  Arthur 

C.  Wade,  appeared  for  the  people,  Ver- 
non E.  Peckham  and  E.  L.  Bootey  for 

the  prisoner.  Mr.  Stearns  summed  up 
the  case  for  the  people  and  Bootey  for 

the  prisoner.  The  jury  after  being  out 

twenty-seven  hours  announced  a  verdict 

of  guilty  of  murder  in  the  second  de- 
gree. The  prisoner  was  sentenced  to 

imprisonment  for  life.  Judge  Lewis  in 

his  remarks  to  the  prisoner  when  sen- 
tencing him,  said  he  owed  his  life  to  the 

ability  of  the  attorneys  who  defended 
him. 

In  1888,  the  Chautauqua  Lake  Rail- 
road was  completed  along  the  Eastern 

shore  of  Chautauqua  Lake  from  James- 
town to  Mayville.  It  is  21.17  miles  in 

length  and  cost  one  million  eighty  thou- 
sand dollars.  In  1890  the  Gratiot  of 

Dunkirk  afterwards  one  of  the  leading 

hotels  of  the  county  was  completed. 
Now  business  throughout  the  county 

and  country  was  dull.  The  value  of 
farming  products  had  for  many  years 
been  falling,  and  farming  had  ceased  to 
be  as  profitable  a  vocation  as  it  once 
had  been.  Hard  times  had  laid  a  heavy 

hand  upon  the  people,  and  as  one  of  the 
results  there  were  many  abandoned 
farms  in  the  county,  that  had  before 

produced  good  incomes  to  their  owners. 
In  the  town  of  Charlotte  alone,  there 
were  fifteen  deserted  farms,  each  of 

which  had  once  kept  from  eight  to 

twenty-five  dairy  cows,  and  that  town 
sufYered  no  more  in  this  respect  than 
other  towns  in  the  county. 

In  March  1890,  at  Fredonia,  Koso- 
Hna  Boscellere  killed  his  father-in-law 
Salvator  Latona.  Both  were  Italians. 

Boscellere    was    discharged    on  the 
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grounds  that  the  killing  was  in  self  de- 
fence. 

In  August  1892,  Patrick  Dowd  a  post- 
office  robber,  resident  of  Dunkirk,  in  a 

fit  of  jealousy  and  anger  over  some  wo- 
man whom  he  had  been  dining,  shot 

and  instantly  killed  George  Haas  of 
Jamestown,  at  the  Hotel  Sherwin  in 
Fluvanna,  and  immediately  afterwards 

shot  four  bullets  into  his  own  body,  dy- 
ing instantly. 

August  19,  1892  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  night,  the  Fenton  Guards  were  or- 

dered to  Buffalo  on  account  of  the 

strike  by  the  switchmen  of  the  Erie, 

October  12,  1892  the  Fenton  Metallic 
works  burned. 

August  2,  Allen's  Opera  House  in 
Jamestown  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

December  15,  1893  a  frightful  rail- 
road disaster  occurred  on  the  W.  N.  Y. 

&  P.  R.  R.  at  Herrick's  creek  two  miles 
east  of  Dunkirk.  The  rain  and  melt- 

ing snow  had  raised  the  water  in  the 
creek  so  that  it  undermined  the  base  of 

the  railroad  track  over  it,  and  the  sup- 
porting bank  on  the  Dunkirk  side  of  the 

creek,  so  that  when  the  West  bound 

Ma}'ville  accommodation,  which  left  Buf- 
falo at  5  :20  P.  M.  reached  the  bridge 

FENTON  GC7ARDS  GUAKDINU  TRAIN  AT  BUFFALO  189; 

Leigh  Valley  and  Buffalo  Creek  rail- 
roads. A  long  blast  from  the  whistles 

of  the  Broadhead  and  Fenton  Metallic 

works,  was  the  signal  for  their  assembl- 
ing. Two  hours  later  they  were  on  the 

march  for  the  Erie  depot,  with  Capt. 
Fred  W.  Hyde,  Lieutenant  Daniel  H. 

Post  and  Frank  A.  Johnson  in  com- 

mand. At  5  -.40  A,  M.  they  arrived  at 
Buffalo.  Over  eighty  men  finally  re- 

ported there  for  duty.  The  strike  hav- 
ing come  to  an  end  without  violence, 

the  Fenton  Guards  returned  to  James- 
town after  an  absence  of  twelve  days. 

it  gave  way.  The  baggage  car,  smoker 
and  day  coach  were  precipitated  into  a 

gorge  twenty-five  feet  below.  Five  per- 
sons were  killed  and  six  more  or  less 

injured.  Of  the  killed  four  were  resi- 
dents of  Chautauqua  county.  Jesse 

Hodge  the  conductor  of  Brocton,  Oscar 

Porter  and  his  mother,  Mrs.  J.  N.  Por- 
ter both  of  Brocton  and  George  Wyman 

of  Fredonia. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  October  15, 

1893,  the  propeller  Dean  Richmond, 

Capt.  G.  W.  Stoddard  of  Toledo,  found- 
ered off  Van  Buren  in  a  terrific  gale 

on  Lake  Erie.     No  one  of  those  on 
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board  survived  to  tell  the  story  of  the 

catastrophe.  At  midnight  the  continu- 
ous whistle  of  the  steamer  told  of  its 

distress.  It  was  heard  in  that  wild  night 
from  the  shore  and  that  is  all  we  know 

of  the  fearful  fate  that  befell  its  doomed 

crew.  No  assistance  could  be  given. 
The  next  morning  the  beach  between 
Van  Buren  and  Dunkirk  was  strewn 

with  the  wreck  and  cargo  of  flour.  The 
dead  bodies  were  found  as  far  down  as 

Silver  Creek,  and  were  taken  to  the 

morgue  at  Dunkirk.  Eighteen  lives 
were  lost.  Where  the  boat  is  supposed 
to  have  been  wrecked  was  a  dangerous 
reef.  At  this  bit  of  Chautauqua  coast 

as  many  tales  of  disaster  can  be  told  as 
on  any  like  strip  of  dangerous  coast 
along  the  ocean  shore.  There  it  was 
that  the  Passaic  met  her  fate  two  years 
before.  There  the  Golden  Fleece  was 

firmly  bedded  in  the  rocks,  and  there 
the  passenger  steamer  Oswego  went 

fast,  and  the  lives  of  those  who  at- 
tempted to  go  ashore  were  lost. 

The  year  1893,  is  memorable  in  Chau- 
tauqua county  history  for  the  financial 

distress  of  all  classes  of  people.  Dur- 
ing this  year  besides  banks  and  bankers, 

occurred  many  other  failures  in  the 

county  among  business  men.  Seven 

per  cent  of  those  doing  business  be- 
came insolvent. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  was  held  on  the  6th  of 

June,  of  this  year,  at  Mayville  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  question  of 
an  increase  in  the  appropriation  for  the 

enlargement  of  the  County  Clerk's  ofhce 
A  motion  was  there  made  to  appropri- 

ate two  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to 

the  three  thousand  dollars  that  had  be- 

fore been  appropriated  for  that  pur- 
pose. But  upon  the  suggestion  that  the 

city  of  Jamestown  would  make  propo- 
sitions for  erecting  county  buildings 

providing  the  county  seat  was  changed 
to  that  city,  the  motion  was  laid  upon 
the  table  and  another  motion  was  made 

to  defer  expending  the  three  thousand 
dollars  already  appropriated,  and  that  a 
special  meeting  of  the  Board  be  called 

for  August  8,  1893,  to  vote  upon  the 
question  of  the  county  seat. 

Attempts  to  change  the  county  seat, 

and  projects  to  divide  the  county,  com- 
menced with  its  organization,  and  were 

continued  at  intervals  to  the  time  of 

this  special  meeting.  As  this  was  the 
last  effort  of  the  kind  it  will  be  proper 

here  to  give  an  account  of  the  various 
attempts  that  have  before  been  made. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  organiz- 
ing the  county  in  1808,  provided  for  the 

appointment  of  three  commissioners  to 

locate  the  sites  of  its  county  build- 
ings. The  people  of  Canadaway,  (now 

Fredonia)  at  that  time  the  most  thriv- 
ing settlement  in  the  county,  cleared  a 

half  acre  of  land  at  the  east  end  of  the 

common,  which  was  situated  on  the 

west  side  of  the  creek,  intending  it  as 
the  site  of  the  county  buildings.  To 

their  great  disgust  the  commissioners 
when  on  their  way  to  locate  the  county 

seat,  did  not  even  stop  to  look  at  the 

place,  but  passed  right  on  and  estab- 
lished the  county  seat  in  the  woods 

where  now  is  Mayville,  and  erected  there 

"a  large  hemlock  post"  to  mark  the 
spot.  To  this  act  of  the  commissioners 

there  came  a  protest,  which  was  renew- 
ed from  time  to  time  with  more  or  less 

emphasis. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Su- 

pervisors was  held  at  John  Scott's  log 
tavern  in  Mayville  in  181 1.  The  Board 
consisted  of  two  members,  William 

Prendergast  wdio  represented  the  town 
of  Chautauqua,  and  Philo  Orton  the 

town  of  Pomfret.  The  very  first  busi- 
ness attempted  after  the  organization  of 

the  Board,  and  the  election  of  certain 

officers,  was  to  raise  money  to  build  a 
court  house  and  jail.  Supervisor  Orton 
representing  his  Pomfret  constituents, 
who  were  not  favorable  to  raising  money 

to  erect  public  buildings  on  a  rival  site 
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remembering  also  the  brusque  treatment 
of  the  commissioners  when  they  went 
to  locate  the  county  seat  at  Mayville, 

voted  "no."  Repeated  ef¥orts  on  the 
part  of  Supervisor  Prendergast  failed 

to  secure  a  majority  in  favor  of  this  es- 
sential measure,  and  the  hopes  of  the 

young  county  seemed  for  awhile  extin- 
guished. But  Mr.  Prendergast  with  the 

tact  and  astuteness  that  seems  from  the 

beginning  to  have  distinguished  Chau- 
tauqua county  legislators,  temporarily 

suspended  his  ef¥orts,  shrewdly  abiding 
his  time.  Finally  when  Mr.  Orton 
moved  the  Board  to  raise  money,  for 
expenditures  that  had  been  made  for 
the  benefit  of  the  town  of  Pomfret,  Mr. 

Prendergast  refused  to  concur.  The 
wheels  of  the  infant  government  now 
ceased  to  revolve,  and  everything  came 
to  a  dead  stand  still.  After  gravely 
deliberating  on  the  serious  aspect  that 

af¥airs  were  taking,  the  board  unani- 
mously came  to  an  agreement  to  raise 

money  for  the  court  house  and  jail,  and 
also  to  pay  the  town  taxes,  and  the 
clouds  that  had  for  a  time  darkened  the 

prospects  of  our  rising  young  county 
drifted  away. 

In  1812  three  new  towns,  EUicott, 

Hanover  and  Gerry  were  erected  out  of 

the  town  of  Pomfret,  through  the  influ- 
ence of  Zattu  Gushing  and  other  citi- 

zens of  Ganadaway,  it  was  said  in  order 
to  secure  sufiBicient  strength  in  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  to  remove  the 
county  seat  to  that  place. 

Efforts  were  made  as  early  as  183 1  to 
accomplish  a  division  of  the  county.  In 

1843  ̂   more  serious  attempt  was  be- 
gun by  citizens  living  in  the  North  East- 
ern towns  of  Ghautauqua,  joined  with 

citizens  of  Erie  and  Gattaraugus  to  form 
a  new  county  to  be  called  Schuyler. 
Delegated  conventions  were  held  in 
each  of  the  counties,  and  the  legislature 

appealed  to.  Oliver  Lee  then  a  very 
influential  citizen  of  Western  New 

York,  the  Buffalo  Gourier,  and  Demo- 

crats in  Buffalo,  favored  it  with  a  view 

it  is  said  of  forming  a  Democratic 

county.  A  county  convention  was  held 

in  opposition,  and  the  scheme  termina- 
ted without  success. 

In  1844,  so  strong  was  the  agitation 
for  a  division,  that  Jan.  25  of  that  year 
a  mass  meeting  was  held  in  the  Gourt 
House  in  opposition,  with  Judge  J.  M. 
Edson  of  Sinclairville  president  and 

many  vice  presidents.  A  memorial  to 

the  legislature  was  drafted  and  a  vigi- 
lance committee  appointed  to  thwart  it 

in  every  town.  The  project  again 
failed. 

In  1846  the  attempt  was  renewed, 

February  11,  1846,  a  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Gourt  House  to  remonstrate 

against  all  projects  for  a  dismember- 
ment of  the  county.  Gen.  Leverett 

Barker  of  Fredonia,  chairman.  Nearly 

all  the  towns  of  the  county  were  repre- 
sented. This  movement  to  effect  a  divi- 

sion terminated  like  the  others  with- 
out success. 

In  1852,  the  New  York  and  Erie 
Railroad  was  completed,  the  Lake  Shore 
was  in  process  of  construction,  and  the 
Atlantic  and  Great  Western  in  contem- 

plation. The  consummation  of  these  en- 
terprises, it  was  seen  would  secure  rail- 

road communication  with  all  the  princi- 

pal parts  of  the  county  excepting  May- 
ville.  The  difificulty  of  access  to  the 

county  seat  soon  lead  to  many  schemes 
for  a  division.  One  project  was  to  erect 

a  new  county  from  Ghautauqua,  Gat- 
taragus  and  Erie,  with  the  county  seat 

at  Forestville ;  another  a  Ridge  divi- 

sion provided  for  a  county  seat  at  West- 
field  ;  while  a  fourth  plan  was  proposed 

to  divide  the  county  by  assembly  dis- 
tricts as  they  then  existed,  with  county 

seats  at  Mayville  and  Sinclairville.  A 
meeting  was  held  at  Westfield  with 

Judge  Thomas  B.  Gampbell  as  chair- 
man in  opposition  to  all  divisions. 

In  the  fall  of  1852,  dissatisfaction  with 
the  location  of  the  county  buildings  took 
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expression  in  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 
A  resolution  to  remove  them  to  Delanti 

in  the  town  of  Stockton  (continued 

that  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 

next  year  should  concur)  received  thir- 
teen votes  with  but  seven  against  it. 

It  was  lost  for  the  want  of  a  two-thirds 

vote,  required  by  law. 
A  final  and  strong  effort  was  made 

the  succeeding  year  to  divide  the 

county.  A  bill  passed  to  its  third  read- 
ing in  the  legislature  of  1853,  to  organ 

ize  the  towns  of  Brandt,  Collins,  and 

Evans  of  Erie  County ;  the  towns  of 

Dayton,  Leon,  Perrysburgh  and  Persia 
of  Cattaragus  county,  and  the  towns  of 

Arkwright,  Charlotte,  Cherry  Creek, 

Hanover,  Pomfret,  Sheridan,  and  V^il- 
lenova  of  Chautauqua  county  into  a 

new  county  to  be  called  Marshall.  Dur- 
ing the  winter  Ebenezer  A.  Lester,  Au- 

gustus E.  Allen  and  John  M.  Edson  and 
other  leading  citizens  went  to  Albany 

with  a  largely  signed  remonstrance  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  which  was  lost 
on  its  third  reading  by  a  large  majority. 
This  was  the  last  serious  effort  made  to 

divide  the  county.  The  building  of  the 
Cross  Cut  railroad  twelve  years  later, 

gave  better  facilities  for  reaching  May- 
ville,  which  have  been  still  further  im- 

proved. 
At  the  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of 

Supervisors  above  mentioned  appointed 
to  be  held  August  8th,  1893,  a  petition 

was  presented  asking  the  removal  of 
the  county  buildings  to  the  city  of 

Jamestown,  to  be  located  within  one- 
half  a  mile  from  the  intersection  of 

Main  and  Third  Streets.  A  petition 

was  also  presented  asking  the  removal 
of  the  county  buildings  to  the  city  of 
Dunkirk,  to  be  located  on  Central 
Avenue  on  a  plot  of  five  acres  of  land 
on  the  west  side  of  that  street  opposite 

the  dwelling  built  by  James  Gerrans 
then  owned  by  Andrew  Dotterweich.  A 

proposition  was  also  submitted  for  new 
county  buildings  in  Mayville  including 

the  offer  of  from  two  to  five  acres  near 
the  lake. 

The  Board  finally  passed  a  resolution 

to  remove  the  county  seat  from  May- 
ville to  the  city  of  Jamestown,  and  that 

the  question  of  such  a  removal  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  electors  of  the  county  at 

the  next  ensuing  general  election. 

The  vote  upon  the  subject  of  chang- 
ing the  site  of  the  county  buildings  to 

Jamestown  was  lost  at  the  election  by 

a  majority  of  four  hundred  twenty-five 
against  it,  six  thousand  six  hundred 

forty-five  votes  having  been  cast  in 
favor,  and  seven  thousand  seventy  in 

opposition. Whatever  efforts  may  be  made  to 

change  the  county  seat,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  people  of  the  county  will  never 
in  the  future  be  so  unwise  as  to  divide 

it.  Divided  it  would  lose  its  prestige 

and  importance,  and  the  parts  of  the 
sundered  county  would  at  once  take  the 

insignificant  place  beside  the  smaller 
counties  of  the  state. 

A  committee  appointed  by  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  in  the  fall  of  1883,  to 
examine  the  accounts  of  Orren  Sperry, 

then  county  treasurer,  reported  in 
November  of  that  year,  that  they  had 

performed  that  duty  with  great  care 
and  much  labor,  and  found  that  he  had 

received  in  1883,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred fifty-nine  thousand,  one  hundred 

ninty-one  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents 
and  had  expended  the  sum  of  one 

hundred  fifty-four  thousand,  eight 

hundred  twenty-one  dollars  and 

eighty-six  cents  leaving  in  his  hands 
four  thousand  three  hundred  seventy 

dollars  and  seven  cents.  Nothing  ap- 
peared in  this  report  to  indicate  but 

what  his  accounts  were  correct  and  in 

a  normal  state.  But  early  in  the  year 

1884,  vague  rumors  were  in  circulation 
that  he  had  lost  in  the  oil  country  by 

speculations,  and  had  drawn  out  and 

loaned  to  others,  large  sums  of  monev 
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belonging-  to  the  county,  and  in  May  of 
that  year  the  community  were  startled 
to  learn  that  Sperry  had  fled  from  the 
county  and  state,  to  parts  unknown. 

Nothing  so  serious  affecting  its  finan- 
ces, had  ever  before  happened  to  the 

county.  It  was  ultimately  found  that 
Sperry  was  a  defaulter  in  the  sum  of 

eighty-nine  thousand  five  hundred  six 
dollars  and  forty-seven  cents  of  which 

twenty-six  thousand  ninty-three  dollars 
and  eighty-five  cents  were  trust  funds 
and  sixty-three  thousand  four  hundred 

twelve  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents  were 
cash  arising  from  taxes.  No  sensation 

lasted  so  long,  or  so  universally  dis- 
turbed the  equanimity  of  the  people  of 

this  county.  Orren  Sperry's  defalcation 
was  long  remembered,  and  was  the 
familiar  theme  of  conversation  among 
the  farmers  and  taxpayers.  In  the 

counsels  and  conventions  of  the  Repub- 

lican party  of  which  Sperry  was  a  mem- 
ber his  malfeasance  was  a  disturbing 

element  for  many  years.  After  his  de- 
parture a  special  meeting  of  the  Board 

of  Supervisors  was  called  solely  to  con- 
sider the  matter.  At  an  adjourned 

special  meeting  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, who  investigated  the  books 

and  accounts.  Charges  were  then  made 
and  proceedings  were  instituted  against 

him  for  his  malversations  in  oflice,  re- 
sulting in  his  removal  by  Governor 

Cleveland.  A  reward  of  two  thousand 
dollars  was  offered  for  the  arrest  and 

conviction  of  Sperry.  Hon.  Porter  Shel- 
don and  Charles  D.  Murray  were  em- 

ployed as  counsel  for  the  county  in  the 

matter.  At  a  regular  meeting  of  the 

Board  of  Supervisors  held  in  the  fall 
of  1884,  measures  were  taken  for  a 

settlement  or  prosecution  of  suits 

against  the  bondsmen  of  Sperry,  and 

other  parties  indebted  to  the  county 

growing  out  of  his  defalcation.  Six  in- 
dictments were  found  against  him  at  the 

September    Court    of    1884,   but  the 

authorities  were  unable  to  find  him,  and 
he  went  without  arrest. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of 

Supervisors  held  in  May,  1885,  a  set- 
tlement was  effected  and  the  large 

claims  of  the  county  against  the  bonds- 
men of  Sperry  were  compromised  by 

accepting  the  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand 
dollars,  and  discharging  the  bondsmen 
from  further  liabilities.  After  leaving 

the  United  States,  Sperry  made  his  ap- 
pearance in  Mexico.  When  it  was 

learned  that  he  was  there,  measures 
were  taken  to  arrest  him,  but  he  in 

some  mysterious  way  found  it  out  and 

disappeared  from  that  country.  He  was 
next  heard  from  as  an  inhabitant  of 
Canada  ;  after  he  had  been  there  some 

time,  he  opened  correspondence  with 
some  of  his  friends  at  home,  and  some 
of  them  visited  him  there.  While  he 

was  in  Canada,  an  action  was  com- 
menced by  W.  L.  Sessions  and  C.  D. 

Murray  by  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  against  Wilson  ,  an  oil 
broker  of  Oil  City  to  recover  the  amount 

of  a  certificate  of  deposit  of  six  thou- 
sand dollars  which  had  been  assigned 

to  him  by  Sperry.  The  certificate  was 

payable  to  Sperry  as  treasurer  of  Chau- 
tauqua county.  This  is  was  claimed  was 

notice  to  Wilson  that  Sperry  was  using 

public  funds. 
The  attorneys  of  Sperry  recom- 

mended the  dismissal  of  the  indictment 

against  him,  that  he  might  feel  safe  to 
return  to  Chautauqua  county,  and  give 

his  testimony  as  a  witness  in  the  action. 
The  Board  of  Supervisors  with  a  few 

dissenting  voices  endorsed  the  recom- 
mendation, but  when  the  matter  came 

before  Justice  Green  of  the  Supreme 

Court,  he  declined  to  dismiss  the  indict- 
ment, stating  that  in  his  judgment  such 

a  course  would  be  opposed  to  good 

public  morals.  As  there  was  a  ques- 
tion as  to  the  responsibility  of  Wilson 

the  action  was  settled  by  the  payment 
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of  three  thousand  dolllars  by  Wilson's 
wife. 

June  1st,  1893,  Orren  Sperry  nine 

years  a  fugitive  from  justice,  after  vari- 
ous wanderings  in  foreign  lands  sudden- 

ly appeared  in  Chautauqua  county,  and 
voluntarily  surrendered  himself  to  the 
District  Attornev.  During  the  period  of 
self  banishment  his  criminal  conduct 

was  a  topic  of  general  conversation 
among  his  fellow  citizens,  and  when  he 
returned  he  found  his  name  dishonored 

and  a  byword.  His  career  forcibly  il- 
lustrates the  peril  that  threatens  one 

who  lightly  holds  his  duty,  and  betrays 
his  trust  as  guardian  of  the  public 

treasury.  It  also  illustrates  in  a  strik- 
ing manner  the  danger  of  recklessly 

indulging  in  the  speculative  instinct. 

During  the  twenty-five  years  following 
the  discovery  of  oil  in  Pennsylvania 

many  people  were  lured  there  to  their 
ruin.  The  oil  country  was  a  maelstrom 
into  which  was  swept  and  swallowed  up 
many  fortunes.  More  had  been  lost 
than  had  been  made  there. 

Sperry  previous  to  his  defalcation  had 

been  a  fairly  respectable  farmer,  resid- 
ing in  the  town  of  Chautauqua  near 

Hartfield,  of  sufficient  repute  as  to  en- 
able him  with  the  aid  of  some  political 

manipulation  to  secure  an  election  to 

the  office  of  treasurer  in  1875.  He  man- 

aged to  be  re-elected  in  1878,  and  1881. 
At  the  May  Court  held  in  1894 

Sperry  having  pleaded  guilty  to  the  in- 
dictment against  him,  was  sentenced  by 

Judge  Lambert  to  two  years'  imprison- ment at  Auburn.  When  he  delivered 

himself  up  to  the  authorities,  he  was  an 

old  man  about  sixty-eight  years  of  age, 
and  his  case  now  became  again  a  matter 
of  discussion  throughout  the  coimty, 
and  a  feeling  of  pity  took  the  place  of 
censure  among  many  of  the  people.  He 
had  suffered  banishment  from  the 

county  for  many  years,  and  it  was  be- 
lieved that  he  had  thus  suffered  suf- 

ficiently for  his  crime,  and  that  the  ends 

of  justice  were  satisfied,  and  that  the 

indictment  against  him  should  be  dis- 
missed. 

After  his  conviction  a  petition  was 
circulated  in  many  parts  of  the  county 
and  was  very  numerously  signed,  for 

Sperry's  pardon.  This  greatly  influ- 
enced Governor  Flower,  who  pardoned 

him  in  June  1894.  Many  believed 

Sperry  had  not  been  sufficiently  pun- 
ished ;  that  his  crime  had  been  too  lightly 

regarded.  The  Jamestown  Journal  pro- 
nounced his  pardon  to  be  a  travesty 

upon  justice.  The  pardon  was  also 
severely  condemned  by  the  Fredonia 
Censor,  and  the  Buffalo  Express. 

In  the  month  of  December  of  this 

year,  1894,  a  terrible  tragedy  occured 
in  the  town  of  Busti,  the  writer  would 

willingly  omit  it  from  this  history  did 
not  its  importance,  its  remarkable 

character,  and  great  notoriety  other- 
wise demand  it.  The  incidents  to  be 

told,  relate  to  two  tragedies  each  of  a 

most  frightful  character  singularly  con- 
nected with  each  other.  One  was  a  har- 

rowing accident,  and  the  other  a  fearful 
crime.  The  shocking  character  of  the 
circumstances  attending  them  made  so 
deep  an  impression,  at  the  time,  upon 

the  people  of  the  county  as  will  not  be 
effaced  from  their  memory  in  many  a 

year. 
Myron  Sherman  was  a  well  known 

farmer  and  resident  of  Busti.  He  was 

a  son  of  Daniel  Sherman,  former  sheriff 

of  the  county,  and  a  brother  of  Daniel 
Sherman  a  prominent  lawyer  and  citizen 
of  the  county,  then  serving  the  last 
month  of  his  term  as  its  surrogate.  On 
Friday  the  7th  day  of  December,  Myron 
Sherman  with  Mrs.  Myron  Sherman 
and  their  little  grandson,  while  driving 

across  the  railroad  track  between  Ash- 
ville  and  Lakewood,  were  struck  by  the 

fast  mail  train,  and  all  were  fatally  in- 
jured. The  little  grandchild  was  killec? 

instantly.  He  was  buried  the  next  Mon- 
day.   Mr.  Sherman  died  the  following 
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Wednesday.  Mrs.  Sherman  died  the 

Friday  after.  Their  burial  was  appoint- 
ed for  Saturday  afternoon  the  15th  day 

of  December.The  unusual  circumstances 
of  their  death  attracted  hundreds  of 

people  from  the  south  part  of  the  count}' 
to  their  funerals. 

Winslow  Sherman,  a  farmer  residing 
in  the  town  of  Busti  a  few  miles  from 

his  kinsman  Myron  Sherman,  his  wife 
Mrs.  Winslow  Sherman,  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Clinton  Davis  and  his  son  Byron 
Sherman  were  all  at  the  dwelling  house 
in  the  forenoon  of  the  day  of  the  funeral. 
Winslow  and  Byron  left  the  house  about 

two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  to  attend 
it.  About  two  hours  later  Byron  re- 

turned. On  his  way  he  stopped  at  his 

neighbor's  for  his  nephew  a  boy  of  thir- 
teen, the  son  of  Mrs.  Davis,  who  rode 

home  with  him.  On  their  arrival  at 

Winslow  Sherman's  dwelling  house, 
while  Byron  was  putting  up  the  horse 
the  boy  went  to  the  house,  and  there 
beheld  a  fearful  and  ghastly  sight ;  upon 
the  kitchen  floor  amidst  pools  of  blood, 
he  saw  the  dead  body  of  his  mother. 

On  the  blood  soaked  carpet  of  the  sit- 
ting room  his  grandmother  lay  dead. 

The  boy  was  sent  immediately  to  the 

village  of  Busti  not  far  away  to  tele- 
phone to  the  police  of  Jamestown  and 

the  alarm  was  spread. 
It  was  found  that  both  victims  were 

killed  with  an  ax  or  some  instrument 

with  a  sharp  edge.  Mrs  Davis  had  many 

cuts  upon  her  face,  but  a  blow  up  on  the 

back  of  her  head  evidently  caused  her 

death.  A  heavy  blow  upon  the  forehead 
caused  the  death  of  Mrs.  Sherman.  There 

were  many  cuts  however  upon  her  face. 

Every  room  in  the  house  seemed  to 

have  been  ransacked  by  the  murderer. 

The  bureau  drawers  were  pulled  out 

and  their  contents  scattered  upon  the 

floor.  There  was  two  hundred  fifty  dol- 
lars in  money  hidden  in  a  bureau  drawer 

on  the  second  floor,  but  it  was  not  dis- 

covered by  the  robber.  Foot  prints 
freshly  made  were  found  indicating  that 
the  murderer  had  entered  the  house 

through  the  wood  shed,  and  departed 
the  same  way,  no  other  clue  or  trace 
of  the  murderer  was  there  found. 

Between  daylight  and  dark  of  Sun- 
day, the  day  following,  three  thousand 

people  visited  the  Httle  brown  house 
where  the  two  gray  haired  women  lay 

dead.  The  only  facts  of  which  the  of- 
ficers of  the  law  could  satisfy  themselves 

were  that  the  motive  of  the  crime  was 

robbery,  that  it  was  committed  by  a 

single  person  and  that  person  a  man. 

The  fact  that  the  people  in  the  neigh- 
borhood were  almost  all  attending  the 

funeral  of  Myron  Sherman  partly  ac- 
counts for  the  absence  of  witnesses  from 

near  the  scene  of  the  crime.  Mrs.  Davis 

remained  in  order  to  care  for  her  mo- 
ther. 

Although  this  murder  was  commit- 
ted in  the  day  time,  in  a  dwelling  house, 

in  plain  view  of  other  inhabited  houses, 
but  a  few  miles  from  Jamestown  with 

a  police  force  and  public  authorities  very 
accessible  the  perpetrator  was  not 
found.  The  unusual  circumstances  con- 

nected with  it  spread  the  knowledge  of 
it  far  and  wide.  Search  was  continued 

for  several  years  to  find  the  murderer, 
arrests  were  made  from  time  to  time  of 

suspected  persons  without  satisfactory 
results.  The  atrocity  of  this  crime 

deeply  shocked  the  citizens  of  James- 
town, and  a  sense  of  insecurity  long  op- 

pressed the  people  who  had  isolated 
homes  in  its  vicinity. 

Although  many  vears  have  now  elap- 
sed since  the  commission  of  this  terrible 

crime  its  author  is  unknown.  Not  the 

least  trace  of  him  has  been  found,  and 
the  Sherman  murder  remains  a  mystery 
to  this  day. 

In  1895,  Lakeside  Assembly  was  es- 
tablished on  the  west  shore  of  Findleys 

Lake,  the  second  in  size  of  the  many 
beautiful  sheets  of  water  scattered  over 
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the  county.  The  Assembly  was  found- 
ed by  the  Rev.  C.  G.  Langdon  of  the 

United  Brethren  church.  He  was  the 

first  to  suggest  the  idea  of  a  place  of 
instruction,  recreation  and  rest  for  the 

poorer  people.  A  plot  of  ground  was 
secured  of  Mr.  J.  A.  Hill  on  the  west 
side  of  the  lake,  and  Mr.  Langdon  with 

his  own  hands  began  to  cut  the  under- 
brush, and  clear  away  the  logs  from  the 

first  acre  used.  He  in  connection  with 

Dr.  F.  E.  Lilly  who  lived  upon  the  lake 
laid  out  the  plot  into  lots,  and  procured 

a  large  tent  for  the  meetings,  the  first 
of  which  was  held  in  1895.    During  that 

now  president  of  the  Assembly.  Rev. 

C.  G.  Langdon  was  during  all  the  time 

its  secretary  and  manager  until  the  pre- 
sent year,  when  at  his  request  he  was 

succeeded  by  Volney  White  as  secre- 
tary and  J.  A.  Hill  as  manager,  and  Prof. 

Byron  King  as  program  manager. 
Chautauqua  County  in  1896,  was 

remarkable  for  its  mild  and  pleasant 

weather,  and  great  fruitfulness.  Scarcely 
a  frost  occurred  after  the  first  day  of 

A.pril.  On  the  first  of  June  the  landscape 
presented  an  unbroken  view  of  green 

grass,  abundant  foliage  and  bright  flow- 
ers. Birds  were  unusuallv  numerous  and 

season  several  small  buildings  were 
erected,  and  about  forty  lots  were  sold. 

The  society  was  incorporated,  and  meet- 
ings held  during  several  succeeding 

years  with  much  success.  The  moneys 

received  were  appropriated  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  grounds.  The  Lake- 

side Assembly  is  modeled  after  the 
Chautauqua  Institution  and  has  thus 
far  been  conducted  with  success  and 

with  benefit  to  those  who  have  enjoyed 
its  privileges. 

Dr.  F.  E.  Lilly  was  its  first  president, 
after  his  removal  to  California  he  was 

succeeded  by  Ebenezer  Skellie,  upon  his 
decease  J.  A.  Hill  was  chosen  and  is 

YS  LAK  K. 

vocal.  By  the  first  of  June,  field  straw- 
berries were  in  the  market ;  roses  in 

full  bloom,  the  grass  in  the  meadows 

thick  and  tall,  the  corn  rank  and  vigor- 
ous. The  summer  was  as  beautiful  as 

the  spring.  Thunderstorms  prevailed, 

purifying  the  air,  and  causing  a  dense 
growth  of  vegatation.  August  was  a 
delightful  month,  the  woods,  pastures 
and  meadows  were  as  green  as  in  June, 

but  of  a  deeper  shade.  Autumn  fulfilled 
the  promise  of  spring  and  summer. 
Never  was  there  such  a  crop  of  apples. 
The  orchards  were  so  loaded  with  fruit 

that  the  limbs  often  broke  and  many 

apples  were  spoiled.  Notwithstanding 
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the  apples  were  unusually  large  and 
perfect,  they  brought  little  or  nothing 

in  the  market.  Seventy-five  cents  a 
barrel  was  the  average  price  for  the 

best  apples,  the  seller  to  furnish  the  bar- 
rels. Cider  mills  were  overstocked 

while  running  at  full  blast.  There  was 

an  unusual  production  of  grapes.  By 
reason  of  the  over  production  the  crop 
was  unprofitable  to  the  producer. 

In  1897,  during  eight  days  in  July, 
the  thermometer  early  in  the  day  rose 
above  ninety  degrees andthere remained 

east  of  Sinclairville.  For  some  time  he 

had  l3cen  engaged  in  buying  farmers' 
produce  around  Sinclairville,  and  mar- 

keting it  at  Jamestown.  On  the  25th 

of  May  he  made  his  usual  trip  to  James- 
town, sold  his  produce  and  about  ten 

o'clock  in  the  evening  set  out  from 
Jamestown  to  return.  This  was  the  last 
seen  of  him  by  his  friends  alive.  About 

five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  26th, 
Edson  discovered  Lawson's  horse  com- 

ing toward  his  barn  without  a  driver. 
Examining  the  wagon  he  found  blood 

"WINTER  HOME  IN  CHAUTAUQUA  E  JlR 

until  late  in  the  afternoon.  Many  times 
it  reached  one  hundred  degrees  in  the 
warmest  part  of  the  day.  Seldom  in 
the  experience  of  a  lifetime  was  the 

weather  so  continuously  hot.  The  people 
were  forced  to  cease  business  on  ac- 

count of  the  heat  of  the  day. 
The  year  1897  seems  to  have  been 

a  year  of  tragedies.  A  foul  murder 
was  committed  in  Sinclairville  at  an 

early  hour  of  the  morning  of  the  26th 
of  May.  Axel  Lawson,  a  citizen  of 

Swedish  birth,  resided  with  Grant  Ed- 

son  a  farmer,  who  lived  on  the  Elling- 
ton road  about  two  and  one-half  miles 

LY  IN  'I.AST  PERIOD'  OF  ITS  HISTORY  " 

Splashes  on  the  dash  board  and  cross 
l)ar  which  excited  his  alarm.  Eearing 
some  accident,  Edson  started  in  search 

of  Lawson.  At  a  pleasant  but  secluded 

spot  just  beyond  the  outskirts  of  the 
village  of  Sinclairville,  but  within  its 

corporate  limits,  where  the  road  that 
leads  around  the  North  side  of  Cobb 

Hill,  curves  along  the  margin  of  a  little 
ravine,  and  is  there  partly  hidden  by 
the  foliage  of  scattered  bushes  and 

trees,  he  found  the  dead  body  of  Law- 
son.  His  head  lay  at  the  edge  of  the 

roadway.  The  grass  that  grew  near  was 
still  wet  and  sparkling  with  the  dew  of 



288 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

the  early  morning,  and  was  for  a  con- 
siderable space  sprinkled  with  blood. 

Lawson  lay  on  his  back  with  his  feet 

together  and  his  arms  by  his  side  as  if 

carefully  placed  in  that  position.  There 
were  ghastly  wounds  upon  his  head. 
One  of  his  pockets  was  turned  inside 
out  and  stained  with  blood.  Lying  near 
him  on  the  ground  were  a  nickel  and  a 

penny  which  had  slipped  from  the  mur- 

derer's fingers  while  he  was  rifling  the 
dead  man's  pockets.  An  alarm  was 
quickly  spread.  Coroner  Blood,  Dis- 

trict Attorney  Green  and  Sheriff  Gelm 
were  notified  and  quickly  came  to  the 
scene  of  the  tragedy.  The  officers  of 
the  law  and  the  people  acted  with 

promptness.  Royal  E.  Sheldon  the 

president  of  the  village  called  the  trus- 
tees together  and  a  reward  was  offered 

by  the  village  for  the  arrest  and  convic- 
tion of  the  murderer.  For  many  days 

the  search  was  continued,  one  clue  only 
was  obtained  as  to  the  perpetrator  of 
the  crime.  Tracks  were  traced  in  the 

dew  from  where  the  body  was  found, 
south  across  the  meadowland  to  the 

road  leading  over  Cobb  Hill.  One  foot 
print  remained  there  in  the  dust  as  if 
the  person  who  had  made  it  was  about 
to  cross  the  road,  but  as  this  track 

neither  continued  across  or  up  or  down, 
it  is  believed  that  the  person  who  made 

it,  at  this  point  stepped  into  some  car- 
riage awaiting  him.  Many  citizens  of 

the  village  living  along  the  highway 

west  of  this  place,  about  two  o'clock  in 
the  morning  heard  a  buggy  come  down 
Cobb  Hill  at  a  headlong  speed,  pass 
through  the  village  and  with  much 
noise,  cross  the  bridge  on  Railroad 
Avenue,  and  the  railroad  track  at  the 

station,  and  go  on  with  undiminished 

speed  along  the  road  toward  Cassadaga 

Creek.  Two  parties  saw  the  buggy 
with  two  occupants  from  their  bedroom 

windows  as  it  rapidly  passed  by.  Not- 

withstanding the  search  was  long  con- 

tined,  the  murderer  was  not  discovered, 

nor  was  the  buggy  or  its  occupants 
found,  like  the  Sherman  murder  of  a 

few  years  before.  The  crime  for  a  time 

remained  a  deep  mystery.  A  few  nights 

before  the  murder  a  burglary  was  com- 

mitted at  the  neighboring  village  of  De- 
lanti  by  a  desperate  character  who  was 
apprehended  and  tried  and  sent  to 

prison.  Not  long  afterwards  a  person 
who  was  known  to  the  people  in  that 
part  of  the  county,  and  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  the  burglar,  committed  suicide, 

led  it  is  believed  to  commit  the  act  by 
fear  of  remorse  at  having  in  some  way 
been  connected  with  the  murder  of  Law- 

son,  which  it  is  suspected  was  commit- 
ted by  the  desperado  that  committed 

the  burglary. 

Another  tragic  event  occured  on  Sat- 
urday November  27  of  this  year  at 

Jamestown.  Between  three  and  four 

o'clock  in  the  morning,  fire  was  dis- 
covered in  the  Atlantic  block  annex  at 

the  corner  of  First  Street  and  Me- 

chanic's alley.  The  fire  department  re- 
sponded promptly  and  the  flames  were 

soon  extinguished,  but  not  until  three 

persons  sleeping  in  the  building  were 
smothered  with  smoke  or  burned  to 
death  in  the  flames. 

A  few  days  later,  in  the  afternoon  of 

November  30th  a  homicide  occurred  in 

a  dingy  saloon  on  North  Portage  Street, 
in  the  village  of  Westfield  as  the  result 

of  a  quarrel  between  Judson  E.  Root 
the  proprietor,  and  William  Drake  who 

was  under  the  influence  of  Hquor.  Af- 
ter some  rough  scuffling  between  the 

parties,  Drake  sat  down  in  a  chair.  Root 
then  went  out  of  the  room,  returned 

with  a  gun  and  shot  Drake  as  he  sat  in 

his  chair,  killing  his  instantly. 

Nearly  one-half  a  million  of  dollars 

was  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the 
improvement  of  Dunkirk  Harbor 

through  the  influence  of  Hon.  Warren 

B.  Hooker  of  Fredonia,Memberof  Con- 
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gress  from  the  Chautauqua  and  Cat- 
taraugus Congressional  District  and 

Chairman  of  the  committee  on  Rivers 
and  Harbors.  Work  was  commenced 

in  earnest  on  the  harbor  early  in  August 
of  this  year. 

In  the  spring  an  important  improve- 
ment was  also  commenced  in  the  East- 

ern part  of  the  county,  by  which  it  was 

expected  that  twenty-five  thousand 
acres  of  practically  worthless  land  in  the 
Conewango  Swamp  would  be  drained 
and  made  valuable,  by  cutting  a  wide 

and  deep  ditch  from  the  Kent  road  in 
the  town  of  Cherry  Creek  a  distance  of 
thirteen  miles  to  Waterboro  in  the  town 
of  Poland. 

The  City  Hall  in  Jamestown  was  com- 
pleted and  first  occupied  in  1897.  June 

27th  of  that  year,  the  short  railroad 
connecting  the  Dunkirk,  Allegheny 

\  alley  and  Pittsburg  R.  R.  near  Fal- 
coner with  the  Chautauqua  Lake  R.  R. 

near  Fluvanna  having  been  completed, 

the  cars  were  first  regularly  run  upon it. 

The  grape  crop  of  the  county  was 

this  year  unusually  large  and  valuable. 

Four  thousand  three  hundred  eighty- 
eight  car  loads  of  grapes,  over  twelve 
million  six  hundred  thousand  baskets 

were  shipped  by  the  Grape  Union  in  the 
space  of  six  weeks.  A  very  large 

quantity  was  shipped  outside  of  the 
Union.  Over  one  thousand  car  loads 

were  shipped  in  the  town  of  Portland alone. 



CHAPTER  XX. 

Last  Period  Concluded. 

1 898- 1 902. 

"Peace  hath  her  victories  no  less  renowned  than  War." 
Milton. 

Over  thirty  years  had  now  passed  in 
peaceful  pursuits  since  any  citizen  had 
been  called  upon  to  take  up  arms  in  the 
cause  of  his  country.  Chautauqua 

County  had  been  represented  in  nearly 
every,  if  not  all  the  wars,  in  which  the 
country  had  been  engaged.  In  the  early 

years  of  its  history  there  were  several 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  old  French  and 

Indian  wars,  living  in  the  county,  among 
them  Samuel  Shattuck  of  the  town  of 

Portland.  His  history  has  a  special 
interest  to  us.  He  was  not  only  a 

soldier  of  that  old  war,  but  a  very  ro- 
mantic and  exciting  portion  of  his  ser- 

vice rendered  in  it  was  actually  per- 
formed in  Chautauqua  County,  about 

fifty  years  before  it  was  settled  by  white 
men ;  an  account  of  which  has  been 

given  in  Chapter  II,  at  pages  30  and  31 
of  this  volume.  At  one  time  during  this 

old  war,  he  was  one  of  Putnam's  cele- 
brated rangers,  and  served  in  the  vicin- 

ity of  Lake  George.  He  afterwards 
served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and 

fought  at  Bunker  Hill,  Bennington  and 

Yorktown,  and  other  battles.  His  ser- 
vice in  both  wars  amounted  to  twelve 

years.  He  came  to  the  town  of  Port- 

land,  Chautauqua   County,  X^ovember 

1823  to  live.  He  died  in  that  town  Sep- 
tember 1st,  1827,  and  was  buried  in 

Evergreen  cemetery,  Portland.  His 
grave  should  be  sought  out  and  marked. 

John  Owens  of  Carroll,  the  grand- 
father of  Governor  R.  E.  Fenton,  was  a 

remarkable  pioneer  of  the  county,  who 
had  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  French 

and  Indian  War.  He  was  with  the  Eng- 
lish under  Wolf  at  the  capture  of  Que- 
bec, and  with  Ethan  Allen  in  the  Rev- 

olution at  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga. 
He  died  at  Carroll,  February  6th,  1843, 

at  the  remarkable  age  of  107  years, 

probably  the  oldest  citizen  that  has  ever 
lived  in  the  county,  older  than  Mrs. 
Deborah  Doty  who  died  at  Frewsburg, 

March  5th,  1902,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  106  years.  For  further  account  of 

Mr.  Owen  see  page  one  hundred  sev- 
enty of  this  volume.  Stephen  Marther 

was  a  soldier  of  the  old  French  War  and 

had  a  very  remarkable  career. 
The  experience  of  the  Frank  family 

of  the  town  of  Busti,  in  the  French  and 

Indian  Wars  is  worth  relating.  Eva 
Frank  the  wife  of  John  Frank,  Sr.,  of 
another  Frank  family,  when  she,  Eva, 

was  a  small  child,  her  sister  Mary  who 
became  the  wife  of  Myers,  the  father 



LAST  PERIOD  CONCLUDED. 291 

of  John  Myers  who  was  an  early  set- 
tler of  Carroll,  their  mother,  her  little 

brother  Lawrence  Frank,  a  maiden  sis- 
ter, and  John  Frank,  Sr.,  of  the  other 

Frank  family,  were  all  captured  in  the 
Mohawk  Valley  by  the  Indians  in  that 

war,  and  taken  to  a  place  near  Mont- 
real and  kept  there  among  them  three 

years  before  they  were  ransomed.  Mary 
was  detained  four  years  as  she  had  the 

small  pox  when  her  sister  was  ex- 
changed. The  mother  had  to  carry  the 

son  who  was  but  eighteen  months  old, 
on  the  march  to  Montreal,  and  keep  up 

with  the  party  in  order  to  keep  him 
from  being  tomahawked.  The  maiden 
sister  on  her  return  from  captivity  had 

forgotten  her  mother  tongue,  and  was 
taken  from  the  Indians  against  her  will, 

having  been  kept  apart  from  her  rela- 
tives, and  had  forgotten  them.  All  of 

these  Franks  became  early  settlers  of 
the  town  of  Busti.  John  Frank  was 

again  taken  prisoner  during  the  War 
of  the  Revolution.  He  escaped  from 

his  captors  at  Oneida  Lake  the  first 
night  after  his  capture,  through  the  aid 
of  friendly  Oneida  Indians,  and  safely 
reached  his  house  at  German  Flats. 

Joseph  Frank  of  Busti,  son  of  Law- 
rence above  mentioned,  was  with  the 

Chautauqua  regiment  in  the  battle  of 

Buffalo  and  was  shot,  killed  and  scalp- 
ed by  the  Indians. 

Many  of  the  early  settlers  had  once 
been  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  Among 

them  were  leading  and  influential  pio- 
neers of  the  county. 

Orsamus  Holmes  was  one  of  the  earl- 

iest and  most  prominent  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Sheridan.  His  father  had  been 

an  officer  in  the  old  French  War.  He 

was  himself  a  soldier  under  Ethan  Al- 
len of  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  He 

was  with  Montgomery  in  the  expedition 

against  Quebec.  He  was  afterwards 

captured  by  the  British  and  taken  to 

Canada  and  placed  on  board  of  a  pris- 

on ship,  but  he  and  three  others  escaped 

in  the  night  time,  crossed  the  St.  Law- 
rence, wandered  seventeen  days  in  the 

wilderness,  suffering  great  hardships, 

and  was  finally  captured  with  his  com- 
panions by  the  Indians,  taken  back  to 

Montreal  and  confined  in  Provost  pris- 

on. After  a  month's  confinement,  he 
and  two  others  overpowered  the  guard 
and  escaped.  They  scaled  the  city  wall, 
crossed  the  St.  Lawrence  and  again 

plunged  into  the  forest  pursued  by  the 
Indians.  After  encountering  great 

dangers  at  the  end  of  fourteen  days  they 

reached  the  frontier  settlements  of  Ver- 
mont. 

Samuel  Sinclear  the  founder  of  Sin- 

clairville,  and  many  years  the  Super- 
visor of  the  old  town  of  Gerry,  enlisted 

in  his  uncle's  Joseph  Cilley's  regi- 
ment (the  First  New  Hampshire  or 

Stark's  regiment)  when  he  was  but  fif- 
teen years  of  age,  and  served  three 

years.  He  was  at  Valley  Forge,  in  the 
battles  of  Saratoga  and  Monmouth 

and  in  Sullivan's  expedition  against  the 
Indians.  His  father  Richard  Sincleaf 

was  a  soldier  of  the  French  War,  and  a 

major  of  the  Revolution.  His  three 
1)rothers  one  an  officer,  also  served  in 

the  Revolution.  Mr.  Sinclear  had  dis- 

tinguished relatives,  among  them  Gen- 
eral Benjamin  F.  Butler  whose  mother 

was  his  cousin.  He  was  uncle  to  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  John  G.  Sinclear  of 

New  Hampshire.  For  further  account 
of  Mr.  Sinclear  see  page  eighty. 

Arthur  Bell,  was  one  of  the  earliest 

settlers  of  the  county  at  Westfield.  He 
was  the  second  person  Supervisor  of 

the  town  of  Chautauqua.  He  served 

with  the  Niagara  Board  of  Supervisors 
at  Buffalo  in  1808.  He  served  in  the 

American  army  of  the  Revolution  three 

years. Elijah  Risley,  Sr.,  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  and  founders  of  Fredonia,  wa? 

a  soldier  of  the  Revolution. 
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Col.  Nathaniel  Fenton  was  the  first 

Supervisor  of  Poland,  and  afterward 
represented  the  county  in  the  Assembly. 
Before  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
was  a  brave  and  trusty  colonial  scout 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

James  Dunn  the  pioneer  settler  of 
Portland  was  also  a  soldier  in  the  same 
war. 

Robert  Seaver,  a  founder  of  the  set- 
tlement at  Charlotte  Center,  and  all 

his  brothers  were  Revolutionary  sold- 
iers. 

Col.  Nathaniel  Bird,  one  of  the  most 

benevolent  of  the  early  citizens  of  the 

county,  was  also  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising. He  was  the  first  to  run  mail 

stages  over  the  route  between  Buffalo 
and  Erie.  In  1826,  he  ran  the  first 

daily  stages  and  post  coaches  over  this 
line.  He  enlisted  in  the  army  of  the 
Revolution  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and 
was  honorably  discharged  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  came  home  ragged  and 
barefoot. 

Henry  Elliott  of  Chautauqua  was 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  He  was 

badly  wounded  in  the  campaign  of  Bur- 
goyne,  afterward  served  as  coxswain  on 
the  ship  Putnam,  which  in  its  cruise  off 
the  coast  of  England  captured  nine 

prizes. 
William  Martin  of  the  same  town  was 

in  the  Battle  of  P)unker  Hill,  was  under 

Arnold  and  Montgomery  in  the  expedi- 
tion against  Quebec,  where  he  was 

wounded  by  a  cannon  ball.  In  1780,  he 

was  captured  by  the  Indians  in  a  skir- 

mish at  Little  Ealls,  and  taken  to  Que- 

bec. After  several  months'  detention 
he  made  his  escape. 

The  foregoing  are  some  of  the  names 
of  the  soldiers  who  once  resided  in 

Chautauqua  County.  More  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  have  at  some  time 
had  their  homes  here.  Many  of  the 

earliest  pioneers  were  Revolutionary 
soldiers.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that 

so  many  of  the  continental  soldiers  at 
some  time  resided  in  Chautauqua 

County.  There  is  scarcely  a  pioneer 

burying  ground  but  contains  the  re- 
mains of  one  or  more. 

Brilliant  as  were  the  achievements  of 

our  countrymen  in  the  last  war  with 

England,  in  that  with  Mexico,  in  the 

Civil  War,  and  in  the  recent  remark- 

able war  with  Spain,  thev  do  not  out- 
shine the  achievements  of  the  men  of 

the  Revolution.  It  was  they  who  plan- 
ned and  won  our  Independence  and 

laid  the  foundations  of  the  Republic 

which  in  a  century  has  grown  to  be  one 
of  the  four  or  five  greatest  powers  on 

the  earth,  and  the  freest  nation  upon 
which  the  sun  has  ever  shone.  The  story 

of  the  spirit,  the  courage,  the  pati- 

ence, the  poverty  in  which  they  prose- 
cuted the  long  war  for  Independence, 

has  the  firmest  hold  upon  the  hearts 

and  the  imagination  of  the  people. 

The  memory  of  the  "Old  Continentals 

in  their  ragged  regimentals"  will  al- 
ways stir  in  the  breast  of  an  American, 

the  highest  measure  of  patriotic  enthu- 

Note — John  M.  Edson,  when  a  young  man.  had  the  honor  of  sitting  at  the  table  with 
Lafayette  when  he  was  entertained  at  Fredonia  on  his  journey  through  the  county  in 
1825.  Mr.  Bdson  says  that  with  others,  his  stepiather,  Major  Samuel  Sinclear,  and  thir- 

ty other  Revolutionary  soldiers,  set  at  the  same  table,  twelve  of  whom  were  from  York- 
town.  Mr.  Edson  described  Lafayette  to  be  a  man  less  than  six  feet  high,  somewhat 
corpulent.  He  wore  a  wig  of  dark  hair,  was  of  a  dark  complexion  and  had  full  cheeks. 
He  talked  English  well,  and  freely  upon  the  subject  of  the  war  with  the  soldiers  in 
which  they  together  had  participated.  He  was  affable  and  courteous  to  all.  Mr.  Edson 
said  that  in  the  confusion  made  by  the  crowd  of  people  assembled  that  day,  a  woman 
was  thrown  from  a  wagon  and  injured.  Lafayette  made  many  inquiries  respecting  the 
accident  and  expressed  great  concern  for  the  injured  woman.  It  seemed  quite  singular 
that  he  who  had  spent  so  much  of  his  life  in  war,  and  witnessed  scenes  in  blood  in  the 
reign  of  terror,  had  preserved  the  kind  instincts  of  his  heart  so  fresh,  that  he  could  feel 
such  pity  for  the  misfortune  of  a  stranger  in  the  backwoods  of  America. 
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siasm.  But  none  of  those  old  heroes 

are  with  us  now.  It  is  only  left  for  us 

to  say  of  them,  as  was  said  of  the  chiv- 
alric  Knights  of  old : 

"Their  bones  are  dust. 
Their  good  swords  rust, 

Their  souls  are  with  the  saints  we  trust." 

Time  has  so  flown  that  even  a  living- 
son  or  daughter  of  the  Revolution 
seems  to  us  like  a  traveler  from  a  dis- 

tant land;  a  sojourner  who  has  lived 
long  after  his  time.  Yet  a  few  of  the 
immediate  descendants  of  the  Revolu- 

tionary soldiers  are  still  living  in  Chau- 
tauqua County  notwithstanding  we  have 

entered  upon  the  twentieth  century. 

Their  numbers  are  however  rapidly  di- 
minishing. 

Many  intelligent  ladies,  among  them 
some  of  the  first  and  most  esteemed 

in  the  county,  descendants  of  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution,  have  recently  organized 
societies  for  the  purpose  of  fostering  a 

patriotic  love  of  country,  and  to  keep 
the  memory  of  those  old  veterans  fresh 

and  green.  They  preserve  a  knowledge 
of  the  burial  places  of  those  soldiers, 

who  have  closed  their  days  in  Chau- 
tauqua County,  and  annually  decorate 

their  graves  in  honor  of  past  services. 
The  first  of  these  societies  known 

as  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, formed  in  Chautauqua  County 

is  Patterson  Chapter  organized  at  West- 
field,  February  21st,  1898.  Mrs.  George 
W.  Patterson  has  been  its  Regent  from 
its  organization  to  the  present  time. 
The  present  officers  are  Mrs.  Patterson, 
Regent ;  Mrs,  Moses  Delos  Tenant, 
Vice  Regent ;  Miss  Hannah  Duncan 
Johnston,  Treasurer ;  Mrs.  Josephine 
Plumb  Dodman,  Recording  Secretary ; 

Mrs.  Samuel  Charles  Crandall,  Corres- 
ponding Secretary ;  Miss  Sara  Rood 

Munson,  Registrar ;  Miss  Lizzie  Fran- 
ces Simon,  Assist.  Registrar ;  Miss 

Elizabeth  Webster  Stone,  Historian; 

Miss  Laura  Ada  Skinner,  Mrs.  William 

James  Moore  and  Miss  Lydia  Mary 

Patchen,  Advisory  Board.  Among  its 
members  was  Mrs.  Ruth  Maples,  daugh- 

ter of  Luther  Barney,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution.  He  came  to  Ellery  in  1832, 
died  there  and  was  buried  at  Bemus 

Point.  This  Chapter  has  repaired  and 
improved  the  old  pioneer  burial  ground 
at  Westfield,  which  contains  so  far  as 

known  the  graves  of  five  Revolutionary 
soldiers  as  follows :  Reuben  Wright, 

who  died  April  7th,  1841,  aged  ninety- 
three  ;  David  Rumsey,  died  January  2nd, 

1849,  aged  ninety  one  ;  FiskDurand.  died 
April  1 8th,  1841,  aged  75  ;  Lent  Bradley 

died  April  20th  1840,  aged  eighty-six, 
and  Samuel  Penfield,  died  August  24th 

1 85 1,  aged  eighty-eight.  The  Chapter 
1:)estows  annually  prizes  to  the  students 
of  the  High  School  at  Westfield  for  the 
hQst  historical  essays. 

The  Benjamin  Prescott  Chapter 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
was  organized  at  Fredonia  January  2nd 
1899.  It  is  named  in  honor  of  Col. 
Benjamin  Prescott,  one  of  the  seven 
noble  Prescotts  who  fought  at  Bunker 
Hill.  Miss  Martha  Jane  Prescott,  his 

great  grand  daughter  was  chosen  the 
first  Regent  of  the  Chapter,  and  has  been 

elected  her  own  successor  until  the  pre- 
sent time.  Miss  Elizabeth  Prescott  Hay- 

wood, grand  daughter  of  Col.  Prescott, 
and  Miss  Martha  Jane  Prescott,  his 

great  great  grand  daughter  are  also 

members  of  the  Chapter.  The  following- 
ladies  were  the  first  officers  chosen  to 

the  other  positions  in  the  Chapter :  Mrs. 
David  W.  Negus,  Vice  Regent ;  Mrs. 

Charlotte  E.  Kingsland,  Recording  Sec- 

retary ;  Mrs.  M.  W.  Cobb,  Correspond- 

ing Secretary ;  Mrs.  Eva  Grifiith,  Treas- 
urer ;  Miss  Isabella  White,  Registrar 

and  Mrs.  R.  T.  Rolph,  Historian.  It 

has  now  seventy-nine  members. 

Of  the  four  daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  that  have  become  mem- 

bers of  this  Chapter  since  its  organiza- 
tion are  Mrs.  Charlotte  Root  Godfrey 
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and  Mrs.  Harriet  Root  Young,  sisters, 

daughters  of  Ebenezer  Root  of  iVfass- 
achiisetts,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  They 
have  since  died.  Mrs.  Virtue  E.  Cole 

is  now  a  member.  She  was  born  in  Sin- 
clairville  and  is  now  living  in  Hillsdale 

Michigan,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven 
years.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Sam.uel 
Sinclear  above  mentioned.  Her  bro- 

ther George  W.  Sinclear,  the  first  child 
born  in  Sinclairville  is  now  living  in 

Gerry,  Chautauqua  county  at  the  age 

of  ninety-one  years.  These  two  are 

about  the  only  persons  now  living  hav- 
ing the  same  father  that  was  a  soldier 

of  the  Revolution.  The  fourth  daugh- 
ter is  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hood  Perkins  of 

Pasadena,  California.  She  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  William  Hood  a  soldier  of  the 

Revolution,  who  died  at  the  age  of 

ninety  in  1856,  and  is  buried  in  the  old 

cemetery  in  Fredonia.  She  is  but  sev- 
enty years  of  age,  being  the  last  child 

of  the  third  wife  of  Mr.  Hood. 

The  Chapter  has  set  aside  moneys 

for  the  purpose  of  placing  bronze  mark- 
ers at  the  graves  of  all  the  Revolution- 
ary soldiers  in  the  old  cemetery  of  Pom- 

fret,  of  which  thirteen  graves  have  been 

identified  in  the  old  cemetery  at  Fre- 
donia. August  1st  1902,  this  Chapter 

entertained  all  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution  in  Fredonia.  Two 

hundred  twenty-five  sat  down  for  lunch 
on  this  occasion. 

The  Jamestown  Chapter  of  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution,  was 

organized  in  October,  1900.  Its  first 
officers  were  Miss  Stella  Florine  Broad- 

head,  Regent ;  Mrs.  Imogene  Payne 
Cameron,  Vice  Regent ;  Mrs.  Maria 
Cheney  Hall,  Honorary  Vice  Regent ; 

Miss  Isabella  Sutherland  Burns, Record- 

ing Secretary  ;  Mrs.  Jennie  Wilson  Cad- 
well,  Corresponding  Secretary  ;  Mrs  So- 

phia Jeannett  Burtch,  Registrar;  Mrs. 
Pauline  Allen  Abbott,  Treasurer;  Mrs. 

Anna  Percival  Smalley,  Historian.  Miss 

Broadhead  is  still  the  Regent.  The  Chap- 

ter has  now  ninety-five  members.  Among 
its  members  was  formerly  Mrs.  Maria 

Cheney  Hall,  daughter  of  Ebenezer 
Cheney,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  He 
enlisted  in  the  American  army  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  and  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  as  a  private.  Mrs. 
Hall  died  January  17th  1903,  at  the 

age  of  ninety-seven  years.  Interesting 
meetings  to  promote  the  objects  of  the 
society  are  often  held.  The  graves  of 

six  Revolutioniary  soldiers  buried  in' 
Lake  View  Cemetery  and  two  in  the 

Ashville  cemetery  are  annually  deco- 
rated by  the  Chapter. 

A  Chapter  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 

having  similar  purposes  with  those  of 

the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion has  been  organized  at  Jamestown. 

Lewis  Hall  was  its  first  Regent,  Daniel 

H.  Post,  its  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
Mr.  Hall  its  Regent  was  much  devoted 
to  its  objects  until  his  decease.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Albert  L.  Smalley  its 

present  Regent  with  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Bemus 
Vice  Regent,  Frank  H.  Mott,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer  and  Abner  Hazeltine 

Historian  and  Genealogist.  It  has  over 
thirty  members. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  population 

of  Chautauqua  County  able  to  bear  arms 
was  called  to  the  front  during  the  War 
of  1 81 2.  The  county  was  represented 
in  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  even  in  the 

struggle  of  Texas  for  Independence.  It 
had  furnished  several  thousand  gallant 

soldiers  and  many  distinguished  officers 
in  the  Civil  War,  and  had  paid  out  in  that 
contest  for  bounties  and  war  purposes 

one  million  seventy-eight  thousand  one 

hundred  forty-four  dollars  and  now  was 
to  do  its  share  in  the  war  with  Spain. 

1898  was  a  year  of  brilliant  events  in 
the  history  of  the  country.  That  year 

covers  the  whole  period  of  the  Spanish 
War.  The  revolt  of  the  Cubans  from 

Spanish  rule  in  February  1895,  had  early 

excited  the  sympathies  of  the  people  of 
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the  United  States,  but  not  until  the  vig- 
orous policy  promised  by  General 

Weiler  took  the  form  of  fire,  slaughter 
and  starvation  to  non  combatants,  did 

the  United  States  make  emphatic  pro- 
test. The  beginning  of  the  year  of  1898, 

found  the  Cubans  still  unconquered, 
and  the  indignation  of  the  people  of  this 
country  at  Spanish  cruelties  increasing. 
The  blowing  up  of  the  battleship  Maine, 

in  the  harbor  of  Havana  by  a  floating- 
mine  on  the  T5th  of  February  and  the 

destruction  of  two  hundred  sixty  Ameri- 
cans made  war  between  the  United 

States  and  Spain  certain.  In  March 

both  houses  of  Congress  without  a  dis- 
senting vote  passed  a  bill  appropriating 

fifty  million  dollars  for  the  national  de- 
fence. Thursday  April  21st  war  was  be- 
gun. May  21,  Commodore  Dewey 

destroyed  the  Spanish  fleet  at  Manila. 

May  30th,  Admiral  Sampson's  fleet  ar- 
rived at  Santiago,  June  3d.  Lieutenant 

Hobson  sunk  the  Merrimac  at  the  en- 

trance of  its  harbor.  July  1-2  the  Span- 
ish earthworks  at  El  Caney  and  San  Juan 

were  carried  by  storm.  July  3,  the  Span- 
ish fleet  under  Admiral  Cervera  was 

destroyed  while  attempting  to  escape 

from  Santiago.  July  17th  Santiago  sur- 
rendered to  the  Americans.  July  25th 

General  Miles  invaded  Porto  Rico.  July 

31  the  Americans  repulsed  the  Span- 
iards at  Melita  near  Manila.  August  12 

the  peace  protocol  was  signed  and  the 
war  practically  ended,  having  lasted  but 

one  hundred  thirteen  days — less  than 
four  months.  The  next  day  Manila  sur- 

rendered to  the  Americans  after  a  short 

fight  and  bombardment  by  the  fleet. 
December  loth,  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
signed  at  Paris. 

The  war  was  remarkable  for  the  un- 
animity of  sentiment  that  prevailed  in 

the  United  States  among  all  parties  and 

classes  of  people  in  favor  of  its  prosecu- 
tion. It  was  also  remarkable  as  showing 

with  what  vigor  and  skill  a  free  people 

can  prosecute  war.  It  was  in  other  res- 

pects one  of  the  most  remarkable  wars 
in  the  history  of  the  world. 

In  Chautauqua  County  sympathy  for 
the  Cubans,  and  the  sentiment  in  favor 

of  the  war  against  Spain  was  pro- 
nounced and  unanimous.  There  was 

scarcely  a  man,  woman  or  child  over 

twelveyears  of  age,  who  was  not  minute- 
ly informed  of  its  progress,  or  did  not 

daily  watch  with  patriotic  interest  for 

the  latest  news  respecting  it.  Dewey's 
victory  at  Manila  was  celebrated 

throughout  the  country  by  the  firing  of 
cannon,  and  other  demonstrations  of 

joy. At  an  early  day  books  had  been  open- 
ed in  Jamestown  for  subscriptions  of 

money  to  be  used  for  the  relief  of  the 
starving  Cubans,  and  the  Common 
Council  of  that  city  had  taken  action  in 
favor  of  efforts  for  their  assistance,  and 

considerable  sums  of  money  had  been 

sent  to  the  Central  Cuban  Relief  Society 
in  New  York  City. 

The  1 3th  Separate  Company  of  the  Na- 
tional Guard  of  New  York  had  its  head- 

quarters at  Jamestown.  This  company 

was  organized  twenty-three  years  be- 
fore, under  the  honorary  title  of  Fen- 

ton  Guards,  in  compliment  to  Governor 
R.  E.  Fenton.  It  was  composed  at  first 

principally  of  patriotic  Swedish  Ameri- 
cans. Its  first  meeting  was  held  June 

6th,  1875,  at  Scandanavian  Hall  in 
Jamestown.  Its  first  uniform  was  a 
handsome  blue,  with  yellow  trimmings, 

similar  to  that  of  the  bodyguard  of  King- 
Oscar  of  Sweden.  It  was  mustered  in- 

to service  August  12th,  1875,  by  General 

Rogers  of  Buffalo  who  was  present  with 
his  staff. 

Its  first  commanding  officer  was  John 

P.  Hollers,  formerly  a  captain  in  a  New 
York  regiment.  He  was  succeeded  by 

Conrad  A.  Hult  an  officer  in  the  Dan- 
ish Prussian  war,  and  a  soldier  in  the 

War  of  the  Rebellion.  Captain  Henry 

Smith  succeeded  Hult,  and  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Frederick  W.  Hyde,  Captain 
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Daniel  H.  Post  succeeded  Hyde.  These 

all  proved  to  be  excellent  officers,  and 
the  company  in  1898  was  in  high  state 
of  efficiency.  It  had  been  several  times 

ordered  out,  once  durino-  the  railroad 
riots  in  1877  at  another  time  in  1892, 

when  the  switchmen's  strike  occurred 
in  P)uffalo.  A  state  armory  was  erected 
for  its  use  at  the  corner  of  South  Main 

and  Fenton  Place,  in  Jamestown  in  1892, 

at  a  cost  of  thirty-eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, a  substantial  structure  of  Medina 

brown  stone  and  brick,  with  a  drill  shed 

seventy  by  one  hundred  ten,  and  all  the 
other  rooms  and  appurtenances  required 
for  a  complete  armory. 

When  the  war  broke  out  with  Spain, 

the  13th  Separate  Company  was  com- 
posed of  the  best  young  men  of  James- 
town under  the  command  of  Captain 

Post,  who  had  brought  the  company  to 
a  high  degree  of  efficiency.  When  the 

call  was  made  for  volunteers,  the  com- 
pany promptly  enlisted  and  on  Sunday 

the  first-day  of  May,  it  left  Jamestown 
for  Camp  P)lack,  at  Hempstead  Plains, 

Long  Island.  The  company  then  con- 
sisted of  eighty-three  men,  later  it  was 

increased  to  one  hundred  seven  men. 

Daniel  H.  Post  Captain  ;  A.  Gilbert,  Jr., 
First  Lieutenant ;  Frank  A.  Johnson, 
Second  Lieutenant,  and  Dr.  Wm.  M. 

Bemus,  Surgeon. 
The  departure  of  the  company  from 

Jamestown  was  an  occasion  which  will 

not  soon  be  forgotten  and  which  dem- 
onstrated the  strong  sympathy  of  the 

people  of  the  county  in  the  cause  of 

Cuba.  Before  leaving  Jamestown  the 

company  marched  through  its  principal 

streets,  escorted  by  the  entire  fire  de- 
partment, the  police  force,  the  High 

School  cadets  and  all  the  semi-military 
and  civic  organizations,  and  one  hun- 

dred sixty  old  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War. 

They  received  the  enthusiastic  plaudits 

of  an  immense  crowd  from  the  city  and 

county  gathered  all  along  the  streets 

on  the  route  of  march.  Brooklyn 
Square  and  Main  Street,  were  blocked 
all  along  with  a  solid  mass  of  people. 
The  crowd  was  one  of  the  largest  that 

had  ever  been  gathered  in  Jamestown. 
All  along  the  line  of  march  the  parade 
was  greeted  with  great  applause. 

The  spectators  manifested  the  great- 
est enthusiasm  when  they  saw  the  young 

soldiers  in  their  neat  dress,  with  elastic 

step  and  soldierly  bearing  pass  along 

marching  to  the  front,  to  face  for  the 
first  time  the  dangers  of  actual  war. 
Their  enthusiasm  knew  no  bounds  how- 

ever, when  a  little  later  the  old  veterans 

of  the  Civil  War  passed  before  them  in 

citizens'  dress  keeping  step  with  the 
music,  but  with  tread  less  elastic  and 

precise,  yet  still  showing  traces  of  their 
military  training  of  bygone  years.  They 

long  since  had  learned  by  actual  experi- 
ence of  the  dangers  of  war  on  many 

a  bloody  battle  field,  with  foes  as  brave 
as  those  the  young  soldiers  were  now 

going  to  face,  not  a  few  bearing  in  the 
marks  and  scars  upon  their  person  the 
evidence  of  their  experience.  The 
thoughts  of  these  old  soldiers  as  they 
marched  along  in  line  reverted  with 

emotion  to  the  time  thirty-six  years  be- 
fore when  they  had  on  a  like  occasion 

departed  from  the  city  amid  the  plaudits 
of  their  fellow  citizens  to  dare  for  the 

first  time  the  dangers  of  the  battle 
field. 

The  many  people  assembled,  the  gen- 
erous impulse  governing  them  all,  the 

inspiring  music,  the  floating  banners, 
the  enthusiastic  cheers  of  the  crowd, 

rendered  the  occasion  one  long  to  be 

remembered.  Among  the  friends  of  the 

departing  soldiers  gathered  at  the  sta- 
tion was  Patrick  Moynihan  of  James- 
town over  ninety  3^ears  of  age,  and  his 

wife  who  was  over  eighty.  The  old 

people  had  witnessed  more  than  fifty 

years  before  the  departure  of  American 
soldiers  for  the  battle  fields  of  Mexico, 
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and  many  years  later  they  witnessed  then- 
two  sons  leave  Jamestown  to  serve  in 

the  Civil  War,  and  now  they  were  at  the 

station  to  say  goodbye  to  five  grand 
children  who  were  members  of  the  13th 
Company  and  abont  to  engage  in  this 
new  war  with  Spain. 

The  13th  Separate  Company  was  mns- 
tered  in  at  Camp  Black,  Queens  Co., 

Long  Island,  on  the  lyth  day  of  May 
as  Co.  E.,  of  the  65th  New  York  State 

Volunteer  Infantry,  Colonel  Samuel  M, 

Welch  commanding.  Captain  Post  had 

been  forced  to  retire  on  account  of  phy- 
sical disability.  Lieutenant  Albert  Gil- 

bert was  promoted  Captain,  Dr.Wm.  M. 
Bemus  was  appointed  Surgeon  of  the 
provisional  regiment  with  the  rank  of 

Major.  May  19th  the  65th  Regiment 
broke  camp  at  Hempstead  and  were 

finally  encamped  at  Camp  Alger,  Va., 
near  Washington.  Later  the  regiment 
moved  to  a  new  camping  ground  at  Dun 

Loring.  In  September  Co.  E.  was  dis- 
charged and  returned  to  Jamestown, 

where  their  home  coming  was  duly  cele- 
brated. 

After  the  departure  of  the  13th  Sepa- 
rate Company  a  military  company  was 

organized  at  Jamestown,  to  take  its 

place  which  was  called  the  it 3th  Sepa- 
rate Company.  In  case  of  another  call 

for  troops  this  company  was  to  enlist. 
Captain  Daniel  H.  Post  was  chosen  as 

its  commander.  L^pon  the  return  of  the 
13th  vSeparate  Company  as  Co.  E.  of  the 
65th  in  September,  the  113th  disbanded 
and  the  13th  took  its  place.  Although 

the  113th  was  never  given  an  oppor- 
tunity to  enlist  as  a  company,  forty-two 

men  from  its  ranks  enlisted  into  other 

organizations,  that  w^ere  in  the  service 
of  the  government. 

On  the  22d  of  July  fift}-  Chautaucjua 
County  men  who  had  enlisted  in  James- 

town, left  that  city  to  join  the  202nd 

regiment  of  New  York  volunteers  un- 
der Colonel  Ward  at  Buffalo,  about 

thirty  of  them  enlisted  from  the  Ti3th 

Company,  Captain  l\xst,  and  about 

twenty  organized  by  A.  F.  Allen,  re- 
cruited by  Ira  C.  Brown.  They  became 

members  of  Company  K  of  that  regi- 
ment. Many  of  them  were  American 

citizens  of  Swedish  nativity.  Their  de- 
])arture  from  Jamestown  was  witnessed 

by  an  immense  crowd.  They  marched 
to  the  railroad  depot,  attended  by  the 
veterans  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  cheered  by  patriotic  and  en- 

livening music,  and  the  applause  of  the 

people  who  had  gathered  in  great  num- 
bers to  greet  them. 

After  an  absence  of  nearly  nine 
months  the  fifty  members  of  the  202nd 

regiment  from  Chautauqua  County,  the 
most  of  whom  resided  at  Jamestown 
arrived.  This  occurred  on  the  iSth  of 

April  1899.  Three  of  their  number  had 
died  in  that  time,  Thomas  B.  Lockwood, 

Carl  A.  Carlson,  and  Arthur  W.  Hotch- 
kiss.  They  had  been  mustered  out  at 

Savannah,  Georgia  on  the  i6th  of  April. 
On  their  arrival  at  Jamestown  a  national 

salute  of  twenty-one  guns  was  fired 
from  the  hill  south  of  the  railroad  sta- 

tion. After  short  greetings  by  their 
friends,  the  soldiers  formed  into  line 
under  the  command  of  their  Marshal, 

Frederick  W.  Hyde,  escorted  by  veter- 
ans of  the  Civil  War,  the  police  and 

other  organizations  of  the  city,  the 

school  cadet  batallion.  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias, the  Jamestown  fire  department 

headed  by  Mayor  Cooper,  the  reception 
committee,  Common  Council,  Board  of 

Public  Works,  the  13th  Separate  Com- 
pany, they  being  members  of  Company 

E.  65th  regiment,  then  followed  Com- 
pany K,  under  the  command  of  A.  F. 

Allen.  Platoons  of  Fire  Police  served 

as  a  rear  guard.  They  marched  through 

many  of  the  streets  of  Jamestc»wn  to 

the  armory  in  Brooklyn.  The  streets 

were  crowded  with  people.  Flags  waved 

from  nearly  every  window  and  the  sold- 
iers had  a  most  enthusiastic  reception. 
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At  the  armory  an  address  of  welcome 

was  delivered  by  Arthur  C.  Wade  res- 
ponded to  by  Lieutenant  Allen. 

Among  those  in  other  commands  who 

represented  Chautauqua  county,  during 
the  war  was  Sergeant  E.  W.  Bucklin,  Jr. 

of  Jamestown.  In  May  he  left  that  city 

and  joined  Roosevelt's  cavalry  troop 
of  Rough  Riders  at  Galveston,  Texas. He 
continued  in  the  service  participating  in 

severe  fighting  before  Santiago  until  he 
was  discharged  in  September.  He  was 

in  Captain  Capron's  troop,  and  saw  that 
vaHant  leader  fall.  He  was  in  conversa- 

tion with  Hamilton  Fish  when  he  was 
killed. 

Colonel  W.  F.  Endress  a  member  of 

General  Henry's  stafif,  had  his  home  in 
Jamestown.  Major  George  R.  Smith, 
son  of  Hiram  Smith  was  paymaster  in 

the  United  States  army.  John  T.  Wag- 
ner of  Dunkirk  was  a  gunner  on  the 

Ignited  States  war  ship  Brooklyn.  Clare 
E.  Kent  of  Jamestown  as  Corporal  in 
Co.  A,  of  the  Eighteenth  United  Stales 

Infantry,  saw  service  at  Manila  in  the 
Phillipine  Isles.  J.  E.  Berndston  of 
Mayville  served  in  the  army  at  Manila. 
As  early  as  March,  seven  Jamestown 
boys  enlisted  in  the  navy. 

The  young  men  of  Chautauqua  County 
volunteered  to  serve  in  the  Spanish  War 

as  willingly  and  as  promptly  as  did  the 
young  men  of  the  county  in  any  former 
war,  and  on  all  occasions  evinced  a 

strong  desire  to  participate  in  its  active 
campaigns,  but  were  unable  to  find  the 
opportunity.  There  has  never  been  a 
doubt  that  had  such  opportunity  of¥ered 
they  would  have  conducted  themselves 

as  gallantly  as  any  soldiers  that  have 

represented  the  county  on  the  battle- 
fields of  their  country.  The  dangers  and 

casualities  of  the  Spanish  War  fell  far 
short  of  those  experienced  in  the  Civil 
War,  as  every  reader  of  history  knows. 

On  pages  two  hundred  twenty-six  and 
two  hundred  twenty-seven  of  this  vol- 

ume, are  given  some  verses  written  by 

Arthur  McKinstry  of  Fredonia,  a  ne- 
phew of  Willard  McKinstry,  the  former 

editor  of  the  Fredonia  Censor,  entitled 

Company  D.  This  company  was  made 
up  of  Chautauqua  County  soldiers  and 

belonged  to  the  Seventy-second  New 
York  Regiment  of  Volunteers.  Of  the 

twenty-five  soldiers  named  in  the  verses 
eight  fell  in  battle  after  the  ballad  was 
written,  as  follows  :  Brooks,  Foss,  Van 

Houten,  ElHs,  Floyd,  Moon,  Doyle  and 
Stevens.  Its  author  Arthur  McKinstry. 
a  most  estimable  and  patriotic  young 

man,  fell  also.  He  was  killed  in  the  bat- 
tle of  WilHamsburg,  May  5th  1862.  This 

instance  will  serve  to  show  the  fearful 
fatalities  of  that  war. 

Of  the  other  important  events  that 
occurred  in  the  county  in  1898  may  be 

mentioned  the  completion  of  the  new 

Erie  depot  at  Jamestown,  on  the 
site  of  the  old  one.  In  March  the 

Jamestown  Worsted  mills  celebrated 

its  twenty-fifth  anniversary  by  giv- 
ing a  banquet  and  ball  to  its  employees 

and  invited  guests.  Supper  was  served 
to  twelve  hundred  persons,  more  than 

eight  hundred  fifty  were  at  the  time 

employed  in  the  mills. 

The  American  Library  Association 

met  at  Celoron  in  July,  over  four  hun- 
dred professional  librarians  were  pre- 
sent. The  annual  meeting  of  the  Pho- 

tographers' Association  of  America  was 
also  held  at  the  same  place  this  year.  In 

June  of  this  year,  Fredonia  was  quaran- 
tined against  the  small  pox.  There  were 

no  deaths,  and  the  cases  were  of  a  mild 

type.  Five  thousand  seven  hundred 

twenty-eight  cars  of  grapes  were  this 
year  shipped  from  the  grape  district 
between  Angola  and  Erie.  The  value 

of  the  crop  was  estimated  at  one  million 

one  hundred  seventy  thousand  dollars. 

In  the  afternoon  of  March  25th  Oscar 
E.  Rice  killed  his  wife  in  the  town  of 

Westfield.  He  and  his  wife  had 

separated  and  she  at  the  time  was  serv- 
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ing  as  a  nurse  for  Mrs.  Hattie  Dascomb. 

He  killed  her  with  a  jack  knife  in  the 
presence  of  Mrs.  Dascomb,  who  was  at 
the  time  sick  in  bed.  He  then  tried  to 
kill  himself  but  was  arrested  before  he 

accomplished  it.  He  was  tried  in  May- 
ville  at  a  court  held  by  Justice  Childs. 

The  District  Attorney  Eleazer  Green, 
assisted  by  H.  C.  Kingsbury  prosecuted 
the  case  in  behalf  of  the  people.  A.  B. 
Ottaway  and  S.  W.  Mason  defended. 
The  defence  was  insanity.  A  verdict  of 
murder  in  the  first  degree  was  found  by 
the  jury.  The  finding  of  the  jury  was 
affirmed  on  appeal  and  the  prisoner  was 
electrocuted.  He  was  the  first  criminal 

from  Chautauqua  County  that  suffered 
electrocution. 

At  the  October  county  court  Joseph 

Patti  an  Italian  laborer,  was  tried  be- 
fore Judge  Jerome  B.  Fisher  for  the 

killing  of  Grisaulti,  a  companion  lab- 
orer. They  were  members  of  a  gang  of 

men  who  were  working  on  the  railroad 
track  in  the  town  of  Ripley  in  the  month 

of  June  of  the  same  year.  An  alterca- 
tion occurred  between  them  resulting 

in  the  stabbing  of  Grisaulti  by  Patti, 
who  died  a  few  days  after.  District 
Attorney  Eleazer  Green  conducted 
the  trial  for  the  people.  Patti 
was  defended  by  Thomas  Larkin 

and  Archibald  D.  Falconer.  The  pris- 
oner was  convicted  of  murder  in  the 

second  degree,  and  was  sentenced  to  im- 
prisonment for  life. 

The  year  1899  opened  with  a  winter 
colder  than  had  been  known  in  Chau- 

tauqua County  for  twenty-five  years. 
On  the  night  of  February  loth  the  ther- 

mometer fell  in  all  parts  of  the  county 
to  ten  degrees  and  more  below  zero, 
with  a  high  and  cutting  wind  that  forced 
the  cold  into  the  best  constructed  dwel- 

lings. For  nearly  a  week  the  weather 
continued  bitter  cold,  a  portion  of  each 

day  for  three  days  it  fell  to  more  than 
twenty  degrees  below  zero.  At  some 
places  in  the  county  it  was  reported  as 

falling  below  thirty  degrees.  Every  part 
of  the  United  States  suffered  from  in- 

tense cold,  particularly  in  the  southern 
states,  even  in  Alabama  and  Georgia 
the  thermometer  fell  below  zero.  At 

length  a  great  snowstorm  extended  over 
the  country,  and  finally  blew  itself  to 
sea  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  United 

States,  leaving  the  entire  country  from 
Maine  to  Florida  buried  beneath  a  great 
white  sheet  of  snow  extending  a  thou- 

sand miles  inland. 

The  unusual  number  of  crimes  that 

had  been  committed  in  the  county  with- 
in ten  years  previous  to  1899,  ̂ ^^^  the 

startling  circumstances  attending  them 

had  given  the  county  a  disagreeable 

notoriety.  The  unpleasant  duty  still  re- 
mains of  recording  many  capital  crimes 

and  tragic  events  in  the  few  years  that 
follow. 

In  July  of  1899,  a  party  of  English 
people  from  Jamestown  were  camped 
at  Driftwood  on  the  East  shore  of  Chau- 

tauqua Lake.  On  the  5th  of  that  month 
Squire  Tankard  an  Englishman,  a 

weaver  by  occupation,  about  noon  sud- 
denly appeared  in  the  camp,  and  with- 

out warning  shot  and  instantly  killed 

Mrs.  Beaumont,  his  wife's  sister,  and 
then  shot  and  severely  injured  Mr.  Wil- 

liam Beaumont,  her  husband,  in  the  arm. 

He  then  turned  the  pistol  upon  him- 
self inflicting  a  serious  but  not  fatal 

wound,  and  immediately  ran  for  the 
lake  and  waded  into  its  shallow  waters. 

He  then  returned  to  the  shore  and  at- 
tempted to  escape  across  the  county, 

l)ut  was  on  the  morning  of  the  next  day 

captured  in  a  barn  near  the  village  of 

Gerry,  where  he  had  remained  through 

the  night.  The  defendant  was  indicted 
and  tried  at  a  term  of  court  specially 

appointed  in  November  1899,  before 

Justice  Frank  C.  Laughlin.  District  At- 
torney E.  Green  appeared  for  the 

people.  A.  C.  and  R.  F.  Pickard  ap- 
peared for  the  defendant. 
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It  appeared  at  the  trial  that  in  1898, 
the  defendant  married  Miss  Clara  Row- 
bottom  in  Philadelphia.  He  had  trouble 
with  his  wife  and  she  left  him  and  came 

to  Jamestown  and  later  he  followed  her 
to  that  city.  On  the  morning  of  the 
murder,  after  obtaining  a  revolver,  he 

went  to  Celoron,  procured  a  row  boat 
and  rowed  across  the  lake  to  the  place 
where  the  Beaumonts  were  staying, 
and  committed  the  murder  as  has  been 

described.  The  defence  offered  was  in- 
sanity, and  some  evidence  was  given  to 

sustain  it.  The  prisoner  was  ably  de- 
fended, the  jury  however,  rendered  a 

verdict  of  guilty  of  murder  in  the  first 

degree.  The'  attorneys  for  Tankard 
afterward  petitioned  to  Governor 
Roosevelt  to  appoint  a  commission  of 
physicians  to  examine  the  defendant  as 
to  his  insanity,  resulting  in  a  stay  of 
punishment.  His  sentence  has  not  yet 
been  carried  into  effect. 

On  Sunday  August  20th,  a  street 
fight  occured  in  the  city  of  Jamestown 
in  which  a  number  were  engaged  and 

Axel  Johnson  was  killed  by  some  one 
whose  identity  could  not  be  ascertained. 

A  family  feud  of  long  standing  came 
to  an  end  September  23,  in  the  town 
of  Arkwright.  The  quarrel  arose  about 
a  land  controversy,  between  Lavern  and 
Cassius  Wilson,  a  law  suit  resulted 
which  was  decided  in  favor  of  Cassius. 

Lavern  in  the  afternoon  of  that  day, 
left  Fredonia  for  the  farm  of  Cassius, 
where  he  found  him  at  work  in  his  corn 

field  with  his  hired  man.  Lavern  leaped 
over  the  fence  and  ran  toward  his  bro- 

ther threatening  to  kill  him.  Cassius  who 
was  a  much  weaker  man  physically,  drew 
a  revolver  from  his  pocket  and  shot  his 
enraged  brother,  killing  him  instantly. 
Cassius  was  immediately  arrested,  but 
soon  discharged  as  the  circumstances 

showed  that  the  killing  was  done  in  self- 
defence. 

The  most  shocking  crime  of  all  was 
committed  on  the  same  day,  a  few  hours 

after  the  homicide  mentioned,  at  Fal- 

coner, at  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
evening  of  that  day.  Some  young  men 
who  were  walking  upon  the  streets  of 
that  village,  heard  the  continuous 
screams  of  a  woman  proceeding  from 

a  retired  spot  upon  which  a  street  cros- 
sed the  Chadakoin.  They  ran  to  her 

rescue.  The  screams  continued  until 

they  reached  the  bridge,  when  they 

called  out  to  her  and  she  feebly  an- 
swered. They  found  her  still  alive  but 

unable  to  speak.  Before  a  physician 
could  be  called  she  died.  Her  face  and 

throat  had  been  cut.  The  ground  about 
showed  the  evidence  of  the  terrible 

struggle  that  had  occurred,  before  the 

helpless  girl  gave  up  her  life.  Her 
name  was  Emily  Adolphson,  a  young 
Swede  girl.  Frank  Wennerholm  who 
had  been  a  suitor  of  Emily  Adolphson 

and  resided  in  Jamestown  was  suspected 
of  having  committed  the  crime.  The 
handle  of  a  razor  was  found  near  the 

body  which  was  proved  to  have  been 
his.  The  authorities  who  went  that 

night  to  arrest  Wennerholm  at  the 
rooms  where  he  lodged  in  Jamestown 
found  him  in  bed.  The  clothing  he  wore 
was  wet  and  muddy  and  in  places  stained 
with  blood.  There  were  other  circum- 

stances to  show  his  guilt.  A  post  mor- 
tem examination  disclosed  the  fact  that 

the  murdered  girl  would  have  been  a 
mother  in  a  few  months  had  she  lived, 

which  was  a  strong  circumstance  throw- 
ing light  upon  the  motive  for  the  crime. 

Wennerholm  was  tried  in  June  1900  at 

Mayville,  Justice  White  presiding.  A. 

C.  Pickard  and  Frank  Wheeler  ap- 
peared for  the  defendant ;  E.  Green, 

District  Attorney,  for  the  people.  After 

a  short  absence  the  jury  returned  into 

court  with  a  verdict  of  guilty.  Wenner- 

holm's  attorneys  carried  the  case  to  the 
Court  of  Appeals.  The  verdict  of  the 

jury  was  however  sustained  and  Wen- 
nerholm was  electrocuted.     This  was 
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the  last  execution  for  a  capital  crime 
in  Chautauqua  County. 

This  year  Willard  McKinstry  of  Fre- 
donia  died.  He  was  one  of  the  most 

highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the  county. 
At  the  time  of  his  decease  he  was  the 

oldest  and  one  of  the  best  known  edi- 
tors in  the  state.  In  1842,  he  became 

the  editor  of  the  Fredonia  Censor, 

which  he  published  for  over  fifty-seven 
years.  Upon  his  retirement  he  was 
succeeded  by  his  son  Louis  McKinstry. 
For  years  The  Censor  was  the  leading 
Whig  and  afterwards  a  Republican 
newspaper.  It  was  the  most  influential 
and  substantial  newspaper  in  Northern 
Chautauqua,  and  is  now  the  oldest  in 
the  county  having  been  established  in 
1 82 1  by  H.  C.  Frisbee. 
This  year  Albert  Hilton  also  died. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  he  was  the 
well  known  and  popular  editor  of  the 
Fredonia  Advertiser  and  Union,  the 

leading  Democratic  newspaper  of  the 
county. 

July  loth,  T900,  the  first  term  of  a 
Federal  Court  ever  held  in  Chautauqua 

County  was  held  in  Jamestown,  by  Hon. 

John  R.  Hazel.  F.  E.  Shaw  of  Char- 
lotte was  appointed  foreman  of  the 

grand  jury.  At  this  term  Max  La  Sar 
was  indicted  for  diamond  smuggling, 

was  arraigned  and  held  in  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  bail. 

Following  the  loss  of  two  of  its  lead- 
ing and  respected  citizens,  other  misfor- 

tunes now  befell  Fredonia.  The  year 

1900  was  the  most  remarkable  in  the 
annals  of  the  village  for  catastrophies 
and  tragedies. 

The  most  disastrous  fire  that  Fre- 

donia had  ever  before  experienced  oc- 
cured  on  Main  and  Center  Streets,  Jan- 

uary 25th,  1900.  It  was  discovered  about 

I  :20  o'clock  A.  M.  Twelve  build- 

ings were  burned  including  the  Pan- 

American  Hotel,  Miner's  Bank  and 
the  Dunkirk  and  Fredonia  Street  Rail- 

way power  house.   Miss  Alice  Hunting- 

ton and  Warren  Leopold  Bretzckgi  a 
Swiss  house  painter  lost  their  lives. 
Fourteen  horses  were  burned  in  their 

stables.  The  loss  of  property  was  esti- 
mated at  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

In  March  the  Taber  felt  factory,  one  of 
the  largest  manufacturing  establish- 

ments in  the  village,  was  burned. 
A  far  more  terrible  fire  than  all  oc- 

cured  on  the  morning  of  December  14, 
of  the  same  year,  when  the  Fredonia 
Normal  school  buildings  were  burned. 

A  painful  tragedy  that  will  long  be  re- 
membered. The  fire  broke  out  shortly 

before  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  in 
the  basement,  in  the  room  occupied  bv 
the  janitor.  The  cause  of  it  is  not 
known.  No  fuel  was  used  in  the  build- 

ing it  being  heated  by  steam  supplied 
by  the  street  railway  company.  Five 
minutes  after  the  fire  was  discovered  the 

alarm  was  sounded  through  the  village, 

but  in  that  short  time  the  office,  recep- 
tion room  and  front  way  were  a  mass 

of  flames.  The  elevator  shaft  and  the 

two  spiral  stair  cases  afforded  a  power- 
ful draft,  sucking  the  roaring  flames  up- 

ward to  the  third  story  where  were  the 
rooms  of  the  lady  students.  Miss  Julia 
D.  Sherman  one  of  the  two  teachers 

living  in  the  buildinp',  by  her  presence 
of  mind  and  heroism,  enabled  all  the 

young  ladies  in  the  south  wing  of  the 
building  to  escape  but  one.  As  soon  as 
she  discovered  the  fire  she  turned  on 

the  electric  hall  lights,  aroused  the 

young  ladies  sleeping  in  that  wing,  and 
ran  to  the  fire  escape,  quickly  unhooked 
and  removed  the  screen  at  the  window, 

and  thus  enabled  all  to  escape  but  Miss 
Cora  Storms,  who  perished  probably  in 

her  room.  The  young  ladies  in  the 

north  wing  ran  to  the  fire  escape  in  that 

part  of  the  building,  but  the  netted 
screen  of  the  window  was  fastened  so 

tightly  that  they  were  unable  to  remove 
it.  Some  then  went  into  adjoining 

rooms  and  stepped  out  at  the  window 
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and  made  their  perilous  way  along  the 
ice  covered  window  ledge  to  the  fire 

escape.  The  weather  was  intensely  cold 

and  they  suffered  greatly  in  the  danger- 
ous exploit.  But  five  young  ladies  were 

less  fortunate,  their  charred  remains 

were  found  the  Sunday  following  close 

together  near  the  base  of  the  fire  es- 
cape,  indicating  that  they  were  unable 
to  tear  away  the  screen  at  the  window 
which  had  been  too  firmly  secured  and 
overcome  by  the  heat  and  smoke  they 

had  perished  together.  One  very  pain- 
ful incident  occurred.  Miss  Maude  Fiz- 

zell,  one  of  those  who  had  crawled  out 

of  the  window  and  walked  along  the 

ledge  of  the  Mansard  roof  and  was  safe, 
exclaimed  that  she  must  go  back  to 
the  room  and  get  her  diamond  ring. 
She  turned  back  notwithstanding  the 

protests  of  the  young  ladies  with  her, 
and  was  seen  no  more.  The  janitor  Mr. 

Morris  although  he  could  have  saved 
his  life  perished  in  a  fruitless  effort  to 
stay  the  fire.  Miss  McLaury  the  other 

teacher  living  in  the  building,  was  over- 
come by  the  heat  but  was  aided  to  es- 

cape by  Miss  Sherman.  The  lives  of 
nineteen  persons  in  the  1)uilding  were 
saved.  The  following  is  a  list  of  those 
who  perished  in  the  fire :  Phineas  J. 
Morris  of  Fredonia,  the  janitor,  Ruth 
Thomas  of  Pike,  New  York,  Cora 

Storm  of  Eden  Center,  N.  Y.,  Inez  Jones 

of  Busti,  N.  Y.,  Mav  WilHams,  Cannons- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  Bessie  Hathaway  Lake 
Coma,  Pa.,.  Maude  Fizzell,  Bradford, 
Pa.  Seven  in  all.  They  were  all  interred 

in  one  grave.  The  loss  of  the  build- 
ings and  other  property  by  the  fire  was 

over  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  burned  Normal  School  building- 
was  the  successor  of  the  Fredonia 

Academy,  which  had  been  incorporated 
in  1824,  and  was  for  a  while  the  leading 
seminary  of  learning  in  the  West.  A 

new  Normal  School  building  more  ex- 
tensive and  costly  was  nov/  built  upon 

the  site  of  the  burned  building,  and  was 

formally  dedicated  in  the  presence  of  a 
great  number  of  people  on  the  29th  of 

June,  1903. 
In  March,  1900,  Kosolina  Boscellere 

killed  his  father-in-law,  Salvator  La- 
tona,  at  Fredonia  with  a  stick  of  wood. 

Both  were  Italians.  Boscellere  was  dis- 

charged on  the  grounds  that  the  killing- 
was  in  self  defense. 

September  loth,  1901,  Arthur  D. 
Longhouse  was  shot  and  killed. by  his 

son-in-law,  Reuben  L.  Young  in  Fre- 
donia, the  result  of  a  quarrel.  E.  Green, 

the  District  Attorney,  and  James  L. 
Weeks  tried  the  case  in  behalf  of  the 

people  and  Arthur  C.  Wade  for  the  de- 
fendant. The  verdict  of  the  jury  was 

not  guilty. 

1902  closes  the  history  of  the  first 
century  of  our  county.  That  year  no 
serious  crime  was  committed  or  tragedy 
occurred  to  mar  the  remembrance  of 

it.  Its  events  were  generally  of  an 

agreeable  character  calculated  to  bring 

up  and  strongly  impress  a  pleasing  re- 
collection of  the  past  history  of  the  coun- 

ty. The  Historical  Society  which  was 
organized  in  1883  with  Prof.  Samuel  G. 

Love  as  its  president  and  Dr.  W.  W. 
Henderson  secretary,  at  its  meeting 
held  several  years  before  had  resolved 
to  celebrate  in  1902  the  settlement  of 

the  county,  and  had  taken  action  at 
subsequent  meetings  with  that  end  in 

view.  In  due  time  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors and  the  Hon.  S.  Frederick  Nixon, 

its  Chairman,  gave  their  influence  and 
took  practical  measures  to  further  the 
movement.  As  the  time  approached 

several  patriotic  citizens  contributed 

liberally  to  aid  it,  and  when  the  time  ar- 
rived the  citizens  of  Westfield  and  in 

all  parts  of  the  county,  actively  and  en- 
thusiastically by  their  efforts  completed 

the  success  of  the  celebration  which  oc- 
curred on  the  24th  and  25th  days  of 

June,  1902,  the  story  of  which  is  fully 
told  in  other  parts  of  the  book. 

An  interesting  event  occurred  but  a 
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few  days  before  which  will  aid  in  pre- 
serving in  the  future  an  agreeable  re- 

membrance of  the  celebration.  This 

was  the  opening  of  the  extension  of  the 

Jamestown,  Chautauqua  and  Lake 
Erie  Railroad,  which  occurred  on  Sat- 

urday the  2 1st  of  June,  1902.  This  little 

piece  of  road  lies  wholly  within  Chau- 
tauqua County,  and  extends  through  its 

most  picturesque  scenery.  Descending 
at  the  rate  of  100  feet  to  the  mile,  it 

passes  through  deep  cuts,  over  high  but 
substantial  trestle  works,  winding 
among  the  hills,  and  along  dark  chasms, 
and  wild  scenery,  until  the  blue  waters 

of  Lake  Erie  appear  in  view,  terminat- 
ing in  Westfield  close  by  the  precipitous 

bank  of  Chautauqua  Creek.  On  the 

second  day  of  the  Centennial,  a  long 
train  passed  over  this  road,  loaded  with 

passengers  from  Jamestown,  Falconer 
and  Southern  Chautauqua  County,  to 
participate  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  day. 

The  people  of  the  county  during  the 

year  1902,  seemed  to  be  filled  with  a  de- 
sire to  express  their  pleasant  remem- 

brance of  former  days.  Reunions  were 
planned  and  held  in  several  towns, 
where  old  acquaintances  after  years  of 

separation  gathered  from  all  parts,  often 
from  other  states,  to  exchange  greetings 
with  friends  of  former  years.  The  most 
notable  of  these  town  picnics  was  held 

at  Parkhurst's  Grove,  in  the  town  of 
Stockton,  on  the  26th  of  August  of  this 

year.  E.  L.  McCullough  presided.  S. 
Fred  Nixon  was  the  principal  speaker. 

Five  thousand  people  were  in  attend- 
ance. The  year  before  the  fourth  an- 

nual town  picnic  had  been  held  in  the 

same  grove  when  three  thousand  peo- 
ple were  present.  Many  articles  of  in- 

terest, relics  of  early  davs  in  Chautau- 
qua County  were  displayed  in  a  large 

tent.  Successful  town  picnics  of  a  like 
character  were  held  in  Cherry  Creek 
and  Villenova  during  the  year  1902. 
The  affection  of  a  Chautauquan  for 

his  county  seemed  everywhere  this  year 

kindled  anew.  The  Chautauqua  Society 
of  New  York  City  was  formed  and  held 
its  first  annual  reunion  and  dinner  at 

the  Hoffman  House  in  that  city.  The 
guests,  nearly  one  hundred  in  number, 
were  seated  at  ten  tables.  Washington 
Windsor  was  president  and  Justice  John 
Woodward  toastmaster.  Among  the 

principal  speakers  was  John  P.  Cadda- 
gan,  the  proprietor  of  the  Hoffman 
House  and  a  former  Chautauquan,  Jus- 

tice E.  W.  Hatch  and  Rufus  B.  Cowing, 
Hon.  John  T.  McDonough  and  Hon.  J. 

T.  Williams,  Rev.  Henry  ]^>ank, 
Martin  Littleton,  D.  F.  Toomey  and 
Don  R.  Almy. 

Principal  among  the  citizens  who 
have  taken  part  in  these  commemorative 

gatherings  and  have  in  recent  years 
rendered  valuable  service  to  the  people 

of  the  county  in  preserving  its  history, 
the  stories  and  faces  of  its  old  pioneers 
is  Chas.  J.  Shults.  In  1900  he  edited 

and  published  a  fine  collection  of  illus- 
trated historical  matter  relating  to  the 

town  of  Cherry  Creek.  Afterwards 

he  edited  and  published  a  like  val- 
uable collection  relating  to  the  town 

of  Dayton  in  Cattaraugus  County.  As 

that  town  adjoins  Chautauqua,  his  pub- 
lication is  of  much  interest  to  our  coun- 

ty. While  the  late  celebration  of  the 
Centennial  of  our  county  was  in  course 

of  preparation  until  the  present  time  he 
has  been  engaged  in  collecting  similar 
material  to  be  used  in  the  preparation 
of  these  volumes.  Mr.  Shults  was  born 

in  Ellicottville,  Cattaraugus  County, 

Feb.  23,  t868.  He  was  educated  in  the 

L^nion  schools  of  that  place.  He  learned 

the  printer's  trade  of  Robert  H.  Shank- 
land,  one  of  the  best  known  editors  of 

Western  New  York.  He  also  pursued 

the  study  of  law  and  medicine.  He 

published  various  newspapers  in  Cattar- 
augus and  Chautauqua  Counties,  among 

them  the  Cherry  Creek  News,  and 

has  been  for  many  years  closely  con- 
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nected  with  Chautauqua  County  and 
well  versed  in  its  recent  history. 

A  notable  event  although  it  was  in  no 

way  connected  with  the  happenings  in 

Chautauqua  County,  will  always  agree- 
ably impress  upon  the  memory  of  its 

citizens,  the  remembrance  of  the  year  in 
which  the  last  or  Centennial  of  our 

county  was  celebrated ;  that  was  the 

crowning  of  Edward  VII  of  Eng- 
land in  London  with  great  ceremony 

on  the  loth  day  of  August.  This  was  a 

year  of  jubilee  in  the  country  to  which 

we  are  more  closely  connected  by  lang- 
uage, literature,  ideas  of  government 

and  similarity  than  any  other,  and  which 
at  the  time  largely  invited  our  attention, 
will  assist  to  mark  the  year  1902  as  the 
close  of  one  epoch  and  the  beginning  of 
another  in  the  history  of  our  county. 

In  the  year  1902  the  weather  was  so 
unfavorable  that  the  attendance  at  the 

Chautauqua  Assembly  was  not  so  great 
as  it  had  been  the  year  before.  1901 

was  the  Pan-American  year.  Eifty 

thousand  people  then  visited  Chautau- 
qua. People  were  registered  from  every 

state  and  territory  in  the  E^nion  includ- 
ing Hawaii,  and  also  from  the  following 

foreign  countries  :  Canada,  New  Zea- 
land, India,  China,  Peru,  Germany, 

England,  Cuba,  Congo,  South  Africa, 
Sweden,  Mexico,  Argentine  Republic 
and  Brazil.  In  1902  although  the  total 
attendance  was  less,  the  duration  of 

those  in  attendance  was  longer  than 
ever  before.  The  final  exercises  of  the 

Chautauqua  Assembly  for  that  year  and 
the  last  in  the  closing  year  in  the  first 
century  of  the  settlement  of  the  county 
were  held  August  28th  in  the  Hall  of 
Philosophy. 

The  Hall  of  Philosophy  was  regarded 
as  a  classic  spot  in  the  grove.  So  many 
notable  men  had  so  often  discoursed 

upon  learned  and  interesting  subjects 
beneath  the  roof  of  this  old  Parthenon, 

that  it  had  become  very  dear  to  Old 

Chautauquans.    This  was  the  last  ex- 

ercise held  within  its  colonades  for  now 

it  was  to  be  torn  down  and  replaced 
with  an  edifice  of  stone. 

On  the  opposite  shore  of  the  lake  at 
Point  Chautauqua  later  in  the  season 
another  structure  was  destroyed  this 
time  by  fire ;  the  Grand  Hotel,  a  noble 
edifice  which  then  occupied  the  most 

sightly  place  on  the  lake.  It  was  three 
hundred  feet  long  by  one  hundred  sixty 
feet  wide,  the  main  structure  five  stories 

high  and  the  wings  four  stories.  It  was 
built  in  1877  and  1878  by  the  Baptist 
Association  which  had  control  of  the 

point  at  the  time.  They  had  hopes  of 

making  it  a  great  resort  equal  to  the 

Chautauqua  Assembly  across  the  lake. 

Chautauqua  County  had  at  the  close 
of  1902  reached  a  degree  of  prosperity 
that  its  citizens  of  early  years  had  never 

anticipated.  The  county  had  all  the  at- 
tractions of  soil  and  scenery,  market 

facilities,  early  educational  and  social 

opportunities  possessed  by  the  most 
favorable  of  rural  communities.  To 

these  were  added  in  the  last  quarter  of 

a  century  the  well  known  important  ad- 
vantages which  had  caused  it  to  lead  all 

other  counties  of  the  Empire  State  not 

having  large  cities  within  its  borders ; 
the  growth  of  the  grape  industry  which 
established  its  material  prosperity  and 
the  rise  of  the  Chautauqua  Assembly 

which  in  a  still  greater  degree  promoted 
its  material  advancement.  The  beauty 

of  the  lake  and  its  many  attractions 
would  have  been  sufficient  to  draw  many 

to  its  shores.  It  was,  however,  the  an- 

nual meetings  of  the  Assembly  that  at- 
tracted the  great  mass  of  people  to  visit 

it,  and  that  gave  it  its  world  wide  fame. 

During  its  twenty-nine  seasons  of  meet- 
ings it  had  been  visited  by  Presidents, 

the  Governor  General  of  Canada, States- 

men, Governors  and  Generals,  its  audi- 
ences had  been  addressed  by  some  of 

the  most  eminent  men  of  the  land,  and 

of  the  day.    Audiences  that  were  im- 



LAST  PERIOD  CONCLUDED. 
305 

mense,  that  Joseph  Jefiferson  said  were 
so  large  as  to  apall  him.  Besides  those 
who  actually  attended  Chautauqua, more 
than  ten  thousand  Chautauqua  Home 

reading  circles  were  formed  and  nearly 
a  million  people  availed  themselves  of 
their  benefits.  To  nearly  every  country 
in  the  world  has  the  Chautauqua  idea 

(originated  upon  our  lake)  been  carried. 

People  everywhere  have  been  made  fa- 
miliar with  the  name  of  our  lake.  It 

has  been  adopted  not  only  as  the  name 
for  other  assemblies,  offsprings  of  our 

own,  but  as  the  name  for  other  descrip- 
tions of  places  besides. 

We  cannot  better  conclude  the  annals 

of  the  first  century  of  our  county  than 
with  some  account  of  the  general  racial 
character  of  its  inhabitants  and  of  their 

distribution  through  the  county.    It  will 

always  be  interesting  to  know  whence 
came   the   people   who   inhabited  our 
county  during  the  first  century  of  its 
history.     The   first   colonists   have  a 

strong  influence  in  fixing  the  character- 
istics of  their  descendants  for  genera- 

tions.    The    leading   pioneer  himself 

leaves  a  deep  impression  upon  his  com- 
munity.    His  ideas  and  methods  are 

generally  long  followed.     James  and 
John   McMahan   furnish   instances  of 

this  kind.    It  was  through  their  influ- 
ence that  the  first  settlers  emigrated 

from    Pennsylvania     and  established 
themselves   around  Westfield.  These 

early  settlers  came  from  Northumber- 
land and  the  counties  along  the  Susque- 

hanna river  near  the  center  and  in  the 

eastern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  some  were 
of  German  but  they  were  generally  of 
Irish    descent,    descendants  generally 
from  the  Protestant  Irish  families  that 

had  emigrated  from  the  County  Down, 
Ireland.    The  McMahans  were  of  Irish 

parentage.    These  Pennsylvanians  were 
an  industrious,  rehable   and  religious 

people,  and  their  characteristics  are  still 

to  be  seen  in  many  of  their  descendants, 

not  only  in  Westfield  but  in  other  of 

the  earliest  settled  parts  of  the  county. 
The  first  who  came  were  emigrants 
from  the  Eastern  part  of  Pennsylvania, 

among  them  were  David  Eason,  Low 
Minegar,  and  Thomas  McClintock. 
These  were  the  earliest  settlers  at  Fre- 
donia.  The  same  is  true  of  Captain 

James  Dun  who  first  settled  at  Port- 
land. 

In  the  south  part  of  the  county  John 
Frew  and  Thomas  Russell  in  Carroll 
and  Robert  Russell  of  Kiantone  all 

came  from  that  state  and  all  of  Irish 

parentage  from  the  County  Down. 
Those  who  came  from  Northumber- 

land, Montour  and  Lycoming  and  other 

eastern  and  central  counties  of  Penn- 
sylvania after  ascending  the  west 

branch  of  the  Susquehanna  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Sinnemahoning,  would  voyage  up 
that  river  to  its  source  near  the  head 

waters  of  the  Allegheny,  cross  the  port- 
age to  the  latter  river,  descend  it  to 

Warren,  and  then  ascend  the  Conewan- 
go  to  Chautauqua  County. 

The  earliest  settlements  in  the  south 

part  of  the  county  were  made  at  Ken- 
nedy in  the  town  of  Poland,  and  at 

Worksburg  (now  Falconer)  in  the 
town  of  Ellicott  by  Pennsylvanians. 
Dr.  Thomas  R.  Kennedy  although  he 
never  became  a  resident  of  the  county 
may  be  said  to  have  been  the  founder 

of  Kennedyville.  Edwin  Work  was 

the  founder  of  Worksburg.  A  friend- 

ship and  certain  business  relation- 
ship existed  between  these  men.  They 

both  came  from  Meadville.  Work  was 

born  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania.  He 
studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 

and  subsequently  was  the  Prosecuting 
x\ttorney  there.  He  married  Mrs.  Jane 

Cameron,  the  widow  of  Joseph  Camer- 
on. He  was  a  man  of  enterprise  and 

ability  and  integrity.  He  caused  mills 
to  be  built  at  Worksburg,  roads  and 

bridges  to  be  constructed  three  years 

before  any  settlement  was  made  at 

Jamestown. 
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When  almost  the  only  travel  was 
made  by  Indian  trails,  keel  boats  and 
canoes  on  Chautauqua  Lake  and  the 
larger  streams  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  the  county,  he  constructed  keel 

boats  at  his  mill  for  the  transportation 
of  salt  from  Mayville  to  Pittsburg  and 
for  other  purposes.  Work  ran  lumber 
from  his  mills  to  New  Orleans  as  he  had 

done  before  from  the  Kennedy  mills.  He 

shipped  bales  of  cotton  when  he  arrived 
at  Natchez,  and  sold  his  boats  at  New 
Orleans  for  lumber  for  more  than  their 

cost.  He  may  be  said  to  be  the  pioneer 
of  the  southern  part  of  the  county  as 
McMahan  had  been  of  the  northern 

towns.  Worksburg  was  for  several 
years  the  most  important  settlement  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  county  as  the 
Cross  roads  had  been  in  its  northern 

part.  The  first  settlers  of  Poland  and 

Ellicott  through  the  influence  of  Ken- 
nedy and  Work  like  those  of  the  Cross 

roads  came  from  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  not  from  the  Susquehanna 

region  in  the  east  part  of  the  state  but 
from  Meadville  and  vicinity  in  Western 
Pennsylvania.  Among  these  pioneers 
were  Wilson,  Culbertson,  George  W. 
Fenton,  the  father  of  Governor  Fenton, 

Ross  and  other  well  known  pioneers. 

Many  of  the  settlers  from  Western 

Pennsylvania  or  their  immediate  ances- 
tors originally  had  their  homes  in 

Northumberland  and  other  counties  on 

the  Susquehanna  and  most  often  had  a 
Protestant  Irish  parentage. 

But  it  was  only  for  a  few  of  the  first 
years  that  settlement  was  chiefly  from 
Pennsylvania.  The  migrations  of  men 

have  been  generally  from  the  East  to- 
wards the  West  with  a  strong  tendency 

to  follow  lines  of  latitude,  and  this  law 

was  substantially  observed  in  the  sub- 
sequent settlement  of  our  county.  For 

nearly  fifty  years  after  the  first  begin- 
ning of  settlement,  immigrants  came 

here  almost  entirely  from  the  middle 
and  eastern  counties  of  New  York  and 

from  the  New  England  States.  The 

pioneers  of  the  middle  and  a  portion  of 
the  eastern  counties  of  New  York  in 

accordance  with  the  law  of  migration 
had  come  from  the  county  immediately 
to  the  eastward.  So  it  is  that  the  set- 

tlers of  Chautauqua  County  for  a  period 
of  fifty  of  its  earliest  years  were  mainly 
of  New  England  extraction.  The  most 

enterprising  people  of  all  European 
countries  have  been  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain.  Of  our  own  earliest 

pioneers  many  also  were  from  the  Brit- 
ish Isles,  Irishmen,  Scotchmen  and  Eng- 

lishmen. Alexander  Cochran,  a  Protes- 
tant or  Scotch  Irishman  from  the  north 

of  Ireland  was  the  first  settler  of  Ripley, 

Alexander  Findley,  an  Irishman,  from 

Pennsylvania,  was  the  first  settler  of 
Mina. 

When  the  frontier  period  had  come 

to  a  close  by  the  organization  of  Chau- 
tauqua as  a  separate  county  in  the  year 

1811,  the  places  that  have  now  proved 
to  be  the  most  important  points  in  the 

county  had  all  been  selected  and  settled 
including  Westfield,  Fredonia  and 

Jamestown.  The  population,  influence 
and  wealth  of  these  three  towns  indicate 

the  foresight  and  good  judgment  of 
their  founders,  Col.  James  McMahan, 

Judge  Zattu  Gushing  and  Judge  James 
Prendergast. 

Judge  James  Prendergast,  Colonel 

James  McMahan  and  Judge  Zattu  Gush- 

ing, three  leading:  pioneers  of  these  dif- 
ferent and  distinct  parts  of  the  county, 

besides  having  broader  and  more  com- 
prehensive views  as  to  the  direction  in 

which  the  development  of  the  county 

would  tend,  were  possessed  of  more 
means  than  most  of  the  early  settlers, 

and  could  therefore  proceed  with  more 
deliberation  and  care  in  choosing  the 

spot  at  which  to  stake  their  fortunes. 
Colonel  McMahan  was  a  surveyor  quite 

familiar  with  the  western  wilderness. 

He  had  traversed  the  county  from  its 
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southern  limits  to  Lake  Erie  as  earlv 

as  1795  with  a  view  to  location,  and 

finally  chose  the  beautiful  farming-  land 
adjacent  to  Westfield  as  presenting-  the 
most  favorable  prospect.  Undoubtedh' 
visions  of  commerce  upon  the  great 
lakes  not  far  from  the  scene  of  his  ven- 

ture influenced  him  in  his  choice.  Judge 
Gushing  also  passed  through  the  county 

in  1798  or  1799  on  his  way  to  Presque 
Isle,  to  superintend  the  Iniilding  of  the 

ship  ''Good  Intent,"  and  again  on  his 
return  east.  He  selected  his  home  on 

the  Ganadaway,  in  the  fine  lands  around 
Fredonia,  as  ofifering  the  greatest 
promise  to  one  who  would  choose  a 
home  on  the  frontier.  He  was  no  doubt 

influenced  in  his  choice  by  similar  con- 
siderations to  those  that  governed  Gol- 

onel  McMahan.  Judge  Prendergast, 

who  as  early  as  1794  or  1795,  traveled 
extensively  in  the  Southwest,  having 

visited  the  Spanish  country  of  Xorthern 

Louisiana,  and  again,  in  1805,  jour- 

neyed through  Pennsylvania  to  Ten- 
nessee, with  a  view  to  settlement  in 

that  state,  had  at  last  explored  the  reg- 
ion around  Ghautauqua  Lake  and  along 

the  Gonewango,  saw  in  the  magnificent 
forests  of  Southern  Ghautauqua  a 

source  of  wealth.  He  saw  also  a  pros- 
pect of  its  immediate  realization  in  the 

Allegheny  and  its  tributaries,  which  of- 

fered the  facilities  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  lumber  manufactured  at  their 

sources  to  the  great  market  which  he 

perceived  was  destined  to  grow  up  in 

the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

He  undoubtedly  was  also  influenced 

in  his  choice  of  a  location  by  the  facili- 
ties for  manufacturing  offered  by  the 

excellent  water  power  at  the  foot  of  the 
lake,  which  seemed  then  even  better 

than  now.  For  the  forests,  which  then 

covered  all  the  region  that  supplied  the 
lake  with  water,  shielded  the  surface 

from  evaporation,  rendering  the  dis- 
charge more  copious  and  constant  than 

in  late  years.  The  result  of  his  venture 
justified  his  choice. 

To  do  justice  to  the  judgment  of  the 
])ioneers  who  did  not  seem  to  be  so  for- 

tunate in  the  selection  of  locations  for 

settlement  we  must  take  into  consider- 
ation the  situation  as  it  then  existed  and 

appeared.  A  dense  forest  of  trees  of 
the  largest  growth  covered  almost  everv 
acre  of  land.  Glearing  away  this  . great 
forest  and  converting  the  tall  trees  into 

luml^er  was  the  constant  labor  to  be  per- 
formed. There  was  then  no  machinery 

or  power  known  by  which  this  great 
work  could  be  accomplished,  except  by 
the  narrow  ax,  and  the  power  of  human 
muscles.  To  accomplish  this  gigantic 

work  through  these  simple  means  would 

now  appall  the  stoutest  workmen.  The 
scientific  skill  of  the  backwoodsman  onlv 

made  it  possible.  His  knowledge  of  the 

forest  and  of  the  forces  required  to  sub- 

due it  and  his  abilit)-  to  apply  them, 
his  consummate  skill  in  the  use  of  the 
ax  made  him  in  a  true  sense  a  skilled 

workman.  In  a  few  generations  his  will 
be  a  lost  art,  and  it  will  be  a  subject 

of  wonder  how  such  a  great  w^ork  by 
such  simple  means  could  have  been  ac- 

complished, as  it  now  is  of  speculation 
how  the  pyramids  could  have  been  built 

and  the  great  edifices  of  antiquity  erect- 
ed. 

As  lumbering  and  clearing  the  land 

w^as  the  chief  vocation,  lakes  and  water 

courses  large  and  small  were  the  prin- 
ciple circumstances  determining  what 

points  were  longest  to  continue  busi- 
ness centers.  These  afforded  the  only 

power  then  in  use  for  manufacturing, 

particularly  lumber,  and  also  the  best 
channels  for  transportation  and  travel. 
Steam  as  a  motive  power  was  not  then 

in  use.  Robert  Fulton's  steamboat, 
the  Glermont,  made  its  first  trip  on  the 
Hudson  in  1807.  The  navigation  of  the 

waters  by  steam  then  seemed  to  en- 
hance the  importance  of  harbors  and 

water  courses.    Not  until  pretty  nearly 
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fifty  years  after  the  first  settlement  of 
the  county  did  railroads  come  to  it  to 
revolutionize  transportation  and  travel, 

changing  business  centers.  The  Hol- 
land Land  Company  deemed  Mayville, 

at  the  head  of  Chautauqua  Lake  and  at 
the  head  of  the  navigation  of  river 
courses  to  the  Mississippi  Valley  and 
also  at  the  termination  of  the  Short 

Portage  to  Lake  Erie,  to  be  the  place 
of  importance  in  the  county  as  it  did 
the  harbor  at  Barcelona  at  the  opposite 
termination  of  the  portage,  and  the 
small  harbor  at  Cattaraugus  Creek. 

These  three  places  were  regarded  as  the 

principal  points  of  consequence.  So 
much  so  that  they  were  the  only  places 
in  the  county  that  the  company  saw  fit 
to  survey  into  village  lots.  Silver  Creek 
was  undoubtedly  selected  for  its  harbor 
and  water  power.  For  the  latter  reason 
Forestville,  Worksburgh,  Kennedy  and 
Frewsburg  were  chosen  for  settlement 

as  was  Sinclairville  by  its  pioneer  Sam- 
uel Sinclear.  He  thought  also  that  its 

proximity  to  what  he  believed  would 

sometime  be  an  important  highway  ex- 
tending eastward  and  westward  between 

the  county  seats  of  the  southern  tier  of 
counties  of  the  state  to  be  intersected 

at  or  near  Sinclairville  by  another  im- 
portant highway  extending  between 

Buffalo  and  Pittsburg  would  make  it  a 
place  of  some  note.  For  similar  reasons 
the  crossing  at  the  Portage  road  had 

much  influence  in  establishing  the  loca- 
tion of  the  first  settlement  of  the  county 

at  Westfield. 

The  county  organized  and  settlement 

made  at  all  of  its  principal  points,  emi- 
gration was  continued  from  Eastern 

New  York  and  the  New  England  States 
with  great  vigor.  It  continued  almost 
exclusively  from  that  portion  of  the 
country  for  quite  forty  years  and  until 

the  county  had  gained  three-fifths  of  its 
present  population.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  it  was  inhabited  by  people  almost 

entirely  of  New  England  and  EngHsh 

extraction.  During  that  period  the  im- 
migrants came  in  independently  of  each 

other,  and  in  single  families.  Sometimes 

it  would  happen  that  the  inhabitants  of 

a  neighborhood  came  from  a  single  lo- 
cality in  the  East. 

The  pioneers  of  the  town  of  Gerry 

were  principally  from  the  state  of  Ver- 
mont. Windham  County  in  that  state 

furnished  the  greatest  number.  The 

principal  settled  portion  of  the  town 

was  known  as  "Vermont  Settlement." 
The  name  of  the  postoffice  at  Gerry  was 

for  many  years  ''Vermont."  The  first 
Vermonters  to  come  were  William  Al- 
verson,  Porter  Phelps,  Hezekiah  Myres 
and  Hezekiah  Catlin.  They  came  in 

1 815,  many  Vermonters  followed  dur- 
ing the  succeeding  years. 

Of  the  present  citizens  of  the  town  a 

much  greater  number  are  from  that 
state  and  of  their  descendants  of  Ver- 

mont than  reside  in  any  other  town  in 

the  county.  Many  of  the  early  settlers 

of  Ellicott  and  the  adjacent  towns,  par- 

ticularly Jamestown,  came  from  Ver- 
mont. Wardsboro,  Windham  County, 

Vermont,  was  the  birth  place  of  many 
of  the  most  prominent  early  settlers  of 

Jamestown. 
A  great  number  of  the  early  settlers 

of  the  town  of  Ellery  came  from  the 

Mohawk  Valley,  and  the  eastern  coun- 
ties of  the  state  of  New  York.  They 

were  sturdy  and  determined  Whigs 
during  the  Revolution.  They  trace 

their  lineage  back  to  Holland  and  Ger- 
many. Many  of  the  names  of  residents 

on  Pickard  Street,  and  in  the  eastern 

and  northern  parts  of  the  town  indicate 
their  Holland  descent.  Among  these 

are  the  Strunks,  Stoms,  Louckses,  Yon- 
kers,  Pickards,  Beckers,  Overockers, 
Klocks,  Vanderwacks,  Hollenbecks  and 
Hardenbergers.  A,  C.  Pickard,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  lawyers  of  the 
county  is  of  this  lineage. 

Several  small  colonies  of  English  ear- 
ly settled  in  the  county.    The  literature 
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and  the  language,  the  laws  and  the  tra- 
ditions of  England  are  so  like  those  of 

America  that  the  few  distinctive  char- 

acteristics of  these  superior  people  dis- 
appear more  quickly  than  those  of  any 

other  country.  A  large  portion  of  the 
settlers  of  the  northeast  part  of  the  town 
of  Mina  and  the  northwest  part  of  the 
town  of  Sherman  were  Englishmen, 
many  of  them  from  the  County  of  Kent. 
They  began  to  settle  in  the  county  about 

the  year  1823.  Among  those  English 

pioneers  were  James  Ottaway,  the  an- 
cestor of  A.  B.  Ottaway,  one  of  the 

ablest  and  best  known  lawyers  in  the 

county,  William  Relf,  Edward  Cham- 
bers, Edward  Barden,  Thomas  Cove- 

ney,  William  Mayborn,  Benjamin  Boor- 
man,  John  Thorp  and  Richard  Bass. 

In  Charlotte  there  were  many  Eng- 
lish families.  The  street  leading  from 

Sinclairville  to  Cherry  Creek  was  first 
settled  by  families  principally  from  the 
South  of  England.  Samuel  Hurley  was 
the  pioneer,  he  came  as  early  as  1817. 
Abraham  Reynolds  next  came  in  181 9 
direct  from  London.  Twice  he  walked 
from  Charlotte  to  New  York.  Robert 

LeGreys  came  in  1819,  John  Thorn  in 

1834,  and  in  1836  John  Reed  from  De- 
vonshire, Richard  Brock,  Thomas  D. 

Spiking  and  Thomas  Thompson  came 
later.  The  street  leading  north  from 

the  Center  to  Arkwright  was  also  large- 
ly settled  by  Englishmen  wholly  from 

Yorkshire  in  the  North  of  England, 

among  them  Thomas  Pearson,  ances- 
tor of  Arthur  C.  Wade,  the  well  known 

lawyer  of  Jamestown.  WilHam  Wright 
and  Thomas  Dickinson  came  together 

in  a  ship  from  Hull  and  settled  on  this 
street.  William  Hilton  in  1830;  his  son 

John  has  been  a  director  on  the  Erie 

railway.  The  descendants  of  these  Eng- 
lishmen and  many  others  who  came 

later,  constitute  a  large  and  substantial 

portion  of  the  population  of  the  town. 
Englishmen  early  settled  in  other  parts 
of  the  county. 

About  twenty  years  after  the  selec- 
tion of  Jamestown  for  settlement  by 

James  Prendergast,  there  came  from 
the  Midland  counties  of  England  the 
Wilson  and  Bootey  famiHes  and  settled 
at  Jamestown  on  the  Southeast  side  of 
the  Chadakoin,  and  cleared  the  land  on 

what  is  now  known  as  English  Hill  with- 
in the  bounds  of  the  city  of  Jamestown. 

John  T.  Wilson  of  the  Wilson  family, 
long  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and 
respected  citizens  of  Jamestown,  and 
the  late  Edward  R.  Bootey  of  the 

Bootey  family,  one  of  the  most  able  and 

esteemed  lawyers  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty, were  both  l)orn  in  Jamestown.  Lat- 
er on  and  prior  to  1840,  there  came  from 

England  William  and  Charles  Mace, 

John  Spring,  John  Armitage  and  oth- 
ers. In  1843,  William  Broadhcad,  who 

has  contributed  more  to  the  prosperity 

and  advancement  of  Jamestown  than 

anyone  now  living,  came  direct  from 
Yorkshire  in  England ;  he  was  followed 

the  next  year  by  his  father  and  Thomas 
Sunderland  who  selected  Busti  for  their 

homes,  and  soon  after  the  Northrups, 

Lords  and  Jabez  Whitley,  who  also  set- 
tled in  Busti.  Eurther  additions  of  Eng- 

lishmen were  made  in  the  fifties  and  six- 

ties. These  were  mostly  from  Lanca- 

shire and  they  largely  settled  in  Sugar- 
grove  and  Youngs ville,  Pennsylvania. 
Soon  after  the  Civil  War  the  manufac- 

turing industries  of  Jamestown  called 
Englishmen  from  the  manufacturing 

districts  of  England.  Early  in  the  sev- 
enties many  more  Englishmen  came  to 

take  a  principal  part  in  estabUshing  the 
great  textile  industries  of  that  city. 

Among  them  were  the  families  of  Jos- 
eph Turner,  Edward  Appleyard,  Joseph 

Appleyard,  Edward  Pickles,  Edward 

Cawley,  Samuel  Briggs,  William 

Briggs,  David  Hilton,  Joseph  Rush- 
worth,  T.  H.  Smith,  Joseph  Metcalf,  R. 

E.  Toothill  and  the  Sedgwick  brothers. 

These  were  supplemented  by  the  fami- 
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Hes  of  David  Brig-gs — Riley,  Fred  and 
Charlie ;  by  the  Riishworths — Abram, 

Isaac,  Jacob  and  Benjamin  ;  the  Sunder- 
lands — Timothy,  Walter  C,  and  J.  W. ; 
the  Butterfields — James  W.,  Samuel, 
Wrothwell ;  the  Hartleys,  Huntingtons, 
Kays,  Grahams,  Greenwoods,  Greers, 
Ackroyds,  Ashworths,  Ashwells,  Hines, 

Sharps,  Barretts,  Firths,  Daveys,  Walk- 
ers, Jewetts,  \  arleys,  Crossleys,  Lees, 

Wilds,  Spencers  and  Halls  giving  to 

Jamestown  a  numerous  addition  of  stir- 

ling-  thrifty  citizens  of  moral  character 
and  intellectual  force,  leaders  in  society 
and  church  affiliation  as  also  directors 
in  business  circles.  There  are  now  in 

Jamestown  principally  employed  in  its 

textile  manufactories  very  many  of  Eng- 
lish birth,  besides  many  more  of  their 

descendants. 

A  few  Frenchmen  early  came  to 
Chautauqua  County.  Quite  a  number 
of  French  families  settled  in  the  north- 

ern part  of  the  town  of  Charlotte,  and 
a  few  in  other  parts  of  the  county,  but 
at  no  time  have  the  French  exceeded 
one  hundred  in  number.  Of  those  who 

settled  in  Charlotte  John  Cardot  came 
in  1828  or  1829.  In  1833  Mr.  Tackley, 

Peter  Belandret,  Mr.  Landers,  Joseph 
Gillett  and  families,  Lewis  and  John 

Simmons  and  afterwards  John  and  Aug- 
ust Boquin  and  Nestor  Lamblin  and 

families  came.  They  were  all  substan- 
tial and  reliable  citizens. 

Irishmen  were  among  the  earliest 

pioneers.  At  first  they  came  independ- 
ent of  each  other,  and  were  scattered 

among  the  different  settlements  of  the 

county.  About  the  year  1836,  thev  came 
in  large  numbers  and  more  in  a  body  to 
work  upon  the  New  York  and  Erie 

railroad,  then  in  process  of  construc- 
tion. About  fourteen  miles  of  the  road 

was  built  by  them  from  Dunkirk  into 

the  town  of  Arkwright,  when  the  work 
was  suspended  and  this  portion  of  the 
road  abandoned.  Theirs  was  the  first 

work  performed  in  building  a  railroad 

in  Chautauqua  County.  The  result  of 
their  labor  is  still  to  be  seen  in  the  old 

and  partly  obliterated  "cuts  and  fills" 
and  stone  culverts  that  were  constructed 

along  the  line  of  this  piece  of  abandoned 

road.  Many  of  these  Irishmen  after- 
ward became  citizens  of  Villenova,  Ark- 

wright and  Charlotte. 
By  the  census  of  1845,  the  population 

of  the  county  was  forty-six  thousand 
five  hundred  forty-eight,  nearly  all  of 
American  birth,  and  almost  entirely  of 

I)ritish  descent,  much  the  greater  num- 
1)er  having  been  born  in  New  York,  or 
in  the  New  England  States.  Perhaps 

twenty-five  hundred  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  county  were  of  foreign  birth  and 
of  these  almost  all  were  from  the  Brit- 

ish Isles.  There  were  a  few  Germans 

and  k^renchmen,  and  scarcely  one  from 
any  other  country  of  Europe.  Never 
have  the  ])eople  of  the  county  been  so 

purely  of  British  extraction  since  then. 
In  1845  il  was  seldom  that  a  person 
could  be  found  who  had  come  from 

Continental  Europe,  or  could  speak  any 

other  than  the  English  language.  When 

it  happened  it  was  regarded  as  a  notable 
circumstance. 

Soon  after  the  year  1845,  there  began 
to  set  in  from  European  countries  to 

the  county  a  great  tide  of  immigra- 
tion which  has  continued  without  inter- 

ruption until  the  present  time.  The 
first  to  come  were  Hollanders.  They 

came  to  the  town  of  Clymer.  About 

the  year  1844,  was  the  beginning  of 
their  settlement  in  that  town,  and  now 

a  large  percentage  of  its  population  are 
of  Holland  stock.  These  citizens  retain 

in  a  marked  degree  the  characteristics, 
manners  and  customs  of  the  parent 

country.  The  impress  of  original  na- 
tionality is  likely  to  remain  longer  with 

their  descendants  than  with  the  de- 
scendants of  any  other  people  in  the county. 

In  1844  Chris  Naber  with  his  family 
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of  eight  persons  settled  in  the  town  of 
Clymer.  In  July,  1845,  WilHam  Willink 
including  his  son  John  H.,  then  fifteen 
years  of  age,  now  a  wellknown  citizen 
of  Clymer  and  others  and  their  families, 

in  all  twenty-five  persons.  These  per- 
sons who  came  in  1844  and  1845,  were 

the  first  Hollanders  to  settle  in  Clymer. 
They  were  followed  by  other  famihes 
of  Hollanders.  Garrett  Slotboom  after 

serving  his  time  in  the  Dutch  army  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  John  Huytinck,  and 

came  from  Holland  to  Clymer  in  1850. 
Peter  Kooman  was  born  near  Antwern, 

Holland,  came  to  Bufifalo  in  1847,  and 
to  Clymer  about  1858.  John  Kooman, 

born  in  Holland,  is  a  merchant  of  Cly- 
mer. The  Hollanders  are  industrious, 

honest  and  frugal  citizens,  and  now 
they  and  their  descendants  number  a 

very  large  part  of  the  population  of  that 
town.  In  1852  a  Dutch  Reformed  church 
was  built  on  Clymer  Hill,  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  Wilhelm  Duneweld. 

John  Wiggins  taught  their  first  school. 
John  A.  Slotboom  was  born  in  Holland, 
came  with  his  father  Garrett  Slotboom 

to  Clymer  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  that  town.  He  enlisted  in 
the  One  Hundred  Twelfth  New  York 

Regiment  and  served  during  the  Civil 
War,  and  was  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor. 
After  the  war  he  went  into  trade  as  a 

merchant  in  Clymer.  He  was  the  first 
Hollander  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  also  the  first  elected  Supervisor 

of  that  town.  John  H.  WilHnk  was  the 

first  Hollander  chosen  Highway  Com- 
missioner of  Clymer,  John  Kooman  the 

first  Town  Clerk,  and  William  Slotboom 
the  first  Collector. 

No  people  have  occasion  to  take 
more  pride  in  their  ancestry  than  those 
who  can  trace  their  lineage  directly  or 
indirectly  back  to  Holland.  New  York 

is  the  only  state  in  the  Union  that  was 

principally  settled  by  the  people  of  that 

country.  There  is  much  of  the  state 

that  has  pleasing  remembrances  of  this 

interesting  country.  In  New  York  City, 
along  the  Hudson,  at  Albany  and  in  the 
Mohawk  Valley  live  the  descendants 
of  this  people.  Holland  sympathised 
with  America  in  her  struggle  for  In- 

dependence. Soon  after  the  Revolution 
when  it  was  known  as  the  RepubHc 
I'atavia  eleven  staid  merchants  of  the 
city  of  Amsterdam  had  such  faith  in  our 

Repu1)lican  form  of  government  which 
at  that  time  was  regarded  by  most  of  the 

civilized  world  as  but  a  visionary  ,  ex- 
periment, as  to  invest  a  large  sum  of 

money  in  the  wild  lands  of  the  western 

part  of  this  state.  They  constituted 
what  is  known  as  the  Holland  Land 

Company.  Thereafter  for  many  years 
the  interests  of  this  company  were  most 
intimately  blended  with  the  history  of 
our  county.  Theophilus  Cazenove, 
Paul  Busti,  and  John  J.  Vanderkemp, 
natives  or  citizens  of  Holland  were  the 

earliest  agents  for  the  disposition  of  its 
lands. 

With  the  building  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
road, beginning  about  the  year  1849, 

began  a  still  greater  irruption  of  for- 
eigners into  the  county.  Dunkirk  was 

the  objective  point.  The  Irish  were  the 
first  on  the  ground,  but  were  closely 

followed  by  the  Germans.  The  immi- 
grants from  both  of  these  countries 

were  mostly  poor.  The  greater  part 

became  permanent  residents.  Except- 

ing the  English,  no  foreigners  have  be- 
come so  quickly  and  thoroughly  Amer- 

icanized as  the  Irish  and  Germans. 

They  readily  adopt  American  customs, 
quickly  comprehend  the  free  principles 

of  government  and  learn  to  conserva- 

tively apply  them.  The  Germans  gener- 
ally came  to  escape  from  the  oppressior 

of  military  government  of  the  Old 

Country.  They  were  usually  well  edu- 
cated in  the  common  branches  of  learn- 

inp".  Thev  cultivate  domestic  virtues 

and  civiHzed  tastes  and  are  most  peace- 

ful, law-abiding,  industrious  and  intelli- 

gent people. 
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Small  countries  like  Greece,  Switzer- 
land, Holland,  Transvaal  and  Ireland 

have  1)een  the  cradles  of  liberty.  Ire- 
land is  famous  for  the  free andindepend- 

ent  spirit  of  its  people.  We  have  found 
them  in  all  lands,  on  the  frontiers  of 
civilization  and  in  the  armies  of  every 

nation.  Although  the  Irishman  is  al- 
ways true  to  the  flag  of  the  country  in 

which  he  lives,  particularly  of  the  United 
States,  he  never  forgets  the  old  sod, 

and  is  never  ashamed  that  he  is  an  Irish- 
man. The  descendants  of  the  Irish  and 

Germans  who  settled  in  Dunkirk  are 

among  its  leading  citizens  and  most  en- 
terprising business  men. 

After  the  Irish  and  Germans  came 

the  Swedes.  Jamestown  was  then  the 

objective  point.  Three  young  women 
from  Sweden  came  to  Jamestown  in 

1849.  Oi"^^  afterward  became  the  wife 
of  Frank  Peterson,  one  Mrs.  Otto  Pet- 

erson, and  the  third  went  farther  to  the 
West.  These  were  the  first  Swedes  to 

settle  in  the  county,  the  forerunners  of 
the  thousands  that  came  afterwards.  It 

-is  said  that  Samuel  Johnson  and  An- 
drew Peterson,  and  some  others  came 

the  same  year.  The  first  child  of  Swed- 
ish parents  born  in  the  county  was  a 

daughter  of  Andrew  Peterson.  It  died 
in  infancy.  Theodore,  son  of  Samuel 
Johnson,  born  December  29,  1851,  was 
the  first  male  child  born  of  Swedish 

parentage  in  the  county.  Since  1849 

the  immigration  from  Sweden  to  this 

county  has  been  very  great.  James- 
town is  the  principal  place  of  Swedish 

settlement,  as  Dunkirk  in  the  north  part 

of  the  county  is  now  the  principal  home 
of  the  Irish,  the  Germans  and  the  Poles, 

Fredonia,  Westfield  and  Silver  Creek  of 

the  Italians.  More  than  one-third  of 

the  population  of  Jamestown  are  Swedes 

or  of  Swedish  parentage.  A  large  per- 

centage of  the  inhabitants  of  the  south- 
ern towns  of  EUicott,  Carroll,  Kiantone, 

Rusti,   EUery,    Chautauqua,  Harmony 

and  Ellington,  and  of  the  town  of  Pom- 
fret  are  natives  of  Sweden. 

The  Swedes  are  very  energetic  and 

capable.  They  engage  with  success  in 
all  pursuits  as  farmers,  laborers,  mer- 

chants, manufacturers,  teachers,  law- 
yers and  physicians  and  have  held  many 

public  and  official  positions  in  the  coun- 
ty. The  present  Mayor  of  the  city  of 

Jamestown,  Emil  Johnson,  is  a  Swede. 
The  people  of  this  nationality  at  length 
became  so  numerous  that  in  1874  a 

Swedish  newspaper,  the  "Folkets  Rost" 

(People's  Voice),  was  established  in 
Jamestown  by  Olof  A.  Olson  and  oth- 

ers. It  has  been  published  in  the  Swed- 

ish language  under  different  names  un- 
til the  present  time.  The  Swedes  have 

established  many  religious  organiza- 
tions and  have  built  many  churches. 

The  first  was  the  Swedish  M.  E.  church. 

It  was  organized  in  1852  and  a  church 
built.  They  have  established  libraries 

and  many  societies  for  educational  im- 
provement and  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Gustavus  Adolphus  Orphanage  or 

home  for  orphan  children  was  organ- 
ized and  incorporated  in  1884.  The 

Home  owns  87  acres  of  land  in  East 

Jamestown  and  a  brick  four  story  build- 
ing, which  with  outbuildings  is  worth 

forty  thousand  dollars.  August  J.  Lind- 
blad  who  has  been  a  director  and  its 

secretary  for  many  years  has  been  one 
of  the  most  zealous  and  faithful  workers 

for  the  Home.  By  the  census  of  1855 

there  were  four  hundred  fifty-three  per- 

sons born  in  Sweden  ;  in  1900  the  na- 

tives of  Sweden  in  the  county  had  in- 

creased in  number  to  seventy-one  hun- 

dred fifty-one. 
By  the  census  of  1855,  there  were  but 

five  Danes  in  the  county.  The  first  to 

arrive  in  Chautaucjua  County  was  M.  P. 

Jacobson  of  Jamestown  in  1854.  He 
came  from  Bornholm,  an  island  of  the 

Baltic.  He  was  a  carriage  maker  and 

blacksmith  by  trade.    He  was  followed 
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313 by  L.  H.  Tideman,  a  carriage  and  sign 
painter,  and  later  by  A.  C.  Holmes. 

John  and  Nicholas  Romer  were  promi- 
nent among  the  early  Danes.  They 

came  in  the  early  sixties  to  Jamestown 
and  entered  into  the  employ  of  Charles 
Jeffords  in  the  manufacture  of  axes. 

Nicholas  was  foreman  of  the  factory. 
They  afterwards  established  an  exten- 

sive model  ax  factory  in  Dunkirk.  C. 
C.  Beck  came  to  Jamestown  in  1864  and 
estabHshed  the  first  ice  industry  of  that 

city.  He  also  engaged  in  the  building 
of  steam  and  other  boats  on  Chautau- 

qua Lake,  For  several  years  nearly  all 
the  boats  upon  the  lake  were  built  by 
him. 

The  manufacture  of  furniture  being 

one  of  the  principal  industries  of  James- 
town, the  most  of  the  Danes  were  cabi- 

net makers  by  trade.  Charles  Ipson 
who  came  to  Jamestown  in  1866,  started 
as  foreman  of  the  Jamestown  Bedstead 

Company  and  became  its  superintend- 
ent and  first  vice-president.  He  is  a 

leading  Dane,  and  is  very  influential 
among  his  countrymen,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 

city  of  Jamestown  for  ten  years.  A.  P. 
Olson  and  John  Love  constitute  the 
firm  of  A.  P.  Olson  &  Co.,  parlor  table 
manufacturers.  Prominent  among  the 

Danish  citizens  are  John  Bestrup,  Chris- 
tian Greenlund,  John  and  James  Saun- 
ders, James  Holmes,  J.  V/.  Johnson,  C. 

C.  Pedersen,  M.  C.  Holmes  and  Peter 

Dreyer.  John  Kofod,  blacksmith,  serv- 
ed several  years  as  trustee  of  the  village 

of  Jamestown  and  with  a  partner  es- 
tablished the  second  ax  factory  in  that 

city. 

The  Danes  of  Jamestown  with  but 

few  exceptions  came  from  the  island  of 
Bornholm  in  the  Baltic.  But  few  Danes 

outside  of  Jamestown  reside  in  Chau- 

tauqua County.  Of  those  George  Rask 

of  Frewsburg  and  'Kofoed  Brothers, 

lounge  and  par^r  furniture  manufac- 
turers of  Silver  Creek,  and  also  James 

Kofoed  and  Oley  Lawson  who  early 
came  to  Sinclairville  should  be  men- 

tioned. Victor  Holmes  and  Jacob  Riis 
were  distinguished  citizens  among  the 
Danes  of  Jamestown. 
The  Danes  have  organized  various 

social  and  religious  societies,  and  are 
intelligent,  industrious  and  law-abiding 
citizens.  According  to  the  census  of 
1900,  three  hundred  sixteen  residents  of 
the  county  are  natives  of  Denmark. 

In  1855  there  were  no  Norwegians  in 
the  county,  by  the  census  of  1900  there 
were  only  twenty.  John  A.  Hale  of 
Jamestown  is  said  to  have  been  the  first 
who  came  from  that  country.  Oscar  O. 
Olson  was  born  in  Storhammer,  Nor- 

way, in  1849,  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1872  and  is  prominent  among  them. 

The  Swedes,  the  Danes  and  the  Nor- 

wegians, constituting  the  Scandanavian 
Branch  of  the  Teutonic  Races  are  so 

nearly  related  to  the  Anglo  Saxons  that 
it  makes  it  easy  for  them  to  assimilate 
with,  and  to  become  in  every  sense  of 
the  word  American  citizens. 

Next  after  the  Swedes  came  the  Po- 
landers.  They  settled  in  Dunkirk.  The 
first  to  come  were  Ambrose  Johnson, 

Anthony  Pogorzelski,  Joseph  Fleming 
and  John  Winkler  and  their  families. 
Ambrose  Johnson  is  still  living.  His 

son  Jacob  Johnson  was  educated  at  Fre- 
donia  Normal  school,  has  held  public 

positions,  and  is  now  a  teacher  of  Polish 
and  English  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  In 

1855  there  were  21  Polanders  in  Chau- 
tauqua County.  Later  they  began  to 

come  in  greater  numbers  ;  among  them 
should  be  mentioned  Theodore  Weiss, 

Lawrence  Schilling,  Thomas  Borufka, 

Leopold  Smoczynski,  Valentine  Insior- 
ski  and  Ignatz  Spyre.  Some  who  came 
afterwards  went  farther  west.  In  1875 

there  were  eighty-five  Polish  families  in 

Dunkirk,  and  that  year  St.  Hyacinth's Roman  Catholic  Church  was  erected  at 
a  cost  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  Its 
founders   were   Theodore   Weiss  and 
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Rev.  Father  Carl  Lanz,  Fathers  Rrat- 
kiewicz,  Schneider,  Lebiecki,  Ciszek, 
Zarenczny  and  Klawiter  were  the  first 

pastors.  In  1891  important  additions 
and  alterations  were  made  to  the  church 

building  under  the  rectorship  of  Father 
Klawiter.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
A.  Lex.  In  1902  a  Polish  church  called 

St.  Hedwige  was  built  by  Father  Schultz 
to  accommodate  the  Polish  population 

living  in  the  Fourth  Ward  of  Dunkirk. 

Theodore  Weiss  was  the  leading  Po- 
lander  in  Dunkirk  until  his  decease  in 

1882.  Paul  Weiss,  his  son,  is  now  the 

most  prominent  and  influential  of  its 
Polish  citizens.  He  is  an  alderman  and 

member  of  the  city  council. 

The  Poles  principally  reside  in  Dun- 
kirk and  the  country  roundabout.  They 

are  educating  their  children  and  making 

rapid  progress.  They  are  among  the 
best  farmers  in  the  county ;  through 

their  energy  and  industry  they  are  se- 
curing good  homes.  In  1900  there  were 

one  thousand  twenty-seven  natives  of 
Poland  residing  in  Chautauqua  County, 
and  many  more  descendants. 
The  Polish  language  differs  more 

radically  from  the  English  than  many  of 
the  continental  tongues,  which  renders 
it  difficult  for  a  Polander  to  acquire  our 

English  language  and  explains  in  a 
measure  why  they  are  unable  to  quickly 
assimilate  with  the  y\merican  people 
in  other  respects.  In  one  important 

particular  the  Polander's  experience  has 
been  more  like  that  of  the  Americans 

than  any  that  have  come  here  from 

Europe.  Like  the  people  of  the  LTnited 
States  the  Poles  once  made  a  gallant 

fight  for  independence  but  were  over- 
come by  overwhelming  powers.  That 

struggle  made  them  like  Americans  a 
liberty  loving  people  and  loyal  to  the 
principles  that  Americans  uphold. 

Those  gallant  Poles,  Kosciusko  and  Pu- 
laski, fought  with  Washington  for  Amer- 

ican Independence  entitling  them  to 

the  everlasting  gratitude  of  Americans. 

As  long  as  history  is  written  the  Ameri- 
can and  the  Pole  will  take  a  common 

pride  in  honoring  these  three  great 
names.  The  Polanders  are  accustomed 

to  have  a  grand  celebration  on  the 

third  day  of  May,  to  celebrate  the  adop- 
tion of  a  Polish  constitution  and  the 

birth  of  Kosciusko.  On  these  occasions 

the  name  of  Washington  and  the  prin- 
ciples enunciated  in  the  Declaration  of 

Independence  are  duly  honored  and  ap- 
proved. The  Polish  National  Alliance 

and  other  societies  named  after  Polish 

]:)atriots  take  part  in  this  celebration. 
The  Italians  were  the  last  of  our  for- 

eign born  residents  to  come  to  Chau- 
tauqua County.  With  the  exception  of 

a  very  few  who  resided  in  Dunkirk, 
Westfield  and  perhaps  at  some  other 

places  there  were  none  of  that  national- 
ity residing  in  the  county  previous  to 

1890.  These  few  were  not  common  lab- 
orers but  men  skilled  in  some  trade  or 

vocation.  They  were  usually  intelligent 
and  sometimes  educated  men.  Mr. 

Martignoni  now  of  Dunkirk,  and  Frank 

Potalio  of  Westfield  are  among  the  ear- 
ly Italians.  By  the  census  of  1855  there 

was  not  a  single  Italian  residing  in  the 

county  and  yet  fifty  years  ago  and  be- 

fore that  date  Garibaldi,  the  most  emi--- 
nent  of  ItaHans,  came  to  this  far  West- 

ern country  and  visited  Dunkirk,  as  has 

been  told  at  page  one  hundred  eighty- 
nine  of  this  volume.  An  incident  that 

will  be  of  unfailing  interest  to  the  Italian 

residents  of  our  county  sometime  in  the 

future.  Joseph  Serrone  was  the  first 

Italian  to  establish  a  permanent  resi- 
dence in  Dunkirk.  He  came  in  March, 

1888,  and  established  a  fruit  store  there, 

His  daughter  Lucy  was  the  first  child 

born  of  Italian  parents  in  Dunkirk. 

The  present  Italian  population  first 

Note. — To  Paul  Weiss  I  am  indebted  for  many  of  the  facts  here  stated. 
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began  to  appear  along  the  liiie  of  the 
Lake  Shore  Railroad,  and  settle  about 
the  same  time  in  several  of  the  North- 

ern towns  of  the  county.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1891  Toney  Dolce  and 
Alex  Gentile  came  to  Westfield.  Since 
then  there  has  been  a  constant  influx 

of  this  people  to  that  village.  At  this 
time  there  are  as  many  as  two  hundred 
residents  in  the  town  of  Westfield  who 

work  in  vineyards  and  canning  factories. 
The  Italian  women  work  in  the  fields 

and  canning  factories,  seeming  to  prefer 
it  to  domestic  employment. 

In  1892,  while  the  street  railway  was 
being  constructed  between  Dunkirk  and 
Fredonia,  some  Italian  laborers  from 

Buffalo  were  engaged  in  work  upon  it, 
among  them  Peter  Lauza.  He  brought 
his  family  from  Buffalo  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Fredonia  and  was  the  first 

to  reside  in  Pomfret.  In  1893  relatives 
of  the  Lauzas  and  other  families,  a])out 
ten  families  in  all,  came  from  Buffalo 

with  a  few  others  from  Italy  to  Fre- 
donia. From  that  year  to  the  present 

time  they  have  been  increasing  rapidly 

in  the  vicinity  of  Fredonia,  coming  usu- 
ally upon  the  invitation  of  their  relatives 

who  preceded  them.  In  1894  Peter 

Lauza  was  the  first  to  open  the  new  in- 
dustry of  wine  making  to  the  Italian 

settlers  in  Western  New  York.  This 

wine  industry  is  largely  carried  on  by 
Italians  residing  in  the  county  but 
American  firms  have  also  been  started. 

This  wine  is  made  of  the  pure  grape 
juice  and  allowed  to  ferment  itself. 

This  industry  has  been  so  greatly  de- 
veloped within  recent  years  that  grape 

lands  have  greatly  increased  in  value. 
Antonio  La  Grasso  is  now  at  the  head 

of  a  large  wine  industry  in  Fredonia. 
Pietro  Elardo  and  Antonio  La  Duca 

are  large  manufacturers.  One  hundred 
thousand  dollars  are  probably  invested 
in  the  wine  business  at  and  near  Fre- 

donia. There  are  many  successful  Ital- 
ian farmers  cultivating  lands  in  the 

American  way,  among  them  the  Russo 
1)rothers.  Frank  La  Grasso  has  an  ex- 

tensive macaroni  factorv. 

The  first  to  settle  at  or  near  Brocton 

was  Peter  Rumfolo  and  his  family  and 
brothers.  Rumfolo  came  about  1892 

or  1893.  He  was  followed  by  other 
families  until  now  there  are  about  one 

hundred  Italian  residents  in  that  town, 

among  them  the  two  brothers  Faso  who 
own  an  extensive  wine  cellar.  These 

Italians  are  from  the  island  of  Sicily  and 
arc  all  small  in  stature,  but  one  who  is 

taller  and  larger  than  the  others  whose 
name  is  Paolicckia  and  came  from  Italy 

proper.  His  family  conform  to  the  cus- 
toms of  America  and  he  manages  one 

of  the  largest  grape  farms  in  the  vicinity 
and  is  successful  in  the  wine  business. 

Many  Italians  have  settled  in  Dunkirk 
and  still  more  near  Silver  Creek,  where 

they  are  engaged  in  raising  grapes  and 
making  wine.  In  considerable  numbers 

they  are  l^eginning  to  appear  in  other 
towns  in  the  county.  The  Italians  now 

residing  in  Chautaucpia  County  are  an 

industrious,  law-abiding  and  peaceful 

people.  They  show  an  interest  in  edu- 
cating their  children.  Their  children  at- 

tend the  public  schools,  are  eager  to 
learn  and  make  rapid  advancement  in 
their  studies. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  the  majority 

of  the  Italians  residing  in  Chautauqua 

County  came  from  the  single  town  of 

\^alledolmo  in  Central  Sicily.  This  is 
true  also  of  many  of  the  Italians  resid- 

ing in  Buffalo  and  other  parts  of  the 
state.    The  Italians  are  the  last  of  our 

Note. — I  am  indebted  to  Horace  O.  Lauza,  brother  of  Peter  Lauza,  for  many  of  these 
facts.  Horace  O.  Lauza,  born  in  Italy,  was  educated  at  the  Fredonia  Norman  School 
and  is  a  senior  member  of  the  firm  Lauza  &  Rohr,  practicing  attorneys-at-law,  in  the 
city  of  Buffalo.  I  am  also  indebted  to  A.  B.  Ottaway  and  .John  A.  VVarrer  for  other  facts 
respecting  the  Italians  in  Chautau-^aa  County. 
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foreign  population  that  have  immigrat- 
ed to  Chautauqua  County  in  consider- 

able numbers. 

By  the  United  States  census  taken  in 
1850,  the  rapid  increase  of  the  foreign 
population  and  the  great  change  that 
was  soon  to  take  place  in  the  racial 

character  of  the  people  of  the  county 
first  began  to  appear.  By  this  census 
residents  of  foreign  birth  had  increased 

to  thirty-six  hundred  twenty-two,  about 
seven  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population. 

These  foreigners  were  more  than  two- 
thirds  Irish,  English  and  Canadians,  the 
remainder  were  principally  Germans 
from  the  continent  of  Europe. 

By  the  census  taken  in  1855,  ̂   still 
greater  change  appears  to  have  taken 
place  in  these  respects.  By  this  census 

fourteen  per  cent  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion were  foreign  born.  Of  these  twen- 

ty-four hundred  eighty-three  were  born 
in  Ireland,  fourteen  hundred  fifty-five 
in  England,  twelve  hundred  seven  in 

Germany,  four  hundred  fifty-three  in 
Sweden,  three  hundred  thirty-four  in 

Canada,  two  hundred  eighty-nine  in 
Holland,  one  hundred  twenty-eight  in 
Scotland,  ninety-three  in  Erance,  forty- 
five  in  Switzerland,  twenty-seven  in 

Wales,  twenty-five  in  Prussia,  twenty- 
one  in  Poland,  five  in  Denmark,  two  in 
Asia,  one  in  Russia,  and  none  from 

Norway,  Italy,  Spain  or  Portugal.  Of 

these  thirty-two  hundred  twenty-three 
were  born  in  Continental  Europe, 

against  forty-three  hundred  forty-five 
born  in  the  British  Dominions. 

By  the  census  of  1875,  taken  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  last  period  in  the  history 

of  the  county,  it  appears  that  eleven 

hundred  thirty-eight  were  born  in  Can- 
ada, twenty-one  hundred  forty-three  in 

England,  thirty-nine  hundred  eighty- 
seven  in  Ireland,  three  hundred  forty- 
one  in  Scotland.  In  all  seventy-six  hun- 

dred nine  were  born  in  the  British  Do- 

minions, while  thirty-nine  hundred  for- 

ty-six were  born  in  Germany,  and  sixty- 

one  hundred  fifty-six  in  other  countries, 
principally  in  Sweden,  a  total  of  ten 
thousand  one  hundred  two,  who  were  a 

majority  all  born  in  Continental  Europe. 
The  whole  population  of  the  county 

aside  from  a  few  Indians,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  last  period  of  its  history  was 

sixty-four  thousand  seven  hundred 

eighty-one  of  which  seventeen  thousand 
seven  hundred  eleven,  being  twenty- 
seven  per  cent.,  were  born  in  foreign 
countries. 

According  to  the  census  of  the  coun- 
ty taken  in  1900,  almost  at  the  close  of 

the  first  century  of  our  history,  the 

whole  population  of  the  county  had  in- 
creased to  the  number  of  eighty-eight 

thousand  three  hundred  fourteen  inhabi- 

tants, of  which  seventy  thousand  seven 

hundred  sixty-five  were  native  born  cit- 
izens, and  seventeen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred forty-nine  foreign  born.  Of  the 

foreigners  the  Swedes  were  far  the  most 
numerous,  as  the  Irish  had  been  during 

the  early  years  of  the  immigration. 

Seventy-one  hundred  fifty-one  were 
born  in  Sweden,  twenty-eight  hundred 
fifty-nine  in  Germany,  two  thousand 

eighty-five  in  England,  twelve  hundred 
forty-four  in  Ireland,  eleven  hundred 
twenty-seven  in  Poland,  nine  hundred 
seventy-seven  in  Canada,  seven  hun- 

dred sixty-one  in  Italy,  four  hun- 
dred thirty-seven  in  Holland,  three 

hundred  sixteen  in  Denmark,  one 

hundred  eighty-six  in  Scotland,  one 
hundred  six  in  Switzerland,  seventy-six 

in  Erance,  forty-one  in  Russia,  twenty- 
one  in  Austria,  twenty  in  Norway,  nine- 

teen in  Wales,  twelve  in  China,  twelve 

in  Einland,  nine  in  Asia,  one  in  Hun- 
gary, one  in  Turkey,  one  in  Belgium, 

one  in  Cuba,  and  forty-four  in  other 
countries. 

In  1875  over  twenty-seven  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  population  of  the  county 
were  foreign  born,  while  in  1900  but 

twenty  per  cent,  were  of  foreign  birth. 
Yet  it  is  probable  that  in  1900  as  many 
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citizens  were  of  foreign  blood,  largely 
of  Continental  Europe,  as  at  any  time 
in  its  history.  By  the  census  of  1900 

forty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred 
twenty-one  were  native  born  citizens 
having  native  born  parents,  while  forty 
thousand  four  hundred  three  of  its  in- 

habitants were  either  of  foreign  birth 
or  both  parents  were  of  foreign  birth, 
forty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population. 
About  sixty  years  before  about  twenty 
per  cent,  only  were  of  this  character, 
and  this  small  number  were  not  tinc- 

tured with  the  blood  of  Continental 

Europe. 

That  there  is  so  large  a  strain  of  for- 
eign blood  in  the  veins  of  our  citizens, 

afifords  no  reason  for  the  slightest 
alarm.  We  are  all  of  foreign  descent 

except  the  native  Indian.  It  was  for- 
eigners and  their  immediate  descend- 

ants that  achieved  our  independence, 
conceived  our  free  institutions,  and 

framed  our  Constitution.  Our  foreign 
born  citizens  have  always  been  loyal  to 

the  flag  and  in  all  of  our  wars  have  con- 
tributed more  than  their  share  of  sold- 

iers in  proportion  to  their  numbers. 
Aliens  are  citizens  by  choice  and  not 

by  the  accident  of  birth.  They  cut  the 
tender  ties  that  bind  them  to  the  old 
countries  for  the  sake  of  their  love  and 
faith  in  the  new.  Benedict  Arnold  and 
Aaron  Burr  were  native  born  citizens. 

From  the  time  of  Alexander  Hamilton 
to  that  of  Carl  Schurz  there  have  been 

many  eminent  foreign  born  citizens,  and 
not  one  disloyal  one.  Already  has 
America  absorbed  milHons  from  Europe 

of  divers  tongues,  and  various  customs 
without  disaster.  We  still  speak  the 

English  even  purer  than  before.  Anglo 

Saxon  ideas  and  laws  prevail  unim- 
paired, and  our  Constitution  remains 

unchanged  in  all  of  its  essential  features. 
It  is  true  that  some  come  here  poor  and 

ignorant,  but  this  is  to  us  but  a  tem- 
porary inconvenience,  their  children  will 

soon  fill  their  place,  our  schools  will  do 

the  rest.  Lincoln  and  Jackson  and  oth  - 
ers of  our  ablest  men  sprung  from  an 

obscure  ancestry,  sometimes  children  of 

poor  and  alien  parents.  That  the  child 
of  some  poor  Hun  who  works  in  the 
coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania  for  sixty 
cents  a  day  may  not  some  time  be  the 
savior  of  the  nation  who  shall  say? 
We  have  yet  to  mention  two  other 

classes  of  people  residing  in  the  county 
who  may  be  said  to  be  to  the  manor 
born.  The  colored  people  of  African 
descent  have  been  with  us  to  some  ex- 

tent ever  since  the  county  was  first  set- 
tled, and  still  remains  distinct  from  all 

other  classes  by  reason  of  a  far  wider 
racial  difference.  Joseph  Hodge  or 

Black  Joe  was  selling  goods  to  the  In- 
dians on  the  Cattaraugus  Creek  as 

early  as  1792.  In  1806  when  WilHam 
Prendergast  Sr.,  his  sons,  daughters 

and  grandchildren  came  in  a  body  to- 
gether, they  brought  with  them  from 

Pittstown,  New  York,  their  favorite 

negro  slave  Tom.  Other  slaves  and  free 
negroes  drifted  into  the  county  while 
it  was  in  process  of  settling.  As  many 
as  eight  slaves  resided  in  the  county 
with  their  masters  in  181 7.  According 

to  the  census  reports  there  were  five 
slaves  in  the  county  in  1814,  three  in 
1820,  and  one  as  late  as  1830.  In  1850 
there  were  one  hundred  forty  colored 

people  of  African  descent  in  Chautauqua 

County,  seventy  males  and  seventy  fe- 
males. Some  of  them  were  runaway 

slaves  and  others  were  free  born.  All 
were  natives  of  the  United  States  and 

many  of  Chautauqua  County.  Of  these 
Mrs.  Katherine  Harris  is  the  oldest. 

She  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  is  ninety- 
four  years  of  age  and  has  resided  in 

Chautauqua  County  seventy-five  years. 

Her  grandfather  on  her  father's  side 
was  a  negro  rescued  from  a  slaveship 

on  its  way  from  Africa.  Her  other 

grandparents  were  white.  The  colored 
population  in  1900  was  one  hundred 

forty-eight,  mostly  residing  in  James- 
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town,  of  these  seventy-eight  were  males 
and  seventy  were  females. 

According-  to  the  census  of  1900  thir- 
ty-one Indians  were  residing  upon  the 

part  of  Indian  reservation  that  lies  in 

Chautauqua  County  in  the  town  of  Han- 
over. 

We  have  now  to  describe  the  distri- 

bution of  the  population  among  the  re- 
spective towns.  Of  the  eighty-eight 

thousand  three  hundred  fourteen  in- 
habitants in  the  county  according  to  the 

United  States  census  taken  in  1900  the 

town  of  Arkwright  has  nine  hundred 

eighteen,  Busti  twenty-one  hundred 
ninety-two,  Carroll  sixteen  hundred 

eighty-four,  Charlotte  fourteen  hundred 

six,  Chautauqua  thirty-five  hundred 

ninety,  Cherry  Creek  seventeen  hun- 
dred forty-five,  Clymer  twelve  hundred 

twenty-nine,  Dunkirk  city  eleven  thous- 
and six  hundred  sixteen,  Dunkirk  town 

four  hundred  fifty-four,  Ellery  sixteen 

hundred  twenty-eight,  ElHcott  thirty- 
one  hundred  eighteen,  Ellington  thir- 

teen hundred  thirty,  French  Creek  ten 
hundred  fourteen,  Gerry  eleven  hundred 

ninety-eight,  Hanover  forty-seven  hun- 
dred seventy-eight,  Harmony  twenty- 

nine  hundred  ninety-eight,  Jamestown 

city  twenty-two  thousand  eight  hundred 
ninety-two,  Kiantone  four  hundred  nine- 

ty-one, Mina  ten  hundred  thirty-eight, 
Poland  sixteen  hundred  thirteen.  Pom- 

fret  sixty-three  hundred  thirteen,  Port- 
land twenty-six  hundred  ninety,  Ripley 

twenty-two  hundred  fifty-six,  Sheridan 

sixteen  hundred  thirty-three,  Sherman 
fifteen  hundred  sixty,  Stockton  eighteen 

hundred  fifty-two,  Yillenova  twelve 

hundred  six,  Westfield  thirty-eight  hun- 

dred eighty-two. 

The  population  of  the  cities  and  vil- 
lages of  the  county  is  as  follows : 

Jamestown  twenty-two  thousand  eight 

hundred  ninety-two,  Dunkirk  eleven 
thousand  six  hundred  sixteen,  Fredonia 

forty-one  hundred  twenty-seven,  West- 

field  twenty-four  hundred  thirty.  Silver 

Creek  nineteen  hundred  forty-four.  Fal- 
coner eleven  hundred  thirty-six,  May- 

ville  nine  hundred  forty-three,  Brocton 
nine  hundred,  Sherman  seven  hundred 

sixty,  Cherry  Creek  seven  hundred  one, 

Forestville  six  hundred  twenty-three, 

Sinclairville  five  hundred  seventy-seven, 
Lakewood  five  hundred  seventy-four, 
Celoron  five  hundred  six,  Panama  three 

hundred  fifty-nine.  In  all  fifty  thousand 

eighty-eight  people.  In  the  fifteen  or 
more  smaller  villages  and  hamlets,  there 

are  at  least  four  thousand  more  inhabi- 

tants making  in  all  fifty-four  thousand 
residents  of  cities  and  villages  leaving 

but  about  thirty-four  thousand  living  in 
the  country  districts.  Although  Chau- 

tauqua is  called  a  rural  county,  five- 

eighths  of  its  inhabitants  now  live  in  cit- 
ies and  villages.  In  the  last  fifty  years 

the  village  and  city  population  has  in- 
creased three  fold,  while  the  population 

of  the  country  part  of  the  county  re- 
mains about  the  same  that  it  was  fifty 

years  ago,  and  is  but  little  more  than  it 
was  seventy  years  ago. 

Although  there  may  be  little  to  dis- 
tinguish the  early  annals  of  our  county 

from  those  of  other  parts  of  Western 
New  York,  no  century  in  the  history 

of  Chautauqua  that  will  come  after  this 
will  be  of  equal  interest.  The  tale  of  the 
pioneer,  his  free  and  simple  life,  his 

great  expectations,  the  hardships  he  en- 
dured, the  sacrifices  he  made  and  his 

final  success  will  always  interest.  The 

novelty  of  a  life  in  the  backwoods,  and 

the  rapid  progress  that  settlement  made 
in  this  first  hundred  years,  will  in  the 
future  bear  a  romantic  interest.  If  the 

early  pioneer  could  be  with  us  now,  he 
would  marvel  at  the  changes  that  have 

been  wrought,  the  railroads  that  have 
been  constructed,  the  towns  and  cities 

that  have  been  built,  the  green  fields 

that  spread  everywhere  among  our  hills. 
When  the  sound  of  his  ax  was  first 
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heard -along  the  shore  of  Chautauqua 
Lake  the  Indian  had  not  taken  leave  of 

Fair  Point,  the  deer  browsed  in  its 

groves,  and  the  wolf  nightly  serenaded 
there.  Now  all  is  changed,  in  the  same 

groves  thousands  gather  from  all  parts 
of  the  land  to  listen  to  the  discourse  of 

orators  and  philosophers  from  all  parts 

of  the  world  upon  scientific  and  ad- 
vanced topics  of  the  day.  All  this 

change  has  occurred  in  the  span  of  a 
single  life.  Austin  Smith  was  born  in 
March,  1804,  married  the  daughter  of 

the  first  pioneer  in  the  county,  became 
an  able  lawyer,  the  contemporary  of 

Jacob  Houghton,  James  Mullett  and 

Dudley  Marvin  and  other  almost  for- 
gotten lawyers,  distinguished  in  the 

very  earliest  annals  of  the  county.  He 
in  his  prime  took  a  prominent  part  in 
the  af¥airs  of  the  county,  and  was  one 

of  the  best  known  of  its  early  citizens 

and  Mr.  Smith  is  still  living  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Westfield  at  the  advanced  age 

of  ninety-nine  years. 
A  few  other  facts  will  serve  to  show 

in  a  striking  way  how  great  has  been 

the  change,  and  how  rapid  has  been 

the  progress  of  our  county  in  the  first 
hundred  years  of  its  history. 

In  1801  the  county  was  an  uninhabit- 
ed wilderness.  Bv  the  census  taken  in 

1810,  nine  years  later  it  had  a  popula- 

tion of  twenty-three  hundred  eighty- 

one.  In  181 1  it  was  an  organized  coun- 
ty. That  year  fifteen  hundred  dollars 

was  voted  by  its  Supervisors  to  build 

a  court  house  and  jail  and  nine  hundred 

eighty-eight  dollars  for  all  other  town 

and  county  purposes.  In  1821,  ten  years 
later  and  but  a  short  time  before  the 

Erie  Canal  was  built,  while  the  county 

was  yet  emerging  from  its  pioneer  con- 
dition, the  equalized  value  of  the  real 

estate  of  the  county  was  one  million 

eight  hundred  forty-nine  thousand  two 
hundred  forty-eight.  The  town,  state 
and  county  taxes  had  increased  to  eight 

thousand  two  hundred  ninety-two  dol- 
lars. In  1850,  the  year  before  the  Erie 

Railroad  was  completed  the  equalized 
value  of  its  real  estate  was  five  million 

three  hundred  one  thousand  three  hun- 

dred sixty-eight  dollars,  and  the  taxes, 

town,  county  and  state,  were  thirty-nine 
thousand  one  hundred  forty-five  dollars, 
and  now  a  half  century  later  in  1902  the 

equalized  value  of  real  estate  is  thirty- 
seven  million  four  hundred  three  thous- 

and one  hundred  eighty-four  dollars, 
and  the  total  town,  county  and  state  tax 

is  two  hundred  twenty-one  thousand 
nine  hundred  forty-five  dollars. 

In  1850,  about  the  middle  of  the  first 
century  of  our  history  when  the  county 

was  on  the  eve  of  entering  on  its  great- 

est era  of  progress,  not  a  mile  of  rail- 
road of  any  kind  was  in  operation  in  the 

county;  in  1902  there  are  two  hundred 

fifty  miles  of  steam  railroad  and  twenty- 
four  miles  of  electric .  road  built  and 

more  than  50  miles  more  of  electric  road 
soon  to  be  constructed. 

Having  completed  the  account  of 

general  events  occurring  in  the  Last 
Period  of  our  history  it  only  remains  to 

give  the  political  history  of  the  county 

during  that  period  down  to  the  present 
time. 



CHAPTER  XXI 

POLITICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE  LAST  PERIOD. 

1880 — 1902. 

"We  highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain;  that  this  nation 
under  God,  shall  have  a  new  hirth  of  freedom,  and  that  the  government  of  the  people 

by  the  people  and  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth."— Abraham  Lincoln at  Gettysburg. 

When  we  consider  the  occasion  on 

which  these  words  were  spoken,  the  il- 
lustrious personage  who  uttered  them, 

the  particular  time  in  the  history  of  the 
country  in  which  they  were  said,  and 
the  significant  language  used  in  this 
short  speech,  we  can  pronounce  it  the 
most  remarkable  that  ever  came  from 

the  lips  of  an  American  orator.  Web- 

ster's speech  upon  the  occasion  of  the 
dedication  of  the  monument  at  "lUuiker 
Hill" — a  crucial  battle  of  the  Revolu- 

tion, as  Gettysburg  was  the  crucial  bat- 
tle of  the  Civil  War — can  only  be  com- 

pared with  it,  and  Lincoln's  is  the  more 
impressive  and  comprehensive  of  the 

two.  The  occasion  of  Lincoln's  speech 
was  far  more  momentous  than  that  of 

Webster's  for  it  was  delivered  at  a  grave 
moment,  when  some  declaration  from 

the  highest  acknowledged  authority  in 
the  government,  as  to  its  purpose  and 

policy,  was  needed.  Lincoln  unequivo- 
cally declared  them  by  reasserting  the 

principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
dependencc.  With  the  inspiration  of  a 
prophet  he  saw  in  the  confusion  of 
ideas,  that  a  radical  political  revolution, 

like  that  which  the  Civil  War  was  likely 
to  produce,  that  there  was  imminent 

danger  to  the  great  popular  principles 
that  the  American  people  had  before 

adopted,  and  he  took  that  impressive 
occasion  in  these  significant  words  to 

restate  the  principles  upon  which  he  be- 
lieved our  government  should  stand  and 

to  repledge  his  countrymen  in  the  most 
solemn  and  emphatic  manner  to 
the  faith  of  their  fathers  and  at  the 

same  time  in  ingenious  and  impressive 
words  to  admonish  them  of  the  very 

dangers  that  were  foreshadowed  by  the 
conditions  in  which  the  Civil  War  had 

left  the  country.  The  remarkable  and 
repeated  reference  that  he  made  in  this 

short  passage  of  his  speech,  to  the  peo- 

ple's sovereignty,  discovers  the  thought 
that  was  powerful  in  his  mind,  demand- 

ing expression.  Every  American  con- 
cedes that  this  government  of  ours 

should  be  a  government  of  the  people. 
P)Ut  Lincoln,  as  if  he  feared  there 

might  be  some  powerful  portion  of  his 
countrymen  who  saw  in  the  catastrophe 
of  the  Civil  War  a  failure  of  the  popular 

American  idea  upon  which  our  govern- 
ment is  based,  or  had  lost,  or  had  little 

faith  in  the  wisdom  of  those  who  laid 

the  foundations  of  the  government,  and 

who  believed  that  distinctions  and  pre- 
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ferences  should  exist  and  be  recognized 

among  men,  in  these  comprehensive 

words  pronounced  this  to  be  a  ''govern- 
ment of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for 

the  people."  In  this  sweeping  language 
he  declared  his  faith  in  the  democratic 

character  of  our  government  so  dis- 
tinctly as  not  to  leave  a  peg  for  a  politi- 

cal heretic  to  hang  a  doubt  upon.  It 
is  plain  from  his  terse  language  that 
he  was  anxious  that  his  words  should 

not  be  imderstood  as  the  mere  expres- 
sion of  an  abstract  sentiment  or  plati- 
tude, but  as  the  statement  of  a  real  pur- 
pose, of  an  absolute  truth  to  be  lived 

up  to,  and  Hterally  fulfihed.  His  delib- 
erate intention  is  evidenced  by  his  clear 

and  concise  phraseology.  In  less  than 
half  a  hundred  words  how  much  he  said ; 

how  much  was  suggested.  Not  a  word 
could  have  been  added  that  would  have 

strengthened  it,  not  a  word  left  out  that 
would  not  have  impaired  it. 

It  is  the  especial  province  of  little 
municipalities,  like  towns  and  counties, 
to  cherish  the  fundamental  principles 
upon  which  our  American  system  of 

government  is  founded,  and  which  Lin- 
coln has  so  concisely  stated.  It  has 

been  in  small  political  bodies,  like  the 

states  of  Greece,  the  cantons  of  Switzer- 
land, and  small  countries  like  Holland 

and  Scotland,  that  freedom  had  its  birth 

and  the  rights  of  the  common  people 
have  been  defended.  It  was  in  the 

towns  of  New  England  and  the  coun- 
ties of  Virginia,  where  local  government 

was  first  insisted  upon  and  the  sover- 
eignty of  the  people  asserted.  It  is  in 

towns  and  counties  Hke  those  of  New 

York  that  these  popular  principles  are 

best  preserved.  No  citizen  of  Chautau- 
qua County  can  afford  to  be  recreant 

to  them.  There  is  none  so  rich  or  pow- 
erful in  our  county,  but  his  power  is 

overshadowed  by  magnates  who  have 
far  greater  influence  and  wealth  than 
he.  It  is  for  his  interest,  as  well  as  his 

sacred  duty,  to  make  a  common  cause 

with  the  common  masses  of  his  fellow- 

men,  and  see  to  it  that  our  government 
remains  such  a  government  as  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  his  emphatic  language  has 
declared  it  to  be. 

Towns  and  counties  have  been  the 

chief  recipients  of  the  benefit  of  home 
rule,  and  the  especial  conservators  of 
individual  freedom  and  independence, 

and  it  is  proper,  in  the  political  history 
of  a  county  like  this,  once  at  least  to 
call  attention  to  so  important  a  subject. 
We  find  no  more  appropriate  place  for 

so  doing  than  in  the  closing  chapter 

of  its  political  annals. 
The  year  1880  may  be  said  to  mark 

the  beginning  of  a  new  period  in  the 

political  history  of  the  county.  Reuben 
E.  Fenton  had  retired  from  political  life. 
Walter  and  Loren  Sessions  had  ceased 

to  exert  a  strong  influence  in  their  par- 
ty, and  the  long  and  bitter  feud  between 

its  two  wings  had  come  to  an  end.  Its 
old  leaders,  its  earnest,  patriotic  and 
influential  members  who  had  so  long 

taken  such  an  active  part  during  the 

stirring  period  preceding  the  Civil  War, 
while  the  Republican  Party  was  coming 
into  existence  and  was  establishing  its 

power  during  the  exciting  period  of  the 
war  and  the  tempestuous  period  that 

followed  it — that  of  the  Fenton-AUen- 
Sessions  strife — were  now  giving  place 

to  younger  Republicans. 
So  it  was  in  the  Democratic  Party, 

Lorenzo  Morris,  Charles  D.  Murray, 

Henry  C.  Kingsbury,  its  old  and  tried 
leaders,  Walter  Weeks  of  Jamestown, 
who,  in  the  darkest  days  of  Democracy, 

sturdily  stood  for  his  principles  and  his 

party,  in  the  stronghold  of  its  foes,  un- 
tiringly rendering  it  intelligent  and  effic- 

ient service  without  asking  recognition ; 

Charles  H.  Lee,  Theodore  S.  Moss,  Hi- 
ram Smith,  John  G.  Record,  Flint 

Blanchard,  John  T.  Wilson,  Drs.  H.  P. 
Hall  and  George  S.  Harrison,  Alonzo 
A.  Stevens  and  many  others,  ah  sterling 
men  of  character  and  ability  who  so 
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long  had  upheld  the  banner  of  Demo- 
cracy, without  expectation  of  reward, 

and  without  the  shadow  of  discord  and 

dissension  among-  them,  now  ceased  to 
take  so  active  a  part  in  poHtics.  May 
we  not  divest  ourselves  of  prejudice  and 

credit  those  old  leaders  and  their  fol- 
lowers, whether  they  belonged  to  the 

Republican,  Democratic,  Prohibition, 
Greenback  or  Labor  Parlies,  with  an 

honest  and  intelligent  desire  of  promot- 
ing the  interests  of  their  country  as  they 

WALTER  ^VEEKS. 

each  understood  it.  All  were  citizens 

of  this  republic,  all  believed  in  its  insti- 
tutions, and  all  had  a  sincere  pride  in  its 

honor  and  desire  for  its  prosperity. 

The  year  1880  was  also  the  Presiden- 
tial year.  Roscoe  Conkling  in  the  Re- 

publican National  Convention  made  a 
determined  efifort  to  nominate  General 

Grant  for  a  third  term.  James  G.  Blaine 
and  John  Sherman  were  his  rivals  for 
the  nomination.  The  deadlock  result- 

ing was  broken  by  the  nomination  of 
James  A.  Garfield  for  President  and 
Chester  A.  Arthur  for  Vice  President. 
The  Democrats  nominated  General 
Winfield  Scott  Hancock  for  President 

and  William  H.  English  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

Two  other  parties  had  also  candidates 

in  the  field.  The  Temperance  or  Prohi- 
bition Party  in  1872,  for  the  first  time 

nominated  a  candidate  for  President, 

James  Black  of  Pennsylvania.  He  re- 
ceived in  that  canvass  fifty-six  hundred 

eight  votes  in  all  of  the  states.  The 
chief  aim  of  that  party  was  to  prohibit 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicat- 

ing liquors.  Although  the  Temperance 
Party  has  never  received  an  electoral 
vote,  or  elected  a  single  Member  of 
Congress  it  is  still  in  being  and  has  had 
the  longest  life  of  any  third  party  in  the 

history  of  the  country.  It  now  has  had 
an  existence  of  thirty  years.  It  has  had 
a  candidate  in  nomination  for  President 

at  every  Presidential  election  since  it 
was  organized.  In  1876,  Green  Clay 
Smith  was  its  standard  bearer.  He  re- 

ceived nine  thousand  five  hundred 

twenty-two  votes  in  all  the  states.  In 
Chautauqua  County  the  first  vote  was 

polled  by  the  Temperance  Party  in  1874, 

when  fifty-five  ballots  were  cast  for  My- 
ron H.  Clark  for  Governor.  In  1876,  the 

Temperance  candidate  for  President  re- 
ceived but  ten  votes  in  the  county.  In 

1880  it  placed  in  nomination  Neal  Dow 
for  President  and  H.  A.  Thompson  for 
Vice  President.  The  Greenback  Party, 

known  also  as  the  Independent  or  Na- 

tional Party,  had  now  gained  consider- 
able importance.  It  maintained  that  all 

money  should  be  issued  by  the  Govern- 
ment and  none  by  l)anks,  and  that  the 

national  debt  should  1)e  paid  in  green- 
1)acks.  It  was  organized  in  1873. 

1876,  it  nominated  Peter  Cooper  for 
President  and  Samuel  Carey  for  Vice 

President  and  polled  eighty-one  thous- 
and seven  hundred  forty  votes  in  all 

the  states.  One  hundred  twenty  votes 

were  polled  for  that  party  in  Chautau- 

qua County.  William  M.  Newton,  a 

lawyer  of  ability  residing  in  Jamestown, 
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was  a  leading-  champion  of  the  Green- 
back Party  in  Chantauqna  County.  Tn 

1880,  James  P>.  Weaver  was  its  candid- 
ate for  President  and  R.  J.  Chambers 

for  Vice  President. 

The  campaign  resuhed  in  the  election 

of  Garfield  President.  He  polled 
4,449,053  votes  in  the  nation,  Hancock 

4,442,035,  Weaver  307,306  and  Dow 

10,305.  In  Chantanqna  County  10,422 
Republican  votejs  were  cast,  5,472 

Democratic,  647  Temperance  and  585 
Greenback  votes. 

H.  C.  KINGSBURY 

Orsino  E.  Jones,  Republican  was 
chosen  elector  for  this  electorial  dis- 

trict. He  was  born  in  Chautauqua 
County  and  is  a  descendant  of  Solomon 

Jones,  one  of  its  best  known  pioneers. 
Orsino  has  been  all  of  his  life  a  resident 

of  Jamestown  and  one  of  its  most  ener- 
getic, substantial  and  vigorous  citizens. 

His  strong  common  sense,  natural 
ability  and  force  of  character  made  him 

for  many  years  a  leader  in  the  Republi- 
can party  of  the  county.  Seldom  a  can- 

didate for  office  himself,  he  was  influen- 
tial in  the  choice  of  candidates  for  his 

party  and  sagacious  and  potent  in  con- 
ducting its  campaigns. 

Chester  B.  Bradley  was  elected  Dis- 
trict Attorney  over  Almon  A.  VanDu- 

sen.  Democrat,  and  WiUiam  M.  New- 
ton, Greenbacker.  Albert  B.  Sheldon, 

Republican,  was  elected  over  Henry 

C.  Kingsbury,  Democrat,  to  the  Assem- 
bly in  the  First  District  and  Milton 

M.  Fenner  in  the  Second  District  over 
William  S.  Blaisdell. 

The  election  in  1881  resulted  in  the 
election  of  Albert  B.  Sheldon  to  the 

Assembly  in  the  First  District  over 
Theodore  S.  Moss  and  Milton  M.  Fen- 

ner in  the  Second  District  over  Charles 

E.  Weeks,  Democrat.  The  Republicans 

polled  in  the  county  six  thousand  nine 

hundred  ninety-one  votes,  the  Demo- 
crats polled  three  thousand  six  hundred 

forty-seven. 
The  election  in  the  year  1882  was  the 

most  remarkable  in  one  respect  ever 

held  in  Chautauqua  County.  It  is  the 

only  year  since  the  organization  of  the 
Democratic  Party  in  which  the  county 

has  been  carried  for  a  Democratic  can- 
didate for  Governor  or  for  a  Democratic 

candidate  for  a  chief  state  or  national 
office.  Grover  Cleveland  was  now  the 

candidate  of  the  Democrats  for  Gover- 

nor, and  Charles  J.  Folger  of  the  Re- 
publicans. Although  Judge  Folger  was 

one  of  the  ablest  and  purest  men  of  his 

party,  he  was,  for  the  time  being,  un- 

popular with  the  Republicans  of  Chau- 
tauqua County,  by  reason  of  his  affilia- 

tion with  the  Conkling  wing  of  the  Re- 
publicans. At  this  election  Cleveland 

received  six  thousand  two  hundred  sev- 
en votes  and  Folger  four  thousand  eight 

hundred  three,  Cleveland's  majority 
over  Folger  being  one  thousand  four 

hundred  four.  What  is  more  remark- 
able, and  will  surprise  many  of  the 

younger  men  interested  in  the  political 

history  of  the  county,  whose  attention 
has  never  been  called  to  the  circum- 
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stance,  that  arch  Democrat,  David  B. 

Hill,  at  this  election  also  carried  Chau- 

tauqua County,  although  it  was  a 
stronghold  of  the  RepubHcan  Party,  by 

a  majority  of  one  thousand  three  hun- 

dred ninety-two,  for  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor over  B.  Piatt  Carpenter,  the  Repub- 

lican candidate  for  that  office.  What, 

perhaps,  is  almost  as  surprising,  is  the 
fact  that  at  this  same  election  Gen. 

Henry  W.  Solcum,  the  Democratic  can- 
diate  for  Congressman  at  large,  a  man 

of  ability  and  integrity,  and  a  distin- 
guished General  of  the  Civil  War  and 

the  least  partisan  of  all  the  candidates, 

failed  to  carry  the  county  by  a  majority 

of  one  thousand  nine  hundred  seventy- 
three  against  him. 

As  a  result  of  the  election  Cleveland 

was  elected  Governor,  John  S.  Lambert 

County  Judge  over  Walter  W.  Holt ; 
Charles  A.Merrill  Sherif¥  over  Augustus 

Burnham,  and  Timothy  D.  Baldwin 
County  Clerk  over  Daniel  F.  Toomey. 

All  elected  to  county  offices  were  Re- 

pubHcans.  Charles  H.  Corbett  was  elec- 
ted to  the  Assembly  over  Phineas  M. 

Miller,  RepubHcan  in  the  First  Assem- 
bly District  and  Oscar  F.  Price,  Repub- 

lican, over  WilHam  M.  Lester  in  the 

Second  Assembly  District.  Francis  B. 
Brewer  of  Westfield,  RepubHcan,  was 

elected  Representative  to  Congress  over 
Alexander  M.  Lowry  of  Jamestown, 
Democrat. 

Francis  B.  Brewer,  now  elected  to 

Congress,  was  born  October  8th,  1820, 
at  Keen,  New  Hampshire.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  CoUege,  studied 
medicine  and  received  the  degree  of 
M.  D.  from  Dartmouth  Medical  Col- 

lege in  1845.  I"  1 85 1  he  went  to  Titus- 
ville  and  for  ten  years  was  actively  and 

extensivly  engaged  in  the  lumbering  and 

general  mercantile  business,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Brewer,  Watson 

&  Co.  They  owned  several  thousand 
acres  of  timber  land  on  Oil  Creek  and 

its  tributaries.  On  their  land  was  an 

old  Indian  oil  well.  In  1852  Dr.  Brewer 
conceived  the  idea  of  using  oil  from 

this  spring  as  an  illuminator  and  lubri- 
cator. He  worked  a  pump  in  this  well 

and  used  the  oil  for  these  purposes  in 
the  lumber  mills.  He  continued  to  give 

his  attention  to  producing  and  utilizing 

mineral  oil,  and  was  the  first  to  inaugu- 
rate the  oil  business.  The  first  oil  lease 

on  record  was  made  July  4th,  1853  be- 
tween Brewer,  Watson  &  Co.  and  J. 

D.  Augier.  The  first  oil  company  or- 

ganized was  ''The  Penna.  Rock  Oil  Co." 
organized  in  1854,  of  which  Dr.  Brewer 

was  one  of  the  incorporators  and  direc- 
tors. The  company  operated  on  the 

lands  of  Brewer,  Watson  &  Co.  Col. 
E.  L.  Drake  was  sent  out  from  New 

Haven  as  a  representative  of  the  east- 
ern stockholders  of  this  company  to 

sink  a  well,  which  he  afterwards  ac- 
compHshed,  but  not  until  as  late  as 

August  26th,  1859.  Dr.  Brewer  was 
really  the  pioneer  oil  man,  and  the  firm 
of  Brewer,  Watson  &  Co.  were  the  first 

to  introduce  petroleum  in  large  quanti- 
ties. They  expended  seven  hundred 

fifty  thousand  dollars  in  cash  for  bar- 
rels before  they  realized  a  cent,  a  course 

which  proved  in  the  end  wise  and  re- 
munerative. 

In  1861  Dr.  Brewer  came  to  West- 

field  to  reside.  In  1864  he  organized  the 
First  National  Bank  in  Westfield.  In 

1872  he  was  elected  to  the  New  York 
State  Assembly,  and  the  same  year 

a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican 
Convention  at  Philadelphia,  at  which 

General  Grant  was  nominated  for  Presi- 

dent. In  1874,  he  was  appointed  gov- 
ernment director  for  the  Pacific  Rail- 

road. 

In  the  election  held  in  1883  the  Re- 
publican candidate  for  Secretary  of 

State  received  seven  thousand  seventy- 
four  votes.  Democratic  candidate,  three 

thousand  eight  hundred  thirty-six.  Ar- 
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thur  B.  Ottaway  was  elected  District 

Attorney  over  Fred  G.  Wyman,  Dana 
P.  Horton  to  the  Assembly  in  the  First 
District  over  Clarence  S.  Palmer  and 
Oscar  F.  Price  in  the  Second  District 

over  Augustus  Burnham.  All  elected 

were  Republicans.  The  amendment  pro- 
posed to  the  Constitution,  to  abolish 

contract  labor  from  the  State  Prisons, 

received  two  thousand  eight  hundred 

ninety-five  votes  to  six  thousand  two 
hundred  thirteen  against  it. 

In  1884  the  Democrats  nominated 

for  President,  Grover  Cleveland,  and 

for  Vice  President,  Thomas  A.  Hen- 
dricks and  made  civil  service  reform 

the  principal  issue.  The  Republicans 

nominated  James  G.  Blaine  for  Presi- 

dent and  John  A.  Logan  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  made  tarifif  reform  the  prin- 

cipal issue.  The  Greenback  or  People's 
Party  nominated  Benjamin  F.  Butler 
for  President  and  A.  M.  West  for  Vice 

President.  The  Temperance  Party 

nominated  John  P.  St.  John  for  Presi- 
dent and  William  Daniel  for  Vice  Presi- 

dent. The  Democrats  succeeded  in 

electing  Grover  Cleveland.  Twenty-  four 
years  had  now  elapsed  since  they 
had  held  the  reins  of  government.  The 

popular  vote  in  the  nation  was  as  fol- 
lows :  The  Democratic  candidate  re- 

ceived 4,911,017,  Republican  4,848,334. 
Greenback  133,825  and  elected  many 

members  of  Congress,  Temperance 

151,800.  In  Chautauqua  County  10,- 
670  votes  were  polled  for  Blaine,  5,861 
for  Cleveland,  431  for  Butler  and  540 

for  St.  John.  Walter  L.  Sessions  was 

elected  to  Congress  over  Hiram  Smith. 
Dana  P.  Horton  in  the  First  Assembly 

District  over  Lucien  C.  Warren,  Julien 
T.  Williams  in  the  Second  District  over 

Charles  D.  Murray. 

Walter  L.  Sessions  was  at  this  elec- 
tion, a  third  time  elected  to  Congress. 

Just  ten  years  before,  he  suflered  such 

an  overwhelming  defeat  in  this  strong- 

Republican  District  by  the  popular  vote 
as  would  have  destroyed  all  expectation 
of  future  recognition  of  most  politicans 

by  the  people.  No  appreciable  differ- 
ence, however,  appears  in  the  vote  at 

this  time  given  to  him  compared  with 

that  of  other  candidates  on  the  Republi- 
can ticket.  This  would  seem  to  indi- 

cate that  past  asperities,  kindled  in  the 
strenuous  periods  of  his  political  life, 

were  fast  dying  out.  This  was  the  last 
time  that  he  came  before  the  people 
for  their  suffrage.  He  was  born  at 
Brandon,  Vermont,  in  1820,  and  came 

to  Chautauqua  County  when  very 

young.  He  was  educated  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  county  and  grad- 

uated from  the  Westfield  Academy. 
He  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the 

bar  and  became  a  good  trial  lawyei 

and  advocate,  but  was  chiefly  distin- 
guished for  the  conspicuous  part  and  the 

strong  influence  that  he  for  nearly  half 

a  century  exercised  in  the  politics  of 

Western  New  York,  as  has  been  relat- 
ed in  the  foregoing  pages.  He  served 

as  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

Supervisor,  School  Commissioner,  two 
terms  as  Member  of  Assembly.  While 

in  the  Assembly  he  was  Chairman  of 

the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means, 
which  made  him  leader  of  his  party  in 

the  Assembly.  He  served  four  years 
in  the  State  Senate,  two  years  of  which 

he  was  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee, and  consequently  leader  of  his 

party  in  that  branch  of  the  Legislature. 
He  served  six  years  in  Congress.  His 
last  official  position  was  member  of  the 

New  York  World's  Fair  Commission 

by  the  appointment  of  Governor  Flow- 
er. These  many  honors  were  won 

aganst  strenuous  opposition  and  over 
strong  rivals.  His  long  political  life 
was  a  stormy  one  from  its  beginning 

to  its  end.  He  had  a  strength  of  char- 
acter and  a  purpose  that  adversity 

could  not  dishearten.    More  than  once 
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he  recovered  his  political  fortunes  after 
such  disastrous  defeats  as  would  have 

destroyed  all  hope  in  a  weaker  person. 

He  was  temperate  in  his  habits,  digni- 
fied and  courteous  in  his  manner,  a 

forcible  speaker,  an  interesting-  com- 
panion, a  bitter  and  persistent  foe,  but 

kind  hearted  and  loyal  to  his  family 
and  friends.  He  died  suddenly  while 

in  apparent  good  health.  Two  daugh- 
ters still  survive  him,  Mrs.  Ingersoll 

of  Westfield  and  Mrs.  Edith  Sessions 

Tupper,  the  well  known  writer. 

At  the  election  in  1885,  eighty-seven 

hundred  forty-one  votes  were  polled  in 

Chautauqua  County  for  the  Republi- 
can ticket,  forty-five  hundred  nineteen 

for  the  Democrats,  one  hundred  forty- 
three  Greenback  votes  and  nine  hun- 

dred two  for  the  Temperance  ticket. 

Edwin  Williams,  the  Temperance  can- 
didate for  Clerk  received  nine  hundred 

twenty-two  votes.  David  B.  Hill. 
Democrat,  was  elected  Governor  over 

Ira  Davenport,  Republican.  Clarence 
H.  Lake  was  elected  Sherifif  over 

George  T.  Jewett.  Mr.  Lake  was  the 

youngest  Sheriff  ever  elected  in  the 
county.  Austin  Stafford  was  elected 
County  Clerk  over  Daniel  F.  Toomey. 

Jerome  Babcock  to  the  Assembly  in 
the  First  District  over  Edwin  Jaquins 

and  Newel  Cheney  in  the  Second  Dis- 
trict over  Mark  A.  Cadwell.  Those 

elected  were  Republicans. 

At  the  election  in  1886,  the  RepubH- 
can  state  ticket  in  Chautauqua  County 

polled  seventy-five  hundred  forty  votes, 
the  Democrats  thirty-five  hundred 

eighty-five,  the  Greenback  votes  were 

two  hundred  fifty-two  and  the  Temper- 
ance vote  increased  to  eleven  hundred 

twenty-five.  Lester  F.  Stearns  was 
elected  District  Attorney  over  Almon 
A.  Van  Dusen,  Dana  P.  Horton  to  the 

Assembly  in  the  First  District,  over 

Theodore  S.  Moss  and  George  H. 

Frost  oyer  Chai,)nfey  E.  Woodworth 

in  the  Second  District.  All  elected 

were  Republicans.  The  vote  was  prac- 
tically unanimous  for  a  convention  to 

revise  the  Constitution. 

In  1887,  the  Republican  candidate  for 

Secretary  of  State  received  in  the  coun- 
ty eight  thousand  three  hundred  and 

twenty-three  votes.  The  Democratic 
candidate  three  thousand  nine  hundred 

seventy-six,  the  Temperance  candi- 

date twelve  hundred  sixty-one.  A  con- 
siderable vote  was  scattered  among 

various  other  candidates  aggregating 

about  four  hundred  fifty  of  which 

Henry  George,  the  advocate  of  the  Sin- 
gle Tax  Theory,  received  two  hundred 

sixty-four  votes  for  Secretary  of  State. 
Now  occurred  the  breaking  up  of  the 

Greenback,  Independent  or  National 
Party  in  Chautauqua  County,  and  from 

its  fragments,  the  organization  of  var- 
ious Labor  and  other  parties  from 

which  eventually  came  the  People's 
and  Union  Labor  Parties. 

The  strongly  Republican  Legislature 

of  the  previous  winter  elected  a  United 

States  Senator.  There  were  two  Re- 

publican candidates,  Frank  Hiscock 
and  Warren  Miller.  The  latter  was 

popular  in  the  rural  districts,  particu- 
larly in  Chautauqua  county.  George 

H.  Frost,  the  Republican  member 
from  the  Second  Assembly  District  of 

Chautauqua,  cast  his  vote  for  Hiscock 
and  caused  his  election.  His  action 

produced  some  dissatisfaction  among 

a  portion  of  his  Republican  constitu- 
ents. Mr.  Frost  was  this  year  nomi- 

nated at  a  regular  Republican  conven- 
tion for  a  second  term.  In  an  Inde- 

pendent convention  held  by  the  Repub- 
licans dissatisfied  with  his  nomination, 

it  was  decided  to  cast  their  ballots  for 

Flint  Blanchard,  should  he  be  nominat- 
ed. The  Democrats  nominated  Mr. 

Blanchard.  Mr.  Frost  was  however 

elected  in  the  Second  Assembly  Dis- 
trict.   In  the  first  Assembly  District  S. 
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Fred  Nixoii,  Republican,  was  elected 
over  William  L.  Stanton,  Democrat, 
This  was  the  first  time  that  Mr.  Nixon 
was  elected  to  a  state  office 

The  year  1888  was  a  Presidential 

year.  Eight  tickets  were  in  the  field. 
The  Democrats  nominated  Grover 
Cleveland  for  President  and  Allen  G. 

Thurman  for  Mce  President.  The  Re- 

pubHcans  nominated  Benjamin  Harri- 
son for  President  and  Levi  P.  Morton 

for  Vice  President ;  the  Prohibitionists 

Clinton  B.  Fisk  for  President  and  John 
A.  Brooks  for  Vice  President ;  the 
Union  Labor  for  President  nominated 

A.  J.  Streeter;  LTnited  Labor,  R.  H. 
Cowdry ;  American  Lai)or,  James  L. 
Cnrtis ;  Industrial  Reform,  Albert  E. 

Redstone,  and  the  E,qual  Rights  party, 
Belva  A.  Lockwood.  Harrison  was 

elected.  The  popular  vote  stood ; 

Cleveland,  5,538,233 ;  Harrison,  5,440,- 
216;  Fisk,  249,907;  Streeter,  148,105. 
The  other  candidates  received  but  a 

small  vote.  In  Chautauqua  Count} 

12,108  Republican  votes  were  polled, 

6,178  Democratic  and  893  Prohibition- 

ist. Henry  R.  Case  was  elected  Sher- 

iff over  Henry  Sylvester ;  John  S.  Lam- 
bert County  Judge,  over  Almon  A.  Van 

Dusen ;  E.  P.  Putnam  County  Clerk, 

over  Daniel  F.  Toomey ;  Daniel  Sher- 

man Surrogate,  over  Oscar  W.  John- 
son ;  S.  Fred  Nixon  to  the  i\ssem1)ly 

in  the  First  District,  over  Jesse  Brown, 

and  George  E.  Towne  in  the  Second 
District,  over  William  H.  Rice.  All 

elected  were  Republicans.  David  B. 
Hill  was  elected  Governor. 

In  the  election  for  the  year  1889  in 

the  county  the  Republicans  polled 

7,766  votes,  the  Democrats  3,845  and 

the  Prohibitionists  797.  John  S.  Lam- 
bert was  elected  Justice  of  the  Supreme 

Court,  Lester  F.  Stearns  District  At- 
torney, over  J.  Delevan  Curtiss ;  S. 

Fred  Nixon  over  Gilbert  W.  Strong  in 

the  First  Assembly  District  and  George 

E.  Towne  over  Laverne  W.  Wiltsie  in 

the  Second  District.  All  elected  were 

Republicans. 
John  S.  Lambert  who  was  now  elect- 
ed Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  a 

resident  of  Fredonia,  Chautauqua 

County.  He  was  born  at  Johnsonville. 
Rensselaer  County,  New  York,  in  1851. 

He  had  limited  educational  opportuni- 
ties in  early  life.  He  attended  the  com- 

mon schools  and  graduated  at  Green- 
wich Academy  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 

He  came  to  Chautauqua  County  and 
worked  as  a  laborer  on  a  farm  for  two 

years,  from  which  humble  position  he 
soon  rose  through  his  own  exertions 

and  ability  to  places  of  distinction  and 

responsibility.  He  was  at  first  em- 

ployed as  a  clerk  in  the  Surrogate's  of- 
fice at  Mayville,  where  he  commenced 

the  study  of  law.  He  completed  his 
studies  in  the  office  of  Morris  &  Russell 

in  Fredonia.  In  1877  he  was  admitted 

to  the  bar  and  next  year  became  a  part- 
ner with  Morris  &  Russell.  He  soon 

displayed  such  marked  ability  in  the 

practice  of  his  profession  that  a  few- 
years  later,  at  the  age  of  thirty-one. 
he  was  elected  County  Jtidge  of  Chau- 

tauqua County.  He  held  that  office 
until  he  was  elected  a  Justice  of  the 

Supreme  Court  in  the  Eighth  Judicial 
District  in  1890.  This  office  he  has 

held  until  the  present  time. 
The  election  for  the  year  1890  was  of 

local  interest.  John  S.  Lambert,  hav- 

ing been  elected  a  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  resigned  his  office  of 

County  Judge  and  Governor  Hill  in 

January  appointed  Almon  A.  Van  Du- 
sen of  Mavville,  a  Democrat,  to  fill  the 

vacancy  until  the  people  at  the  fall  elec- 
tion should  choose  another  in  his  place. 

The  Republican  vote  being  so  large  in 
the  comity  there  seemed  little  prospect 
that  a  Democrat  could  be  elected  to  fill 

the  position  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term.    As  a  natural  result,  however,  of 
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the  very  large  Republican  majority, 
there  were  several  candidates  for  the 

office  in  that  party.  E.  R.  Bootey  and 

J.  B.  Fisher  were  leading  candidates. 
Both  were  able  and  reputable  lawyers, 

quaHfied  to  fill  the  place  with  honor. 
Mr.  Fisher  received  the  nomination  in 

the  Republican  convention.  Judge  Van 

Dusen  was  nominated  by  the  Demo- 
crats to  succeed  himself.  So  severe 

was  the  contest  in  the  Repubhcan  con- 
vention that  a  portion  of  that  party 

were  dissatisfied  and  a  sufficient  num- 
ber voted  for  Van  Dusen  to  elect  him. 

A  sharp  contest  occurred  between  Eg- 
burt  E.  Woodbury  and  George  E. 
Towne  for  the  Repubhcan  nomination 

for  Assemblyman  in  the  First  Assem- 

bly District.  Towne  received  the  nomi- 
nation and  was  elected.  Warren  B. 

Hooker  of  Fredonia,  Republican,  was 

elected  to  Congress  over  Hiram  Smith, 
Democrat. 

Judge  Van  Dusen,  who  was  now 
elected  County  Judge,  was  born  in 

Jamestown  in  January,  1843.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  at  the  Jamestown 

Academy  and  Chamberlain  Institute  at 

Randolph,  Cattaraugus  County.  He 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  1863, 
with  Alexander  Sheldon  of  Jamestown, 

and  completed  his  course  with  Alexan- 
der and  his  brother  Porter  Sheldon. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1866, 

commenced  the  practice  of  law  at  May- 
ville  and  was  an  able  and  successful 

lawyer.  At  this  election  notwithstand- 
ing the  Republican  majority  was  over 

four  thousand.  Judge  Van  Dusen  re- 
ceived eight  hundred  ninety-nine  ma- 

jority. He  is  the  only  Democrat  that 
has  been  elected  to  that  office  since  the 

organization  of  the  Republican  Party. 
He  served  his  full  term  as  County  Judge 
and  at  its  expiration  he  resumed  the 

practice  of  law  at  Mayville. 

The  year  1891  was  distinguished  for 
fhe  ruptures  and  dissensions  that  ex- 

isted in  both  the  leading  political  par- 
ties of  the  county.  Many  Democrats 

were  admirers  of  Grover  Cleveland, 
while  others  were  followers  of  David  B. 

Hill,  and  as  the  year  following  was 

Presidential  year  the  partisans  of  each 
were  active  and  energetic  to  promote 

the  candidacy  for  President  of  his  fav- 

orite, and  sharp  and  turbulent  con- 
tests arose  in  the  Assembly  District 

Conventions  when  delegates  to  the 
State  Convention  were  chosen.  The 

Republican  party  in  the  county  was 
not  less  free  from  family  troubles. 

Commodore  P.  Vedder  of  Cattaraugus 

County,  it  was  claimed  by  many  Re- 
publicans, had  secured  his  nomination 

for  Senator  by  causing  the  Repubhcan 
Senatorial  Convention  to  be  held  at  an 

unusually  early  date,  August  5th,  when 

farmers  were  in  the  midst  of  their  har- 

vesting and  when  it  was  difficult  for 

them  to  attend  the  caucuses  and  con- 
ventions and  thus  the  action  of  the  con- 
vention, it  was  alleged,  was  unfairly 

forestalled.  As  a  result  Dr.  James  T. 

Edwards,  the  president  of  Chamberlain 
Institute,  of  Randolph,  Cattaraugus 

County,  a  man  of  irreproachable  char- 
acter and  distinguished  ability,  re- 
ceived an  Independent  nomination.  He 

was  also  nominated  for  the  same  office 

by  the  Democratic  Senatorial  Conven- 
tion and  was  elected.  His  majority  in 

Chautauqua  County  was  four  hundred. 
Roswell  P.  Flower,  Democrat,  was 

elected  Governor  over  Jacob  S.  Fassett, 
Repubhcan.  In  Chautauqua  County 

Fassett  polled  9,704,  Flower  5,707,  and 

Joseph  W.  Bruce,  the  Temperance  can- 
didate, 773  votes. 

Chautauqua  County  was  this  year 

honored  by  being  represented  on  the 
state  ticket  by  Arthur  C.  Wade  of 

Jamestown,  who  was  now  nominated 

by  the  Republicans  for  Comptroller. 
He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Charlotte 

in  1852.  After  graduating  at  the  Albany 
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Law  School  he  commenced  the  practice 

of  law,  first  at  Ellington.  Later  he  be- 
came a  member  of  the  firm  of  Cook. 

Fisher  &  Wade.  His  ability,  force  of 

character,  and  industry  soon  placed  him 
in  the  front  rank  among  lawyers  of  the 

county  and  at  length  as  one  of  the 
most  able  and  successful  trial  lawyers 
and  advocates  in  Western  New  York. 

He  has  been  engaged  in  the  trial  of 

many  important  causes  in  the  western 

part  of  the  state,  particularly  in  the 
successful  defense  of  Howard  C.  Ben- 

ham  of  Genesee  County  for  the  murder 
of  his  wife.  As  the  state  was  this  year 
Democratic  Mr.  Wade  failed  of  an  elec- 

tion. Charles  J.  Jenner  was  elected 
Sheriff  over  Uriah  S.  LaDue,  Victor 

A.  Albro  County  Clerk  over  Frank 

Burns,  Walter  C.  Gifford  to  the  Assem- 
bly in  the  First  District  over  George 

T.  Jewett,  and  Egburt  E.  Woodbury  in 
the  Second  District  over  J.  Delevan 
Curtiss. 

In  the  year  1892  occurred  the  Presi- 
dential election,  with  Grover  Cleveland 

a  third  time  the  candidate  of  the  Demo- 

cratic party  and  Benjamin  Harrison  re- 
nominated as  the  standard  bearer  of 

the  RepubHcans.  The  chief  political 

issue  was  whether  the  Democratic  pol- 
icy of  a  reduction  of  the  tariff  or  that 

of  protection  advocated  by  the  Repub- 
licans should  be  adopted.  James  B. 

Weaver  was  the  candidate  of  the  Popu- 
lists. This  had  now  become  a  strongly 

organized  party.  Simon  Wing  was  the 
candidate  of  the  Social  Labor  Party. 

John  Bidwell  of  California  was  the 
candidate  of  the  Prohibition  or  Tem- 

perance party.  Mr.  Bidwell  was  born 
on  a  farm  among  the  hills  in  the  town 

of  Ripley,  Chautauqua  County,  August 

5th,  1819.  His  father,  Abraham  Bid- 
well,  who  was  once  impressed  into  the 
British  service  in  Canada  and  escaped 

with  much  peril,  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut.   His  mother,  whose  maiden 

name  was  Clarissa  Griggs,  was  a  native 
of  Massachusetts.  When  but  twelve 

years  of  age  he  went  many  miles  on 
foot  from  his  home  in  Chautauqua 

County  to  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  to  wit- 
ness the  launching  of  the  steamboat 

Peacock,  which  was  to  ply  between  Erie 
and  Buffalo,  a  memorable  event  in  the 

early  history  of  Chautauqua  County. 

He  received  his  education  at  Kings- 
ville  Academy,  Ashtabula  County, 

Ohio.  He  early  turned  his  face  west- 
ward, and  settled  in  what  was  then  the 

remotest  frontier  of  the  United  States  ; 

first  in  Iowa  and  later  in  Missouri.  Not 

long  did  he  remain  there.  He  soon 

joined  one  of  the  earUest  bands  of  pio- 
neers and  moved  still  further  westward. 

In  the  spring  of  1841,  when  but  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  with  sixty-eight  others 
he  set  out  across  the  plains  for  Cali- 

fornia. Six  months  they  were  on  the 

way.  After  many  hardships  they 
crossed  the  Sierras,  passed  up  the  San 

Joaquin  Valley  to  Sutters  Fort  in  Cali- 
fornia. He  and  his  party  were  the  first 

Americans  to  behold  the  giant  Sequoia 

of  Mariposa.  California  was  then  a 

part  of  the  Mexican  Republic  and  little 
known.  He  arrived  in  that  distant 

country  two  years  before  Fremont's 
first  exploring  party  had  reached  it, 

four  years  before  the  Mormons  set- 
tled at  Salt  Lake  and  more  than  seven 

years  before  gold  was  discovered  in 
California.  The  arrival  of  this  little 

party  in  that  far  country  before  the 

great  tide  of  emigrants  who  long  after- 

wards followed  them,  was  Hke  the  "first 
low  wash  of  waves  where  soon  was  to 

roll  a  human  sea." 
Mr.  Bidwell  served  in  the  wars  of 

that  distant  land  and  aided  in  making 

Cahfornia  a  part  of  the  United  States. 

In  1849  he  was  elected  to  the  first  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  Cahfornia  and 

the  same  year  was  elected  and  served 
in  the  Senate  of  the  first  California 
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Legislature.  In  i860  he  was  a  delegate 
to  the  famous  Democratic  Convention 

at  Charlestown.  In  1864  he  was  elected 

to  the  lower  house  of  Congress  and  in 

1875  was  an  unsuccessful  candidate  for 

Governor  of  California.  He  was  prom- 

inent in  the  early  mining  and  gold  dis- 
coveries in  that  state  and  in  1849 

bought  the  Rancho  del  Arroyo  Chico 

of  twenty-five  thousand  acres  and  there- 
after until  his  decease,  April  4th,  1900, 

lived  at  Chico,  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
finest  estates  in  California.   He  was  one 

JOHN  BTDWELL. 

of  its  most  esteemed  citizens.  Upon 

his  decease  a  public  meeting  was  held 
in  his  own  county  of  Butte,  in  respect  to 

his  memory.  His  energy  and  ability, 

his  public  life  and  private  character 
were  all  such  as  to  entitle  him  to  rank 

as  one  of  Cliatauqua  County's  most 
honored  and  distinguished  sons. 

In  1868  he  was  married  to  Annie  K. 

Kennedy.  In  his  early  life  he  was  the 

trusted  friend  of  Captain  John  A.  Sut- 
ter, at  whose  mill  gold  was  first  discov- 

ered in  California.  His  devoted  wife 

stood  by  the  side  of  the  grave  of  her 

husband's  friend,  that  noble  old  pio- 
neer, as  chief  mourner,  when  he  was 

buried  in  a  little  town  in  the  state  of 

Pennsylvania. 

In  Chautauqua  County  the  Presiden- 
tial campaign  was  conducted  with  the 

usual  vigor  and  excitement.  Among 

the  Republican  speakers  who  addressed 

political  assemblages  in  Chautauqua 

County  during  the  campaign  were  J. 
Sloat  Fassett,  Whitelaw  Reid  and 

Chauncey  M.  Depew,  the  last  two 

at  Jamestown.  Among  the  Demo- 
cratic speakers  were  Thomas  F. 

Grady  and  John  B.  Stanchfield. 
The  result  of  the  canvass  was  the 

election  of  Cleveland  President.  Of 

the  popular  vote  in  the  nation 
he  received  5,556,918,  Harrison 

5,176,108,  Weaver  1,041,028,  one  of  the 
largest  votes  ever  cast  by  a  third  party. 
Bidwell  received  264,133  and  Wing 

21,164.  Ii'i  Chautauqua  County  6,397 
votes  were  cast  for  Cleveland,  11,504 

for  Harrison,  1,112  for  Bidwell,  572  for 

Weaver  and  189  for  Wing.  Warren  B. 
Hooker  was  elected  to  Congress  over 

Andrew  J.  McNett,  John  Woodward 
District  Attorney  over  James  L.  Weeks 

and  Egburt  E.  \A^oodbury  to  the  As- 
sembly over  John  T.  Madigan.  All 

elected  were  Republicans. 
At  the  election  in  1893,  John  Palmer, 

Republican  candidate  for  Secretary  of 

State,  received  8,705  votes  in  Chautau- 

qua County.  Cord  Meyer,  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate,  received  3,372  votes, 

the  Populist  candidate  1,134  and  the 

Temperance  candidate  616.  The  Re- 
publican candidates  for  delegates  to  the 

Constitutional  Convention  for  this  Sen- 
atorial District  residing  in  Chautauqua 

County  were  Benjamin  S.  Dean  and 
Louis  McKinstry.  The  Democratic 
candidates  for  the  same  ofiice  residing 

in  Chautauqua  County  were  Hubert  E. 
V.  Porter,  Obed  Edson  and  Silas  W. 

Mason.    The  Republican  candidates  re- 
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ceived  the  most  votes  and  were  elected. 

S.  F.  Nixon  was  elected  to  the  Assem- 

bly over  Charles  T.  Reade. 

A  delegate  to  a  convention  where  it 

is  a  duty  to  amend  and  revise  the  mnda- 
mental  law,  has  always  been  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  honorable  and  re- 

sponsible offices  of  the  state.  Dele- 
gates to  Constitutional  Conventions 

have  always  been  selected  for  their  tal- 
ent, general  political  knowledge  and 

moral  worth,  and  sometimes  party 
lines  have  been  ignored  that  the  best 

men  might  be  secured.  Chautauqua 

County  has  always  been  there  repre- 

sented by  able  and  experienced  men,  of- 
ten lawyers,  the  only  exceptions  having 

been  George  W.  Patterson  in  1846,  and 
Augustus  F.  Allen  in  1867,  who  were 
broad  minded  business  men.  Now  for 

the  first  time  the  newspapers  were  to 

have  distinguished  recognition,  and  the 
county  was  to  be  represented  by  two 

leading  editors  of  two  leading  papers, 
Louis  McKinstry,  editor  of  the  oldest, 

and  Benjamin  S.  Dean,  editor  of  the 

youngest  of  the  influential  newspapers 
of  the  county. 

Louis  McKinstry  was  born  in  Fre- 
donia,  December  9th,  1844,  received  his 
education  at  the  Fredonia  Academy, 

started  in  early  life  as  a  partner  in  the 

business  of  manufacturing  paper  at  the 
early  wellknown  Willow  Dale  Paper 
Mills  at  Laona.  A  few  years  later  he 
was  engaged  in  the  American  Express 

office  at  Alton,  Illinois.  July  ist,  1867, 
he  bought  the  interest  of  his  father, 
Willard  McKinstry,  in  the  Fredonia 

Censor,  the  oldest,  and  for  many  years 
the  best  known  and  most  substantial 

newspaper  in  Chautauqua  County.  He 

now  for  thirty-five  years  had  been  con- 

nected with  it,  and  since  his  father's 
death  in  1889  had  been  its  sole  proprie- 

tor and  editor.  In  1868  he  married  T. 

Fredonia  Houghton,  a  daughter  of 

Judge  L.  Sterne  Houghton,  of  Vicks- 

burg.  Miss.  Mr.  McKinstry,  as  editor  oi 

the  Fredonia  Censor,  has  not  only  sus- 
tained the  character  that  it  had  before 

maintained  as  a  strong  and  conserva- 
tive paper,  but  has  made  it  one  of  the 

leading  newspapers,  outside  of  a  city, 

published  in  the  state.  While  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Constitutional  Conven- 

tion it  was  a  speech  made  bv  him  that 
led  to  the  endorsement  by  the  state  of 

a  new  poHcy  respecting  the  liquor  ques- 
tion ;  that  of  taxing  the  traffic,  instead 

of  the  old  special  license  system. 
Mr.  McKinstry  was  a  charter  member 

and  first  lecturer  of  the  first  subordinate 

grange  in  America,  which  was  organ- 
ized in  Fredonia  in  1878.  He  was  ap- 

pointed member  of  the  local  board  of 

managers  of  the  State  Normal  School 

at  Fredonia  in  1874,  and  served  as  sec- 

retary and  treasurer  of  that  body  twen- 

ty-seven years,  until  his  resignation  in 
1901.  He  was  postmaster  at  Fredonia, 
1876  to  1884.  He  was  President  of  the 

village  in  1887.  He  was  president  of 
the  New  York  Press  Association  in 

1898,  and  secretary  to  S.  Frederick 

Nixon,  speaker  of  the  New  York  As- 
sembly, since  1898. 

Benjamin  S.  Dean  was  born  in  Ran- 
dolph, Cattaraugus  County,  New  York, 

May  TOth,  i860.  He  began  work  as  a 

newspaper  writer  in  1878.  when  but 

eighteen  years  of  age.  Although  he 
had  only  common  school  advantages, 

he  soon  proved  his  superioritv,  even  in 

literary  accomplishments,  over  those 

who  had  far  better  opportunities.  He 

is  often  a  contributor  to  the  periodicals 

of  the  day.  He  early  became  connected 

with  various  newspapers,  among  them 

the  Randolph  Register.  In  1885  he 

established  The  News  at  Jamestown. 

His  trenchant  pen  made  it  a  strong  and 

efficient  paper.  It  was  not  long  before 

it  became  a  power  in  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty and  one  of  the  leading  and  most  in- 
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fluential  newspapers  of  Western  New 
York. 

Mr.  Dean  is  an  unusually  clear  and 

forcible  political  writer ;  sometimes  in- 
clined to  disturb  the  settled  order  of 

things,  often  disquieting  the  repose  of 
the  practical  politician.  He  is  one  of 
the  few  editors  who  have  the  nerve  and 

self  reliance  to  think  and  write  inde- 

pendently upon  political  subjects  and 
at  the  same  time  the  ability  to  preserve 

his  influence  and  power  within  the  party 

lines.  His  early  taste  led  him  to  the 

study  of  law,  and  of  the  fundamental 

principles  of  political  science,  in  which 
he  is  accomplished.  He  has  also  been 

long  accustomed  to  write  upon  legal 

subjects,  a  discipline  that  fully  prepared 
him  to  take  a  leading  and  prominent 

part  in  the  Constitutional  Convention 
to  which  he  was  now  elected.  June  27th. 
1883,  he  married  Emile  C.  Blaisdell  of 

Attica,  New  York.  He  is  now  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  law  at  Jamestown 
with  Clare  A.  Pickard  as  partner. 

The  party  in  power  has  always  to  suf- 
fer as  the  result  of  financial  distress, 

whatever  may  be  the  cause.  So  the 

hard  times,  that  during  this  and  the  pre- 
ceding year  had  laid  a  heavy  hand  upon 

the  county,  seriously  afifected  the  Dem- 
ocratic vote  in  the  fall  election,  and 

Levi  P.  Morton,  Republican,  was  elect- 
ed Governor  over  David  B.  Hill  by  the 

phenominally  large  majority  of  156,- 
108.  In  Chautauqua  County  the  vote 
for  Governor  was  as  follows  :  Morton. 

12,227;  Hill,  4,714;  Baldwin,  Prohibi- 
tion, 814;  Mathews,  Populist,  507; 

Wheeler,  Independent  Democrat,  212; 

and  Matchet,  SociaHst  Labor,  62.  Sel- 
dom before  had  the  disparity  been  so 

great  in  the  county  between  the  Dem- 
ocratic and  Republican  vote.  Warren 

B.  Hooker  was  elected  to  Congress 

over  Staley  N.  Wood,  F.  S.  Nixon  to 

the  Assembly  over  Emory  W.  Fenton, 

E.  E.  Woodbury  Surrogate  over  Har- 

lan L.  Munson,  Victor  A.  Albro  Clerk 

over  John  J.  Mahoney  and  John  Gelm 
Sheriff  over  Bela  B.  Lord.  All  elected 

were  Republicans. 

At  the  fall  election  in  1895  the  Dem- 
ocratic loss  in  Chautauqua  County  was 

even  greater  than  in  1894.  John  Pal- 

mer, the  Republican  candidate  for  Sec- 
retary of  State,  polled  9,477  votes,  while 

Horatio  C.  King,  the  Democratic  can- 
didate,polled  but  3,046,considerably  less 

than  one-third  of  that  of  the  Repubh- 

can  candidate.  Palmer's  majority  in 
the  state,  notwithstanding  it  was  an  off 

year,  was  90,146.  Eleazer  Green  was 
elected  District  Attorney  over  Walter 

Record.  Jerome  Babcock  was  elected 
to  the  Assembly  in  the  First  District 
over  William  R.  Clark,  and  S.  Fred 
Nixon  in  the  Second  District  over 

Medad  S.  Corey.  All  elected  were  Re- 

publicans. 
The  Presidential  campaign  in  1896 

was  the  most  remarkable  that  had  oc- 

curred since  i860.  So  general  a  read- 
justment of  the  old  parties  to  the  views 

of  the  masses  upon  the  new  questions, 

as  they  came  up,  had  not  occurred  be- 
fore for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- tury. 

The  political  landslide  in  1894,  which 

had  given  the  state  and  the  county  by 

an  overwhelming  majority  to  the  Re- 
publicans, and  which  had  been  repeated 

in  1895,  was  caused  partly  by  the  hard 
times  that  oppressed  the  country  and 

partly  by  misgovernment  in  the  City  of 
New  York  by  Tammany.  During  the 

fall  of  1895  members  of  all  parties  be- 
lieved that  in  the  Presidential  election, 

which  was  to  occur  the  next  year,  the 
state  and  nation  would  be  carried  by 

the  Republicans  by  a  sweeping  major- 
ity. At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1896. 

when  but  few  Democrats  had  faith  to 

believe  that  a  Democratic  President 

could  be  elected,  the  question  of  bi- 

metallism and  free  coinage  of  silver  sud- 
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old  poHtical  issues.  The  advocates  of 

bimetalHsm  contended  that  earh'  in  its 
history  the  United  States  adopted  the 
bimetalHc  standard,  making  both  gold 
and  silver  a  legal  tender  at  the  ratio 
of  sixteen  to  one ;  that  the  bimetallic 

standard  so  adopted  continued  until 

1873,  that  during  the  Civil  War  specie 

payments  were  suspended  and  for  many 

years  neither  gold  nor  silver  was  in  cir- 
culation, that  in  February,  1873,  when 

public  attention  was  devoted  to  other 
subjects,  the  coinage  laws  were  revised 

and  in  some  way,  not  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained, the  standard  silver  dollar  was 

dropped  from  the  list  of  coins,  prac- 
tically demonetizing  silver.  It  was  fur- 

ther strenuously  claimed  by  the  advo- 
cates of  free  silver  that  soon  after  its 

demonetization  its  value  and  the  price 

of  all  articles  except  gold,  began  to  fall 
as  the  result  of  changing  this  from  a 

bimetallic  to  a  single  gold  standard 

country,  benefitting,  as  they  claimed, 
the  creditor  and  the  wealthy,  at  the 
expense  of  the  debtor  and  the  poor. 

In  the  western  states  the  cause  of  free 

silver  was  now  energetically  agitated. 
In  November,  1889,  a  silver  conference 

was  held  at  St.  Louis,  which  was  virtual- 

ly the  beginning  of  the  American  Bi- 
metallic League.  Early  in  1893  severe 

financial  troubles  began.  Many  banks 
called  in  their  loans  and  thousands  of 
business  men  and  banks  went  down  to 

ruin,  and  a  great  financial  panic  oc- 
curred. President  Cleveland,  in  view 

of  the  financial  crisis  soon  after  he  was 

inaugurated  in  1893,  called  an  extra 
session  of  Congress  and  the  Sherman 

Law  was  repealed,  but  it  did  not  seem 
to  have  the  beneficial  results  expected. 

By  the  withdrawal  of  gold  from  the 
treasury  the  reserve  fund  was  falling 
below  $100,000,000,  so  that  it  became 

necessary  to  issue  government  bonds 

to  borrow  gold  to  keep  up  the  reserve. 

and  bonds  were  issued  during  the  years 

1894  and  1895,  to  the  amount  of  $262,- 
000,000,  bearing  four  and  five  per  cent, 
interest. 

And  now  the  friends  of  bimetallism 

became  more  active  and  vigorous. 

February  22d,  1895,  a  conference  was 
held  at  Washington  and  a  call  made 

upon  the  friends  of  free  silver  to  or- 
ganize a  new  party,  with  the  money 

cjuestion  as  the  sole  issue.  A  little  later 

a  number  of  leading  Democrats  signed 

an  address  advocating  the  free  and  un- 
limited coinage  of  gold  and  silver  at  the 

ratio  of  sixteen  to  one,  both  coins  to 

be  a  full  legal  tender  for  all  debts.  This 

was  the  beginning  of  the  effort  upon  the 

part  of  Silver  Democrats  to  take  con- 
trol of  the  Democratic  organization. 

They  followed  with  active  measures 
which  were  continued  until  the  assem- 

blage of  the  Democratic  Convention. 

The  money  question  was  also  agitat- 
ed in  the  Republican  Party,  but  not  so 

thoroughly  as  among  the  Democrats. 

The  silver  sentiment  in  all  parties  stead- 
ily increased  and  moved  in  the  direction 

of  the  east.  When  the  Republican 

party  assembled  in  National  Convention 
at  St.  Louis  in  1896,  a  struggle  was 

made  by  Senator  Henry  M.  Teller  of 
Colorado  and  other  western  senators 

for  a  free  coinage  plank,  which,  how- 
ever failed  of  success,  and  Mr.  Teller 

and  many  delegates  in  sympathy  with 
him  withdrew  from  the  convention. 

William  McKinley  was  finally  made  the 

candidate  of  the  Republicans  for  Presi- 
dent and  Garrett  A.  Hobart  for  Vice 

President.  The  platform  of  that  party 

declared  against  the  free  coinage  of  sil- 
ver except  through  an  international 

agreement  which  it  pledged  to  promote. 
When  the  Democratic  Convention  as- 

sembled at  Chicago  in  July,  1896,  a  ma- 

jority of  the  delegates  were  in  favor  of 

the  free  coinage  of  silver.  The  dele- 
gates from  the   state  of  New  York, 
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chosen  at  the  Democratic  State  Con- 
vention held  at  Saratoga,  under  the 

-leadership  of  David  B.  Hill,  led  the 

states  that  were  opposed  to  free  coin- 
age. One  of  the  most  exciting  contests 

that  had  ever  occurred  in  a  National 
Convention  ensued,  in  which  William 

J.  Bryan  of  Nebraska,  then  a  young 

man  of  but  thirty-six  years  of  age,  dis- 
tinguished himself  in  a  remarkable 

speech,  which  had  the  effect  to  carry 
the  convention  by  storm  in  favor  of 

free  coinage,  and  also  to  nominate 

Bryan  himself  for  President.  Arthur 
Sewall  of  Maine  was  nominated  for 
Vice  President. 

The  Republicans  who  withdrew  from 
their  National  Convention  a  little  later 

issued  an  address  in  support  of  the 
Democratic  candidates. 

A  free  silver  convention  composed 

of  members  of  all  parties  held  at  St. 
Louis  also  endorsed  the  Democratic 
candidates. 

The  Populists,  now  grown  into  a* 
strong  party,  existing  principally  in  the 

South  and  West,  at  their  National  Con- 

vention held  at  St.  Louis  in  July,  nomi- 
nated Bryan  for  President  and  Thomas 

E.  Watson  of  Georgia  for  Vice  Presi- 
dent. 

Those  Democrats  who  favored  a  gold 

standard  assembled  in  Indianapolis, 
nominated  Palmer  and  Buckner  as 

candidates  for  President  and  Vice 

President,  and  adopted  a  platform  sup- 
porting a  gold  standard,  opposing  the 

free  coinage  of  silver. 

To  uphold  the  cause  of  bimetallism, 

Bryan  commenced  one  of  the  most  re- 

markable campaigns  in  the  history  of 

the  country.  He  visited  twenty-five 
states  of  the  Union,  addressing  the  peo- 

ple at  the  railroad  stations,  and  in  the 

principal  towns  in  mass  meetings,  where 
they  assembled  in  great  numbers.  In 

this  campaign  he  traveled  over  eighteen 
thousand    miles    making  innumerable 

speeches.  On  one  day  in  Michigan  he 

addressed  twenty-five  audiences,  on  an- 

other day  twenty-seven. 
Mr.  Bryan  visited  Chautauqua  County 

in  the  course  of  this  campaign,  and  on 

Saturday,  August  24,  1896,  addressed 
an  audience  of  more  than  twelve  thous- 

and people  gathered  at  the  Auditor- 
ium at  Celoron.  Joseph  C.  Sibley 

and  others  at  the  same  time  addressed 

a  large  overflow  meeting  assembled 
on  the  outside  of  the  l)uilding. 

Other  meetings  were  held  by  the  Dem- 

ocrats during  the  campaign  in  the  coun- 
ty, which  were  largely  attended  and 

generally  addressed  by  local  speakers. 

While  Bryan  was  addressing  the  peo- 
ple in  public  assemblages  in  all  parts 

of  the  country,  McKinley,  the  Republi- 
can candidate,  introduced  a  new  fea- 
ture in  Presidential  campaigns,  one  that 

had  never  before  been  practiced — that 

of  addressing  delegations  of  his  coun- 
trymen at  his  home  which  was  at  Can- 

ton, Ohio.  During  the  summer  and 

fall  large  delegations,  often  many  dif- 
ferent bodies  of  citizens  in  a  single  day, 

visited  and  were  addressed  by  him  in 

appropriate  speeches  which  proved  an 
effective  way  of  promoting  his  cause  ; 
great  enthusiasm  was  elicited  on  these 
occasions.  Republican  meetings  were 
held  at  Celoron  addressed  by  Henry 

Cabot  Lodge  and  Theodore  Roosevelt. 

The  ability  and  integrity  of  the  two 
Presidential  candidates  were  beyond 

question,  and  the  campaign  was  con- 
ducted free  from  personalities,  and  al- 

though it  strongly  enlisted  public  at- 
tention and  drew  out  great  crowds  of 

people  it  was  the  most  peaceful  and 

orderly  that  had  ever  occurred,  evi- 
dencing the  perfection  that  the  people 

were  acquiring  in  methods  of  self  gov- 
ernment. 

Near  the  close  of  the  campaign  a 

barbecue  was  arranged  at  Fredonia,  at 

w.hich  there  was  a  large  attendance. 
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Speakers  of  both  parties  made  addresses 
on  the  occasion. 

The  weather  on  election  day  was 

most  beautifiiL  Nearly  every  voter 

was  out  and  the  vote  was  mostly  poll- 

ed early  in  the  day.  In  the  whole  Un- 
ited States  McKinley  polled  7,107,823 

votes,  Bryan,  6,511,673,  Palmer, Nation- 
al Democrat,  133,800  votes  and  Lever- 

ing, Prohibitionist,  130,683.  The  re- 

sult was  overwhelming-  in  Chautauqua 
County  in  favor  of  the  Republicans. 
Fourteen  thousand  three  hundred  and 

thirty-five  votes  were  cast  for  McKin- 
ley, 6,168  for  Bryan,  135  for  Palmer. 

453  for  Levering,  Prohibitionist,  and 

414  for  the  Labor  candidate  for  Presi- 
dent. John  Woodward,  Republican  of 

Chautauqua  County,  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  over  James 

A.  Allen,  Democrat,  of  Bufifalo,  for- 

merly a  resident  of  Chautauqua  coun- 
ty. Warren  B.  Hooker  was  elected  to 

Congress,  and  Jerome  B.  Fisher  Coun- 

ty Judge  over  A.  A.  Van  Dusen.  Jer- 
ome Babcock  to  the  Assembly  in  the 

First  District  over  Alvin  B.  Rice  and 

S.  Frederick  Nixon  over  Walter  Rec- 
ord in  the  Second  District. 

John  Woodward  who  was  now  elec- 
ted Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was 

born  in  the  town  of  Charlotte  in  1859. 

In  1878  he  graduated  from  the  State 
Normal  School  and  commenced  the 

study  of  law  with  Warren  and  Morris, 

the  wellknown  lawyers  of  Fredonia, 

He  graduated  from  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  New  York  City  University 

in  1881,  and  commenced  the  practice 

of  law  at  Fredonia,  but  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Jamestown  and  practiced  law 

associated  with  Weaker  L.  Sessions. 
He  was  successively  elected  Supervisor 

of  the  City  of  Jamestown,  City  Attor- 
ney and  District  Attorney  of  Chautau- 
qua County. 

Justice  Woodward  besides  being  dis- 

tinguished as  an  eminent  Judge  is  dis- 

tinguished also  for  his  literary  ability, 

and  his  accomplishments  in  other  fines 
than  the  law.  He  is  often  called  upon 

to  deliver  public  addresses  upon  sub- 

jects of  national  importance  and  on  dis- 
tinguished occasions.  He  was  the  ora- 

tor on  the  occasion  of  the  First  Centen- 
nial Celebration  of  the  settlement  of 

Chautauqua  County  held  at  Westfield  in 

1902. 
Jerome  B.  Fisher  who  was  now  elect- 

ed County  Judge  was  born  in  Russell- 
burg,  Warren  County,  Pennsylvania, 

February  13th,  1851.  He  was  educated 
at  the  Jamestown  schools  and  Cornell 
University.  In  1875  he  commenced  the 

study  of  law  with  Bootey  and  Fowler, 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Buffalo  in 

1878,  and  thereafter  practiced  law  in 
Jamestown.  About  1881,  he  became 

associated  with  Judge  Cook  and  after- 
wards a  member  of  the  firm  Cook, 

Fisher  and  Wade,  for  many  years  the 

leading  law  firm  in  the  county.  In  1888 
he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Repubfican 
National  Convention.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  first  term  as  County  Judge,  he 

was  re-elected  in  1902. 

Judge  Fisher,  besides  being  disting- 
uished as  an  able  judge  and  a  good  law- 

yer, is  an  unusually  strong  and  effec- 
tive speaker,  one  of  the  most  able  and 

eloquent  that  has  ever  represented  our 
county.  His  services  as  a  speaker  are 
in  demand  on  all  important  occasions. 

His  reputation  as  an  orator  extends  be- 
yond his  county  and  state. 

The  few  officers  of  importance  requir- 
ed to  be  elected  in  the  state  in  1897,  and 

the  overwhelming  majority  obtained  by 

the  RepubHcans  in  1896,  seemed  to  in- 
dicate that  the  Democrats  would  not 

seriously  contest  the  election  in  1897. 

The  importance  of  the  municipal  elec- 
tion to  be  held  in  the  city  of  New  York, 

in  which  the  first  Mayor  for  Greater 

New  York  was  to  be  chosen,  gave  such 

a  stimulus  to  the  Democrats  as  to  en- 
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able  them  to  successfully  contest  the 
election  in  both  the  state  and  city. 

In  the  state  Alton  B.  Parker,  Dem- 
ocrat, was  elected  Chief  Judge  of  the 

Court  of  Appeals  by  a  plurality  of  more 
than  fifty  thousand.  In  the  city  of  New 
York  there  were  four  candidates  for 

Mayor,  Van  Wyck,  the  Democratic  or 
Tammany  candidate,  supported  by 
Richard  Croker ;  Tracy,  the  Republican 

candidate,  supported  by  Thomas  Piatt ; 

Seth  Low,  the  Citizens'  Union  or  Anti- 
Platt  candidate,  and  Henry  George. 

The  campaign  was  the  most  extraor- 
dinary ever  held  at  a  municipal  election. 

Great  meetings  were  held  throughout 

the  city.  Van  Wyck  was  elected  Mayor 

by  a  plurality  of  eighty  thousand  over 

Seth  Low,  his  strongest  opponent. 
The  death  of  Henry  George  four  days 

before  the  election,  it  is  believed,  ma- 
terially affected  the  result. 

In  Chautauqua  County  6,412  Repub- 
lican votes  were  polled,  3,126  Demo- 

cratic, 80  PopuHst,  48  Socialist  and  511 
Prohibitionist.  Edgar  J.  Griswold  was 
elected  Sheriff  over  Allen  A.  Gould. 

James  D.  Gallup  was  elected  County 
Clerk  over  Asa  E.  Dye.  Frederick  R. 

Peterson  was  elected  to  the  Assembly 
over  J.  William  Sanbury,  and  S.  Fred 

Nixon  over  Wm.  McGregor  Haynes. 
All  elected  were  Republicans. 
A  gubernatorial  election  occurred  in 

the  fall  of  1898.  During  the  campaign 
Theodore  Roosevelt,  the  Republican 
candidate  for  Governor,  addressed  the 

people  of  Jamestown.  Roosevelt  was 

elected  Governor  over  Augustus  Van 
Wyck,  the  Democratic  candidate. 

Roosevelt's  majority  over  Van  Wyck 
in  Chautauqua  County  was  6,716.  W. 
B.  Hooker  was  elected  to  Congress  over 
J.  William  Sanbury,  the  Democratic 
candidate.  Eleazer  Green  was  elected 
District  Attorney  over  Albert  E.  Nu- 

gent. J.  Samuel  Fowler  was  elected  to 
the  Assembly  for  the  First  District  over 

John  J.  Mahoney  and  S.  Frederick 
Nixon  to  the  Assembly  for  the  Second 
District  over  John  D.  Campbell. 

The  Assembly  of  the  state  of  New 
York  organized  for  the  year  1899  by 
the  election  of  Samuel  Frederick  Nixon 

of  Westfield  as  Speaker.  This  was  the 
first  time  that  a  Speaker  was  ever 

chosen  from  the  County  of  Chautauqua. 
No  town  meetings  were  held  in  the 

spring  of  1899,  the  time  for  holding 
town  meetings  having  been  fixed  by 
law  as  the  same  day  in  the  fall  as  that 

of  the  general  election,  thus  changing  a 
time  honored  custom.  For  nearly  a 

century  town  meetings  had  been  held 
late  in  the  winter  or  early  in  the  spring. 

The  election  this  year  was  the  least 

in  general  importance  of  any  that  had 
ever  been  held  in  the  county,  as  no  state 
officer  was  to  be  chosen.  The  election 

was  notable,  however,  from  the  fact 

that  town  meetings  were  for  the  first 
time  held  in  the  fall,  and  at  the  same 

time  of  the  general  election.  This  cir- 
cumstance had  the  effect  to  draw  out 

a  large  vote. 
Warren  B.  Hooker  of  Fredonia  who 

had  resigned  his  office  as  Member  of 

Congress,  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publicans for  the  ofifice  of  Justice  of  the 

Supreme  Court,  and  was  one  of  the 

three  justices  elected  in  the  Judicial 
District. 

Thomas  Hutson  had  been  nominated 

by  the  RepubHcans  to  fill  the  leading 
office  on  the  county  ticket  for  this  year, 

that  of  County  Treasurer.  He  after- 
wards withdrew  and  Emmons  Swift  was 

placed  in  nomination  for  that  office  in 
his  stead,  and  was  elected  over  Obed 
Edson,  Democrat. 

Warren  B.  Hooker,  who  was  now 

elected  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
was  born  in  Perrysburg,  Cattaraugus 

County,  in  1856.  He  received  his  edu- 
cation at  the  Forestville  Academy,  and 

graduated   there   in   1876.     He  com- 
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menced  the  study  of  law  with  John  G. 

Record  of  Forestville,  and  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in  1879.  After  practicing 

law  for  a  short  time  in  Tacoma  in  the 

State  of  Washington,  he  returned  to 

Chautauqua  County  and  commenced 

practicing  law  at  Fredonia.  In  1890, 

he  was  elected  a  Representative  to  Con- 
gress, and  was  the  youngest  member 

of  the  House,  being  but  thirty-four 
years  of  age.  Next  to  Governor  Fen- 
ton  he  and  Hon.  S.  Frederick  Nixon 

have  had  the  most  remarkable  political 
careers  of  any  citizens  resident  of  the 

county.  Mr.  Hooker  while  in  Congress 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  Rivers  and 

Harbors  Committee,  one  of  the  most 

important  in  the  House.  He  was  re- 
elected and  continued  in  Congress  until 

1899,  when  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 

Supreme  Court  which  position  he  has 
held  until  the  present  time.  Fredonia 
seems  to  have  been  the  home  of  the 

judiciary.  Many  judges  have  been 
elected  to  that  court  in  the  past,  from 

the  legal  fraternity  of  that  village. 

James  Mullett,  Benjamin  F.  Green, 
George  Barker,  John  S.  Lambert,  John 
Woodward,  all  at  some  time  previous 

to,  or  at  the  time  of  their  election,  re- 
sided in  Fredonia,  and  now  Warren 

B.  Hooker  made  the  sixth  representa- 
tive to  that  court  from  Fredonia — a  re- 

cord that  the  City  of  Buffalo  scarcely 
exceeds. 

As  1900  was  the  Presidential  year,  a 

strong  interest  began  to  be  manifested 

both  among  the  Republicans  and  Dem- 
ocrats in  local  as  well  as  in  state  and 

national  politics.  In  the  county  there 

were  some  dissensions  in  the  Republi- 

can Party,  and  also  some  in  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  Bryan  appeared  to  be  the 

choice  of  the  great  majority  of  Demo- 
crats in  Chautauqua  County  as  a  Presi- 

dential candidate.  The  Chicago  Plat- 
form adopted  four  years  before,  with 

an  additional  plank  against  trusts  and 

imperialism  represented  their  code  of 

principles. 
The  Repu1)lican  National  Convention 

held  in  Philadelphia,  nominated  William 

McKinley  for  President  and  Theodore 
Roosevelt  for  Vice  President.  The 
Democratic  Convention  met  in  Kansas 

City  and  nominated  William  J.  Bryan 
for  President  and  Adlai  Stevenson  for 

Vice  President.  Frank  H.  Mott,  the 

Democratic  delegate  to  the  National 
Convention  from  Chautauqua  County, 

was  chosen  to  represent  the  State  of 

New  York  upon  the  connnittee  to  notify 
Bryan  of  his  nomination. 

Presidential  campaigns  usually  have 
their  distinctive  characteristics.  That 

of  1900  was  unlike  others  that  preceded 
it.  Notwithstanding  the  interesting 
issues  involved,  there  was  apparent 

apathy  throughout  the  country  for 
more  than  three  months  after  the  nom- 

inations were  made.  There  was  but  lit- 
tle discussion  of  the  issues  upon  thq 

streets  and  in  the  public  places,  and 

when  they  were  discussed,  it  was  in  a 

temperate  manner.  During  the  four 

years  that  had  elapsed  since  the  last 
Presidential  campaign,  the  war  with 

Spain  and  in  the  Phillipine  Islands 
greatly  interested  the  American  people 
and  the  reading  of  the  daily  newspapers 

had  suddenly  become  a  general  and 
habitual  custom  among  the  masses. 

The  price  of  newspapers  had  greatly 

cheapened.  The  penny  daily  newspa- 

pers such  as  the  Times,  the  News,  Ex- 
press and  the  Courier,  all  of  Buffalo, 

now  reached  the  most  remote  country 
districts  and  were  universally  read.  In 

a  great  measure  the  peopje  were  form- 
ing their  opinions  based  upon  the  read- 
ing of  daily  newspapers.  Yet  after  the 

Democratic  State  Convention  was  held 
in  New  York  for  the  nomination  of  a 

state  ticket,  a  campaign  of  speaking 

commenced  and  the  people  came  out  in 

great  numbers  to  listen.     The  meet- 
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iiio-s,  particularly  the  Democratic  L^'ath- 

ering-s,  were  fully  attended.  Respect- 
ful attention  was  given  to  the  speeches. 

The  i)eople  throughout  the  county  were 

addressed  by  local  speakers  of  both 

parties.  Upon  the  Democratic  side, 

Frank  H.  Mott,  Thomas  P.  Heffernan, 

J.  W.  Sanbury,  Arthur  Kettle,  Walter 

H.  Edson,  Benjamin  Strauss,  Hiram 
Smith  and  Eaton  L.  Moses  were  among 

the  local  speakers.  John  B.  Stanch- 
field,  the  Democratic  candidate  for 

Governor,  addressed  a  large  meeting 
at  Dunkirk  and  another  at  Jamestown. 

The  principal  Democratic  meeting  was 
held  at  Celoron  on  the  30th  of  October 

when  Bryan,  Stanchfield  and  others  ad- 
dressed eight  thousand  people.  In  the 

evening  of  the  same  day  Mr.  Bryan  ad- 

dressed another  large  meeting  at  Dun- 
kirk. 

The  Republicans  commenced  their 

campaign  a  little  later.  Among  their 
local  speakers  were  Judge  J.  B.  Fisher, 
A.  C.  Wade,  James  L.  Weeks,  Hon.  S. 
Fred  Nixon  and  J.  T.  Larmonth. 

Chauncey  M.  Depew  made  a  political 
address  at  the  fair  at  Dunkirk.  Ex- 
Governor  Black  addressed  a  meeting 

at  Celoron.  The  principal  Repubhcan 

meeting  and  the  largest  held  by  that 

party  within  the  county  during  the 
campaign  was  addressed  by  Theodore 

Roosevelt  at  Jamestown.  He  had  ad- 
dressed another  large  meeting  on  the 

same  day  at  Dunkirk. 
At  the  general  election  in  the  fall  of 

1900,  McKinley  was  elected  President. 
Fifteen  thousand  three  hundred  twenty 

votes  were  polled  in  the  county  for  the 

Republican  ticket,  6,660  for  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket  and  589  for  the  Temper- 

ance ticket.  Odell  was  elected  Govern- 
or over  Stanchfleld,  Samuel  J.  Fowler 

to  the  Assembly  in  the  First  District 

over  Arthur  W.  Kettle,  S.  Frederick 

Nixon  in  the  Second  District  over  Wil- 

liam S.  Stearns,  Egburt  E.  Woodbury 

Surrogate  over  Albert  E.  Nugent. 

James  D.  Gallup  County  Clerk  over 
Daniel  Mahoney,  Henry  H.  Cooper 

Sheriff  over  Hugh  L.  Allen.  All  elected 

were  Republicans. 

January  10,  1900,  Governor  Roose- 
velt appointed  Lester  F.  Stearns  of 

Dunkirk  State  Tax  Commissioner, 
which  office  he  now  holds.  Mr.  Stearns 

was  born  in  the  town  of  Villenova  in 

1856,  was  educated  at  the  Forestville 
Academy,  studied  law,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1882,  and  commenced  the 

l^ractice  of  law  in  Dunkirk.  In  1886  he 
was  elected  District  Attorney  and 
served  two  terms. 

The  Republican  majoritv  in  the  coun- 
ty in  1901  was  about  four  thousand  four 

hundred.  Eleazer  Green  was  elected 

District  Attorney  over  Arthur  W.  Ket- 
tle, J.  Samuel  Fowler  to  the  Assembly 

in  the  First  Assembly  District  over 

Walter  H.  Edson  and  S.  Frederick  Nix- 

on over  James  ().  Bennett. 
At  the  general  election  held  in  the 

fall  of  1902,  Benjamin  B.  Odell  Jr., 

Republican,  was  elected  Governor  over 

I)ird  S.  Coler,  Odell  receiving  in  Chau- 
tauqua County  thirteen  thousand  three 

hundred  thirteen  and  Coler  four  thous- 
and nine  hundred  thirty  votes.  Jerome 

1).  Fisher  was  elected  County  Judge 

over  Walter  H.  Edson,  J.  Samuel  Fow- 
ler Member  of  Assembly  in  the  First 

District  over  Arthur  W.  Kettle  and  S. 
Frederick  Nixon  in  the  Second  District 
over  Charles  H.  Corbett. 

Frank  H.  Mott  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty was  nominated  at  the  Democratic 

State  Convention  held  in  Saratoga  on 

the  first  of  October,  1902,  as  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate  for  Secretary  of  State. 

( )n  his  return  from  the  convention  to 

his  home  in  Jamestown  the  people  of 
his  city,  without  distinction  of  party, 

gave  him  a  public  reception,  and 

marched  in  parade  through  the  streets 

of  Jamestown  to  the  City  hall,  where 
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speeches  were  made  in  his  honor  by 
leading  citizens  of  all  parties,  which  told 
the  story  of  his  personal  popnlarity  and 

at  the  same  time  of  the  unpartisan  gen- 

erosity of  his  fellow  townsmen,  th'e 

great  majority  of  whom  were  Republi- 
cans. Although  Mr.  Mott  was  not 

elected,  he  carried  the  strong  Republi- 
can city  of  Jamestown  by  nearly  three 

hundred  majority. 

At  the  assembling  of  the  Legislature 

at  Albany  in  January  succeeding  the 
election,  Hon.  S.  Frederick  Nixon  was 

for  the  fifth  time  elected  Speaker  of 

the  Assembly.  Next  to  Governor  Fen- 
ton,  he  with  Hon.  Warren  B.  Hooker, 

has  had  the  most  remarkable  and  suc- 
cessful political  career  of  any  citizen 

resident  of  the  county.  He  was  born 

in  Westfield,  Chautauqua  County,  De- 
cember 3d,  i860.  He  was  educated  at 

the  public  schools  and  academy  at 
Westfield  and  at  Hamilton  College,, 

where  he  graduated  in  1881.  In  1886 
he  was  elected  Supervisor  of  Westfield, 

and  in  1887,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven, 
Member  of  Assembly  for  the  First  As- 

sembly District  of  Chautauqua  County. 
He  has  now  for  thirteen  terms  been 

elected  to  the  Assembly.  He  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Railroads  in 

1895  and  1896,  and  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  in  1897 

and  1898,  which  carried  with  it  the  lead- 
ership of  his  party  on  the  floor  of  the 

Assembly.  Five  years  he  has  been 

Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  a  longer  per- 
iod than  that  position  has  been  held  in 

the  history  of  the  state  by  any  mem- 
ber except  James  W.  Husted. 

During  all  the  time  that  he  has  been 

serving  in  the  Legislature,  he  has  been 
continuously  elected  Supervisor  of  his 
native  town,  and  has  served  seventeen 

years  in  all,  eleven  of  which  he  has  been 
Chairman  of  the  Board,  a  longer  period 
as  a  member  and  as  chairman,  than  any 

other  person  except  Loren  B.  Sessions. 

He  is  a  popular  public  speaker  and  one 
of  the  most  influential  and  prominent 
leaders  of  his  party  in  the  state.  He 
has  filled  all  the  various  places  of  trust 

with  integrity  and  ability  and  with  cred- 
it to  himself  and  his  native  county. 

We  have  now  brought  the  political 

history  of  the  county  down  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  yet  it  will  be  far  from  com- 

plete without  some  account  of  the 

Board  of  Supervisors.  That  body  has 

always  been  a  very  important  factor  in 
the  afifairs  of  the  county.  Supervisors 

are  chosen  at  town  meetings.  Town 

meetings  have  always  been  the  most 

notable  and  generally  the  best  attend- 
ed of  all  election  days. 

At  town  meetings  there  are  chosen  a 
dozen  or  more  officers  to  conduct  town 

afifairs,  requiring  qualifications  as  var- 
ious as  the  accomplishments  required 

of  the  officers  of  the  county,  or  of  the 
state.  There  is  selected  a  Commission- 

er of  Highways,  who  should  have  a 
knowledge  of  the  travel  and  commerce 

of  his  town,  and  also  a  practical  knowl- 
edge of  the  art  of  bridging  its  streams 

and  building  its  highways  ;  an  Assessor 
conversant  with  the  value  of  real  estate 

and  of  the  pecuniary  circumstances  of 
his  townsmen ;  a  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
familiar  in  no  small  measure  with  the 

law ;  a  Constable  and  Collector  of  ex- 

ecutive ability,  and  before  all  a  Super- 
visor familiar  with  the  interests  and 

general  affairs  of  the  town.  Trivial  as 
seem  the  duties  of  these  town  officers 

compared  with  those  of  the  state  and 
the  officers  of  the  nation,  they  are  of 

as  much  public  importance  and  as  vital 
to  the  communities  which  these  officers 

represent,  as  are  the  duties  of  those  of 
a  higher  grade.  The  state  itself  would 

perish  as  quickly  for  the  want  of  atten- 
tion to  the  affairs  of  these  primary  com- 

munities, as  it  would  from  neglect  of  the 

larger  affairs  of  the  state  and  nation. 

Aside  from  the  election  of  a  Presi- 



CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 340 

(lent,  and  perhaps  that  of  a  (K3vernor, 
the  voter  takes  a  greater  interest  in  the 

choice  of  town  officers,  particularly  that 

of  the  Supervisor,  than  in  the  choice 

of  officers  of  a  higher  grade.  Conse- 
quently town  meetings  have  been  better 

attended  than  general  elections,  except 
when  a  President  is  to  be  elected,  and 

then  the  larger  attendance  is  due  to  the 

greater  effort  made  to  bring  the  voters 
out. 

This  cvpparent  indifference  upon  the 

part  of  the  voter  is  not  proof  of  his 
want  of  patriotism  or  intelligence,  1:>ut 
is  evidence  rather  that  he  knows  the 
difference  between  an  exercise  of  the 

right  of  suffrage  absolutely  without 
restraint,  and  a  qualified  and  perverted 
use  of  such  right.  In  the  town  caucuses 
and  town  meetings,  the  influence  of  the 
voter  is  relatively  much  greater  than  at 

general  elections.  When  town  officers 
are  nominated  and  elected  the  voter  is 

personally  present,  and  his  vote  and 
his  influence  has  its  full  force  and  effect, 

while  candidates  for  state  and  county 
officers  are  chosen  in  caucuses  and  in 

conventions  through  delegates,  the  vot- 
er himself  not  l^eing  present,  a  system 

that  is  supposed  to  give  a  just  repre- 
sentation to  the  elector.  He,  on  the 

contrary,  is  often  misrepresented  1)v 
the  action  of  a  delegated  convention. 

The  discerning  elector  understands 

this,  and  it  explains  his  apathv  on  elec- 
tion day. 

At  the  town  elections  we  have  an 

opportunity  of  observing  how  thor- 
oughly the  people  perform  the  dutv  of 

choosing  their  officers.  The  fitness  and 

ability  of  these  officers  are  relativelv 

equal,  or  superior  to  those  of  the  coun- 
ty and  the  state.  It  is  seldom  that  a 

weak  or  crooked  candidate  for  Super- 

visor can  successfully  pass  the  ordeal 
of  a  town  caucus,  with  almost  everv 

member  of  his  party  out,  and  again  at 

the  polls  with  almost  every  voter  of  his 

town  casting  a  vote  and  personally  ac- 
quainted with  the  candidate  and  his 

qualifications.  Although  it  is  not  al- 
ways the  best  man  in  the  town  that  is 

chosen  Supervisor,  he  is  almost  invari- 
ably among  the  most  respectable 

and  capable  of  its  citizens.  No  person 
has  more  just  cause  to  be  proud  of 
official  honors,  however  high  his  rank, 

than  he  who  is  selected  by  his  towns- 
men as  their  Supervisor.  The  Board  of 

Supervisors  in  this  county  has  always 
been  made  up  of  representative  men. 
who  have  been  well  informed,  patriotic 

and  faithful  to  their  duties,  more  capa- 
ble according  to  the  importance  of  the 

task  assigned  them  than  the  members 

of  most  legislative  assemblies.  The 

Board  of  Supervisors  of  Chautauqua 

County  representing  eighty-eight  thous- 
and inhabitants  is  relatively  a  superior 

body  of  men  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  York  representing  seven 
million  inhabitants  and,  we  venture  to 

say,  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 

States,  representing  seventy-six  mil- 
lions of  people. 

For  nearly  a  century,  and  until  re- 
cently, the  election  of  town  officers  was 

held  late  in  the  winter  or  early  in  the 

spring,  entirely  separate  from  the  elec- 
tion of  county  and  state  officers  which 

took  place  in  the  fall.  Town  meetings 
held  at  so  distant  a  time  from  election, 

were  as  independent  of  general  politics 
as  it  was  possible  to  make  them,  and 

gave  the  people  about  their  only  oppor- 
tunity to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage 

freely  and  without  interference  from  the 

professional  politician.  The  town 
meetings  of  New  England  were  the 
birth  places  of  home  rule.  At  those  lit- 

tle assemblages  the  ability  of  the  people 
to  govern  themselves  was  first  demon- 

strated, and  the  fires  of  American  inde- 

pendence first  kindled.  Town  govern- 
ment formed  the  basis  of  free  institu- 
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tions  in  the  New  England  States.  The 

people  there  have  long  been  in  the  habit 
of  contrasting  their  system  of  town 

meetings  with  the  southern  method 
where  the  county  is  made  the  unit  of 

government.  The  State  of  New  York 

early  adopted  the  plan  of  New  England, 

and  separated  town  meetings  from  elec- 
tions and  fixed  the  time  of  their  hold- 

ing in  the  spring  so  that  they  might  be 
free  from  political  influences  as  far  as 

possible. 
The  change  of  the  time  for  holding 

town  meetings  to  the  fall  when  elec- 
tions are  held,  it  is  to  be  feared,  will 

liave  the  effect  in  time,  to  take  from 

the  townspeople  their  full  influence  in 
the  election  of  Supervisors  and  place 
them  under  the  domination  of  the  men 

who  manipulate  elections ;  that  it  will 

ultimately  have  the  effect  to  take  the 
interest  of  the  townspeople  away  from 
the  election  of  the  Supervisors  and 
other  town  officers  and  gradually  place 

them  under  the  control  of  the  politician 

and  lower  the  dignity  and  importance 
of  the  town.  The  rank  and  file  of  the 

dominant  party  will  lose  even  more  l)y 

the  change,  than  the  party  of  minority 
in  the  end. 

The  first  annual  meeting  of  the 

Board  of  Supervisors  was  held  at 

Scott's  Tavern  in  Mayville  on  the  third 
Tuesday  of  October,  1811.  It  continued 
two  days.  Matthew  Prendergast  was 
Supervisor  of  the  town  of  Chautauqua 
which  comprised  the  western  part  of  the 

county,  and  Philo  Orton  of  the  town 
of  Pomfret  which  comprised  the  eastern 

part  of  the  county.  Charles  B.  Rouse 

was  the  Clerk  of  the  Board.  The  prin- 
cipal item  of  business  transacted  at  tliis 

meeting  was  to  vote  to  raise  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  Courthouse  and  Jail. 

The  third  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  held  in  181 3,  consisted  of 

five  members,  John  Scott  for  Chautau- 

qua, James  Prendergast  for  Ellicott, 
Samuel  Sinclear  for  Gerry,  Nedebiah 

Angell  for  Hanover,  and  Philo  Orton 

for  Pomfret.  This  year  the  Board  elect- 
ed Philo  Orton  for  Chairman.  lie  was 

the  first  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Su- 
pervisors of  Chautauqua  County. 

Charles  B.  Rouse  was  again  elected 
Clerk. 

The  following  Supervisors  were 
chosen  Chairman  of  the  Board  during 

the  early  years  that  elapsed  prior  to 

the  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal : 
Philo  Orton  1813,  James  Prendergast 

THOMAS  B.  CAMPBELL. 

in  1 8 14,  David  Eaton  in  181 5,  Martin 

Prendergast  in  181 6,  John  Brownell  in 

1817,  probably  Samuel  Sinclear  in  1818, 
(the  records  are  lost),  John  Erew  in 

1 819,  Thomas  B.  Campbell  in  1820, 

Palmer  Phillips  in  1821,  Leverett  Bar- 
ker in  1822,  and  Thomas  B.  Campbell 

in  1823,  1824  and  1825.  The  following 
persons  were  chosen  Clerk  of  the  Board 

during  those  years  :  Charles  B.  Rouse 
in  1811,  1812,  1813,  1814,  1815,  Jacob 

Houghton  in  181 6,  James  P.  Rogers  in 
1817  and  David  Eaton  in  1820,  1821, 

1822,  1823,  1824  and  182.5. 



242 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

During  the  Pioneer  Period  the  Board 

of  Supervisors  was  occupied  first  with 

questions  growing  out  of  the  War  of 
1 812,  with  measures  for  the  protection 

of  the  frontier  and  to  secure  the  safety 
of  their  famihes.  A  Httle  later  with  the 

building  of  roads  and  bridges  and  mak- 
ing other  improvements  such  as  the 

scant  means  of  the  county  afYorded. 

They  took  measures  for  the  destruction 
of  wolves.  Wolves  increased  with  the 

sheep  and  other  animals,  upon  which 

they  preyed.  They  at  length  became 
very  obnoxious  to  the  settlers.  Large 
bounties  were  offered  by  the  Board  of 

Supervisors  for  wolf  scalps.  Hunters 
devoted  their  entire  time  to  obtaining 
these  bounties.  Sometimes  a  hunter 

was  able  to  pay  for  his  land,  or  nearly 

so,  by  the  bounties  he  received  for  the 
wolves  that  he  had  killed.  The  boun- 

ties authorized  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors to  be  paid  for  wolf  scalps  aver- 

aged more  than  five  hundred  dollars 

annually  for  six  successive  years  follow- 
ing 1814.  In  a  single  year,  1818,  the 

county  paid  seven  hundred  ten  dollars. 
The  state  and  towns  more  than  doubled 
this  amount  of  bounties.  The  last 

bounty  paid  was  to  Sewall  Spaulding 

for  killing  a  wolf  in  the  town  of  Ville- 
nova. 

The  Supervisors  of  the  Pioneer  Per- 
iod were  representative  men.  They 

were  seldom  well  educated  but  well  in- 

formed. They  had  force  of  character 

and  were  capable  of  large  enterprises 
as  the  record  of  their  lives  will  show. 

John  McMahan  (the  first  Supervisor  of 
the  county,  he  represented  the  town  of 

Chautauqua  on  the  Niagara  County 

Board  of  Supervisors  in  1805)  pur- 
chased twenty-two  thousand  acres  of 

land  in  Westfield,  for  which  he  agreed 

to  pay  fifty-five  thousand  dollars.  He 
paid  over  one  thousand  down.  He  was 

the  first  to  make  extensive  improve- 
ments in  the  county.    Often  the  name 

of  Prendergast  appears  in  the  list  of 

early  Supervisors  and  among  those 

filling  important  official  positions.  The 
Prendergasts  were  all  practical  and 
successful  men  in  large  undertakings. 
Over  three  thousand  acres  of  land 

were  owned  by  William  Prendergast 
and  his  sons  and  daughters.  Although 

wealthy  and  prosperous  they  were  by 

no  means  aristocratic,  but  plain,  unas- 
suming, intelligent  people  of  good  sense 

and  strict  integrity.  Four  of  the  Pren- 
dergast brothers  were  prominent 

among  the  early  Supervisors,  Matthew, 
Martin,  Thomas  and  James  ;  the  latter 

was  founder  of  Jamestown  and  gave 

his  name  to  that  city.  Samuel  Sinclear 

was  a  hardy,  resolute  frontiersman.  He 
was  the  pioneer  of  the  central  part  of  the 

county.  He  purchased  a  large  tract 
of  land  there  and  built  upon  it  mills  and 

made  extensive  improvements.  He 

founded  and  gave  his  name  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Sinclairville.  Nedebiah  Angell 

founded  the  Angell  settlement  in  Han- 
over. John  Frew  founded  Frewsburg, 

where  he  built  mills  and  engaged  ex- 
tensively in  the  lumber  business  and 

through  his  industry  and  enterprise  be- 
came wealthy. 

There  were  other  strong  characters 

among  the  early  vSupervisors :  Philo 
Orton,  Dr.  John  E.  Marshall,  David 

Eaton,  John  Dexter,  Nathan  Mixer, 
Leverett  Barker.  Judge  Thomas  B. 

Campbell,  Joseph  Brownell,  Palmer 
Phillips,  Amos  Atwater,  Seth  Snow, 
Joel  Burnell,  Calvin  Warren,  Hugh  B. 

Patterson,  James  Hall,  Abiram  Orton, 
Ezra  Puffer,  Daniel  Sherman,  Reuben 

Slayton,  Abijah  Clark  and  Vilroy  Bal- 
com  were  leaders  in  the  communities 

in  which  they  lived. 

More  than  three-quarters  of  a  cen- 

tury has  gone  by  since  those  old  Super- 
visors gathered  in  the  ancient  inn  of 

Jedediah  Tracy  at  Mayville,  discussed 
the  events  of  their  day ;  of  the  last  war 
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with  England ;  of  the  campaigns  of  Na- 
poleon, or  indnlged  in  jests  that  savored 

of  the  woods  and  clearings.  Yet  many 
as  are  the  years  that  have  passed  since 
then,  the  memory  of  their  labors  is  still 

fresh  and  green,  and  many  of  their 
names  are  household  words  in  the  towns 

which  they  represented. 
With  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal 

in  1825,  there  came  an  increase  of  popu- 
lation ;  a  necessity  for  improved  roads 

and  bridges  and  also  a  greater  number 

and  more  expensive  county  buildings. 
The  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 

Board  of  Supervisors  consequently  in- 
creased. The  completion  of  the  New 

York  and  Erie  Railroad  to  Dunkirk  in 

1852,  the  public  improvements  that  fol- 
lowed, the  demands  of  the  Civil  War, 

the  increase  in  the  public  expenditures 
that  followed  the  increase  of  wealth  of 

the  county  during  the  last  fifty  years, 

greatly  increased  the  importance  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  which  the  towns 

fully  recognized  for  many  years  by 
sending  competent  men  there.  In  no 
county  in  the  state  have  the  people 

taken  more  pride  in  continuously  send- 
ing their  best  men  to  serve  on  the  Board 

of  Supervisors  than  in  the  County  of 

Chautauqua.  That  fact  has  been  pro- 
ductive of  far  reaching  results.  It  has 

been  one  of  the  principal  causes  that 

has  made  Chautauqua  County  so  in- 
fluential in  the  politics  of  the  state. 

Bright  and  ambitious  young  men,  con- 
scious of  the  respect  in  which  their 

townsmen  hold  this  office,  for  many 
years  have  been  in  the  habit  of  seeking 
to  establish  their  claim  to  distinction, 

by  being  elected  Supervisor  of  their 

town.  And  perhaps  no  political  suc- 
cess of  their  lives,  however  great,  has 

given  them  more  genuine  satisfaction 
than  their  first  election  to  that  honor- 

able post.  A  majority  of  the  County 

Judges  and  higher  officers  of  the  coun- 

ty, first  served  on  the  Board  of  Super- 

visors. Of  the  Members  of  the  Legis- 
lature chosen  since  the  countv  was  or- 

ganized and  of  the  Members  of  Con- 
gress representing  Chautauqua  County 

in  the  last  fifty  years,  there  are  but  few 
that  did  not  gain  their  first  distinction 

by  being  elected  Supervisor,  usually  of 
their  native  town.  Of  the  present 

three  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
now  residing  in  Chautauqua  County, 
Lambert,  Woodward  and  Hooker,  all 

early  represented  their  respective  towns 
on  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  Fenton, 

Allen,  Walter  and  Loren  Sessions,  Be- 
mus.  Brewer,  Patterson  and  Nixon,  for 

many  years  leading  politicians  of  the 
county  and  state,  were  all  once  active 

members  of  the  Board  of  Suj^ervisors 

of  Chautauqua  County.  There  thev 
first  established  their  reputations  as 
men  of  a1)ility  and  as  astute  poHticians. 
Indeed  the  Board  of  Supervisors  has 

been  the  cradle  of  the  Chautauqua 

County  politician,  the  school  where  he 
has  learned  his  first  lessons  in  political 
science.  Among  the  graduates  from 

this  school  have  been  many  accomplish- 
ed and  sometimes  not  over  scrupulous 

masters  of  the  craft,  who  have  often 

made  their  influence  stronglv  felt  at 

the  state  capital,  schemers  so  deeply 
versed  in  the  subtle  art  and  its  devious 

ways  as  to  be  able  to  redeem  their  full 
share  of  official  honors  in  the  state. 

Not  always  "by  ways  that  are  dark 
and  tricks  that  are  vain"  have  their  suc- 

cesses been  won.  For  there  are  and 

have  been  leading  and  successful  men 

among  them,  who  have  gained  their 

political  honors  by  just  and  honorable 

methods,  who  have  applied  the  same 

open  and  straight  forward  rules  in  polit- 
ical life  and  acts  as  they  have  in  their 

private  and  business  dealings  and  have 

succeeded  quite  as  easily  and  far  more 
satisfactorily  than  by  dubious  methods  ; 

leaving  the   memory   of  no  unsavorv 
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methods  to  haunt  their  descendants  in 

after  years. 
The  Board  of  Supervisors  has  always 

been  composed  of  picked  men  whom 

the  people  of  the  respective  towns  have 
taken  pride  in  electing.  In  no  county 
in  the  state  have  its  interests  been  bet- 

ter served  and  its  affairs  more  wisely 
conducted  than  in  Chautauqua  by  its 

legislature.    We  will  not  here  give  the 

I. 

ODIN  BENEDICT. 

names  of  the  many  competent  men  that 
have  composed  it.  That  work  has  been 

performed  by  Hon.  Benjamin  S.  Dean 
in  another  volume.  We  will,  however, 

give  the  names  and  the  length  of  ser- 
vice of  the  able  officers  who  have  pre- 

sided over  its  deliberations  since  1825. 
the  names  of  the  Chairmen  and  Clerks 

prior  to  that  time,  having  been  pre- 
viously given.  Loren  B.  Sessions  has 

presided  as  Chairman  seventeen  years, 
S.  Fred  Nixon  eleven  years,  Odin 

Benedict  ten  years^  Timothy  Judson 

four  years,  Nathan  Mixer,  Reuben  E. 
Fenton,  George  W.  Patterson  and 
Francis  B.  Brewer  each  three  years ; 

James  Hall,  Samuel  Barrett,  James 

Parker,  Augustus  F.  Allen,  C.  L.  Nor- 
ton, C.  B.  Brockway  and  John  J.  Aid- 

rich  each  two  years ;  Daniel  Sherman, 

George  A.  French,  Oliver  Lee,  David 

Eaton,  Elisha  Norton,  John  G.  Hinck- 
ley, Orson  Stiles,  Nahum  S.  vScott  and 

Silas  Vinton  each  one  year. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the 
Clerks  and  the  length  of  time  they  have 

served :  Elias  H.  Jenner  twenty-four 
years,  Otis  D.  Hinckley  twenty  years, 

Rufus  Jones  six  years,  Lucius  Hurlbut 
five  years,  David  Eaton,  four  years. 
Thomas  A.  Osborne  three  years,  John 

G.  Hinckley,  Walter  L.  Sessions,  Dan- 
iel Sherman,  Charles  Chadwick  and 

Stukley  Ellsworth  each  two  years, 

George  A.  Green,  F.  H.  Ruggles,  Nel- 
son Rowe,  Richard  Willing  and  S.  Mer- 

vin  Smith  each  one  year. 

June  19th,  1901,  occurred  a  memor- 
able gathering  in  the  county,  the  first 

annual  reunion  of  the  Chautauqua 

County  Supervisors  and  officials,  and 
their  wives.  It  was  held  at  Bemus 

Point.  There  was  a  large  attendance, 

a  banquet  and  speeches  by  S.  Frederick 

Nixon,  Maj.  Hiram  Smith,  Obed  Ed- 
son,  A.  C.  Wade,  J.  T.  Williams,  Louis 

McKinstry,  Frank  H.  Mott  and  Hon. 

A.  G.  Dow.  The  following  year  a  sec- 

ond meeting  was  held.  Annual  reun- 

ions or  outings  attended  by  the  Super- 
visors, county  officers  and  their  wives, 

besides  being  occasions  of  very  pleasant 

meetings,  renew  acquaintanceships,  in- 

tensify attachments  and  cultivate  a  pa- 
triotic regard  for  the  county. 



CHAPTER  XXII. 

CONCLUSION. 

Patriotism  springs  from  the  hearthstone.  The  home,  the  school  district,  the  town 
and  the  county  are  its  nurseries.  The  greater  the  regard  for  these  home  governments, 
the  greater  the  love  for  the  state  and  the  country. 

In  the  Old  World,  civil  divisions  cor- 
responding to  our  counties  have  Httle 

importance.  There  all  authority,  politi- 
cal, social  and  religious,  is  centered  in 

one  chief  city.  The  subdivisions  of  the 

nation  are  not  independent  communi- 
ties with  a  local  sovereignty  like  our 

states  and  counties.  AH  parts  of  the 

kingdom,  however  remote,  of  what- 
ever local  designation,  must  look  to  a 

cold,  austere  and  distant  central  author- 
ity for  the  redress  of  wrongs  and  the 

protection  of  rights.  Legislators  and 
rulers  are  too  far  away  from  the  people 

to  clearly  understand  their  interests,  or 

to  have  a  sympathetic  care  for  their 

happiness.  The  boundary  lines  of  a  de- 
partment in  a  monarchical  government 

do  not  mark  the  limits  of  an  independ- 

ent community  having  distinctive  char- 
acteristics, local  pride  and  a  history, 

unless  it  may  be  that  of  some  grand  lord 

living  in  some  great  castle  within  its 
borders. 

In  our  Federal  RepubHc  the  reverse 

is  true.  It  includes  many  sovereignties 
within  its  boundaries  and  each  separate 

sovereignty  inspires  a  patriotism  and 

has  a  history  of  its  own.  The  love  that 
an  American  citizen  bears  for  his  whole 

country  is  independent  of  the  esteem 
that  he  has  for  his  state.    This  is  also 

true  of  his  county  and  of  his  town,  and 
of  the  still  stronger  affection  that  he 

has  for  his  family.  Indeed  family  ties 

and  the  love  of  family  are  the  germs 

from  whence  all  empire  and  all  patriot- 
ism springs.  Family  rule  is  primitive 

government.  Family  sway  is  the  es- 
sence of  home  rule,  having  the  hearth- 
stone for  its  seat  of  power,  and  the 

homestead  for  its  domain. 

Next  in  intensity  to  the  love  of  home 

and  family  is  the  affection  that  a  citi- 
zen bears  for  his  town.  Townsmen  are 

acquaintances,  neighbors  and  friends 

bound  together  by  the  strongest  of  ties. 
Almost  as  strong  is  the  affection 

that  a  citizen  has  for  his  county.  The 

county  is  the  simplest  form  of  a  repre- 
sentative democracy.  It  is  indeed  a 

state  within  itself.  Its  citizens  feel  that 

they  are  fellow  countrymen,  and  that 

beyond  its  borders,  in  a  certain  meas- 
ure, is  a  land  of  strangers. 

Thus  we  see  that  the  human  heart  is 

capable  of  entertaining  an  unconfiicting 
patriotic  love  for  distinct  bodies  politic. 

Patriotism  is  not  weakened  by  the  cul- 
tivation of  these  various  attachments 

but  greatly  stimulated  and  intensified, 
so  that  notwithstanding  this  affection 

for  the  family,  for  the  town  and  coun- 

ty, there  warms  in  the  breast  of  the  cit- 
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izen  undivided  loyalty  to  his  state  and 
still  there  is  room  in  his  heart  for  an 

undiminished  love  and  pride  in  the 

greater  glory  of  his  country. 
A  county,  then,  may  command  the 

loyalty  of  its  citizens  without  disloyal- 
ty to  the  state  and  jnstly  cultivate  a 

history  of  its  own,  and  have  a  love  and 
pride  for  all  that  distinguishes  it.  The 

courts  so  frequentlv   convened  within 

The  regard  that  a  citizen  has  for  the 

county  in  which  he  lives  is  usually 

strong  indeed.  The  Chautauquan  has 
good  reason  for  pride  in  his.  From 
being  the  most  obscure  of  backwoods 
regions  it  is  now  the  foremost  rural 

county  in  the  state.  We  mav  be  proud 

of  the  relative  importance  of  Chautau- 

qua, of  the  superior  influence  of  its  cit- 
izens in  public  afifairs,  of  the  able  men, 

GENERAL  SCOFIELD'S  BIKTHPLACK. 

its  borders,  the  assemblage  of  religious, 

social,  economic  and  political  organiza- 
tions, coterminous  with  its  boundaries 

the  constant  discussion  of  questions  of 
local  interest  by  the  press,  famiharize 

the  people  with  its  needs,  its  public  of- 
ficers and  leading  citizens.  Its  people 

feel  that  they  have  the  same  history 

and  are  thereby  drawn  in  friendship 
together  and  led  to  take  a  common  in- 

terest in  its  welfare.  A  town  is  a  pure 
democracy,  while  a  county  is  a 

republic.  Its  Supervisors,  elected  by 
the  people  of  the  respective  towns, 

meeting  statedly  at  its  capital,  organized 
as  a  Board  of  Supervisors,  constituting 
its  legislature,  enact  its  laws. 

some  dead  and  some  living,  whose 

birthplaces  or  homes  have  been  here. 

More  than  ordinary  energy  has  char- 

acterized its  people.  It  has  been  a  cen- 
ter whence  new  ideas  and  vigorous  pol- 

icies have  emanated.  Anti-Masonry, 
which  once  revolutionized  the  politics  of 
the  nation,  had  its  chief  beginning  here. 
In  Chautauqua  the  Republican  Party 

displayed  its  earliest  and  most  aggres- 
sive action.  And  here  is  a  center  of 

spiritualistic  thought.  While  we  may 
dissent  from  these  opinions,  we  must 

recognize  the  vigor  and  independence 
of  thought  they  imply. 

From  germs  planted  in  Chautauqua, 

have  sprung  movements  of  undisputed 
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usefulness.  It  was  in  the  backwoods 

of  Chautauqua  that  its  citizens  originat- 
ed the  idea  of  building  the  New  York 

and  Erie  Railroad,  and  in  this  county 

the  first  public  meeting  was  held  to  pro- 
mote it.  The  first  subordinate  grange 

was  organized  in  Fredonia.  Chautau- 

qua was  also  the  birthplace  of  the  Wo- 

men's Christian  Temperance  Union, 
the  benign  influence  of  which  extends 

to  every  part  of  our  land,  even  beyond 
the  seas.  Here  on  the  shore  of  our 

beautiful  lake,  the  Chautauqua  Assem- 
bly was  founded,  has  long  flourished 

and,  like  the  banyan  tree,  rooted  new 
trunks  in  other  states  and  lands.  Its 

fame  has  carried  the  name  Chautauqua 

to  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  earth 
Many  eminent  men  are  numbered 

among  our  citizens,  while  others  whose 
lives  have  been  passed  elsewhere  were 
natives  of  our  count v.  First  among 

them,  and  the  most  distinguished  in 

military  life,  is  Gen.  John  M.  Scho- 
field.  He  was  born  in  Gerry  near  the 

Village  of  Sinclairville.  He  command- 
ed the  Union  forces  in  the  Battle  of 

Franklin,  succeeded  Stanton  as  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  became  Lieutenant 

General  of  the  Army ;  a  rank  that  was 

filled  before  him  by  Washington,  Scott 
Grant,  Sherman  and  Sheridan  only. 

Major  General  George  Stoneman,  of 

the  regular  army,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished cavalry  officers  of  the  Civil 

War,  afterwards  Governor  of  Califor- 
nia, was  born  in  Busti,  and  buried  there 

with  military  honors. 

William  B.  Gushing,  the  destroyer 

of  the  Albemarle,  whose  name  is  writ- 
ten in  history  beside  that  of  Jones. 

Perry  and  Decatur,  and  his  brother 
Alonzo  H.  Gushing,  the  bravest  of  the 
brave,  who  fell  beside  his  battery  at 

Gettysburg,  spent  their  early  years  in 
Fredonia,  the  home  of  their  ancestors 

and  kinsmen,  and  received  their  educa- 
tion at  its  academy. 

Col.  William  Colville  also  received  his 
education  at  this  famous  old  school.  He 

was  born  at  Forestville.  He  led  the 

impetuous  onset  of  the  First  Minne- 
sota, that  saved  the  day  at  Gettysburg, 

the  bloodiest  and  most  heroic  infantry 

charge  recorded  in  the  history  of  mod- 
ern war. 

Erastus  D.  Holt  enlisted  as  a  private 
rose  by  merit  to  the  rank  of  Colonel 

and  to  the  command  of  a  brigade.  He 

was  many  times  wounded  and  finally 
fell  in  the  battles  before  Richmond.  He 

was  educated  at  the  Fredonia  Academy. 
Some  of  those  who  distinguished 

themselves  in  the  military  service  and 

more  distinctly  represented  the  county 

in  the  Civil  War  we  have  fully  men- 

tioned in  previous  pages  of  this  his- tory. 

Most  prominent  among  those  Chau- 
tauquans  distinguished  in  civil  life  is 
Reuben  E.  Fenton.  He  served  ten 

years  in  Congress,  one  term  as  a  United 
States  Senator,  and  twice  as  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  was 
born  in  Carroll  and  was  all  his  life  a 

resident  of  and  identified  with  Chautau- 

qua County. 
Of  others  so  distinguished  was  John 

Bidwell  who  was  born  in  the  town  of 

Ripley.  He  was  the  Prohibition  candi- 
date for  President  in  1892,  and  received 

over  a  quarter  of  a  million  votes,  the 
highest  number  ever  cast  by  that  party. 

William  H.  Seward,  once  Governor 

of  New  York,  was  for  a  short  time  a 
resident  of  Westfield. 

George  W.  Patterson,  Lieutenant 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York  and 

twice  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  resided 
in  Westfield  and  was  for  many  years 

a  leading  citizen  of  the  county. 
Davis  H.  Wait,  once  Governor  of 

Colorado,  was  a  native  of  Chautauqua 
County  where  he  spent  the  greater  part 

of  his  life,  having  been  for  many  years 

the  editor  of  the  Jamestown  Journal. 
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John  L.  P)ates  in  his  youth,  after  re- 
ceiving his  education  at  the  Wesleyan 

University,  in  1882  or  1883,  came  to 

Jamestown  and  taught  a  private  school 
in  that  city  in  the  family  of  Samuel  C 

Smith,  now  of  Westfield.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  the  accomplished  daughter  of 

Mr.  Smith  in  the  Methodist  Church  of 

Jamestown.  He  afterwards  studied 
law,  was  elected  to  the  lower  house  of 

the  Massachusetts  Legislature  and 
chosen  its  Speaker,  then  Lieutenant 
Governor,  and  finally  Governor  of  the 

JAMES  J.  MYERS. 

State  of  Massachusetts,  and  still  holds 

that  high  ofifice. 
Ozro  Hadley,  a  native  of  the  town 

of  Cherry  Creek,  was  once  acting  Gov- 
ernor of  Arkansas. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  Chau- 
tauqua County,  besides  sending  manv 

of  its  talented  young  men  to  the  West, 

has  sent  others  to  fill  high  places  in  the 
East,  even  in  the  old,  influential  and  cul- 

tured State  of  Massachusetts.  While 

Governor  Bates  was  serving  in  impor- 
tant official  positions  there,  James  I 

Myers,  a  native  of  Chautauqua,  was  re- 

peatedly chosen  to  similar  official  posi- 

tions in  the  same  state.  Mr.  Myers  is 

the  son  of  Robert  Myers  and  the  grand- 

son of  John  Myers,  an  early  and  well- 
known  pioneer  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty. He  was  born  in  Carroll  November 
20th,  1842,  commenced  his  education 

in  the  Fredonia  and  Randolph  Acade- 
mies, and  graduated  at  Harvard.  In 

early  life  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  bus- 
iness, making  one  or  two  trips  from 

Carroll  down  the  Allegany  and  Ohio 
Rivers.  He  studied  law  and  was  ad- 

mitted to  practice  at  the  Suffolk  County 
Bar  in  Massachusetts.  In  1892  he  was 
elected  to  the  Legislature  of  that  state 

and  for  many  years  was  an  able  and 
leading  member  of  that  bodv.  Li  1900 
he  was  chosen  Speaker  and  served  as 
such  during  succeeding  years. 

Ransom  Burnell,  a  native  of  Char- 
lotte and  brother  of  Madison  Burnell, 

was  a  prominent  lawyer  of  California 
and  once  chosen  Speaker  of  its  lower 
house. 

J.  S.  Attherly,  formerly  a  resident  of 

Chautauqua  County,  living  near  Flu- 
vanna, where  he  married  Luella,  daugh- 

ter of  Henry  C.  Whitemore,  is  the 

Speaker  of  the  lower  house  in  the  State 
of  Colorado. 

John  T.  McDonough,  former  Secre- 
tary of  State  of  New  York,  and  now 

Chief  Justice  of  the  Phillipine  Lslands, 

spent  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  Dun- 
kirk, where  he  practiced  law,  was  a 

Police  Justice  of  that  city  and  Special 
Surrogate  of  Chautauqua  County. 

M.  M.  Estee  was  born  in  the  town 

of  Harmony,  near  Watts  Flats,  became 
a  citizen  of  California  and  was  the  Re- 

publican candidate  for  Governor  of  that 

state  in  1882.  It  is  a  singular  circum- 

stance that  his  opponent  in  that  elec- 
tion was  General  George  Stoneman, 

also  a  native  of  Chautauqua  County, 

having  been  born  in  the  adjoining  towai 
of  Busti.  Judge  Estee  was  defeated  in 
the  election.    He  was  afterwards  made 
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permanent  chairman  of  the  Repubhcan 
National  Convention  in  1888.  Presi- 

dent McKinley  appointed  him  Jndge  of 
the  District  Conrt  of  Hawaii  after  its 

organization  as  a  territory.  He  was 

a  lawyer  and  the  anthor  of  Estee's 
Pleading-  and  Forms.  He  died  at  Hon- 
olulu. 

STEPHEN  H,  AI.LEN 

Stephen  H.  Allen,  a  native  of  the  Vil- 
lage of  Sinclairville,  after  serving  as 

District  Judge  was  elected  to  the  high- 
est court  in  Kansas  and  was  for  six 

years  one  of  the  three  judges  constitut- 
ing that  court. 

Rufus  B.  Cowing,  a  nephew  of  Judge 
Elial  T.  Foote,  is  an  able  and  respected 

Judge  in  New  York  City.  He  was  born 

at  Dexterville  in  1840.  His  popularit}' 
and  ability  are  attested  by  the  fact  that 
he  was  elected  as  a  Republican  City 

Judge  in  1878,  and  has  retained  the  of- 
fice in  that  great  Democratic  strong- 
hold until  the  present  time. 

John  M.  Barbour  was  another  emi- 
nent Judge  of  New  York  City.  Mr. 

Barbour  came  to  Fredonia  in  1821,  re- 

sided there  with  his  uncle,  Dr.  Benja- 
min Walworth,  until  1835,  when  he  re- 

moved to  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
He  there  took  a  commanding  position 

in  the  practice  of  law,  and  a  leading  part 

in  changing  Michigan  from  a  territory 
to  a  state,  and  afterwards  in  the  af¥airs 
of  that  state.  In  1861  he  was  elected 

Justice  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 

City  of  New  York,  and  was  subsequent- 
ly re-elected  and  made  Chief  Justice  of 

that  court. 

Oliver  L.  Barbour,  his  brother,  the 

reporter  and  law  writer,  was  also  well 
known  to  the  legal  profession.  Oliver 
became  a  resident  of  Chautauqua  in 
1821,  attended  the  Fredonia  Academy 

and  studied  law  with  Judge  Osborne  at 

Mayville,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and 
entered  the  office  of  his  uncle  Chan- 

cellor Walworth.  In  1848  he  became 

reporter  of  the  Supreme  and  Chancery 

Courts.  He  published  sixty-seven  vol- 
umes of  reports.  He  was  a  diligent 

writer  of  law  books.  No  less  than  one 

hundred  forty  volumes  of  standard  law 
books  came  from  his  pen.  His  treatise 
on  Criminal  Law  and  his  Chancery 

Practice  are  probably  his  most  valuable 
works. 

\^ictor  M.  Rice  was  born  in  May- 
ville in  1 81 8.  He  was  the  son  of  Wil- 

liam Rice,  one  of  the  two  earliest  set- 

tlers of  Clymer.  Victor  was  for  sev- 

eral years  a  teacher  in  Buffalo  and  un- 
til he  was  selected  superintendent  of 

schools  of  that  city.  Afterwards  for 

nine  years  he  was  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction. 

(jlenni  W.  Scofield  was  born  in  Chau- 

tauqua County  in  181 7,  served  in  the, 
Legislature  and  in  the  Judiciary  of 
Pennsylvania  and  afterwards  twelve 

years  in  Congress,  during  that  time  as 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 

Affairs.  He  was  Assistant  Register  of 
the  Treasury  and  Associate  Justice  of 
the  Court  of  Claims. 

Philetus  Sawyer,  a  native  of  Ver- 

mont, in  his  early  life  lived  in  Chautau- 
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qua  County,  where  he  owned  and  op- 
erated sawmills  in  Poland  and  James- 
town. In  1847  removed  to  Wis- 
consin, and  became  successful  in  the 

lumber  business.  He  was  there  elected 

to  Congress  and  served  ten  years.  He 
afterwards  served  two  terms  in  the 
United  States  Senate. 

David  B.  Parker,  a  descendant  of 

Samuel  Sinclear,  the  founder  of  Sin- 
clairville,  was  born  in  Ashville  in  the 

town  of  Harmony  in  1842,  educated  at 

the  Jamestown  and  Fredonia  Acade- 
mies, enlisted  in  1861  in  the  Seventy- 

second  New  York  Regiment,  was  de- 
tailed to  the  Mail  Service,  and  rose  to 

be  Superintendent  of  Mails  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  under  Hooker  and 

Meade ;  afterwards  under  Grant  as 

Superintendent  of  Mails  and  Dispatch 
Bearers  for  the  armies  operating 
against  Richmond,  until  near  the  close 

of  the  war,  vv^hen,  at  the  suggestion  of 
General  Grant,  he  was  appointed  by 
Lincoln  Special  Agent  of  the  Postofifice 

Department  and  had  charge  of  the  post- 
olifices  at  Richmond,  Petersburg  and 
other  cities  as  they  were  captured.  In 

1869  he  was  made  United  States  Mar- 

shal for  the  District  of  \'irginia  and  had 
charge  of  taking  the  census  of  that  state 

in  1870.  Subsequently  he  served  as 
Chief  of  the  Postoffice  Inspectors  until 

1883,  when  he  was  appointed  Postmas- 
ter of  the  City  of  Washington  which  he 

declined,  to  enter  the  employment  of 

the  Bell  Telephone  Company.  He 

served  as  superintendent  of  the  Tele- 
phone Company  at  Boston,  general 

manager  of  the  company  at  New  York 

and  vice  president  and  general  manager 
at  Buffalo.  Colonel  Parker  is  now  a 

resident  of  Ellicottville,  Cattaraugus 
County. 

Of  editors  and  publishers,  who  once 

were  residents  of  Chautauqua  Countv 

Frank  W.  Palmer  may  be  mentioned 
first.    He  was  born  in  Manchester,  In- 

diana, October  nth,  1827.  After  re- 
ceiving a  common  school  education  he 

was  apprenticed  to  a  printer  in  James- 
town. In  1848  he  became  joint  proprie- 

tor and  editor  of  the  Jamestown  Jour- 
nal which  he  edited  for  many  years 

with  distinguished  ability.  In  1852  he 
served  in  the  New  York  Legislature 
as  a  member  from  Chautauqua  County 
In  1858  he  removed  to  Dubuque,  Iowa, 

and  became  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 

Daily  Times.  From  1861  to  1868  he 
was  the  State  Printer  of  Iowa,  and 

editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Iowa  State 

Register.  He  was  then  elected  to  Con- 
gress, serving  from  March  4th,  1869,  to 

March  3d,  1873.  He  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Chicago  where  he  edited  the 

Inter-Ocean.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Postal  Commission  and  in  1877 

was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Chicago. 
Samuel  Sinclear  was  a  grandson  of 

Maj.  Samuel  Sinclear  of  Sinclairville. 
He  was  born  in  Gerry  in  1822,  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools 

of  that  town.  In  1841  he  accepted  a 

position  in  the  office  of  the  New  York 
Tribune.  In  1843  was  appointed  its 

cashier  and  held  that  position  for  fif- 

teen years.  In  1848  he  married  a  cou- 
sin of  Horace  Greeley.  In  1858  he  be- 

came the  publisher  of  The  Tribune,  and 

was  its  publisher  for  thirteen  years  un- 
til after  the  death  of  Greeley,  when  his 

connection  with  The  Tribune  termin- 
ated. 

Elliott  F.  Shepard  was  born  in  James- 
town. He  married  a  daughter  of  Wil- 

Ham  H.  Vanderbilt.  He  was  long  well 
known  as  the  editor  of  the  New  York 

Mail  and  Express. 
Charles  L.  Webster  was  born  in  the 

town  of  Charlotte  in  1851,  was  educat- 

ed at  the  Fredonia  Academy  and  Nor- 
mal School  and  became  a  civil  engineer 

and  surveyor.  He  married  Annie  Mof- 
fett,  daughter  of  a  sister  of  Samuel  L. 

Clemens  (Mark  Twain),  she  being  at 
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the  time  a  resident  of  Fredonia.  IVIr. 
Webster  and  Mr.  Clemens  formed  the 

celebrated  house  of  Charles  L.  Web- 

ster &  Co.,  which  published  among- 
other  famous  books,  "The  Personal 

Recollections  of  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant,"  and 

afterwards  the  "Life  of  Pope  Leo 
Xin."  Mr.  Webster  traveled  through 
Europe  arranging  for  his  publication 
In  Rome  he  was  honored  with  a  private 

interview  with  the  Pontiff  at  the  \^ati- 
can.  The  Pope  was  so  pleased  with 
him  and  his  labors  that  he  decorated 

him  a  "Knight  of  the  Order  of  Pius 

VII." Of  those  distinguished  in  other  walks 

of  life,  who  were  born  in  Chautauqua 

County  or  at  some  time  resided  there, 
there  is  a  long  list. 

Gen.  Thomas  W.  Haivey,  one  of  the 

greatest  inventors  of  America  in  early 

years  long  resided  in  Jamestown  and 
afterwards  near  New  York  City.  He 

was  distinguished  for  the  variety,  num- 
ber and  value  of  his  inventions  of  which 

there  were  over  one  hundred.  No  man 

in  his  day,  it  is  said,  originated  more 
useful  machinery.  Before  i860,  he  had 
constructed  an  electric  motor  and  dem- 

onstrated the  feasibility  of  electricity 
as  a  motive  power.  His  highest  fame 
is  in  connection  with  the  celebrated 

"Harveyized  Steel"  which  was  adopted 
and  used  by  the  governments  of  Eng- 

land, Russia,  France,  Germany  and  the 

United  States,  in  making  armor  sheath- 
ing for  warships.  His  brother  Charles 

R.  Harvey  also  resided  in  Jamestown 

during  many  years.  He  was  also  dis- 

tinguished as  an  iron  worker  and  in- 
ventor. Several  of  his  inventions  were 

of  much  value.  The  son  of  Thomas  W. 

Harvey  possessed  the  same  kind  of 

ability  and  he  became  distinguished 
also. 

George  W.  Pullman,  famous  for  his 

wealth,  and  as  the  inventor  of  the  Pull- 

man Car,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Port- 
land. 

Loren  Plodget,  widely  known 
throughout  the  scientific  world,  was 
born  in  Busti  in  1823.  His  home  was 

for  many  years  in  Philadelphia.  He 
was,  however,  closely  connected  with 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  Wash- 

ington and  was  appointed  to  many 

official  positions  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and,  on  account  of  his  varied 

knowledge  and  superior  statistical  abil- 
ity, to  others  in  connection  with  the 

collection  of  customs  in  Philadelphia 
and  New  York.  His  work  on  the  cli- 

matology of  the  United  States  and 
temperate  latitudes  of  North  America 

was  highly  complimented  by  Baron  von 
Humboldt. 

Douglas  Houghton,  naturalist,  was 
l)orn  in  Troy,  New  York,  in  1810,  Init 

early  removed  to  Fredonia.  There  he 

erected  a  hermitage  in  his  father's  or- 
chard, and  commenced  his  researches 

into  the  laws  of  nature.  He  was  li- 

censed to  practice  medicine  by  the  med- 
ical society  of  Chautauqua  County 

He  moved  west  and  was  appointed  phy- 
sician and  botanist  of  the  expedition 

under  Henry  H.  Schoolcraft  to  explore 
the  sources  of  the  Mississippi.  He 

made  a  valuable  botannical  report  of 

that  voyage.  He  was  afterwards  ap- 
pointed State  Geologist  of  Michigan 

and  explored  the  southern  shore  of 
Lake  Superior  and  lost  his  life  by 

drowning  while  engaged  in  the  govern- 
ment survey. 

Philip  Phillips,  the  famous  "Pilgrim 

Singer,"  of  whom  Bishop  A'incent 
speaks  as  "a  world  wide  traveler  who 
has  compassed  the  earth  and  reached 
a  larger  number  of  hearers  than  any 

other  religious  singer  of  the  day,"  was a  native  of  Stockton. 

Belle  Weaver  Cole,  now  of  London 

a  singer  of  world-wide  celebrity,  was 
1)orn  near  Mavville. 
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Of  other  distinguished  people  who 
have  been  residents  of  Chautauqua,  is 

Lawrence  OHphant  of  England,  author 

and  traveler.  His  life  was  one  of  ad- 
venture. He  resigned  his  seat  in  the 

British  Parliament  to  become  a  mem- 

ber of  the  "Brotherhood  of  New  Life" 
at  Portland  in  this  county,  where  he 

resided.  After  the  departure  of  Thom- 
as L.  Harris  to  California,  he  became 

the  leader  of  the  "Brotherhood  of  New 

Life,"  and  the  proprietor  of  its  lands 
in  Portland. 

Rev.  Reuben  Tinker,  once  a  well- 
known  citizen  of  Westfield,  over  sev- 

enty years  ago  left  New  Bedford,  Mass- 
achusetts, in  a  whaling  vessel,  and  after 

a  six  months'  voyage  arrived  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  where  for  nearly  ten 
vears  he  was  a  wellknown  missionary 
Five  of  his  children  were  born  in  the 

Sandwich  Islands  and  one  on  the  At- 
lantic on  his  voyage  home. 

In  1834  a  poor  boy,  then  but  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  a  carpenter  and  joiner 

by  trade,  came  to  Dunkirk.  He,  in 
partnership  with  his  uncle,  Eastman  R 

Bell,  during  the  following  six  ye*ars 
built  some  of  the  best  of  the  old  resi- 

dences in  Dunkirk,  one  of  which  is  still 

standing  on  the  main  street  of  that 

city.  This  boy  was  Erastus  Dow  Pal- 
mer, afterwards  one  of  the  greatest  of 

American  sculptors.  In  1839  he  mar- 
ried Matilda  Alton  of  Dunkirk,  one  of 

the  wellknown  Alton  family.  She  died 
and  was  buried  in  the  Old  Dunkirk 

burying  ground,  where  a  fine  monu- 

ment marked  her  resting  place  fo*' 
many  years.  Her  remains  were  after- 

wards removed  to  Albany.  Mr.  Pal- 
mer, after  her  death,  settled  in  Utica 

where  he  engaged  in  designing  and 
making  patterns  for  stoves  and  other 
ornamental  iron  work.  Soon  after  his 

second  marriage  he  produced  a  cameo 

portrait  of  his  wife  which  was  so  great- 
ly admired  that  he  was  led  to  execute 

many  more  portrait  cameo  heads  and 

finally  to  take  up  his  residence  in  Al- 
bany, where  he  abandoned  the  small 

cameo  work  for  sculpture  in  marble 

and  became  finally  one  of  the  most 
famous  of  American  sculptors,  which 

eminent  position  he  obtained  without 

a  master,  and  without  going  abroad  to 
study  the  art.  It  was  not  until  1873, 

after  most  of  his  important  works  had 

been  completed,  that  he  made  his  first 
visit  to  Europe. 

One  of  his  earliest  works  to  become 

famous  was  the  "White  Captive,"  which 
now  occupies  a  place  of  honor  in  the 
Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  in  New 

York  City.  Other  important  works  are 

"The  Angel  at  the  Sepulcher,"  "Peace 
in  Bondage,''  "The  Landing  of  the 

Pilgrims,"  and  many  other  ideal  sub- 
jects. A  statue  in  bronze,  of  heroic 

size,  of  Robert  R.  Livingston,  is  to  be 

seen  in  the  Hall  of  Representatives  at 

Washington.  A  copy  of  the  statue  is 
also  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  chamber 

in  the  State  Capitol  at  Albany.  A 

large  number  of  portrait  busts,  of  pub- 

lic and  private  persons,  including  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  Washington  Irving, 

Commodore  Perry,  Governor  Morgan 

and  others,  are  scattered  throughout 
the  land.  Mr.  Palmer  is  still  living  in 

Albany,  in  his  eighty-seventh  year. 

For  several  years  Albion  W.  Tour- 
gee,  the  wellknown  author,  made  his 
home  in  Mayville.  He  has  invested 

some  picturesque  places  in  our  county 

with  romance.  "I3utton's  Inn"  will  be 
read  and  its  author  remembered  when 

others,  whose  claims  to  distinction  rest 

merely  upon  the  holding  of  public  po- 
sitions, will  be  forgotten. 

Jacob  August  Riis,  a  talented  young- 
Dane,  had  come  from  Denmark  to  this 

country  without  means  to  seek  his  for- 

tune. '  After  various  wanderings  h? 
reached  Jamestown  and  for  a  while 

lived  with  his  countrymen  there,  mak- 
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ing  his  home  with  the  Romers,  the 
wellknown  Danish  axmakers  of  Dcx- 

terville,  later  of  Dunkirk.  In  James- 

town he  engaged  in  various  humble  em- 
ployments, felling  trees  on  Swede  Hill, 

working  in  furniture  shops,  chopping 

wood,  helping  in  the  ice  harvest  on 

Chautauqua  Lake  and  repairing  the 
steamers  that  ran  l)etween  Jamestown 

and  Mayville.  For  a  while  his  necessi- 
ties were  so  great  that  he  caught  musk- 

rats  with  success  in  the  outlet  below 

Jamestown  and  sold  the  skins  for  a  liv- 
ing ;  afterwards  he  worked  at  farm 

work  for  Doctor  Spencer  at  West- 
field.  After  many  vicissitudes  and  en- 

gagements in  various  employments 
he  drifted  into  a  literary  career  in 

which  he  became  eminently  successful,' 
and  which  began  while  he  was  in 

Jamestown  by  delivering  lectures  upon 

astronomy  and  geology  to  his  Scandi- 
navian friends  and  hearers  there.  He 

is  now  one  of  the  most  distinguished 

writers  in  the  country.  Among  his 

best  known  books  are  "How  the  Other 

Half  Live''  and  "Making  of  an  Ameri- 

can'' in  which  his  own  story  is  told. 

Sara  Jane  (Clark)  Lippincott, ("Grace 
Greenwood"),  author  of  Ariadne,  once 
attended  the  Fredonia  Academy.  Her 

earliest  literary  productions  were  pub- 
lished in  the  Fredonia  Censor. 

Richard  T.  Ely  was  born  in  the  town 

of  Ripley.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Co- 
lumbia College  and  of  Heidelberg  Vni- 

versity  in  Germany.  He  has  a  national 

reputation  as  an  author  and  writer  upon 
political  economy. 

There  is  no  writer  of  merit  that  so 

entirely  belongs  to  our  county,  or  in 
whose  literary  excellence  we  may  take 

a  more  just  pride,  than  Oscar  W.  John- 
son. He  was  born  in  Otsego  County 

in  1823,  came  to  the  town  of  Pomfret 

when  he  was  but  fifteen  )'ears  of  age, 
received  his  education  at  the  Gilberts- 

ville  and  Fredonia  Academies  and  after- 

wards during  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  until  his  decease  was  engaged  in 

the  practice  of  law  at  Fredonia.  Al- 
though he  did  not  have  the  advantage 

of  a  college  education,  he  had  no  super- 
\uv  among  the  most  accomplished,  as 
a  writer  of  didactic  prose.  The  degree 

of  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  upon 

him  l)y  Hamilton  College  in  honor 
of  his  high  literary  ability.  He  is  the 
author  of  many  essays  and  addresses 
which  have  been  collected  in  a  volume. 

For  strength  of  thought,  elevated  senti- 
ment, clearness  of  expression  and  pur- 

it}'  of  style  he  has  no  su])erior  among 
the  best  writers  of  the  country. 

From  the  organization  of  the  county 

to  the  present  time,  Chautauqua  has 
1)een  distinguished  for  the  ability  and 

high  characer  of  its  lawyers.  Seven  of 

the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  for 

the  eight  counties  of  the  Eighth  Judic- 
ial District  of  the  state  have  been  citi- 

zens once  residents  of  Chautauqua 

County.  Three  of  the  Judges  of  the 

Judicial  District  now  reside  in  the 

county,  evidence  of  the  superior  char- 
acter of  its  bar.  In  the  course  of  this 

history  we  have  mentioned  more  or 
less  fully  such  lawyers  as  have  come 
in  the  way  of  our  narrative,  and  given 
brief  sketches  of  those  who  happened 

to  be  chosen  by  the  people  to  state  and 
national  official  positions,  or  to  some 

of  the  highest  offices  of  the  county, 

while  lawyers  quite  as  able  may  not 
even  have  1:»een  mentioned.  We  thought 

it  woulrl  not  be  wise  or  just  to  discrim- 

inate further  between  the  living.  ''^ 
Among  the  lawyers  long  since  de- 

ceased who  have  beerj  the  most  elo- 
quent and  eminent  in  their  professions 

NOTE.— -»For  a  fuller  account  of  the  lawyers  and  l)ar,  pee  History  of  Chautauqua, 
County  published  in  1894. 
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and  in  their  day  known  throughout  the 

state,  Tames  MuUett,  Madison  lUirnell 

and  Richard  P.  Marvin  belong  exchis- 

ively  to  Chautauqua  County.  Dudley 

Marvin  might  be  mentioned  in  the  list, 

but  he  did  not  exclusively  represent 

Chautauqua,  as  he  did  not  long  live  in 

the  county.  These  were  all  men  of 

unusual  ability.     Their  distinction  did 

JAMES  MULI.ETT. 

not  depend  upon  the  civil  honors  be- 
stowed upon  them,  nor  would  they 

stoop  to  the  modern  pohtical  methods 

to  gain  them.  Such  measures  were 

repugnant  to  their  natures.  Their  old 

fashioned  pride  would  rebel  at  it.  Be- 
sides marked  ability,  they  had  those 

crowning  qualities  that  distinguish  all 

truly  eminent  lawyers ;  personal  integ- 
rity, and  professional  honor.  To  those 

who  esteem  talent  and  personal  worth 

without  regard  to  official  distinction  as 
the  qualities  of  the  highest  value,  they 

may  be  regarded  as  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty's most  eminent  citizens. 
We  are  not  to  understand  that  the 

merit  and  talent  of  our  county  is  ex- 
clusively represented  by  those  who 

have  been  distinguished  at  the  bar,  or 

in  the  pulpit,  or  by  those  who  have 
been    honored    by    official  positions. 
Public  places  are  persistently  sought 

for  by  the  selfish  and  unscrupulous ; 

often  questionable  means  are  resorted  to 
to  secure  them  and  sometimes  they  are 

corruptly  used  by  those  who  fill  them. 
Often  high  places  are  filled  by  persons 
who  have  far  less  capacity  and  worth 
than     their     unassuming  neighbors. 

Shakespeare  was  jostled  by  the  crowd 
in  the  streets  of  London  and  passed 

unnoticed  by  proud  noblemen  whose 
names  have  long  since  been  forgotten, 

and  yet  Shakespeare  was  greater  than 

any  titled  lord  in  Britain.    No  rank  or 
office  could  add  lustre  to  the  name  of 

Franklin  or  Webster.    Next  to  Wash- 

ington, to  the  plain  citizens,  Thomas 

Payne  and  Robert  Morris,  was  the  suc- 
cess of  the  American  Revolution  due 

more  than  to  any  other ;  the  first  with 

his  pen  and  the  other  by  wise  counsel 

and  with  financial  aid.     History  is  so 

full  of  instances  of  the  ability  and  pow- 
erful influence  of  plain,  untitled  men  in 

promoting  the  public  weal,  that  it  has 

become  an  aphorism  that  the  ''post  of 
honor  is  a  private  station."    The  annals 
of  our  county  illustrate  the  saying.  No 

public   official   accomplished   more  in 

promoting  the  material  interests  of  the 

county,  in  its  early  years,  than  the  un- 
aided ability  of  Walter  Smith  of  Dun- 

kirk.   In  1 819,  when  less  than  twenty 

years  of  age,  with  no  capital  of  his 
own  except  his  rare  business  talent,  he 
established  himself  as  a  merchant  in 

Fredonia.    In  five  years,  by  legitimate 

trade  and  honorable  dealings,  he  paid 

his  debts,  owned  his  stock  and  was  sell- 

ing seventy-five  thousand  dollars'  worth 
of  goods  annually  in  a  poor  and  sparce- 
ly  settled  country.    In  1826,  when  but 

twenty-five  years  of  age,  he  bought  an 
undivided  half  of  the  real  estate  in  Dun- 

kirk and  then  directed  his  energy  and 

business    talent    to   building   up  that 
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place  and  developing  the  resources  of 
the  county.  He  established  branch 

stores  at  different  points  to  make  a  mar- 
ket for  the  ashes  and  blacksalts  of  the 

settlers,  which  he  received  in  exchano-e 
for  goods  and  groceries,  and  then 

shipped  them  to  be  sold  in  Liverpool 
and  London.  Through  his  influence 

daily  stages  for  passengers,  and  a  wag- 
on line  for  the  transportation  of  goods 

were  established  between  Jamestown 
and  Warren.     He  induced  steamboats 

WALTER  SMITH. 

on  Lake  Erie  to  stop  at  Dunkirk  and 

soon  made  it  a  prosperous  village.  He 
caused  the  nomination  and  election  of 

Daniel  Garnsey  as  a  Representative  in 

Congress,  the  first  member  to  represent 

the  County  of  Chautaucjua  in  the  Na- 
tional Legislature,  in  order  that  the 

interests  of  Dunkirk  might  be  promot- 
ed, and  that  lighthouses  might  l^e  built 

and  the  harbors  of  the  county  im- 
proved. Mr.  Smith,  when  still  a  young 

man,  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the 
New  York  and  Erie  Railroad,  and  the 

leading  and  most  efficient  man  in  ac- 
compHshing  it.  He  may  be  said  to  be 
the  father  of  the  project.     He  spent 

his  winters  in  Albany  to  bring  it  to  the 

attention  of  the  Legislature,  and  large- 
ly by  his  efforts  was  the  road  chartered 

in  1832.  He  caused  a  clause  to  l)e  in- 
grafted in  the  Charter  requiring  the 

running  of  certain  trains  into  Dunkirk 

each  day,  a  provision  that  has  proved 

of  the  greatest  importance  to  Dunkirk 
and  the  county.  These  are  but  a  part 

of  his  achievements.  He  was  a  man  cap- 

able of  planning  and  executing  the  larg- 
est business  undertakings.  And  yet  he 

was  but  a  private  citizen,  and  never 

held  but  one  office  and  that  was  path- 
master,  about  the  least  known  to  the 

law,  and  that  he  sought,  that  he  might 

improve  the  roads  of  Dunkirk.  It  is 
said  that  he  ex])ended  ten  thousand 

dollars  of  his  own  money  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  may  l)e  truly  said  of  him  that 

he  made  a  private  station  the  "])ost  of 

honor." 
We  cite  Mr.  Smith  as  the  t^•])e  of  a 

class  of  public  spirited  private  citizens 

who  have  asked  for  no  important  offic- 
ial positions,  or  sought  other  evidence 

of  public  esteem  as  a  reward  for  their 

liberality  and  public  spirit.  There  is  no 

part  of  the  county  or  period  in  its  his- 

tory that  has  not  had  such  men.  I'e- 
ginning  with  John  and  James  McMahan 
of  Westfield,  Edward  Work  of  Works- 

1)urg  and  James  Prendergast  of  James- 
town, a  long  list  might  be  made  of  men 

of  this  character.  Dascum  Allen,  Hor- 
atio Brooks  and  WilHam  Broadhead 

should  be  named  in  such  a  Hst. 

In  other  and  higher  spheres  than  bus- 
iness or  politics,  there  have  been  private 

citizens  who  have  done  more  to  pro- 

mote the  good  and  establish  the  fame 

of  our  county  than  those  who  filled  its 

public  offices,  received  ample  salaries 

and  reaped  conventional  honors.  Chief 

among  these  untitled  citizens  is  John 
H.  Vincent.  Although  he  may  have 

never  been  technically  a  resident  of  our 

county,  he  has  been  for  many  years  a 



356 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

portion  of  bis  time  domiciled  at  Chau- 

taiujua  on  the  Lake,  and  long-  closely 
identified  with  ns.  There,  while  en- 

gaged in  1)nilding  up  that  great  institu- 
tion which  is  spreading  its  light  and 

benefits  so  far  around,  be  has  been 

directl}'  and  powerfully  promoting  the 
material,  moral  and  intellectual  good 

of  the  people  of  this  county.  Great  as 

have  been  the  results  of  the  Chautau- 
qua Institution  in  bringing  our  lake  to 

the  notice  of  the  world,  and  great 

crowds  of  people  to  its  shores  and  with 
them  its  incidental  material  benefits, 

greater  has  been  its  good  in  placing  so 
near  us  a  great  moral  and  intellectual 
feast.  It  is  due  from  the  people  of 

Chautaucjua  to  render  to  Bishop  Vin- 
cent some  fitting  acknowledgment  of 

his  great  service  to  the  county. 
From  the  day  the  first  inroad  was 

made  upon  the  forest  at  Westfield  to 

the  present  time,  there  have  l)een  faith- 
ful and  able  preachers  of  the  Gospel,  of 

all  faiths,  who  have  labored  unselfish- 

ly to  promote  the  good  of  their  fellow- 
men.  Brief  sketches  of  these  men  and 
their  labors  would  fill  a  volume. 

There  remain  to  be  mentioned  the 

wives  and  mothers  of  the  county.  They 

have  done  more  than  all  others  to  pro- 
mote its  general  happiness,  its  social 

and  moral  welfare.  From  the  early 

day  when  the  widow  of  McHenry  dis- 

pensed the  hospitalities  of  her  log  tav- 
ern at  the  Cross  Roads,  making  it  not 

merely  a  forest  inn  but  a  haven  of  rest 

as  well,  to  the  weary  and  worn  traveler 
of  the  wilderness,  until  Mother  Eliza- 

beth, Superior  of  the  Convent  of  the 

Sisters  of  St.  Joseph,  lately  closed  her 
useful  life  in  Dunkirk,  have  the  women 

of  Chautauqua  County  devoted  their 
lives  with  a  like  unselfish  devotion  to 
the  good  of  others.  When  the  War  of 
1812  brought  a  British  armed  vessel  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Canadaway,  the 
Widow  Cole  mounted  her  horse  and 

rode  for  re-enforcements  to  repel  the 
invasion  and  bravely  returned  to  the 

battle  ground  to  carry  refreshments  to 
the  defenders. 

Sophia  Williams  of  Fredonia,  when 

her  sick  husband,  the  mail  carrier,  ar- 
rived from  Erie  unable  to  go  further, 

after  first  tenderly  caring  for  his  com- 
fort, set  out  through  the  forest  and  tho 

Indian  Reservation  for  Buffalo,  fording 

the  Cattaraugus,  the  Eighteen  Mile  and 
the  Buffalo  Creeks,  all  swollen  by  the 

spring  freshets,  successfully  delivered 
the  mail  in  Buffalo  in  time.  Again 

she  traveled  alone  with  a  span  of  horses 

and  a  lumber  wagon  hundreds  of  miles 

through  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness 
to  Southern  Indiana  to  rescue  the  sick 

family  of  her  daughter.  Sleeping  at 

night  in  the  wilderness,  swimming  her 
horses  across  rivers,  she  arrived  in 
time  to  save  them. 

These  were  not  exceptional,  but  com- 
mon acts  of  heroism.  The  life  of  the 

pioneer  woman  was  not  only  beset  with 
dangers  incident  to  the  wilderness  but 
one  of  constant  self  denial.  She  lived 

in  a  log  house  without  household  con- 
veniences except  of  the  rudest  kind, 

she  cheerfully  shared  with  her  husband 

and  sons  their  rough  life,  and  all  their 

toils  and  cares.  Yet  the  hardships  she 
bore  had  compensations,  for  she  found 

joy  in  the  simplest  recreations.  The 
common  needs  of  those  around  her  de- 

veloped her  love  and  friendship,  and 

filled  her  heart  with  that  mild  and  gen- 
tle pleasure  that  compassion  gives.  It 

is  woman  that  inspires  every  movement 
for  good  in  the  world,  whether  in  the 
backwoods  or  in  the  city.  She  takes 

supreme  pleasure  in  every  effort  to  ele- 
vate and  refine  the  race.  Man  is  a  will- 

ing and  strong  coadjator  but  rough 
hewer  in  the  work.  Indeed  men  and 

women  work  together  by  different 
methods  to  the  same  end.  They  have 
no  -interests  in  conflict,  and  both  are 
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equally  devoted  to  the  work.  Wonian's 
rig'hts  are  safe  with  men  and  man's  in- 

terests are  equally  safe  with  woman. 

The  sexes  are  of  the  same  blood,  de- 

pendent upon  each  other  and  tied  to- 
gether by  heart  strings.  The  ties  of 

blood,  of  interest  and  affection  are  the 

strongest  bonds  known  to  the  race.  So 
strong  that  no  law  or  human  influence 
can  long  create  enmity  between  them 
or  successfully  teach  that  they  have 
interests  in  conflict,  or  raise  one  sex 

above  the  other.  When  one  is  down- 
trodden, the  other  side  is  also ;  when 

one  is  lifted  up,  so  is  the  other.  Nature 
has  made  no  mistake  and  mismatched 

the  sexes.  The  virtues  and  al:)ilities  of 

men  and  women  are  equal,  but  of  dif- 
ferent texture.  Neither  can  claim  an 

intellectual  or  moral  superiority  over 

the  other.  Woman's  strength  and  vir- 
tues are  those  of  kindness  and  peace,  of 

refinement  and  retirement.  Man's  dut- 
ies fit  him  for  fighting  the  battles  of  the 

race,  whether  against  the  elements,  or 
with  human  foes,  whether  with  bullets 

or  ballots,  and  none  can  perform  that 

duty  as  well.  Owing  to  the  ])art  lie  has 

to  perform  he  is  stronger  and  less  sensi- 
tive. His  rough  virtues  bear  to  1)e 

limited  abroad,  but  are  none  the  more 
to  be  esteemed  for  that  reason,  or 

longer  or  more  admiringly  remem1)ere(l 
than  the  mild  virtues  and  kind  ofhces 

of  women.  ( )fficial  titles  and  stately 

monuments  of  cold  marble  go  but  a  lit- 
way  to  preserve  the  memory  of  man 
We  read  of  him  a  while  and  he  is  for- 

gotten. The  official  list  merely  perpet- 
uates his  name.  Of  his  real  life,  soon 

we  know  as  little  as  of  the  fossil  in  a 
rock.  The  form  is  there  and  that  is 

all.  The  rocks  have  preserved  a  re- 
membrance of  the  reptdes  of  Cenozoic 

time,  far  better  than  human  records 

have  preserved  even  the  names  of  the 
rulers  of  the  human  race. 

The  character  of  the  present  genera- 

tion is  chiefly  due  to  the  merits  of  the 
pioneer  woman  and  her  influence  upon 
her  descendants.  The  traits  of  the 

founders  of  a  community  often  1:)ecome 
the  attri1)utes  of  their  successors.  The 

early  settlers  of  Chautau([ua  County 
had  characteristics  as  marked  as  had 

the  pioneers  of  New  England.  The 
pioneers  of  the  Holland  Purchase  were 
as  industrious,  l)ut  not  as  thrifl;v,  as 

moral  l)ut  not  as  religious,  1)ui  more 

tolerant,  hospitable  and  unselfish.  They 
held  human  life  more  sacred  and  were 

less  implacable  in  their  enmities,  than 

the  pioneers  of  the  Scmth  and  West. 

In  the  great  forest  around  them,  ever\- 
one  they  knew^  was  a  neigh1:)or,  and 

every  neighbor  a  friend,  readv  to  re- 
lieve their  distresses.  Humanity  was 

their  distinguishing  virtue.  Indeed  the 
backwoods  was  favoral)le  to  the  growth 
of  all  the  virtues. 

Nor  were  their  moral  cpialities  all 

that  could  l)e  claimed  for  the  pioneers 

They  had  natural  abilities  and  force  of 
character  more  than  ecjual  to  those  who 
came  after  them.  As  a  rule  the  early 

settlers  were  unlettered  but  not  ignor- 
ant or  uninformed.  Among  them  were 

men  of  marked  al^ilit}',  whose  talent 
would  have  honored  any  station,  wo- 

men of  refinement  whose  accomplish- 
ments fitted  them  for  any  society.  In 

the  backwoods  were  often  cultivated 
minds  familiar  with  the  literature  of  the 

da}-.  Wordsworth,  Southey,  Lord  By- 
ron and  other  contemporaneous  poetr. 

were  read  and  admired.  Shakespeare 

had  appreciative  readers.  The  Ro- 
mances of  Walter  Scott,  then  known  as 

the  Waverly  Novels,  were  found  in 

many  a  log  ca1)in.  There  were  those 

who  were  informed  concerning  the  lat- 

est discoveries  in  astronomy  and  phil- 
osophy. Even  the  infant  science  of 

geologv  w^as  not  unknown.  The  let- 
ters of  Lyle  upon  that  subject  early 

reached    the    l)ackwoods    and  there 
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found  understanding  readers.  The  pi- 
oneers were  well  informed  in  the  his 

tory  of  their  times.  A  knowledge  of 
events  during  the  life  of  Napoleon 

reached  the  backwoods  as  they  oc- 
curred, and  his  career  was  watched  with 

as  lively  an  interest,  and  perhaps  as  in- 
telligently discussed,  as  it  would  be  now. 

Chautau)quans  have  strong  reasons 
to  foster  the  names  and  preserve  the 

history  of  their  pioneer  ancestors.  An- 
cestral pride  is  strong  in  the  human 

heart.  In  the  past  it  has  been  a  bar- 
barous and  unnatural  pride,  a  pride  that 

would  trace  its  lineage  back  to  some 
titled  ruffian ;  who  would  emblazon  in 
heraldic  devices  ancestral  crimes  that  if 

committed  in  these  days  would  place 

the  actors  behind  prison  bars,  or  con- 

sign them  to  the  hangman's  rope.  In 
the  records  of  the  past  the  people  had 

no  history.  Stories  of  blood  and  cruel- 
ty usurped  an  importance  not  due  to 

them.  In  modern  times  juster  views 

prevail.  The  ruling  classes  in  Europe 
are  even  now  prouder  to  have  risen 
from  an  untamed,  free  born  ancestrv 

than  to  trace  their  lineage,  as  in  ancient 
days,  from  the  gods.  The  common 

people  have  at  length  become  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  government  of 

the  kingdoms  of  Europe,  while  in 

America  a  much  longer  step  forward 

has  been  taken  ("ours  is  a  government 
of  the  people,  by  the  people,  for  the 

people.")  Public  officials  are  here  but 
short  lived  agents  of  the  people.  When 
inferior  in  worth  or  intellect  to  their 

fellow  citizens,  unlike  a  titled  nobility 
they  may  be  set  aside.  In  America  the 

people  make  its  history,  and  determine 
its  destiny.  The  history  of  its  people 
is  the  history  of  the  country. 

There  have  been  no  violent  revolu- 

tions in  our  county,  few  lawless  upris- 
ings and  no  battlefields  upon  its  soil 

If  it  be  these  that  make  history,  then 

• 'happy  is  the  country  that  has  no  his- 

tory." To  the  healthy  mind  ordinary 
events  have  often  a  dramatic  interest. 

Oliver  Goldsmith  and  Charles  Dickens 

found  enough  in  the  common  incidents 

of  life  to  create  stories  of  absorbing  in- 

terest, while  lesser  writers  are  com- 

pelled to  resort  to  bloodcurdling  inci- 
dents, to  hold  the  attention  of  their 

weak  minded  readers.  Chautauqua  is 
rich  in  the  materials  for  its  history. 

Here  are  battlefields  where  the  front- 
iersman waged  war  upon  the  forest 

and  subdued  it.  Like  a  true  hero,  he 

lightly  held  the  conquests  he  had  made 
and  thought  a  rough  stone  from  the 

brook,  rudely  carved  with  his  name  and 
age,  sufficient  to  commemorate  his 
deeds,  but  like  Christopher  Wren  he 
had  erected  a  better  monument  than 

any  hand  could  have  reared  for  him 
From  his  neglected  grave,  we  have 
but  to  look  around  and  see  the  story 

of  his  deeds  written  by  his  own  hands 

upon  green  hill  sides  and  in  flowery 
valleys.  It  is  true  that  here  are  the 

ruins  of  no  medieval  castle,  but  in  yon- 
der grove  of  straggling  lilacs,  a  fallen 

chimney  and  a  crumbling  hearthstone 
mark  the  spot  where  once  a  log  house 
stood,  and  where  a  mother  taught  her 

daughters  to  weave  and  spin  and  speak 

the  truth.  Here  are  neglected  bury- 
ing grounds  where,  in  unmarked  graves 

lie  men  and  women  as  unselfish  and  as 

brave  as  those  entombed  in  Westmin- 
ster Abbey. 

Powerful  is  the  influence  of  early  as- 
sociation. How  often  does  he  whose 

fortunes  have  led  him  long  and  far  from 

his  home  in  Chautauqua,  recur  to  the 

simple  history  of  his  town  ;  to  the  pleas- 
ing rural  scenery  of  his  native  county  j 

its  softly  swelling  hills,  its  green  mead- 
ows and  pastures.  How  often  do  his 

thoughts  wander  back  to  the  scenes  of 

his  youth,  to  the  red  school  house  where 
he  carved  the  letters  of  his  name,  and 

to  his  mother's  old  fashioned  flower 
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garden  of  bachelor  buttons,  hollyhocks 
and  wild  roses. 

Impressions  like  these  have  influ- 

enced loyal  Chautauquans  who  have 
strayed  far  from  the  hearthstone  to 
leave  tokens  of  fond  remembrance  for 

their  old  home  at  many  a  place  in  the 
West  and  even  in  distant  foreign 
lands. 

Edwin  Jaquins,  who  was  born  in  Cly- 
mer,  and  was  for  a  while  a  member  of 

the  Board  of  Supervisors  from  French 
Creek,  became  a  resident  of  Howard 

County  in  the  southeast  part  of  Kansas 

and  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of 
that  state.  County  seat  troubles  led  to 

the  division  of  Howard  County  and  Mr. 

Jaquins  presented  the  bill  to  the  Legis- 
lature for  that  purpose.  As  an  act  of 

courtesy  he  was  given  the  privilege  of 
naming  the  southern  half  of  the  divided 
territory  which  he  called  Chautauqua 

for  the  regard  which  he  bore  his  old 

county  in  New  York. 
Between  the  North  Canadian  and 

Cimarron  Rivers  in  the  Territorv  of 

Oklahoma  is  a  range  of  gypsum  hills 
called  upon  the  Century  Atlas  of  the 

World  "  Chautauqua  Mountains.  " 
Charles  N.  Gould,  the  geologist  of  that 

territory,  informs  me  that  "these  hills 
form  a  bold  escarpment  facing  east,  ris- 

ing like  a  wall  from  the  level  plains  at 

their  foot.  On  the  top  of  these  hills 

the  level  prairie  again  stretches  west- 
ward. As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 

learn  the  term,  'Chautauqua  Hills,'  or, 
'Chautauqua  Mountains,'  is  applied  to 
only  that  part  of  the  range  that 

lies  in  Blaine  County,  and  in  a  rath- 
er indefinite  way.  I  presume  that  the 

name  was  first  given  it  because  of 

the  beauty  of  scenery  in  these  hills. 
With  the  exception  of  the  Wichita 

Mountains,  they  include  the  most  pict- 
uresque scenery  in  the  territory,  deep 

canyons,  pfecipitious  bluffs  of  red  shale 

capped  with  ledges  of  white  gypsum, 

clear  running  streams,  and  considerable 
cedar  and  oak  timber. 

'The  length  of  the  entire  range  from 
Canadian  County  to  the  Kansas  line  is 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  ] 
suppose  that  the  term  Chautauqua  Hills 
is  applied  to  not  more  than  twenty 
miles  of  its  course.  Their  altitude 
above  the  low  plains  on  the  east  will 
average  about  two  hundred  feet. 

'There  are  two  heavy  ledges  of  mas- 
sive white  gypsum,  approximately  fifty 

feet  in  thickness,  extending  the  entire 
length  of  these  hills.  This  gypsum  is 
of  considerable  commercial  importance 
A  number  of  cement  and  plaster  mills 

are  already  running  along  the  line  of 

hills,  others  are  being  built  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Near  their  base  in  various* 

localities  are  located  strong  salt 

springs,  often  forming  salt  plains  of 
considerable  magnitude.  One  of  the 

plains  is  in  Blaine  County,  right  in  the 
midst  of  what  are  called  the  Chautau- 

qua Hills.  There  is  enough  water  go- 
ing to  waste  in  this  region  to  make* 

salt  enough  to  supply  half  a  dozen 

states." 

We  are  informed  by  R.  J.  Temple 

County  Clerk  of  Blaine  County,  Okla- 
homa, that  the  name  Chautauqua  was 

not  applied  to  the  hills  on  any  particular 
occasion  but  was  suggested  by  some 
admirers  of  the  classic  name  of  our 

county  and  so  called  by  common  con- 
sent. 

John  Heath  was  an  admirer  of  the 

village  of  Fredonia.  He  had  the  privi- 
lege in  1869  of  naming  the  capital  of 

Wilson,  a  county  in  the  southeastern 
Kansas,  and  he  called  it  by  that 
Fredonia,  Kansas,  is  a  finelv 

part  o 
name. 

located  village  of  two  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. It  has  three  railroads  and  is 

lighted  by  natural  gas,  as  was  once  its 
namesake  in  Chautauqua  County,  New 

York. 
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Mrs.  L.  W.  Lewis,  now  of  Andover 
South  Dakota,  was  shut  in  for  awhile 

from  the  outside  world  by  the  snows 

and  storms  of  winter  upon  the  wide  and 

bleak  prairies  ;  then  her  heart  went  out 

to  her  old  home  in  Hamlet  among-  the 
o-reen  hills  of  Western  New  York,  so 
when  she  had  the  privilege  of  naming 

her  place  and  postoffice  in  Day  County 

she  gave  it  the  beloved  name  "Chau- 

tauqua." Instances  like  these  attest  the  patri- 

otic devotion  of  a  true  Chautauquan  to 

his  county.  To  encourage  a  like  senti- 
ment among  its  young  men  and  women 

has  been  a  purpose  of  these  annals. 
We  are  aware  that  all  the  requirements 

of  correct  historical  writing  have  not 
been  regarded  in  their  preparation,  but 
if  we  succeed  in  inspiring  our  youth  in 
some  measure  with  an  affection  for  the 

county  of  their  birth,  our  errors  may 
be  disregarded,  and  we  shall  be  satisfied 
with  our  efTort. 
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CONCLUSION. 

"Still,  as  I  view  each  wellknown  scene, 
Think  what  is  now,  and  what  hath  been, 
Seems  as  to  me,  of  all  bereft, 
Sole  friends  thy  woods  and  streams  are  left." 

Besides  its  honoralile  history,  Chau- 
tauqua has  much  in  other  respects  to 

endear  it  to  its  people.  Its  physical 

characteristics,  the  beauty  of  its  scen- 
ery, its  size  and  its  situation  are  such 

as  to  justify  the  pride  of  its  citizens. 
It  is  the  extreme  western  county  of 

New  York.  It  is  bounded  on  the  south 

by  Pennsylvania,  on  the  forty-second 

parallel  of  latitude ;  east  by  Cattarau- 

g'us,  on  the  line  between  the  ninth  and 
tenth  ranges  of  townships ;  northeast 

by  Erie  County  at  the  Cattaraugus 
Creek,  and  a  line  extending  northwest 

from  its  mouth  to  a  point  in  Lake  Erie 

in  the  boundary  line  between  the  Cnit- 
ed  States  and  the  British  Dominions ; 

northerly  by  that  line  •  wdiich  extends 
along  the  middle  of  Lake  Erie  ;  west  by 
Pennsylvania,  on  a  meridian  drawn 

through  the  western  extremity  of  Lake 
Ontario  south  to  a  monument  erected 

by  the  States  of  New  York  and  Penn- 

sylvania in  the  forty-second  parallel  of 
north  latitude.  The  western  boundary 

extends  on  this  meridian  about  twenty- 
two  miles  in  Lake  Erie  and  eighteen 

miles,  thirty-four  hundred  ninty-three 

feet  south  thereof ;  its  southern  bound- 

ary extends  thirty-six  miles,  four  hun- 

dred seventy-three  feet ;  its  eastern 

thirty-seven  and  one-half  miles ;  its 

northeastern  boundary  along  Cattarau- 

gus Creek  four  miles;  its  shore  line 

u])on  the  lake  extends  about  forty  miles. 
The  area  of  the  county,  exclusive  of 

Lake  Erie,  by  these  measurements  is 
abotit  eleven  htmdred  square  miles,  of 

which  about  twenty  square  miles  are  in- 
cluded in  Chautauqua  Lake,  six  hun- 

dred acres  in  the  Cassadaga  Lakes, 

three  hinidred  in  P)ear  Lake,  five  htm- 
dred in  Eindley  Lake  and  one  thousand 

acres  in  the  smaller  lakes,  ponds  and 

streams.  This  county  is  larger  than 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  greater 
in  extent  than  many  of  the  most  famous 
of  the  ancient  States  of  Greece,  and  the 

smaller  of  the  German  States.  Al- 

though it  forms  a  part  of  an  eastern 
state,  the  northern  portion  lies  in  the 

basin  of  the  (ireat  Lakes,  and  the  south- 
ern in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  It 

borders  on  Lake  Erie  not  far  from  the 

great  k'alls  of  Niagara,  and  holds  the 
portals  of  communication  with  the  west. 

P^oliticall}'  it  belongs  to  the  East,  but 
lying  partly  in  the  basin  of  the  Great 
Lakes  and  partly  in  the  valley  of  the 

Mississippi,  it  ])artakes  of  the  spirit  of 
the  West.  Aside  from  those  that  have 

great  cities  within  their  borders,  it  has 

become  the  foremost  county  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  With  the  products  of  the 

dairy  and  the  fruits  of  the  vine,  and  a 
near  market  in  a  great  metropolis,  its 
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future  is  assured.  Since  its  organization 

as  a  county  its  boundaries  have  never 
l)een  changed. 

A  wide  belt  of  grass-covered  hills  ex- 
tends from  its  eastern  boundary  south- 

westerly to  Pennsylvania,  forming  the 
watershed  which  divides  its  waters  that 

flow  north  into  Lake  Erie  from  those 

that  flow  south  into  the  Mississippi. 

The  steepest  side  of  this  watershed  is 

presented  to  the  north  towards  Lake 

Erie,  where  the  hills  fall  away  in  a  rapid 

1:>ut  not  precipitous  descent  to  the  low- 
er lands  that  border  it.    This  side  of  the 

thousand  to  fifteen  hundred  feet  above 

the  lake,  sometimes  over  two  thousand 
feet  above  the  ocean.  From  these  hills 

a  fine  and  extended  view  is  af¥orded. 
To  the  north  lie  the  rich  and  cultivated 

lands  that  border  the  lake  and  broad 

and  well  trained  vineyards  form  the 

principal  feature  of  the  landscape.  In 
some  parts  these  vineyards  extend  from 
the  shore  southward  across  the  lower 

lands,  and  nearly  up  the  northern  slope 

of  the  hills.  Beyond  this  country  of 

fruit  and  vines  is  spread  the  wide  ex- 
panse of  Lake  Erie,  so  distant  that  its 

PROSPECT  STATION. 

water  shed  extends  in  an  irregular  line 

northeasterly  and  southwesterly,  from 
two  to  five  miles  from  the  shore.  From 

the  foot  of  these  hills  northward  is  an 

undulating  region  gradually  descend- 
ing towards  the  lake,  where  it  termi- 

nates in  a  bluff  of  the  average  height 
of  twenty  feet  above  it. 

Lake  Erie  is  five  hundred  seventy- 
three  feet  above  the  sea  level.  No  part 
of  the  county  is  less  than  that  height 
above  the  ocean,  while  the  hills  of  the 

watershed    rise    generally    from  one 

waves  fade  from  sight  and  it  appears  as 

smooth  and  blue  as  if  painted  on  can- 
vas. As  seen  from  the  hills  in  summer 

nothing  relieves  the  monotonous  blue 
of  the  lake  but  the  long  black  lines  of 

smoke  from  the  steamers  and  the  snow- 
white  sails  of  the  lake  craft  that  thickly 

speck  its  surface,  distance  rendering 

them  seemingly  as  motionless  as  "paint- 

ed ships  upon  a  painted  ocean."  Be- 
yond the  lake,  forty  miles  away,  King 

Edward's  dominions  are  dimly  visible 
from  Long  Point  to  the  historic  ruins 
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of  Fort  Erie.  In  winter  where  lies  the 

lake,  you  behold  only  a  dreary  waste 
of  ice,  stretching  to  the  north  until  it 
blends  with  the  whitened  shore  of 
Canada. 

The  north  face  of  the  watershed 

which  extends  southwesterly  through 
the  northern  part  of  the  county,  parallel 
to  Lake  Erie,  is  deeply  furrowed  into 
a  series  of  narrow  gulfs  which  conduct 
the  water  from  the  high  lands  to  Lake 

Erie.  Corresponding  depressions  ex- 
tend southward  from  the  summit  of  the 

watershed  through  which  the  waters 

flow  on  that  side  to  the  Allegheny.  Be- 
tween these  depressions  on  the  south 

side  of  the  watershed  the  land  rises 

into  elevations  which  the  waters  have 

county  that  flow  southward  to  the  Miss- 
issippi have  their  origin  in  these  lakes. 

The  lakes  all  lie  very  near  the  north 

face  of  the  Ridge  and  but  little  labor 
would  be  required  to  turn  their  waters 
northward  into  Lake  Erie.  The  land 

that  separates  the  waters  that  flow 
south  into  Chautauqua  Lake  from  those 
that  flow  north  into  Lake  Erie  is  but 

twelve  feet  higher  than  the  surface  oi 
the  former  lake.  The  land  between 

the  Cassadaga  Lake  and  the  head  wat- 

ers of  the  Canadaway  has  so  little  ele- 
vation that  many  years  ago  a  few  men 

in  a  short  time  cut  a  channel  from  the 

head  of  the  lake  a  few  rods  long  and 

sufficiently  deep  to  permit  its  waters  to 

flow  into  a  tri1)utar_\-  of  the  Canadawa\-. 

CASSADAGA  LAKES. 

seamed  and  scored  transversely  into 

chains  of  hills.  These  hills  generally 

slightly  decrease  in  altitude  as  they  ex- 
tend southward.  The  depressions  or 

troughs  in  the  south  side  of  the  water- 
shed are  often  deep  and  long,  they 

widen  into  valleys  and  form  important 
features  in  the  landscape  in  Southern 

Chautauqua.  These  valleys  are  all 
about  the  same  level  and  generally 
about  seven  hundred  feet  above  Lake 

Erie.  They  slightly  descend  as  they 
extend  towards  the  southeastern  part 

of  the  county.  There  they  merge  to- 
gether and  form  the  broad  valley  of  the 

Conewango.  At  the  northern  termina- 
tion of  each  are  one  or  more  lakes  and 

ponds.     The  principal  streams  of  the 

Had  not  these  men  l^een  inunedialcly 

restrained  by  an  injunction  the  waters 

of  the  Cassadaga  would  have  been  di- 
verted from  their  course  and  what  was 

intended  for  the  Mississippi  would 

have  been  given  to  the  St.  Lawrence. 
The  evidence  afforded  by  the  science 

of  geology  proves  that  long  before  that 
era  of  time  known  as  the  (  jlacial  Period 

the  streams  that  traversed  these  valleys, 

instead  of  discharging  their  waters 
southward  into  the  Allegheny,  flowed 

northward  into  Lake  Erie  ;  that  an  ex- 
tensive area  (comprising  four  thousand 

square  miles)  including  most  of  Chau- 

tauqua, Cattaraugus  and  a  part  of  Alle- 
gany Counties  in  New  York,  and  the 

greater  portions  of  Warren,  McKean 
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and  Potter  Counties  in  Pennsylvania, 
known  to  geologists  as  the  Chautauqua 
P)asin,  was  drained  into  Lake  Erie 

through  what  were  onee  deep  chasms 

or  gorges,  some  of  which  are  now  occu- 
pied by  the  valleys  of  the  Conewango, 

Cassadaga  and  Chautauqua  Lake. 
When  at  length  came  the  Ice  Period  a 

great  glacier  spread  over  the  eastern 
part  of  North  America.  It  put  forth 
immense  tongues  which  increased  in 
magnitude  and  moved  southward  as 

the  cold  increased.  During  long  eras 
of  time  the  cold  grew  more  and  more 
intense  until  its  maximum  was  reached, 

and  then  the  glacier  invaded  regions 
further  and  still  further  south.  No 

longer  confined  to  river  channels  and 

mountain  gorges,  it  scaled  hills  and 
ridges.  A  grand  Mer  de  Glace  filled 

Lake  Erie  and  pushed  against  the  base 
of  the  ridge  bounding  the  basin  of  that 

lake  on  the  south ;  it  forced  its  way  into 
the  gorges  at  the  mouths  of  the  streams 
of  western  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 

and  Northern  Ohio,  that  discharged 
their  waters  northward  into  Lake  Erie. 

As  it  ascended  the  chasms  of  the  Cat- 

taraugus, Silver  and  Walnut  Creeks  and 

of  the  Cassadaga  and  Chautauqua 

Lakes,  it  carried  away  their  rough 
sides,  deeply  filling  their  channels  with 

an  earthy  mass.  It  scaled  the  dividing- 
ridge  and  cHmbed  to  the  tops  of  the 

highest  hills'Of  the  county,  paring  away 
their  summits,  spreading  deeply  over 
highland  and  lowland  an  unbroken  sheet 

of  loose  material  called  drift,  moulding 
the  surface  of  the  county  into  its  present 
shapes. 

liefore  the  glaciers  came  to  widen 

and  partly  fill  the  valleys,  to  carve  the 
hills  into  their  present  graceful  forms, 

the  county  had  a  bold  and  savage  ap- 
pearance, the  hills  were  higher  and  more 

rugged,  the  valleys  were  deep  chasms 

walled  by  steep  and  rocky  sides. 
During  the  Glacial  Period  there  had 

been  a  continuous  upward  movement 
of  the  crust  of  this  ])art  of  the  earth, 

which  contributed  to  produce  the  in- 
tense cold  of  the  Ice  Period.  A  period 

of  depression  now  began  which  is  called 

the  Champlain  Period.  This  down- 

ward movement  of  the  earth's  crust  was 
accompanied  by  a  raising  of  the  tem- 

perature of  the  continent  until  the  cli- 
mate became  far  milder  than  it  is  now, 

and  caused  the  great  glacier  that  cov- 
ered our  county  to  disappear. 

By  reason  of  the  melting  of  the  glac- 
ier, and  the  falling  of  great  rains  and 

the  lowering  of  the  sources  of  the 
streams  and  rivers,  retarding  their  flow, 

great  lakes  and  crooked  streams  were 

formed  in  all  parts  of  North  America 
during  the  era  that  followed  the  Glacial 

Period,  which  geologists  call  the  Cham- 
plain  Period.  The  portals  of  the 
chasms  through  which  the  waters  of 

Chautauqua  County  Basin  were  dis- 
charged northward  through  the  Ridge 

towards  Lake  Erie,  points  where  the 

highlands  began  their  most  precipitous 
northward  descent,  were  choked  with 

drift  and  clay  brought  by  the  glaciers, 

to  a  depth  of  hundreds  of  feet.  The 

valleys  that  had  been  formed  during  the 

Ice  Period  w^ere  slightly  tilted  south- 
ward and  their  water  currents  reversed 

and  caused  to  flow  towards  the  Miss- 

issippi. The  terminal  morain  that 
fringed  the  border  of  the  great  glacier 

near  the  Pennsylvania  line  dammed  the 
waters  that  had  been  turned  southward, 

causing  an  extensive  and  irregular  lake 
for  a  while  to  extend  like  the  fingers  of 

a  hand  up  the  valleys  of  the  Conewan- 
go, Cassadaga,  Bear  Creek  and  other 

valleys  in  Chautauqua  County,  the  evi- 
dence of  which  exists  in  the  fine  assort- 

ed material,  fresh  water  deposits  and 

beds  of  marl  that  are  found  there.  Dur- 

ing this  period  the  climate  of  Chautau- 
qua County  was  far  warmer  than  it  is 

now.     Tropical    animals    then  existed 
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here  but  of  species  differing  from  those 
now  Hving.  The  mastodon  and  the 

North  American  eldphant  frequented 
the  shores  of  the  lakes  that  covered 

the  larger  valleys  of  our  county  and  its 
bordering  marshes.  Their  teeth  have 
l)een  found  in  the  valley  of  the  Cassa- 

daga  and  in  other  principal  valleys  of 
the  county.  In  August,  1871,  portions 
of  a  gigantic  mastodon  were  found  one 
mile  north  of  Jamestown,  which  have 

been  preserved  in  the  Museum  of  the 

Jamestown  High  School.  During  the 
Chautauqua  County  Centennial  in  1902, 
the  bones  of  many  of  these  animals 

were  exhumed  in  the  Village  of  West- 
field. 

During  the  Champlain  Period  our 
county  was  fitted  for  the  growth  of 

the  cypress  and  semi-tropical  vegeta- 
tion also ;  relics  of  which  still  linger  to 

some  extent  in  that  part  of  the  county 

that  lies  between  the  Ridge  and  Lake 

Erie,  the  peculiar  conditions  there,  and 

its  milder  climate,  favoring  their  per- 
petuation. These  southern  species  are 

represented  by  magnolias  such  as  the 
cucumber,  white  wood  or  tulip  tree,  and 

also  by  the  honey  locust  and  wild  grape 
vine  and  other  growths  natural  to 
warmer  climes.  The  trees  that  then 

formed  the  forests  of  our  county  were 
little  like  those  that  the  first  settlers 

found  here.  The  twigs  in  the  stomach 

of  the  Jamestown  mastodon  were  care- 
fully examined  and  found  to  belong  to 

a  species  of  spruce  which  then,  un- 
doubtedly, grew  here  plentifully,  but  is 

now  not  knowai  to  exist. 

Since  then  there  has  been  a  succes- 
sion of  trees.  The  first  settlers  found 

a  dense  forest  of  evergren,  pine  and 

hemlock  in  all  the  valleys,  and  cover- 
ing the  whole  of  the  four  southeastern 

townships.  The  hemlocks  also  extend- 

ed over  the  rocky  ridges  and  along  the 
stony  sides  of  the  ravines  of  the  smaller 

streams.    The  hills  and  higher  lands 

were  heavily  timbered  with  deciduous 
trees,  ])rincii)ally  beech,  maple,  chest- 

nut and  oak.  The  early  settlers  found 
plentifully  scattered  among  the  decid- 

uous trees  that  covered  the  hills,  the 
relics  of  an  ancient  and  majestic  pine 
forest.  ( )f  many  trees  of  which  only 
the  remains  of  the  decaying  stumps 
were  left,  the  fallen  trunks  could  be 

traced  bv  the  resinous  knots  and  frag-- 

ments  of  "fat  pine"  that  marked  the 
spot  where  they  had  lain.  Here  and 

there  huge  barkless  trunks  were  pros- 
trate and  sufficiently  preserved  to  make 

lumber,  while  a  lesser  number  of  gigan- 
tic trees  still  stood,  solitary  upon  the 

hills,  towering  a  hundred  feet  above  the 
woods  around  them.  This  forest  of  old 

pines  that  once  had  densely  covered  the 

hills,  at  last  yielded  the  ground  to  the 

maple  and  beech,  and  was  now  strug- 
gling for  supremacy  with  the  hemlock 

and  black  ash  in  the  valleys  below. 
Woodsmen  have  observed  that  when 

these  later  growths  of  beech  and  maple 
and  other  indigenous  trees  are  cleared 
away  and  a  second  growth  permitted  to 

spring  up,  they  are  followed  by  new 
species  of  forest  trees  better  adapted 
to  the  slightly  changed  conditions  of 
soil  and  climate.  Thus  the  forest 

growths  follow  each  other  in  ever 

changing  succession. 
In  the  era  following  the  Champlain 

Period  this  part  of  the  continent  be- 
came more  elevated,  which  caused  a 

more  rapid  flow  of  the  waters.  Slowly 

the  outlet  of  the  irregular  lake  that  ex- 
tended over  the  southern  part  of  our 

county  was  worn  away,  the  waters  low^- 

ered,  and  the  basin  covered  with  mir_\- 
swamps  and  shallow^  ponds.  At  length 
it  was  fully  drained  save  a  few  little 

lakes  that  lay  at  its  furthermost  bor- 
ders. 

The  processes  of  nature  have  grace- 
fullv  rounded  the  hills  of  our  county, 

smoothed  and  shaped  its  valleys  and 
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clothed  them  with  a  forest  of  1)eautifiil 

foliage.  Now  it  would  seem  that  the 
work  of  creation  is  complete  and  our 

county  finished  and  ready  for  man.  13ut 
the  work  of  creation  is  never  complete  ; 

we  see  species  of  animal  and  vegetable 

life  succeeding  each  other  in  a  reg-ular 
system  of  progress  from  the  lower  to 
the  higher,  commencing  with  the  coral 
and  simplest  sea  plants,  rising  until  now 
we  have  man  and  the  highest  ranks  of 

vegetable  life.  The  work  of  creation 
is  ever  going  on.  There  were  ages  and 

ages   of  progress  before  the  glaciers 

"Since  first  the  sunlight  spread  itself  o'er earth ; 

Since  Chaos  gave  a  thousand  systems  birth; 
Since  first  the  morning  stars  together  sung; 

Since  first  the  globe  was  on  its  axis  hung 
Untiring  change  with  evermoving  hand 

Has  waved  o'er  earth  its  more  than  magic 

wand." 

It  is,  however,  the  present  landscape 

of  Chautaucjua  Comity,  that  interests 

us  now.  In  the  wide  valley  that  ex- 
tends along  the  eastern  borders  of  the 

county  flows  the  Conewango,  the  princi- 
pal stream  of  Chautauqua.  The  Indian 

whose  trails  once  threaded  its  vallev 

I.ONCi  POINT,  CHAUTAUQUA  LAKE. 

carved  down  its  hills  and  laid  down  its 

valleys.  Cassadaga,  Rear  and  Mud 
Lakes,  diminutive  descendants  of  the 

larger  one,  are  being  drained  through 
their  slowly  lowering  outlets  and  filled 

with  silt  from  the  neighboring  hillsides 
The  hand  of  man,  and  his  hand  is  the 

hand  of  nature  also,  is  contributing  to 

the  change,  removing  forests,  damming 
the  rivers  and  moulding  the  face  of  the 

landscape.  With  an  infinite  past  be- 

hind, and  all  eternity  before,  nature 

moves  forward  by  slow  and  regular 

processes  and  with  never  ending 
change. 

pronounced  it  "Ga~no-wun-go,"  mean- 
ing "in  the  rapids."  It  empties  into  the 

Allegheny  and  has  its  source  in  two  of 
those  pretty  lakes  that  lie  close  to  the 
northern  verge  of  the  Ridge,  called  Mud 
and  East  Mud  Lakes.  In  the  deep  wide 

valley  of  the  central  part  of  the  coimty 

flows  the  Cassadaga,  called  by  the  Sen- 
ecas  Gus-da-go.  This  stream  has  its 
source  in  a  cluster  of  little  lakes  that 

also  sparkle  near  the  northern  decliv- 
ity of  the  highlands.  Upon  their  shores 

is  situated  Lily  Dale  now  "City  of 

Light,"  the  famous  summer  resort  of 
the    Spiritualists.    Bear    Creek  flows 
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through  another  valley  into  the  Cassa- 
daga.  Its  source  is  a  pleasant  sheet  of 
water  called  Bear  Lake,  which  also  lies 

very  near  the  northern  verge  of  the 
Ridge. 

In  the  valley  next  west  of  Bear  and 

Cassadaga  Valleys,  and  extending  in 
the  same  direction  from  the  northern 

face  of  the  Ridge,  is  that  depression  in 

which  lies  Chautauqua  Lake,  the  larg- 
est body  of  water  within  the  limits  of  the 

county,  and  one  of  the  most  beautiful 

in  the  state.  In  this  notch,  cut  so  dee])lv 

across  the  hills,  gleam  its  brio-ht  waters 

of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  Mississi])])! 
River  seems  to  stretch  forth  an  arm  far 

l)eyond  its  own  great  valley  to  receive 
the  pure  water  of  this  highland  lake. 

The  hills  that  rise  to  the  westward 

of  the  valley  in  which  lies  Chautauqua 
Lake  divide  the  waters  flowing  into 
this  lake  from  those  that  flow  into  the 
I)rokenstraw  and  French  Creeks. 

These  are  important  tributaries  of  the 

Allegheny.  Findley  Lake,  the  second 
in  size  in  the  county,  lies  farther  from 
the  northern  face  of  the  ridge,  and  at  a 
higher  altitude  than  the  others  and  dis^ 

BEMCS  POINT,  CHAUTAUQUA  I.AKK 

— a  paradox  among  lakes.  Poised  in 
the  crest  of  the  highland  where  the  sky 

is  only  reflected  in  its  crystal  depths,  it 
is  so  near  Lake  Erie  that  we  expect  to 

see  its  waters  pour  down  the  steep  de- 
clivity to  join  it,  and  finally  meet  the 

sea  upon  the  cold  and  barren  coast  of 
Labrador.  Instead  of  this  we  find  them 

running  southward,  and,  after  a  long 

and  sinuous  journey  of  over  twenty-five 
hundred  miles,  flowing  consecutively 
through  the  Chadakoin,  Cassadaga, 

Conewango,  Allegheny,  Ohio  and  Miss- 
issippi to  mingle  at  last  with  the  waters 

charges  its  waters  into  a  tributary  of 

F"'rench  Creek.  Two  islands  adorn  this 
lake  and  like  the  others  it  is  filled  with 

pure  water  and  surrounded  by  pleasant 
shores.  It  is  also,  like  Chautauqua  and 

Cassadaga  Lakes,  the  seat  of  a  po]nilar 
summer  resort. 

The  streams  in  the  northern  part  of 

the  county  are  generally  shorter  and 
have  less  volume  than  those  in  the 

southern  part.  Among  them  are  the 

Twenty  Mile.  Chautauqua  and  Canada- 
way  Creeks  ;  Walnut  Creek  and  Silver 

Creek,  called  bv  the  Indians  Ga-a-nun- 
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da-ta,  (a  mountain  leveled  down)  have 
their  sources  in  opposite  sides  of  the 

Conewango  Valley  and  unite  at  the  Vil- 

lage of  Silver  Creek.  Cattaraugus,  for- 
merly pronounced  Ga-da-ges-ga-go, 

and  also  Ga-hun-da,  from  which  word 

Gowanda  is  evidently  derived,  (mean- 
ing fetid  banks,  or  stinking  waters) 

flows  along  the  l^order  of  the  county. 
It  is  much  the  largest  stream  that  here 
empties  into  Lake  Erie.    It  is  also  the 

surface  is  six  hundred  feet  1)elow  them 
and  l)ut  two  hundred  feet  alcove  Lake 
Erie. 

Beneath  the  sand,  gravel  and  loose 

material  brought  by  the  glacier,  called 
drift,  which  everywhere  covers  the 

whole  surface  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty as  with  a  blanket,  lie  the  ancient 

rocks  that  form  its  foundation.  These 

rocky  formations  belong  to  the  De- 
vonian Age  or  Age  of  Fishes.  They 

longest  water  course  of  the  county,  be- 
ing over  fifty  miles  in  length.  No  other 

stream  in  the  county  fl.ows  into  Lake 

Erie  from  beyond  the  highlands  that 
form  the  watershed.  The  Cattaraugus 

rises  in  Cattaraugus  County,  follows  a 
deep  depression  among  the  hills  and 
passes  beyond  the  Ridge  into  Lake  Erie. 
At  Gowanda,  thirteen  miles  from  Lake 
Erie,  it  is  but  four  miles  east  of  the 

headwaters  of  the  Conewango,  and  vet 
according  to  the   railroad  survey,  its 

contain  within  themselves  a  faithful  rec- 

ord of  the  earth's  history  during  mil- 
lions of  years,  a  record  which,  when 

rightly  understood,  unlike  human  an- 
nals, is  found  never  false.  The  history 

that  we  read  from  these  rocks  tells  us 

of  the  progress  of  life,  the  great  cata- 
clasms  and  the  wonderful  changes  that 

have  occurred  in  the  ages  of  time  dur- 
ing which  they  were  formed. 

The  rocks  that  immediately  underlie 
the  drift  in  Chautauqua  County  l^elong 
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to  the  Chemung  Period  of  the  Devon- 
ian Age.  The  character  of  the  shells 

and  fossil  seaweeds  found  in  them,  the 

mud  cracks,  that  appear  to  have  been 

made  by  a  fiery  sun  shining  upon  clay 
shores  and  upon  the  bottom  of  shallow 

seas  at  ebbtide — the  oblique  and  irregu- 
lar lamination  of  these  rocks — the  rip- 
ple marks  made  in  what  were  then  shift- 

ing sands  and  which  are  now  enduring- 
rock,  relate  the  circumstances  of  their 
creation.     Thev    inform    us    that  the 

dicular  blufifs  that  frown  along  its 
shores.  Along  the  beds  and  sides  of  the 

channel  worn  by  the  Canadaway  Creek 

through  the  hills  of  Arkwright  and 
along  its  west  branch  these  rocks  may 
be  seen  to  advantage.  Along  the  banks 
and  beds  of  Silver  and  Walnut  Creeks 

and  along  the  Cattaraugus,  Chautau- 
qua, Little  Chautauqua  and  Twenty 

Mile  Creeks  and  at  various  places  in, the 

northern  part  of  the  county  where 
smaller  streams  have  removed  the  drift 

PORTAGE 

county,  during  the  Chemung  Period, 
was  usually  covered  by  a  shallow  sea 

'of  muddy  waters  spread  over  great  sand 
flats  and  salt  meadows,  swept  by  waves 

and  tidal  currents.  The  Chemung  Per- 
iod is  made  up  of  two  epochs,  the  Port- 
age and  the  Chemung.  The  rocks  of 

the  Portage  are  the  oldest  and  lie  be- 
neath those  of  the  Chemung.  As  all 

the  strata  that  underlie  Chautauqua 

County  incline  to  the  south  the  rocks  of 
the  Portage  Group  come  to  the  surface 
and  form  the  bed  rock  in  the  northern 

part  of  the  county.  Their  exposure  ex- 
tends high  up  the  northern  face  of  the 

ridge.  They  are  best  observed  along  Lake 

Erie  where  they  form  the  high  pcrpen- 

S  HALES. 

from  the  surface  and  exposed  the  un- 
derlying rocks,  they  are  well  displayed. 

Above  the  Portage  formations  com- 
ing to  the  surface  in  the  southern  part 

of  the  county  lie  the  rocks  of  the  Che- 
mung Epoch.  They  are  exposed  to 

view  along  the  streams  and  in  the  ra- 
vines of  the  southern  part  of  the  county, 

and  are  best  seen  along  the  upper 

waters  of  Chautauqua  and  Little  Chau- 

tauqua Creeks,  the  outlet  of  Chautau- 
qua Lake  at  Dexterville,  a  part  of 

Twenty  Mile  Creek,  and  at  points 

along  the  Cassadaga  and  Conewango 
Creeks,  and  along  the  banks  of  their 
tributaries.  There  are  many  fossil 
shells  aufl  sea  weeds  in  the  rocks  of 
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the  Chemung  Epoch.  Of  the  multitude 

of  species  peopHng  the  waters  in  the 
Portage  and  Chemung  Periods  they  are 
ah  of  ancient  forms  of  Hfe,  and  none 

has  survived  to  the  present  time. 
The  streams  that  flow  northward 

from  the  highlands  have  worn  deep 
channels  in  these  foundation  rocks, 

which  along  the  northern  face  of  the 

Rido'e  are  known  as  the  Portage  Shales. 

not  even  know  that  such  wild  waterfalls 

exist  so  near  them.  Hemlocks  grow  in 

profusion  in  and  along  the  basin  of  this 
stream  and  along  its  upper  waters. 
h>om  this  fact  the  stream  derives  its 

Indian  name  Ga-na-da-wa-ow,  "run- 

ning through  the  hemlocks."  The 
waterfalls,  deep  gorges  and  wild  scen- 

ery of  the  east  and  also  of  the  west 
branch  of  the  Canadawav  are  character- 

HOGS  BACK.  TOWN 

The  east  branch  of  the  Canadaway  near 
the  western  boundary  of  Arkwright 
flows  through  a  deep,  wide  chasm, 
where  its  waters  have  cut  in  the  rocks 

a  still  deeper  l)ut  narrow  channel.  Here 
the  bed  of  the  stream  is  more  than 
three  hundred  feet  lower  than  the  banks 

on  either  side.  Concealed  beneath  the 

dense  foliage  of  the  trees  that  fill  the 

wide  gorge  and  overhang  the  frowning 
sides  are  several  fine  cascades.  But 

few,  even  of  those  living,  have  visited 
this  beautiful  glen,  and  some  who  have 

Hved  long  in  its  populated  vicinity  do 

i>F  WE  ST  FIELD. 

istic  of  all  the  streams  that  flow  through 

the  soft  shales  of  the  Portage  Forma- 
tion. Chautauqua  and  Twenty  Mile 

Creeks  are  especially  interesting  in  this 
respect.  From  the  side  of  the  canyon 
in  which  flows  the  Chautauqua,  and 

not  far  from  the  main  highway  between 
Mayville  and  Westfield,  a  spur  of  shaly 

rock  projects  at  right  angles  for  many 

rods  into  the  gorge  and  slopes  gradual- 
ly from  a  great  height  at  the  brink  of 

the  canyon  to  the  level  of  the  stream. 
The  sides  of  this  ridge  are  very  steep 

and  the  top  is  very  narrow,  not  wider 
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than  a  footpath,  and  is  used  as  such  to 

descend  into  the  gorg-e.  A  similar  ridge 
occurs  near  one  of  the  principal  falls  of 
the  Canadaway  and  a  number  of  others 

known  as  '"hog's  backs"  occur  near  sev- 
eral other  streams  flowing  through  the 

Portage  Rocks. 

At  Panama  and  on  the  tops  of  the 

highest  hills  remain  fragments  of  con- 
glomerate rocks,  formed  in  the  last  part 

of  the  Chemung  or  earl}-  in  the  suc- 
ceeding or  Catskill  Period,  but  which 

are  partly  torn  away  d^y  the  action  of 
glaciers,  and  mingled  with  the  drift,  thev 

here  having  partly  formed  the  surface 

rock  during  the  Ice  Period.  This  for- 
mation and  the  underlying  sandstone 

is  called  the  Salamanca  and  Panama 

Conglomerate.  Tt  constitutes  the  last 

stratified  formation  in  the  county.  It 
is  a  shore  formation  made  as  the  rocks 

of  the  Devonian  Age  began  to  a])pear 

above  the  siu'face  of  an  ancient  ocean 
that  spread  its  waters  there. 

A  mass  of  pebbles,  fine  gravel  and 

sand  had  gathered  on  the  northcrl}' 
shore  of  this  vast  Paleozoic  Sea  that 

once  extended  indefinitely  southward 
and  for  time  inconceivable  had  heaved 

its  billows  there.  The  gravel  and  peb- 
bles were  brought  into  this  ocean  by 

rivers  and  streams  and  then  were 

washed  shoreward  by  the  surf  and  tide, 

and  again  seaward  by  the  refluent 

waves,  smoothing  and  rounding  pel^bles 
of  quartz  and  producing  the  collection 
and  arrangement  of  material  that  make 

up  the  Panama  Conglomerate.  It  here 

probably  constituted  the  last  contribu- 
tion made  bv  the  sea  to  the  continent 

of  Xorth  America  before  it  became  dry- 
land. Time  cemented  the  pebbles, 

gravel  and  sand  into  a  hard  and  solid 

mass.  The  great  openings  that  now 
appear  in  these  rocks,  dividing  them 
into  blocks  as  at  Panama  in  Chautau- 

qua County  and  Rock  City  in  Cat- 

taraugus   County    are    not    the  re- 

sult of  upheavals  but  probably  the  quiet 
work  of  frost  and  ice  aided  bv  the 

weight  of  the  rocks — a  silent  ])rocess, 
imperceptibly  going  on.  during  that  al- 

most immeasureable  period  that  has 

lapsed  since  the  Devonian  Age,  slowlv 

opening  and  widening  these  fissures  in- 
to passages  so  that  they  have  come  to 

resemble  the  streets  and  avenues  of  a city. 

The  time  that  elapsed  after  the  for- 
mation of  these  conglomerates  is  not 

represented  by  any  stratified  rocks  in 
Chautaucjua,  for  the  reason  that  the 

county  continued  dry  land  after  the  De- 
vonian Rocks  arose  above  the  sea,  and 

left  no  record  of  events  in  the  amazing- 
period  that  followed.  (  )f  what  vegetable 
growths  and  living  creatures  existed 

upon  the  surface  during  the  millions  of 
years  included  in  the  vast  era  of  time 
from  this  event  down  to  the  Ouatern- 

ar}-.  or  Age  of  ̂ fan.  the  formations  of 

the  county  aft'ord  no  evidence.  The 
rocks  in  other  pa.ns  of  the  continent 

that  during  all  that  stretch  of  time 
were  forming  beneath  the  sea,  continue 

the  story  of  the  earth's  history  down 
to  that  very  recent  era — the  Ice  Per- 

iod. In  the  mantle  of  drift  that  was 

spread  over  the  county  in  that  period 

is  written  a  most  interesting  geologi- 
cal history  ;  one  that  he  who  visits  the 

banks  of  its  streams,  the  excavations 

made  for  its  railroads  and  trolley  lines, 
or  casuallv  rides  over  the  hills  of  the 

county  may  read. 
The  coming  of  the  glaciers  swept 

away  the  greater  part  of  the  Panama 
and  Salamanca  Conglomerate,  that  so 

long  had  lain  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  county,  before  the  basin  of  Lake 
Erie  was  chiselled  out  bv  the  ice.  Its 

thinnest  edge  was  worn  away  by  the 

action  of  glaciers.  Great  blocks  of 

these  rocks,  however,  still  lay  scatter- 
ed over  the  hills  of  the  southern  towns 

and  smaller  fragments  in  the  drift  and 
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in  the  bed  of  the  streams  that  flow 
southward. 

The  southern  limits  of  this  great 

glacier  are  well  defined  by  a  terminal 
morain  which  consists  of  immense  ac- 

cumulations of  boulders,  gravel,  and 
loose  material.  North  of  this  plainly 
marked  line  lie  unbroken  fields  of  drift, 

while  south  of  it  they  disappear  alto- 
gether.   This  terminal  morain  has  been 

ing  the  Conewango  between  Warren 
and  the  New  York  line.  Chautauqua 

County  during  the  Glacial  Period  lay 

close  to  the  "line  of  battle  between  the 
frosts  of  the  north  and  the  tropical 

winds  of  the  south."  At  length  the 
great  glacier  began  to  yield  to  the  in- 

creasing warmth.  It  slowly  withdrew 

its  icy  wall  towards  the  northern  bor- 

ders of  our  county,  exposing  and  leav- 

PANAMA  KOCKS. 

traced  from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  to  a 

long  distance  west  of  the  Mississippi 
River.  It  forms  the  backbone  of  Long 
Island.  It  enters  New  Jersey  south  of 
New  York  City,  thence  it  extends  west- 

erly across  that  state  and  northwesterly 
through  Pennsylvania  and  New  York 
to  a  point  near  Salamanca,  where  it 

changes  its  direction  so  abruptly  as  to 
make  an  acute  angle.  It  then  proceeds 
southwesterly  into  Pennsylvania,  cross- 

ing everywhere,  over  the  southern  por- 
tion, confused  and  unfertile  heaps  of 

loose  earth,  gravel  and  stones.  Huge 
boulders,  as  we  now  see,  were  scattered 

at  intervals  entirely  above  the  drift  and 
more  or  less  over  the  whole  surface  of 

the  county.  As  the  receding  glacier 

withdrew,  it  paused  for  a  while  at  the 

Ridge  as  if  stopped  by  some  era  of  cold, 

turned  back  and  again  pushed  its  glit- 
tering front  a  little  way  southward.  The 
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record  of  this  movement  appears  in  an 
extensive  morain  that  extends  to  a 

width  of  two  or  three  miles  along  the 

south  side  of  the  crest  of  the  Ridg'e  easi- 
ly distinguished  by  the  confused  heaps 

of  sand,  gravel  and  boulders,  by  kaimes 
and  kettle  holes.  This  morain  enters 

the  county  from  the  east  at  the  north- 
east corner  of  Villenova  and  extends 

westerly  along  the  borders  of  the  town 

by  East  Mud  Lake.  Curving  to  the 
south  it  passes  out  of  Villenova  at  West 
Mud  Lake,  extends  west  to  Arkwright 
Center,  and  southwest  to  the  upper 

Cassadaga  Lake  in  Pomfret,  westerly 

by  Bear  Lake  to  Portland ;  then  it 
curves  south.  About  a  mile  north  of 

Hartfield  it  turns  northward,  crosses 
Westfield  in  an  east  and  west  direction, 

enters  Ripley  north  of  where  the  prin- 
cipal branch  of  Twenty  Mile  Creek 

crosses  the  east  line  of  that  town.  It 

then  extends  westerly  along  and  north 
of  that  stream.  Finally  it  crosses  into 

Pennsylvania. 
At  last  yielding  to  the  heat  of  a 

warmer  era,  the  great  glacier  withdrew 
northward  beyond  Lake  Erie,  leaving 
the  record  of  its  departure  in  the  granite 

boulders  thickly  scattered  along  the 
northern  slope  of  the  Ridge.  Four  or 
five  beach  lines,  one  above  the  other, 
each  at  a  fixed  elevation  above  the  lake, 

extend  in  parallel  lines  along  the  lower 
lands  that  border  Lake  Erie.  These 

beach  lines  mark  the  halts  in  the  pro- 
cess of  lowering  the  great  sea  or  lake 

that  extended  northward  from  the 

county,  while  obstructions  to  its  drain- 
age were  being  removed.  The  great 

glacier  gradually  succumbed  to  the 
milder  climate  that  introduced  the 

Champlain  Period  and  at  last  entire- 

ly disappeared,  leaving  the  lake  near- 

ly at  its  present  level.  The  process 
of  lowering  its  waters  is  still  going  on. 
Niagara  Falls  has  worn  away  seven 

miles  of  the  twenty-two  miles  of  rock 
that  intervenes  before  Lake  Erie  will 

be  reached  and  drained  to  its  bottom, 

reminding  us  again  that  the  process  of 
creation  is  to  continue  with  all  its  ka- 

leidoscopic changes,  until  time  shall 
end. 

Thus  we  see  that  the  topographical 
features  of  the  county  and  the  character 

of  its  rocky  foundations  are  the  result 

of  causes  and  forces  operating  far  back 

in  the  past  of  which  the  science  of  ge- 
ology affords  the  explanation,  (i) 

The  topography  of  the  county  has 
much  to  do  with  its  climate  and  in  con- 

nection with  the  varied  character  of  its 

soils  with  the  varied  character  of  its 

agricultural  products  also.  It  has  given 
to  different  parts  of  the  county  different 
weather  conditions.  The  first  of  these 

distinct  climates  is  found  in  a  narrow 

strip  of  territory,  in  width  from  three  to 
five  miles,  along  the  shore  of  the  towns 
that  border  on  Lake  Erie.  This  part 
has  the  lowest  elevation  of  any  land  in 

the  county.  Lake  Erie  is  five  hundred 

seventy-three  feet  above  tide-water. 
This  belt  of  land,  from  a  level  of  about 

twenty  feet  above  Lake  Erie,  graduall}- 
rises  to  the  southward  until  at  the  foot 

of  the  hills  it  is  about  two  hundred  fifty 

feet  above  the  lake.  Although  this  por- 
tion of  the  county  is  subject  to  rigor- 
ous winters  common  to  its  latitude,  its 

climate  is  much  milder  than  that  of 

other  parts.  Its  lower  altitude,  and  its 

proximity  to  the  waters  of  the  lake, 

postpone  the  cold  of  winter ;  its  humid 
atmosphere  protects  against  the  frost 
of  spring.  It  is,  however,  subject  to 

more  severe  drouths  than  the  other  por- 

(1).— For  a  more  full  and  detailed  geological  history  and  description  of  the 
county  by  the  writer,  see  the  History  of  Chautauqua  County  published  in  1894  by  W. 
A.  Ferguson  &  Co. 
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tions  of  the  county.  The  influence  of 
the  lake  extends  not  only  over  this 
narrow  border  of  land,  but  over  the 

northern  slope  of  the  hills.  All  this  part 

of  the  county  is  well  adapted  to  the  pro- 
duction of  cereals  and  fruit,  especially 

the  grape. 
In  the  soils,  and  even  in  the  products 

of  the  soil,  we  may  thus  read  the  strik- 
ing and  interesting  story  of  the  glacier. 

Extending  in  nearly  a  straight  line  from 
Pennsylvania  to  the  Cattaraugus  Creek 
is  a  very  narrow  strip  of  coarse  gravel 

called  the  "Dunkirk  Gravel."  It  passes 
through  the  Villages  of  Ripley,  West- 
field,  Brocton,  Fredonia  and  Sheridan. 

Here  the  grape  industry  was  first  be- 
gun. This  gravel  is  the  best  adapted 

to  the  production  of  the  early  grape, 
and  also  for  the  peach  and  plum.  This 
narrow  line  of  gravel  marks  one  of  the 

old  beaches,  and  points  out  the  lake's 
level  at  some  time  far  back  in  the  past. 

The  dry  soil  and  regular  character  of 
this  natural  formation  has  ever  recom- 

mended its  use  to  both  the  white  and 

the  red  man.  For  centuries  the  great 

trail  of  the  Indians  leading  from  Buf- 
falo to  the  West  traversed  it.  The 

pioneers  l3uilt  the  Main  or  Erie  Road 
upon  it.  The  first  trolley  cars  will  move 

along  its  line.  Extending  the  whole 
distance  and  parallel  to  this  are  other 

narrow  lines  of  gravel,  marking  other 
ancient  beaches  of  the  lake.  Between 
and  on  either  side  of  these  lines  of 

gravel  are  strips  of  soil  called  "Dun- 

kirk Gravel  Loam,"  a  soil  adapted  to 
the  production  of  grapes  and  garden 

products.  In  the  territory  between 
these  lines  of  old  beaches  and  Lake 

Erie,  the  land  is  divided  between  what 

is  denominated  "Dunkirk  Sandy  Loam'' 

and  "Dunkirk  Clay."  The  former  is 
said  to  produce  the  largest  yield  of 

grapes,  and  the  latter  a  superior  quali- 
ty.   Immediately   south   of   these  old 

beaches  of  gravel  and  gravel  loam, 

and  extending  over  nearly  the  whole 
northern  face  of  the  highlands,  are 

wide  areas  of  territory  called  "Dun- 
kirk Shale  Loam."  The  soil  here  is 

not  made  of  miscellaneous  debris  de- 

posited by  the  ice  sheet,  as  in  most 
parts  of  the  county,  but  is  composed 
of  the  weathered  products  of  the 
foundation  rocks  of  the  Chemung 

Period,  left  bare  by  the  glaciers.  This 
soil  is  barren  and  unfit  for  agricultural 

purposes  other  than  the  raising  of 
grapes,  but  here  the  grapes,  though 

small  in  quantity,  are  of  the  best  qual- 
ity, the  favorite  of  the  consumer,  and 

much  esteemed  in  the  manufacture  of 
wine. 

We  have  another  and  severer  climate 

in  the  deep  and  wide  valleys  that  ex- 
tend through  the  highlands  in  the 

southern  part  of  the  county,  from  the 

Pennsylvania  line  to  the  northern  face 
of  the  ridge  or  escarpment  through 

which  flow  all  the  larger  streams  of  the 

county.  Cassadaga  Lake,  according  to 
the  survey  of  the  Dunkirk,  Allegheny 

Valley  and  Pittsburg  Railroad,  and  also 
the  state  topographical  survey  of  the 

"Westfield  Area"  is  seven  hundred 

thirty-two  feet  above  Lake  Erie  and 
thirteen  hundred  five  feet  above  the 

ocean.  Chautauqua  Lake,  according 

to  the  survey,  is  but  three  feet  higher 
than  Cassadaga  Lake.  Bear  Lake  is 
substantially  of  the  same  elevation. 
These  lakes  all  lie  at  the  head  of  valleys 
which  extend  with  but  little  descent  to 

the  Pennsylvania  line.  These  upland 

valleys  converge  and  become  one  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  county  where 
at  Fentonville,  tlie  lowest  point,  it  is  but 

fifty  or  sixty  feet  below  the  Cassadaga 
Lake,  so  that  all  of  these  wide  upland 
valleys,  which  include  the  Conewango, 
Cassadaga,  Bear  and  Goose  Creeks, 

Chautauqua  Lake,  Stillwater,  Broken- 
straw,  French  Creek  and  other  lesser 
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vales,  have  elevations  of  but  little  varia- 
tion, and  all  exceeding  twelve  hundred 

thirty  feet,  and  less  than  fourteen  hun- 
dred thirty  above  the  ocean.  In  conse- 

quence of  the  greater  elevations  of 
these  valleys,  and  other  circumstances 
a  severer  climate  prevails  there  than 

along  Lake  Erie  ;  the  spring  is  longer 
delayed,  winter  comes  earlier  and  the 
snow  lies  deeper ;  these  circumstances 

and  a  different  soil,  make  the  agricul- 
tural products  of  these  upland  valleys 

hills  often  rise  to  the  height  of  sixteen 
or  seventeen  hundred  feet  above  the 

ocean,  and  three  or  four  hundred  feet 

above  the  neighboring  valleys.  In 

Cherry  Creek,  Charlotte  and  Gerry  the 
summits  of  some  of  these  hills  are  two 

thousand  feet  above  the  ocean,  and  in 

Arkwright  nearly  as  high.  Two  places 
near  the  boundary  line  between  the 
town  of  Charlotte  and  Cherry  Creek, 

l^eing  points  on  lots  sixty  and  sixty-two 
of  the  latter  town,  reach  the  elevation 

quite  different  from  the  country  along 
Lake  Erie.  The  soil  of  these  valleys 

in  some  places  is  designated  as 

"Meadow"  and  in  other  places  as  "Cas- 

sadaga  Sand.''  These  soils  are  adapt- 
ed to  the  raising  of  grapes  when  drain- 

ed. Eruit,  with  the  exception  of  the  ap- 
ple, and  grain  are  not  so  profitably 

raised.  Stock  raising  and  dairying 

chiefly  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
farmer. 

A  third  and  still  more  rigorous  cli- 
mate prevails  among  the  hills  that  bor- 

der these  valleys  and  which  occupy  the 
principal  area  of  the  county.  These 

of  l\vent}--one  hundred  feet  above  the 
ocean  according  to  the  late  topograph- 

ical survev  bv  the  state  ;  an  elevation  of 
over  fifteen  hundred  feet  above  Lake 

Erie,  and  over  eight  hundred  feet  above 

the  neighboring  valley  of  the  Cone- 
wango.  In  the  southeastern  part  of 

the  count^'  not  yet  surveyed,  where  the 

hills  are  prophetic  of  the  mountains  be- 
yond, it  is  believed  are  located  its  high- 

est lands.  The  following  villages  and 

hamlets  among  the  highlands  are  fif- 
teen hundred  feet  or  more  above  the 

ocean  level :  EUery  i  ,758  above  the 
sea,     Summerdale     1,639,  Arkwright 
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1,632,  Mina  1,600,  North  Clymer  1,562, 

Volusia  1,560,  Panama  1,551,  Sted- 
man  1,550,  Sherman  i,549,  Charlotte 

Center  1,530,  and  Centralia  1,500. 
The  soil  that  covers  the  elevated  parts 

of  the  county  according  to  the  state  soil 

survey,  are  "Volusia  Loam"  and  "Vo- 

lusia Sand  Loam,"  principally  the  lat- 
ter, which  is  adapted  to  the  raising  of 

grass,  oats,  potatoes  and  apples.  Here 

among  the  uplands  the  snow  comes 

earliest  in  autumn,  falls  deepest  in  win- 

ter, and  lies  latest  in  spring.  Some- 
times in  the  spring  when  the  grass  is 

green,  and  fruit  trees  are  blossoming 
along  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  the  hills 
of  Arkwright  and  Charlotte  are  white 
with  snow.  But  what  cares  the  tennant 

of  those  snowy  hills?  There  he  has 

passed  his  early  years  and  breasted  the 
storms  of  many  a  winter !  He  would 

not  change  his  bleak  highland  farm  for 
the  pleasantest  fields  along  the  lake. 

Love  of  home  is  strong  indeed !  It 
can  make  the  hills  more  beautiful  and 

the  fields  more  green.  It  can  magnify 
beauties  and  remove  blemishes.  It  can 

even  make  the  rigorous  seasons  bear 

pleasant  memories.  Who  reverts  to  the 
Chautauqua  winters  of  his  early  years, 

inclement  as  they  were,  without  a  pleas- 
ing remembrance?  In  winter  the  drifts 

lie  deeply  around  the  farm  houses,  and 
bury  the  fields  and  fences  from  view. 

Travel  is  blocked  upon  the  highway  and 
the  farmer  for  a  while  is  imprisoned  by 
the  storm.  Then  come  to  the  hills  of 

Chautauqua  and  see  the 

"North  Wind's  Masonry 

"Out  of  an  unseen  quary  evermore 
Furnished  with  tile,  the  fierce'  artificer 
Curves  his  white  bastions  with  projected 

roof, 

Round  every  windward  stake,  or  tree  or  door. 
Speeding,  the  myriad  handed,  his  wild  work 
So  fanciful,  so  savage,  naught  cares  he 
For  number  or  proportion.  Mockingly 
On  coop  or  kennel  he  hangs  Parian  wreaths. 
A  swan-like  form  invests  the  hidden  thorn, 

Fills  up  the  farmer's  lane  from  wall  to  wall 
Maugre  the  farmer's  sighs,  and  at  the  gate 
A  tapering  turret  overtops  the  work. 
And  when  the  hours  are  numbered,  and  the 

world 
Is  all  his  own,  retiring,  as  he  were  not, 
Leaves  when  the  sun  appears,  astonished  Art 
To  mimic  in  slow  structures,  stone  by  stone 

Built  in  an  age,  the  mad  wind's  night  work 
The  frolic  architecture  of  the  snow." 

But  the  Chautauqua  farmer,  content- 
ed by  his  cheerful  fireside,  listens  to  the 

north  wind's  blast,  and  hears  the  icy 
sleet  upon  his  roof.  His  sons,  with 
the  pleasure  that  health  and  vigor  give, 

breast  the  storms  and  enjoy  the  sports 

of  winter.  His  wife  and  daughters  with 

books  and  newspapers  and  indoor  work 

and  pastimes,  enjoy  the  enforced  se- 
clusion. Indeed  among  our  snowy  hills 

domestic  happiness  finds  a  more  con- 
genial home  than  in  milder  climes. 

With  the  first  coming  of  our  spring 

the  bleak  aspect  of  the  fields  begins  to 

change  ;  while  yet  linger  the  forces  of 

departing  winter,  the  southward  sloping 
hillsides  are  streaked  with  green,  the 

lilac  begins  to  unfold  its  leaves,  and  the 

wild  flowers  to  blossom  at  the  edge  of 
the  melting  snow  banks,  and  along  the 

sunny  margins  of  the  woods.  Amid 
fogs  and  dissolving  snows  the  robin  and 
the  bluebird  come,  and  upon  the  breath 
of  winter  announce  the  return  of  spring. 

The  warm  rains  of  April  and  May  com- 
plete the  change.  The  meadows  and 

pastures  among  the  Chautauqua  Hills 

Cfuickly  respond  to  the  mild  influence 
of  spring.  A  single  shower  brings  forth 
the  tender  herbage  of  the  fields,  and  the 

leaves  upon  the  trees  often  unfold  in  a 
single  night. 

Propitiously  as  the  season  opens,  it  is 

subject  to  chilly  relapses.  In  Chautau- 
qua County  winter  lingers  long  in  the 

lap  of  spring.  The  ice  which  gathers 
in  Lake  Erie  during  the  colder  months, 

loosened  by  the  warmth  of  the  advanc- 
ing season  drifts  to  the  foot  of  the 
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lake,  and  sometimes  remains  unmelted 

until  almost  June,  bringing  raw  and  in- 
clement weather  to  the  adjacent  shores. 

Nipping  frosts  often  visit  the  farmer 
during  the  last  days  of  May,  and  even  in 
the  month  of  June,  cutting  his  corn  and 

destroying  his  fruit. 
In  the  summer  time  the  trees  are 

mantled  with  a  mass  of  foliage.  Abund- 

pleasing  than  in  our  county  in  the  sum- 
mer time.  An  Itahan  sunset  can  scarce- 

ly excel  the  scene  that  may  be  witnessed 

from  the  hills  of  Chautauc|ua  on  a  sum- 
mer afternoon,  when  the  broad  red  disk 

of  the  sun,  slowly  descending  into  the 
blue  waves  of  Lake  Erie,  closes  the  day 
in  fiery  splendor. 

The  glory  of  the  American  forest  in 

SUMMER  IN 

ant  springs  and  heavy  dews  keep  the 
meadows  and  pastures  green.  In  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  the  sultry 
air  is  tempered  bv  refreshing  breezes 
from  Lake  Erie  bearing  health  and 

strength  upon  their  healing  wings.  Cool 

nights  and  pleasing  rural  scenery  invite 
thousands  annually  to  pass  the  heated 

term  upon  the  shores  of  the  lakes.  No- 
where is  the  climate  and  scenerv  more 

CHAUTAUQUA. 

autumn  has  been  often  told,  but  no- 
where does  the  woodland  appear  in 

greater  splendor  than  among  our  Chau- 
tauqua Hills.  There  nature  seems  to 

have  spilled  her  choicest  pigments  upon 
the  woods. ft 

"Ere  in  the  northern  gale 
The  summer  tresses  of  the  trees  are  gone 
The  woods  of  autumn  all  around  our  vale 

Have  put  their  glory  on." 
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At  length  frosts  and  falling  leaves 

point  to  the  return  of  winter,  yet  among 

the  hills  of  Chautauqua  the  season  lin- 
gers for  awhile ;  the  year  ripens  into 

mildness  and  Indian  summer  comes. 

tant  vales  they  fade  almost  into  dark- 
ness. While  yet  the  air  is  soft  and 

the  heavens  serene,  wild  geese  begin 

their  southward  flight  in  long  converg- 
ing lines,  as  if  moving  runic  characters 

WINTER  SCENE. 

The  sharp  contrasts  of  light  and  shade 
in  the  clear  air  of  spring  disappear  in 
autumn.  In  the  hazy  atmosphere  the 
line  between  sky  and  earth  is  dimly 

drawn,  only  the  filmy  outline  of  the  hills 
is  seen.  The  shades  of  the  valley 

deepen  in  the  murky  light.    In  the  dis- 

were  written  in  the  sky  foretelling  the 

approach  of  storms  and  snows.  Dis- 
tant sounds  seem  near  in  the  hollow  air. 

From  far  in  the  upper  sky  comes  the 

strange  warning  voice  of  their  leader, 

startling  and  clear,  guiding  his  brood  in 

their   wedge-like   flight   from   the  icy 
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fields  of  Canada,  high  above  the  waters 

of  Lake  Erie  and  Chautauqua,  in  un- 

erring" eourse  to  the  te])i(l  lakes  and 
rushv  streams  of  warmer  climes. 

"All  day  thy  wings  have  fanned 
At  that  far  height  the  cold,  thin  atmosphere; 
Ye  stoop  not,  weary,  to  the  welcome  land, 

Though  the  dark  night  is  near. 

"And  soon  thy  toil  shall  end 
Soon  Shalt  thou  find  a  summer  home  and  rest 

And  scream  among  thy  fellows:  reeds  shall 
bend 

Soon  o'er  thy  sheltered  nest." 
Responsive  to  these  warning  signs, 

winter  comes  with  all  his  blustering 
crew  of  chills  and  snows,  freezing  winds 

and  pinching  frosts,  and  at  last  the  keen 
blasts  of  December  howl  him  a  fierce 

welcome  to  his  ancient  and  favorite  do- 

main among  the  whitening  hills  of  ( )ld 
Chautauqua. 

ERRATA— Page  107  should  be  entitled  'Pioneer  Period,'  instead  of  'Frontier  Period.' 
Pages  273  to  287  should  be  entitled  'Last  Period'  instead  of  'Agricultural  Period  Con- 
cluded.' 
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OFFICIAL  PROGRAM  OF 

Chautauqua  County  Centennial  Celebration, 

At  Westfield,  New  York. 

JUNE  24th  and  25th,  1902. 

On  June  24th  at  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  the 
parade  and  procession  was  formed  and 
proceeded  to  the  location  of  the  first 
residence  built  in  Chautauqua  County 

by  James  McMahan,  on  the  farm  now 

owned  l^y  John  Buttery,  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  west  of  the  Park,  in  the  follow- 

ing order : 

P.  W.  Bemis,  Marshal. 
Martial  Band. 

Chautauqua  Historical  Society  in  Car- 
riages. 

Miller's  ox  team. 
Pioneers  of  Chautauqua  County  in 

carriages. 

Supervisors,  county  officers  and  ex- 
county  officers  ill  carriages. 

Fenton  Guard  Band. 
Fenton  Guards. 
Westfield  Band. 

Citizens  in  carriages. 

AT  THE  HOMESTEAD. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Tennant. 

Address  of  Welcome  by  Hon  S.  F. 
Nixon. 

Paper  on  the  McMahan  Homestead, 
by  Mrs.  Helen  Smith  Tennant. 

Music. 

Return  to  the  f^ark. 
Luncheon. 

PRESBYTERLAN  CHURCH. 

Tuesday  afternoon,  2  o'clock,  A.  S. 
W aston,  presiding : 

Organ  Voluntary— Mr.  J.  W.  Phil- 
lips. 

Prayer — Rev.  G.  L.  MacClelland. 
Music— Presbvterian    choir,  James- 

town. 

Oration — Hon.  John  Woodward. 

V^ocal  Solo — Miss  Belle  Tififany. 
Centennial  Poem — Forest  Crissey. 

Music — Presbyterian    choir,  James- 
town. 

Historical  Sketch — Hon.  Obed  Edson. 

Hymn,  (TunC'  America) — Mrs.  Martha R.  Almy. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Tuesday  evenings  7:15,  R.  R.  Rogers, 
presiding : 

The  Schools— Hon.  Phin  M.  Miller. 

Vocal  Solo — Mrs.  John  S.  Lambert. 

Chautauqua  Institutions — Capt.  Fred- 
erick W.  Hyde. 

METHODIST  CHURCH. 

Tuesday  evening,  7:15,  Capt.  E.  A. 
Curtis,  presiding : 

The  MiHtary— Dr.  H.  C.  Taylor. 
Music,  (Battle  Hymn  of  the  Republic) 

— Presbyterian  Choir,  Jamestown. 
Masonry — Hon.  Abner  Hazeltine. 
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OPERA  HOUSE. 

Tuesday  evening,  7:15,  Robert  N. 

Marvin,  presiding: 

Vocal  Duet — Mis.  Coombs  and  Mrs. 
Pierce. 

Life  of  Governor  Fenton — Hon.  Jer- 
ome B.  Fisher. 

Music,  (Star  Spangled  Banner) — 
Schumann  Societv,  Westfield. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Wednesday  morning,  10  o'clock,  Elliot 
C.  Hall,  presiding: 

Music — Presbyterian  choir,  Westfield. 

The  Clergy — Rev.  Chalon  Burgess. 
Vocal  Solo— Mrs.  E.  H.  Potter. 

The  Medical  Profession — Dr.  William 
M.  Bemus. 

The  W.  C.  T.  U.— Mrs.  Martha  Shav- 
er Mead. 

HEAD  OF  THE 

NEW  SCHOOL  BUILDING. 

Tuesday  evening,  nine  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Public  reception  under  the  auspices 

of  the  Patterson  Chapter  Daughters 
American  Revolution. 

Solo— Miss  Belle  Tiffany. 

Paper,  Lafayette's  Visit  to  Chautau- 
qua— Miss  Olive  Risley  Seward. 

Quartette— Mrs.  G.  W.  Tew,  Mrs. 
Emily  Crane,  Mr.  G.  W.  Tew^  Mr.  John 
Whitney. 

Solo — Mrs.  John  S.  Lambert. 

Chorus,  (America) — Schumann  Soci- 
ety, Westfield. 

PROCESSION. 

METHODIST  CHURCH. 

Wednesday  morning,  10  o'clock,  Luc- 
ian  C.  Warren,  presiding: 

Vocal  Solo — Mr.  Harry  Espy. 

Chautauqua  Society  of  History  and 
Natural  Science — William  W.  Hender- 
son. 

Music — Presbyterian  choir,  James- 
town. 

The  Swedish  Settlement — Rev.  Julius 
Lincoln. 

OPERA  HOUSE. 

Wednesday  morning,  to  o'clock,  O.  E 
Jones,  presiding : 
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Political  History — Hon.  Benjamin  S 
Dean. 

Whistling-  Solo—Miss  Harriet  Lonise     ian  T.  Williams 

Vocal  Solo— Miss  Ethel  Sturgis. 
Dunkirk  Speculative  Era— Hon.  Jnl- 

Norton. 

The  Press — Hon.  Louis  McKinstry. 
Vocal  Solo — Mrs.  Kittie  Sheldon. 

Cassadaga    Free    Association — Mrs 
Carrie  E.  S.  Twrng. 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

Wednesday  afternoon,  2  o'clock^  C. 
R.  Lockwood,  presiding: 

Grape  Industry— C;.  E.  Ryckman. 
Music— Presbvtcrian    choir,  James- town. 

The  IJrocton  Community — K.  lUick- 
ner,  R.  X.  Martin. 

THE  COMMITTEES. 

The  names  of  tliosc  on  the  '^^-eneral 

PHIN  M,  MILLER  . 

Business  Development — Hon.  Charles 
M.  Dow. 

Vocal  Solo — Miss  Katherine  M.  Hen- 
nessey. 

The  Bar — James  L.  Wrecks. 
A'ocal  Duet — Mrs.  Sheldon  and  Miss 

Hinckley. 

Agriculture — John  W.  Spencer. 

Music,  (Auld  Pang  Syne) — Schumann 
Society'  Westfield. 

OPERA  HOUSE. 

Wednesday  afternoon,  2  o'clock,  Wm 
Sexton,  presiding: 

ND    HIS  OX  TEAM. 

committee  and  various  town  commit- 

tees as  original!}-  named  were  as  fol- 
lows : 

Program — Hon.  Obed  Edson,  Sin- 

clairville  :  Speaker  S.  Fred  Nixon,  West- 
field  ;  Dr.  H.  C.  Taylor,  Brocton  :  W. 

W.  Henderson,  Benjamin  S.  Dean,  J.  A. 

Clary,  Jamestown,  and  Louis  McKin- 
stry, Fredonia. 

Finance — F.  W.  Crandall,  Westfield  , 

T.  A.  Case,  Ellington ;  Hon.  C.  M.  Dow- 

Jamestown  ;  F.  R.  Green,  Fredonia;  J. 
A.  McGinnies,  Ripley. 



384 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY 

Exhibits — Frederick  W.  Hyde,  James- 
town ;  George  E.  McLanry^  Sheridan ; 

Newel  Cheney,  Poland  Center ;  L.  C. 

Warren,  Stockton,  and  Henry  K.  W  il- 
liams, Dunkirk. 

Entertainment  Dnd  Invitations — ]\'rs. 
G.  W.  Patterson,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Tennant, 

Elmore  M.  Kem,  Westfield;  Judge  A. 

A.  VanDusen,  Mayville,  and  Frank  H. 

Mott,  Jamestown. 
TOWN  COMMITTEES. 

Arkwright — M?rvin  Cardot,  Cliarles 
S.  Black,  Mrs.  CUa-les  S.  Black-  Andrew 
J.  Cowden,  Mrs.  \.  J.  Cowden,  Jolin  D. 
Griswold,  Miss  Clarissa  Clintor. 

Busti— A.  J.  Bennett,  J.  W.  Wood- 
head>  A.  Button,  M.  Matteson,  A.  G. 

Jones,  Edwin  Douglass,  James  Wood, 

Chautauqua — August  Anderson,  D. 

C.  Sixbey,  C.  F.  Chapman,  W.  H.  Sco- 

field,  E.  J.  McConnell,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Por- 
ter, Miss  Caroline  Green,  Mrs.  M.  E. 

Smith'  Garland  Cheney. 

Carroll — John Venman ,  Dr. T.  J. Whit- 
ney, R.  F.  Sternburg,  Charles  E.  Dodge. 

Mrs.  T.  J.  Whitnev,  Miss  Lvdia  Myers, 
Mrs.  Charles  Duif. 

Charlotte— R.  C.  Seaven  Mrs.  R.  C 
Seaver,  Obed  Edson,  R.  E.  Sheldon, 

Mrs.  R.  E.  Sheldon,  R.  Reed,  Mrs.  R. 
Reed. 

Cherry  Creek — C.  L.  Wheeler,  Mrs 
C.  L.  Wheeler,  C.  J.  Shults,  Mrs.  C.  J. 

Shults,  George  W.  Brown,  Mrs.  G.  W. 
Brown,  I.  S.  Benton,  Mrs.  F.  L.  Benton, 

G.  Frank  Lapham,  Mrs.  G.  Frank  Lap- 
ham. 

Clymer— L.  P.  McCray,  O.  D.  Hinck- 
ley, L.  E.  Gallup,  Mrs.  TilHe  H.  Shel- 

dou'  Art  Jaquins,  William  Emery,  Ira 
H.  Lucas. 

Dunkirk — J.  K.  Patterson,  Jr.,  Hon. 
L.  F.  Stearns,  C.  E.  Hequembourg,Hon. 
J.  T.  Williams,  William  Bookstaver,  A. 
W.  Cummings,  Mrs.  E.  M.  H.  Edwards, 

Mrs.  L.  Fullager,  Richard  Mulholland, 

Thomas,  J.  Cummings,  F.  S.  Nagle,  R. 
L.  Gary, 

Ellery — Frank    F.    Pickard,  Oscar 

Hale,  E.  A.  Harvey^  Mrs.  E.  A.  Harvey, 
B.  A.  Pickard,  S.  D.  Thum,  Fabius 

Lawton,  Mrs.  Asa  Cheney,  Mrs.  E.  R. 
Waterman,  Dr.  E.  A.  Scofield. 

Ellicott— M.  B.  Pratt,  Irwin  Bedient, 
Mrs.  Irwin  Bedient  FHnt  Blanchard, 

Mrs.  Flint  Blanchard,  G.  A.  Bentley, 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Bentley,  A.  A.  VanVleck. 

Ellington — Theodore  A.  Case,  N.  M. 
Carpenter,  David  Hadley,  Mrs.  James 
Brooks,  Miss  Jennie  Kinsman,  Frank 

E.  Case^  Lansing  A.  Bates,  Capp  Shaw. 

French  Creek — HenrN'  R.  Case,  Ab- 
ram  Casler,  Henry  R.  Jones,  Charles 

Kennedy,  M.  Skellie. 

Gerry— J.  A.  A1my,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Almy, 
John  ¥.  Phelps,  Mrs.  John  F.  PhelpS'  L. 

S.  Pratt,  Mrs.  L.  S.  Pratt,  O.  N.  SaHs- 

bury,  Mrs.  O.  N.  SaHsbury,  Mrs.  Behn- 
da  Mathews. 

Hanover — Frank  L.  Smith,  Albert  H. 
Stebbins,  Rev.  Chalon  Burgess,  Mrs.  O. 
A.  Fairchild,  Elmer  J.  Birdsey,  Levi  J. 

Pierce,  Mrs.  E.  J.  Swift,  Mrs.  George 
Trumbull,  R.  L.  Newton. 

Harmony — James    Hawkins,  James 
B.  Randolph,  Mrs.  James  B.  Randolph' 
A.  C.  Robertson,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Robertson, 

Jared  Hewes,  Mrs.  Jared  Hewes,  Hom- 
er Pringle,  Mrs.  Homer  Pringle. 

Jamestown — Capt.  D.  H.  Post,  J.  A. 
Clary,  Major  E.  P.  Putnam,  Rev.  ElHot 
C.  Hall,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Fenton,  Dr.  W.  M. 

Bemus,  Hon.  Charles  M.  Dow^  Hon. 

Abner  Hazeltine,  Mrs.  Frank  E.  Gif- 
ford,  Mrs.  W.  FI.  Proudfit,  Charles  C 

Wilson,  Hon.  Eleazer  Green^  Frank  W. 

Stevens,  Mayor  J.  Emil  Johnson,  Mrs. 

Frederick  W.  Hyde,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Hen- 
derson, Hon.  Robert  N.  Marvin,  Benja- 

min S.  Dean,  Hiram  Smith,  Miss  Flora 

Broadhead,  Miss  M.  Emogene  Hazel- 
tine,  Miss  Lucy  F.  Baker. 

Kiantone— A.  B.  Carter,  L.  C.  Wood- 
ward, Lyman  Cole^  George  C.  Frissell, 

John  Bratt,  J.  M.  Doud. 
Mina— John  A.  Hill  J.  E.  Ottoway, 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Ottoway,  Frank  Phiefer,  Mrs. 
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Frank  Phiefer,  Herbert  Buss,  Mrs.  Her- 
bert Bliss. 

Poland — J.  H.  Anderson,  Newel 
Cheney,  Mrs.  Ellen  Cheney,  Mott 
Smith,  Mrs.  Emma  P.  Merritt,  Mrs.  Ida 

Rich,  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Worden. 

Pomfret — G.  iVl.  Tremaine,  Jr.,  Hon. 
Warren  B.  Hooker.  Hon.  M.  M.  Fen- 

ner,  Captain  E.  A.  Curtis,  W.  D.  Leet, 

B.  F.  Skinner,  Mrs.  Louis  McKinstry, 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Chatsey.  Mrs.  B.  F.  Skinner. 

Portland— C.  i'.  Crandall,  G.  E.  Ryck- 
man,  Mrs.  Laura  Pettit,  Mrs.  Helen 

Dunham,  R.  A.  Hall,  Elial  Skinner. 

Ripley — J.  A.  McGinnies,  N.  J.  Hor- 
ton,  Mrs.  N.  J.  Horton,  Lyman  Bennett, 

Mrs.  Lyman  Bennett,  Mrs.  Lydia  M. 
Hamilton,  J.  M.  Wethey. 

Sheridan — George  E.  McLaury-  J.  G. 
Gould,  E.  B.  Tolles,  M.  J.  Tookc,  C.  E. 

Griswold,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Stebbins,  Mrs.  W. 
R.  Miner. 

Sherman— W.  B.  Whitney.  C.  H.  Cor- 
1)ett,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Corbett,  H.  W.  Sperry, 
Mrs.  H.  VV.  Sperry,  J.  L.  Thayer,  Mrs. 

J.  L.  Thayer. 
Stockton— L.  C.  Warren,  M\s.  L.  C. 

Warren,  E.  L.  McCullouo-h,  Mrs.  E.  L. 

McCull()uo-h,  Charles  Payne,  Mrs. 
Charles  Payne.  Charles  IMiillips,  S.  M. Crissey. 

Villenova  — A.  H.  Libbey,  Milo 

Wheeler,  Mrs.  Milo  Wheeler,  John  Rut- 
tenbur,  George  Warnen  Frank  Scott 
Mrs.  Frank  Scott. 

Westfield — S]:)eaker  S.  F.  Nixon,  Mrs. 
G.  W.  Patterson,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Pennant, 

v.  W.  Crandall,  F.  A.  FTall,  E.  M.  Kent, 
D.  A.  H.  Nichols,  Prof.  P.  K.  Pattison. 

H.  W.  Thompson,  W.  H.  Walker. 
EXHIBITION  OF  RELICS. 

The  new  High  School  building  was 
filled  with  relics  of  the  pioneer  period 

from  all  but  three  towns  in  the  county. 

A  complete  list  follows  : 

WESTFIELD  HIGH  SCHOOL  JJUILDING. 
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ARKW 

jolin  C.  Griswold — Picture  of  John 
C.  Griswold,  frame  made  by  his  grand- 

daughter at  Fredonia  Normal  School. 

Sugar  bowl,  seventy-five  years  old, 
loaned  by  Mrs.  C.  M.  Griswold.  John  C. 

(jriswold's  Captain  coat,  worn  about 
1840,  loaned  by  C.  M.  Griswold. 

C.  C.  Cole — Surveymg  book  used  by 
Simeon  Clinton,  181 3  to  1850,  one  hun- 

dred four  years  old.  Surveying  tools 
used  by  Simeon  Clinton  1813  to  1850. 

H.  Clark — Spanish  coin,  1785,  found 
by  H.  Clark  in  Arkwright.  Arithmetic 
and  Geography  owned  by  Mrs.  Lettie 
Clark's  forefather. 
Henrv  Shattuck — English  coin. 

E.  A.'  Tarbox— State  Bank  bills.  A 
bottle  carried  by  William  Wood,  three 
and  a  half  years  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Cowbell,  came  from  Lowell, 

Massachusetts,  on  a  cow  driven  by  Ru- 
fus  Scott  about  181 6.  Piece  of  cloth 

more  than  one  hundred  years  old.  Cov- 
erlet spun  by  Roxy  Love  in  the  early 

days  of  Chautauqua  County. 
Miss  Kate  Parker — Old  bowls,  age 

not  known.  Chair  taken  from  City  of 
Concord  when  it  was  burned  in  the 

Revolutionary  War. 
D.  A.  Cardot — Butter  ladle  made 

with  a  jackknife  in  1827.  Teapot  sev- 
enty-five years  old.  Silver  watch  made 

in  Liverpool,  England,  used  to  time  the 
first  train  over  the  Erie  Railroad  into 
Dunkirk,  185 1.  Mortar,  loaned  bv  Mrs. 
Frank  Cardot,  one  hundred  or  more 
years  old ;  came  from  Providence. 
Vinegar  cruet  one  hundred  years  old, 
loaned  by  Mrs.  M.  Cardot.  Portrait 
of  Benjamin  F.  Jones,  early  settler  and 
for  many  years  Town  Clerk  and  Jus- 

tice, owned  by  Mrs.  M.  Cardot. 
Mrs.  E.  Cobb — Indian  pin  cushion, 

one  hundred  years  old. 
H.    J.    White— Plates    one  hundred 

years  old  or  more,  loaned  by  Mrs.  H. 

CAR 

T.  J.  Whitney — Copy  of  Grandfather 

Jones'  love  letter  with  a  New  Year's 
gift  in  frame,  1784.  Looking  glass, 

Grandma  Whitney's,  over  one  hundred 
years  old.  Bed  spread,  linen,  spun  and 
woven  one  hundred  fifteen  years  ago 

LIGHT 

J.  White.  Spoon  moulds  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Shoemaker's  rub  stick, made  in  1720.  Razor,  one  hundred 

years  old,  made  by  a  blacksmith.  Pew- 
ter tankard,  one  hundred  years  old. 

Wood  bottle,  more  than  one  hundred 

years  old. 
Mrs.  Ella  Hoisington — Glass  dish 

eighty  years  old. 
E.  B.  Mathewson — Silver  Masonic 

emblem,  made  in  1798. 

G.  \y.  Patterson — Two  plates,  1760. 
Linen  handkerchiefs  made  by  Mrs.  Wil- 
sey,  one  hundred  one  }ears  old. 

Frank  and  Delbert  Penhollow — Old 
account  book  of  the  Penhollow  family. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Ball — Pewter  plate  and 
fork.  Tin  baking  oven,  fifty  years  old. 
owned  by  Will  Ball.  Trammel  irons, 
very  old,  owned  by  Nathan  Ball. 

O.  H.  Houck — Pin  cushion. 

R.  Davis — Tapping  gouge  and  shin- 
gle froe.  Iron  tea  kettle,  eighty  vears 

old. 

Mrs.  Stafford — Linen  splasher  woven 
and  spun  by  Mrs.  Buck  one  hundred 
twenty  years  ago,  and  worked  by  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Stafford,  when  she  was 

eighty  years  old. 
Lewis  Mattoon — Portrait  of  Russell 

W.  Mattoon,  who  made  the  first  cast 
iron  plow  manufactured  in  the  county. 

Edson  I.  Wilcox — Portrait  of  William 
Wilcox,  first  Supervisor  of  Arkwright. 

L.  C.  Baldwin — Portrait  of  Levi 
Baldwin,  second  Supervisor  of  the  town 
of  Arkwright. 

Miss  Ruby  Abbey  —  Portrait  of 
Chauncey  Abbey,  Supervisor  of  the 
town  of  Arkwright  1855  and  after. 
Mrs.  Eaton  Burnham — Stand  that 

was  used  by  the  first  couple  married  in 
the  town  of  Arkwright. 

Mrs.  Ada  Comro — Silk  shawl  and 
veil,  more  than  one  hundred  years  old. 

ROLL 

by  Grandma  Jones.  Bed  cjuilt,  pieced 

and  woven  by  Grandma  Jones  one  hun- 
dred fifteen  years  ago.  Tea  saucer. 

Grandma  Jones's,  at  least  one  hundred 
forty  years  old.  Snuff  jar,  over  one 
hundred  years  old  belonging  to  Grand- 
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ma  Whitney.  Letter  of  Grandfather 
Jones  to  Anna  Pomroy,  his  intended. 
1784.  Ulster  Connty  Gazette,  1800; 
in  mourning  for  death  of  George  Wash- 

ington. Warren  Mirror  (pubHcation) 
1865,  in  mourning  for  the  death  of  Lin- 
cohi.  Kirkham's  Grammar.  Diction- 

ary, 1794.  Psalms  of  David,  1781,  be- 
longing to  Grandfather  Jones.  Chris- 

tian Almanac,  1820,  1821,  1822,  1823 
1824.  Tracts,  American  (old).  Pencil 
sketch  of  Father  Richard  (aged  twenty- 
seven)  and  Mother  Adahne  (aged  twen- 

ty-five) Whitney,  born  in  1795  and 
1800  respectively.  Three  silver  tea- 

spoons belonging  to  Grandma  Jones 
one  hundred  twenty  years  old.  Gold 
beads,  bracelets,  belonged  to  Grandma 
Jones,  one  hundred  twenty  years  old. 

Grandmother's  old  Bible  with  family 
records  back  to  1760.  Whitney  Gene- 

alogy in  three  volumes,  1649  to  1878,  in 
America. 

Mrs.  Mary  Cowan — Quilt,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  late  J.  Milton  Cowan,  given 

to  him  by  his  mother,  Hannah  Pope 
Cowan ;  the  calico  (i.  e.  the  darker  on 

the  outside)  is  supposed  to  be  one  hun- 
dred twenty-five  years  old  at  least,  it 

was  bought  for  a  dress  for  one  Mehita- 
ble  Pope,  of  Otsego  County,  New  York. 
A  sister  of  Mehitable  had  finished  a 

dress  of¥  the  same  piece,  was  "trying 
it  on"  when  the  house  was  suddenly 
invaded  by  hostile  Indians  ;  Mehitable 
wrapped  in  this  very  cahco  made  her 
escape,  but  witnessed  the  massacre  of 
father,  mother,  sister  and  a  baby  be- 

longing to  the  family.  She  afterwards 
made  her  home  with  Jebediah  Pope,  of 
whose  family  Hannah  (Pope)  Cowan 
was  one  of  the  younger  members. 

Mary  E.  Weight  —  Embroidered 
shawl,  ninety  years  old.  two  embroid- 

ered handkerchiefs  seventy-five  years 
old.  Pearl  card  case,  very  old.  Em- 

broidered pillow  case,  ninety  years  of  age. 
Mrs.  Warton  Brant — Bottle  two  hun- 

dred years  old.  Butter  box  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Pair  gloves  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Three  pieces  of  silver 

one  hundred  years  old. 
Mrs.  Mihon  Bennett— Blue  plate 

owned  by  Grandma  Haskins.  Blue 
saucer  owned  by  Grandma  Haskins. 
Shuttles,  wood  and  wheelpin.  Arith- 

metic (Daboll's)  181 7. 

Mts.  Sybil  (Thayer)  Fenton — Pewter 
platter,  over  one  hundred  years  old; 
pewter  porringer,  over  one  hundred 
years  old ;  plate,  green  border,  old. 
Bread  plate,  blue,  old.  Tureen  and 

cover,  eighty  years  old.  (^lass  cup- 
plate,  one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Cup 
and  saucer,  blue,  one  hundred  years 
old.    Pie  plate.  Mulberry,  very  old. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Annis — Sugar  l)Owl,  one 
hundred  fifty  years  old. 

M.  J.  Frew — Fan,  very  old.  Letter, 
181 5.  Skirts,  embroidered,  sixty  and 
seventy-five  years  old  respectively. 
Sugar  bowl,  Mulberry,  seventy-five 
years  old.  Pitcher,  Mulberry,  seventy- 
five  years  old.  Dress,  first  one  Josiah 

Frew  ever  wore.  Chair,  Hugh  Frew's 
"Great  Arm  Chair." 
A.  F.  Stanley — Portrait,  map  and 

votes  framed. 

Fred  Field — Clock,  wooden,  verv  old. 
Two  foot  warmers. 

Mrs.  A.  A.  Bradley — One  pitcher, 
blue  and  white,  one  hundred  nine  years 
old ;  two  tureens,  ninety  years  old ; 

three  working  bags,  one  hundred  fifty- 
five  years  old ;  four  china  cups  and 
saucers,  ninety-seven  years  old. 
Mrs.  Christine  Chamberlin — Pillow 

cases  (pair)  linen,  domestic,  very  old. 

Child's  dress,  green,  seventy  years  old. 
Apron,  linen,  domestic,  one  hundred 
years  old.  Sampler,  linen,  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Primmer,  multiplica- 
tion table,  illustrated,  very  old.  Epau- 
lets, military,  worn  in  the  War  of  the 

Revolution.  Reed-weavers,  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Candlesticks  (pair) 

l)rass,  one  hundred  years  old.  Flax 
spinning  wheel,  complete  with  fiax  and 
skein  of  yarn. 

Mr.  George  Wiltsie — Iron  skillet, 
eighty  years  old. 
Mrs.  Mary  I.  Thompson  —  Plate, 

Mulberry,  very  old.  IMate,  red  and 
white,  very  old.  Tea  cup,  red 

and  white,  very  old.  Marriage  certi- 
ficate of  Abel  Thompson,  date  of  1778; 

Syllabus  of  Sermons  by  Rev.  Hugh 
Blair,  D.  D.  Old  letters,  four  in  num- 

ber, also  one  Christian  Advocate  and 
Journal,  (Publication)  1827. 

Mrs.  Martha  Allen — Tea  pot  and 
cover.  Mulberry,  eighty  years  old. 
Plate,  red  and  white,  very  old.  Plate.. 
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Mulberry,  very  old.  Milk  pitcher,  one 
hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Marcia  M.  Wheeler  and  Mrs. 

E.  W.  Parker — Glass  candlesticks,  fifty 
years  old.  Sugar  bowl  and  cover,  sixty 
years  old.  Pitcher,  brown  and  gold 
seventy-five  years  old.  Tobacco  box, 
silver.  Ring  and  Seal,  one  hundred 
years  old.  London  letters  (two),  1819. 
Velvet  vest,  seventy-five  years  old. 
Blue  plate,  seventy-five  years  old.  Blue 
nappy,  seventy-five  years  old.  Egg  cup. 
one  hundred  twenty-five  years  old.  Silk 
gown,  shawl  and  bag,  seventy-five  years 
old.  Books  (two)  1 801,  1825.  James- 

town Journal  1843. 
Mrs.  Charles  Oberg — Silver  comb, 

one  hundred  years  old.  Silver  wine 
cup,  one  hundred  fifteen  years  old. 

Mrs.  Jerusha  Robinson — Platter, 
blue  and  white,  fifty-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  Mary  and  Jonathan  Hiller — 
Vest  buttons,  date  1825  (silver);  Silk, 
raw,  domestic.  Salt  cellar,  glass,  1787. 
Spelling  book,  very  old.  Speculative 
Free  Masonry,  1828.  History  life  of 

Charles  XII, Sweden,  by  Voltaire.  Prac- 
tical Geography,  181 1.  Circular  letter 

from  Republican  General  Committee, 
State  of  New  York,  1809.  Continental 
Bank  Note,  five  dollars,  1778.  Letter 

written  by  Richard  Hiller,  1818.  Vicks- 
burg  Daily  Citizen  (Publication)  1863, 
during  war. 

J.  D.  Bain — Trammel  chain,  one 
hundred  years  old.  Water  bottle.  Wood 
Plate.  Pewter  Pan,  over  one  hundred 

years  old.  Pewter  cup,  over  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Knives  (two),  curved. 

Salt  Dish,  wood.  Pepper  box,  earthen. 
Mortar  and  Pestle,  over  one  hundred 
years  old.  Tea  cup  and  saucer,  very 
old.  Spelling  book,  1778.  Arithmetic 
(Adams),  1808.  Mug,  yellow,  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Teapot,  red  and  white. 
Creamer,  red  and  white.  Ijrass  Candle- 

stick, low.  Snuffers,  one  pair  brass  and 
one  pair  iron.  Home  spun  linen  sheet, 
over  one  hundred  years  old.  Linen 
scarf  two  hundred  three  years  old 
Chair  over  one  hundred  years  old ; 
chair  over  seventy-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  '(Wilson)  Frew— Neck yoke  for  a  horse.  Lantern,  very  old. 
Basket,  eighty-five  years  old.  Shawl, 
eighty  years  old.  Counterpane,  very 
old.     Chest,  over  one  hundred  years 

old.  Iron  cap,  ninety  years  old. 

Wallet,  eighty-five  years  old.  Watch, 
ninety  years  old.  Mirror,  eighty  years 
old.  Platter,  pewter,  one  hundred  fifty 
years  old.  Collection  of  old  coin  (four- 

teen pieces).  Commission  as  Lieuten- 
ant from  Governor  DeWitt  Clinton. 

1825.  Tablespoon  and  teaspoon,  seven- 
ty-five years  old.  Iron  candlestick, 

fifty  years  old.  Pair  brass  candlesticks 

seventy-five  years  old.  Child's  dress, 
seventy  years  old.  Child's  apron,  sev- 

enty years  old.  Collection  of  old 
books.  Piece  of  linen  eighty-five  years 
old.  Money  bag,  silk,  very  old.  Knit- 

ting shield,  very  old.  One  dollar  bill, 
1852.  Small  snuff  box,  very  old.  Bed 
quilt.    Wool  blanket. 
Mrs.  Wm.  Myers  —  Portrait  of 

Grandpa  and  Grandma  Myers,  who  set- 
tled in  Carroll  in  181 6.  Mirror  over 

one  hundred  years  old.  A  blue  plate, 

very  old.  A  black  veil,  very  old.  A  sil- 
ver snuff  box,  the  property  of  John  My- 

ers. A  waffle  iron,  over  one  hundred 
years  old,  the  property  of  John  Myers. 
Three  portraits,  LTncle  John,  Grandma, 
and  James  Myers.  A  black  lace  veil. 
A  reel,  very  old.  Spider,  very  old.  A 
standing  gridiron.    Long  shovel. 
James  H.  Machie — A  collection  of 

coins. 

Mrs.  Lucie  Prettie— A  Mulberry 
plate,  one  hundred  years  old.  A  paper 
weight. 

Mrs.  H.  K.  Thornton — Cow  bell, 
over  one  hundred  years  old.  Pewter 
platter,  one  hundred  years  old.  Spoons, 
small,  silver.  Wooden  cooking  bowl, 
one  hundred  years  old.  Tablecloth. 
Woolen  blanket.    Snuffers  and  tray. 

Mrs.  N.  B.  Cass — Solid  silver  spoon, 
seventy-five  years  old. 
A.  Hemmingway  —  Bellows,  hand, 

very  old. 
Mrs.  M.  T.  Howard — Teapot.  Three 

sugar  bowls.  Sugar  bowl,  blue  and 
white.  A  blue  and  white  tureen.  Two 
small  white  and  medium  dark  snuff 
boxes  with  sets.  Tin  candle  moulds. 
Pictures,  silhouettes,  Bible,  1771. 

Mrs.  Frank  Chase — Geography,  1803. 
Mrs.  Geo.  Littlefield— Butter  bowl, 

one  hundred  years  old.  Rule,  one  hun- 
dred fifty  years  old.  Spider,  very 

old.    A  blue  and  white  teapot. 
Mrs.  Budlong — Stone  churn. 
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Josiah  Howard — Portrait,  eighty- 
seven  years  old. 

Mrs.  Miles  Frew — Portrait  of  Ex- 
Governor  R.  E.  Eenton. 

Mrs.  Caroline  Scndder — Linen  doil- 
ies, very  old. 

Mrs.  Herbert  Bennett — Coat  of  Uncle 

John  Adams.  Linen  shirt  of  John  Ad- 
ams. 

Mrs.  John  Annis — Snuffers  and  tray. 
Coverlet,  blue  and  white  fringe.  Linen 

sampler.  Work  bag,  stockings,  neck- 
ties, doilies. 

Mary  Townsend — Corset.  Black  bon- 
net. Silver  teaspoon,  over  one  hundred 

years  old.  Saucer,  over  one  hundred 
years  old.  Doll  and  ])icture.  Sheet, 

linen,  eighty-six  years  old. 
Addison  Cowan — Flint  lock  gun. 
Joel  Harrington — Iron  kettle. 
R.  Sternburg — Box  of  old  trinkets. 

Pitcher  and  silver  tongs.  Pair  of  boots. 

Gibson's  Surveying  Book,  Village  of 
Harmony."  Pike's  Aiithmetic.  Por- trait of  Rufus  Green  and  wife. 

Jarvis  Bellamy — Table  spread.  Mex- 
ican bead  work.  Almanac,  year  1776 

containing  three  old  bills. 
J.  P.  Danielson — Wooden  box  from 

Sweden  over  one  hundred  years  old. 
Brass  mortar  and  pestle,  two  hundred 
years  old. 

Miss  Lydia  E.  Myers — Cotton  dress. 
Black  silk  apron.  Linen  handkerchief. 
Black  veil.  Silk  neck  ribbon.  Snuff 
box.  Towels.  Linen  tablecloth.  Wool 

blankets.  String  of  dried  apples.  Red 
coverlet.    Gun,  very  old. 

Mrs.  Milton  Cowan — Very  old  quilt, 
with  history. 

Mrs.  H.  Colberg — China  clock. 
Mrs.  Mary  Duff — Iron  wrench,  very 

old.  Glass  salt  cellar,  very  old.  Stone 
cream  crock.  Andirons. 

Stephen  Thomas  —  Flax  hetchels. 
Pair  flax  cards. 

I.  W.  Thayer — Spectacles,  made  in 
1793.    Sword  and  cartridge  box,  used 

CHAR 

Mrs.  Alfred  Austin  —  An  Infant 
School  Manual,  by  Mrs.  Howland. 
1844. 

George  Bargar  —  Bedquilt,  1850. 
Heavy  dark,  home-made  blanket,  1805. 
Coverlet,  181 5.  Linen  pillow-case,  1790. 
V eterinary  implements  of  Doctor  Gall 

in  War  of  1812.  Powder  horn,  very 
old. 

A.  Hiller — Glass  decanter,  used  by 
Richard  Hiller.    Mirror,  over  seventy- 
five   years   old.     Gridiron,  very  old. 
Toaster,  very  old.    Wood  swingle. 

Frank  Thayer — Portraits  of  Grandpa 
and  Grandma  Thayer,  born  in  1798- 
t8io.  Snuff  box.  Certificate  of  ap- 

pointment as  Lieutenant  from  Govern- 
or Throop  to  H.  Thayer,  1831.  Saddle 

bags.  Blue  and  white  platter.  A  large 
blue  plate.    A  small  blue  plate. 

Mrs.  Delos  Austin — Red  bed-spread, 
eighty  years  old.  A  linen  towel,  very 
old.  A  red  and  white  and  green  plate, 
two  hundred  years  old.  Red  and  white 
sugar  bowl,  over  one  hundred  years 
old.  Portrait,  in  frame,  one  hundred 

years  old.  Gold  breast-pin,  over  one 
hundred  years  old.  Gold  spectacles 
over  one  hundred  years  old.  Bread 
tray,  blue,  over  one  hundred  years  old. 
Plate,  white  "S"  figure,  eighty  years old. 

M.  J.  Frew — Two  blue  coverlets. 
1 826-1834.  Linen  tablecloth,  over  one 
hundred  years  old.  Linen  sheets,  1842. 
Linen  straw  tick,  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Two  handkerchiefs, 
one  linen  one  silk,  over  one  hundred 
years  old.  A  very  old  white  cap.  A 
red  wool  shawl,  over  one  hundred  years 
old.  A  white  wool  shawl,  over  one 

hundred  years  old.  Over-sleeves,  sev- 
enty years  old.  Snuff  box  belonging  to 

Grandmother  Frew,  one  hundred  twen- 
ty-five years  old.  Tongs  belonging  to 

Grandmother  L^rew.  Silver  spoons 
(seven)  very  old.  Pie  spoon,  seventy- 
five  years  old.  Black  silk  shawl,  ninety 
vears  old.  Jewelry,  one  hundred  years 
old.  Rare  coins,  forty-eight  pieces. 
Knife,  case,  bone  handle,  ninety  years 
old.  Small  china  plate.  Head  lace  over 
one  hundred  years  old.  Steel  bag,  over 

one  hundred  years  old.  Two  lace  col- 
lars, one  white  and  one  black. 

OTTE 

who  combined  his  practice  with  pulpit 
eloquence,  1830. 

Owens  Cleland — Sugar  bowl,  silver 
plate  on  copper,  once  owned  by  Mayor 
Otis  of  Boston,  Massachusetts.  Hand- 

kerchief brought  to  county  in  1810,  by 
the  Bacheller  family.    Old  water  color 
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pictures  (artist  unknown).  Lincoln  me- 
morial paper  issued  by  Buffalo  Ex- 

press, April  17,  1865. 

John  Dingley — "Grandma's"  big  lire shovel  and  brass  topped  small  shovel 

and  tongs.    Shoemaker's  slick,  1820. 
Mrs.  Abbie  (Scott)  Doley— Home- 

made linen  towel,  1795.  Ribbon,  1840 

Horn  spoon,  1775,  brought  from  Scot- 
land by  the  mother  of  Rev.  John  Scott. 

Baby  caps,  1833. 
Miss  Mary  Pearson — Bible  having 

fine  copper  plate  engravings,  1786. 
Samuel  Erwin — Mortar  and  pestle, 

1700.  Blue  ware  pitcher  and  sugar 
bowl,  one  hundred  fifty  years  old,  de- 

scended from  Thankful  (Eastman)  Cle- 
land,  the  greatgrandmother  of  Mrs. 
Erwin. 

WilHam  Hodge — PhiUipine  curios, 
thirty  different  articles. 

Mrs.  B.  B.  Lord — Coverlet,  1796. 
Di  :scharge  of  Paymaster  Bela  B.  Lord. 
Invitation  to  New  Year's  ball  in  1828. 
Mrs.  Joy  Love  —  Sampler,  1809. 

Photos  from  daguerreotypes  of  John 
Love  and  wife,  pioneers. 

Allen  Montague — Gun,  carried  by  his 
father  who  walked  from  Batavia  to  be 

present  as  a  guard  at  the  hanging  of 
the  Thayers  and  carried  also  in  the  War 

of  1812,  by  his  (Allen  Montague's) 
grandfather. 
Wm.  H.  H.  Penhollow — Cane  once 

owned  by  Nathan  Penhollow,  one  of 
the  party  who  threw  the  tea  overboard 
in  Boston  Harbor.  His  sons  Reuben 

and  Nathan  were  early  settlers  in  Chau- 

tauqua County.  WilHam  is  Reuben's son. 

Mrs.  L.  D.  Copp — Daguerreotypes 
of  herself  and  husband,  1852.  Card 
case. 

Joseph  Cry — Farm  fork  brought  to 
the  county  by  Erastus  Cry  in  1831. 

William  Hall — Tram  used  in  his 

grandfather's  fireplace. 
Byron  Cleland — Group  of  photos  of 

four  Cleland  brothers,  pioneers  of 
Charlotte.  Bible  printed  in  1775. 
brought  to  Chautauqua  County  in  1809. 

Dr.  Charles  Cleland — "Culpepper's 
Medical  Works." 

Mrs.  Ellen  Dickie — Pink  and  green 
teapot,  belonging  to  her  mother,  Mrs. 

George  Fox's  "setting  out,"  1837. 
Mrs.    Frank    Denison,    Sr — Grand- 

mother Morgan's  Bible,  made  to  order 
in  1795,  weight  eighteen  pounds. 

J.  D.  Emly — Pitcher  once  owned  by 
greatgrandmother  of  Mrs.  Emly,  the 
grandniece  of  Benjamin  Franklin;  also 
spoons  owned  by  the  same  person^ 

1800  or  earlier.  Major  Sinclear's  Royal 
Arch  Apron.  Major  Sinclear's  monitor, 
1805.  Telegraph  and  Texas  Register 
1835.  Telegraph  instrument,  1849, 
{])erhaps  first  in  Chautauqua  County.) 
Chopping  bowl  made  from  a  maple 
knot  in  an  early  day.  Two  old  powder- 
horns,  carried  by  David  Sinclear  and 
John  M.  Edson.  Bellows.  Jug  made 

by  Caleb  Matthews.  Bonnet  "Buggy 
top,"  early  style.  Hat  made  by  Morgan 
and  Allen,  Connecticut.  Oil  portraits 
of  Caleb  Allen  (Mayor  of  New  London) 

and  wife,  painted  by  George  Allen  (hus- 
1)and  of  Anna  Bishop).  Blue  soup 
tureen  and  ladle.  Wooden  spoon,  very 
old.  Chip  from  witness  tree,  Holland 
Land  Company  survey.  Piece  of  shell 
from  battlefield  of  Fort  Erie.  Bit  of 

marble  from  palace  of  the  Caesar's, 
Rome.  Stone  from  pavement,  Ver- 

sailles, beneath  the  balcony  where 
stood  Marie  Antoinette  holding  up  the 
Dauphin  to  greet  the  furious  mob  in 
the  courtyard  below.  Siwash  spoon 
from  Alaska.  Petrified  elkhorn  Assini- 

boine  country.  T^etrified  wood.  Indian 
scalping  knife.  Photograph  of  bones 
of  Erie  or  Cat  Indians.  Indian  jar  or 
bowl  in  fragments.  Ideal  picture  by 
Rev.  J.  E.  Tinker.  A  Mafia  cane  from 
Brazil. 

Mrs.  James  Harmon  —  "Scientific 
Class  Book,"  1826. 

Miss  Mary  Kelly — Silhouettes  of  her 
Grandfather  and  Grandmother  Bemis, 
pioneers.  Silk  handkerchief  of  Mrs. 
Bemis. 

Mrs.  Willard  Kelly — Two  plates,  pe- 

culiarly gilded,  setting  out  of  Mr.  Kel- 
ly's grandmother,  1772.  Black  lace 

shawl,  once  owned  by  Mrs.  Kelly's 
grandmother,  Mrs.  Henry  Shaw,  moth- 

er of  Josh  Billings.  Spoons,  1834. 
Silver  cup,  wheat  premium  to  Appleton 
Whitney,  1814.  Wooden  sugar  bowl 
acorn  shape,  1752.  Copy  of  Boston Gazette,  1770. 

Mrs.  Horace  Kimbel  —  "Fredonia 
Censor,"  1820.  "Complete  Duty  of 
Man,"  1804.  Hymn  book,  1809.  Shoul- 
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der  shawl  and  day  cap,  1800  or  earlier. 
Muslin  cape,  181 2.  Outside  pocket, 
shears  and  spectacles,  1800  or  earlier. 
Tortoise  shell  snuff  box.  Netted  em- 

broidered hose,  1800.  Calico  blocks. 
1775.  Blue  dishes,  no  white  on  them, 
1829.  Variety  of  dishes,  all  old  and 
fine. 

Mrs.  George  Landers — Copy  of  Ul- 
ster County  Gazette,  1800,  with  notice 

of  Washington's  death.  Fredonia  Cen- 
sor, 1846. 

Mrs.  Myron  Montague — Footstove, 
1790.  High  brass  candle  sticks,  1775. 
Hetchel,  1822.  Theological  work,  1796. 

"Baxter's  Call  to  the  Unconverted," 
1657.  ''Addison's  Plays."  Temperance 
Almanac,  1834.  Utica  Almanac,  1821 
Theological  Magazine,  1795.  Mirror 
1800,  or  a  Httle  later.  Turnkeys  picked 

up  on  battlefield  in  Hadley,  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  French  and  English  war. 

Mrs.  Burdette  Putnam — The  picture 
of  London  in  1809.  Psalter,  1768. 

''Catechism  of  English  Grammar," 
1825.  "The  Old  English  Reader." 
"Essay  on  Language,"  1825.  "Ran- 

dolph Oakwood,"  a  novel,  1837.  Hub- 
bard's Geo/graphy,  1807.  "Popular Lessons  from  Mrs.  Barbauld  and  Miss 

Edgeworth,"  1827.  "Divine  Emblems," 

by  John  Bunyan,  1802.  "Webster's 
Elementary  Spelling  Book,"  1834. 
"Daboll's  Arithmetic,"  1837.  "Book  of 
Common  Prayer,"  1789.  "Bible,"  1806 
"History  of  Our  Lord  and  Savior  Jesus 

Christ,"  "John  Malham,"  1813,  'large illustrated  periodicals. 
Mrs.  Walter  Pettis — Wax  head  fac- 

simile of  Willard  Fisher's  at  less  than 
two  years  of  age,  when  he  weighed  one 

hundred  pounds.  "Watt's  Psalms  of 
David,"  1813.  "Dutch  Bible,"  1774, 
belonged  to  Mrs.  Pettis's  great  grand- 

mother. Hand  reels,  1790.  Shears 
made  in  blacksmith  shop,  16 — .  Earthen 
pepper  box,  cork  bottom,  1790.  Sauce 
plate  dated  1803.  A  brown  and  white 
saucer  having  sheep  and  a  shepherdess 
pictured  on  it,  also  a  large  cup  having 
red,  blue  and  green  flowers,  1804. 
Soup  tureen.    Washington  vase. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Reed — Two  painted 
miniatures. 

Mrs.  Estella  C.  Rice— Copy  of  the 
Boston  News  Letter,  first  paper  printed 
in  America,  1704. 

Darwin  Rice — Account  book  of  Mel- 
zer  and  William  Sylvester,  dated  1838. 

Brittania  teapot.  "The  Dog,"  by  Wil- 
liam Yonatt.  Greeley's  Autograph  on 

fiy  leaf  dated  1847  (presented  to  Mr, 
Rice's  father,  Jarvis  Rice.) 

Richard  Reed — Collection  of  Indian 
bones  discovered  about  one  mile  south 

of  Sinclairville.  Gun,  "Old  Black  Bet" 
brought  from  England  by  "Uncle  Sam 
Hurley"  in  1824.  Hurley  was  met  by 
Maj.  Samuel  Sinclear  in  Fredonia,  who 
took  him  to  Sinclairville  to  make  his 
garden  and  there  Hurley  remained  till 
his  death  of  old  age.  Blubber  spud 
brought  to  the  county  by  James  Brown 

once  a  whaler.  Early  settler's  tongs. 
Branding  iron  of  Jonathan  Hedges, 
first  tanner  in  Sinclairville.  Chimney 
pot  hook,  1824.  Horn  lantern  and 

toys.    "Cries  of  London,"  1820. 
Mrs.  George  F.  Smith — New  York 

Mirror,  July  4,  8,  it,  1835.  Bridal 
Gift  (book)  1830,  gift  to  Mrs.  Daniel 
Dorsett,  Sinclairville,  from  the  clergy- 

man officiating  at  her  marriage.  Bits 
of  calico,  1800  or  earlier.  Letters  of 

Mrs.  Smith's  Great  Grandfather,  Al- 
pheus  Colburn,  1803. 

Mrs.  F.  H.  Sylvester — Mexican  ban- 
derilla,  program  of  bull  fight  and  badge 
of  officer.  Canes  belonging  to  Judge 
Marvin,  Robert  W.  Seaver,  his  son, 
Randolph  W.  Seaver  and  his  son,  the 
present  Robert  C.  Seaver. 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Shaw — Silver  cup  eighty- 
years  old  or  more.  Sugar  bowl  one 
hundred  years  old.  Silver  spoons,  salt 
spoon  and  shovel  over  one  hundred 
years  old.  Small  shawl,  one  hundred 
seventeen  years  old.  Deep  blue  tureen 
and  1)utter  dish  fifty-four  years  old. 

Airs.  R.  E.  Sheldon — Samplers  181 7 
and  1 814.  Britannia  teapot,  1827. 
Towel  spun  and  woven  by  hand  in  1782. 
Painting  on  velvet  and  water  color  pic- 

tures, 1828.  Translation  of  Virgil  1785. 
Saddle  bags. 

R.  C.  Seaver — "Alarm  to  Unconvert- 
ed Sinners,"  dated  1802.  Wagon  ham- 

mer, 1810.  "Discourses  on  the  Sab- 
bath," by  Seth  Williston.  Almanacs, 

"Anti-Masonic,"  dated  1832.  "Chris- 
tian, "  1833.  "Methodist,"  1839. 

"Brother  Jonathan,''  July  4,  1848.  Pic- 
tures of  Benton,  Clay,  Calhoun  and 

Webster.     Records  of  Quarterly  con- 
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ferences,  baptisms,  marriages  and 
deaths  of  M.  E.  Church  at  Charlotte 
Center  from  1819,  kept  by  Randolph 

W.  Seaver,  Recording  Steward.  Pow- 
der flask  carried  through  Revolution- 

ary war  by  Robert  W.  Seaver.  "Me- 
moirs of  Mrs.  EHzabeth  Mortimer," 

dated  1836.  "Autobiography  of  Frank- 
lin," 1825.  Black  lace  veil,  1830.  Rev. 

N.  Stacy's  daguerreotype  and  autobi- 
ography. Sickles,  1810.  Mulberry  and 

Washington  Vase  Dishes. 

CH  AUT 

Mrs.  O.  T .  Wyman — Candle  stick 
once  the  property  of  Newell  Putnam  and 
purchased  in  Fredonia  fifty  years  ago. 
Piece  of  fabric  more  than  seventy  years 
of  age,  made  by  Lucy  Winchell,  who 
afterwards  became  the  wife  of  Newell 
Putnam,  one  of  the  earlv  settlers. 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  H.  N.  Rockwell— Beh 
and  plume,  formerly  owned  and  worn 
by  a  Sandwich  Island  chieftain  ;  brought 
to  the  United  States  in  1840,  by  Thos. 
P.  Davis  of  New  London. 

George  W.  Stiles — Book  of  Mor- 
mon, 1830.  Bit  taken  from  a  horse 

by  a  LTnited  States  Army  cavalryman 
who  came  over  to  the  Union  Army.  A 
piece  of  floor  taken  from  Libby  prison. 
A  piece  of  joist  from  Libby  prison. 
Gavel  made  of  Redbud  taken  from  Sev- 

en Pine  cemetery.  Twig  taken  from 

l)ush  by  the  side  of  Henr}'-  Clay's  monu- 
ment. Piece  of  plating  of  the  Merri- 

mac.  Shell  taken  from  mine  at  Peters- 
burg in  1864.  Hard  tack,  came  from 

Company  twenty-third,  New  York  In- 
fantry. Corn  husker  about  one  hun- 

dred fifty  years  old.  Piece  of  stone 
taken  from  wall  Marie  Heights,  Fred- 

ericksburg. Piece  of  a  brick  taken  from 
the  first  church  built  in  Hampton,  Vir- 

ginia. Twig  of  cedar  taken  from  bush 
at  Devils  Den,  Gettysburg.  Button 
taken  from  a  Union  soldier  and  plowed 
up  by  a  farmer  after  being  buried  thirty 
years.  Bullet  cut  out  of  a  tree  at  Marie 
Heights,  Fredericksburg. 

Mrs.  H.  G.  Rockwell— Blue  ware 
plate  with  picture  of  landing  of  LaFay- 
ette  ;  was  bought  by  Theo.  Emerson,  in 
Cayuga  County,  about  1820.  The  plate 
is  designed  to  show  the  landing  of  Gen- 

eral LaFayette,  August  16,1812,  at 
Castle    Garden,    New    YorK:,  showing 

Mrs.  Charles  Tugwell — Images  of 
Peter  and  Elizabeth,  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  old.  Copper 

coffee  pot,  more  than  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  old.  Pink  salt  cellar,  very 
old.  Willow  platter,  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years  old.  Mulberry 
ware,  Washington  Vase,  several  pieces. 

Diploma  of  George  L.  Harrison,  Sin- 
clairville,  from  the  Medical  Society  of 

the  County  of  Chautauqua,  dated  1836. 

AUQ^U  A 

steam  and  sail  ships  of  that  time,  the 
battlements  of  Castle  Garden  and  the 
tower  from  which  waves  an  American 

flag  with  fourteen  stars  in  its  corner. 
Mrs.  Mark  Arnold — A  warming  pan, 

brought  over  in  the  Mayflower  in  1620. 
Blue  china  vase  came  over  in  the  May- 

flower in  1620.  Two  silver  spoons  came 
over  in  the  Mayflower  in  1620.  Quilt 
one  himdred  fifty  years  old.  One  quilt, 
came  from  the  West  India  Islands,  over 

eighty  years  ago.  Silk  shawl,  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Wedding  veil,  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Candlesticks,  seventy- 

ty-five  years  old.  Castor,  over  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Large  tureen,  one  hun- 
dred years  old,  came  from  England. 

Teapot  one  hundred  fifty  years  old 
from  England.  Crearn  pitcher  over 
one  hundred  years  old.  Four  cups  and 
saucers,  eighty  years  old.  Coverlet, 
over  ninetv  vears  old. 

Mrs.  E.'  A.  Ilsley— Family  Bible  of four  generations  of  the  Ilsleys.  Jewel 
case  and  knitting  needles  bought  at  a 
fair  in  Brussels,  Holland.  Hand  paint- 

ing of  rabbits  taken  from  a  French 
monastery  at  the  time  of  the  Napoleonic 
War.  Slippers  from  Holland.  Plate 
brought  from  England  as  a  relic  from 
the  Greatgrandfather  Ilsley.  Silk  quilt, 
the  pieces  of  which  were  obtained  from 
the  dressmaking  department  of  court 
ladies  in  London,  England. 

Mrs.  Julia  Brownell — Two  sugar 
bowls  over  eighty  years  old.  Two  tea- 

spoons made  from  coin  silver  furnished 
by  Anson  and  Abigal  Leet  in  1799. 
Mexican  bridle  bought  in  California  by 
Simeon  Brownell.  Silver  crow  1763. 
Sap  yoke  made  by  David  Brownell, 
over  seventy  years  ago.  Hand  made 
rope  of  flax,  sixty  years  old,  by  David 
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Brownell.  Life  of  Christ,  eighty  years 
old.  Masonic  handkerchief,  fifty  years 
old,  purchased  in  Troy,  New  York,  by 
Simeon  Brownell.  Coverlet  with  drawn 

fringe  spun  and  woven  about  seventy 
years  ago  by  Marie  Leet. 

Albert  Lee — Very  old  coverlet  made 
at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  color  green, 
white  and  red. 

Mrs.  Adeline  Crandall — Blue  platter, 
fifty-four  years  old.  Pewter  plate  two 
hundred  thirty-five  years  old,  which  was 
the  property  of  Captain  Donohy. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Richardson — Large  cup 

Mrs.  Clark  Frank — Horn,  four  tine 
fork  came  from  England  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago. 

Mrs.  Janette  Griffith  — Picture  of 
Grandfather  Minot  Hoyt,  one  hundred 
and  twelve  years  old.  Picture  of  Grand- 

mother Sally  Hoyt,  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  years  old. 

Peacock  Lodge,  No.  696,  F.  .&  A. 
M. — Oil  Painting  of  Judge  William 
Peacock.  Copy  of  Masonic  monitor, 
over  one  hundred  years  old.  Silver 
jewels  of  Summit  lodge  No.  312,  char- 

ter granted  Oct.  5,  i8t8,  Gov.  Dewitt 
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and  saucer  brought  from  Malmsburg, 
England,  one  hundred  twentv  vears  ago. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Smith— My  mother,  Mrs. 

Elizabeth  Payne's  wedding  handker- 
chief. It  is  hand  made  and  was  brought 

from  Wolverhampton,  England,  sixty- 
five  years  ago. 

C.  H.  Young — Sugar  tongs  from  six 
generations,  over  two  hundred  years 
old.  Twenty-five  cent  coins,  dated 1806. 

G.  H.  Cheney — Pancake  gridiron  in 
use  one  hundred  years  ago.  Bread 
toaster,  one  hundred  years  old. 

Clinton,  Grand  Master,  first  officers  in- 
stalled at  home  of  Bro.  Ashall  Lvon  in 

Mayville,  Oct.  29,  1818. 
M.  A.  Porter — Masonic  regalia  worn 

1)}'  Dexter  Barnes  in  1827,  while  mem- 
ber of  Western  Sun  Chapter,  R.  A. 

M.  of  Jamestown.  Powder  horn  car- 
ried in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Dr.  P.  H.  Kiesewetter— Old  dental 
instruments  and  lancet. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Keisewetter — Collection 
of  old  coins,  one  silver  piece  of  1776. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Stowell — Bible  over  one 
hundred  twenty  years  old.  Silver  tea- 
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spoons,  one  hundred  twenty-five  years 
old.  Old  cane  over  one  hundred  years 
old. 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Godard — l^air  of  sugar 
tongs  bought  in  1770. 

Harrison  Parker — Dress  made  from 

home-spun  and  woven  woolen  cloth, 
made  over  seventy-five  years  ago.  Pic- 

ture portraits  pamted  on  cucumber 
wood.  Engraved  copy  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  1776.  Old  history, Lives 
of  the  Presidents,  published  in  1835. 

Coin  medal  worn  during  the  President- 
ial campaign  of  William  Henry  Harri- 

son in  1840.  Handkerchief  carried  in 
1840,  made  from  nankeen  cloth  with 
desigais  printed  upon  it  relative  to  that 
political  campaign.  Britannia  teapot. 
One  pair  fire  bellows,  one  hundred  years 
old.  Table  castor  one  hundred  years 
old.  Two  horn  handle  table  knives, 

seventy-five  years  old. 
Mrs.  M.  A.  Keyes — Copy  of  English 

reader,  used  by  her  father,  Martin  Bur- 
nett, in  1836.  Cologne  bottle,  eighty 

years  old. 
Mrs.  Aristene  Hall  Belknap — Case  of 

surgical  instruments  used  by  her  father, 
Dr.  James  Hall,  during  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion. 

Mrs.  NeUie  T.  Porter — Daguerreo- 
type of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lyman  Brown, 

who  settled  at  Elm  Flats  in  1832.  Tea- 
spoons made  from  silver  money  for 

greatgrandmother,  one  hundred  years 
old.  Two  work  baskets  made  by  the 
Oneida  Indians,  one  hundred  years  old. 

Copy  of  "Ulster  County  Gazette''  pub- 
lished Jan.  4,  1800,  containing  death 

notice  of  General  George  Washington. 
Mrs.  AUie  Howard  Freeman — His- 

tory, published  in  1835.  Copy  of  "World 
Displayed  in  its  History  and  Geogra- 

phy" 1832.  English  singing  book,  1832. 
Reader,  used  by  Mrs.  Henriette  Young- 
Howard  between  1836  and  1840. 
American  selection  of  lessons  of  1810. 
used  by  Mother  Freeman.  Old  Bible. 

Copy  "Book  of  Letters"  published  1748 
Collection  of  old  money,  twenty-five 
and  three  cent  script.  Silver  piece  1782, 
pennies  1816,  1817,  1818,  1810,  1820. 

Coverlet  used  by  A.  E.  Freeman's 
grandmother,  over  one  hundred  years 
old.  Two  linen  tablecloths  and  towel, 
spun  and  woven  by  Mrs.  Peter  Free- 

man.    One    iron    candlestick,  snuffer 

and  tray.  Small  bottle,  made  in  1734. 
Two  looking  glasses,  one  of  them  first 
used  in  1829.  Iron  bake  kettle.  Old 
blue  plate,  over  one  hundred  years  old. 
Old  cup  plate  over  one  hundred  years 
old.  Blue  plate,  creamer  and  sugar 
bowl,  and  pepper  and  salter,  over  one 
hundred  years  old,  used  by  A.  E.  Free- 

man's grandmother.  Pink  plate  used 
by  Mrs.  Freeman's  grandmother,  over 
eighty  years  ago.  Basket  used  by  Mrs. 

Freeman's  grandmother,  over  eighty 
years  ago.  Sofa  pillow  made  from  Hnen 
spun  and  woven  in  181 6.  Old  fashioned 
neck  kerchief  worn  by  Mrs.  Samuel 
Howard  in  1841.  Shawl  worn  by  A.  E. 

Freeman's  greatgrandmother.  Sampler 
made  in  1825.  Earrings  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Pair  of  cameo  ear- 
rings, old  breast  pin.  Hand  embroid- 

ered collar.  Piece  of  checked  linen,  spun 
and  woven  by  greatgrandmother  over 
one  hundred  years  ago.  Old  fashioned 
long  black  lace  face  veil.  Glass  pend- 

ant, from  chandelier  out  of  the  Presby- 
terian church  in  Westfield,  that  burned 

thirty-one  years  ago.  Oil  painting  of 
Charles  P.  Young,  born  in  1790,  served 
in  War  of  1812,  lived  in  Hartfield  at 
the  time  of  raid  upon  the  land  office 
and  helped  to  quiet  the  mob,  was  one 
of  the  judges  upon  the  stand  when 
Damon  was  hung,  organized  the  first 
M.  E.  Sunday  school  in  Chautauqua 
County  and  bought  and  presented  first 
Sunday  school  books  to  the  same 
school,  helped  build  the  first  academy  in 
Mayville.  Old  wood  chair,  braided  split 
cornstalk  seat,  made  and  used  by 

Charles  P.  Young,  in  1819.  Tobacco- 
box  used  by  greatgrandfather  Young, 
one  hundred  twenty-five  years  old. 

Geo.  W.  Stebbins — Beaded  hand  bag 
made  by  Indians.  Three  old  coin  med- 

als of  I 841. 

Mrs.  W.  T.  A.  Howell— Map  made 
in  181 2  of  New  York  State. 

A.  M.  Perkins — Four  dollar  Conti- 
nental script  of  1776. 

Mrs.  Rose  Taylor — C)ld  paper  script 

of  1776.  Old  paper  money  "two-thirds 
of  one  dollar,"  dated  February  14,  1776. 

D.  M.  Harrington — Piece  of  the  bell, 
from  the  Westfield  Woolen  Mills  taken 
from  the  ruins  after  it  was  destroyed 

by  fire.  Six  pound  cannon  ball  exca- 
vated by  Daniel  Harrington  at  Fort 
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Erie,  Canada,  in  1852  or  1853,  supposed 
to  have  been  fired  from  Buffalo  when 

the  city  was  burned  in  1822.  One  Fili- 
pino handkerchief. 

Mrs.  Mannie  Crosgrove — Shuttle  and 
temples  used  in  weaving  linen  or  wool 
cloth.  Hetchel  made  by  her  father 
Perry  Parkhurst  in  1842.  Two  rolls 

tow.  A  piece  of  Abigail  (Joslin)  Hale's 
wedding  apron,  spun  and  woven  by  her 
over  one  hundred  twenty-five  years 

ago.  Copy  of  "Brother  Jonathan," 
published  at  New  York  January  i,  1845. 

Alice  N.  Arnold — Small  blue  and 
white  pitcher,  one  hundred  years  old. 

T.  B.  Carr — A  collection  of  hymns 
by  John  Wesley,  published  1809.  A 
book  of  common  prayer,  published  at 
York,  England,  October,  1806.  Book 

"The  Whole  Duty  of  Man,"  published 
1763.  Family  Bible,  one  hundred  thir- 

ty-seven years  old.  Silk  dress  of  his 
mother's  one  hundred  years  old.  Por- 

trait of  his  father,  who  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Chautauqua  township. 
Bedquilt  made  by  his  mother  when  a 
girl  in  1810.  Baby  cradle  quilt  one 
hundred  years  old.  Andirons,  used  in 
the  stage  office  at  Westfield  in  the  early 
days. 

Edmund  Bearing — Pipe  more  than 
two  hundred  years  old,  used  by  great- 
grandfather. 

James  Howells — Political  poster  used 
in  the  campaign  of  Jackson  and  Van 
Buren,  1832. 

D.  C.  Sixbey — Foot  warmer  used  by 
mother  of  Ex-Governor  William  H. 
Seward.  Wafer  irons,  for  use  in  fire 
place.  FHnt  lock  pistol.  Cap  worn  by 
great-grandmother  of  Dewitt  C.  Sixbey. 

A.  E.  Kibbe — Bag  used  by  Judge 
William  Peacock  to  carry  surveying  in- 

struments. Plug  tobacco,  sold  in  Pea- 
cock store  in  1840.  Collection  of  old 

nails  and  screws  made  by  hand.  Brass 
candlestick,  snuffers  and  tray.  Tin  tea- 

pot and  tea  caddy,  one  hundred  years 
old.  Tin  matchbox, one  hundred  years  old 

A.  M.  Perkins — Old  paper  money 
four  dollars,  dated  January  7,  1779. 

St.  Paul  Church — Tablet  found  in 
first  corner  stone  of  St.  Paul  Episcopal 
Church  in  Mayville,  1826. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Prendergast — 
White  stock  and  pin  worn  to  Washing- 

ton  reception  by  James  Prendergast 

April  19,  1789.  Stock  buckle  worn  by 
Martin  Prendergast,  over  one  hundred 
years  old.  Sun  glass  from  Scotland, 
one  hundred  twenty-five  years  old. 
Watch  fol),  owned  by  Dr.  WiUiam  Pren- 

dergast. Pocket  Bible  of  his  father's, 
dated  1822.  James  Hunt  Prendergast's 
watch  once  owned  by  General  La  Fay- 

ette. Two  lace  collars  made  and  worn 

by  her  mother  Mrs.  James  Hunt.  Skirt 
worked  by  her  grandmother  in  181 5. 
Lace  cap  worn  by  her  grandmother, 
Anna  (Hawks)  Hewes,  in  181 5.  Table- 

cloth spun  and  woven  by  his  grand- 
mother in  1^30.  A  chapeau,  coat,  belt 

sword  worn  by  Colonel  William  Pren- 
dergast in  the  War  of  181 2.  J.  Franklin 

Hunt's  horse  pistol,  brought  here  by 
his  grandfather,  William  Hunt  in  181 6. 

Horace  Bixby — Quilt  carded,  spun 
and  woven,  quilted  by  Lucy  Cottrell  in 
1790,  also  a  picture  of  her.  Flannel 
blanket  one  hundred  years  old.  Corset 

made  by  hand,  seventy-five  years  old. 
Embroidered  night  cap  seventy-five 
years  old.    Sword,  made  in  1806. 

Misses  Larell  and  Helen  Morris — 

Sugar  bowl  and  cream  pitcher,  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Blue  and  brown  plates 

over  one  hundred  years  old.  Quaint 
old  bowl,  one  hundred  years  old.  China 
cup  and  saucer,  one  hundred  years  old. 

Light  blue  pickle  dish,  seventy-five 
years  old.  Silver  coin,  dated  171 7.  Sil- 

ver teaspoons  one  hundred  years  old. 
Table  knife,  bone  handle,  one  hundred 
years  old.  Writing  box,  containing  a 
sand  box,  ink  stand  and  place  to  put 
notes  and  letters,  seventy-five  years  old. 

Miss  Caroline  M.  Green — Portrait  of 
John  Quincy  Adams.  Picture  of  Mrs. 
Judge  Peacock.  Needle  book  made  by 
Miss  Mary  Mills  of  Westfield,  seventy- 
five  years  ago.  Little  trunk  of  her 

grandfather's,  over  one  hundred  years 
old.  Teaspoon  one  hundred  years  old. 
Fancy  snuff  box  ninety  years  old. 
Cologne  bottle  ninety  years  old.  Her 

grandfather's  Bible  one  hundred  thirty 
vears  old.  Ossian's  Poems,  translated 
l3y  James  McPherson,  and  published  in 
181 5.  Snuff  box  of  Richard  O.  Green, 

seventy-five  years  old.  Book  on  Medi- 
tation and  Contemplation'  published  in 

1808.  The  first  daguerreotype  taken  in 

Mavville  of  her  grandfather  and  grand- 
mother. 
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Mrs.  Carrie  J.  Cipperly — Silver  sugar 
tongs  used  by  her  great-great  aunt, 
one  hundred  years  ago.  Silver  salt 
spoons  used  by  her  great-great  aunt 
one  hundred  years  ago.  Pair  of  linen 
pillow  cases  made  one  hundred  years 
ago. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Bly — Her  mother's  wed- 
ding shawl  embroidered  on  white  mus- 

lin, ninety  years  old. 

J.  Frank  Bly — Grandfather's  white 
wedding  vest  over  one  hundred  years 
old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Martin— Old 

Bible,  Berza's  Translation,  1615.  Stone 
pipe  belonged  to  the  Indian  Chief  Corn- 
planter  given  by  him  to  Antoine,  a  Sen- 

eca Indian,  by  him  to  his  uncle.  Prim- 
itive Physic,  Rev.  John  Wesley,  1747. 

Farmer's  Almanacs  1808,  1809,  1810, 
181 1.  Campaign  handkerchief,  1846 
Blue  plate  with  picture  on  it,  Welcome 
to  LaFayette,  1824. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I..  M.  Smith — l>ritannia 
teapot,  wedding  present  to  Calvin  Smitli 
in  1808,  by  his  grandfather;  has  been 
in  the  Smith  family  one  hundred  seven- 

ty-five years.  Iron  mortar  and  pestle 
brought  over  in  the  Mayflower.  His 
grandfather  and  grandmother,  Calvin 
vSmith  and  Eunice  Cobb  Smith,  moved 
from  Buckfield,  Massachusetts,  to 
Stockton,  1817,  and  brought  the  mor- 

tar with  them. 

Miss  Helen  Prendergast — Leghorn 
bonnet  worn  by  her  grandmother  sev- 

enty-five years  ago.  A  green  silk  um- 
brella carried  by  her  grandmother  sixty 

years  ago.  Blue  plate,  subject,  ''Doc- 
tor Syntax  disputing  his  bill  with  the 

landlady."  Britannia  mug  used  in  olden 
time,  filled  with  wine  and  sealed. 

Mrs.  William  Chace — Baptismal  bowl 
used  in  St.  Paul's  Church,  Mayville, 
1830.  Buckle  worn  by  her  mother  Mrs. 
William  Green,  1821.  Bead  bag  seven- 

ty-five years  old.  Ink  stand  used  by 
her  father,  William  Green,  in  the  land- 
office,  Mayville,  1836.  A  picture  of  her 
father,  William  Green.  Latin  Bible 
printed  in  1696.  A  deed  made  the 
24th  of  April,  t8i6,  between  William 
Peacock  and  Benjamin  Evans,  in  the 
presence  of  Andrew  Patter. 

Mrs.  W.  J.  Stevens — Picture  of  her 
father,    Palta    Swetland,    taken  forty 

years  ago,  came  into  the  town  of  Chau- 
tauqua in  1 82 1. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  A.  Green  Jr. — 

Britannia  teapott  used  in  .his  father's 
family,  William  Green,  seventy-live 
years  ago.  Silver  sugar  tongs  seventy- 
five  years  old. 

jVErs.  John  W^ood — Her  grandfather. 
Zacheus  Hanchett's,  account  book, 
dated  1796,  came  to  Hartfield,  1812, 
Her  father,  Ambrose  Hanchett,  was 
born  November  23,  1799,  died  October 
loth,  1900,  had  a  sword  dated  1806, 
Book,  Early  History  of  Chautauqua County. 

Mrs.  A.  J.  Baldwin  and  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Green,  Peacock  Homestead,  Mayville, 
— Checker  board,  ninety  years  old. 
Clock  over  eighty  years  old.  Churn 
seventy-five  years  old.  Game  plate 
ninety-five  years  -old.  Gold  watch  over 
one  hundred  years  old,  carried  by  Judge 

Peacock's  father.  Mason's  apron. 
Shaving  case.  Old  silver  spoon,  about 
ninety  years  old,  made  by  Grandfather 
Absalom  Peacock.  Old  platter,  ninety 
years  old.  A  sword,  dated  1806.  Old 
chair.  Old  flax  spinning  wheel,  used  in 
Button  Inn.  China  teaset,  five  pieces 
about  one  hundred  years  old.  Whale 
oil  lamp  and  globe,  the  first  lamp  burnt 
in  Mayville.  Books  from  the  Old  Land 

Office.  Judge  Peacock's  old  surveying- instruments.  Tobacco  kept  in  Judge 

Peacock's  store  m  [840. 
Henry  McKenzie — Two  small  rifles  in 

a  case  his  father,  Donald  McKenzie, 
carried  over  the  Rocky  Mountains  with 
him.  Silver  candlesticks  and  snuffers. 

Candle  moulds,  seventy-five  years  old, 
Astoria  account  of  the  enterprise  be- 

yond the  Rocky  Mountains  by  Wash- 
ington Irving.  Adventures  of  the  First 

Settlers  of  Oregon  and  Columbus 
River.  Fur  hunting  in  the  far  West 

over  the  Rocky  Mountains  by  Alexan- 
der Ross. 

Mrs.  Louise  (Farwell)  Green — Leath- 
er valise  carried  by  her  father,  Omar 

Farwell,  seventy-five  years  ago.  A 
carpet  bag  seventy-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  Frank  and  Rose  Wallis — Their 
grandfather,  Elisah  Wallis,  moved  into 
the  town  of  Chautauqua  in  the  spring 
of  1 8 10,  built  the  second  frame  house 
in  Mayville  which  they  still  occupy. 
Crape  shawl  about  one  hundred  years 
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old,  worn  by  their  Grandmother  Wal- 
Hs.  A  sampler  made  by  their  grand- 

mother in  1794.  White  dress  made  and 
embroidered  by  their  mother  eighty 
years  ago.  Rnffle  shirt  front  and  satin 
stock  worn  by  their  father  at  his  wed- 

ding, 1840.  Bead  bag  carried  by  their 
mother  when  a  young  lady.  White 
wedding  belt  and  1)uckle  worn  by  their 
mother.  Bag  of  tapestry  eml)roidered 
and  used  by  their  great  grandmother, 
born  in  1760.  Undersleeves  and  hand- 

kerchief embroidered  1)y  their  Aunt 
Harriet  Winsor,  65  years  ago.  Small 

yellow  crape  shawl  worn  by  their  moth- 
er about  seventy-five  years  old.  Sam])- 

ler  embroidered  by  their  mother  in  1823, 
Satchel  embroidered  1:>y  their  mother 
seventy  years  ago.  Pink  plate,  very 
old.  Pewter  plates  and  l^asin  one  hun- 

dred and  twenty  years  old.  Pewter 
basin  one  hundred  fifty  years  old. 
Glass  saucedish  and  sauceplate  of  their 

grandmother's,  one  hundred  years  old. 
Pink  sauceplate  one  hundred  years  old 
Old  colonial  candlestick.  Brass  candle- 

stick seventy-five  years  old.  Brass  and 
iron  snuffers  and  tray.  Pitcher,  very 
old.  Milk  pitcher,  one  hundred  years 

old.  Sugar  bowl  used  by  their  great- 
grandmother.  Sugar  bowl  and  pitch- 

er used  by  their  great-grandparents 
one  hundred  thirty  years  old.  Flow- 

ing blue  gravy  bowl  and  ladle  and 
plate  used  by  their  Grandmother 
Higgins.  Pink  sugar  bowl  and  pitcher 
one  hundred  years  old.  Gravy  dish  over 
one  hundred  years  old.  Glass  salt  dish, 
very  old.  Blotting  sand  sifter  used  by 
their  father  before  blotting  paper  came 
into  use,  sixty  years  ago.  Ink  l:)ottle 
and  wafers,  ver}^  old.  High  back 
shell  comb  worn  by  their  mother. 
High  back  shell  comb  worn  by  Mrs. 
Henry  Smith  sixty  years  ago.  Look- 

ing glass  used  by  their  great-great- 
grandparents,  over  one  hundred  years 

CHERRY 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Smnth— Portraits  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Sheldon,  the  latter,  Parthenis 
Sherman,  being  a  daughter  of  Roger 
vSherman,  first  Governor  of  Massachus- 

etts, and  one  of  the  composers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence.  Mrs. 
Sheldon,  a  noted  1)elle,  was  converted 

old.  Glass  lamp,  one  of  the  first  used 
in  Mayville.  Two  silhouette  portraits 
in  frames.  I  Hue  and  white  coverlet. 
Red  and  white  coverlet.  Blue  and 
white  coverk^t.  Portrait  of  their  father 

Daniel  W^allis,  l)0':n  in  1804.  Portrait of  their  mother  born  in  i8ii.  Portrait 

of  their  grandmotlier  settled  in  May- 

ville, h^ebruary,  1810.  Iron  basin  for 
leaking  l)rea(l  in  a  1)rick  oven,  l)rought 
l)y  Edward  Brigham  who  settled 
in  Mayville  in  1809.  Writing  desk 
eighty  years  old,  belonging  to  Edward 
Brigham.  Iron  l:»roiler  for  cooking 
meat  over  coals  1)efore  the  fire  ]:)lace. 
Iron  shears,  very  old.  Candle  moulds. 

Wool  cards  of  her  grandmother's.  Box 
of  wafers  for  sealing  letters.  Family 
bible  printed  in  18 13.  Geography. 

1 791.  Practical  arithmetic,  i8to.  Eng- 
lish Reader,  1806.  Scriptural  account 

of  the  Millenium,  1802.  English  Dic- 
tionary, 1806.  Another  dictionary  one 

hundred  and  fifty  years  old.  Testament 
1819.  Prayer  book,  1816.  Grammar, 
181 5.  Singing  book,  1828.  Works  of 
Benjamin  Franklin.  Tin  lantern,  nine- 

ty years  old.  Foot  stove.  Wedding 
slippers  of  their  motlier.  Almanacs 
from  1814  to  1843.  (jold  l^eads  worn 

1)y  their  great-grandmother.  Two  gold 
pins,  with  settings,  worn  by  their  moth- 

er when  a  bride.  Six  silver  tea  spoons 

over  one  hundred  years  old.  One  cop- 
per teaspoon.  China  teaspoon.  Silver 

butterknife.  Butterknife  handle  of 

mother-of-pearl.  Bead  purse  of  their 
great-grandmother,  one  hundred  years 
old.  Portrait  painted  on  glass,  seventy- 
five  vears  old.  German  silver  butter- 

knife, very  old.  Compass  used  by  their 
grandfather,  Elislic.  Walks  to  guide  him 
through  the  forest  to  Chautauqua 
County  in  1810.  Copy  of  the  returns  of 

election  of  Chautaucjua  County  Novem- 
ber, 1828. 

CREEK 

1)v  lohn  Wesley,  who  preached  in  the 

half  room  of  her  home.  Great-great- 

grandmother  of  Mrs.  C.  S.  Smith.  Silk 

stockings  one  hundred  years  old,  be- 
longing to  trousseau  of  English  lady. 

Gourd"  used  as  dipper,  brought  from 
Massachusetts   by   early   settlers,  one 
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hundred  years  old.  Piece  of  vest  worn 

by  George  IV  at  his  coronation.  Child's book,  one  hundred  years  old.  Sewing 
silk  picked  up  on  the  battlefield  the 
morning  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo. 

Mrs.  Amy  A.  Shattuck — Cricket  iron, 
1822.  Old  English  reader,  1820.  One 
pair  of  tongs  made  in  1820. 

Mrs.  Harriett  E.  Smith — One  lantern 
made  in  1807.  P)rass  candlesticks,  used 
in  1795.  Mortar  used  by  Martin  Tine 
Smith  in  1807.  Wool  cards  used  in 
1845.  Collection  of  religious  books. 
Mortar  that  was  used  by  Martha  Smith 
True  about  1807.  Silk  apron,  hand 
embroidered,  made  in  1852.  Pepper- 

box and  mug,  brought  from  Connecti- 
cut by  her  Grandmother  Howe  about 

1780,  one  hundred  twenty-eight  years 
old.  Brass  candlestick  used  by  her 
Grandmother  Howe  about  the  year 
1795.  ̂ ^^^  quilt,  hand  embroidered. 
Harness  slick  made  bv  her  husband, 
1842. 

A.  J.  Abbey — Handkerchief  seventy- 
five  years  old.  Collection  of  Indian 
relics  found  on  the  farm  of  A.  J.  Abbey. 
Pocket  book  one  hundred  five  years 
old.  Lantern  made  1837.  Fireplace 
shovel,  one  hundred  years  old.  Pair  of 
andirons  and  tongs  made  1795.  Flax 

hetchels  made  in  ̂ 835.  John  Burgess's 
sermons,  printed  1750.  SnufYer,  tray 
and  brass  candlesticks,  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  One  fire  place  crane, 
age  not  known.  Square  lantern  made 
in  1865.  One  sickle  made  in  1828.  Iron 
candlestick,  1831. 

D.  S.  Churchill — Bible  printed  1820. 
Coverlet,  seventy-two  years  old.  Sugar 
bowl,  one  hundred  years  old. 

A.  L.  Thompson — Clock  made  in 
1 81 2.    Silver  sugar  tongs,  very  old. 

F.  H.  Smith — Pewter  teapot  one  hun- 
dred years  old. 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Shattuck — Two  tea  cups 
seventy-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Shepardson — Instruction 
book  for  singing  by  note,  used  in  1779. 
Hand  painted  dish,  one  hundred  years 
old. 

R.  W.  Parsons — Knight  Templars 
dagger,  one  hundred  years  old.  Public 
papers,  seventy-five  to  one  hundred 
years  old.  Sugar  -.pooU'  one  hundred  five 
years  old.  Day  book  used  by  the  father 
of  R.  W.  Parsons  in  181 2. 

Mattie  M.  Spencer — Tracing  wheel 
used  by  her  father,  a  harnessmaker,  in 
1852,  made  from  copper  penny.  Chop- 

ping knife  used  by  her  great  grand- mother about  1794. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Boys — Ink  absorber  used 
by  Josiah  Crumb,  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

William  Mesel — Sword  made  in  1864. 
Frank  E.  Martin — One  fire  place 

shillet  and  tongs. 

G.  Frank  Lapham — Quaker  marriage 
certificate  of  his  Grandfather  and 
Grandmother  Paxson,  parents  of  his 
mother.  Trunk,  brought  into  this  state 
by  Arioch  Lapham  about  the  year  1825, 
was  made  1797.  Pair  of  wool  cards 
bought  in  1824. 

James  G.  Champlin — Sailor's  diploma in  tin  box,  dated  1803.  Trunk  owned 
by  Paul  Champlin  who  was  born  in  1743 
and  died  in  1807.  Chair,  one  hundred 

thirty  years  old.  Desk  about  one  hun- 
dred eighty-seven  years  old.  Over 

four  thousand  people  sat  at  this  desk 
and  registered  during  the  Centennial. 

Mrs.  Etta  Kellogg — Pair  of  baby 
shoes  worn  by  Abagail  Prince  about 

the  year  1771.  Skillet  about  seventy- 
five  years  old.  Pewter  basin.  Wooden 
trencher,  age  not  known. 

Mrs.  George  Hadley — Looking  glass. 
U.  D.  Carl — Revolver  made  in  1837. 

Pistol  made  in  1837. 

Mrs.  L.  L.  Steward — One  flatiron 
Teapot  one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Alex  Bentley — One  pewter  mug 
or  stein,  brought  from  England  in  1802. 

I~)Ook,  History  of  Eliza  Potter's  Life, 
printed  in  1824. 

E.  C.  Bentley — Taylor's  goose,  one 
hundred  seven  years  old. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Bentley — One  quart  mug 
used  in  181 7. 

Mrs.  Jane  James — Pitcher  brought 
from  England  by  May  Walker  about 
1814,  made  in  1797.  Candle  molds made  in  1835. 

Lewis  James — Money  purse  about 
one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Jasper  Newton — One  brass 
candlestick  and  weaver's  spool,  one 
hundred  years  old.  Pewter  plate  made 
in  year  1602.  One  paring  machine 
seventy-five  years  old,  made  by  Samuel 
Newton. 

E.  G.  Hubbard — Pewter  platter  two 
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hundred  years  old.  Pitcher  made  in 
1833.    Old  papers. 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Reade — Wooden  ladle  two 
hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Reuben  Gage— Sug-ar  bowl  sev- 
enty years  old. 

Mrs.  George  Kent — Mortar  used  for 
grinding  corn,  two  hundred  years  old. 
H.  E.  Safford — One  old  English 

reader,  1832. 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Wheeler — Sampler  made 

by  Phoeba  King  in  1814.  Collection  of 

children's  clothing  worn  in  1830.  Col- 
lection of  fancy  combs  worn  about 

1845.  Embroidered  skirt  made  by 
Phoeba  (King)  Kent  al^out  the  year 
1840.  Cane  used  by  Wanton  King  in 
1810.    Indian  stone  pestle. 

George  Halley — Chair  made  1782. 
Smith  Scofield — Hand  made  chair 

one  hundred  eighty-seven  years  old. 
George  A.  Scofield — Picture,  The 

Vicar  going  to  dinner  with  the  Esquire, 
made  1738. 

Uriah  King — Brass  kettle  about  sev- 
enty-five years  old.  Wooden  screen 

one  hundred  years  old.  Grain  scoop 
made  in  1823,  by  Wanton  King.  Spoke 
augur,  one  hundred  years  old.  One 
auger,  over  one  hundred  years  old.  Pod 
auger,  one  hundred  years  old. 

T.  P.  Hinds — One  iron  plate,  one 
hundred  years  old. 

Miss  Julia  Morian — Photographs  of 
Lydia  A.  Morian,  settled  in  Pomfret  in 
1826.  Jacob  Morian  settled  in  Pomfret 
1826.       Morian     brothers,  Anthony, 

John,    Alex,    Thomas,    and  Vaness. 
Mrs.  Elorilla  Luce — Pewter  platter 

used  by  her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Josie 
Brown  of  Delaware  County,  one  hun- 

dred and  twenty  years  old.  Spelling- 
book  printed  in  1779.    Colonial  money. 

I.  S.  Benton — Relics  picked  up  on  the 
battle-field  of  Chicamauga  Eork,  piece 
of  ram-rod  and  shell. 

Jay  Luce — Coin,  date  1784. 
Miles  Gardner — Fork  used  by  Sulli- 

van Gardner  during  the  War  of  181 2, 
being  carried  in  his  pocket  and  was 
used  continually  by  his  son  Christopher 

for  eighty-five  years.  Christopher  is 
'now  ninety-two  years  old,  being  the 
oldest  man  in  the  township.  Collection 

of  pottery  brought  from  the  West  In- 
dies by  Erances  West  about  1790.  Sil- 

houette pictures  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  C.  Gardner.  One  clothesbrush 
said  to  have  been  brought  over  in  the 

Mayflower  by  ancestors  of  Miles  Gard- ner. 

Miss  Mariah  King — Curtains  seven- 
ty-two years  old.  Silver  bowed  specks 

one  hundred  twenty-five  years  old. 
Mrs.  Dolly  Martin — One  neck  yoke 

used  by  Ward  King,  1820.  One  l:)asket 
over  one  hundred  years  old.  Sugar 
bowl  used  by  Dolly  Kent  King  in  1828, 
Spur  worn  by  a  soldier  under  General 
Washington  in  Revolutionary  War. 
Candlestick  and  reflector,  one  of  the 
first  lights  used  in  the  Baptist  church 
of  Cherry  Creek.  Record  book,  town 
of  Cherry  Creek,  1831. 

CLYMER 

Art  Jaquins — Flmt  lock  rifle  carried 
by  the  father  of  Art  Jaquins  in  the 
War  of  181 2,  Dress  seventy-five  years 
old.  Wooden  sugar  bowl  made  by 

David  King  in  1837.  Plate  seventy- 
five  years  old.  Wooden  candlestick 
made  in  1839  by  D.  King.  Knife, 
seventy-five  years  old  owned  by  Mrs 
Jaquins.  Linen  thread  cap  spun  and 
knit  by  Ruth  Walker  in  1796. 

H.  C.  Card — Saddlebags  one  hundred 
years  old,  used  by  Doctor  Carpenter. 
Broad  ax  one  hundred  years  old. 

George  Ross — Gun  used  in  the  War 
of  1812  by  Charles  Ross.  Razor  made 
from  bone  of  a  deer ;  very  old. 

Maurice  Smith — Dinner  horn  brought 

to  this  country  in  1838.  Plate  brought 
from  Oneida  County  in  1838. 

L.  E.  Gallup — Snow  shovel  one  hun- 
dred two  years  old. 

W.  Wiliink — Kettle  one  hundred  five 

years  old.  Pod-auger  and  smoothing- 
iron,  over  one  hundred  years  old.  One 
watch  fifty  years  old  and  another  sixty 

years  old. 
John  Bakerink — Iron  tongs  formerly 

owned  by  Schuyler  Sessions  father  of 
Walter  L.  and  Loren  B.  Sessions. 

G.  H.  Damcoi — Lead  plate  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Pewter  lamp.  Sugar 

bowl  fifty-three  years  old.  Lead  spoons 
over  one  hundred  years  old. 

S.  H.  Haines — Kettle  cover  over  one 
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hundred  years  old.  Watch  owned  now 
by  Mrs.  Ella  Haines,  brought  to  this 
country  from  London  in  1700. 

Garret  Fardink — Pewter  hot  water 
bottle,  one  hundred  years  old.  Ox  yoke 
for  single  ox  used  in  the  fifties.  Tea 
canister  one  hundred  years  old.  Brass 
tea  kettle  one  hundred  years  old.  Pew- 

ter teapot  one  hundred  years  old.  To- 
bacco box  used  in  1830.  Copper  tea- 
kettle forty-nine  years  old. 

James  Brownell  —  Farmer's  tools brought  to  Clymer  in  1820  by  Ebenezer 
Brownell. 

B.  .W.  Weaves — Lamp  l^rought  from 
Holland  in  1842.  Tool  sharpener  own- 

ed by  John  Weaves,  one  hundred  fifty 

years  ago.  Apron  brought  from  Hol- 
land, 1842.  Linen  shirt  made  in  1842. 

Skirt  one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Quilt 
brought  from  Holland  in  1842.  Dutch 
Bible  printed  in  161 9,  owned  by  John 
Weaves.  Basket  brought  from  Holland 
in  1842.  Sugar  bowl  two  hundred  years 
old  loaned  by  John  Weaves.  Spoons 
brought  from  Holland  in  1842.  Knives 
and  forks  brought  from  Holland  in  1842. 
Teapot  over  two  hundred  years  old, 
loaned  by  John  Weaves. 

S.  Covley — Sheep  shears  one  hun- 
dred fifty  years  old,  owned  by  Samuel 

Childs.  Linen  pillow  slips  spun  and 
woven  by  Sally  Jackson,  one  hundred 

fifty  years  ago.  Bible,  owned  by  Ne- 
miah  Jackson,  two  hundred  years  old. 
Brass  candlestick  one  hundred  years 
old. 

C.  S.  Gleason — Tongs  made  by  Wil- 
liam Vorce.  Chopping  knife  made  hy 

Wm.  Vorce. 

William  Emory — Mortar  and  pestle 
made  from  shell  picked  up  after  the 
Battle  of  Bennington,  Vermont,  1777; 
found  l)y  John  Hodge  and  loaned  by 
Mrs.  William  Emory.  Revolver  found 
on  the  Battlefield  of  Chancellorsville. 

Esther  Gleason — Hand  woven  cov- 
erlets one  hundred  years  old.  Quilt 

made  in  Connecticut  in  1752  of  Canelet 

cloth ;  the  quilting  was  done  by  a  wo- 
man seventy  years  old.  Huckabuck 

towels  woven  seventy-five  years  ago. 

Mrs.  Carrie  Cochrane — Shoemaker's 
tool,  seventy-one  years  old. 
Mrs.  Hattie  Hessilink  —  Sickle. 

Book.  Teacup,  very  old.  Plate  over 
one  hundred  years  old. 

Rollin  .  Beach — Sword  used  by  Lath- 
rup  in  1 81 2.  Gun  made  in  1764,  found 
on  a  battlefield  in  Virginia. 

Mrs.  John  Limpas — Sampler  woven 
and  worked  in  LloUand  one  hundred 

fifty  yerrs  ago  by  the  great-great- 
grandmother  of  Mrs.  John  Limpas. 

Roena  Childs — Sampler  (linen)  spun 
and  woven  by  Mrs.  Chloe  Jackson,  over 
one  hundred  years  ago.  Sampler  made 
by  Roena  Childs  in  1833. 

Mr.  Fetch — Wedding  pants  worn  at 
the  wedding  of  Mr.  Fetch  eighty  years 

ago. 
Mrs.  Mary  Colgrove — Coverlet  own- 
ed by  Mrs.  Mary  Colgrove,  the  yarn  of 

which  was  spun  by  her  mother  over 
fifty  years  ago. 
Leonard  Vanburg — Bible  brought 

from  Holland  in  1822  belonging  to 

Leonard  Vanburg.  Teacup  one  hun- 
dred years  old,  belonged  to  Leonard 

\"anburg's  grandmother  in  1794. 

Stephen  Cook — Book  '  owned  by 
Stephen  Cook. 

William  Pool — Spinning  wheel  and 
reel  one  hundred  twenty-five  years  old, 
owned  by  Mrs.  Charity  Pool.  Specta- 

cles, eighty  years  old. 
H.  Vrooman— Coverlet  made  in  1841. 
Henry  Tenharken — Sugar  l)Owl,  six- 
ty years  old.  Knife,  tinder  box  and 

flint,  used  one  hundred  years  ago  by 

John  Tenharken. 
Miss  Mary  Bennet — Silver  teaspoon 

one  hundred  thirty  years  old,  owned 
l)y  Mrs.  M.  Ross  and  loaned  l)y  her 
granddaughter.  Miss  A^ary  Bennet. 

W.  H.  Scott — Knife  made  1)y  William 
Rice,  the  first  blacksmith  in  the  town 
of  Clymer. 

DUNKIRK 

Henry  Mayo — Pack  of  playing  cards,  ship  of  James  M.   Mayo  in  Dunkirk 
made  i8ti,  used  in  the  War  of  1812,  Washington  Guards  in  1835.  Commis- 
by  Henry  Mumford,  great-grandfather  sion  of  Henry  Mumford  as  Captain  in 
of  Henry  Ma}'o.    Ulster  County  Ga-  Militia,  dated  1830,  owned  by  H.  Mayo, 
zette  of  1800.    Certificate  of  member-  Copy  of  Dunkirk  Bulletin  1879.  Copy 
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of  Dunkirk  Hammer  1884.  Invitation 
to  dance  at  Fredonia  in  1818.  Deed  to 

Seth  Snow,  Jr.,  in  1805.  Letter  written 
in  1819  by  Henry  Mumford,  Sr.,  of 
Portland  to  his  son. 

J.  Lyman  Van  Buren — Towel  picked 
up  on  Battlefield  of  Bennington,  Ver- 

mont, in  1777,  by  Captain  Thomas 

Abell,  g-reat-grandfather  of  J.  Lyman 
A^an  Buren. 

Walter  C.  Smith — Sw^ord  worn  b}' 
Col.  Walter  Smith,  father  of  Walter 
C.  Smith,  when  he  was  in  command  of 

the  militia  regiment  which  received  La- 
fayette in  Fredonia.  Miniature  on 

sword  of  Col.  Walter  Smith  painted  in 
1839.  Agreement  between  Walter 
Smith  and  others  to  run  a  stage  route 
between  Buffalo  and  Erie,  dated  1829. 

Gin     KROUOHT      FROM       VERMONT     TO  SHERIDAN 
BY    ANDREW   SLOUN     IN    1830.      NOW     OWNED  BY 

RICHARD   MULHOLliAND   OF  DDNKIRK. 

Mrs.  R.  B.  Day — Silver  spoon  made 
from  silver  buckles  which  were  brought 
to  America  in  1630.  Purse  spun  and 
knit  by  wife  of  Luther  Gates,  who  was 
a  drummer  boy  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Coat  made  by  wife  of  Phineas 
Gates,  grandfather  of  E.  L.  Day,  in 
1831.  Beaver  hat  belonging  to  Phineas 
Gates.  Foot  stove  used  in  1820,  used 

in  the  family  of  Phineas  Gates.  Warm- 
ing pan  brought  into  the  county  1)y 

Mrs.  Drake,  great-grandmother  of  E. 
L.  Day,  in  1823.  Pewter  platter  about 
one  hundred  fifty  years  old,  brought 
into  the  county  by  Luther  Gates  in 
1819.  Butter  bowl  brought  into  the 
county  in  18 19.  Paintings  of  Edmund 
Day  and  Maria  Day,  grandmother  and 
grandfather  of  E.  L.  Day,  in  1846.  Old 
deeds  from  1825  to  1830.  Commission 
signed  by  Gov.  George  Clinton  in  1802. 
Commission  signed  by  Gov.  John  Jay  in 

1797.  Copy  of  the  Dunkirk  Beacon, 
1 841.  Copies  of  Vanl>uren  Times, 
printed  at  Van  Buren  Point  in  1837. 
Notices  of  mortgage  sale  in  1827.  Pe- 

tition for  Dunkirk  Academy.  Chau- 
tauqua Countv  Almanacs  dated  1825, 

1826,  183T,  1833,  1836. 

Robert  Mullett — Letter  written  l:>y 
Ernest  Mullett  from  Fredonia  in  181 8. 
Register  of  law  cases  tried  by  Ernest 
Mullett  in  Chautauqua  Common  Pleas 
from  1829  to  1847.  Deed  to  James 
Barnaby  of  Dunkirk  to  1817.  Xotice  of 
meeting  of  Dunkirk  Pierce  and  Iving 
Club  in  1853.  New  Years  Addresses, 
Dunkirk  Journal,  1855  and  1853.  Chau- 

tauqua County  Gazettes,  published  in 
Fredonia  in  181 7  and  1820.  Commis- 

sion signed  by  Governor  Dinwiddle  of 
Virginia  in  1755.  Communication  from 
Hanover  Lodge  of  Forestville  to  Grand 
Lodge  giving  list  of  members,  dated 
1 83 1.  Petition  in  relation  to  Academv 
burying  ground  in  1835.  Petition  to 

Legislature  to  incorporate  "The  Bank 
of  Dunkirk,"  dated  1836.  Minutes  of 
Democratic  County  Convention  in  1844. 
Commission  of  Joseph  ?>.  Hall  to  be 
lighthouse  keeper  at  Dunkirk  in  1841, 
Bills  put  in  to  Board  of  Supervisors  for 
recovering  bodies  from  Steamboat 
"Erie."  Subscription  for  1:)urial  ground 
dated  1837.  Old  executions  dated  T830 
signed  by  E.  Mullett. 

O.  R.  Naelzker — Clock  made  bv  Gab- 
riel, London,  England,  one  hundred 

fifty  years  ago. 
Miss  Katherine  Normand — Chain 

over  one  hundred  }-ears  old,  brought 
to  Chautauqua  County  in  1834  by 

grandfather  of  Miss  Katherine  Nor- 
mand. Weaver's  swifts  made  by  Harry 

Morgan,  in  1816.  Book  "The  Economy 
of  Human  Life,"  published  1804,  used 
in  Fredonia  in  181 7.  Iron  mortar  and 
plate  made  by  Nathaniel  Normand 

over  100  years  old.  Weaver's  shuttle 
used  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Morgan  from  181 6 
to  1855.  The  American  Spelling  Book, 
published  by  Noah  Webster  in  1816, 
used  in  Fredonia  1817.  Pepper  box 

bought  in  Fredonia  in  1827.  Weaver's Reel  owned  by  Mrs.  Ruth  Morgan  in 
T793- 

C.  H.  Sherman — Fireman's  hat  made 
in  1840,  presented  to  C.  H.  Sherman, 

Chief  Engineer,  Dunkirk  Fire  Depart- 
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ment,  1856.  Fireman's  hat  made  for C.  H.  Sherman  in  1838,  worn  by  him 

in  1853  while  foreman  of  Engine  Com- 
pany, No.  2,  of  Dunkirk.  Invita- 

tions to  dances  at  Dunkirk  1853  to 
1865. 

B.  R.  Gifford— Old  Puerto  Rico  mar- 
kets. Deed,  dated  1793,  owned  by  B. 

R.  Gifford.  Chinese  vase  one  thousand 

years  old,  owned  by  Miss  Gifford.  Chi- 
nese bronze  incense  burner  from  tem- 

ple in  Manking.  Photo  of  Capt.  Steph- 
en Doyle  of  Dunkirk,  killed  at  Malvern 

Hill. 

J.  T.  WilHams— Book  "How  to  Get 
Wealth,"  dated  1660.  Commission,  dated 
1753,  signed  by  Spencer  Phips,  Gov- 

ernor of  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony, 

appointing  Ebenezer  Thompson  Cap- 
tain of  Militia.  Pictures  of  Ezra  Wil- 

liams, father  of  Hon.  J.  T.  Williams. 
Scroll  made  by  mother  of  Hon.  J.  T. 
WilUams  in  1810  at  age  of  fourteen 

years. 

Stephen  M.  Doyle — Fireman's  hat 
used  by  Capt.  Stephen  M.  Doyle, 
killed  at  Battle  of  Malvern  Hill  while 

Chief  Engineer  of  Dunkirk  Fire  De- 
partment. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Nelson — Small  leather 
trunk  made  as  a  wedding  present  for 
Ann  Chamberlain,  in  181 6.  Sampler 
made  by  Mary  Jane  Gilbert,  mother  of 
Joseph  Nelson,  in  1806,  made  when  she 
was  six  years  old.  Embroidered  pic- 

tures in  satin  made  by  sister  of  J.  Feni- 
more  Cooper. 

E.  Ames' — Old  warming  pan.  Pow- 
der horn  used  in  1803  by  Stephen  Brig- 

ham  who  moved  to  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty in  1817. 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Blood — Perforated  lan- 

tern. 

J.  K.  Patterson,  Sr. — Whiskey  Bible 
made  to  represent  a  Bible  and  to  hold 
whiskey,  given  to  Mrs.  J.  D.  Patterson, 
Sr.,  by  her  grandfather.  Old  hetchel 
used  to  comb  flax,  brought  into  county 

in  1835  by  Mrs.  Eve  Patterson,  grand- 
mother of  John  K.  Patterson,  Jr. 

Major  C.  K.  Abell — Painting  of  Dun- 
kirk in  1835.  Picture  of  Loder  House 

in  Dunkirk,  which  was  burned  in  1857 

and  where  Daniel  Webster  spoke.  Pic- 
ture of  Mosely  Abell  and  Ruth  Abell 

early  settlers. 

R.  Phillippbar — Picture  of  corner  of 
Third  and  Lion  streets  in  i860. 

Documents — Original  petition  for  in- 
corporation of  Village  of  Dunkirk  in 

1836.  Tax  Warrant  of  District  No.  9 

in  1830,  giving  list  of  taxable  inhabi- 
tants. Appointment  of  Adam  Fink  as 

Postmaster  of  Dunkirk,  under  Andrew 
Jackson  in  1833.  Pictures  of  Adam 
Fink  and  wife,  the  first  couple  married 
in  Dunkirk.    Married  1819. 

Ruth  Morgan — Linen  table  cloth 
napkins  and  towels  woven  and  made 
by  Mrs.  Ruth  Morgan  in  1835.  Linen 
handkerchief  woven  and  colored  by 
Ann  Chamberlain  in  181 5. 

ELLERY 

William  Barns — A  pair  of  andirons. 
R.  Belle  Young — Pewter  plate,  spoon 

and  basin. 

George  Blin — Bullets  found  at  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor  in  1812,  after  the  battle. 
Tomahawk  and  ax  found  near  Long 
Point  on  Lake  Chautauqua. 

Carrie  Pickett — Sugar  bowl,  cup. 
sauce  plate  and  one  wooden  plate  all 
being  over  one  hundred  years  old,  hav- 

ing been  in  the  Pickett  family  during 
that  time. 

F.  H.  Lawton — A  stand  cloth  made 
by  Betsey  Rice ;  nearly  one  hundred 
years  old.  Spoon  one  hundred  years 
old ;  formerly  owned  by  Grandmother 
Lawton.   Arrow  heads  picked  up  on  the 

shores  of  Chautauqua  Lake. 
Clark  Parker — -A  picture  of  Clark 

Parken  who  was  born  in  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  17,  1789,  and 

settled  in  Ellery  in  1810.  He  died  De- 
cember 3rd,  1866. 

Rebecca  Babcock  Parker — A  picture 
of  Rebecca  Babcock  Parker,  wife  of 
Clark  Parker,  born  January  24,  1792; 
died  March  26,  1864. 

Thomas  Parker — A  picture  of  Thom- 
as Parker  who  was  born  in  Saratoga 

County,  N.  Y.,  November  14,  1791.  Set- 
tled in  Ellery  in  1810.  Died  Februarv 

9th,'  1880. 
Hannah  Arnold  Parker — A  picture 

of    Hannah   Arnold    Parker,  *  wife  of 
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Thomas  Parker.  Born  Sept.  i6,  1761  ; 
died  Oct.  8th,  1861. 

Benjamin  Parker — Pictures  of  Benja- 
min Parker  and  his  wife.  Document 

belonging  to  Benjamiv  Parker,  dated 
September  15,  1775. 

Austin  Wilber — Small  skillet  made  by 
Richard  Porter,  a  farmer  slave  at  Mid- 
dleboro,  Vermont,  in  1805.  Sugar  tul), 
made  in  the  year  1750  in  Westmoreland, 
New  Hampshire. 

Miss  May  Becker — Two  decorated 
plates  the  property  of  Mrs.  Becker  of 
Midway.  Petrified  wood.  A  sword 
which  was  carried  in  the  Civil  War, 
owned  by  the  Becker  Brothers.  Two 
revolvers  carried  in  the  Civil  War.  A. 

gun  with  bayonet  and  also  a  canteen, 
which  were  carried  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  One  butter  knife  and  two  spoons 
formerly  owned  by  her  great-grandpar- 
ents. 

Amelia  Russell — Andirons  brought 
into  Ellery  by  John  Russell  from  Scot- 

land, 150  years  old;  Indian  arrows  pick- 
ed up  by  Wallace  Russell  in  Chautauqua 

County.  Indian  purses  owned  by  Wal- 
lace Russell.  A  gun  which  was  carried 

in  the  Civil  War  by  Captain  Bliss  of 
Westfield,  owned  by  William  Russell. 

A.  A.  Haskin- — Wooden  mortar  and 
pestle.  Lamp  owned  by  Jane  Haskin. 
A  fork  which  was  brought  into  Ellery 
by  Elihu  Carpenter  in  1822,  owned  by 
Warren  Haskin. 

William  Haviland — A  desk  which  was 
in  the  first  postofiice  in  the  town  of 
Ellery,  established  in  1822;  postmaster 
being  Miles  Jones.    Eoot  warmer. 

Jerusha  Babcock  Hale — A  picture  of 
Jerusha  Babcock  Hale.  A  picture  of 
Harvey  Hale.  Card  used  for  combing 
wool ;  it  is  over  one  hundred  years  old 
and  is  the  property  of  Asahel  Hale.  A 
very  old  tin  lamp,  burned  lard,  owned 
by  Asahel  Hale.  Bush  hook  owned 
by  Urn  Ococks,  very  old  and  loaned 
by  Frank  Hale.  Pancake  batter  jar 
of  Eluvanna  pattern,  Chautauqua 

County.  Sugar  bowl  loaned  by  Frank- 
Hale.  Sampler,  the  property  of 
Mrs.  Frank  Hale  of  Driftwood.  A  sil- 

ver spoon  brought  from  Boston  by  Mrs. 
Mary  Grant,  when  fleeing  from  the  In- 

dians in  the  Revolutionary  War ;  loaned 
by  Mrs.  F.  Hale.  Ulster  County  Gazette 
once  the  property  of  Geo.  W.  Cowan 

of  Carroll,  now  the  property  of  George 
M.  Hale  of  Ellery. 

Huldah  Starr — Sugar  bowl  which  has 
been  in  the  Starr  family  over  one  hun- 

dred years.  A  stand  which  is  very  old, 
formerlv  belonged  to  tlic  Brownell  fam- 
ily. 

John  Smiley — Bread  toaster,  supposed 
to  be  one  hundred  fifty  years  old. 

Miss  E.  R.  Waterman — Small  spoon 
more  than  one  hundred  years  old.  Piece 
of  linen,  spun  and  woven  by  Martha 
Seley  Kennedy,  one  hundred  five  years 
ago.  Picture  of  the  first  hotel  in  the 
town  of  Ellery.  Tortoise  shell  coml) 
one  hundred  ten  years  old. 

Esther  Holmes  Barney — ( )ne  cream 
pitcher  and  cup  and  saucer  one  hun- 

dred fifty  years  old.  Desk  from  the 
second  postoffice  established  in  the  town 
of  Ellery.  Tea  canister  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old. 
Alice  Hall — Silver  spoon,  one  hundred 

years  old,  formerly  owned  by  Mrs.  Anna Cheney. 

R.  H.  Ripley — Hetchel  one  hundred 
twenty-five  years  old.  One  pewter 
basin.  Card  over  one  hundred  years 

old  for  carding  wool.  A  very  old  lan- 
tern. A  Bible  printed  in  1731.  Grid- 

iron over  one  hundred  years  old.  Mal- 
let made  in  1814. 

D.  W.  Prosser — An  ax  found  near  the 
Swedish  Orphanage,  Jamestown.  An 
ax  found  after  the  Massacre  of  Wyom- 

ing, July  3rd-i7th,  1778.  A  battle  ax 
picked  up  at  Defiance^  Ohio. 

Jane  Bemus — A  chair  said  to  1)e  one 
hundred  years  old,  used  by  Liveforever 
Bemus.  Cow  bell  said  to  be  one  hun- 

dred vears  old.  Talkie  cloth  made  by 
Marv  Prendergast  Bemus,  supposed  to 
be  one  hundred  years  old. 

R.  Belle  Young — Snow  shoes  sup- 
posed to  be  one  hundred  years  old,  be- 

longing to  Joseph  Smiley.  French  ax 
picked  up  on  the  Smiley  farm,  supposed 
to  have  been  left  by  the  French  on  their 
march  from  Lake  Erie  to  Pittsburg 
during  the  French  and  Indian  War 
in  1754.  Bell  supposed  to  be  one 
hundred  years  old,  brought  into 
Ellerv  in  1810  by  Joseph  Smiley,  used 
for  a  number  of  summers  when  cows 
and  oxen  were  turned  into  the  woods  to 

g-raze.  Buckskin  pants  belonged  to 
Capt.  William  Smiley.    He  wore  them 
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on  two  horseback  rides  from  Shenango 

to  Ohio  looking-  for  a  place  to  settle. 
Jamestown  Journal,  printed  November 
II,  1829.  First  shirt  worn  by  John 
Smiley,  1810. 

Charles  Sages — Indian  pipe  found  on 
the  Sages  farm  in  East  Ellery. 

E.  A.  Harvey — Compass  found  at 
Belleview,  also  a  canteen.  Independence 
Ball  ticket,  1819.  Pulley  of  solid  wood 

found  at  Belleview,  very  old.  Pressing- 
iron  found  at  Belleview.    Silver  spoon. 

Charles  Howard — Dish  supposed  to 
1)e  one  hundred  years  old. 

Moses  Trude — Sugar  bowl  1)rought 
from  Jefferson  County,  very  old.  Tea- 

pot brought  from  Jefferson  County 
years  ago. 

Louisa  Weaver — Cane  made  wholly 
of  whale  bone.  It  is  two  hundred  twen- 

ty-five years  old. 
Charles  Weaver — A  chair  seventy- 

five  years  old  and  just  as  first  decorated. 
Warming  pan  brought  from  England 
by  the  ancestors  of  the  late  John  Weav- 

er, the  age  of  which  is  at  least  two  hun- 
dred fifty  years  and  the  ribbon  is  at 

least  one  hundred  years  old,  owned  by 
Louisa  Weaver.  SnufT  case  used  by 
Samuel  Weaver,  when  a  sailor  on  the 
ocean  previous  to  1830.  Vase  found 
floating  on  the  ocean  in  the  year  1625. 
This  vase  was  from  a  box  found  floating 
in  the  Atlantic  by  Captain  Samuel 
Weaver  about  1625.  The  box  contained 
two  vases  which  were  disposed  of  in 
some  way  by  the  captain.  This  one  has 
been  an  heirloom  in  the  Weaver  family 
ever  since.  Its  present  owner  is  Miss 
Louisa  Weaver  of  Maple  Springs. 

Charles  Colburn — Hetchel.  Iron  mor- 
tar. Flax  wheel.  Picture  of  Mrs.  Mar- 

tha Smith,  grandmother  of  S.  M.,  V.  B., 
E.  S.,  C.  V.  Ingersoll  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Colburn.  She  died  in  1864  aged  one 
hundred  two  years.  She  spun  and  wove 
the  blue  coverlet  after  she  was  ninety 
years  old.  The  tablecloth,  stand  cloth, 
towel,  shawl,  pillow  slips,  pieces  of 
dresses  and  many  more  were  spun  and 
woven  by  her.  The  linen  was  all  spun 
upon  the  wheel  which  is  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  She  spun  and  knit  the 
stockings  and  made  the  collar  exhibit- 
ed. 

William  Brownell — Very  old  pewter 
sugar  bowl.    Bible  printed  in  1801. 

Chester  Peterson  —  Three  arrows 
picked  up  on  the  battlefield  after  the 

massacre  of  Custer's  army.  Bible,  pub- lished in  1757. 

George  Lee — Straw  covered  box  said 
to  be  two  hundred  years  old.  Compass 
bought  in  Albany  in  1790,  brought  into 
Chautauqua  County  in  1810  by  Benja- 

min Lee.  Leghorn  hat  owned  by  Mrs. 
George  Lee. 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Rowley — Handkerchief 

said  to  be  over  one  hundred  years  old, 
formerly  owned  by  Rev.  Benson.  Snuff 
box,  over  one  hundred  years  old. 

Mary  A.  Hills — Hair  trunk  said  to  be 
about  100  years  old. 

Mrs.  Anna  Cheney  —  Solid  silver 
spoon  belonged  to  Samuel  and  Hannah 
Weaver,  about  one  hundred  years  old. 

Ophelia  Griffith — Board  taken  from 
a  barn  built  in  1808  by  William  Bemus. 
Coverlet  belonged  to  Mary  Prendergast 
Bemus  ;  took  the  southern  trip  through 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  and  back  to 
Chautauqua  County  to  Bemus  Point 
March  9,  1806;  over  one  hundred  years 
old.  Crayon  picture  of  John  Griffith 
who  came  to  Chautauqua  County  in 
1806,  settled  in  the  town  of  Ellery 
March  29th,  1806.  Picture  of  OpheHa 
Griffith  at  sixteen  years  of  age,  daugh- 

ter of  John  Griffith.  Wood  candle 
sticks.  Cow  bell  brought  into  Chau- 

tauqua County  March  29th,  1806,  by 

Jeremiah  Griffith.  Oil  painting  of  Isa- 
belle  Griffith,  granddaughter  of  John 
Griffith.  Grove  of  the  Griffith  home- 
stead. 

Will  Bowen — One  gun. 
Lucy  Wilson  Fuller — Coverlet  over 

one  hundred  years  old  brought  from 

Herkimer  County  by  Lucy  Wilson  Ful- 
ler. Reel  brought  from  Herkimer  by 

Lucy  Wilson  haulier.  The  reel  is  one 
hundred  twenty-five  years  old  so  also 
are  the  cards.  Picture  of  Lucy  Wilson 
Fuller,  born  1798,  loaned  by  Mrs.  Agnes 
Harvey.  Picture  of  Ezra  Fuller,  born 
1800,  loaned  by  Mrs.  Agnes  Harvey. 

Mrs.  Marvin  Hoag— Andirons,  very 
old.    Stone  ink  stand  70  years  old. 

Sheldon  Jackson — A  razor  that  is 
known  to  be  one  hundred  fifty  years  old 
and  was  owned  by  Elias  Scofield. 

Mary  McCoul  Thum  —  Shawl  be- 
queathed to  Mary  McCoul  Thum  by  her 

mother  Laura  Young.    Clock  brought 
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to  Ellery  by  Nicholas  Thum  in  1821. 
Pillow-slips  which  were  spun  and  woven 
by  Mrs.  Anna  Ackley  Thum  for  the 
wedding  outfit  of  her  daughter  Laura, 
about  seventy-five  years  ago.  Down 
collar  made  and  worn  by  Laura  Young 
McCoul,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Thum, 
nearly  eighty  years  ago.  Tablecloth 
spun  and  woven  by  Laura  Thum  in  the 
early  part  of  the  century,  bequeathed 
to  Mary  McCoul  Thum,  December 
1 83 1.  Shawl,  brought  from  Herkimer 
County  by  Mrs.  Anna  Ackley  Thum, 
doubtless  over  100  years  of  age.  Hose 
knit  by  Laura  Thum,  nearly  a  century 
ago. 
Emmet  Newbury — Platter  and  salt 

dish,  very  old.  Castor  one  hundred 
years  old*  owned  by  Naham  Aldrich. 

Mary  Warner — String  of  beads  ;  did 
belong  to  Catherine  Experience  Van 
Wert,  more  than  one  hundred  years  old, 

Mrs.  Allen  Pickard — Syrup  pitcher 
about  seventy-five  years  old. 

ELLI 

Hiram  Benedict — A  side  saddle  rid- 
den by  Mrs.  Johannah  House  and  two 

small  children  and  on  which  she  carried 

her  clothing  in  two  pillow  cases.  She 
forded  the  river  Danbery,  Connecticut, 

in  fleeing  from  the  British  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  A  likeness  of  Doc. 

Benedict  and  wife.  Revolver  carried  by 
him.  Coverlet.  Conch  shell.  The  Bos- 

ton numerical  Harmony  and  Phono- 
graphy of  Music. 

Mrs.  S.  J.  Benson — An  army  blouse 
worn  by  Alfred  W.  Benson  of  Company 
K,  One  Hundred  Fifty-fourth  United 
States  Volunteers.  At  the  Battle  of 
Chancellorsville  he  was  shot  through  the 
body,  left  on  the  field  for  dead,  cared 
for  by  the  Confederates  six  weeks,  then 
exchanged,  now  resides  in  Kansas.  A 
sugar  bowl  brought  from  Salem,  Mass., 
over  one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Matilda  Mee — An  English  watcli 
over  one  hundred  years  old. 

Chauncey  Trask — A  tea  wood  cane 

brought  from  Shanghai,  China,  b>- 
George  A.  Derby  and  presented  to  C. 
M.  Trask,  uncle. 
Mrs.  Abner  Hotchkiss — Wedding 

bonnet  and  veil,  eighty  years  old.  Sugar 
bowl,  one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Set 
of  natural  hair  curls. 

Azariah  Ingerson — Picture  of  Azariah 
Ingerson  who  settled  in  Ellery  in  1806. 
Picture  of  Susan  Waterman  Ingerson 
wife  of  Azariah  Ingerson,  who  settled 
in  Ellery  in  1815. 

Mrs.  O.  H.  Carpenter— Looking 
glass,  one  hundred  twenty  years  old. 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Hotchkiss— Coverlet. 

Elisha  Tower — Cartridge  box  and 
bayonet.  At  the  time  that  Buffalo  was 
burned  he  walked  with  a  wounded 
friend  to  Fredonia  to  get  away  from 
the  Indians. 

George  Smiley — Screw  driver  for  fas- 
tening the  lock  on  a  flint  gun. 

Mrs.  Williams — Symbol  of  temperance 
from  a  society  in  Cayuga  County  bought 
many  years  ago. 

D.  G.  Wood — Indian  relics  gathered 
near  the  shore  of  Chautauqua  Lake  in 
the  Town  of  Ellery,  on  the  farms  of 
Wood  and  Weaver. 

COTT 

Mrs.  Shaw — A  decanter  used  in  tav- 
ern between  Frewsburg  and  Fentonville 

two  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Johnson— A  white  silk 
veil  worn  by  the  first  white  child  born  in 
Warren  County,  Pennsylvania.  Wire 
snuffers,  two  hundred  years  old. 

D.  Chamberlain — A  flax  wheel,  dou- 
ble spinner,  with  specimens  of  work. 

Fire  place  waffle  irons. 

F.  A.  Anderson — Copper  coffee  pot 
and  several  coins  of  Swedish  money. 

Mrs.  Bowman — Cradle  blanket,  nap- 
kin, home  made  linen  from  Sweden. 

Mrs.  A'ictoria  Ely — A  stand  spread, 
the  work  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Moshier. 
Earthen  candlestick,  old. 

Mrs.  Reuben  Neat — A  baby  cloak  and 
hood,  home  made  linen,  old. 

Effie  Hotchkiss — A  snuff  l)ox  and 
specimens  of  fine  home  made  linen, 
over  one  hundred  years  old. 

Hesper  Colburne — Father's  wedding 
vest,  ninety-four  years  old. 

J.  P.  Clark — A  watch  about  two  hun- 
dred fifty  years  old  brought  from  Scot- 
land by  Alexander  Thompson,  father 

of  Agnes  Thompson  Prendergast,  wife 
of  Judge  James  Prendergast.  Frying 
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pan  used  in  the  house  of  Judge  Pren- 
dergast  in  the  first  house  built  in  James- 

town and  rescued  at  the  time  the  house 
was  burned  in  1812.  Hunting  spoon 
made  of  horn.    Warming  pan. 

Mrs.  Jennie  Briggs — A  child's  dress 
and  pants,  style  of  olden  times.  Table 
linen,  silk  shawl,  clay  pipe,  silver  spoons 
dishes,  all  over  one  hundred  years  old. 
Picture  of  E.  Briggs  and  wife. 

Walter  Knight — A  pair  of  baby  shoes- 
leather,  hand  made,  over  two  hundred 

years  old.  Pistols,  flint  lock,  one  hun- 
dred fifty  years  old.  Monastery  candle- 

stick, old. 

Joseph  Wright — A  three  tined  fork, 
iron  hammered  out,  old. 

Oscar  Sweet — Bit  stock,  all  wood, 
old. 

Hattie  Hartwell — A  coverlet  and  pic- 
tures of  C.  P.  Hartwell  and  brothers. 

Miss  Addie  Bush — A  looking  glass, 
books,  willow  basket  and  needle  book 

used  in  Martha  Washington's  day. 
Melvina  F)edient  —  Photograph  of 

Doctor  George  Harrison.  Lancet  to 
let  blood.  Bottles  from  his  old  saddle- 

bags, with  medicine.  Snuff  box,  a  phil- 
opena  forfeit,  ninety-one  years  old 
Lumber  line  made  by  Gilead  H.  Be- 
dient,  father  of  Irwin  Bedient,  who  came 
from  Vermont  and  settled  in  Ellicott  in 
1835.  Uncle  Anson  Chamberlain  came 
from  Vermont  and  settled  in  ElHcott  in 

1834.  Picture  of  Huldah  Salisbury  and 
family,  an  old  settler  from  Vermont, 
came  to  town  of  Gerry  in  i8t6,  with 
yoke  of  oxen  and  wagon  and  what  goods 
they  had  and  a  cow  tied  behind  the 
wagon.  Clark  Salisbury,  the  oldest  son 
came  in  1818  and  settled  in  Ellicott  on 
the  banks  of  Cassadaga  Creek.  Book 
reader,  speller  and  grammar  combined, 
the  only  book  that  was  used  by  him  in 
getting  his  education.  Display  of  home 
made  linen  of  four  generations.  Tow 
card,  hetchel,  dipped  candles-  tin  lan- 

tern, chest  one  hundred  fifty  years  old. 
Linen  apron,  home  made,  ninety-four 
years  old.  Canteen  carried  by  Irwin 

Bedient  in  the  Civil  War  with'  badges attached. 

E.  McCulough — Spoon  used  in  1775. 
Crepe  shawl  owned  by  Mrs.  Richard 
Smith,  1775.  Salt  dish  carved  from 
Italian  marble  in  1800  by  Richard  Smith 
Teapot  used  in  1840  by  J.  McCulough. 

Wine  glass  presented  to  Mrs.  Richard 
Smith  by  friends  in  New  York  in  1793. 
Cuff  buttons  used  by  Mrs.  Richard 
Smith  in  1800.  Blue  platter  used  by 
Mrs.  Richard  Smith  one  hundred  years 
ago.  Sugar  bowl  purchased  by  Richard 
Smith  in  1793.  Citron  jar  used  by  Mrs. 
Richard  Smith  one  hundred  years  ago. 

Jane  Chamberlain — Four  silver  tea 
spoons,  used  in  1814  by  Anson  and  Pa- 
melia  Chamberlain.  Pitcher  used  in 

1814  by  Anson  and  PameHa  Chamber- 
lain. 

Mrs.  M.  B.  Pratt — Two  german  silver 
teaspoons,  used  by  Bernice  Eaton 
eighty  years  ago.  Plate  used  by  Huldah 
Newton  Salisbury  in  1800.  Tea  cup  and 
saucer  used  by  Lucy  Newton  Horton, 
one  hundred  years  ago.  Corset  made 
and  worn  by  Bernice  Eaton  eighty 
years  ago.  Crepe  shawl  one  hundred 
years  old.  A  Quaker  bonnet  worn  in 
her  girlhood  days  by  Sally  Newton  in 
1803.  Linen  tablecloth,  spun  and  wov- 

en by  Great-grandmother  Huldah  Salis- 
bury one  hundred  years  ago.  Given 

as  wedding  present  to  Grandmother 
Bernice  Eaton. 

Anna  G.  Aldrich — Scrap  roll  present- 
ed to  Huldah  Eaton  by  George  Aldrich in  1845. 

Andrew  Munger — Cup  and  saucer 
over  one  hundred  years  old,  originally 
brought  from  Connecticut  by  his  great 
grandmother.  Gun  made  by  Reuben 
Munger  of  Stockton  in  about  the  year 
1830. 

Mrs.  B.  A.  Munger — Candlesticks, 
snuffers  and  tray. 

H.  N.  Sealy — Bit,  over  one  hundred 

years  old. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  A.  Van  Vleck— 

Psalms  of  David,  printed  1718.  Ser- 
mons by  Joseph  Aleine^  printed  1764. 

Columbian  Orator,  181 7.  Sampler 
worked  by  Mahalia  Knapp  when  eleven 
years  old,  in  the  year  1827.  Shoulder 
cape,  seventy-five  years  old,  property 
of  Lois  Ainsworth  Bartlett,  grandmoth- 

er of  A.  A.  Van  Vleck.  Hussy  or  case 
for  sewing  materials,  more  than  one 

hundred  years  old.  Baby's  lace  cap 
sixty-four  years  old,  worn  by  Annis 
Thompson,  mother  of  Mrs.  A.  A.  Van 
Vleck.  Lace,  hand-made  by  Lois  A. 
Bartlett,  and  worn  by  her  daughter  Lois 
Bartlett  Van  Vleck  on  her  wedding 
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dress,  seventy  years  ago.  Hand-made 
pins,  eighty-three  years  old.  Pewter 
plate  used  in  the  Ainsworth  family  be- 

fore the  War  of  the  Revolution.  Rol- 
ling pin  used  by  Mrs.  Lois  Bartlett  Van 

Vleck  seventy  vears  ago.  Two  iron 
candlesticks,  snuffers  and  tray.  vSmall 
earthen  jar  from  Fluvanna  pottery. 
Whiskey  flask  over  one  hundred  years 
old.  Silhouette  pictures  of  the  Horton 
family.  Autograph  of  Gov.  Daniel  D 
Thompkins,  written  April  i,  1812.  Sam- 

ple volume  made  of  wood,  calf  bound, 
from  the  library  of  the  Van  Rensselaer 
manor  house,  Albany,  supposed  to  be 
over  one  hundred  years  old.  Small  hair 
covered  trunk,  about  eighty  years  old. 

Mrs.  Betsy  Bartlett  Hudson,  who  is 

now  ninety-eight  years  old — Earthen 
plate,  one  hundred  seventeen  years  old. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ward  Turner — Sword 
supposed  to  have  been  carried  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  by  a  member  of 
the  Ward  family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flint  Blanchard— Bibles 
from  the  family  of  Mrs.  Blanchard,  one 
hundred  seventy-five  years  old.  Several 
books  published  over  one  hundred 
years  ago.  Almanacs,  date  1800,  1804, 
1806.  Linen  articles  handspun,  woven 
and  made  over  one  hundred  years  ago. 
Pieces  of  china  one  hundred  years  old. 
Camphor  bottle  brought  from  Ireland 
over  one  hnudred  fifty  years  ago.  Sword 

supposed  to  have  been  used  in  Revolu- 
tionary War. 

Mrs.  Charles  A.  Blanchard — Pair  of 
silver  candlesticks  owned  at  one  time  by 
the  father  of  Francis  Scott  Key,  the 
author  of  the  Star  Spangled  Banner. 
Thomas  H.  Gif¥ord — Churn  for  one 

cow,  made  for  the  late  Judge  Abner 

Hazeltine  of  Jamestown,  when  he  be- 
gan housekeeping. 

Mrs.  Jane  Gififord  Palmeter — One 
wool  coverlet,  hand  made,  about  fifty 

ELLIN 

Cap  Shaw.  Old  parchment  deed, 
dated  1739.  Pair  of  old  steelyards, 

marked  1739.  Judicial  writ,  dated  1809. 
Old  documents,  notes,  etc.,  dated  1799 

to  1801.  Old  vase,  one  hundred  years 

old.    His  father's  commission  as  cap- 

years  old.  Bed  quilt,  pieced  and  quilted 
one  hundred  years  ago. 
Miss  Emma  Ward — Handkerchief 

1)ag,  money  purse  and  snuff  box,  used  in 
the  family  of  Phoebe  Dillingham,  over 
one  hundred  years  ago.  Dress,  seventy- 
five  years  old,  worn  by  Mary  Dilling- 

ham. Three  steel  dinner  knives  and 
forks  and  two  tea  knives  and  forks  used 

by  Mary  Dillingham,  they  are  supposed 
to  be  about  eighty  years  old.  Sacred 
picture,  The  Immaculate  Conception, 
one  hundred  fifteen  years  old.  Grand- 

mother Ward's  prayer  book,  very  old. 
Mrs.  Selma  Swanson — Handspun  and 

woven  linen  sheet,  age  sixty-two  years. 
Handspun  and  woven  linen  tablecloth 
age  fifty  years.  Handspun  and  woven, 
Swedish  apron,  age  twenty-five  years. 
Wood  table  spoons,  age  seventy-five 
years.  Copper  coffee  pot,  age  seventy- 
five  years.  Handmade  shears,  age  sev- 

enty-five years.  One  pair  brass  candle- 
sticks, age  sixty  years. 

Peter  Cedarquist — Combination  pock- 
et match  safe,  mirror  and  comb  case 

and  brass  comb,  very  old,  brought  from 
Sweden. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  O.  Burtis— Brass 
candlestick.  Silhouette  portraits  of 
Luther  Ainsworth  and  wife,  great  uncle 
and  aunt  of  Mrs.  Burtis. 

Miss  Emma  E.  Burtis — Corinthian 
plate.  Pogoda  plate.  Lafayette  plate. 
Palestine  platter.  Pink  china  cheese 
plate,  pink  china  preserve  dish,  pink 
china  sugar  dish  ;  dark  blue  cup,  dark 
blue  soap  dish.  All  are  very  old 
ware.  Silver  candlestick,  snuffers  and 
tray  about  one  hundred  years  old.  Pair 
of  linen  pillow  cases,  linen  chemise 
woven  and  made  by  Gertrude  Luyster 
of  Long  Island,  over  one  hundred  years 

ago.  Three  hand  embroidered  bab\' 
caps,  one  linen  and  one  embroidered 
collar  and  belt,  work  done  by  Miss  Bur- 
tis's  mother  seventy-five  years  ago. 

G  T  O  N 

tain,  signed  by  Gov.  William  L.  Marcy, 

1838.       '
  ■ Mrs.  M.  W.  Benedict — Picture  in 

needle  work,  by  her  mother  when  four- 
teen }-ears  of  age,  one  hundred  years 

ago.     Painting  by  her  father,  over  a 
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hundred  years  old.  Guilt  made  by  her 
mother,  very  old. 

Mrs.  Theodore  A.  Case — Log  book 
of  Zebedial  Cleveland,  her  great-grand- 

father, 1771.  Ladies'  buss,  made  by 
same  in  1771.  Two  bedquilts  made  by 
grandmother,  over  a  hundred  years  ago. 
Portraits  of  former  teachers  of  Elling- 

ton Academy,  and  old  school  catalogues 
with  picture  of  Academy. 

T.  A.  Case — British  soldier's  house- wife found  on  one  of  the  battlefields  of 

the  Revolution.  Grandfather's  old  foot- 
stove.    A  curious  Indian  relic. 

H.  A.  Billings — Grandfather's  old 
winnowing  fan,  181 2,  his  mortar  and 
pestle,  and  old  dash  churn,  the  first  in 
the  town  of  Ellington. 

Mrs.  F.  E.  Case — Lady's  apron  and 
work  bag,  one  hundred  fifty  years  old. 
Geography,  pubhshed  in  1782. 

M.  D.  Chapman — Exhibit  of  Indian 
relics.  Iron  pestle  and  mortar,  shoe 
hammer  and  iron  plate,  two  hundred 
years  old. 

Hiram  Warren — Selection  from  a  set 
of  dishes,  one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Luella  Conet — Old  sewing  ma- 
chine, old  bowl,  tea  cup  and  saucer. 

Continental   twentv   dollar  bill,  dated 

1778. 
D.  C.  Conet — Grandfather's  silk  hand- 

kerchief. 

F.  M.  Milspaw — Old  sewing  machine. 
A.  C.  Rice — Grandfather's  old  flint 

lock  gun,  1775. 

Orange  Williams — Old  flint  lock  pis- 
tol. 

Matthew  Frank — License  to  keep 
tavern  in  Busti  in  1827.  Father's  com- 

mission as  captain  One  Hundred  Sixty- 
seventh  Regiment,  State  Militia,  1827. 

D.  J.  Eigenbroadt — Father's  commis- 
sion signed  by  Gov.  Silas  Wright,  1845. 

Milo  Knapp — His  father's  sword. 
Joseph  Bentley — His  grandfather's 

silver  table  spoon,  made  from  silver 
coin  in  Albany  in  1810,  and  his  brass 
bullet  and  shot  moulds. 

W.  H.  Hamilton— Copy  of  Buffalo 

Express  containing  account  of  Lincoln's assassination. 

Carey  Briggs — His  certificate  to  teach 
school  in  1849. 

Miss  Mattie  Farman — First  catalogue 
of  EUington  Academy.  Pictures  of 
teachers.    Columbian  reader,  181 1. 

C.  S.  Rowley — Pewter  platter  over 
three  hundred  years  old. 

C.  A.  Seekins — Old  chafing  dish,  over 

two  hundred  years  old.  Gold  miners' 
scales  used  by  Enos  Preston  in  Cali- fornia in  1849. 

Lorenzo  Green  —  Capt.  Ebenezer 

Green's  epaulets,  the  first  settler  in  the village. 

Robert  Terry — Old  geography,  pub- 
lished in  1798,  two  volumes. 

C.  A.  Bates — History  of  the  War  of 
1812,  published  in  181 5,  by  Samuel  R. 
Brown.  The  Spirit  of  Masonry,  1800, 
by  William  Hutchinson.  Architect 

book,  1775.  Bitstock,  1775.  Biographi- 
cal Dictionary,  1825.  Carpenter's  rule, 1818. 

Mrs.  Geo.  C.  Boyd  and  Miss  Lou  H. 
Rublee — Framed  collection  of  old  deeds 

etc.,  the  oldest  being  one  hundred  seven- 
ty years  old.  Book  over  two  hundred 

years  old.     Book  (arithmetic)  used  in 

181 3.  Pewter  platter  nearly  two  hun- 
dred years  old.  Pewter  basin  nearly 

two  hundred  years  old.  Sampler. 

George  C.  Boyd — Scotch  surveyor's book  one  hundred  years  old.  Scotch 
ink-stand  two  hundred  years  old, 
brought  from  Scotland.  Specimen  of 
first  Atlantic  cable.  Appointment  of 
Homer  P.  Rublee  as  captain,  etc.  Ap- 

pointment of  Homer  P.  Rublee  as  lieu- 
tenant, etc.  Specimen  of  monev  used  in 

1812. 

L.  A.  Bates — Singing  book,  published 
1750.  Dictionary,  published  1830. 
Beauties  of  John  Locke,  published  1828. 
Pleasures  of  Hope,  published  1813. 

History  of  New  Work,  unknown.  En- 
glish reader,  pubhshed  1842.  Postoffice 

laws  of  1828.  Appointment  of  Vinal 
Bates  as  postmaster  in  1829,  with  bond. 
Map  of  New  York  State,  pubhshed  1808. 

Grandpa  Bates's  spectacles,  age  un- 
known. One  yard  linen,  one  hundred 

years  old.  Wooden  bottle,  date  un- 
known. The  Rough-hewer,  published 

1840. 

Whitcomb  Mather — Britannia  teapot, 
ninety  years  old.  Glass  salt  cellar, 
ninety  years  old.  White  earthen  pepper 
box,  ninety  years  old.  Glass  sugar  bowl 
ninety  years  old.  Brass  candlestick 
ninety  years  old.  Pair  copper  knee 
buckles  one  hundred  thirty  years  old. 
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Agate  ink-stand,  one  hundred  forty-five  Pringle,  born  1791.    Metal  candlestick, 
years  old.     Mnrry's  English   Reader,  Piece  of  wedding  dress  of  Mrs.  John 1823.    Copy  of  Life  of  Lafayette,  1835.  Pringle,  one  hundred  fortv-five  years 
Pencil  picture  taken  1810,  Dr.  Charles  old.    Back  comb  worn  by  the  same. 

FRENCH  CREEK 

Henry  R.  Case — Pair  shears,  one  hun- 
dred ten  years  old.  Copper  pepper  box 

ninety  years  old.  Pistol,  eighty-five 
years  old  owned  by  J.  Newhouse. 
Foot-stove,  ninety-five  years  old.  Iron 
hatchet,  one  hundred  years  old.  One 
brick  brought  from  Holland  to  America 
in  1707 — first  brick  building  in  Albany, 
N.  Y. — owned  by  Mrs.  D.  P.  Horton, 
Findley  Lake.  Fan,  fifty  years  old. 
Old  musket  owned  by  Peter  Kelley. 
Silver  neck  chain  owned  by  Mrs.  D. 

Cutting,  eighty-five  years  old.  Two 
wooden  locks,  one  hundred  years  old. 

Door  latch,  one  hundred  twenty-five 
years  old,  owned  by  H.  D.  Arter. 
Sickle.  Saber  and  bayonet,  used  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  owned  by  H.  D. 
Arter.  Holland  pipe,  one  hundred  years 
old,  owned  by  Garrett  Newhouse. 
Sword  worn  by  Captain  Seward  Terry 
Forty-ninth  New  York  Regiment,  who 
was  killed  in  Battle  of  Spottsylvania, 
May  12,  1864.  Lead  glue  pot  made  in 
1828,  John  Teft  owner.  Brass  candle- 

stick, ninety-five  years  old,  owned  by 
Mrs.  N.  Moore.  One  large  Bible  print- 

ed in  1670,  owned  by  J.  Teft.  Large 
Dutch  Bible,  two  hundred  four  years 
old,  owned  by  Mrs.  Newhouse.  Bible 
printed  in  1773,  owned  by  rMs.  Francis 
Hulett.  Flint  lock  musket  with  bayonet 

owned  by  Mrs.  Francis  Plulett.  Wood- 
en bowl,  eighty-five  years  old,  owned  by 

Mrs.  Henry  White.  One  piece  of  bed- 
ticking  one  hundred  five  years  old, 
owned  by  Peter  Kelly.  One  cornet, 
one  hundred  years  old,  owned  by  Sey- 
more  Dean.  Two  pictures  in  frames 
taken  in  1822,  owned  by  K.  M.  Perry. 
Linen  marker,  one  hundred  years  old. 
owned  by  Mrs.  Emily  Rouse.  Neck 
chain  and  charm,  one  hundred  ten  years 
old.  Brass  spectacles  used  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  D.  Cutting,  one  hundred  years  old. 

Indian  pipe,  imitation  deer's  foot,  owned 
by  H.  M.  Perry.  Dutch  fire  maker,  flint 
and  steel,  seventy  years  old.  One  pair 
specks  one  hundred  twenty-five  years 
old.    One  large  cannon  ball  used  in  the 

War  of  1812,  owned  l)y  T.  Patchen. 
Iron  fire  tongs,  ninety-five  years  old. 
Lace  night  caps,  eighty-five  years  old, 
owned  by  Mrs.  Sis  Beach.  One  skein 
linen  thread,  sixty-five  years  old,  owned 
by  Mrs.  Sis  Coe.  Portrait  in  frame  of 
Captain  Seward  Terry.  Linen  table- 

cloth, seventy  years  old,  owned  by  Mrs. 

Sis  Beach.  P'lax  hetchel,  one  hundred 
years  old,  brought  from  Holland,  owned 
by  John  Duink.  Flax  spinning  wheel, 
one  hundred  twenty-five  years  old. 
brought  from  Holland,  owned  by  J.  G. 
A  an  Erden.  Large  spinning  wheel  for 

spinning  wool,  one  hundred  twenty-five 
years  old.  Flax  brake  brought  from 
Holland  one  hundred  twenty-five  years 
old,  owned  by  J.  W.  Bolan.  Wooden 
horse  and  tools  for  making  wooden 

shoes,  owned  by  J.  G.  Van  Erden.  Cop- 
per tea  kettle,  one  hundred  fifteen  years 

old,  owned  by  Garrett  Warnshouse. 
Copper  warming  pan  one  hundred  forty 
years  old,  owned  by  William  Green. 
Dress,  shawl  and  brooch  one  hundred 
fifty  years  old,  owned  by  Mrs.  William 
Green.  Wooden  ladle  made  in  1722, 

owned  by  Mrs.  Laura  Norton  of  Find- 

ley's  Lake.  Brass  tea  kettle,  seventy- 
five  years  old,  owned  by  Garrett  Duink. 
Pewter  teapot  one  hundred  ten  years 

old,  owned  by  Mrs.  John  Duink.  Wood- 
en plane  made  in  1788,  owned  by  Wil- 

liam Nyweide.  Pewter  tray  made  in 
London  in  1748,  one  of  a  set  of  dishes 
given  to  Betty  Northrop  as  a  wedding 
present.  Glass  bottle,  two  hundred  years 
old,  owned  by  Mrs.  Hannah  Fardink. 
Testament  printed  in  1771,  owned  by 
Abram  Castler.  Pitch  fork,  one  hun- 

dred ten  years  old,  owned  by  William 
Baker.  Indian  drinking  mug,  dug  up 
at  Lnion  City  with  Indian  skeleton,  his 

chin  resting  in  the  mug.  Brass  cof¥ee- 
kettle  and  cream  pitchers,  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old,  brought  from  Holland, 
owned  by  G.  J.  Van  Erden. 
Ziba  Brown — Silver  spoon  eighty 

years  old.  Buckskin  money  purse,  sev- 
enty-five   years    old.    Wooden  spool 
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holder,  seventy  years  old.  Old  photo- 
graph in  frame  eighty-four  years  old. 

Confederate  ten  dollar  bill.  Pearl 

money  purse,  eighty  years  old.  Linen 
curtains  spun  and  woven  from  flax  sixty 
years  ago.  Silk  belt  ribbon  worn  in 
1796.  Thread  spun  gloves  knit  by  Mrs. 
D.  Cutting  in  1830.  Hussy  made  in  1820 
by  Mrs.  Ziba  Cutting. 

P.  N.  Cross — Wooden  coin  box  with 
old  coins  seventy-five  years  old.  Flint 
lock  musket  eighty-eight  years  old. 
Pair  spectacles,  eighty  years  old.  Linen 
towel  ninety-five  years  old.  Coverlet 

eighty  years  old.  One  pepper  box  nine- 
ty years  old.  China  cream  pitcher  eigh- 

ty-five years  old.  Wooden  snufT  box 
used  by  Mrs.  D.  Cutting,  ninety-five 
years  old.  Linen  tablecloth  spun  and 

woven  by  Mrs.  David  Cutting,  seventy- 
five  years  ago,  from  the  flax. 

B.  A.  Davenport — Tailor's  iron  goose. 
Bootjack,  eighty  years  old.  Tin  lantern 
ninety-five  years  old.  Indian  bead  cap 
worn  by  Ed.  Coe,  fifty  years  ago. 
Sickle,  seventy  years  old,  owned  by  A. 
M.  Durfee.  Wafifle  irons,  eighty  years 

old,  owned  by  H.  Freeman.  Glass  bot- 
tle, two  hundred  years  old,  owned  by 

Mrs.  Hannah  Fardink.  Jet  beads  with 
gold  brooch  over  one  hundred  years 
old,  owned  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Davenport. 

James  Rhoades — Pitch-fork,  one  hun 
dred  fifteen  years  old.  Chip  from  the 
first  mill  stone  run  in  Chautauqua 
County.  One  large  portrait  in  frame  of 
Birdsell  Coe,  he  being  the  first  white 
child  born  in  the  town  of  French  Creek, 

born  August  23,  1814,  died  January  10, 
1898,  owned  by  Mrs.  Emma  Rhoades 
Chinese  teapot  ninety  years  old,  owned 
by  Mrs.  A.  M.  Durfee.  One  beaded  bag 
seventy  years  old,  owned  by  Mrs.  Emma 
Rhoades,  descended  from  Mrs.  Sarah 

Coe.  Pocket-book  bought  in  1784,  now 
one  hundred  eighteen  years  old,  owned 
by  Mrs.  Emma  Rhoades.  One  ax 

eighty-two  years  old,  owned  by  George 
Pier.  One  razor  one  hundred  sixty 
years  old,  owned  by  Levi  Pier,  now 
owned  by  his  grandson  George  Pier. 
One  cane  ninety  years  old,  owned  bv 
George  Pier.  Two  pewter  plates  one 
hundred  twenty-five  years  old,  owned  bv 
Henry  Switzer,  descended  to  his  great 
grandson  Chauncey  Switzer.  Two  leg- 

horn bonnets,  eighty  years  old,  owned 

by  C.  Switzer.  One  china  wash  bowl, 
one  hundred  fifty  years  old,  one  wooden 
bowl  one  hundred  sixty  years  old,  both 

owned  by  Chauncey  Switzer.  One  pow- 
der horn  one  hundred  sixty  years  old, 

descended  from  Levi  Pier,  now  owned 

by  his  great-grandson  Chauncey  Switz- 
er. Powder  horn  ninety-five  years  old, 

made  by  Alexander  Skellie  in  1807,  now 

owned  by  Alexander  Skellie  his  grand- 
son. Lidian  relics  owned  by  D.  C. 

Rhoades  and  others. 

Charles  Kennedy — One  deed  dated 
1786,  owned  by  Byron  Mclntyre.  Sad- 

dle-bags, owned  by  O.  H.  Montague, 
brought  from  Genessee  County  by  Beryl 
Tracy  in  1797.  China  sugar  bowl  one 
hundred  ten  years  old,  owned  by  Mrs. 

C.  Duncan.  Set  steel  bits»  ninety-five 
years  old,  owned  by  C.  Kennedy.  Brass 
snuffers  with  tray  seventy-five  years  old. 
owned  by  C.  Duncan.  Two  brass  can- 

dlesticks seventy  years  old.  Bible  print- 
ed in  1700,  owned  by  C.  W.  Kennedy. 

Cane  made  in  London  in  1700,  and  hand- 
ed down  by  Peter  Montague  to  the  old- 
est son  by  the  name  of  Peter  Montague, 

the  cane  being  now  two  hundred  two 
years  old.  Brace  and  bits  used  by  Lot 
Lewis,  one  hundred  years  ago,  owned 
by  F.  M.  Foots.  Horse  fiddle  made  by 
Lot  Lewis,  one  hundred  years  ago, 
owned  by  F.  M.  Foots.  Cane  made 
from  the  first  log  church  in  Erie  County, 
owned  by  L  Whitney.  Clock  case  made 
by  hand  from  cigar  boxes,  one  hundred 

years  after  the  settlement  of  Chautau-. 
qua  County,  by  Justice  Burnville,  a  na- 

tive of  French  Creek,  containing  four 
hundred  nijiety-five  pieces,  exhibited  by 
Mrs.  L  Whitney.  Two  Indian  skinning 
stones.  Two  Indian  stove  pipes  from 
Alleganv  Reservation,  owned  bv  John 
Paul. 

G.  W.  Hawley  —  One  china  platter 
for  eggs,  bought  in  Everthorp, 
Yorkshire  England,  over  one  hundred 

years  ago,  brought  to  this  country  near- 
ly seventy  years  ago  by  the  Akam  fam- 
ily, now  owned  by  Mrs.  G.  W.  Hawley,  a 

descendant.  Silver  spoon  one  hundred 

years  old,  owned  by  Mrs.  G.  W.  Haw- 
ley. Sauce  plate  one  hundred  two  years 

old,  owned  by  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Hawley. 
China  sugar  bowl,  one  hundred  years 
old,  owned  by  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Hawley. 

Hymn  book  one  hundred  eighty-four 
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years  old.  Prayer  book  one  hundred 
sixty  years  old.    Augur  sixty  years  old. 
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Joel  G.  Damon — Powder  horn,  dated 
1 80 1,  handed  down  in  the  Terry  family, 

owned  by  H.  Terry.  Photo  Harrison's 
campaign  log  cabin,  owned  by  M.  V. 
Robins.  Copy  of  the  Ulster  County 
Gazette,  over  one  hundred  years  old, 
containing  the  obituary  of  George 
Washington,  owned  by  Mrs.  P.  S.  Rice. 
Iron  skillet,  nearly  one  hundred  years 
old,  owned  by  A.  Fisher.  Iron  basin, 
one  hundred  years  old,  owned  by  A. 
Fisher.  Indian  relic  found  by  S.  W. 
Fisher  at  an  early  date  while  plowing 
owned  by  A.  Fisher.  Water  proof  cape, 
pair  sandals,  large  knife,  serepa,  owned 
by  A.  C.  Damers  of  Orizabe,  Mexico. 

B.  F.  Matthews — Pony  grist  mill 
dated  1821.  Crock  made  by  Caleb 
Matthews  in  the  year  1823.  Bible  one 
hundred  fifty  years  old.  Sign  board 
used  at  the  Red  Bird  Tavern,  known 

as  the  Barrows'  Inn,  in  1816.  Pair  wrist 
chains  brought  to  Chautauqua  County 

in  1821,  by  Caleb  Matthews.  Meat  fork- 
used  in  the  Civil  War  by  B.  F.  Mat- 

thews, while  acting  as  cook.  Case  of 
hardtack  by  Mrs.  Major  Sinclair,  issued 
as  a  ration  to  A.  T.  Matthews  in  the 
Civil  War. 

Mrs.  Martha  Tompkins — Neck  scarf, 
handed  down  by  her  grandmother,  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Babcock,  over  one  hundred 
years  old. 

C.  M.  Robins — Powder  horn  used  in 
the  Wars  of  1776  and  181 2,  handed  down 
by  his  Great-great-garndfather  Robins. 

Miss  M.  A.  Bush — Home  made  Hnen 
table  cloth,  very  old,  age  unknown. 
Stand  cloth,  very  old,  age  unknown. 
Sampler  made  by  Sally  Hatch  in  1834. 
Bayonet  used  in  the  War  of  181 2  by 
Dexter  Hatch,  an  early  settler  of  the 
town  of  Gerry.  Two  baby  caps  made 
by  Polly  A.  Hatch  Bush,  over  sixty 
years  ago.  Pair  of  white  gloves  knit  out 
of  white  cotton  thread,  over  seventy 
years  ago.  Black  veil  worn  by  Mrs. 
Dexter  Hatch,  a  pensioner  of  the  War 
of  1812,  very  old,  age  not  known.  Brass 
candlestick,  one  hundred  fifty  years  old, 
once  owned  by  Mrs.  Dexter  Hatch. 

John  Phelps — Mortar  and  pestle,  one 

One  broad-ax  ninety-five  years  old,  all 
owned  by  Giles  A.  Hawley. 
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hundred  fourteen  years  old,  owned  and 
used  by  Mrs.  Susannah  Woods,  who 
died  in  1874  aged  one  hundred  years, 
eight  months.  Chopping  knife,  one 
hundred  thirty  years  old,  owned  by  John 
McCullough.  Spelling  book,  dated 
1803.  Pair  cards,  eighty-five  years  old, 
owned  by  John  McCullough.  Two  tea- 

spoons two  hundred  years  old.  Knife 
and  fork  over  one  hundred  years  old, 
used  by  Mrs.  Susannah  Woods  when 

one  hundred  years  old.  Tailor's  goose 
owned  by  Mrs.  John  McCullough.  Set 
of  pewter  plates.  Ginger  jar,  over  one 
hundred  years  old.  Sugar  bowl,  one 
hundred  years  old,  owned  by  Anna  Ed- 
son.  Sugar  bowl,  one  hundred  fourteen 
years  old,  owned  by  Samuel  Woods. 

Stilleto,  very  old.  Pair  of  surgeon's 
'Scissors,  used  over  one  hundred  years 
ago  by  Dr.  Joseph  Heminger.  Atlas. 
Paper,  dated  1705. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Almy — Bible  over  one  hun- 
dred years  old,  dated  1733.  Bed  and 

teaster  with  curtains,  very  old,  date  un- 
known. Pair  of  shears  bought  before 

the  Revolutionary  War,  and  used  by 
Joseph  Woodworth,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  now  owned  by  Mrs.  J.  A.  Almy 
a  granddaughter.  Cake  plate,  handed 
down  by  Mrs.  E.  Wood.  Cup  and  sau- 

cer. Teapot  (china).  Pair  of  andirons, 
very  old.  Chopping  knife,  over  one 
hundred  years  old.  Flax  hetchel,  very 
old.  Basket  of  patterns  for  weaving 
and  making  lace,  very  old,  date  not 
known.  Brass  candle  stick,  tray  and 

snufi^ers,  age  not  known.  Ring  jug  to 
be  carried  on  the  arm.  Coverlet.  Bot- 

tle and  saucer,  very  old. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Turk — Two  sauce  plates, 
seventy-five  years  old.  Sauce  plate, 
fifty  years  old.  Mug  one  hundred  years 
old.    Cow  bell  sixty  years  old. 

O.  N.  Salisbury — Small  trunk  lined 
with  a  newspaper  dated  1802,  brought 
from  Brattleboro,  Vermont,  in  1819, 
now  owned  by  his  grandson,  O.  N. 
Salisbury  Sugar  bowl  l^rought  from 
Brattleboro,  \>rmont,  in  1819,  by  Mrs. 
Garner  Salisbury.    Hog  yoke  made  and 
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used  hy  Garner  Salislniry  nearly  one 
hundred  years  ago.  Carpet  bag  brought 
from  Shelby,  Ontario  County,  m  1828, 

by  Mrs.  Joseph  Wheatnon.  Two  let- 
ters written  to  Garner  Salisbury,  one 

dated  Dec.  20th,  1799,  one  dated  May 
21,  1 80 1.  Mortgage  dated  May  17, 
1804.  Note  dated  Nov.  2,  1802.  Con- 

tract dated  Nov.  25,  1797.  Note  dated 
Feb.  28,  1799.  Note  dated  March  11, 
1 801.  Lottery  ticket  dated  December. 
181 3.  The  aforesaid  papers  were 

brought  from  Brattleboro,  V^ermont,  in 
181 9  by  Garner  Salis1)ury.  Geography 
and  arithmetic  dated  181 1,  once  school 
books  of  Newton  Salisbury.  Cream 
pitcher  one  hundred  years  old,  loaned 

by  Mrs.  O.  N.  Salisbury.  Pair  of  pil- 
low cases,  home  made  linen,  over  one 

hundred  years  old.  Pair  spectacles, 
iron  bands,  over  one  hundred  fifty 
years  old. 

Frank  Lenox — Violin,  one  hundred 
years  old.  The  name  of  Francis  Rich- 

ards appears  in  the  inside. 
L.  S.  Pratt — Plate  seventy-five  years 

old.  Hand  embroidery  done  by  Sarah 
B.  Denison,  very  old.  A  Reward  of 
Merit  given  to  Charles  Denison,  when 
a  small  boy  now  owned  by  Mrs.  L.  S. 

Pratt.  Family  record,  ninety-five  years 
old.  Work  pocket.  A  piece  of  an  old 
red  cloak  in  a  chair  cushion  one  hun- 

dred thirty  years  old.  Dinner  shell  one 
hundred  eighty  years  old.  Work  bas- 

ket eighty  years  old.  Pillow  sham  made 
out  of  a  piece  of  linen  made  in  1780. 
P)ible.  Hymn  book.  /Vrithmetic,  near- 

ly one  hundred  years  old.  Pewter  plat- 
ter, over  one  hundred  years  old.  Two 

teaspoons,  one  hundred  fifteen  years 
old.  Corset  board,  one  hundred  fifteen 

years  old.  Night  cap,  seventy-five 
years  old.  Cotton  home  made  sheet, 

over  one  hundred  years  old.  Two  aug- 
ers, one  hundred  eighty  vears  old.  In- 
dian pipe  loaned  by  C.  D.  Pratt,  found 

many  years  ago.  Reward  of  Merit  given 
to  Stephen  B.  Pratt  for  learning  the  ten 
commandments  when  a  boy  seven  years 
old,  eighty-eight  years  old.  Cane  very 
old,  owned  by  Stephen  Pratt,  a  Revo- 

lutionary soldier,  now  owned  by  his 
great-grandson,  L.  S.  Pratt.  Shovel  and 
tongs,  very  old.  Pitcher,  one  hundred 
years  old,  brought  from  England  bv 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Gall,  now  owned  by  Mrs. 

W.  R.  Pratt.  Chips  of  wood  and  brick 
from  the  old  house  in  Rensselaer  Coun- 

ty on  the  Hudson  said  to  be  the  oldest 
house  in  the  United  States,  built  in  1692. 
Around  the  well  there  the  tune  of  Yan- 

kee Doodle  was  composed.  Washing- 
ton and  Lafayette  dined  there. 

E.  D.  Harris — Very  old  shoulder 
cape.  Beautiful  bead  work  pocket  made 
1)y  Laurilla  Shepardson  in  1835.  Work 

pocket.  Embroidered  silk  sash.  Shoul- 
der blanket,  seventy-five  years  old. 

Woolen  embroidered  skirt,  very  old. 

Doll,  fifty-four  years  old.  Corset,  with 
corset  board,  very  old,  age  not  known. 
Embroidered  Kersey  coverlet  made  by 

Lucretia  Bush  in  1831.  Flint  lock  mus- 
ket.   Toaster.    Muslin  shoulder  cape. 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Woods— Bible  dated  1823, 
once  owned  by  Isaac  Cobb,  an  early  set- 

tler of  the  town  of  Gerry,  now  owned 

by  his  granddaughter. 
Town  of  Gerry — The  first  record  book 

kept  by  the  Town  Clerk  of  Gerry,  dated 
1 81 3.  Five  law  books  owned  by  the 
Town  of  Gerry,  the  oldest  one  dated 1809. 

Mrs.  Selina  Almy  Horton — Sheet  and 
pillow  slips,  home  made  Hnen,  made  by 
Ruth  Austin  Almy.  Linen  towel  hand- 

ed down  to  her  daughter  Mrs.  Selin^ 
Almy  Horton.  Silk  shawl,  very  old. 
Bed  quilt,  very  old. 

Mrs.  S.  M.  Tower — Three  books,  very 

old.  Lady's  side  saddle  ninety-seven 
years  old.  Indian  relics  owned  by  A.  D. 
Tower.  Collections  of  old  coins  handed 

down  by  Simeon  Morgan  of  Schoharie 

County  to  his  great-nephew  A.  D. 
Tower.  Money  bag,  over  one  hundred 
years  old,  owned  by  A.  D.  Tower. 
Mrs.  Olive  Nail  —  Molasses  cup 

brought  from  England,  115  years  old. 
Bowl  and  tumbler,  over  seventy-five 
vears  old. 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Griffith— Plate,  one  hun- 
dred fifty  years  old. 

Spencer  Austin — Sword,  purchased 
by  Ira  Austin,  in  18 18. 

Mrs.  S.  Grace  Anderson — China  oys- 
ter bowl  and  silver  soup  ladle,  over  one 

hundred  years  old.  Muslin  dress,  one 
hundred  years  old.  Pitcher  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Cups  and  saucer  one 
hundred  years  old.  Handkerchief,  one 
hundred  years  old.  Two  ])airs  em- 

broidered under  sleeves,  over  one  hun- 
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dred  years  old.  Lady's  cape,  over  one 
hundred  years  old.  Fan  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Two  silver  teaspoons 
one  hundred  years  old.  Carpet  bag, 

one  hundred  years  old.  Napkin  ring-, 
one  hundred  years  old.  Perfume  bot- 

tle (china)  over  one  hundred  years  old. 
Two  pictures.  Knife  and  fork,  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Small  shopping  bag, 
over  one  hundred  years  old.  Two  plates 
one  hundred  years  old. 

S.  E.  Palmer — Shell,  over  one  hun- 
dred years  old.     Commission  of  S.  E. 

Palmer  as  Postmaster,  who  held  the 
office  for  sixty-five  consecutive  vears. 

Mrs.  Matilda  Strong  Wheat— Fan, 
over  one  hundred  years  old.  Hymn 
book,  dated  1820.  Center  ta])lc,  one 
hundred  nine  years  old,  made  by  Jared 

Shepardson  in  Brattleboro,  X'ermont. 
Pair  spectacles,  iron  bows,  over  one 
hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Willis  Kilborn — Salt  set,  used 
by  Mrs.  Caleb  Matthews  when  she  first 
went  to  keeping  house  over  ninety 
years  ago. 

HANOVER 

Mrs.  Ira  Brownell— Bed  curtain,  one 
hundred  thirteen  years  old,  made  by 
Bettie  Clark  in  1789.  Name  and  date 

worked  on  it  1)y  the  maker.  This  inter- 
esting relic  came  into  Hanover  in  1820. 

The  tape  with  which  this  curtain  is 
bound  was  made  by  hand.  Silver  spoon 
one  hundred  ninety-six  years  old,  came 
to  her  from  her  father's  relatives.  It 
came  from  England  in  1706  to  Block 
Island  where  it  was  hidden  during  the 

Revolutionary  War  to  ])revent  its  being- 
taken  by  the  English  soldiers. 

George  Christy — Masonic  emblem, 
one  hundred  thirty  years  old,  came  to 
him  from  his  ancestors.  Epaulette  worn 
by  Gideon  Christy,  in  early  general 
trainings  in  Hanover.  Commission  of 

Gideon  H.  Christy  issued  to  him  b)- 
x\mos  T.  Throop,  Governor  of  New- 
York,  and  signed  by  him  and  John  A. 
Dix,  Adjutant  General. 

Mrs.  George  Christy — Very  rare  sug- 
ar bowl,  one  hundred  five  years  old. 
L.  J.  Pierce — Hand-made  brass  tea- 

kettle, part  of  the  Hopkins  collection 
of  Forestville  and  is  over  one  hundred 
years  old.  Eleven  pieces  of  old  china, 
are  the  remnant  of  a  very  large  china 
service  made  .expressly  for  Daniel  H. 
Hopkins,  father  of  Joseph  G.  Hopkins, 
who  was  the  father-in-law  of  L.  J. 
Pierce.  It  was  presented  to  the  older 
Hopkins  for  his  assistance  in  the  War 
of  1812,  as  a  special  reward.  It  bears 
the  monogram  of  the  family.  Hand- 

made copper  teakettle  from  the  Hopkins 
collection  and  was  used  in  that  family 
for  three  generations.  A  platter,  very 
old,  having  been  in  the  Hopkins  family 
for  one  hundred  ten  years.    Poster,  the 

first  one  issued  by  Can-ip,  Colville  & 
Hopkins,  at  the  opening  of  their  store 
at  Wright  Corners,  Villenova,  Kov. 

9^  1833-^^ 

Mrs.  Ruby  Tackett — Purse,  bought 

at  the  store  in  k'orestville,  kept  by  Camp 
and  Colville,  over  seventy  vears  ago 
by  Mrs.  Tackett.  Deed  from  Holland 
Land  Company  to  Samuel  Johnson, 
These  books  came  into  Hanover  in  1823 
Photograph  of  Mrs.  Samuel  Johnson. 
She  came  to  Hanover  in  1810.  Photo- 

graph of  Samuel  Johnson,  who  came  to 
Hanover  in  1806  and  settled  the  farm 
known  as  the  Tackett  farm,  a  mile  north 
of  Forestville.  Flax  hetchel  brought  to 
Flanover  and  was  used  by  Mrs.  Samuel 

Johnson  of  Forestville  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  linen  cloth  for  her  family  use. 

Square,  part  of  one  of  the  first  sets  of 

carpenter's  tools  that  came  to  Hanover. 
It  was  brought  to  Forestville  in  1810 
by  Levi  Barnum.  Set  of  pewter  spoons, 
])mxhased  in  Fredonia  in  1823  by  Mrs. 
Samuel  Johnson.  Pewter  wine  cup,  one 

hundred  twenty  years  old  ;  it  w^as  made 
in  1782  in  Saratoga  Count v,  was  carried 
to  Duchess  County,  and  from  there 
came  into  Hanover  in  18 10.  Fan  bought 

in  Hudson  village  in  Eastern  New^  Yor 
in  1806,  and  was  brought  to  Hanover 
in  1 810  by  Mrs.  Samuel  Johnson.  It  is 
of  paper  and  despite  its  great  age  is  in 
perfect  condition.  Shears,  made  by  a 
country  blacksmith  in  Oneida  County  in 
t8oo,  and  brought  into  Hanover  in  1828 
1)v  Mrs.  Samuel  Johnson.  Handker- 

chief bought  at  one  of  the  only  two 
stores  in  Dunkirk,  in  1822,  by  Mrs. 

Samuel  Johnson.  It  is  now^  in  the  pos- 
session  of  her  daughter   ̂ frs.  Ruby 
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Tackett,  87  years  old,  who  resides  in 
the  old  homestead  a  mile  northeast  of 
Forestville. 

Milo  P.  Nevins — Two  rare  pitchers, 
over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years 
old.  They  came  into  his  possession 
from  his  mother,  one  of  the  early  set- 

tlers of  Hanover,  she  having  received 
them  as  heirlooms  from  her  mother, 
who  was  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Naples,  Ontario  County,  this  state. 

C.  W.  Stebbins — Sand  blotting  box, 
used  by  his  father  Charles  Stebbins,  one 
of  the  early  residents  of  Hanover.  This 
article  is  of  a  very  great  age.  EngHsh 
reader,  used  by  Charles  Stebbins  in 
school  in  Cortland  County,  and  brought 

by  him  into  Hanover  at  its  early  settle- 
ment. 

Mrs.  A.  H.  Stebbins — Book,  one  hun- 
dred two  years  old,  was  brought  to  Irv- 

ing, by  Mrs.  Richard  Hammond  a  great 
aunt  of  Mrs.  A.  H.  Stebbins.  Book,  one 
hundred  and  six  years  old.  Was  the 

property  of  Mrs.  Silva  Chittenden  Ful- 
ler of  Irving.  Was  brought  from  Spring- 

field, Massachusetts  by  Mrs.  Samuel 
Fuller,  great-grandmother  of  Mrs.  A. 
H.  Stebbins. 

Mrs.  F.  B.  Clothier — Ancient  porta- 
ble stove,  came  into  her  family  from 

Mrs.  Comfort  Birdsey,  maternal  grand- 
mother of  Mr.  Clothier.  It  was  carried 

to  church  at  Forestville  when  the  Bap- 
tist denomination  first  held  service  there 

and  was  passed  around  among  the  con- 
gregation for  the  comfort  of  the  indi- 

vidual members.  Indian  relics,  seven- 
teen arrow  heads  ;  four  Indian  axes  or 

skinning  tools ;  two  pieces  of  pottery, 
found  on  the  farm  of  F.  B.  Clothier,  be- 

tween Silver  Creek  and  Forestville. 

Copy  of  London  Spectator,  printed  in 
England  September  14,  171 1,  and 
brought  into  Hanover  at  a  very  early 
date  by  James  Wilson,  one  of  the  pion- 

eers of  the  north  part  of  that  town. 
Livingston  Newton — Old  rocker  over 

one  hundred  years  old. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Fuller  Slocum — Pickle 

dish  over  one  hundred  years  old,  was 
the  property  of  Mrs.  Lindslay  of  Sheri- 

dan, now  owned  by  her  great-great- 
granddaughter. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Keach — Photograph  of 
Abram  Keach  who  came  to  Hanover  in 
1833  from  Hoosic,  settling  the  farm 

1)etween  Forestville  and  Silver  Creek 
that  now  bears  his  name.  Kettle 

brought  from  Hoosic  in  1833  by  Abram 
Keach  when  he  came  to  Hanover ;  it 
had  been  in  use  many  years  previously 
as  a  wash  dish.  Bible,  brought  into 
Haover  from  Hoosic  in  1833,  by  Abram 
Keach  who  settled  in  what  is  now 
known  as  Keach  Hollow. 

L.  B.  Montgomery — Warranty  deed, 
made  January  i,  1825,  by  Artemus  R. 
Clothier  and  wife  Lucy  to  Martin  Mont- 

gomery. Land  on  lot  seventy-three, 
sixth  township  and  tenth  range,  town 
of  Hanover. 

Mrs.  Adelia  Swift — Lace  one  hundred 

sixty-five  years  old.  Lace  cap  made  by 
Mrs.  Foster  over  one  hundred  years 

ago.  Lace  scarf  one  hundred  thirty-five 

years  old. 
Mary  Barnard — Splint  cradle,  made 

in  Hanover  in  1840  by  Jeduthan  Gard- 
ner for  Mrs.  P.  S.  Barnard.  Fire  board 

made  by  Lucy  Ann  Parsons,  daughter 
of  Major  Daniel  B.  Parsons,  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Forestville  when  she 

was  only  sixteen  years  old.  Tin  teapot 
made  in  Madison  County,  in  161 6. 
brought  into  Hanover  by  Maj.  Daniel 
Parsons  at  an  early  date.  Flat  iron 
came  into  Hanover  at  the  same  time  as 

the  teapot.  Baby's  cap,  the  needlework 
of  Lucy  Ann  Parsons,  mother  of  D.  P. 
Barnard  of  Forestville.  Pewter  plate 
owned  by  Elisher  Bigelow,  in  Madison 
County  one  hundred  forty-five  years 
ago,  and  brought  to  Hanover  in  1816. 

H.  G.  Allen — Copy  of  Fredonia  Cen- 
sor, dated  August,  1827,  contains  speech 

of  Henry  Clay  against  General  Jackson, 

also  advertisement  for  Hart's  percus- 
sion gun  lock,  announcement  of  the  op- 

ening of  the  Fredonia  Academy  under 
Mr.  Austin  Smith,  besides  many  other 
notices  and  advertisements  of  interest. 
Spanish  coin,  dated  1796. 

J.  C.  Watrous — Pickle  dish,  one  hun- 
dred seventy-nine  years  old,  came  into 

his  family  from  Rondout,  N.  Y.,  in  an 
early  day.  Rare  teapot,  brought  into 
Hanover  from  Duchess  County  in  1824 
by  Ann  Christy,  having  fallen  to  her  by 
her  mother,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
Hudson  River  country.  It  is  very  old. 
Shell  back  comb  two  hundred  ten  years 
old,  brought  from  the  Hudson  Valley  to 
Hanover  by  early  settlers  and  is  an 
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heirloom  of  precious  memories.  A  very 
old  and  very  rare  Holy  PJible  in  Dutch, 
this  Bible  and  the  two  accompanying  re- 

ligious books,  a  psalm  book  and  cate- 
chism, were  brought  from  Holland  bv 

the  Dutch  settlers  of  New  Amsterdam. 
These  three  precious  books  were  buried 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Hudson  River,  a 
short  distance  above  Tarry  town,  West- 

chester County.  They  were  brought 
into  Hanover  l^y  the  families  of  John 
and  Jacob  Hiller,  who  settled  the  land 

about  one  mile  east  of  Smith's  Mills. 
Mr.  Watrous  has  refused  an  offer  of 
four  hundred  dollars  for  this  P)ible. 

Mrs.  A.  P.  Hopper — Bullet  case, 
worn  by  Samuel  J.  Smith  in  the  War 
of  1812. 

C.  A.  Rugg — Cow  bell,  one  hundred 
fifty  years  old.  Water  bottle  one  hun- 

dred two  years  old. 

Mrs.  Judge  Sherman — Sword  that  be- 
longed to  Colonel  William  Colville, 

Commander  of  the  First  Minnesota 
Volunteers  in  the  Civil  War,  who  led 
the  famous  charge  on  the  second  day 

of  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg.  Two  hun- 
dred sixty-one  men  followed  him  into 

that  fire  of  death  and  only  forty-seven 
survived.  This  is  famous  in  history  as 
being  the  largest  per  cent,  of  loss  of 
any  battle  charge  in  the  history  of  the 
world.  Colonel  Colville  is  a  brother  of 

Mrs.  Judge  Sherman  of  Forestville. 
Wihiam  Robinson — Oil  painting  of 

George  Robinson,  father  of  Captain 
Robinson  and  William  Robinson.  Oil 

painting,  representing"  five  generations, 
in  the  center  is  Mrs.  Lucy  Brown, 
at  the  left  is  Mrs.  Jessie  Thomas, 

at  the  right  is  Mrs.  Daniel  Hil- 
ler, in  the  upper  left  corner  is  Mrs. 

William  Robinson,  and  the  two  children 
in  the  foreground  are  children  of  Mrs. 
Robinson  and  are  twins  who  are  now 

the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  Mrs. 
Brown  died  at  the  age  of  one  hundred 
years  three  months  and  some  days  and 
all  of  the  people  represented  in  this 
group  were  living  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  in  Ver- 

mont in  1783  and  came  to  the  town  of 
Hanover  in  1812  and  resided  in  the  town 
of  Hanover  until  the  time  of  her  death 
which  occurred  in  November,  1883. 
Mrs.   Hiller,  the  granddaughter,  Mrs. 

Robinson,  the  great-granddaughter,  and 
the  two  children  of  Mrs.  Robinson  still 
survive.  When  Mrs.  lirown  came  to 
Hanover  she  settled  upon  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Rush  Brown. 

Susie  E.  Watts — A  plate,  eighty  years 
old,  was  the  property  of  Mrs.  Lindslav 
of  Sheridan,  now  owned  by  a  great- 
granddaughter. 

Mrs.  Sylvester  S.  Starring — Rock- 
ing chair,  made  in  Massachusetts  one 

hundred  thirty  years  ago,  and  was 
brought  into  the  town  of  Hanover  by 

Mrs.  Starring's  grandmother  early  in 
the  nineteenth  century. 

Newton  Irving — Conch  shells,  over 
one  hundred  years  old.  Photograph  of 
Thomas  Merritt,  who  came  into  Han- 

over in  1810  settling  two  miles  south  of 
Forestville. 

Mrs.  S.  L.  Hurlburt — Linen  sheet, 
made  by  Deborah  White,  mother  of 
Peter  White,  who  settled  in  Hanover  in 
1832  near  Nashville.  It  is  of  very  great 
age  and  is  a  beautiful  relic.  Standard 

English  Dictionary  one  hundred  twen- 
ty-five years  old,  came  into  Hanover 

from  Vermont  in  1832. 

H.  C.  Van  Schoven  Family — Holland 
Bible,  one  hundred  sixty-one  years  old, 
came  into  Hanover  in  1833,  having  been 
brought  from  Madison  County  by  Henry 
Van  Schoven,  he  being  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Wilson  Hollow,  Hanover. 
Dutch  Psalm  book,  came  into  Hanover 
with  the  above  Bible  in  1833. 

C.  L.  Dix — Turnkey,  used  by  Dr.  Dix 
in  his  first  practice  in  Hanover.  Medi- 

cal diploma.  This  "Sheep  Skin"  was issued  to  Doctor  William  Dix,  one  of 
the  earliest  physicians  of  Hanover,  and 
is  dated  August  16,  1813. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Thomas — Handker- 
chief bag  in  beads,  it  came  to  her  from 

her  mother,  Sarah  Denton  Stebbins, 
having  been  brought  into  Hanover  at 
an  early  date. 

Mrs.  E.  Thomas — Hand-made  bird  of 

paradise  coverlet.  It  was  made  by  Aba- 

gail  Hall,  Mrs.  Thomas's  grandmother, 
she  having  prepared  the  material.  This 
beautiful  work  of  art  is  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old. 
Mrs.  George  .McAndrew  —  Silver 

spoon,  two  hundred  years  old.  It  came 
to  her  from  her  great-grandmother, 
Mrs.  Sylvia  White,  having  come  to  Mrs. 
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White  from  her  grandmother,  Abigail 
Booth. 

W.  H.  Parsons — Twenty-four  pound 
shot  picked  up  on  the  Battlefield  of 
Plattsburg  the  year  following  that  bat- 

tle, by  Stephen  Parsons,  great-grand- 
father of  W.  H.  Parsons  of  Forestville, 

who  now  owns  this  interesting  relic.  It 
was  found  imbedded  in  the  side  of  a 

hill,  facing  Lake  Champlain,  where  it 
had  been  thrown  from  the  British  can- 

non. It  came  into  Villenova  in  1830 
and  a  few  years  later  into  Hanover.  It 
was  used  as  one  of  the  principal  parts  of 
a  paint  mill  for  years,  the  other  part 
being  an  iron  kettle. 

Elizabeth  Dennison — History  of  Per- 
secutions of  early  English  Protestants, 

This  book  was  printed  in  1660  in  Eng- 
land, therefore  it  is  two  hundred  forty- 

two  years  old.  It  was  brought  into  the 
town  in  1816  and  is  now  the  valued  relic 

of  Elizabeth  Dennison,  a  great-grand- 
daughter. 

Mrs.  A.  P.  Wilks — Candle  stick,  two 
hundred  fifty-one  years  old,  being  used 

in  Hanover  by  John  Barton's  family  in 
the  early  days  of  Hanover's  settlement : 
Hand-made  linen  towel,  the  work  of 

Maria  Coburn  McManus,  one  of  the 

early  settlers  of  Hanover.  It  is  hand- 
made throughout. 

Record  of  early  marriages  in  town 
of  Hanover,  very  interesting  book; 

Record  of  proceedings,  town  of  Han- 
over from  1813  to  1827.  Record  of  road 

and  school  district  1827. 

Military  record,  town  of  Hanover, 
Civil  War,  very  interesting.  Assessment 
roll  of  town  of  Hanover,  for  the  vear 
1832. 

Pictures  of  Ebenezer  Slawson  and 

Betsy  Carr  Slawson,  who  came  from 
Yates  County  in  1820,  settling  south  of 
Forestville.  Linen  tablecloth,  spun 
and  woven  by  Mrs.  Sylvia  White 
in  181 5  and  brought  into  Hanover  from 
Vermont  in  1832. 

Oil  painting  of  Jacob  Burgess,  M.  D. 
He  came  to  Silver  Creek,  Chautauqua 
County,  181 1  and  died  there  1855. 

HARMONY 

Mrs.  William  Wells — Pewter  spoon 
one  hundred  years  old. 

LeRoy  Whitford — Pod-auger.  Moulds 
for  forming  pewter  spoons,  one  hundred 
fifty  years  old.  Section  of  apple  tree 
showing  bridge  grafting.  Gun  brought 
into  the  town  of  Harmony  in  the  year 
1 81 8,  by  Dennis  Whitford  with  which 
he  killed  over  two  hundred  deer  and  six 

bears.  Cartridge  box,  property  of  Mrs. 
John  Whitford,  brought  into  the  town 
of  Harmony  by  her  great-grandfather, 
Jonathan  Cheney,  in  the  year  of  1807. 
Collection  of  arrow  heads  furnished  by 
John  W.  Whitford  of  Beyfield  Farm 
Stow. 

John  A.  Seymour — A  sermon  preach 
ed  at  Norfolk,  dated  October  28,  1761 
a  sermon  preached  December  22,  1798. 

An  almanac  dated  1777.  Sea  captain's 
shaving  glass  and  drawer  of  1750.  A 
A  soldier's  blanket  of  the  Rev.  Avorv. 
Copper  teakettle.  A  pair  of  worsted 
cards  brought  from  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  by  the  grandmother  of  Alex. 
Prendergast.  An  onyx  horn  spoon  from 
Scotland.  Playing  cards  brought  into 
Chautauqua  County  in  1838.    Old  toast- 

ing iron.  Linen  sheet  made  by  Mrs. 
Anna  Barber  about  the  year  1800.  Old 
sleigh  bells.  Old  bed  quilt  brought 
from  Connecticut.  Vest  of  the  late  M. 

Seymour,  worn  in  18 18  when  he  was 
nineteen  years  old,  property  of  his 
daughter.  Miss  Lucia  Seymour.  Shawd 
worn  by/  Mrs.  Ann?  Barber  in  the 
year  1800,  furnished  by  her  granddaugh- 

ter. Miss  Lucia  Seymour.  Sugar 

bowl  and  pitcher  ninety  years  old.  An- 
cient cup  and  saucer,  very  old.  An  old 

trunk.  Tin  oven  formerly  used  by  Mrs. 
Col.  William  Prendergast,  in  the  year 
1 81 3.  Two  earthen  teapots.  Plate, 
cup  and  saucer.  Fish  plate,  tray  and 

snufifers.  Coat  worn  by  M.  Seymour,' 
1822;  the  cloth  of  coat  was  dressed  and 

dyed  by  himself.  Amaca  Wade's  prim- 
er, dated  1820.  ''A  Journey  to  Jerusa- 

lem," dated  1796. 

Jared  Hewes — A  portrait  painted  of 
Geo.  Rob.  T.  Hewes,  one  of  the  cele- 

brated Boston  Tea  Party ;  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution ;  the  last  survivor  of  the 
Boston  Tea  Party ;  was  present  at  the 
laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  Bunker 
Hill  monument  in  1836  at  the  age  of 
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one  hundred  years.  Died  at  the  age  of 
one  hundred  nine  years.  Horse  pistol 
used  in  the  War  of  1 812  and  181 4  by 
Col.  William  Prendergast. 
Henry  and  Homer  Pringle — Sword 

belt  and  cap  with  commission  as  Cap- 
tain in  State  Militia.  Commission  issued 

by  Gov.  DeWitt  Clinton  1827  to  the  late 

Homer  Pringle,  Sr.  A  lady's  bonnet 
worn  about  the  year  1830.  A  pewter 

plate  used  by  the  great-great-grand- 
mother of  Mrs.  H.  Pringle.  A  foot 

stove,  date  1792.  Top  l^oots  worn 
by  Gen.  Noyes  Palmer  1820.  Commis- 

sion as  Major  Colonel  from  Governor 
Tompkins.  Commission  as  Major  Gen- 

eral from  Governor  Clinton.  Two  sil- 
ver spoons  made  from  the  hilt  of  a 

sword  which  belonged  to  Elias  Palmer 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  furnished 

by  his  great-grandchidren,  H.  N.  Pal- 
mer and  Mrs.  H.  Pringle.  The  spoons 

made  about  the  year  of  1814.  An  In- 
dian relic,  bird  shape.  An  unfinished 

pipe. 
William  L.  Marcy — Almanac,  date 

1798.    Powder  horn,  1807. 
Newel  Johnson  —  TeajDot  brought 

into  the  town  of  Harmony  about  ninety 
years  ago  by  Captain  Edward  Wells. 

Mrs.  Albert  Gleason — Pewter  cup  and 
a  wooden  cup  formerly  owned  by  Capt. 
E.  Wells  loaned  by  Mrs.  Albert  Glea- 

son, a  great-grandaughter.  Bit  and 
brace  and  pod-auger  property  of  Edwin 
Gleason.  Linen  pillow  cases  spun  and 

woven  by  the  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Ger- 
trude Green  Whitford.  Linen  table 

cloth  manufactured  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth 

Green,  property  of  her  great-grand- 
daughter, Mrs.  Albert  Gleason.  Side 

combs  one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Jesse  Eoot — Sugar  box.  Coun- 
terpane or  coverlet. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Sessions — Portrait  of  Hon. 

Loren  B.  Sessions  also  a  memorial  pre- 
sented by  Board  of  Supervisors.  Old 

map  of  Chautauqua  County  owned  by 
the  late  Walter  L.  Sessions,  loaned  by 
his  daughters,  Mrs.  Yelma  (Sessions) 
Ingersoll  and  Mrs.  Edith  (Sessions) 

Tupper.  Oil  portrait  of  W^alter  L.  Ses- 
sions. Oil  portrait  of  Mrs.  Walter  L. 

Sessions  loaned  by  their  daughter  Mrs. 
Velma  (Sessions)  Ingersoll.  IVIilitar} 
cap  and  sash  of  Captain  Seward  H. 
Terry,  New  York  State  Yolunteers  of 

the  Civil  War,  owned  by  his  sister,  the 
late  Mrs.  Walter  L.  Sessions,  loaned 
by  her  daughters.  Sword  and  scabbard 
of  the  Civil  War  owned  by  the  late  Mrs. 
Walter  L.  Sessions  and  loaned  by  her 
daughters.  Old  crockery  belonging  to 
the  late  Ylrs.  Silas  Terry  and  loaned 

by  her  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Edith  (Ses- 
sions) Tupper.  Oil  portrait  of  Walter 

L.  Sessions  loaned  by  his  daughter  Mrs. 

V>lma  (Sessions)  Ingersoll.  Oil  por- 
trait of  Mrs.  Walter  L.  Sessions  about 

1849.  Hand  woven  red  and  white  bed 
spread  formerly  owned  by  Ylrs.  Walter 
L.  Sessions  and  loaned  by  her  daugh- 

ters. Blue  and  white  bed  spread  hand 
woven  about  eighty  years  ago  by  Mrs. 
Silas  Terry  and  owned  by  her  daughter 
the  late  IVIrs.  Walter  L.  Sessions. 
Sword  and  scabbard  of  the  Civil  War 

formerly  owned  by  Mrs.  Walter  L.  Ses- 
sions and  loaned  by  her  daughters.  Blue 

and  white  plate  one  hundred  and  fifty 

years  old  owned  by  Mrs.  Edith  (Ses- 
sions) Tupper,  and  formerly  owned  by 

her  great-grandmother,  Mrs.  Rev.  Sim- 
eon Powers.  Blue  and  white  bowl  about 

sixty  years  old  owned  by  Mrs.  Yelma 

(Sessions)  Ingersoll.  The  lieutenant's commission  of  Captain  Seward  H. 

Terry,  Company  G,  Forty-ninth  New 
York  State  Yolunteers,  dated  April  20, 
1862,  loaned  by  his  nieces  Ylrs.  Edith 
(Sessions)  Tupper  and  Mrs.  Yelma 
(Sessions)  Ingersoll. 
W.  S.  Kelso — Candlemoulds,  one 

hundred  years  old. 
A.  M.  Tennant — Portrait  of  Capt. 

Philander  Cook  with  belt,  sword  and 
commission. 

H.  W.  Ploss — Cannon  ball  fired  by 
the  British  at  the  burning  of  Buffalo  in 

181 3,  picked  up  by  John  Jacobs  a  sol- dier of  that  war. 

L.  D.  Gale — Old  three-tine  fork  made 
by  a  blacksmith  in  1824. 

Stannard  Brothers— Pair  of  deer  skin 
moccasins  bought  of  Indians  in  the  early 
settlement  of  Chautauqua  County,  also 
bead  work  bag,  and  a  silk  work  bag. 
Black  silk  shawl,  very  old.  Sugar  bowl. 
Spirit  lamp  and  tea  kettle.  Two  books, 

"The  History  of  the  Arabic  Notation,'' Nautical  Almanac.  Merino  shawl  worn 

by  the  late  Mrs.  Eallman  Stannard  six- 
ty-five years  ago.  Red  shawl,  worn  by 

the  mother  of  the  Stannard  Brothers, 



418 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

Mrs.  F.  Stannard,  about  sixty-five  years 
R^o.    Red  quilt. 

Elderkins  Sisters  —  Tortoise  shell 
comb  worn  by  Nancy  Norton,  Berlin. 
Conn.,  about  ninety  years  ago,  cost 
thirteen  dollars.  Photographs  of  the 
late  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Elderkins.  Pew- 

ter platter  two  hundred  fifty  years  old. 
Housewife  or  hussy  one  hundred  five 
years  old.  An  example  of  letters  worked 
on  cloth  in  the  year  1800.  Needle  case 

with  samples  of  cloth  of  their  grand- 
father's wedding  coat  made  1789.  Old 

cup  and  saucer  and  plate.  A  mug  one 
hundred  thirty  years  old. 

J.  W.  Hubbard — Pewter  cup  one  hun- 
dred years  old. 

Mrs.  Ella  Keith — Silver  table  spoon 
and  four  small  teaspoons  of  Gen.  Noyes 
Palmer  furnished  by  his  granddaughter. 

Henry  Thorpe — An  old  Bible,  date  of 
book  1600.  Group  of  dishes  about  eigh- 

ty years  old.  Candle  sticks  and  snuf- 
fers. 

A.  M.  Hawley — Three  plates,  two 
dishes  one  hundred  twentv-five  vears 
old. 

J.  W.  and  J.  N.  Morton — Cartridge 

box,  used  by  their  grandfather,  '  John Morton,  in  the  War  of  181 2. 
C.  C.  Eisher — Conch  shell  one  hun- 

dred fifty  years  old;  found  by  a  sea 
captain,  an  ancestor. 
George  Tefift — Pen  knife  brought 

from  England  by  the  grandmother  of 
the  late  Elizabeth  Tefft ;  age  of  knife 
one  hundred  ten  vears  old.  Belt  and 
sword  of  Corporal  Lyman  Tefft  used  bv 
him  in  the  Civil  War,  loaned  by  his 
grandson  Milton  Tefft. 

M.  E.  Gifford— Old  flint  lock  musket 
and  bayonet  used  in  the  War  of  1812- 
1814. 

JAMES H.  G.  and  G.  H.  Crawford — Sword 
and  silk  sash  worn  in  War  of  1812. 

Gun,  belt,  forty-two  bullets  and  suit  of 
coat  and  pants  taken  from  Boxer  at 
Pekin.  Suit,  coat  and  pants  worn  by 
Imperial  soldier  supposed  to  be  the 
crack  regiment  of  China.  Two  pairs  of 
Chinese  shoes.  Suit;  coat,  pants,  hat, 
shoes  and  canteen  and  strap  worn  bv 
Serg.  Guy  Hayes  Crawford  in  the  Phil- 
lipines.    Two  bolos  used  by  bolo  men 

Amos  Eord — Journal  of  the  life  of 
Thomas  Story,  dated  1747,  owned  by  the 

late  Wing  R.  Walbridge.  Pike's  Arith- 
metic, 1804;  Walker's  Dictionary,  1813; 

property  of  the  late  Wing  R.  Walbridge 
date  of  writings  1653  to  1689. 

Marie  C.  Inwood — One  lady's  riding 
saddle,  ridden  by  the  wife  of  Isaac  Car- 

penter in  the  year  181 1  from  Burling- 
ton, Vermont,  to  Chautauqua  County. 

H.  B.  Cook — One  large  pocket  knife, 
taken  from  a  rebel  soldier  by  Charles 
Bohol  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army  in 
the  Civil  War. 

Mrs.  I.  N.  Button — One  picture  of  E. 
Daniels,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the 
town  of  Harmony  and  a  soldier  of  the 
War  of  t8i2. 

].  M.  Daniels — One  pocket  knife  pre- 
sented by  J.  M.  Daniels  used  through 

five  generations. 
James  Hawkins — Eamily  Bible  one 

hundred  and  seventv-three  vears  old. 
Used  in  the  Hawkins  family  through 
seven  generations. 

Julia  Coats — English  Dictionarv,  re- 
bound ;  said  to  be  verv  old.  One  an- 

cient deed  recorded  in  1637. 

Nathaniel  Smith — Copy  of  Ulster 
County  Gazette.  Issue  of  January  4th, 
1800;  containing  account  of  burial  of 
George  Washington. 

B.  F.  Lewis — Assessment  roll  of  the 
town  of  Harmony  for  the  year  1827. 
Wm.  Hosier — Decorated  pitcher  one 

hundred  years  old. 
Mrs.  A.  Robinson — Brass  candlestick 

used  through  five  generations  of  the 
Hoyt  family. 

Mrs.  Phelps — Teapot.  Sugar  bowl 
and  pitcher  (pewter  ware)  used  in  the 
Chamberlain  family  through  four  gen- 
erations. 

TOWN 

in  Phillipine  War.  Three  shells  cap- 
tured from  Phillipines.  Two  swords 

worn  by  bolo  officers  in  Phillipines. 
One  piece  of  fancy  work  made  bv  Phil- 

lipine lady  in  Manila.  Piece  of  ribbon 
taken  from  General  Lawton's  casket 
while  lying  in  state  at  Paco  church, 
Manila  by  Sergeant  Guy  Crawford. 
Spur  worn  by  H.  G.  Crawford  in  War 
of  Rebellion.  Picture  of  Sergeant  Guy 
H.  Crawford. 
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Guy  H.  Crawford  enlisted  from  New 

York  City  in  the  Ninth  New  York  \'ol- 
unteer  Infantry,  May  2,  1898,  Spanish- 
American  War,  was  discharged  as 
Corporal  November  15,  1898.  He 

again  enlisted  and  was  assigned  to  Com- 
pany H,  Forty-sixth  Volunteer  Infan- 

try for  Phillipines.  Was  detailed  to 
Regiment  Headquarters  as  clerk  for 
Adjutant. 

Large  Paintings  l:>v  Greaves — Judge 

Robt.  N.  Marvin,  Mrs.  Robt.  N.'MaV 
vin.  Judge  Elial  T.  Foote,  Samuel  Bar- 

rett, Solomon  Jones,  Robert  Newland, 

Judge  Orsel  Cook,  William  Broad- 
head,  Senator  R.  E.  Fenton. 

children  group,  Fllick  Jones,  Mrs.  Ellick 
Jones,  Dr.  Cornelius  Ormes,  Mrs.  Cor- 

nelius Ormes  and  daughter  Julia,  Wil- 
liam H.  Tew,  Mrs.  William  H.  Tew. 

Adolphus  Fletcher,  Mrs.  Adolphus 
kdetcher,  Septimus  Perkins,  Mrs.  Septi- 
nuis  Perkins,  Dr.  Broudfit,  Elmer  Free- 

man, Mrs.  Elmer  Freeman,  James  Hall, 
l\Irs.  James  Hall,  Simeon  W.  Parks, 
Mrs.  Simeon  W.  Parks,  John  Scott,  Mrs 

John  Scott,  Daniel  Hazeltine,  Mrs.  Dan- 
iel Hazekine,  William  Post,  Mrs.  Wil- 

liam Pots,  Zalmon  Keeler,  Mrs.  Zal- 
mon  Keeler,  Judge  J.  C.  Mullett,  Mrs. 
J.  C.  Mullett,  Alvin  Plumb,  i\liss  Plumb. 

Small    engravings    of    ludge  James 

MILITARY  EXHIBIT,  CITY  OF  JAMESTOWN. 

Fenton,  Alonzo 
William  Mace, 

Crayons — Mrs.  R.  E 
Kent,  Levi  Barrows, 
Mrs.  Wm.  Mace. 

Old  Paintings  bv  Arnold  and  others — 

WilHam  Hall^Mrs.  William  Hall,  Sam- uel Brown,  Mrs.  Samuel  Brown,  Judge 
Abner  Hazeltine,  Mrs.  Abner  Hazel- 
tine,  Henry  Baker,  Mrs.  Henrv  Baker, 
Col.  Augustus  F.  Allen,  Mrs.  Augustus 
F.  Allen,  George  W.  Tew,  Mrs.  George 
W.  Tew,  Albert  Jones,  Mrs.  Albert 
Jones,  Silas  Shearman,  John  Shearman. 
Mrs.  John  Shearman. 

Portraits — Richard  Arnold,  Arnold 

Prendergast,  Alexander  T.  Prender- 
gast,  Mrs.  Alexander  T.  Prendergast, 
James  Prendergast, 

Cravons  or  Photographs — Dr.  W.  P. 
Bemus,  Prof.  Edward  F.  Dickinson, 
Daniel  Grandin,  Mrs.  Daniel  Grandin. 
Dr.  Wm.  Hedges,  C.  C.  Burtch,  Silas 

Tiffany — oil  painting  made  in  Cincin- 
nati in  1817;  Jebiel  Tiffany,  Hon, 

Worthy  Putnam — first  superintendent 
of  schools  in  Chautauqua  Countv  ;  Rev. 
Zachariah  Edd\-,  Rev.  Hiram  Eddy, 
Samuel  Hall,  Mrs.  Samuel  Hall,  Solo- 

mon Jones,  Mrs.  Solomon  Jones,  Smith 
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Seymour,  Doctor  Harrison,  Mrs.  Harri- 
son, Elijah  Bishop,  A.  B.  Cobb,  Mrs. 

A.  B.  Cobb,  Hiram  Kinney,  Mrs.  Hi- 
ram Kinney,  Mrs.  Ebenezer  Upham,  J 

W.  Upham,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Upham,  Judge 
John  J.  Kinney,  James  Knapp,  Mrs. 
James  Knapp,  William  J.  Cobb,  Norval 
B.  Cobb,  N.  K.  Ransom,  Mrs.  N.  K. 

Ransom,  Elder  Henry,  C.  R.  Lock- 
wood,  Mrs.  C.  R.  Lockwood,  James 

Prendergast,  Kittie  Prendergast — col- 
ored photographs ;  Albert  Partridge, 

Mrs.  Albert  Partridge. 

Daguerreotypes — Dr.  Laban  Hazel- 
tine,  Joel  Partridge,  Mrs.  Isaac  Eddy, 
Mrs.  Alpheus  Hawley,  Samuel  B.  Win- 
sor,  Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Winsor,  Dr. 
Livingston,  William  Broadhead,  A.  B. 
Cobb,    Mrs.    A.    B.    Cobb,  Norval 
B.  Cobb,  Miss  Minuta  A.  Cobb, 
Elijah  Bishop  ,  Michael  Frank,  Betsy 
Stuart  Frank,  Henry  D.  Gates,  Eli  S. 
Gates,  Hollan  Gates,  Group — WilHam 
Lowrv,  Willian]  Hall,  Zalmon  Keeler, 

C.  C.'Burtch. 
Mrs.  Edward  C.  Bailey — Large  pho- 

tographs of  Rev.  Hiram  Eddy  and  Rev. 

Zachariah  Eddy.  Infant's  muslin  cap, 
linen  pocket  worn  on  outside  of  dress. 
Handsome  handkerchief  bag  of  beads. 

Justice  Job  Barnard,  Washington,  D. 
C. — Large  photograph  Worthy  Putnam, 
the  first  School  Commissioner  of  Chau- 

tauqua County. 

Ransom  J.  Barrows — One  volume 

Dr.  Lathrop's  Sermons.  One  side-sad- 
dle formerly  owned  by  the  Allen  family, 

the  grandmother,  Mrs.  Holbrook,  hav- 
ing used  it  in  her  ride  to  New  York 

State  from  New  England. 

R.  Jay  Barrows — Commission  of  his 
grandfather,  Levi  Barrows,  as  Ensign 
in  the  One  Hundred  Sixty-sixth  Regi- 

ment of  New  York  State  Infantry,  with 
rank  from  July  26,  1823,  dated  Novem- 

ber 6,  1823.  Signed  by  Governor  Jos  - 
eph C.  Yates.  Also  commission  of  same 

as  Captain  in  same  regiment  (with  rank 
from  March  7,  1827,)  dated  July  30, 
1827.  Signed  by  Governor  DeWitt 
Clinton. 

Mrs.  William  Marvin  Bemus— Old 
hymn  and  tune  book  dated  1809,  being 
principally  the  hymns  of  Dr.  Watts. 

Mrs.  Gustavus  A.  Bentley — Specimen 
of  finest  straw  braiding  done  by  her 

mother,  Anna  Aldrich  Williams,  in 
1850;  silver  medal  won  by  it  at  New 
York  State  Fair  same  year,  also  diplo- 

ma awarded  it.  Wedding  corset  beau- 
tifully stitched  sixty  years  ago  by  Anna 

A.  Williams.  Sampler  done  by  her  at 
eleven  years  of  age,  dated  1828.  Lovely 
old  silk  embroidery  in  satin  stitch  on 
hand  bag,  1797.  White  silk  handbag, 
painted  floral  design  on  back  and  front, 
the  work  of  Mrs.  Sally  Metcalf,  mother 
of  Mrs.  Williams. 

Sergeant  E.  W.  Bucklin — Worsted 
coverlet  woven  in  blue  and  white.  War 
relics. 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Burtcli — The  portrait  ot 
Chauncey  C.  Burtch.  Embroidered  pic- 

ture made  by  Mrs.  L.  W.  Davis  in  1810. 
White  muslin  apron  embroidered  in 
colors  by  Mrs.  Burtch  in  1849.  Lin- 

en lunch  pocket,  181 5.  Mahogany  tea 
tray  in  use  1792.  Two  silhouettes,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Merrill  Davis.  Warming  pan, 
181 5.  Daguerreotype  group  of  village 
trustees,  Jamestown,  1855,  William 
Hall,  C.  C.  Burtch,  Augustus  F.  Allen, 
Zalmon  G.  Keeler,  Nelson  Butler,  Mad- 

ison Burnell,  Samuel  Crosby. 

Benjamin  W.  Cook — Boston  Gazette, 
dated  March  12,  1770,  framed.  Old  vio- 

lin brought  from  New  Orleans  in  1845, 
said  to  be  two  hundred  years  old. 
Mrs.  Alexis  Crane — Large  plate, 

flowing  blue  china,  eighty  years  old. 
Salt  dish,  heavy  glass,  eighty  years  old. 
Beautiful  tortoise  shell  comb,  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Bead  bag,  very  old, 
and  choice. 

Benjamin  S.  Dean — Revolutionar}' 
pamphlets  and  Constitutional  History 
bound  in  seventeen  volumes. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Dickinson — File  of 
school  newspapers  edited  and  composed 

by  students,  dated  1846.  Large  photo- 
graphs of  old  Academy  situated  corner 

Spring  and  Fourth  streets.  Portrait  of 
her  father,  Edward  A.  Dickinson,  long 
the  principal  of  Jamestown  Academy. 

Mrs.  Fred  S.  Eddy — Two  very  old  tall 
brass  candlesticks. 

Jamestown  Fire  Department — Old 
fire  engine  ''Active"  1832. 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Fairbank — Morse's  geo- 
graphy i2mo.,  1806. 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Forbush — Daguerreotype 
and  old  book. 

Miss  Mary  E.  Fletcher — Pewter  tea 
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service  and  tray,  coffee-urn  and  two 
platters. 

Mrs.  Helen  J.  Falconer — Large  col- 
lection consisting*  of  several  costumes 

worn  one  hundred  years  ago,  one  being 
white  mull  elegantly  embroidered.  Fine 
point  lace  cap,  a  rare  old  necklace  in 
fine  colored  beads,  old  time  fire  arms, 
snuff  box,  linen  handkerchief,  shoe 
buckles,  knee  buckles  and  one  for  the 

cloak,  of  silver,  besides  many  minor  ob- 
jects. Heirlooms  descending  from  Rob- 

ert Falconer  of  Warren,  Pa.,  father  of 

Robert  Morris's  survey.  Large  num- 
ber of  school  books,  including  the  Eng- 
lish Reader,  (beloved  of  our  forefath- 

ers), Kirkham's  Grammar,  Town's 
Spelling  Book,  etc.  Pair  saddle  bags, 
portmanteau,  several  well  preserved 
bonnets  of  seventy  years  ago,  foot  stove, 
pair  lace  under  sleeves,  hair  trunk. 

Mrs.  Fred  E.  Hatch — White  canton 
crape  long  shawl,  embroidered  and 
fringed.  Red  silk  shawl,  one  hundred 
twenty-five  years  old.  Red  and  white 
home  woven  coverlet.    Pieced  bedquilt. 

A  SECTION  OF  THE  JAMESTOWN  EXHIBIT. 

Patrick  Falconer  and  William  T. .  Fal- 
coner. 

Mrs.  Frank  Edward  Gifford— Por- 

traits of  Governor  and  Mrs.  R.  E.  Fen- 

ton,  daguerreotype  of  the  Governor 
when  vounger.  Gold  locket  containing 
miniatures  of  the  above.  A  fine  oriental 

topaz  brooch.  White  lace  mantel. 

Crimson  crape  shawl  worn  by  Mrs.  Fen- 
ton.  Old  jewelry  also  worn  by  her. 

Photographs  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 

Prendergast  and  those  of  their  son 

James  and  daughter  Katherine. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  C.  Gifford— 

Snuff  box.  Melodeon,  the  smallest  size 
known.  Two  old  flutes,  violin,  guitar 
fortv-two  years  old.  Square  ])iano  over 
one  hundred  vears  old.  Soup  ladle  made 
from  silver  melted  in  the  burning  of  the 
Predergast  house  in  1846. 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Henderson— Outline  map 
of  Olean  made  l)v  Sihs  Tiffany  in  1836. 
Curious  old  scales  for  weighing  the 
precious  metals.  Deer  skin  covered 
trunk  made  by  Mr.  Tiffany.  Embroid- 
erv  of  Mrs.  Silas  Tiffanv  in  silk  on  lace, 
\,vorsted  on  cloth,  and  dainty  work  in 

cotton  on  infant's  wardrobe.    Map  of 
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United  States  made  by  Lucy  Hyde  at 
the  Westfield  Academy  1829.  A  school 

girl's  al1)um  of  hers  dated  at  same  place 
1828.  A  side  saddle  given  her  by  her 

step-father,  Benjamin  Budlong,  in  1830, 
made  by  Silas  Shearman,  the  first  sad- 

dler in  Jamestown. 
Mrs.  Henry  Downer  Ingraham — Two 

cameo  brooches  formerly  worn  by  Cor- 
nelia R.  Tiffany  and  Frances  L.  Tiffany. 

Black  lace  veil  embroidered  by  Miss 
Hannah  Foster.  Daguerreotypes  of 
Mrs.  Hannah  Budlong,  Silas  Tif- 

fany and  Mrs.  Tiffany.  Old  portrait  of 
Mr.  Tiffany  painted  at  Cincinnati,  181 7. 

Journal  Printing  Company  —  Copy 
Jamestown  Journal,  dated  1826,  framed. 

Mrs.  Charles  L.  Jeffords.  Very  old 
clock,  called  from  its  shape  the  banjo 
clock. 

Mrs.  Henry  C.  Leet — Daguerreotype 
of  Henry  Gifford  of  Mayville. 

Robert  N.  Marvin — Large  portraits 
Judge  R.  P.  Marvin  and  Mrs.  Isabella 
Newland  Marvin. 

Albert  S.  Price — Four  generations  of 
the  Price  family  daguerreotypes  framed 
together,  being  as  follows:  First, 
Charles  Price,  son  of  Stephen  and  Eliz- 
beth  Price  born  Hanover,  New  Jersey, 
April  20,  1786.  Second,  Mary  Neff  born 
Oct.  18,  1792.  Charles  Price  and  Mary 
Neff  married  1809,  coming  to  Chautau- 

qua 1826.  Third,  Wilson  A.  Price,  son 
of  Charles.  Fourth,  Amy  Butler,  his 
wife,  came  to  Chautauqua  1829,  married 
1840.  Fifth,  Caleb  Butler,  father  of 
Amy,  born  Vermont  1792.  Sixth,  Clark 
Kimberly  born  181  t.  Seventh,  Polly 
Green  born  181 5.  Clark  Kimberly  and 
Polly  Green  married  1834.  Exhibited 
also  hetchel  used  in  preparing  flax,  and 
wooden  mortar  and  pestle. 

Septimus  Perkins — Two  dollar  bill  of 
the  colony  of  New  York. 

Mrs.  Daniel  H.  Post — Four  elegant 
candelabra.  Specimen  wool  carpet,  first 
woven  in  Jamestown  by  Daniel  Hazel- 

tine,  grandfather  of  D.'H.  Post.  Jew- elry of  Mrs.  Robert  Newland  consisting 
of  brooch,  earrings  and  bracelet  of  mo- 

saics.   Brooch  cameo  and  pearls. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  H.  Proudfit— 

Elmer  Freeman's  hat  sign  1826,  the 
first  hatter  in  Jamestown.  Three  pic- 

tures, one  embroidered  bv  Mrs.  Lewis 
Hall.    Portrait  Doctor  Proudfit.  Mili- 

tary sash  of  Doctor  Proudfit.  Vest. 
Bellows  top  trunk  made  by  Silas  Shear- 

man. Foot  stove,  (Mrs.  Elmer  Free- 
man.) Silver  cake  basket,  Mrs.  Lewis 

Hall.  Ribbon,  formerly  belonging  to 
Miss  Hannah  Freeman.  Mantilla  worn 

in  1852.  Cup  and  saucer,  plate  from 

Tiffany's  store  in  the  thirties.  Pair 
vases,  Mrs.  Doctor  Proudfit's. 

Mrs.  Martha  Fuller  Prather— Old 
linen  towels  made  of  flax  raised,  spun 
and  woven  on  the  Fuller  farm  in  Poland 

seventy  years  ago.  Brass  candlestick, 
wooden  salt  bowl,  sampler,  etc. 

Rescue  Engine  Company — Oldest  cer- 
tificate in  city,  permitting  formation  of 

Fire  Company,  No.  i,  dated  1829. 

Signed  by  the  village  Trustees — Samuel 
A.  Brown,  Elmer  Freeman,  Silas  Tif- 
fany. 

Mrs.  Junius  Rogers — Child's  muslin dress,  the  fine  work  on  which  was  done 
hy  Minerva  Knight  Arnold  in  the  early 
forties. 

Mrs.  H.  B.  Rawson — Large  photo- 
graphs Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harrison,  the  for- 

mer the  first  dentist  in  Jamestown.  Sil- 
ver butter  knife  made  bv  Dr.  Harrison. 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Skiff— Engraved  portrait 
of  Hiram  Smith.  Scarlet  feather  orna- 

ment worn  by  Major  Smith  in  militia 
parades.  Finest  embroidery  of  Mrs. 

Smith  and  Mrs.  Love  on  infant's  dress, 
cap  and  skirt.  Beautiful  chemisette. 

Pieced  bedquilt,  Mrs.  Skiff's  grand- 
mother's, called  by  her  the  American 

Star  Quih. 
Miss  Minnie  E.  Shaw — Silk  shawl 

more  than  a  century  old,  worn  by  her 
grandmother.  Two  reward  of  merit 
books,  i8ro  and  181 1.  Black  silk  bon- 

net worn  one  hundred  years  ago.  Sil- 
ver spoon  one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  George  S.  Tuckerman — Portrait 
of  James  Hall.  Portrait  of  Mrs.  James 
Hall.  Silhouette  of  Silence  Cheney  Nel- 

son. New  England  Primer.  Bill  roll 
belonging  to  Mr.  Hall. 
John  H.  Tiffan}^ — Portrait  of  Jehial 

Tiffany,  father  of  J.  H.  Tiffany  and  Al- 
bert J.  Tiffany. 

Mrs.  Horton  Tiffany— Map  of  the 
village  of  Jamestown,  i860.  Photo- 

graphs of  family.  Six  carpenter's  tools 
of  wood,  very  old.  Three  woven  worst- 

ed coverlets  blue  and  white.  Home  em- 
broidered, fine  muslin  collar  and  sleeves, 
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Solid  brass  candlestick  one  hundred 

years  old.  Tin  lantern.  Commissions 
of  Michael  Frank,  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Tiffany,  four  in  number,  framed.  First 

Sergeant  in  Lieutenant  Amos  Bird's 
Company,  One  Hundred  Sixty-second 
Regiment,  June  i8,  1816.  Ensign  in 
One  Hundred  Sixty-second  Regiment 
May  7,  181 8.  Lieutenant  in  One  Hun- 

dred Sixty-second  Regiment  March  31, 
1820.  Captain  in  One  Hundred  Sixty- 
second  Regiment  June  14,  1823. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  LTpham — Dresser  cover 
in  marvelously  fine  stitching  made  by 
her  grandmother,  Hannah  Sherwood  in 
1819.  Daguerreotypes  of  Kinney  fam- 
ily. 

Mrs.  Alice  Shaw  Upham — Linen 
sheets  of  Mrs.  Warner  D.  Shaw,  home 
woyen.  Daguerreotypes  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  W.  D.  Shaw,  also  a  group,  Alice 
Shaw,  Ellen  Shaw  and  Thomas  A.  Shaw. 

Mrs.  Fred  Wilkinson — Ancient  Eng- 
lish Bible,  dated  1625. 

MINA 

J.  E.  Ottaway — Goblet  of  hammered 
silver.  This  goblet  has  been  in  the  Ot- 

taway family  for  two  hundred  seventy- 
five  years  and  bears  the  initials  of  its 
owners  during  this  space  of  time,  the 
first  inscription  being  in  1630.  It  was 

brought  from  England  by  a  representa- 
tive of  this  family  in  the  early  part  of  the 

nineteenth  century.  Silver  watch,  one 
hundred  fifty  years  old,  brought  from 
England  by  Mrs.  Benjamin  Boorman, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Sherman.  Teapot,  one  hundred  years 
old.  Linen  sheet  about  one  hundred 

years  old.  A  board  rule,  used  in  one 
of  the  first  mills  in  the  western  part  of 
the  County  of  Chautauqua.  A  pewter 
pot,  about  one  hundred  years  old.  One 
flean  and  sausage  stufTer.  Shot  case. 
Indian  skinning  knife,  found  upon  the 
premises  purchased  by  James  Ottaway 
of  the  Holland  Land  Company.  Wood- 

en needle,  used  for  making  nets.  En- 
glish spelling  book,  English  prayer  book 

and  other  books  brought  from  England 
by  James  and  Horatio  Ottaway  in 
1823,  some  of  these  books  being  up- 

wards of  100  years  old. 
G.  F.  Ottaway — Brass  candlestick 

and  snuffers,  used  by  early  settlers,  sev- 
enty-five years  old. 

W.  A.  Spear — A  large  and  interesting- collection  of  Indian  relics  found  within 

the  County  of  Chautauqua.  Many  of 
these  interesting  specimens  were  discov- 

ered around  the  shores  of  Findley  Lake 

which  apparently  was  a  favorite  camp- 
ing ground  of  the  aborigines.  This 

collection  attracted  much  attention  from 

visitors  at  the.  Centennial.  Among  oth- 
er exhibits  were  a  spinning  wheel 

brought  from  Holland,  a  warming  pan 

one  hundred  years  old,  a  hickory  cane 
of  unique  growth  found  in  the  town  of 
Mina,  a  sugar  bowl,  a  tin  lantern,  and 
some  fine  specimens  of  natural  wood 
grown  in  the  town  of  Mina,  one  bread 
toaster,  a  pewter  water  flask,  one  hun- 

dred years  old,  water  pitcher,  collection 
of  crockery,  several  pieces  being  very 
old,  a  silk  shawl  purchased  in  Westlield 
in  1830,  mortar  and  pestle. 

Nancy  Recker — Articles  used  by  ear- 
ly settlers. 
Harriet  Moses — Creamer  and  bowls 

one  hundred  years  old. 

Nora  Pitt — Bible  purchased  in  pam- 
phlet form  in  London,  England,  by 

Jesse  Willard,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  the  town  of  Mina,  subsequently  bound 
and  brought  to  America  in  1827. 
Mary  Weaver — Cream  pitcher,  cup 

and  saucer,  ninety  years  old. 
Mary  P.  Hill — Snuff  box  one  hundred 

years  old,  sugar  bowl  and  cup,  and  other 
articles  used  in  the  log  houses  of  the 
early  settlers. 

Lizzie  White — Bible  one  hundred  five 

years  old. 
Mrs.  Robert  Weaver — Tea])ot  one 

hundred  seventy-five  years  old. 
Mrs.  Christian  Shum — A  water  flask- 

brought  from  German}',  a1:)OUt  one  hun- 
dred }  ears  old. 

Hattie  Knowles — A  geogra]:)h}'  al)out 
ninety  years  old. 

Portraits  of  the  earliest  settlers  were 
exhibited.  Among  them  were  James 
Findley,  the  first  settler  of  the  town  of 

Mina,  James  ( )ttaway  and  Horatio  Ot- 
taway, the  first  settlers  in  the  eastern 

part  of  the  town  of  Alina,  Richard  Ikiss 
and  wife,  early  settlers  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town  of  Mina,  Benjamin 
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Boorman,  the  first  settler  in  the  western 
part  of  the  town  of  Sherman.  There 
was  also  exhibited  picture  containing 
five  generations  taken  together,  being 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Boorman,  one  of  the 

original  settlers  of  the  town  of  Sherman, 
her  son  Edwin  Boorman,  her  grand- 

daughter Sarah  Buss,  her  great-grand- 
daughter Anna  Dean,  and  her  great- 

great-granddaughter  Baby  Dean, 

POLAND 

L.  F.Weeden — Map  of  the  English  and 
French  Dominions  in  North  America, 
wherein  the  lands  claimed  and  encroach- 

ed by  the  French  and  their  forts  erected 
thereon  are  particularly  laid  down. 
Date  1769.  Bible  1769.  Two  solid  sil- 

ver table  spoolns,  one  hundred  fifty 

years  old,  owned  by  Civil  Perkins,  great - 
grandmother  of  Mr.  Weeden. 

Mrs.  Lydia  Benson  Crooker — Bible 
printed  in  1567,  brought  from  Holland. 
John  Carter — A  New  Guide  to  the 

English  Tongue,  by  Thomas  Dilworth 
of  Wapping  School,  England,  1740, 
printed  in  Boston,  1781.  The  Royal 
Standard  English  Dictionary,  presented 
to  Hannah  Carter  by  her  sister,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Fletcher,  wife  of  Adolphus 
Fletcher  of  Jamestown,  1818.  The  New 
England  Primer  improved,  or  an  easy 

and  pleasant  guide  to  the  art  of  read- 

ing, to  which  is  added  the  Assembly's Catechism,  1800. 

E.  M.  Bush — Bible,  very  old,  contain- 
ing record  of  Wheat  family  since  1744. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alonzo  Crosby — Silver 
Eagle  worn  on  his  military  cap  by  Otis 
Hitchcock,  father  of  Mrs.  Crosby,  in 

the  War  of  1812.  Note — Mrs.  Crosby's 
grandfather  Hitchcock  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  and  both  he  and 
his  son  Otis  in  the  War  of  1812.  Com- 

mission of  Eliakim  Crosby  as  Lieuten- 
ant in  the  One  Hundred  Sixty-second 

New  York  Militia,  given  by  Governor 
Wm.  L.  Marcy,  1835.  Gold  ear  rings 
worn  by  Otis  Hitchcock  1820.  Sampler 
worked  bv  Adehne  Hitchcock  Crowley, 
1835- 

Mrs.  Anna  Crosby  Nichols — Hymn 
book  used  by  Anna  Wheeler  DeLano, 
great-grandmother  of  Mrs.  Nichols. 

E.  C.  WilHams — Chair  made*  by  Sim- 
eon Williams  and  given  to  his  son  Sim- 
eon at  his  wedding  in  1800;  brought 

from  Hamilton  to  Genese.  County  in 
1805  and  thence  to  Gerry,  Chautauqua 
County,  in  1835.  Landmarks  of  Free- 
mansonry,  1849. 

Mrs.  Rose  Smith  Williams — Chair 
over  one  hundred  years  old  brought  to 

Poland  in  181 4  by  Col.  Nathaniel  Fen- 
ton,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  great- 

grandfather of  Mrs.  Williams.  After- 
ward owned  by  his  daughter  Orrilla, 

wife  of  Lieut.  Wm.  Smith  of  Ellery  who 

served  in  the  W^ar  of  181 2.  Trunk  over 
one  hundred  years  old  owned  by  Col. 
Nathaniel  Fenton.  First  dress  worn 

by  Betsy  Hills,  mother  of  Mrs.  Wil- 
liams, who  was  born  December  28,  1823, 

in  Ellery.  Purse  knit  in  181 5  by  Sally 
Hills  of  Ellery.  Rural  Repository  1830 to  1833. 

Mott  Smith — Table  made  by  Nathan- 
iel Fenton  in  1776  and  presented  to  his 

wife  as  a  wedding  gift.  Shears  used  by 
Orrilla  Smith  t8oo.    Book,  1795. 

Miss  Minnie  Akins — Apron  worn  by 
her  grandmother  Wilhelmina  Heine- man  1852. 

Dr.  J.  T.  Devoe — Ulster  County  Ga- 
zette, January  4,  t8oo,  containing  an  ac- 
count of  the  death  of  George  Washing- 

ton. 
Milo  Hitchcock — Singing  book,  very 

old,  bound  in  wooden  covers,  belonging 

to  Otis  Hitchcock.  Chautauqua  Re- 
publican printed  in  Jamestown  in  1829, 

containing  time  table  of  Steamboat  on 

Chautauqua  Lake  and  other  advertise- 
ments. Verses  making  sport  of  English 

troops,  1812. 
Mrs.  H.  V.  Corbet— Wooden  bowl 

made  from  birch  knot  seventy-five  years 
ago.  Bed  cord  made  of  horse  hair,  1824. 
Wooden  mortar.  Pewter  quart  cup. 
Wooden  trencher.  Pewter  tumbler. 

Hymn  book  one  hundred  years  old. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Perry  Saxton — Pictures 

of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seymour  Saxton  who 
settled  in  Ellington  in  1823.  Warming 

pan  owned  by  Mrs.  Saxton's  grandfath- 
er. Judge  Wm.  Peckham,  in  1803.  Blue 

plate  given  to  Judge  Wm.  Peckham  at 
his  wedding,  1803.  China  cup  and  sauc- 

er two  hundred  years  old,  owned  by  Mrs. 

Saxton's     father's  great-grandfather 
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Cross.  Buttonhole  cutter  owned  by 
Mrs.  Sarah  Tucker,  1827.  Foot  stove 
owned  by  Mrs.  Sarah  Tucker,  1827. 
Fan  one  hundred  years  okl  used  by 
EmeHne  Fowler. 

Mrs.  Amelia  Davenport — Pictures  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Morgan  who  came 
to  Dunkirk  in  1808.  Picture  of  Zacheus 
Davenport  taken  in  1845.  Zacheus 

Davenport's  license  as  an  exhorter, 
Whitington  Circuit,  Massachusetts*, 
1812.  Tickets  to  love  feast  of  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  Gerry  circuit,  1828. 
Certificate  to  teach  given  to  Abigail 
Emery  by  Dr.  William  Smith,  Town 

Superintendent  of 'Schools,  1848.  Certi- 
ficate of  good  conduct  given  to  Fanny 

Davenport,  then  four  years  old,  by 
Sarah  Griswold,  while  teaching  in  the 
log  school  house  in  the  Poland  Center 
District.  Pieces  of  English  money  dat- 

ed 1782,  1790,  1801,  1813.  American 
fifty  cents,  1829.  Set  of  wooden  needles 
used  in  knitting  harness  for  looms. 

Miss  Eva  Coffeen — Linen  sampler, 
one  hundred  twenty-five  years  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Delos  Merritt— China 
cup  and  saucer  over  one  hundred  fifty 

years  old,  owned  by  Mrs.  Merritt's 
great-grandmother,  Maria  Dorrence. 
Catechism  owned  by  Maria  Dorrence, 
1800.  Three  silver  teaspoons  over  one 

hundred  years  old,  owned  by  Mrs.  Mer- 
ritt's grandmother.  Pocket  worn  by 

Mrs.  Merritt's  grandmother,  Polly 
Bates.  Collection  of  coin  and  scrip  1827 
to  1882. 

Gurnsey  Palmer — Brass  pistol  car- 
ried by  Dorrence  in  the  War  of 

the  Revolution. 

Oscar  Carpenter — Account  book  of 
his  great-grandfather,  Caleb  Carpenter, 
1786  to  1804,  then  kept  by  his  grand- 

father, Comfort  Carpenter,  to  1834. 

Containing  also  record  of  the  Carpen- 
ter and  Wallis  famiHes  from  1742.  Da- 

boll's  arithmetic,  1799.  EngHsh  reader 
by  Lindley  Murray,  1823.  Book  of 
Knowledge,  1739,  owned  by  Jonathan 
Bosworth.  Certificates  of  good  scholar- 

ship given  to  Luther  Carpenter  by  his 
teachers.  Letter  by  WilHam  and  Rachel 
Hinckley  dated  Busti,  June  9,  1830. 

Hatch  Simmons — Flint  lock  rifle  car- 

ried by  Elias  Tracy  in  the  W^ar  of  the 
Revolution  1776  to  1783. 

Mrs.    Maritta   Parker — Hand  cards 

for  wool.  Coverlet  brought  by  the 
Burnell  family  from  Massachusetts, 
181 1.  China  plate,  1782.  Teapot  brought 
over  in  the  Mayflower  in  1620  by  ances- 

tors of  Isaac  Holland.  Blue  plate,  verv 
old,  given  by  Hobart  Newton.  Blue 
plate,  very  old,  given  by  Miss  Azuba 
Felt.  Pink  sugar  bowl  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old,  given  1)y  Miss  Felt. 
Small  plate,  very  old,  descended  in  the 
Griffith  family  and  given  by  Mrs.  Bird. 
Mulberry  platter  and  gravy  dish,  de- 

scended in  the  Barker  family,  very  old. 

Pepper  box  from  Mrs.  SafTord,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  Corbin,  an  early  settler. 

F.  F.  Osborne — Letter  dated  Lege- 
noy,  Ireland,  9th  June,  1803,  written  l^y 
Matthew  Johnston  to  his  brother  in 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 
Seward  Ireland — Powder  horn  car- 

ried by  his  grandfather,  Willet  Ireland, 
1795-    Copy  of  Chautauqua  Republican, 1830. 

Silas  J.  Wheeler — Picture  in  silk  em- 
broidery. The  landing  of  Columbus, 

wrought  by  Mary  Batchelder,  1800. 
Mrs.  Clara  Harrington — Pictures  of 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norton  Buel  Bill  who  set- 
tled in  Poland  in  1831.  Pair  of  pillow 

cases  made  by  Mrs.  Harrington's  moth- er, Mrs.  Ruth  Wyman,  from  linen  made 
by  her  grandmother  Mrs.  N.  B.  Bill. 
Book  of  Midwifery,  181 2,  by  Samuel 
Bard,  M.  D.,  President  of  the  College 

of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  the  State  of  New  York.  The 

Anatomy  of  the  Human  Body,  by  Wil- 
liam Chesselden,  surgeon  to  his  Majes- 

ty's Royal  Hospital  at  Chelsea,  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society  and  Member  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Surgeons  at  Paris, 
1740.  Printed  in  Boston,  1795.  Note — 
These  books  were  used  by  Mrs.  Har- 

rington's great-grandfather,  Dr.  Wy- 
man, in  his  practice  as  a  physician. 

Frank  Williams — Singing  book  used 

by  Mr.  Williams'  grandfather,  Simeon 
Williams,  in  1800. 

Mrs.  Agnes  Rugg  Williams — Chair 
owned  by  Constantine  Rugg,  1816.  Lace 

cap  and  first  dress  worn  by  Mrs.  Wil- 
liams, made  from  the  wedding  dress  of 

Edie  Nichols  Helmick,  1845. 

R.  E.  Edsall — Forty-five  dollar  Con- 
tinental bill,  1777.  Pewter  platter  made 

in  England  over  one  hundred  years  ago. 
Glass  salt  cellar  over  one  hundred  years 
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old.  Deed  of  land  in  Cayuga  County, 
1804.  School  record  District  number 
three,  Poland,  1840.  Pictures  of  the 
Presidents,  1844.  Pictures  illustrating 
the  story  of  the  Prodigal  Son,  1840. 
School  bill  of  Hiram  Akin  as  teacher, 

1848,  giving  names  and  days'  attendance 
of  pupils.  Old  letters  showing  manner 
of  folding  and  sealing  and  rates  of  post- 

age sixty  to  eighty  years  ago.  Steel 

bead  purse  fifty  years  old.  Child's  boots 
made  by  Mr.  Edsall,  1856,  and  worn  by 
his  son  Wright  Edsall.  Bodkin  and 
knife  made  by  Dr.  Stephen  Ashton, 
1835.  Sampler  worked  by  Mrs.  Edsall 
when  ten  years  old. 

Mrs.  Sophronia  Campbell  —  Fan. 
brought  from  France  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
De  Jean  about  1790.  Sword  carried  in 
the  War  of  1812,  by  Francis  Julian 
Sceavola  De  Jean. 

Mrs.  Emily  Clark— Volume  VII  of 
French  Bible,  printed  in  1730.  Brought 
from  France  in  1790  by  Louis  Charles 
De  Jean. 
Mrs.  Alice  Gifford  Conet — Linen 

sheet  made  by  her  grandmother,  Me- 
liitable  Sherman,  1800. 
Mrs.  Hattie  Thatcher  Helmick — 

Baby's  cap  one  hundred  thirty  years 
old,  worn  by  Onesimus  Hitchcock.  Mitts 
made  from  cloth  brought  from  England 
one  hundred  fifty  years  ago.  Descend- 

ed from  Mrs.  Workman,  the  great- 
great-grandmother  of  Mrs.  Helmick. 
Dress  first  worn  by  Mrs.  EHza  Carpen- 

ter Thatcher  sixty  four  years  ago,  then 
made  into  an  infant's  dress  for  her 
daughter,  now  Mrs.  Helmick,  afterward 

remodeled  and  worn  by  Mrs.  Helmick's 
two  sons,  being  the  first  dress  worn  by 
mother  and  sons.  Sampler  worked  in 
1832. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Davenport — Pewter  plate. 
Pewter  poringer  and  pepper  box  each 
over  one  hundred  years  old. 

Fred  Fairbank — Masonic  medal  given 
Pearley  Fairbank  when  initiated  into 
Harmony  Lodge,  Northfield,  Massa- 

chusetts, November  15,  1797. 
John  Donaldson — Choice  collection 

of  foreign  and  United  States  coins,  rep- 
resenting the  currency  of  twenty-seven 

dififerent  countries  and  dating "  as  far back  as  t6oo. 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Older— Fork  and  spoon  ow- 
ned by  her  grandmother,  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Mexican  coin,  very  old. 
Mrs.  Ella  Sweet  Wynne — Daguereo- 

types  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  Dollof¥. 
Deeds  by  Holland  Land  Company  to 
Nicholas  Dolloff  of  lots  thirty-three, 
thirty-four  and  other  lands  in  Poland, 
1830  and  1831.  Mortgage  dated  1816, 
for  twelve  hundred  twenty-one  dollars, 
given  by  Nathan  Cass  and  wife  to  Nich- 

olas Dollofif  on  land  in  Jamestown  lying 
west  of  Main  and  south  of  Second 
streets.  Signed  before  Seth  Kidder  and 
Thomas  Disher  and  acknowledged  be- 

fore Matthew  Prendergast.  Certificate 
for  four  shares  in  the  Chautauqua 
Steamboat  Company,  amount  two  hun- 

dred dollars,  dated  1828,  signed  by  Al- 
vin  Plumb,  Secretary.  Two  shipping 
bills  of  goods  from  Pittsburg  to  War- 

ren on  keel  boat  Bob  Handy,  dated 
1827  and  1828.  Receipt  given  for  post- 

age by  J.  Kenyon,  Assistant  Postmaster 
at  Jamestown,  1838.  Letter  dated  1829, 
of  M.  Cluey  &  Company.,  bankers  of 
Pittsburg,  concerning  note  of  twenty- 
nine  hundred  fifty-one  dollars  in  favor 
of  Nicholas  Dollofif.  Brass  pistol  owned 
in  the  Dollofif  family  one  hundred  fifty 
years.  Hand  bellows  used  by  Dollofif 
ninety  years  ago.  Linen  towel  woven 
by  Mrs.  Susan  Dollofif,  1817.  Linen 
towel  woven  by  Mrs.  James  Sweet, 

1827.  Bible,  1810,  bought  by  Mrs.  Su- 
san Dollofif  at  Bridgewater,  New  Hamp- 

shire, 181 2.  Stand  cover,  hand  painted, 
1820.  Rate  bills  of  School  District 
number  three,  Poland,  1842  and  1843. 

Miss  Emeline  Sweet — China  cup  and 
saucer  given  to  Miss  Sweet  by  her  aunt, 
Mrs.  Susan  Dollofif.  Photographs  of 

James  and  Sally  Clark  Sweet.  Note — 
James  Sweet  who  married  Sally  Clark 
moved  with  an  ox  team  from  Rhode  Is- 

land in  181 1  to  four  miles  west  of  James- 
town with  five  small  children.  They 

both  died  at  the  residence  of  their  son, 
Maxon  Sweet  in  Poland  in  1875,  he  at 

the  age  of  ninety-six  and  she  ninety- four. 

Newel  Cheney — Photograph  of  Nel- 
son E.  Cheney  at  the  age  of  ninety-six, 

taken  by  his  sister  Ruby's  great-grand- 
son, Fred  Baker,  of  Jamestown.  The 

picture  represents  him  sitting  by  the  fire 
place  in  the  house  he  built  at  Poland 
Center  in  1834.  He  came  to  Chautau- 

qua County  in  181 1.    His  father  Ebe- 
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nezer  Cheney  first  came  in  1808  and 
took  up  land  on  the  Stilwater.  He  was 
the  first  of  the  many  early  settlers  who 
came  from  Wardsboro,  Vermont,  in- 

cluding the  Halls,  Hazeltines,  Harveys, 
Davises,  Joneses,  Searses,  Aliens,  Kid- 
ders  and  others.  He  took  up  many 
tracts  of  timbered  lands  in  Carroll  and 
Poland  and  devoted  much  time  in  as- 

sisting other  settlers  in  locating  homes. 
Photograph  of  Mrs.  Maria  Hall 
of  Jamestown  at  the  age  of  nine- 

ty. She  was  a  sister  of  Nelson 

E.  Cheney  and  daughter  of  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier.  In  the  summer  of 

1820,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  she  resid- 
ed in  the  town  of  Poland  as  housekeeper 

for  her  father  and  brother  who  had 
built  their  first  house  on  Dry  Brook. 
Invitations  to  balls  and  social  dances, 
1812  to  1816,  sent  to  Nelson  E.  Cheney, 
signed  by  the  following  young  men  of 
Jamestown  and  vicinity  as  managers : 
A.  Hazeltine,  S.  Tiffany,  E.  Jones,  E.  T. 
Eoote,  Thomas  Disher,  Wm.  Clark,  S. 
Curtice,  J.  Saunders,  L.  Parker,  Hiram 
Benson,  James  Bemus,  E.  Davis,  Wm. 
Eenton,  Royal  Keyes,  Wm.  Martin, 
James  Miller,  Benj.  Covel,  Peleg  Ben- 

son, Edmond  Rice,  E.  Eames,  Imry 
Perry,  Clark  Winsor,  Pearly  Youngs, 
E.  Youngs,  S.  Youngs,  Hiram  Benson, 
Joseph  Jenkins,  J.  A.  Thompson,  Jr., 
and  S.  Kidder.  Two  of  these  dances 

were  held  at  the  Jamestown  Hotel,  two 
at  the  house  of  Wm.  Bemus,  one  at  N. 

Cass's  Inn,  one  at  Jones's  Assembly 
Room,  one  at  Stephen  Frank's,  one  at 
the  Assembly  Room  of  Simeon  Covel, 

one  at  E.  Allen's  Ball  Room,  one  at  the 
Assembly  Room  of  Robert  Miles  in  Pine 
Grove.  All  these  dances  began  at  one 

or  two  o'clock  P.  M.  Letter  of  Thomas 
W.  Harvey  dated  at  Dover,  Vermont, 
1 814,  proposing  to  build  a  wool  carding 
machine  and  perhaps  a  cotton  factory 
"on  the  outlet  of  the  lake  at  Pender- 
grasses"  now  Jamestown.  A  Fourth  of 
July  Ode,  181 2.  Premium  list  of  the 

Chautauqua  County  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, 1 82 1.  Notes  of  first  survey  of  the 

road  from  the  Cassadaga  bridge  (at 

Levant)  through  Kennedy  to  the  Cat- 
taraugus County  line  with  map,  by  Nel- 

son E.  Chenev,  1819.  Notice,  warning 

^  Nelson  E.  Cheney  to  "appear  at  Abel 
Wilcox's  on  the  first  Monday  in  Sep- 

teml)er,  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M,"  and  at 
"Mayville  Hotel  on  the  twenty-secon-I 
day  of  September  with  arms  and  equi])- 
ments  as  the  law  directs  for  military 

duty  and  there  await  further  orders," 
dated  August  29,  181 8,  signed  by  Joel 
Marsh.  Certificates  to  teach  given  to 
Geo.  W.  W.  Tanner  by  the  School  In- 

spectors of  the  Poland  Center  District, 
1839  and  1840.  A  new  introduction  to 
trade  and  business  1758,  owned  by  Gil- 
man  Merrill.  Fractional  currency,  181 5 
and  1816.  One  piece  twelve  and  one- 
half  cents,  Wilkesbarre  Bridge  Com- 

pany, Pennsylvania ;  one  six  and  one- 
fourth  cents.  Bank  of  Pittsburg ;  six 
and  one-fourth  cents.  Northwestern 
Bank  of  Pennsylvania,  Meadville.  Cum- 

mer's surveying,  1825.  Indian  relics 
found  in  Poland.  Fossils — Brachio- 

pods,  crinoid  stems,  corals,  etc. — found 
in  the  rocks  and  drift  in  Poland,  identi- 

fied and  named  by  Professor  G.  D.  Har- 
ris of  Cornell. 

Mrs.  Ellen  Cheney — Daguerreotype 
of  Bebe  Bullock,  wife  of  Arba  Blodget, 
born  in  1790.  Letter  of  Arba  Blodget 
written  at  Gorham,  New  York,  October 

15,  1 814,  to  Richard  Miller  of  Sugar- 
grove,  Pennsylvania.  The  postcri]:)t 
mentions  the  1)irth  of  Marian  Blodget 
October  16,  181 4.  Photograph  of  Lorin 
Blodget  born  in  Busti,  May  25,  1822; 

author  of  Blodget's  Climateology  and 
other  statistical  works ;  several  years 
editor  of  the  Textile  Record  of  Phila- 

delphia, a  voluminous  writer  and  con- 
tri1)utor  to  periodicals.  Letter  of  Baron 
Von  Humboldt  to  Lorin  Blodget,  1856, 

commending  his  researches  and  obser- 
vations in  climateology.  Copy  of  Blod- 

get's Climateology,  1857.  Mr.  Blodget was  the  first  to  use  the  isothermal  lines 
on  the  maps  of  this  book ;  the  first 

standard  work  on  the  su1:)ject.  A  child's chair  bought  for  Lorin  Blodget  in  1823 
and  afterward  used  in  the  Blodget  and 
Langdon  families.  Three  small  plates 
given  to  Lucinda  Blodget  l)y  her  father, 
Arba  Blodget,  at  her  wedding  with 
Laurens  A.  Langdon  January,  1832. 
Three  strings  small  beads  given  to  Ellen 
Langdon  when  one  year  old  by  Miss 
Elvira  Langdon  of  Genesee  County, 
1837.  Bonnet  and  caps  over,  sixty  years 

old  worn  by  the  older  children  of  Lau- 
rens A.  Langdon 's  family. 
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POMFRET 

A.  C.  May— Old  oil  painting  of  Miss 
Ruth  King,  painted  one  hundred  fifty 
years  ago  and  brought  to  Pomfret  by 
her  daug:hter  Mrs.  Ruth  (Smith)  Porter 
from  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  1811; 

Miss  Ruth  King  married  first,  
Smith,  a  Revolutionary  soldier  who  died 
on  his  way  home  from  the  war.  Mrs. 
Ruth    (King)    Smith    married  second 

 Graham ;   Mrs.   Ruth  Graham 
was  the  mother  of  John  and  Henry 
Graham,  inventors  of  Graham  bread. 
Cannon  ball  picked  up  on  a  Louisana 
battlefield  of  the  War  of  1812,  brought 
from  New  Orleans  by  George  Smith 
Porter  to  Pomfret  in  1830;  Rev.  George 
S.  Porter  was  one  of  the  first  pastors  of 
Trinity  church,  Fredonia,  for. two  years  ; 
born  Hartford,  Connecticut,  1800,  died 
Illinois,  1864.  Warming  pan  brought 
to  Pomfret  by  Stephen  Porter  in  1810, 
from  Hartford,  Connecticut ;  Stephen 
Porter  married  Ruth  Smith,  1796; 
Stephen  Porter  born  Hartford,  1775, 
died  Pomfret,  1842;  Ruth  (Smith)  Por- 

ter born  Hartford,  Connecticut,  1776 
died  Pomfret  1859.  Picture  of  Harvey 
May  and  Mrs.  Deborah  (Porter)  May, 
taken  in  Pomfret  in  1830;  Mrs.  Deborah 

(Porter)  May  was  born  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, 1807,  died  Pomfret  1887;  Mrs. 

Deborah  (Porter)  May  came  with  her 
parents,  Stephen  Porter  and  Ruth 
(Smith)  Porter,  and  brothers  and  sis- 

ters from  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  a 
covered  moving  wagon,  to  Pomfret  and 
settled  in  1810,  on  the  main  road  two 
miles  west  of  Fredonia.  One-half  cent, 
date  1804.  Two  iron  candlesticks, 
brought  by  Harvey  May  by  team  from 
Oneida  County,  New  York,  1824,  to 
Pomfret ;  Harvey  May  and  his  brother 
Chena  May  came  from  Oneida  County, 
New  York,  in  1824,  to  Chautauqua 
County ;  Harvey  May  settled  in  Pom- 

fret, Chena  May  settled  in  Westfield; 
Chena  May  was  in  partnership  with 
Jasper  Harrington  in  the  carding  mill 
and  cloth  dressing ;  Harvey  May,  born 
Oneida  County,  1801,  died  Pomfret, 
1871  ;  Chena  May,  born  Oneida  County 
1803,  died  Westfield  1830.  Receipt  to 
administrator  by  trustees  of  Westfield 
Methodist  Church  of  money  given  by 
Chena  May  by  will  to  assist  in  building 

a  meeting  house,  date  September  22, 
1832.  Photograph  of  Mrs.  Dolly  (May) 

Inman,  brought  from  Buffalo  to  Pom- 
fret in  1875,  who  lived  to  be  one  hun- 
dred years  and  seven  days  old ;  Miss 

Dolly  May  married,  first  Calvin  Edson, 
their  children  were  sixteen  in  number ; 

Mrs.  Dolly  Edson  married,  second  Ar- 
temas  Inman  ;  Mrs.  Dolly  (May)  Inman 
born  1782,  died  1882,  died  at  Smithfield, 
Madison  County,  New  York ;  more 
than  one  hundred  of  her  descendants  at- 

tended her  funeral ;  Mrs.  Inman  was  sis- 
ter of  Harvey  and  Chena  May, 

Hetchel  brought  by  Chester  May  in 
1836  to  Pomfret  on  the  Erie  Canal  and 
on  the  lake  from  Buffalo  to  Dunkirk ; 

Chester  May,  born  1759,  died  Pomfret 
1836;  Chester  May  was  father  of  Dolly, 
Harvey  and  Chena  May. 

Miss  M.  Stevens — Iron  mortar,  nine- 

ty years  old.  Kettle  brought  from  Hol- 
land thirty  years  ago.  AVorked  wallet 

carried  through  Revolution.  Baby's mitts  in  which  Grandmother  Durkee  was 

baptised.  Lustre  pitcher,  one  hundred 
years  old.  Cameo  jewelry,  very  old. 
Piece  of  dressing  gown  worn  by  Cap- 

tain Phineas  Stevens  of  Revolution. 
Lace  shuttle  and  bobbins. 

Mary  Andrews — Old  hair  jewelry. 
Bradley  Phillips — Iron  skillet  brought 

to  Chautauqua  by  ancestor  of  Phillips's 
family.    Iron  skillet. 

Jesse  Putnam — Rope  wheel  owned 
and  used  by  William  Plank,  1830.  Bel- lows. 

Miss  Bishop — Pewter  platter,  three 
hundred  years  old.  Early  English  dic- tionary. 

Mr.  May — Pewter  platter.  Warmingf 
pan.  Portrait  on  wood,  very  old.  Two 
silhouette  portraits. 

Lucius  Jones — Sign  of  Jamestown  Inn, 
1808,  first  inn  between  Buffalo  and  Erie. 
Mrs.  Crandall  of  Cordova — Picture 

worked  on  silk  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Lee,  born 

1790,  first  painting  teacher  of  the  Fre- 
donia Academy.  Poke  bonnet  worn  by 

Mrs.  Dr.  Lee.  Water  colors  done  by 
Mrs.  Dr.  Lee. 

Mrs.  Dana  and  Mrs.  Burrit — Collec- 
tion of  pictures  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Lee. 

Mrs.  Burrit — Sampler.  Washington 
coat  of  arms  by  Mrs.  Dr.  Lee. 
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Mr.  Gardner — Powder  horn  used  at 
Lexington. 

Mrs.  White— Old  bonnet.    ( )1  1  hat. 
Devillo  White — Chair  1814.  Com- 

mission of  Dr.  Squire  White,  first  Sur- 
rogate of  Chautauqua  County. 

Mrs.  L.  McKinstry — Chair  used  in 
Houghton  House,  1824. 

Mrs.  Skinner — Chair  used  in  General 

Barker's  family.  Watch  over  one  hun- 
dred twenty-five  years  old.  Tablecloth 

ninety  years  old.  Mahogany  stand 
ninety  years  old.  One-half  dozen  sil- 

ver spoons  made  by  first  jeweler  in 
Fredonia.  Photograph  of  first  Presby- 

terian church. 

Mrs.  F.  C.  Chatsey — Mirror  owned 
by  General  Risley.  Blue  platter  used 
in  Pettit  family.  Three  pewter  porin- 
gers.  Helmet  pitcher  brought  to  Chau- 

tauqua in  1805. 
Mrs.  E.  C.  Curtis — Cap  made  in  1830. 
R.  Hilton — Sword  used  in  i8t2  by 

grandfather  of  Orrin  Doolittle. 
Mr.  Colson — Sword  plowed  up  at 

Laona,  date  on  blade  1806. 
Willis  D.  Leet — Small  trunk  one  hun- 

dred fifty  years  old.  Dress  one  hun- 
dred twenty-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  Julia  Lord — Hair  trunk,  seventy 
years  old.  Blue  sugar  bowl.  Silver 
candlesticks  used  in  Risley  family. 
Three  pictures. 

Mrs.  Bradley  Annis — Blue  dish.  Pew- 
ter cup,  eighty  years  old.  Snufifers  and 

tray.  Two  horn  forks,  eighty  years  old. 
Pin  and  earrings,  very  old.  Two  spoons 
made  by  Bos  wart  h. 

H.  Madison — Picture,  "Meeting  of 
Washington  and  Lafayette." 

Mr.  Newton — Major's  commission  in New  York  State  Militia.  Shovel  handle 
1813. 

From  Historical  Room  of  D.  R.  Bar- 
ker Library — L^niform  of  General  Bar- 

ker. Sword  of  General  Barker.  Bill  of 
General  Barker  for  uniform  and  sword, 
Portrait  of  General  Barker.  Portraits 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buck.  Portrait  of  Mr. 

Frisbee.  Portrait  of  Al.  Gushing.  Por- 
trait of  General  Risley.  Portrait  of 

Hanson  Risley.  Portrait  of  D.  R.  Bar- 
ker. Portrait  of  Willard  McKinstry. 

Portrait  of  F.  A.  Redington.  Portrait 
of  A.  H.  Hihon.  Portrait  of  Mrs.  Philo 

Stevens,  first  white  girl  born  in  Pom- 

fret.  Oil  portrait  of  General  Barker. 
Oil  portrait  of  Mrs.  General  Barker. 

Picture  of  General  Barker's  home,  first 
brick  house  in  county.  Picture  of  stage 
coach.  Two  pictures  of  Fredonia  Com- 

mon. Picture  of  Abell  tombstone.  Pic- 
ture of  old  Academy.  First  Bible  used 

in  Baptist  church,  Joy  Hander,  pastor. 
Chautauqua  Gazette,  181 7.  New  York 
Censor,  181 2,  volume  one,  numl^er  thir- 

ty-five. Fredonia  Censor,  1827.  His- 
tory of  the  three  Thayers.  Memoir  of 

Judge  Zattu  Gushing.  Campaign  docu- 
ment of  W.  H.  Harrison.  First  sub- 

scription for  Fredonia  Academy.  Cata- 

logue of  Fredonia  Academy.  "Acade- 
mist,"  published  in  Fredonia  Academy. 
Brass  warming  pan.  Toy  cradle,  one 
hundred  years  old. 

Henry  Leworthy — "Devout  Exercises 
of  the  Heart,"  published  in  1801.  "Di- 

vine Hymns,"  published  in  Coopers- 
town,  in  1805.  Copy  "Young's  Night 
Thoughts,"  published  in  Troy  in  1805. 
Webster's  spelling  book,  published  in 
Concord,  N.  H.,  1838.  "EvangeHcal 
Primer,''  published  in  Boston,  1826. 
"The  Shepherd  of  Salisbury  Plain,"  pub- 

lished in  Philadelphia,  181 2.  Olney's 
School  Atlas,  pubhshed  in  1837.  "West- 

ern Literary  Messenger,"  published  in 1846.  Plaster  bust  of  Washington,  by 
the  late  Alvah  Bradish.  Columbian  star 

or  log  cabin  plate.  Landing  of  Lafay- 
ette plate.  States  plate.  LeGrange 

plate,  home  of  Lafayette.  Two  old  iron 
shovels.  Lustre  pitcher,  the  surrender 
of  Cornwallis.  Old  iron  skillet.  Tinder 
box.  Brass  lamp.  Pewter  creamer. 
Pewter  mug.  Pewter  quart  mug.  Old 

cash  box.  Map  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
svlvania,  from  Morse's  Universal  Geo- 

graphy, published  in  Charlestown, Mass- 
achusetts, May  I,  1793.  Copy  of  Morse's 

L^niversal  Geography.  Copy  of  "Writ- 
ings of  Tom  Paine,"  published  in  Al- 

bany, 1 791.  Copy  of  Mitchell's  Atlas, published  in  Philadelphia,  1853.  Copy 
of  English  reader,  published  in  1825, 
sold  by  H.  C.  Frisbee,  Fredonia.  Old 
hand  decorated  coffee  pot.  Old  Betty 
lamp.  Millenium  plate.  Coffee  pot, 
Landing  of  Lafayette.  Pair  of  boat 
pullers.  Old  toasting  fork.  Picture 
"Lmcle  Tom  and  Little  Eva."  Picture 
of  Washington.  Lantern.  History  of 

Chautauqua  County  by  Emory  F.  War- 
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ren.  Map  of  the  Great  West.  Pair 
cards.  Wood  mortar  pestle.  Large 
pewter  teapot.  Small  pewter  teapot. 
Pair  large  pewter  candlesticks.  Pair 
small  pewter  candlesticks.  Four  pew- 

ter plates.  Two  pewter  trenchers.  Two 
pewter  salt  cellars.  Two  pepper  boxes. 
Three  pewter  lamps.  Pair  hand  bel- 

lows. Two  pewter  mugs.  Six  knives 
and  forks.  Wood  candlestick.  Cut 

toddy  glass.  Horn  drinking  cup  lined 
with  silver.  Etched  horn  drinking  cup. 
Yeast  jar.  Silver  cream  pitcher.  Black 
bassalt  sugar  bowl.  Pair  mirror  knobs 

with  Commodore  Perry's  picture.  Log 
cabin  cream  pitcher.  Lovejoy  or  Anti- 
Slavery  plate.  Erie  Canal  pitcher  with 
portrait  of  Washington.  Chant,  the  art 
of  making  money  plenty.  Old  mirror. 
Grammar  published  in  1819,  Rutland 
Vermont.  Columbian  spelling  book, 

published  in  Cooperstown,  1821.  "Peter 
Parley  Grammar,"  published  in  Hart- 

ford, 1836.  "Patriot  Manual,"  published in  Utica,  1828. 

Mrs.  Arthur  Fox — Stage  book,  1830. 

Mrs.  West — Treatise  on  Astronomy, 
written  in  1806. 

S.  Avery — Spoon  moulds. 
Mrs.  Kingsland — Silver  castor,  placed 

l)efore  Lafayette  at  banquet  in  Fre- 
donia,  1825.  Badge  worn  by  Ben.  Wal- 

worth at  the  banquet  of  Lafayette, 1825. 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Gushing — Sash  worn  by 

Colonel  Abell  at  Lafayette's  visit  in 
1825.  Thanks  of  Congress  to  Lieut. 
W.  B.  Gushing,  United  States  Navy. 

Joseph  Brown — Spoon  brought  over 
on  the  Mayflower. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Corwin- — Dress  which  was 
buried  in  a  well  at  one  time  during  the 
Revolution  and  later  worn  at  first  ball 
in  Forestville. 

Mrs.  Chas.  L.  Webster — Medicine 
chest,  liquor  case,  watch  case  taken 

from  Commodore  Perry's  flagship. 
"Lawrence." 

Mrs.  William  White — Copy  of  Pan- 
theon, volume  one,  1830,  published  by 

students  of  Fredonia  and  Westfield. 

PORTLAND 

Lewis  James — Tavern  sign,  1808, 
James  Dunn,  first  tavern  in  town  of 
Portland. 

Wm.  AVest  —  Commission,  Calum 
Barnes,  first  postmaster  in  town  of 
Portland. 

Mrs.  Frank  Smith — Teapot.  Lan- 
tern. Flat-iron. 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Furman — Teapot,  one 
hundred  ten  years  old. 

David  Benjamin -- Teapot,  eighty 
years  old.    Sword  cane.    Sugar  bowl. 

Mrs.  O.  J.  Chamberlain — Cup  and 
saucer. 

Miss  Eliza  Howe — Cup  and  saucer, 
plate,  cup  and  sauce  dish.  Lantern. 

Mrs.  H.  J.  Dean — Cup  and  saucer. 
Picture.     Embroidered  collar,  bonnet. 

Miss  Ann  Grant — Tea  chest.  Wood^ 
en  bowl.  Piece  of  quilt.  Piece  of  cloth 
Flax.    Three  books.  Andirons. 

A.  L.  Mead — Petrified  bone.  Teapot 
sixty  years  old.  Chimese  and  collar, 
hand  embroidered.  Three  books.  Pew- 

ter plates.  Knife,  fork  and  spoon.  Can- 
dlestick, tray  and  snuf¥ers.  String- 

bells.  Canteen.  Cannon  ball.  Two 
minie  balls.    One  ball  shot. 

J.  A.  Powers — Chair,  ninetv  vears old. 

Mrs.  Nelson — Plate  and  spoon,  wood- 
en, from  Sweden. 

J.  J.  Hatch — Lustre  teapot  and  sugar 
1)owl,  art  is  lost.  Plates,  cup  and  sau- 

cer, sauce  dish.  Certificate  of  appoint- ment. 

Mrs.  J.  J.  Hatch— Sugar  bowl.  Milk 
pitcher.  Small  pitcher.  Creamer,  im- 

ported from  China. 
G.  D.  Tinker — Shot,  etc.,  tomahawk. 
Mrs.  F.  McGinnis — Bonnet,  parasol. 
T.  C.  Moss: — ^Masonic  apron.  Rock- 

ing chair.    Looking  glass. 

Jane  Hall — Picture.  Two  books. 
Pounder.  Ulster  County  Gazette,  1800. 

"The  Daily  Citizen,"  'Trodigal  Daugh- 
ter." Deed  1827.  Lantern.  Brass  ket- 

tle. Candlestick.  Counterpane.  State 
appointment.    Linen  towel.  . 

Ella  Brown — Couch  cover. 

George  Hicks — Bible,  one  hundred 
years  old.  Two  china  dogs  from  Eng- 

land. Bible  one  hundred  years  old. 
Chair  eighty  years  old. 
H.  Roberts — Candlestick,  seventy- 
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five  years  old.  Testament  carried 
through  the  war. 

Charles  Pecor — Knife  made  while  in 
a  rebel  prison  and  spoon  used  there. 

B.  S.  Swetland — Mirror,  i8to.  l)roil- 
er. 

R.  E.  Harris — Pewter  teapot. 
Mrs.  Walter  Rngg — Pewter  platter, 

beaded  purse. 
Mrs.  Murray — Hetchel,  ninety  years 

old. 

L.  Harmon — Sickle. 

Alice  Fay — Tin  oven. 
Mrs.  L.  Pecor — Cane.    Pistol.  Gun. 

Musket.    Machette.    Fire  trumpet. 

X'ictoria.  Silk  apron.  Quill  pen,  1820. Comb,  1800.  Singing  l)ook,  1847. 
Pocket  dictionary  1838.  Wook  of  rules 
1867.    Masonic  har]). 

Mrs.  Dougan  and  Post — Pra\  er  book 
1831.  Comb  1800.  Cards  1810.  Mir- ror. 

Northrup  Sisters — Chair,  one  hun- 
dred ten  years  old.  Towel  1815.  x\lir- 

ror  1822.  Lantern. 

Mrs.  R.  D.  Fuller— Sugar  ])o\v1.  Med- 
icine glass  1815. 

Mrs.  M.  Thom])son — Linen  coat, 
1840.  Cards.  Hetchel.  Portrait  on 

wood,  1740.    reread  toaster,  1810.  I'ew- 

SECTION  OF  THE  PORTLAND  EXHIBIT. 

C.  Kinney — HandcufTs. 
Mrs.  W.  Manton — Sword. 
N.  R.  Smith — Canteen. 

Mrs.  Martha  Bigelow — Gun. 
^Irs.  A.  Woleben — Bed  spread,  1846. 

Bed  spread  1850.  Two  baskets,  sixty- 
eight  years  in  constant  use.  Grain 
shovel,  seventy-four  years  in  constant 
use.  Lantern.  Hand  fan.  Mattock 

and  scythe.  Dutch  neck  yoke,  swivel 
and  hetchel. 

A.  Woleben — Hetchel.  Wagon  chain. 
Dress  coat  worn  at  coronation  of  Queen 

ter  platter.  Pewter  plate.  Two  wood- 
en plates.  Two  small  plates.  Pair  bel- 

lows. Bayonet,  i77<').  Pitchfork.  Two 
large  plates,  j^ink.  Two  candelabra. 
Blue  sugar  l)Owl.  Pink  sugar  bowl. 
Epaulets.    Watch,  1820.    Painted  quilt. 

Fred  Fay — Straw  hat,  sixty  years  old. 
Blue  coverlet,  1845.    Four  paintings. 

Mrs.  Swetland — Hetchel.  Ladle  one 

hundred  fifty  years  old.  Skeleton  alli- 
gator head.    Shell  fish. 

Mrs.  L.  B.  Pooler— Candlestick, 
1650.    Masonic  certificate,  1814. 
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J.  Munger — Old  papers  and  books. 
R.  A.  Hall — Revolver. 

Mrs.  J.  Skinner — Set  of  snrgical  in- 

struments found  on  the  ground  '  after 
the  battle  of  "Lundy's  Lane." 

Mrs.  Fay — Chair. 
Lewis  Ogden — Foot  stove,  jacket, 

cap,  sword  and  canteen. 

Mary  Powell — Powder  horn,  book. 
A.  L.  Billings— Milk  pitcher. 

George  Marsh — Warming  pan.  Ma- 
sonic apron,  1800.  Masonic  certificate. 

Ring. 

Fellows  Sisters — Pewter  plate,  two 
hundred  years  old. 

D.  McGregor — Masonic  apron,  cane. 

John  Bigelow — Blue  coverlet.  Two 
knives  and  forks.  Plate.  Skinning 
stones. 

Frank  Spicer — Indian  arrows,  petri- 
fied wood.  Antlers. 

Mrs.  Hopkins — Pewter  cup. 
Mrs.  N.  D.  Johnson— Blue  coverlet, 

1837.  Rocking  chair,  ninety-two  years 
old.  Spectacles,  one  hundred  twenty- 
five  years  old.  Crock,  seventy-three 
years  old.  Lantern,  sixty  years  old. 

Brush  eighty  years  old.  Hatchet,  nine- 
ty-two years  old.  Deer  horn.  Pocket. 

Calico,  one  dollar  per  yard.  Piece  of 
wedding  dress,  one  hundred  years  ago. 

L.  J.  Bailey — Four  wooden  covered 
bottles.  Three  books,  1673-1730.  Book 
poems.  Two  snufTers  and  tray.  Two 
bowls.  Blue  cup  and  saucer.  Small 

green  pitcher.  German  saucer.  Eng- 
lish blue  saucer.  English  blue  decorat- 
ed saucer.  Six  silver  teaspoons  made 

from  silver  dollars  in  1800.  Two  silver 

cofTee  spoons.  Green  teapot  brought 
from  England,  one  hundred  ten  years 
ago.  Blue  tea  cup  and  saucer  1790. 
Milk  pitcher  bought  during  the  Revolu- 

tionary War.  Blue  gravy  dish.  Three 
brown  dinner  plates.  One  dark  blue  din- 

ner plate.  One  purple  plate  with  colored 
fiov/ers.  Three  brown  pie  plates.  One 
pink  cup  and  plate.  One  brown  platter. 
Blue  vegetable  dish.  Sugar  tongs  from 
Ireland.  High  chair,  1820.  Pewter 
platter  and  two  plates.  Pewter  cup. 
Two  portraits.  Two  beaded  bags.  Em- 

broidered bag.  Three  brass  candle- 
sticks. Two  home  made  linen  table 

cloths.    Towel  and  silk  stockings.  Red 

coverlet,  1855.  Blue  coverlet  1835.  Red 
and  green  blanket,  1835.  Stand  cloth 
(home  made)  with  netted  border.  Hand 
embroidered  handkerchief.  Home  made 
cotton  apron,  1850.  Spinning  wheel 
one  hundred  years  old.    Tin  spice  box. 

Mrs.  Laura  Pettit- — Home  made  bas- 
ket. Linen  handkerchief.  Flint  lock 

pistol.  Horse  pistol.  Pair  of  silver 
knee  buckles,  brought  from  England  in 
1829.    Black    teapot    from  England, 
1829.  Brown  sugar  bowl.  Blue  sugar 
bowl.  Purple  sugar  bowl.  White  sugar 
bowl.  Light  blue  teapot.  Dark  blue 
and  white  teapot. 

O.  N.  Fay — Tape  needle.  Blue  tea- 
pot. Purple  and  white  teapot.  Elisha 

Fay's  book.    Painting,  Eddie  Fay. 

Mrs.  Thumb — Four  plates  1823.  Two 
sauce  plates  1810.  Blue  pitcher  1821. 
Sugar  bowl  1840.  Slippers  1822.  Small 
chair  eighty  years  old. 

Mrs.  Homer  Francis — Flome  made 
linen  handkerchief.  Home  made  cotton 
handkerchief.  String  gold  beads,  eighty 
years  old.  Two  straw  cutters,  straw 
and  braids. 

Mrs.  Merker — Four  small  paintings, 
1830.  Pair  scales,  1808.  Sickle,  1820. 
Book  Indian  War,  1677.  Almanac  1827. 
Braided  hair.    Teapot.    Knee  buckle. 

H.  H.  Giss — Material  and  bobbins 
for  making  lace.    Silk  shawl. 

Mrs.  H.  Haight — Slippers.  Shirt 
waist  and  handkerchief.  Large  knife 
from  Philippines. 

Mrs.  R.  Dean — Diary  and  picture. 
Frank  Mericle — Hat  eighty  years  old. 

Glass  candlestick,  one  hundred  ten  years 
old. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Taylor — Sampler  1725. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Dunham — Set  of  candle 
molds.  Two  foot  stoves,  one  hundred 
years  old.  Veil  ninety  years  old.  Army 
blanket  used  in  Civil  War.  Knife,  fork 
and  portfolio  used  in  Civil  War.  Three 
chairs,  one  hundred  years  old.  Collec- 

tion of  old  dishes.  Iron  candlestick, 

one  hundred  twenty-five  years  old. 
Sampler,  1812. 

Byron  Granger — =Chair  ninetv  years 
old.  Hand  fan.  String  bells.  Wooden 
shaving  mug,  one  hundred  fiftv  vears 
old. 
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F.  B.  and  C.  B.  Brockway — Oil  paint- 
ing, one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Col- 

lection of  old  letters,  deeds,  documents 
and  papers.  Oil  painting  Hon.  C.  B. 
Brockway,  born  1810,  died  1883.  Ant- 

lers from  deer  killed  by  Hon.  C.  B. 
Brockway  in  Ripley.  Poem  on  death 
of  Joseph  Bird  recited  at  school  exhibi- 

tion in  1827.  Liquor  jug  brought  to 
Chautauqua  County  in  181 3.  Collec- 

tion of  old  state  bank  bills.  Silver  shoe 

and  knee  buckle  over  one  hundred  years 
old. 

L.  M.  Hamilton — Daguerreotype  of 
Jeremiah  Mann,  Member  of  Assembly 
1845.  Ivory  miniature  painted  1807. 
Pewter  plates  and  porringer  over  two 
hundred  years  old.  Masonic  regalia  of 
Jeremiah  Mann,  one  hundred  years  old. 
Bed  curtain  over  one  hundred  years  old. 
Ambrotype  of  Burban  Brockway  and 
wife,  came  to  Ripley  1813.  Set  of  old 
election  tickets  1840  and  1844. 

Mrs.  H.  N.  Grover — Hetcliel,  cards 
and  weaving  utensils  over  one  hundred 
years  old. 

E.  S.  Taylor — Spelling  book,  date 
1803. 

S.  M.  Royce — Picture,  hand  needle 
work  over  one  hundred  years  old.  Tea- 

pot one  hundred  ten  years  old.  Tailor 
shears.  Old  sign  used  on  tavern  1818. 
Iron  tobacco  pipe,  Revolutionary  per- 

iod. Watch  chain  made  in  California 
State  prison  1850. 
J.  Winters  Sickle  —  Tar  bucket, 

brought  to  Chautauqua  County  18 10. 
Henry  Burgess — Wooden  water  jug. 
Mrs.  S.  E.  Horton — Child's  suit,  date 

1810.  Plate  and  spoons  used  in  family 
of  Joseph  EUiot.  Picture  of  Joseph 
Elliot  and  daughter. 
Mrs.  Harvey  Hall — Revolutionary 

script.  Plate  and  spoon  used  in  family 
of  Joseph  Elliot. 

Mr'^.  E.  M.  Conley— Collection  of  In- 
dian relics  found  on  farm  of  William 

Young.  Collection  of  old  papers.  Geo- 
graphy, date  1801,  used  by  Charles  P. 

Young.  Arithmetic,  date  1829.  Knit- 
ting needle  case  one  hundred  years  old. 

Old  English  sugar  bowl.  Snuff  box 
over  one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  H.  Brockway — Home  spun  cov- 
erlet. 

Byron  B.  Brockway — Cane  from 

wood  of  Perry's  flagship,  Lawrence. 

Mrs.  J.  A.  McGinnies — Old  English 
pitcher  and  gravy  tureen,  one  hundred 
twenty-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  E.  D.  Brown — Handkerchief 
one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Polly  Benson — British  cannon 
ball  cut  from  beam  of  American  vessel 
in  Revolutionary  War.  Old  paring 
machine.  Playing  cards  carried  through 
Civil  War.  Confederate  bank  bill.  Ink 
stand  carried  in  Civil  War.  Ring  from 
bone  of  soldier  killed  at  Bull  Run. 
Wooden  ferrules  for  cow  horns  one 
hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  O.  S.  Moorhouse — Collection  of 
coins,  lace,  bank  bills,  papers  and  cur- ios. 

A.  N.  Colvin — Revolver,  age  un- 
known. 

T.  R.  Prendergast — English  sampler, 
date  1767.  Cane,  stag  horn  handle,  car- 

ried by  Judge  James  Prendergast. 
Sword  and  sash  of  Col.  Stephen  Pren- 

dergast.   Old  deeds  1805. 
W.  B.  Perry — Sword  worn  by  Sam- 

uel Perry  1812.  Old  speaker,  date 1803. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Little — Home  spun  cover- 
let, date  1790. 

George  McClintock — Lock  from  door 
of  first  tavern,  corner  of  Main  and  North 
Portage  streets,  Westfield. 

E.  S.  Taylor — Watch  and  chain  one 
hundred  twenty-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Taylor — Pewter  platter, 
one  hundred  fifteen  years  old. 

Mrs.  C.  A.  Tarbox — Henry  Clay 
badge. 

T.  D.  Rice — Shirt  bosom  pin,  two 
hundred  years  old. 

Morris  Vrooman — Dutch  Bible,  date 
1744. 

George  S.  Scott — Hand  forged  hoe 
and  hetchel. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Wethey — Cheese  basket, 
seventy-five  years  old.  Chopping  bowl 
made  from  knot  of  tree. 

Charles  Clark — Canteen  carried  in 
Revolutionary  War  by  Obediah  Brown. 
Text  books  written  and  used  by  Obediah 

Brown  1 772-1 773.  Music  composed 
and  written  1807.  Diary  of  Obediah 
Brown  carried  from  Bunker  Hill 

through  Revolutionary  War. 
Mrs.  E.  W.  Dinsmore — Trencher  one 

hundred  years  old.  Skillet  brought  to 
Chautauqua  County,   1810,  by  Anson 
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Wyllys.  Coverlet  woven  at  Sing  Sing. 
The  yarn  spun  in  Ripley  by  Mrs.  Anson 
Wyllys.  Picture  on  glass,  seventy-five 
years  old. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Collins — Daguerreotype 
of  Dr.  Simeon  Collins  and  mother  date 
1810.  Tea  caddy  over  one  hundred 

years  old  used  by  Dr.  CoUins's  mother. 
Kettle  brought  to  Chautauqua  County 
by  Thomas  Prendergast  1805.  Laws  of 
New  Jersey,  1750. 
J.  F.  Moore— Westfield  bank  bill 

1852.  Family  records,  D.  Royce.  Sow- 
ing measure  brought  to  Chautauqua 

County  by  D.  Royce  1816.  Bead  neck- 
lace date  1834.  Harrison  medal.  Table 

cloth  date  1795.  Half  dollar  1806. 
Fine  collection  of  old  books  and  rec- 
ords. 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Moore — Sauce  dish  one 
hundred  years  old. 

L.  Shortman — Brass  pistol  brought 
from  England  two  hundred  years  ago. 
W.  L.  Shortman — Bootjack  made  in 

Connecticut,  one  hundred  years  old. 
Bill  book  made  in  Watertown,  Connect- 

icut, one  hundred  years  old.  Wooden 
bevel  square,  date  1840. 

Mrs.  F.  G.  Spencer — Bible  printed 
in  Edinburgh  1770.  Old  pewter  platter 
one  hundred  ten  years  old.  Silhouette 

picture  date  1834.  Home  spun  cover- 
let one  hundred  eight  years  old.  Pair 

of  spectacles  made  by  blacksmith. 
Pitcher  one  hundred  thirtv-two  years 
old. 

Henry  McGinnis — Wagon  lead  used 
by  D.  Royce  and  wife  from  Connecticut 
to  Ripley  t8t6.    Neck  yoke  used  by  D. 

SHER 

George  W.  Ecker — Portrait  of  John 
I.  Ecker,  born  1800,  came  to  Sheridan 
1835,  died  1877.  Portrait  of  Mrs.  John 
L  Ecker,  came  to  Sheridan  1835. 

Mrs.  G.  A.  Ecker — Photograph  of 
Richard  Huyck,  came  to  Sheridan  1831. 
Two  photographs  of  Mrs.  Richard 
Huyck,  came  to  Sheridan  in  1831. 

Mrs.  Otis  Ensign — Portrait  of  Otis 
Ensign,  Sr.,  Revolutionary  pensioner, 
came  to  Sheridan  i8t6.  Portrait  of 
William  Ensign,  came  to  Sheridan  1816. 
died  1864.  Portrait  of  Otis  Ensign,  Jr., 
born  1818,  died  1888. 

C.   L.   Ensign — Portrait  of  Clayton 

Royce  and  wife  from  Connecticut  to 
Ripley  1816.  Watch  and  chain  two 

hundred  years  old,  owned  by  the  Mc- 
Henrys.  Griddle  used  in  first  hotel  in 
Chautauqua  County.  Photograph  of 
John  McHenry,  first  white  child  born  in 
the  county. 

Mrs.  Henry  McGinnis — Snuff  box, 
date  1790.  Home  spun  towel  one  hun- 

dred ten  years  old. 

Mrs.  S.  P.  Bentley — Watch  and  seal 
worn  by  Col.  Ethan  Laurie.  Arith- 

metic used  by  Col.  Ethan  Laurie.  Pic- 
ture of  Col.  Ethan  Laurie. 

Wm.  Dinsmore — Oil  painting. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Murphy— Candlestick 
and  snufifers  one  hundred  years  old. 
Book  of  travel  in  Palestine,  1776.  Book 
on  Manners  and  Deportment,  date  1794, 
Lord  Chesterfield.  Quilt  made  from 
calico  brought  from  England.  Ulster 
County  Gazette,  date  January  4,  1800. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Tennant — Sword  worn  by 
George  Laurie  in  1750. 
Mrs.  William  Watts — False  arm 

made  by  British  prisoner  of  war  in 
1812.  Splasher  and  pillow  shams  made 
from  linen  spun  in  1838.  Home  spun 
coverlet  one  hundred  ten  years  old. 

Home  spun  coverlet  seventy-five  years 
old.    Pencil  drawing,  date  1834. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Burrows — Rocker  churn 
one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Stephens — Collection  of 
china  brought  to  Chautauqua  County 
by  Thomas  Prendergast  family  1805. 
Cradle  made  for  William  Hunt,  eighty 

years  old. 

IDAN 

Ensign,  born  i860.  Portrait  of  Ora 
Ensign  and  Hazel  Ensign. 

The  above  six  pictures  represent  five 
generations  in  Sheridan,  four  of  the 
same  having  lived  on  the  same  farm 

purchased  by  Wm.  Ensign  of  the  Hol- 
land Land.  Compan}^,  1820. 

Mrs.  Hattie  Bailey— Portrait  of  Shel- 
don Cook,  born  1804,  came  to  vSheri- 

dan  1816,  died  1875. 

J.  G.  Gould — Portrait  of  Daniel 
Gould,  came  to  Pomfret  1806,  died 
1852.  Portrait  of  Newell  Gould,  born 
1807,  first  white  child  born  in  Pomfret, 
died  1885.    Portraits  of  Julius  Gould, 
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born  1852,  and  Will  Gould.  Receipt  of 
Austin  Smith  for  tuition  in  Fredonia 
Academy  to  Newell  Gould,  1827. 

Mrs.  Orville  Pattison — Painting-  of 
Orville  Pattison,  born  1821.  Portrait 
of  Mrs.  Orville  Pattison. 

Prof.  P.  K.  Pattison — :Portrait  of  Jon- 
athan S.  Pattison,  born  1791,  came  to 

Sheridan  1809,  died  1880.  Portrait  of 
Mrs.  J.  S.  Pattison,  came  to  Sheridan 
1807,  died  1873. 

Mrs.  H.  S.  Tooke — Portrait  of  Clavin 
Hutchinson,  born  1800,  came  to  Pom- 
fret  1810,  died  1879.  Portrait  of  Mrs. 
Calvin  Hutchinson  born  1803,  came  to 
Pomfret  1807,  died  1886.  Snuf¥er  tray, 
sixty-eight  years  old.  Pewter  cup,  an- 

cient. Butter  stamp  one  hundred  years 
old.  Knife  box,  one  hundred  fifty  years 
old.  Candlestick,  seventy  years  old. 
Kneeling  stool  from  Dublin,  Ireland, 
two  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Brass  and- 

irons bought  in  1834  by  Calvin  Hutch- 
inson. Coverlet  made  for  Mrs.  Sophia 

Hutchinson  in  1838.  Lithograph  map 
of  VanBuren,  1836.  Pewter  plate,  an- 

cient date.    Candle  moulds,  very  old. 
F.  H.  Perkins — Portrait  of  Zephaniah 

Perkins,  born  1794,  came  to  Sheridan 
1809,  died  1884.  Portrait  of  Mrs.  Ze- 

phaniah Perkins. 
Albert  Horman — Portrait  of  William 

O.  Strong,  came  to  Sheridan  1810.  Por- 
trait of  Mrs.  W.  O.  Strong. 

M.  J.  Tooke — Portrait  of  James 
Tooke,  came  to  Sheridan  about  1830. 
Portrait  of  Mrs.  James  Tooke.  Indian 
relics.  Specimens  of  iron  ore  from 
mine  opened  up  in  Sheridan  in  1847  on 
Tooke  and  Haggerty  farms.  Tea  spoon 
once  owned  by  Mrs.  Sophia  Williams 
who  carried  the  mail  on  horseback  from 

Erie  to  Buffalo.  Fire  shovel,  age  un- 
known. Grain  sickle.  Painting  of 

George  A.  Wilder  who  sang  with  the 
Glee  Club  that  sang  at  the  banquet  at 
the  Loder  House  at  the  time  of  the  op- 

ening of  the  Erie  Railroad  in  1851. 

A.  H.  Stebbins — Painting  of  Marcus 
Stebbins,  born  1818,  died  1886. 

Durfee  Heirs — Painting  of  Charles 
Durfee,  born  1803,  came  to  Sheridan 
1 83 1,  died  1884. 
August  and  Lizzie  Heine — Portrait 

of  ludge  lohn  Grav,  born  1764.  died 
1854. 

C.  E.  Griswold — Portrait  of  John  E. Griswold. 

Mrs.  Sheldon  Herrick — Portrait  of 
Haven  Brigham,  came  to  Sheridan  in 
1809.    Portrait  of  Mrs.  Haven  Brigham. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Shofner — Portrait  of  Nath- 
aniel Gray.  Portrait  of  Mrs.  Nathaniel Gray. 

John  E.  Griswold,  Haven  Brigham 
and  Nathaniel  Gray  went  to  Albany  in 
January,  1827,  and  lobbied  through  the 
Legislature  the  bill  organizing  the  town 
of  Sheridan.  Nathaniel  Gray  named 
the  town. 

IMarcus  Chapman —  Portrait  of  Mrs. 
Thomas  Chapman,  born  1787,  came  to 
Sheridan  1810,  mother  of  fourteen  chil- 

dren, died  1863.  Portrait  of  Capt. 
Henry  Mumford,  Jr.,  born  1797,  came 
to  Chautauqua  Countv,  1819,  died 1879. 

Mrs.  George  Black — Portrait  of  Ab- 
ram  Keach,  came  to  Chautauqua  Countv 
1832. 

Miss  Carrie  Mead — Portrait  of  Ed- 
mund Mead,  born  in  New  York  City 

1809,  came  to  Sheridan  1830.  Estab- 
lished first  store  at  Sheridan.  Died 

1901. Mrs.  George  E.  McLaury — Portrait 
of  Gilbert  Jackson,  born  1805,  came  to 
Hamburg  on  the  lake  181 1,  saw  the 
light  of  burning  Buffalo  181 3,  died  in 
Hanover  1886. 

G.  E.  McLaury— Portrait  of  Mrs. 
Thos.  M.  McLaury,  born  1816,  came  to 
Sheridan  1858,  died  1867.  Portrait  of 
Thos.  M.  McLaury,  born  1816,  came  to 
Sheridan  1858,  died  1879.  The  above 

couple  were  married  in  a  one-room 

house  with  a  sheet  pinned  across  the' corner  of  the  room  for  a  dressing  room 
for  the  bride,  and  immediately  after 
tlieir  wedding  mounted  a  two-horse  load 
of  goods  and  drove  three  hundred  miles 
in  the  month  of  November  as  their  wed- 

ding trip.  Portrait  of  Norman  Spink 
1)orn  1795.  came  to  Silver  Creek  1806, 
died  1882.  Dictionary  1800.  Spelling 
l)Ook  1842,  veneer  cover.  Drag  tooth, 

weight  five  pounds.  Olney's  Geogra- 
phy 1829.  History  of  Chautauqua 

County  by  Hon.  E.  F.  Warren,  1846. 
Book,  Discipline  M.  E.  Church,  1804. 
Account  book  T.  M.  McLaury  1835  to 

1851.  School  register  of  Thos.  yi.  Mc- 
Laury for  the  years  1834-36-38-39-40 
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and  41.  Military  certificate  T.  M.  Mc- 
Laury  1835  and  1840.  Dictionary,  hand 

made,  1832.  Teachers'  certificate  of  T. 
M.  McLaury  1834,  1841  and  1847,  one 
of  which  was  to  teach  for  eleven  dol- 

lars per  month.  Candlestick  seventy 

years  old.  Document  chest  1779.  Let- 
ters with  five,  ten,  eighteen  and  three- 

fourths  and  twenty-five  cent  postage. 
Tickets  for  M.  E.  lovefeast  1846  and 

1847.  Photograph  of  Main  street,  Sher- 
idan laid  out  by  Colonel  Payne,  1802. 

F.  C.  Haskin — Portrait  of  Enoch 
Haskin,  came  to  Fredonia  1819,  died 
1866,  first  town  clerk  of  Sheridan  and 
with  his  team  plowed  Lafayette  Park 
in  Fredonia  for  the  first  time.  Mrs. 
Enoch  Haskin  came  to  Sheridan  1819 
died  1883. 

drum  stick  used  in  the  war  of  181 2. 

Records  of  first  religious  society  form- 
ed in  Sheridan  by  Rev.  John  Spencer 

from  1809  to  1 81 6. 
George  L  Button  :  Indian  relics. 

Wood  mould  board  plow  brought  from 

Madison  county  at  a  very  early  date — 
an  old  plow  seventy  years  ago.  Wood 
horse  collars.  Iron  halter,  age  not 

known.  Pestle,  relic  of  Indian  massa- cre 1779. 

Mrs.  S.  Button.  Quilt  one  hundred 

fifty-five  years  old,  took  two  women  six 
weeks  to  quilt  pattern,  cost  ten  dollars. 

Lyman  B.  Ecker — Indian  relics. 
Mrs.  W.  R.  Miner — Indian  rehcs. 

Will  Doty — Buck  antlers  from  deer 
shot  in  Sheridan  1830  by  Asa  Doty. 

WOOD  MOULD  BOARD  PLOW  UROUGHT  FROM  MADISON  CO.  TO  SHERIDAN  IN  1825. 

Mrs.  S.  V.  Barton— Portrait  of  Bethel 
Willoughby  who  came  to  Sheridan 
1808,  died  1848.  Portrait  of  oldest 
granddaughter  of  Bethel  Willoughby 
who  taught  school  in  Sheridan,  1819. 
Coverlet,  embroidery,  etc.,  of  ancient 
date  belonging  to  Willoughby  family. 
Books:  Lessons  in  Elocution,  1818; 
Psalms  of  David,  1823;  Speaking  book, 
1807;  American  Biography,  1825  ;  Bible, 
1790.  Little  spinning  wheel  with  sheet 
from  cloth  spun  on  same.  Rose  jar 
and  mustard  pot. 

Mrs.  King — Book,  Human  Nature, 
etc.,  1788.  Sermons,  George  Whitfield, 
1740.  Pewter  teapot,  one  hundred 
years  old.  Bass  drum  stick  of  War  of 

1812.  Morse's  Universal  Geography, 
1819,  once  belonged  to  a  public  library 
in  Sheridan.  Pewter  teapot,  once 
owned  by  Jonathan   Brigham.  Bass 

Canteen  used  at  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill 

by  Tommy  White.  Account  book,  Wil- 
liam Doty,  tavern  keeper.  Whiskey 

canteen  carried  at  the  Battle  of  Bunker 

Hill  by  Tommy  White. 
G.  A.  Wilden — Show  case  used  by 

John  Hutchinson  sixty  years  ago. 

Mrs.  George  Gibson — Portrait  of 
Mrs.  Thomas  Newell  settled  in  Sheri- dan 1809. 

Mrs.  Frankie  Hall — Portrait  of  Dan- 
iel Lee  came  to  Sheridan  1826.  Weav- 
ing shuttle  and  quills.  Linen  grain  sack 

made  by  Mrs.  J.  Howe  eighty  to 
ninety  years  ago.  Linen  towel  made  by 
Mrs.  J.  Howe,  1802.    Flax  for  spinning. 

E.  B.  Tolles — Cannon  ball  found  on 
beach  of  Lake  Erie  between  Cattarau- 

gus Creek  and  Buffalo  about  1830. 

Snuffers  seventy-five  years  old.  Pan- 
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cake  gridle,  age  not  known.  Spelling- 
book  1833.  Hymn  book  1795.  Geogra- 

phy 1814.  Frying  pan,  age  unknown, 
ancient.  Book,  Art  of  Reading,  1813. 
Coal  tongs  one  hundred  years  old.  Pot 
lifter,  age  not  known.  Pewter  lamp  for 
burning  lard  1825.  Flax  wheel,  ancient. 
Tinder  box,  steel  and  flint,  age  un- 

known. Foot  warmer,  one  hundred  fif- 
ty years  old.  Hand  cards  for  wool  and 

flax.  Books,  Mental  Arithmetic,  1784; 

American  Preacher,  1793;  Religion  De- 
lineate'', 1750;  SermoiiS,  1797;  History 

of  Malignant  Fever,  1794;  Gents  and 

Ladies'  Monitor,  1796;  Laws  of  New 
York  State,  1792.  Masonic  apron  worn 
by  Zerubbabel  Curtis  who  died  1839. 

David  Bentley — Bread  toaster. 
Wayne  B.  Dean — Marine  cutlass, 

18 '2.  Fhntlcck  musket  presented  l)y 
Lidian  Chief  Cornplanter  to  Sylvester 
Ransom. 

Mrs.  Mattie  Gould — Dress  stay  one 
and  one-half  inches  by  twelve  inches, 
whalebone.  Saddle  bags  used  by  Rev. 
R.  M.  Bear.  Dicky  worn  in  olden  times 
in  place  of  fine  shirt.  Letter  to  Ahira 
Hall  May  26,  1816,  directed  to  Portland 
to  be  left  at  Canadaway  postoflice  in  the 
Holland  Purchase.  Two  samplers, 

1827,  made  by  Catherine  White.  Prim- 
ers for  young  folks,  1808-09-12. 

Mrs.  Polly  Cook — Embroidered  bed 
blanket  made  by  Mrs.  Anna  Cook  one 
hundred  years  ago. 

J.  G.  Christy — Knee  stockings  worn 
by  Judge  Matthew  Prendergast.  Diary 
of  Tourney  from  Sharon,  New  York, 
to  Ballston  Springs  by  Matthew  Pren- 

dergast, 1805.  Judge  Matthew  Prender- 

gast's  charge  to  Grand  Jury  in  1828. 
Almanacs  1808,  1809,  1833.  Webster 
Almanacs  1808- 1809. 

J.  G.  Patterson — Deed  Hofland  Land 
Company  to  William  Griswold,  18 16.  . 

Jessie  Tooke — Photograph  of  barn 
on  Tooke  farm  built  181 8.  Photograph 
of  first  stone  house  built  in  Sheridan, 

1820.  Photograph  of  Kendall  home- 
stead built  1830.  Photograph  of  house 

built  by  John  Rork,  1825. 

Edith"  Patterson  —  Photograph  of tombstone  of  Rev.  John  Spencer  in 
West  Sheridan  cemetery,  died  1826. 
Photograph  of  first  store  building  at 
Sheridan  Center  built  by  Edmund  Mead 

1830.    Photograph  of  inside  view  of  M. 

E.  Church  at  Sheridan  Center,  1835. 

Photograph  of  Burdell  Markham,  Coun- 
ty House.  One-horse  chaise  brought  from 

V  ermont  in  1831  by  Andrew  Sloan  and 
now  owned  by  R.  MulhoUand  of  Dun- 
KirK.  I'hotograph  of  first  frame  barn 
bui  t  in  Sheridan  in  1809  by  John  Fow- 

ler, now  on  Christy  farm.  Photograph 
of  M.  E.  Church  in  Sheridan  Center, buih  1835. 

Mrs.  J.  V.  Patterson — Deed  of  Jonah 
Howe  to  Edmund  Mead  1834.  Com- 

mission of  Edmund  Mead,  Quartermas- 
ter, signed  by  John  A.  Dix,  1831.  Note 

given  by  one  hundred  five  citizens  of 
Sheridan  in  1862  for  bounty  money, 
seventy  now  dead. 
W.H.  Ensign — Almanacs,  1809,  1826, 

1836,  1837. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Johnson — Lignum  vitae 
mortar  and  pestle  brought  from  Eng- 

land one  hundred  fifty  years  ago. 

Blanche  Lilly — Tortoise  shell  back 
comb  seventy-five  years  old. 

Sheldpn  Butler — Portmanteau,  sev- 
enty-five years  old. 

J.  H.  Morse — Tin  lantern  brought 
into  Chautauqua  County  1836  by  John 
Morse,  Sr.  Dutch  oven  brought  to 
Chautauqua  County  by  John  Morse,  Sr., 
in  1836. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Black — Mortar  and  pestle 
one  hundred  years  old. 

N.  S.  WilHams — Rolling  pin  made  of 
wood  from  big  walnut  tree  which  grew 
at  Silver  Creek. 
Robert  Miller  —  Bible,  Cambridge 

University  press,  1674.  Scrap  boob 
made  by  Lydia  Spencer  daughter  of 
Rev.  John  Spencer. 
Mark  Stebbins — Deed  Holland  Land 

Company  to  Hazadiah  Stebbins.  Lease, 
Hazadiah  Stebbins  to  Norman  Good- 

win 181 1. 
C.  N.  Dye — Ankle  fetter  and  key,  age 

unknown. 

Mrs.  George  Gilson — Home  made 
linen  apron  made  by  Mrs.  Thomas  New- ell. 

Mrs.  Walter  Scott — Bed  coverlet  used 
bv  Mrs.  Samuel  Newell  who  came  to 
Sheridan  1809. 

Eugene  Birdsey — Flint  lock  musket 
carried  in  the  War  of  18x2  by  Comfort 
Birdsey. 

Mrs.  W.  R.  ]\Iiner — Flint  lock  musket 
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carried  by  Samuel  Newell  in  War  of 
1812. 

R.     Mulholland  —  Sixty-five  pound 

road  wagon  made  by  R.  Mulholland. 

Clayton  Ensign — Deed  of  Holland 
Land  Company  to  Wm.  Ensign,  1820. 

SHERMAN. 

A.  G.  Saxton  —  Whitworth  shot 

thrown  into  the  camp  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred Twelfth  Regiment  at  Petersburg, 

1864,  passing  through  the  tent  occupied 
by  Theodore  and  Wm.  Peterson.  Shoe 
buckle  worn  during  Revolutionary 
times.  Old  gun  barrel  over  five  feet 

long,  dug  up  by  George  Hart  about 
seventy  years  ago.  A  tomahawk  found 
by  Mr.  Eades  about  ten  feet  from  bar- 

rel. Collection  of  Indian  relics.  Fire- 

man's belt  worn  by  Jerome  Saxton  1843 
in  Jamestown  Fire  Department.  Cop- 

per coffee  pot  brought  from  Sweden 
by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Swan  Swanson,  some 
of  the  first  Swedish  settlers  in  James- 
town. 

Thomas  Harmon — Old  silk  handker- 
chief bought  at  the  opening  of  the 

Thames'^  England,  1843.  Horn  lantern 
brought  from  England  by  Samuel  Har- 

mon, 1830. 
O.  E.  Buss — Horse  pistol  taken  from 

rebel  soldier  during  Rebellion.  Sword 

used  by  Richard  P)uss  in  service  of  Eng  - 
land during  Revolutionary  War,  after- 
ward used-  by  him  on  American  side  in 

War  of  1 81 2.  Compass  used  by  Esquire 
David  Eaton  as  one  of  the  original  sur- 

veyors of  Holland  Land  Company. 
Clara  Hawley — Linen  bed  spread, 

supposed  to  be  eightv-nine  years  old, 
made  by  Mrs.  Clara  Hawley. 

Capt.  Wm.  Huntley — Bed  warmer. 
Foot  stove,  1825. 

E.  Gulic — Snufifers  and  tray.  Flax 
wheel,  swifts.  Old  tin  lantern.  Flint 
lock  rifle.  Old  wood  covered  books. 

Chopping  knife.  Iron.  Powder  horn. 
Sickle,  1825. 

Mrs.  Louisa  Myrick — Discharge  of 
Isaac  Hawley  from  military  service  at 
his  request  and  signed  Benedict  Arnold. 

Wm.  Hart — Compass  and  surveyor's 
outfit  used  for  many  years  by  Ava  Hart. 

Preston  Myrick — Flint  lock  pistols 
carried  by  Capt.  Nathaniel  Mvrick. 

Dr.  Wm.  Haynes — Powder  horn  used 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  by  a  relative 
of  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Haynes,  who  was  a 
Torv. 

Thomas  Coveney — Saddle,  blanket 
moccasins  and  sash  taken  from  Sitting 

Bull's  person  and  horse  at  the  Custer Massacre. 

Charles  Stanton — Dulcimer  made  by 
Ransome  of  Sherman,  fifty  years  ago, 
many  thousand  being  made  by  him  and 
sold  by  agents.  Sioux  feather  cap,  war 
club  and  pipe. 

Mrs.  John  Stebbins — Old  shell  trum- 
pet over  three  hundred  years  old. 

Rev.  F.  E.  Van  Wie — Little  brass 

pail  bought  of  an  Indian  over  one  hun- 
dred years  ago. 

Mrs.  Myrtle  Barrett — Doll,  sixty- 
three  years  old. 

Clarence  Davis — Old  compass  and 
sun  dial  over  one  hundred  years  old. 

George  Willis,  Jr. — Canteen  used  in 
Revolutionary  War  by  George  WilHs. 
Mrs.  George  Willis — Glass  punch 

bowl.  Platter  over  one  hundred  twen- 
ty-five years  old. 

Mrs.  Sainuel  Hall — Shell  horn,  eigh- 
ty-two years  old. 

A.  H.  Frazer — Old  wooden  lock, 1825. 

L.  Dornian — Queer  spinning  wheel 
owned  by  Luzern  Dorman,  used  about 
fifty  years  ago. 

John  Bly — Wedding  vest  and  shirt 
worn  by  John  Bly.  Sampler  made  by 
Nancv  Barton,  mother  of  Mrs.  John 
Bly,  1798. 

Mrs.  John  Bly — Linen  sheet  spun  and 
woven  by  Mrs.  John  Bly,  1838.  Samp- 

ler made  by  Mrs.  John  Bly  1831. 
M^rs.  F.  R.  Cornish— Glass  sauce  dish 

over  one  hundred  years  old, 
Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hubbard— Gold 

brooch,  one  hundred  fifty  years  old. 
Mrs.  William  Robbins  —  Spinning 

wheel  used  by  Mrs.  Otis  Skinner  sixty 
years  ago. 

Carl  Kargas — Sausage  cutter  brought 
from  England  over  one  hundred  years 

ago. C.  H.  Corbett — Bear  and  wolf  traps 
owned  by  Newell  Corbett  of  Sherman. 

George  Card — Climber  made  by  F.  L. 
Dutton,  1856,  used  to  place  a  stuffed 
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darke}^  on  top  of  the  Democratic  liberty 

pole. 
Mrs.  L.  R.  Dewey — Piece  of  linen 

spun  and  made  by  Mrs.  Abagail  Ben- 
ton, mother  of  Mrs.  Lester  Dewey. 

Pictures  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Dewey, 
first  couple  married  in  Sherman. 

Gavel,  hammer  and  chisel  used  on 
first  locks  built  on  Erie  Canal  at  Lock- 

port. 
Bake  kettle  and  broiler  used  bv  Tim- 

othy Parker,  fifty  years  ago. 

Picture  of  Mrs.  Mary  Putnam,  moth- 
er of  George  W.  Putnam  of  Westfield. 
]3eeds  of  Holland  Company. 

P)Ond  certificate  for  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  a  part  of  the  assets  of  the  town 
of  Sherman,  1872. 

Swords  carried  by  James  A^incent, 
Isaac  Hawley  and  Capt.  Myrick  in  State 
Militia  in  1825. 

Saddlebag  and  sword  used  by  Isaac 
Hawley  in  the  State  Militia.  1830. 

STOCKTON. 

Henry  S.  Alden — An  old  musket  and 
sabre  one  hundred  forty-three  years 
old,  taken  from  the  French,  was  used 
in  three  wars,  viz :  French  and  In- 
-dian.  Revolution,  and  the  one  of  181 2. 
Skeleton  of  a  lobster  claw.  Skeleton 

of  the  jaw  of  a  man-eating  shark,  hav- 
ing four  rows  of  teeth.  Barnacles  taken 

off  the  bottom  of  a  whaling  vessel. 

Sperm  whale's  tooth.  Sea  horse's  tooth. Coral  rock  taken  from  the  West  India 

Islands.  Bodkin,  very  old.  Catalogue 
of  Brown  University,  1806.  Pacific 
Ocean  scallop  shells  and  several  other 
varieties  of  shells.  An  ancient  fiat-iron, 
heated  by  placing  burning  coals  inside, 
one  hundred  twenty-five  years  old. 
Lignum  vitae  mortar,  one  hundred 
twenty-five  years  old.  Gourd  two  hun- 

dred years  old,  used  to  hold  sand  for 

blotting  purposes.  Pitcher  two  hun- 
dred years  old.  A  measuring  rule  made 

from  a  whale's  jaw  bone  twenty-four 
inches  long.  Warming  pan,  one  hun- 

dred fifty  years  old.  Pewter  porringer 
two  hundred  years  old.  The  first  freight 
book  used  and  kept  on  Chautauqua 
Lake  in  1828.  Iron  spoon  moulds  over 
two  hundred  years  old.  Indian  relic 
found  near  Chautauqua  Lake.  West 

Indian  bean.  Indian's  trolling  rig. 
Picture  of  H.  S.  Alden  and  his  resi- 

dence. Picture  of  H.  S.  Alden 's  great 
grandfather,  born  171 7.  Picture  of  H. 

S.  Alden's  great-great-grandfather. 
William  Buchanan — French  watch 

brought  to  this  country  one  hundred 
fifty  years  ago  by  Mr.  Merritt. 

Mrs.  Genevra  L.  Ely — Stone  sink 
made  for  Samuel  Shepard  l^y  Mr.  Da- 

mon who  was  the  first  man  hanged  in 

Chautauqua  County.  Pair  of  turnkeys, 
very  old. 

Mrs.  P.  M.  Elmer— Plate  from  White 
House,  used  in  Jackson  administration. 
Bed  spread,  very  old. 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Lord — Back  comb,  one 
hundred  fifty  years  old.  Sugar  bowl, 
one  hundred  years  old.  Singing  book 
very  old. 
Noah  Wait — Piece  of  wood  from 

Gettysl3urg  Battlefield  and  inkstand 
combined.  Mother  Goose,  two  hun- 

dred years  old. 
Mrs.  George  Strong — Pepper  box, 

very  old. 

THE  MANNY  MOWER, 
First  mowing  machine  made  in  Chautauqna  County. 

Engraving  made  from  old  leather  print. 
Mrs.  Frank  Green — Foot  stove,  one 

hundred  fifty  }-ears  old. 
Frank  Green — Gun  one  hundred 

twenty-five  years  old.    Indian  relic. 
Mrs.  I.  L.  Spooner — German  prayer 

book,  brought  from  Switzerland,  very old. 

J.  Robinson — Silver  spoon  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Sword,  old,  carried  by 

J.  Robinson. 
P.  M.  Elmer — Shaving  box,  very  old. 
Everett  Curtis — Runlet,  one  hundred 

twenty-three  years  old.  Board  rule, 
one  hundred  years  old.    Indian  relics. 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Webber — Silk  shawl  over 
one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Hassett — Piece  of  olive 
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wood  from  Mount  of  Olives.  Orange 

wood  paper  knife.  Chinese  chop  stick. 
Snuffbox,  very  old. 

George  Bates — Alligator's  skin. 
L.  F.  Shepard — Runlet  one  hundred 

twenty-five  years  old.  Pitch  pipe  one 
hundred  vears  old.  Hour  glass,  very 
old. 

S.  M.  Clute — Indian  relic. 
Mrs.  C.  L.  Blod2:ett— Picture  of  first 

under  the  sentence  of  death  but  the 
sentence  was  changed  to  banishment 
for  life.  After  six  years  of  great  hardship 
he  was  pardoned  and  returned  home. 

Mrs.  Lewis  Ames — Family  record  of 
Amos  Carr,  1762. 

J.  G.  Thompson,  M.  D. — Masonic 
apron,  very  old. 

Fay  M.  Putnam — Collection  of  coins, 
verv  old. 

SECTION  OF  THE  S 

mowing  machine  made  in  Chautauqua 
County.  Box  made  in  Massachusetts 
in  1 761,  brought  to  this  county  1832. 

Corp.  Milo  B.  Bailey,  Co.  K,  Second 
United  States  Infantry  —  Filipino 

blanket  captured  from  insurgents'  store 
house  near  Pellar  Rive,  Sorsogon  Pro- 

vince, Southern  Luzon,  Philippine  Is- 
lands. 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Lewis — Sea  mosses 

brought  from  Van  Dieman's  land  by 
Linus  Wilson  Miller,  son  of  Benjamin 
Miller  of  Stockton.  Linus  Miller  was 

banished  to  Van  Dieman's  land  as  a 
sympathizer  with  the  Canadians  in  the 
uprising  in  1838.    He  was  at  one  time 

TOUKION  EXRIBITS. 

S.  M.  Crissey — Large  glass  bottle 
over  three  hundred  years  old.  Wood 
keg,  brought  over  in  the  Mayflower. 

G.  H.  Wilhamson — Tea  kettle,  very 
old.    Indian  relics. 

T.  D.  Tarr — Carpenter's  draw  gauge, 
very  old. 

S.  Kent — Hand  sewing  ma- 

W. 

Moon — Military  cap,  very 

Mrs 
chine. 

Mrs.  E old. 

L.  W. 

vears  old. 

D.  G.  Pickett,  M.  D.- 
hundred  fifty  years  old. 

L.    C.    Warren — Lemon 

Lazell- 

Doll,    one  hundred 

Spectacles,  one 

sixty-two 
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years  old.  Spectacles,  one  hundred  fif- 
ty years  old.  Silver  teaspoon  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Book,  one  hundred 
thirty-six  years  old. 

Mrs.  Salina  Pierce — Bead  bag,  one 
hundred  forty-two  years  old. 

Mrs.  Nelson  Andrews — Coat  of  arms 
of  Bartram  family,  very  old.  Official 
pass  issued  for  E.  Bartram  by  Presi- 

dent John  Adams  and  signed  by  him 
in  1801.  Sword  carried  by  an  American 
officer  during  the  War  of  1776.  Cane 
carried  by  E.  Bartram  in  1777,  inscribed 

"Liberty  or  Death."  Tea  chest,  brought from  China  in  1810.  Four  china  dishes 
made  in  Canton,  China,  to  the  order 
of  E.  Bartram,  in  1803.  Two  volumes 

Washington's  Official  Letters  to  Con- 
gress, 1797. 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Piatt — Bed  quilt  made  in 
1732.  Bed  curtains  used  in  181 1.  Bed 
valence  used  in  181 1.  Linen  scarf  made 
in  1810.  Linen  pillow  cases  spun  and 
woven  in  1810.  Decorated  bowl  over 
two  hundred  years  old.  Pitcher  over 
one  hundred  years  old.  Camp  kettle 
used  during  the  War  of  1812.  Linen 
pocket  case  used  by  Capt.  John  Smith 
during  War  of  1812.  Pewter  platter 
made  in  England,  very  old.  Pewter 
vegetable  dish  made  in  England,  verv 
old. 

Mrs.  Louise  Potter — Pewter  sugar 
bowl  date  engraved  thereon  1538.  Pair 
of  earrings  over  three  hundred  years 
old.  Medallion  picture,  water  color  on 
ivory,  over  two  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  C.  Tarbox — Century  shell. 
Miss  Jennie  Carpenter) — Melodeoii, 

used  by  the  late  Philip  Phillips  when 
he  gave  his  first  public  entertainment, 
also  carried  and  used  by  him  on  his  tour 
around  the  world. 

W.  Harrington — Meat  cleaver  made 
by  blacksmith,  one  hundred  fiftv  years 
old. 

Mrs.  Nettie  Harrington — Soap-stone 
ink  stand,  date  thereon  1775.  Brace  and 
bit  one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Clock 
level  one  hundred  twenty  years  old. 
Hand-saw  one  hundred  twenty  years 
old.  Snufif-box  made  in  France,  date 
therepn  1530.  Profile  picture  made 

ninety-five  years  ago.  Pewter  porrin- 
ger and  spoon  used  in  Puritan  times. 

Pewter  cup  made  in  Meriden,  Conn. 
Specimen  of  camphor  wood  from  South 

America.  Coins,  one-half  cent,  date 
1809.  Old  copper  cent,  date  1824. 

Eagle  penny  date  1857.  Books:  "Prin- 
ciples of  Nature,"  by  Elihu  Palmer, 

1801  ;  "American  Preceptor,"  old  time 
school  reader,  1805;  Beauties  of  the 

Bible,  by  Ezra  Sampson,  1806;  Dic- 
tionary by  Noah  Webster,  1806. 

Charles  Phillips — Picture  of  Philip 
Phillips  and  family  taking  a  morning 

ride  in  Bombay,  India.  Book  contain- 
ing sixteen  sermons  preached  during 

the  years  of  171 1  and  1712  by  the  Hon. 
Boyle,  this  being  the  twelfth  edition. 

Bought  by  Dr.  A.  P.  Phillips  in  Edin- 
burgh, Scotland,  in  1883. 

Will  A.  Smith — Indian  relics  of  vari- 
ous kinds.  Hexigon  made  by  his  great- 

grandfather. Wood  specimen.  Saddle- 
1)ags.  Hub  of  wagon  wheel  drawn  to 
this  country  from  xA.shfield,  Massachus- 

etts, by  two  yokes  of  oxen  driven  by  the 
late  Aaron  Smith  in  the  year  1814. 

Wiliam  Phillips  —  Pewter  tankard 
brought  to  this  country  in  the  May- 
fiower,  an  heirloom  in  the  Phillips  fam- 

ily. 

Byron  Landers — Almanac  for  the 

year  1801. 
W.  B.  Luce — Decorated  earthen 

pepper  sprinkler,  one  hundred  twenty- 
five  years  old. 

Mrs.  Charles  Phillips — Picture  made 
of  bark  and  flowers  gathered  in  Jerusa- 

lem by  Philip  Phillips,  in  1876.  A 
shell,  the  abalone,  taken  from  the  Pa- 

cific Ocean.  Pair  of  spectacles  made  by 

a  blacksmith  one  hundred  fifty-two 
years  ago, 

Mrs.  C.  Wilcox — Flint  lock  musket 
with  bayonet,  powderhorn  and  flint 
pocket  carried  during  the  War  of  1812. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  Bellows — Writing  desk 
made  in  1800.  Stone  bullet  moulds, 
made  in  1800. 

J.  B.  Bailey — Ancient  candlestick 
brought  from  France.  Meat  cleaver, 
two  hundred  years  old,  brought  from 
France. 

J.  R.  King — Wood,en  dinner  box., 
made  in  1777.  One  gallon  wooden  bot- 

tle made  in  1804. 

B.  W.  Turner — Bear  trap  used  for 
trapping  bear  when  Stockton  was  a 
wilderness. 

Lester  Hart — Bowie  knife,  brought 
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from  Scotland,  very  old.  Snuff  box  made 

of  deer's  horn  in  Scotland,  over  two 
hundred  years  ago. 

Pictures — Turpin  Arnold,  first  man  to 
live  in  frame  house  in  town.  Wellington 

Arnold.  Hon.  P'orbes  Johnson,  member 
of  Assembly  1844.  Samuel  Shepard,  set- 

tled in  Stockton  in  1819.  Harlow  Cris- 
sey,  settled  in  Stockton  in  181 5.  Jason 
Crissey,  settled  in  Stockton  in  181 5. 
Chauncey  Warren,  settled  in  Stockton 
in  1816.  Chauncey  Winsor  Marcius 
Warren,  William  O.  Miller,  L.  W. 
Miller,  Eliphalet  Mitchell,  Alfred 
Mitchell,  Seth  K.  Duncan,  settled 
in  Stockton  in  1818.  Amos  Carr,  set- 

tled in  Stockton  1836.  Iran  Wilhams 

Ebenezer  Moon,  Judge  L.  Bugbee,  An- 
sel Mallory,  L.  M.  Southworth,  J.  E. 

Batcheller,  Truman  Todd,  Hiram  La- 
zell,  Hiram  Lazell,  Jr.,  John  Fenner, 
Samuel  Ames,  John  West  and  Martha 
l)arnhart  the  first  couple  married  in 
town  of  Stockton.  Thomas  Ralph,  Susan 
Deming  Ralph,  Clark  West,  Benjamin 
Merrill,  Reuben  Munger,  Abner  Put- 

nam, William  Putnam,  the  late  Worthy 

Putnam,  the  late  Judge  Emory  F.  War- 
ren, the  late  Sawyer  Phillips  and  family, 

the  late  Allen  Putnam,  the  late  David 
Sabin,  the  late  H.  M.  Tarbox,  the  late 
Nathan  Smith  and  wife,  A.  K.  Warren. 

WESTFIELD. 

George  W.  Patterson — Five  dollar 
Continental  money,  dated  1778,  fifty 
dollar  Continental  money  dated  1778, 
minature  of  Geo.  W.  Patterson,  Jr., 

painted  1843,  silhouettes  Matthew  Dic- 
key, Janet  Wallace  Dickey,  drawn 

about  1764,  Indian  pipe  of  peace  over 
two  hundred  years  old,  pitcher  one  hun- 

dred twenty-five  years,  old  copper  pipe, 
old  eye  glasses,  powder  flask  used  in 

Revolution,  Rev.  Colman's  election  ser- 
mon, 1723.  George  Washington  Pat- 

terson's Bible,  dated  1806.  Log  Cabin 
/TIard  Cider"  handkerchief,  V/illiam 
H.  Harrison,  "The  Ohio  Farmer"  hand- 

kerchief, wedding  shoes  1775,  Elizabeth 
Patterson,  letter  of  George  Washing- 

ton dated  Dec.  27,  1780,  letter  Benjamin 
Franklin  dated  Nov.  26,  1772,  family 
record  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Patter- 

son, married  in.  1775,  DeWitt  Clinton 
plate  Grand  Erie  Canal,  Boston  Gazette 

dated  1770,  campaign  cartoon  "Polk  on 
Texas"  drawn  by  Geo.  W.  Patterson, 
Jr.,  campaign  cartoon  ''The  Political 
Drill  of  the  State  Officers,"  commission 
of  George  W.  Patterson,  Paymaster  of 
the  Eighth  T>rigade  of  Artillery,  State 
of  New  York,  dated  July  30,  1828,  copy 
of  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between 
His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  America  dated  24th  day  of 
December,  1814;  Connecticut  Gazette 
dated  July  18,  1783,  containing  circular 
letter  from  His  Excellency,  George 
Washington,  occasioned  by  his  deter- 

mination to  resign  his  command,  dated 
June  T8th,  1783;  Ulster  County  Gazette 

January  4,  1800,  announcing  the  death 
of  George  Washington ;  letter  written 

by  Revolutionary  soldier,  dated  Ben- 
nington, August,  30th,  1777,  giving  ac- 

count of  dead  and  wounded  after  the 
Battle  of  Bennington ;  Revolutionary 
relics,  bayonet,  shears  and  spoon,  field 
of  Battle  of  Bennington ;  knife  of  Lieu- 

tenant Thomas  Patterson ;  bullets  from 
Battles  of  Saratoga  and  Bennington ; 
piece  of  gun  trimming  found  on  the 
encampment  ground  at  Halfway  Brook 
occupied  by  Gen.  T.  Putnam  ;  knife  from 
Bemis  Heights  found  near  house  that 
General  Gates  occupied ;  knife  blade 
from  Plattsburg ;  spike  from  doorpost  of 
Fort  Ticonderoga;  book  published  1733 

"The  Communicant's  Companion ;" 
book  published  1737;  portrait  Cassius 
M.  Clay  ;  homespun  linen  embroideries  ; 
old  hand  stitched  corset ;  old  quilted 

skirt ;  sampler  worked  by  Hannah  Dick- 
ey, wife  of  Gov.  George  W.  Patterson, 

in  1809,  when  nine  years  of  age  ;  Ports- 
mouth Oracle,  dated  February  4,  1804; 

deed  of  State  of  New  York,  signed  by 
Gov.  George  Clinton  dated  20th  day  of 
November,  1788;  warming  pan,  foot 
stove,  two  small  silk  shawls  ;  a  plummet 

for  ruling  paper,  used  before  lead  pen- 
cils were  invented,  date  about  1776,  be- 

longed to  Lieut.  Thomas  Patterson, 
father  of  Governor  Patterson ;  view  of 

the  Merchants'  Exchange,  Wall  Street, 
New  York,  which  was  destroyed  by  a 
great  conflagration  in  1835,  specimens 
of  note  paper  used  in  early  part  Nine- 

teenth Century ;  plate  early  Eighteenth 
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Century;  baby's  bib  made  l^y  wife  of 
Governor  Patterson,  1826;  piece  of 
dress  embroidered  in  colors  about  1690; 
Leghorn  hat  1842  ;  lace  veil  embroidered 
by  wife  of  Governor  Patterson ;  sun 
dial;  Patterson  homestead  1734;  piece 
silk  gown  given  by  pirate  captain  1689 
to  Ocean  born  Mary,  ancestor  G.  W. 
Patterson  ;  stockings  spun  and  knit  by 
wife  of  Peter  Patterson  for  her  son 
Thomas,  worn  by  said  Thomas  at  his 
wedding  in  1775  and  by  his  son  George 
W.  Patterson  at  his  wedding  in  1825, 
and  by  his  son,  George  W.  Patterson, 
at  his  wedding  in  1861,  and  by  his 
son  George  W.  Patterson,  Jr.,  at 
his  wedding  in  1890.  Commission 
given  by  Governor  of  New  Hampshire 
to  Thomas  Wallis,  Gentleman,  as  Lieu- 

tenant of  the  Tenth  Troop  in  the  Regi- 
ment of  Horse  in  the  Province  of  New 

Hampshire. 

Mrs.  George  Bilsborrow — Pair  silver 
tongs  one  hundred  twenty-five  vears 
old. 

Dudley  Beadle — Clock,  the  clock  from 
the  old  Cross  Road  Tavern,  one  hun- 

dred years  old.    Coin.  Sandbox. 
Mrs.  Barton — Indian  relics. 

Charles  Bourne — Scrub  brush,  1790. 
Saw,  very  old.  Log  rule  1800.  Plane 
1800. 

A.  B.  Culver — Japanese  gun  four 
hundred  sixty-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  P.  W.  Bemis — Psalms  of  David 
181 1,  Life  of  John  Milton,  1792.  Greek 
Grammar,  old  Bible,  Latin  book,  book 
of  sermons.  Silver  spoon  one  hundred 
forty  years  old. 

V.  A.  Kent — Original  first  railroad 
ticket,  freight  receipt,  weigh  bill,  milage 
book,  sold  on  the  extension  of  the 
Jamestown,  Chautauqua  &  Lake  Erie 
Railroad ;  (sworn  to  by  officer  of  rail- 
road.) 

Mrs.  Ben  Boult— Day  book,  1845. 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Crandall — Lantern,  carpet 

bag,  counter-pane,  red  and  white  ;  cray- 
on picture  of  James  Johnston,  picture 

of  Col.  Wm.  Bell,  lustre  pitcher,  com- 
mission of  Arthur  Bell. 

Mrs.  Sylvia  Crandall — Rag  carpet. 

Mrs.  Craft — Mason's  apron  one  hun- 
dred years  old.  Mulberry  plate  one 

hundred    years    old.     Level  inkstand 

1781.  Powder  horn  over  one  hundred 
fifty  years  old.  Red  and  white  woven 

spread. 
Charles  Colburn — Pewter  platter  two 

hundred  eighty  years  old. 

George  Drake — Pair  leather  hand- cuffs. 

Frank  Eggleston — Two  lamps,  two 
pictures  and  bellows. 

Mrs.  Nath.  Fay — A  conch  shell  horn 
one  hundred  years  old.  Britannia  tea- 

pot. 

Mrs.  Heyl  Fitch — Canal  plate  1835. 
Teapot  and  sugar  bowl,  blue.  Tray, 
old.  Picture. 

Nina  Galloway — Pearl  buttons  one 
hundred  years  old.  Lustre  pitcher  two 

hundred  years  old.  Earrings  seventy- 
five  years  old. 

1).  L.  Harrington — Brass  candlestick. 
Sugar  bowl  sixty  years  old.  Shell  comb. 
Sampler.    Little  haircloth  trunk. 

Miss  Alice  Holt — Wash  stand,  very 
old.  Two  ginger  jars.  Old  portrait  of 
G.  W.  Holt. 

Mrs.  Mary  Haring — Two  lustre  pitch- 
ers. Cake  basket.  Blue  and  white 

plate.  Deep  blue  platter.  Two  glass 
cruetts,  two  pictures. 

Ross  Knight — A  large  can  of  coins 
showing  all  the  old  money  and  kinds 

used  by  the  early  settlers  of  Chautau- 
qua County. 

York  Patchen — Case  of  postage 

stamps  showing  all  kinds  used  by  Chau- 
tauqua County's  early  settlers. 

Frank  Lamb — Forty-one  almanacs. 
Coin.  Card  store  orders.  Day  book. 
Latin  book.    English  book. 

G.  W.  Moulton — Pan  cards.  Warm- 
ing pan.  Sampler.  Powder  horn.  Pair 

scissors.  Pocket  compass.  Razor. 
Coin.    Foot  stove,  1798. 

Mrs.  C.  Northam — Hetchel,  one  hun- 
dred ten  years  old.  Arithmetic.  Short 

gown,  1750.  Night  cap  one  hundred 
years  old.  Pitcher  two  hundred  years 
old.  Plate  and  cup,  blue  and  white. 
Two  sugar  bowls,  blue  and  white,  one 
two  hundred  years  old.  Powder  horn. 
1823.  Bonnet,  1720.  A  fan  for  cleaning 

grain,  one  hundred  years  old.  Flow- 
ing blue  platter,  two  hundred  fifty  years 

old.    Six  Presidents  from  1797  to  1841. 

Mrs.  Jas.  Pratt — Coffee  pot.  Blue 
pitcher.  White  pitcher.  Spelling  book. 
Catechism.    Sheet  and  pillow  case.  Salt 
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dish  and  spoon.    Cup  and  saucer. 
Walter  Persons — Dining  table,  over 

one  hundred  years  old. 
Mrs.  M.  B.  Rumsey — Washington 

handkerchief  one  hundred  years  old. 

Silver  goblet,  the  prize  given  for  sec- 
ond best  farm  in  New  York  State  to 

Elam  C.  Bliss  in  1848.  Portrait  of 
Elam  C.  Bliss.  Portrait  of  Stephen 
Rumsey.  Portrait  of  David  Rumsey. 
Portrait  of  Capt.  Harmon  Bliss.  Tin 

ear-trumpet,  seventy-five  years  old. 
Two  pewter  candlesticks.  Brass  can- 

dlestick.   Calash.    Sampler,  dated  1810. 
Mrs.  Walter  Stephens — Plate  two 

hundred  years  old,  brought  to  this 
county  by  Deborah  Hunt  Prendergast, 
Sugar  and  creamer  about  one  hundred 
years  old.  Vegetable  dish  eighty  years 
old,  owned  by  Roxada  CoUem  Bradley 

Mrs.  W.  Stuart — Clock  about  one 
hundred  years  old.    Silver  dollar,  1799. 
Mrs.  C.  D.  Woodard  —  Drinking 

glass  1780.  Pitcher  1810.  Gravy  boat 
1790.  Piece  of  cloth  three  hundred 
years  old. 

Miss  Lizzie  Simmons — Picture  1801. 

Britannia  coffee  pot  1820.  China  tea- 
pot 1820.    Sampler  made  in  1780. 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Bannister — Bill  book  1820. 
Bible  1789.  Silver  snufT-box.  Bag. 

Webster's  Dictionary.  Plate  1800. 
Bowl  and  pitcher,  old. 

Mrs.  M.  D.  Tennant — Baby  dress, 
1825.  Pillow  case  1840.  Pitch  pipe 
1800.  Atlas  1810.  Maps  drawn  at  Fre- 
donia  Academy  1827.  Portrait  Col. 
Jas.  McMahan.  Brass  candlestick  1800, 
Hat  worn  by  Col.  McMahan  in  War  of 
1812,  also  mittens  and  coat. 

Mrs.  Ross  Knight- — First  commun- 
ion cup  used  in  Ripley  Presbyterian 

church.  Wash  bowl  1810.  Gravy  tur- 
een 1825.  Iron  pot  1790.  Teapot  1825. 

Kitchen  chair  1800.    Bed  1838. 
Mrs.  E.  Rood— Tray  cloth  1825, 

woven  in  Westfield. 

Mrs.  Jerome  Burhans — Iron  pot  over 
a  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Melvin  Johnson — Cream  pitch- 
er 1800. 

Mrs.  S.  M.  Holbrook— Set  of  silver 
spoons,  very  old,  and  a  number  of 
things  not  Hsted. 

H.  W.  Thompson — High  chair  one 
hundred  thirty  years  old,  formerlv 
owned  by  Jonathan -Cass. 

Robert  Hall — Six-pound  cannon  ball. 
Lead  metre  for  bullets,  over  one  hun- 

dred years  old.  Dishes.  Two  cover- 
lets. Table. 

Mrs.  E.  Morse — Old  paper  with  ac- 
count of  first  man  hung  in  jail. 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Rykert— Old  dishes. 
Erie  Hall  - —  Shot  pouch.  Cane. 

Warming  pan.    Knife  and  fork. 
Mrs.  D.  P.  Coombs — Deck  of  play- 

ing cards  1820.  Sermons  on  Faith, 
1755- 

Mrs.  Sarah  Minton — Goose  and  press 
board,  1820.  Shell  comb  (made  in  Au- 

burn State  prison  1836.) 

Miss  Mary  MacCormack — Frame  of 
Scotch  Rules.    Cup  and  saucer,  1772. 

Mrs.  Wm  Dilley— Platter  1802.  Din- 
ing room  sideboard  1825.  Bed  spread 

181 5.  Hair  wreath,  old.  Picture  of 
Glen  Mill. 

Mrs.  Clark  Smith — Musical  instru- 
ment, made  by  M.  Skiff.  Drum,  used 

in  the  Civil  War. 

Miss  Florence  Wheelock — Fan,  very 
old.  Palm  leaf  shawl  1840.  Lace  veil. 
Candlestick.  Flatiron  1820.  Wooden 

chair,  hand-made.  Reel  and  spinning 
wheel.  Prayer  Book  1813.  Book  1800. 
Needle  book.  A  number  of  Indian  rel- ics. 

Mrs.  S.  V.  Storm— Parlor  stand  1800. 
Lambrequin,  very  old  embroidery. 
Miss  Harriett  Bannister — Pitcher, 

1800.  Cream  pitcher.  Two  sugar 
bowls,  very  old. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Hale — One  pitcher,  blue, 1805. 

Mrs.  Sam  Ferrin — Sugar  bowl  1775. 
Creamer,  plate,  cup  and  saucer,  cake 
plate,  saucer  and  bowl  of  a  set  of  dishes 
of  1820. 

Mrs.  Madge  Cochrane^ — Silver  tea- 
spoon 1790. 

Mrs.  Jane  Farrington — Waffle  irons 
Tin  lantern.  Four  poster  bed.  -  Brass 
andirons,  shovel  and  tongs.  Tall  clock. 
Two  chairs.  Rocking  chair.  Stand. 
Two  back  combs.  Two  bed  spreads. 
Picture  of  second  school  house  in  the 
town.  Bonnet  1820.  Two  jmirrors. 
Britannia  tea  set.  Two  lustre  pitchers 
Lustre  cup  and  saucer. 
Mrs.  David  Taylor — Portraits  of 

Judge  Campbell,  Mrs.  Campbell  and 
Miss  L.  Campbell. 

Mrs.  West — Linen  table  cloth  one 
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hundred  fifty  years  old.  Woolen  bed 
spread. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Tennant— Black  lace  veil. 
Two  samplers.  Embroidered  collar. 
Baby  cap. 

Misses  S.  and  L.  Baldwin — Brass  tea 
kettle  ninety  years  old.  Portraits  of 
Mr,  and  Mrs  Jos.  Farnsworth.  Mortar 
and  pestle.  Two  plates.  Two  chairs 
Bed  spread  spun  by  Mrs.  Jos.  Farns- 
worth. 

Edwin  Morse — Two  bake-kettles. 

twenty-five  years  old.  liook  printed 
1492.  Coverlet  one  hundred  years  old. 
Salt  set  one  hundred  years  old.  Mot- 

toes to  seal  letters  with. 

Miss  Julia  Root — Valise  bought  in 
1825.  Sword  1827.  Cheese  press  one 
hundred  years  old.  Lantern  one  hun- 

dred fifty  years  old.  Whiskey  flask  one 
hundred  fifty  years  old. 

Mrs.  J.  V.  Minton — Frying  pan,  Rev- 
olutionary War. 

Miss  E.  Sevmour — Two  brass  candle- 

MAIN  .STREET,  WESTFIELD,  SHOWING  THE  DECORATIONS. 

Mrs.  L.  S.  Pausinsky — Old  melod- 
eon. 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Usborne — Bureau  and 
dresser.  Mohair  blue  and  white  cover- 
let. 

Mrs.  Chas.  Homewood — Quilt  pieced 
by  a  lady  one  hundred  one  years  old. 

Miss  J.  Macomber — Portrait,  profile 
taken  in  1838. 

Mrs.  F.  F.  Usborne — Dishes  and  can- 
dlestick. 

Mrs.  Fitch — Old  vest  and  teapot. 
Mrs.    Ogden — Constitutional  plate, 

very  old. 
Mrs.  Port  Hutchins — Work  box  one 

hundred  years  old.  Bible  one  hundred 
years  old.  Chair  1812.  Table  spoon 
i8t2.  Comb  file  one  hundred  years  old. 
Snuffers,  trav  and  tongs  one  hundred 

sticks  and  snuffers  one  hundred  years 
old.  Coverlet  one  hundred  years  old. 
Linen  table  cloth  one  hundred  fifty  years 
old.  Lunch  cloth,  linen,  spun  and 

woven  in  1831.  Plate  one  hundred  twen- 

ty-live years  old.  \'egeta1jle  dish  one 
hundred  twenty-five  years  old.  Cup 
and  saucer  one  hundred  years  old. 
Glass  candlestick. 

L  E.  Peck — Gun  over  two  hundred 

years  old.  Bible  and  bureau  two  hun- 
dred years  old.    Old  letters. 

Mrs.  E.  Xoble — Two  silver  spoons 
one  hundred  twenty-five  years  old.  Two 
coverlets,  old. 

Mrs.  Ged  Hough — Three  candlesticks 
one  hundred  years  old.  Snuffers  and 
tray,  brass.    \>getable  dish  and  plate 
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seventy-five  years  old.  Sugar  bowl  one 
hundred  years  old. 

Hiram  Peck — Little  old  chair,  a  good 
deal  over  one  hundred  sixty  years  old, 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Miniger — Two  coverlets. 
Platter.  Pitcher.  Teapot  seventy-five 
years  old.  Side-saddle  and  table  one 
hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Patrick  Clancy — Two  candle- 
sticks one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Two 

very  old  dishes. 
Mrs.  Wm.  N.  Cochrane — Two  cover- 

lets one  hundred  years  old.  Pair  of 
sheets  one  hundred  years  old.  Chair 

rocker,  one  hundred  years  old.  Chem- 
ise over  one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  Hiram  Smith — Wool  spinning 
wheel  one  hundred  years  old,  stand 
same  age. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Johnson — Pair  tongs 
Brown  pitcher,  one  hundred  years  old. 
Pin  one  hunlred  fifty  years  old. 
Ed.  H.  Winslo\y — Spinning  wheel 

ninetv-five  years  old.  Reel  ninety-five 
j^^ears  old.  Sickle  one  hundred  years 
old.  Three  pail  kettle  eighty-five  years 
old.   Jack  plane  one  hundred  years  old. 

Mrs.  L.  H.  Kent— Very  old  melod- 
eon. 

Mrs.  Jerome  LaDue — Serving  table. 
Two  books.  Pitcher  of  1800.  Hand 
made  bead  chain.  Table  cloth  1825. 
Reticule  1820.  Chopping  bowl  and 
knife.    Hand  made  corset  1810. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Thompson — Serving 
table.    Soup  tureen  181 5. 

Mrs.  Gust  Merker — Soup  turneen. 
Plate  one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Plate 
one  hundred  seventy-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Mateer — Two  silver  can- 
dlesticks. Coverlet,  red  and  white. 

Center  table,  each  one  hundred  years 
old. 

Mrs.  C.  K.  Putnam — Two  daguerreo- 
types. Water  cask  one  hundred  twenty- 

five  years  old.  Cane  and  teaspoon  one 
hundred  fifty  years  old. 

R.  D.  Powers  and  wife — Two  pic- 
tures done  in  beads  a  century  ago,  size 

sixteen  by  twenty.  Flax  wheel  ninety- 
five  years  old,  owned  bv  Cramer  family. 
Two  rocking  chairs,  hand-made  ninety 

years  ago  by  Nathan  Haynes's  father. 
Alixing  tray  century  old,  owned  by 
Cramer  family.  Mortar  and  pestle 
a1)out  one  hundred  twenty  years  old. 

Tin  lantern  for  burning  candles.  Fluid 
lamp,  owned  by  Harriet  Powers.  Wash 
bowl  and  pitcher,  platters,  plates  of 
same  ware.  Brown  stone  pitcher  nearly 
one  hundred  years  old.  Blue  pitcher 
with  burnished  flower  in  bronze  more 
than  one  hundred  years  old,  brought 
from  Germany.  A  collection  of  old 
books.  An  old  knitting  sheath  and 
pocket,  and  a  few  other  articles.  Old 
carpet  bag,  D.  G.  Powers  carried  this 
on  his  first  trip  to  New  York  City ;  he 
went  by  way  of  Barcelona,  walking  the 
twenty-two  miles  between  here  and  his 
home,  Panama. 

Dr.  T.  D.  Strong — Foot  stool  1825. 
Maps  of  the  United  States  drawn  by 
the  doctor's  mother  in  1816. 

T.  S.  Wright — Coin  1832,  found  on 
main  road. 

F.  G.  Scoot — Tureen  dish  over  one 
hundred  twenty-five  years  old. 

C.  M.  Jones — Canes,  one  made  in 
1777,  one  over  one  hundred  years  old. 
Table  spread,  flax  grown  in  1858. 

Henry  Cady — Very  old  umbrella. 
Stewart  Chandler  —  Doctor  book 

1800.    Account  book. 

Levi  Parker  —  Government  script, 
1775- 

G.  H.  Barber — Indian  tomahawk. 

Cannon  181 3.  Hammer,  hand-made. 
Broom  hammer  1835.  Old  hetchel.  Old 
froe.    Candle  moulds  1815. 

J.  L.  Barber— Half  dollar  1824.  Half 
dollar  1828.  Medal  plowed  up  near  the 
old  Indian  trail  date  1776.  Gold  quarter 
T853,  used  for  a  trade  with  the  Chinese 
exclusively,  and  only  coined  for  a  short 
time  in  the  mint  in  San  Francisco.  Raz- 

or used  by  Samuel  Barber  1778.  Razor 
used  by  the  late  Ellery  M.  Barber,  son 
of  Samuel,  about  1825  or  1830.  Grape shot. 

Mrs.  Marilla  Webster — Toy  sugar 
1)owl.  Plate  of  olden  times.  Steel  sew- 

ing thimble. 
Mrs.  Geo.  Grover — Pitcher  that  was 

her  grandmother's  one  hundred  years old. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Walker— Saddle-bags, T830. 

Mrs.  Andrew  Dickson — Flax  wheel. 
Woolen  coverlet. 

Misses   H.   and  E.  Johnston — Iron 
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candlesticks.  Chair,  lantern,  clock, 
1827. 

Joseph  Lennox — Life  of  Fletcher, 
1804.  Journal  of  Rro.  Peter  Jones, 
1802. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Oakes — Warren  Adver- 
tiser, January  1826,  issue  of  Buffalo 

Advertiser,  1826,  taken  from  the  cor- 

ner stone  of  ''Grote  Inn"  seven  years 
ago. 

Mrs.  L.  W.  Chapman — Cards  for 
carding  wool,  two  old  pictures,  and  an 
old  bracelet. 

Mrs.  L.  Hollands — Infant  dress  over 
eighty  years  old,  three  bonnets  over 
fifty  years  old,  two  salt  dishes,  china 
seventy-five  years  old. 
Mrs.  Chas.  McEwen — Spoon  one 

hundred  years  old.    An  old  picture. 

Mrs.  H.  L.  Pratt— Pewter  cofTee-pot. 
China  teapot.  Cup  and  saucer  and  salt 
dish. 

Mrs.  Jacob  Hardenburg — Flax. 
Miss  Clara  Mead — P)ellows.  Silver 

sleeve  links. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Holbrook — Silver  tea- 
spoon one  hundred  twentv-five  vears 

old. 

Mrs.  Geo.  Churchill — Old  mirror. 
Miss  L.  M.  Miller— Plate  one  hun- 

dred twenty-five  years  old. 
Mrs.  T.  E.  Soules— Old  pitcher. 
Miss  E.  J.  Macomber — Latin  and 

Greek  Testament.  Latin  Dictionary 

1794.  Enfield's  Philosophy  1802.  Vir- 

gil 1892.  Dictionary  1777.  Love's  Sur- 
veying 1783.  Arithmetic  1788.  Old 

singing  books.  Pair  of  hand  cards  for 
carding  wool.  Hetchel.  Reed  for  hand 
loom.  Pitch  pipe.  Queue  as  worn  by 
men  of  ye  olden  time.  Feather  worn  at 
Westfieid  by  young  man  in  the  militia. 
Skates  over  one  hundred  years  old. 
Chair  nearly  two  hundred  years  old. 
Old  style  back  comb. 

Mrs'  M.  Skif¥— Veil  made  by  herself 
seventy-five  years  ago.  She  is  ninety- 
three  years  old  and  it  is  her  wedding 
veil.  Sheets  and  pillow  cases  one  hun- 

dred twenty-five  years  old. 
Edwin  Hager — A  promissory  note 

one  hundred  seventeen  years  old,  given 

to  his  grandfather.  Pocketbook  prob- 
ably one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  An 

old  fire  shovel.  His  grandmother's  cane 
over  ninety  years  old.    Iron  candlestick, 

very  old.  Cuckoo  clock  over  one  hun- 
dred years  old. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Whitney— lUue  and  white 
ware.  Hollow  dish.  Perforated  bowl, 

Large  platter.  Two  small  platters. 
Plate.  Custard  cups.  Three  white  cus- 

tard cups.  East  India  ware  Bowl. 
Perforated  salad  dish.  Pewter  porrin- 

ger. Diamond  shaped  blue  and  white  dish. 
Tureen  tray,  hand  painted.  Three  cups 
four  saucers.  Bowl.  Creamer.  Sugar 
1)owl.  Teapot.  Small  ])latter.  Cake 
plate.  Cologne  bottle.  Two  Japanese 
salad  bowls,  old.  Three  teapots.  Choc- 

olate pot.  Hand  sifter.  P^our  pitchers. 
Cut  glass  celery.  Camphene  lamp. 
Three  cut  glass  salt  cellars. 

Mrs.  Wm.  Munson — Glass  candle- 
stick, old.  Clock  lamp,  one  of  the  first 

kerosene  lamps. 

George  Drake — Pair  of  leather  hand- cufTs. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Culver —Bonnet  block, 
belonged  to  Governor  Seward. 

Miss  S.  A.  Hewett — Watch  and  chain 
complete,  and  hammer  two  hundred 

years  old. 
Mrs.  F.  C.  Gififord — White  linen  dog 

one  hundred  years  old.  Old  articles, 
bead  bag,  ribbon  belt,  card  case,  three 
hair  bracelets,  hair  brooch,  two  pair 
earrings,  watch  chain,  two  finger  rings, 
teaspoon,  one  hundred  five  years  old. 

Miss  L.  Stone — Deed  given  to  Eber 
Stone  by  Holland  Land  Company  in 
1829.  Flute  used  in  Presbyterian  choir 
1830.  Candle  moulds.    Old  time  cradle. 

Miss  Sarah  Eddy — Pitcher  more  than 
eighty  years  old.  Saucer  one  hundred 
ten  years  old.  Preserve  dish  one  hun- 

dred fifteen  years  old.  Spoons  1812. 
Silver  tongs  eighty  years  old.  Play 
dishes  sixty  years  old.  Colored  bead 
]:)urse  sixty-five  years  old.  Harrison 
Almanac  1841.  Bible  with  notes  by 

Benson  1816.  Rhetoric  seventy-five 
years  old.  English  Reader  sixty  years 
old.  Imitation  of  Christ  by  Thomas 

a'  Kempis,  1903.  Ballon  on  Atone- ment t8it.  Hand  stitched  corset  cover 

sixt>-  years  old.  Calico  one  hundred 
nineteen  years  old.  Eight  cards  more 
than  fifty  years  old.  Lace  veil.  Three 
pieces  homespun  linen.  Buttonhole 
scissors.  Shawl.  Daguerreot}'pe.  Car- 

pet bag.  Snuffer  tray.  Skillet  one  hun  - 
dred fifty  years  old. 
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Harry  Westfall— Pictorial  History  of 
America,  1848.  Account  book  David 

Garrett,  blacksmith,  1838.  Memoirs  of 

Henry  Obookiah  published  1819.  Nat- 
ural History  illustrated  with  one  hun- 

dred sixty  copper  plate  engravings, 

published  by  Philemon  Canfield,  1840 
Book  published  in  London,  England, 
1818.  Blair's  Sermons  181 5.  Hymn 
book  1831.  Bible  1834.  Indian  pipe  of 

peace,  owned  by  the  late  Jas.  M.  West- 
fall  and  used  by  his  father  Joshua  West- 
fall,  one  hundred  years  ago.  Ax  made 

by  J.  M.  Westfali  in  JefYords'  ax  fac- 
tory, Jamestown,  1863.  Trunk  owned 

by  Mrs.  Jane  McGowan  who  emigrated 
from  Scotland  to  America  in  1796,  over 
one  hundred  years  old.  Bead  work 

trimming  Mrs.  Mary  L.  Westfall's  wed- 
ding dress,  1814.  Old  money  purse 

1 81 4.  Mirror  one  hundred  thirty  years 

old,  owned  by  J.  Frank  Shaw  and  pre- 
sented to  Katie  Covey. 

William  Cove}^ — School  book,  wood 
cover,  used  by  him  in  old  Union  School 
house,  published  in  1837.  Hard  tack 
brought  home  by  him  when  the  Civil 
War  was  over,  1865.  Sword  made  here 
for  him  when  he  went  to  Civil  War 

1862.  Hymn  book  used  by  William 

Covey's  mother,  181 6. 
J.  C.  Walker — Spinning  wheel,  corset 

and  mirror  one  hundred  years  old.  Old 

sampler  made  by  Shakers  seventy-five 
years  old. 

Mrs.  Alice  Peacock — Articles  owned 

by  Judge  Peacock.  Surveying  instru- 
ments. Side-saddle  used  by  his  wife. 

Portrait  of  Judge  W.  Peacock.  Two 
silver  candlesticks.  Two  dueling  pis- 

tols.   Very  old  sword.  Revolver. 
G.  L.  Starkweather — Melodeon  used 

in  First  Methodist  Church  of  West- 
field,  1849. 

Mrs.  Frank  Crandall — Picture  of  De 

Witt  Clinton  train,  first  train  run  in  New 
York  State.  Iron  candlesticks,  no 
knowing  how  old.  Arrow  heads,  knife 
blade  and  spear  head  found  on  their 
present  lot.  One  handsome  chair 
which  belonged  to  Lieut.  Thos.  Patter- 

son, Revolutionary  time,  1775.  Coirec- 
tion  of  all  kinds  of  script  money  used 
during  last  century. 

Mrs.  John  Miniger — Hand  mill.  Spin- 
ning wheel  complete. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Colegrove — Two  papers, 

accounts  of  George  Washington's  death 
and  Lincoln's  death. 

Mrs.  Oakes — One  paper  printed  in 
1826. 

Geo.  W.  Walker — Westfield  Messen- 
ger, 1849. 

D.  A.  A.  Nichols — Two  swords  1812. 
Table  cover  which  took  first  prize  at 
the  first  fair  held  in  New  York  State. 

Collar  one  hundred  years  old.  Two  pic- 
tures.   Book.  Silhouettes. 

Mary  Wallace— Linen  towel  one  hun- 
dred twenty-five  years  old. 

Mrs.  Emily  Taylor — One  pair  tongs 
one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Holder 
one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Pitcher 
blue  and  white,  eighty  years  old.  Cup 
and  saucer  one  hundred  twenty-five 
years  old.  Teapot,  creamer,  sugar  bowl 
one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Small  cup. 
saucer  plate,  large  cup  marked  Eliza 
one  hundred  years  old.  Stone  colander 
one  hundred  years  old.  Saucer  ninety 
years  old.  Bowl  one  hundred  fifty  years 
old.  Tray  and  snuf¥ers  one  hundred 
vears  old.  Picture  one  hundred  years old. 

Mrs.  A.  B.  Driggs — White  counter- 
pane one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Sun 

dial  one  hundred  fifty  years  old.  Pew- 
ter teapot  one  hundred  fifty  years  old. 

Coverlet  one  hundred  years  old.  Din- 
ing table  one  hundred  fifty  vears  old. 
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By  D.  A.  A.  NICHOLLS. 

NICHOLAS. 

Most  Chautauquans  are 
aware  that  the  first  actual 

historical  entry  of  white  men 

into  Chautauqua  County  took 

place  early  in  the  year  1753, 

and  consisted  of  an  expedi- 
tion of  several  hundred 

French  soldiers  under  the 

Marquis  Duquesne,  who  had 

been  appointed  Governor  of 

the  Canadas  in  1752.  The  avowed  ob- 
ject of  this  expedition  was  co  establish 

and  build  a  chain  of  forts  between  Niag- 
ara and  the  Ohio  Rivers,  to  prevent 

Engdish  settlements  from  being  planted 
west  of  the  Alleghenies.  There  had 

been  constant  competition  between  the 
French  and  English  for  occupation  and 
control  of  North  America,  and  the 

grants  of  the  kings  of  two  nations  cov- 
ered the  same  territory  to  a  certain  ex- 

tent. King  James  L  of  England,  grant- 
ed in  1606,  to  the  London  and  Plymouth 

companies  certain  rights  to  all  the  ter- 
ritory in  North  America  between  the 

34th  and  45th  degrees  of  latitude,  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  oceans,  a 

strip  660  miles  wide,  containing  over 

6,650,000  square  miles.  In  1603  the 

King  of  France  granted  to  Mons.  Du- 
m.onts  the  sovereigntv  of  the  strip  from 

the  fortieth  to  the  forty-sixth  degree 
of  latitude,  also  from  ocean  to  ocean. 

Under  the  grants  the  English  estab- 

lished settlements  in  A'irginia  and  New 
England,  and  took  from  the  Dutch  the 
settlements  in  New  York.  The  French 

settled  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  country 

bordering  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  es- 
tablished trading  posts  westward  along 

the  great  lakes,  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
north  shore  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Each  nation  followed  a  different  plan 
of  colonization.  The  English  gave  the 

settlers  the  right  of  self  government  to 

a  great  extent,  with  privileges  similar 
to  a  great  extent  to  those  enjoyed  by 

the  people  of  England.  The  governors 
of  the  colonies  were  appointed  by  the 

crown,  but  the  local  officers  were  chos- 

en by  the  colonists.  The  French  settle- 
ments were  made  on  the  medieval  or 

feudal  system,  the  territory  be  granted 

to  a  person  or  company  of  persons  who 
rented  the  land  to  the  settlers  for  all 

the  revenue  possible  to  extract  from 
them,  reserving  to  the  proprietors  the 
trading,  fishing  and  milling  rights,  thus 

creating  a  sort  of  nobility  which  exer- 
cised a  certain  sort  of  political  control 

over  their  vassals.  The  fur  trade  with 

the  Indians  was  then  exceedingly  valua- 
ble, and  French,  English  and  Dutch 

traders  all  tried  to  get  the  largest  share 
of  it.  The  French  landlords  rented 

lands  only  to  Catholics ;  the  English 
made  no  religious  distinctions.  In  the 
seventeenth  century  the  French  rulers 

chartered  thirty  companies,  covering 

the  lands  in  the  St.  Lawrence  A^alley, 
and  the  trading  posts  along  the  lakes 
and  down  the  Mississippi.  (Heeren  158, 

paragraph  four).  The  competition  for 
the  fur  trade  was  so  great  that  the 
French  were  frightened  at  the  large 
success  of  the  English  and  Dutch,  and 

according  to  ̂ lorris  (History  of  Coloni- 

zation, I,  367)  "some  official  action  was 
imperative  if  the  dependencies  were  to 

be  saved.  *         By  letting  out  ab- 
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solute  and  exclusive  privileges  to  duly 
constituted  societies  it  was  hoped  not 

merely  to  secure  the  proper  defense  of 
the  colonies,  but  to  extract  from  them 

the  greatest  amount  of  revenue  for  the 

treasury." The  introduction  of  an  ecclesiastical 

hierarchy  into  the  newly  opened  lands 

was  not  favorable  to  their  domestic  de- 
velopment. The  privileges  of  the  church 

constituted  a  sort  of  second  monopoly 

which  sapped  the  vigor  of  the  colonies. 

(Compare  Parkman  in  Jesuits  in  North 
America).  Fiske  (II,  529)  calls  the 
French  plan  of  settlement  half  military 

and  half  religious.  "Wherever  the  sold- 

iers went,  the  priests  followed."  Park- 
man  says  the  plan  was  half  military  and 
half  monastic.  The  various  French 

leaders  in  the  new  world — Talon,  Front- 
enac,  LaSalle,  Simon,  Joliet,  Marquette. 

Hennepin,  Charlevoix,  Colbert,  etc., — 
all  coincided  in  urging  upon  the  French 

government  the  necessity  of  strong  oc- 
cupation of  the  line  of  trading  posts 

from  Niagara  to  Kaskaskia,  which 
was  neglected  until  so  late  that  when 

the  attempt  was  finally  made  in  1753 
to  establish  a  chain  of  forts  in  the  rear 

of  the  British  Colonies,  a  conflict  was 

begun  that  ended  after  Queen  Anne's 
War  in  the  final  cession  in  1763  of  all 
the  French  claims  north  of  the  Ohio 

to  Great  Britain.  Napoleon  later  on 

sold  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  all  west 
of  it  to  the  United  States  and  the 

feudal  system  was  eHminated  from 
American  soil.  At  the  time  when  the 

attempt  was  made  by  Uuquesne  to  es- 
tablish the  chain  of  forts,  the  French 

Colonies  had  a  population  of  about 

seventy-five  thousand,  while  the  English 
Colonies  along  the  Atlantic  coast  num- 

bered twelve  hundred  thousand  souls. 

France  tried  to  "preempt  the  fertile 
Mississippi  Valley  for  herself"  and 
Morris  says  (History  of  Colonization, 

I,  379)  that  "emigration  would  have 

saved  the  situation."  Morris  says  in 
comparing  the  French  and  EngHsh 

plans  of  colonization  (I,  39)  that  "any 
society  which  makes  the  regulations  for 
itself  under  which  it  lives  and  evolves, 

will  flourish  more  than  one  administered 

by  some  individual  or  association  at  a 

distance  of  several  thousand  miles." 
The  French  and  English  both  began 

about  the  same  time,  but  in  a  century 

and  a  half,  or  at  the  beginning  of  Queen 

Anne's  War,  the  English  population  of 
the  new  world  was  fifteen  times  as  great 
as  that  of  the  French  Colonies.  In  1749 
Celeron  De  Bienville  buried  six  lead 

plates  along  the  fine  of  forts  in  the  Alle- 
gheny and  Ohio  Valleys,  claiming  all 

the  country  westward  for  P>ance,  but 
when  the  conflict  came  his  claim  was 

proved  useless.  This  attempt  to  hold 
his  claim  was  what  brought  the  white 

man's  first  historical  entrance  into  this 
town  and  county.  In  January,  1753,. 

the  first  section  of  Duquesne's  expedi- 
tion left  Quebec  for  Lake  Erie ;  the  sec- 
ond detachment  left  in  March,  and  the 

third  in  May.  The  landing  was  made, 

as  proposed,  at  the  mouth  of  Chautau- 
qua Creek,  and  the  construction  of  a 

fort  was  begun,  but  because  of  the 
better  harbor  for  boats  and  ships  at 

Erie,  the  officers  in  charge,  after  some- 
what of  a  quarrel,  decided  to  disobey 

orders  and  go  to  Presque  Isle,  although 

the  portage  was  fully  three  times  as 
long  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  upper 
waters  of  the  Ohio  Valley.  But  Sieur 
Marin,  one  of  the  two  officers,  looked 

far  ahead  and  saw  the  probable  import- 
ance of  the  lakes  as  a  commercial  high- 
way, and  at  Presque  Isle  there  was  a 

safe  harbor  large  enough  for  navies  and 

merchantmen,  and  with  the  forts  at  De- 
troit and  Michilimackinac,  a  naval  sta- 

tion at  Erie  would  control  the  whole  in- 

ternal commerce  of  the  country.  Marin 

however  found  the  building  of  a  portage 
road  from  Erie  to  the  French  Creek  a 
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task  beyond  the  means  at  his  command, 
and  after  working  at  it  all  summer,  sent 
his  force  back  to  Canada  for  the  winter, 

leaving  himself  sick  at  the  Fort  of  Aux 

Boeufs  (Waterford,  Pennsylvania),  and 
he  died  the  next  day  and  was  buried  1)v 

the  Ricolet  (Franciscan  friar)  chaplain  in 

the  fort.  The  body  of  troops  returning 
to  Canada  was  met  at  Erie  by  a  courier 

from  Governor  Duquesne  directing  them 
to  make  preparations  to  build  the  forts 

at  the  mouth  of  Chautauqua  Creek  and 
at  the  head  of  Chautauqua  Lake,  as 

originally  intended.  So  on  the  way 

to  Niagara  from  Fresque  Isle  the  expe- 
dition stopped  at  Barcelona,  and  under 

the  direction  of  an  officer  named  Hu^ues 
Pean,  made  a  wagon  road  from  Lake 

his  expedition  forward  to  build  the  pro- 
posed line  of  forts  between  Lake  Erie 

and  the  ( )hio  River.  The  iM-ench  his- 
torian and  officer,  M.  Pouchcr,  who  was 

in  command  of  Fort  Niagara  when  it 
was  taken  by  Sir  William  Johnson,  said 

in  his  history  of  the  French  and  iMiglish 
Wars  in  North  America,  that  the 

French  used  this  route  "in  the  early 
times,  when  thev  made  a  journey  to 

that  part."  After  1754,  however,  the 
route  by  the  way  of  Presque  Isle  was 
the  one  generally  used. 

Judge  William  Peacock  passed  over 
this  road  in  1800,  finding  it  generally 

clear  of  underbrush,  and  a  causeway  of 
logs  was  still  passable  in  a  low  wet 

place  near  the  summit  this  side  of  May- 

%^^^-^^m&'-^^^^2'V^.-  ^^^^^^ THE  BEAUTIES  OF  THE  PILANK  ROAD  AS  UROUGIIT  OUT N  AN  OLD  TIINIE  PKINT. 

Erie  to  Chautauqua  Lake,  the  distance 

being  seven  miles.  The  road  from 

Presque  Isle  to  Aux  Boeufs  was  twenty- 
one  miles  long,  but  through  a  com- 

paratively level  countr\.  The  portage 
road  from  Barcelona  to  Mayville  was 

thus  made  in  October,  1753,  being  as 
far  as  known  the  first  work  done  by 

"civiHzed  hands  within  the  limits  of 

Chautauqua  County."  Being  the  short- 
est portage  between  Lake  Erie  and  La 

Belle  Riviere  (the  Ohio)  it  had  no  doubt 
been  traversed  by  bands  of  Indians  and 

scouting  parties  of  Frenchmen  before 

the  military  road  was  finally  construct- 
ed, since  it  is  evident  that  Governor 

Duquesne  was  perfectly  aware  of  its 
locality  and  convenience  before  he  sent 

ville.  The  circular  military  bake  ovens 
at  Barcelona  and  at  Mayville  were  still 
to  be  seen,  and  Col.  William  Bell  told 

me  when  a  boy  that  the  one  at  Barcelona 

was  to  be  seen  plainly  in  1802,  the  year 

he  came  to  this  town.  The  road  began 

on  the  west  bank  of  the  creek  and  kept 
near  the  creek  to  wdiat  is  now  the  lake 

road,  thence  it  went  further  off  along 

or  near  what  is  now  Gale  Street,  cross- 

ing the  Main  road  where  the  ]\IcHenry 
Tavern  was  built  in  the  first  decade  of 

the  nineteenth  century,  and  finally 

reached  the  bank  of  the  creek  again 

above  the  junction  of  the  east  branch 

with  Chautauqua  Creek,  on  land  now 

owned  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Stone.  Here 
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a  road  was  dug  down  the  bank  reaching 

the  level  of  the  creek  bottom  some  dis- 
tance farther  up  where  the  creek  was 

easily  crossed  by  teams  and  wagons. 
The  grade  of  the  excavated  road  down 
the  bank  was  rather  steep,  but  was  quite 

practicable,  and  shows  even  now  con- 
siderable engineering  skill.  The  frosts 

and  rains  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years 
have  filled  in  the  upper  side  of  the  road 
somewhat,  but  a  few  hours  of  labor  of 

JUDGE  WM.  PEACOCK. 

half  a  dozen  men  would  make  the  road 

passable  again  for  wagons.  Just  where 
the  road  crossed  the  stream  cannot  now 

be  determined  since  the  channel  changes 
occasionally  during  the  freshets,  and  the 

creek  does  not  probably  run  now  just 
where  it  did  in  1753.  After  crossing  the 
stream,  the  road  was  dug  along  up  the 
east  bank  of  the  creek,  about  where  the 

present  highway  now  goes  back  of  the 
old  William  Cummins  place.  After 
getting  up  the  bank,  the  road  passed 
just  south  of  the  Glen  Mill  bridge,  and 
kept  along  the  southwest  bank  of  little 

Chautauqua  Creek  at  varying  distances 
therefrom  almost  to  Mayville,  coming 
out  around  the  hill  on  which  the  court 
house  and  village  stands,  reaching  the 

lake  at  the  foot  of  Main  Street.  John 
McMahan  built  the  first  mill  in  the 

county  between  this  road  and  the  creek 

near  its  mouth,  in  1804  or  1805,  accord- 

ing to  Young's  History  of  Chautauqua 
County, and  in  1807, accordingto Thomas 
Martin  who  died  some  years  ago  at  Pine 

Grove,  Pennsylvania.  He  said  he  took 
a  boat  load  of  freight  that  year  from 

Pittsburg  to  what  is  now  Westfield. 
The  boat  was  rowed  up  the  Allegheny 

to  Warren,  thence  up  the  Conewango 
Creek  to  the  outlet  of  Chautauqua  Lake 
and  then  to  Mayville  where  tearns  were 
hired  to  haul  the  freight  over  the  old 
French  road  to  Westfield.  The  freight 

consisted  of  provisions  and  the  mill 

castings  for  John  McMahan's  mill.  It 
took  fourteen  days  to  go  from  Pittsburg 
to  Warren.  Mr.  Martin  used  this  route 

in  his  business  for  several  years.  He 

was  positive  that  the  McMahan  mill 
was  not  finished  until  1807.  The  mill 
stones  from  that  mill  were  afterwards 
taken  to  what  is  now  the  Westfield 

mill,  but  after  a  while  better  ones  were 

obtained,  and  the  old  stones  were  sold 

to  go  to  a  mill  in  the  town  of  Ripley. 

A  few  years  ago  they  were  brought  back 
and  are  now  on  the  lawn  of  the  Misses 

Stone,  who  own  the  property  on  which 
is  the  section  of  the  old  French  portage 

descending  the  west  bank  of  Chautau- 

qua Creek. 
Portage  street  as  now  used,  was  given 

to  the  public  by  the  Holland  Land  Com- 
pany in  1805,  according  to  a  survey 

made  by  Col.  James  McMahan,  and 

legally  set  apart  for  public  use  by  the 
Road  Commissioners  Thomas  McClin- 

tock  and  James  Dunn.  This  soon  be- 
came the  usual  highway  from  the  lake 

to  the  south,  although  Mr.  Martin 

seems  to  have  used  the  old  portage  as 

late  as  1807  or  ̂ ven  later  over  fifty 
years  after  it  was  first  made. 

The  documentary  history  of  this  road 
mostly  consists  of  French  letters  and  a 



few    contemporary     English  papers. 
Stephen  Cofifen,  an  EngHshman,  held 
as  a  prisoner  by  the  French,  was  one  of 

the  party  under  Sieur  Marin  who  con- 
structed this  road  and  the  one  from 

Presque  Isle  to  Aux  Boeufs.  He  made 
affidavit   thereto   before    Sir  William 

Johnson  January  loth,  1754,  having  es- 
caped from  the  French  when  on  their 

way  back  to  Montreal.  This  affidavit  is 
in  the  Colonial  Records  of  the  State  of 

New  York,  volume  VI,  page  834.  He 
tells  us  of  the  quarrel  between  Marin 
and  Barbeen  at  Barcelona  and  the  con- 

sequent change  of  route  to  that  be- 
tween Erie  and  Waterford.  He  gives 

the  date  of  the  four  days'  work  in  build- 
ing the  Portage  Road  here,  and  tells  of 

his  escape  from  the  French  when  near 

Oswego.  Parkman  gives  a  brief  ac- 
count of  the  matter  in  his  Half  Cent- 

ury of  Conflict.  Sir  William  Johnson 

stopped  at  Barcelona  on  his  return  from 
a  visit  to  Detroit  in  1761,  and  records 

the  fact  in  his  journal.  Governor  Du- 

quesne  made  his  report  of  the  expedi- 
tion to  M.  de  Rouille,  the  then  French 

Minister  of  Marine  and  Colonies,  dated 

August  20th,  1753.  This  is  in  volume 

X  of  Documents  relating  to  the  Col- 
onial    History    of     New    York.  In 

volume  VI,  Colonial  History  of  New 

York,   pages   825   and   833   are  cor- 
roborative evidences  of  the  reliability 

of  Coffen's  affidavit.    Lieutenant  Hol- 
land,   in    command    of    the    fort  at 

Oswego,    notified    Governor  Clinton 

of  the  passing  of  the  Duquesne  ex- 
pedition up  the  lake  (Ontario)  and  its 

object.    He  sent  scouts  to  watch  the 

expedition,  and  a  traditional  report  of 

one  of  the  scouts  may  be  found  in  Doc- 

tor   Taylor's    ''Old    Portage  Road." 
Doctor  Taylor  also  gives  the  official  re- 

ligious record  of  the  death  and  burial 
of  Sieur  Marin  at  Aux  Boeufs.    In  May, 

1753,  Captain  Stodart  who  was  at  Os- 
wego, wrote  to  Sir  William  Johnson 
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a  large  French  force  had  just 
passed  up  the  lake,  and  that  the  French 

were  to  build  forts  "at  places  conven- 
ient for  them,"  one  of  which  was  to 

be  built  at  a  "carrying  place."  This  let- 
ter is  in  volume  VII,  Colonial  Docu- 

ments, page  779.  Volume  II  of  the 
Documentary  History  of  New  York 
gives  an  account  of  the  taking  of  the  fort 
atPittsl)urg  by  the  French  in  April,  1754, 
and  of  the  passage  of  the  French  forces 
thither  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  Alle- 

gheny River. 
As  far  back  as  any  known  historical 

records  go,  this  building  of  the  old 
Portage  road  was  the  first  introduction 
of  the  marks  of  civilized  occupation  into 
this  county,  just  about  a  century  before 
the  opening  of  the  first  railroads.  The 
Erie  Railroad  was  opened  to  Dunkirk 
in  1851,  and  the  Lake  Shore  in  1852  sent 
its     trains     westward     from  Buffalo 
through  this  county.     This  ended  the 
distribution  of  merchandise  southward 
over  the  old  Portage  road  route  from 
Barcelona,  and  it  is  now  only  a  histori- 

cal reminiscence.   Portage  Street,  in  the 
village  of  Westfield,  is  likely  to  keep 
permanently  on  record  the  fact  that  the 

first  evidence  of  white  men's  entrance 
into  this  county  was  by  the  way  of  the 
portage  from  Barcelona  to  Mayville  be- 

fore Washington  had  become  identified 

with  the  political  history  of  this  coun- 
try.   In  1754  he  started  to  come  hither, 

by  order  of  Governor  Dinwiddie  of  \^ir- 
ginia,  but  on  his  arrival  at  Franklin 
Pennsylvania,   he   learned   that  J\larin 

was  dead,  that  Duquesne  was  in  i\Ion- 
treal,  and  only  the  wily  Joncaire  was  in 
charge,  and  no  treaty  could  be  made 
with  him  that  would  be  binding  on  the 

French.    The  next  summer  Braddock's 
defeat  left  the  French  in  control  for  a 

time,  but   Queen   Anne's   War  ended 

the  dispute,  and  the  "carrying  place" 
was  left  for  the  English  speaking  peo- 

ple ever  after. 



THE  MARQUIS  De  LAFAYETTE. 

His  Great  Service  to   our  Country  and  His  Visit  to 

Chautauqua  County. 

By  MISS  OLIVE  RISLEY  SEWARD. 

When  in  the  retirement  of  my  quiet 

home-life  in  Washington  the  invitation 

came,  for  me  to  speak,  on  this  interest- 
ing occasion,  on  so  memorable  a  subject 

as  Lafayette's  visit  to  Chautauqua,  I 
shrank  with  all  the  timidity  of  remem- 

bered girlhood,  from  the  honor,  as  out 

of  the  line  of  my  ability  and  habits,  but 

the  compliment  implied  in  vour  choice 
stimulated  me  to  inquire  if  my  early 

recollections  might  not  add  something 
of  interest  to  the  occasion  for  my 

grandfathers  were  among  the  pioneers 
of  this  county,  and  their  fathers,  who 
came  with  them  as  elderly  men,  fought 

in  the  War  for  Independence ;  there- 

fore, as  a  child  my  ears  were  accus- 
tomed to  tales  of  pioneer  and  patriotic 

heroism,  from  fountain  head. 

Our  blue  Chautauqua  hills,  and  these 

fair  shores,  at  the  time  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, showed  an  unbroken  wilderness, 

the  abode  of  wild  beasts  and  aborigines, 
and  no  one  could  have  thought  this, 

then  remote  region,  likelv  to  become 

the  theatre  of  any  part  of  the  nation's 
stirring  history.  But  when  Lafayette 
returned  in  advancing  years  to  revisit 

the  adopted  country  of  his  youth  the 
silent  waters  of  Lake  Erie  had  been 

awakened  and  the  hills  had  echoed  back 

the  booming  guns,  which  told  the  world 

of  second  and  final  victory  over  the  foe 

whose  monarchical  dictatorship  might 
never  have  been  overthrown  had  not 

Lafayette  joined  the  fire  of  his  enthus- 
iasm to  our  stern  first  purpose  ;  and  the 

highway,  on  which  at  Fredonia  and 
Westfield,  Lafayette  now  found  resting 
places  was  fast  becoming  one  of  the 

great  arteries  through  which  immigra- 
tion has  flowed  as  lifeblood,  to  build  up 

the  republic  he  helped  to  found,  and 
which  has  now  become  one  of  the  con- 

trolling powers  of  the  earth. 

True,  Lafayette  met  among  us  Chau- 
tauquans  no  monuments  of  peace  nor 

trophies  of  war,  but  what  was  far  more 

gratifying,  he  found  the  wilderness  of 
only  a  few  short  years  before,  now 
blooming  like  the  rose,  and  a  prosperous 

people,  full  of  love  and  gratitude  for 
those  who  had  shared  the  life  struggle 

of  the  nation,  still  inspired  by  the  sam.e 

spirt  of  liberty  which  had  won  their  in- 
dependence. That  same  spirit,  unabat- 

ed, animates  us  here  toni;^ht,  to  recall 

the  fact  of  his  presence,  the  fact  that 
he  tarried  in  our  midst,  even  for  a  few 

hours,  as  the  crowning  joy  and  honor 
of  those  events  which  our  centennial 

commemorates.  His  advent  and  pass- 
ing crown  like  a  star  the  first  quarter 

century  of  our  existence  and  foreshadow 

other  events  in  Chautauqua's  first  cen- 
tury that  shine  out  as  part  of  the  history 

of  our  national  life.  It  is  the  fact  most 

characteristic  of  that  life,  that  whatever 

touches  the  nation,  touches  the  welfare 

of  each  portion  of  it,  and  afTects  the  in- 
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terest  of  each  citizen.  The  principles 

for  which  Washington  and  Lafayette 

fought  and  for  which  their  names  stand, 

the  principles  of  love  and  justice  in  hu- 
man rights,  are  the  true  bonds  of  our 

free  and  united  citizenship,  and  I  find 
in  the  incidents  recalled  in  answer  to 

your  kind  request,  and  among  the  tra- 
ditions confided  to  me  by  my  grandpar- 

ents, one  golden  thread  upon  which 

the  connecting  events  of  years  are 

strung  like  pearls,  the  three  fold  gold- 
en thread  of  all  true  American  life — 

home,  country,  God. 

MARQUIS  LAFAYETTE. 

Of  the  many  pearls  on  this  chain,  we 

are,  therefore,  to  take  the  one  which 

commemorates  that  progress  in  June, 

1825,  when  Lafayette,  the  nation's  guest, became  our  visitor. 

The  Lafayette  of  our  great  grand- 

fathers' adoring  memory,  was  the  brave 

boy  marquis  who  left  all  that  life  holds 

dear,  to  come  and  fight  by  the  side  of 

our  own  Washington  in  the  great  strug- 
gle for  liberty. 

I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  story  of 

his  life,  for  that  is  known  to  every 

American  school  boy  and  girl;  his  no- 

ble birth  and  princelv  inheritance;  his 

early  marriage  with  the  woman  of  his 

heart's  choice  ;  the  broad,  catholic  edu- 
cation that  fitted  his  gifted  mind  to 

adopt  the  profession  of  arms  in  war, 
and  the  practice  of  statesmanship  in 

peace,  and  the  manly  attributes  that  led 
him  in  after  life,  when  he  was  free,  to 

choose  the  simple  life  of  a  farmer ;  of 

his  admiration  for  Franklin,  his  espous- 
al of  the  cause  of  human  liberty,  as  ex- 

pressed in  the  struggle  for  American 
independence  ;  his  romantic  admiration 
for  and  devotion  to  Washington ;  his 

heroism  in  sharing  the  privations  of  the 

patriot  army,  the  Battle  of  Brandywine, 
where  he  fell  wounded  in  our  cause  ;  his 

voyage  to  France  in  our  darkest  days, 
and  his  return  with  timely  succor. 

His  life  is  also  full  of  examples  of  the 

knightly  gentleness  and  loyalty  of  his 
character, 

"The  bravest  are  the  tender  est, 

The  loving  are  the  daring!" 
His  tender  devotion  to  his  wife  was 

the  mainspring  of  his  life  and  his  let- 
ters to  her,  published  a  few  years  ago, 

form  a  grand  chapter  in  his  history. 
We  see  a  little  trait  of  his  manly  pride 

in  the  subscription  of  five  hundred 

guineas  in  the  name  of  Madame  de  La- 
fayette to  the  fund  raised  by  the  pat- 

riotic women  of  Philadelphia  for  sup- 

plies for  the  soldiers. 
Another  gentle  impulse  is  shown  in 

the  night  ride  miles  out  of  his  way  when 

in  A'irginia,  in  time  of  war  "because  he 
could  not  resist  the  desire"  to  see  the 
relations,  and  above  all  the  mother  of 
his  adored  chief.  We  can  picture  the 

dignified  delight  of  Marv  \\^ashington 
in  accepting  this  love  and  reverence, 
from  the  ardent  young  disciple  of  her 

glorious  son. 
Lafavette's  letters  teem  with  touches 

of  tenderness  that  even  the  stately  dic- 
tion of  those  courtly  davs  cannot  con- 

ceal. 

And  history  records  the  modest  and 

o-allant  bearing  of  this  boyish  general 
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at  the  surrender  of  Yorktown,  before 

his  final  departure  for  home,  laurel 

crowned,  and  with  American  independ- 
ence won  ;  his  enthusiastic  reception  in 

France,  the  thrilling  experiences  of  the 
awful  French  Revolution,  followed  by 

his  own  imprisonment,  impoverishment 
and  intense  suffering  at  Olmutz.  And 
at  last  his  return  voyage  to  America 
and  its  culmination  for  us  in  his  visit  to 

Chautauqua,  a  treasured  episode  be- 
queathed to  us,  and  one  to  be  cherished 

by  those  who  will  in  turn  come  after  us. 
The  President  of  the  United  States, 

James  Monroe,  wrote  to  General  de 
Lafayette  in  February,  1824,  inviting 
him  at  the  ardent  request  of  the  entire 

American  people,  as  expressed  by  the 
newspapers  throughout  the  land  and  by 
a  resolution  of  Congress,  to  come  to 

this  country  as  the  nation's  first  and 
most  honored  guest,  and  proposed 
that  a  United  States  frigate  should 
be  sent  to  bear  him  hither.  The 

invitation  read :  "The  period  at  which 
you  may  yield  to  this  invitation  is  left 
entirely  at  your  option,  but  believe  me, 
whatever  may  be  your  decision,  it  will 
be  sufficient  that  you  should  have  the 

goodness  to  inform  me  of  it  and  im- 
mediate orders  will  be  given  for  a  gov- 
ernment vessel  to  proceed  to  any  port 

you  may  indicate  and  convey  you  thence 
to  the  adopted  country  of  your  early 
youth,  which  has  always  preserved  the 

most  grateful  recollections  of  your  im- 

portant services." 
While  Lafayette  accepted  the  invita- 

tion he  declined  the  honor  of  the  frig- 
ate, and  in  July  of  the  same  year  set  sail 

from  Havre  for  America,  accompanied 

by  his  only  son,  George  Washington 
Lafayette,  and  his  private  secretary  M. 
Levasseur,  who  has  left  us  a  most  sat- 

isfactory accoitnt  of  the  expedition. 
At  the  port  of  New  York  its  citizens 

were  the  first  to  greet  him  "like  chil- 
dren of  one  family  rejoicing  at  the  re- 

turn of  a  much  loved  and  long  expected 

parent."  As  the  guns  boomed  forth 
from  Fort  Lafayette,  the  first  triumphal 

arch  encountered  in  his  progress  ap- 
peared in  the  heavens  in  the  shape  of  a 

rainbow,  one  span  of  which  rested  on 
the  fort.  Strangely  enough,  yet  both 

are  simply  recorded  facts,  as  he  en- 
tered the  Chesapeake  Bay,  on  leaving 

America,  his  ship  again  passed  under 
a  rainbow,  extending  the  aerial  glory 
of  its  arch  from  shore  to  shore. 

New  York's  enthusiasm  set  the  note 
of  rejoicing  which  thenceforth  followed 

his  footsteps  through  the  whole  coun- 
try. Everywhere  he  witnessed  scenes 

and  associations  of  revolutionary  ex- 
perience and  exchanged  affectionate 

greetings.  In  New  England  he  passed 

over  the  fields  of  Lexington  and  Con- 
cord and  Bunker  Hill,  then  up  and 

down  the  Hudson  and  on  through  New 

Jersey,  visiting-  the  battlefields  of 

Trenton  and  FVinceton,  and  \"alley 
Porge.  Then  came  his  triumphal  entry 

into  Philadelphia,  the  place  which  stood 
out  for  him  before  all  others  as  the  one 

where  he  first  met  "the  God-like  Ameri- 

can," as  he  named  his  leader,  and  was  re- 

ceived in  Washington's  family  as  a  son. 
He  now  started  1)y  water  from  Philadel- 

phia for  Baltimore,  sailed  down  the  Del- 
aware to  Chester,  where  the  very  hall 

into  which  he  was  carried,  wounded, 
after  the  Battle  of  Brandywine,  was 

now  hung  with  garlands  and  blazing 
with  illuminations  in  joyous  welcome. 

On  to  Washing-ton,  then  a  scattered 
town  of  fourteen  thousand  souls,  and 

into  Virginia,  and  it  can  never  be  for- 
gotten that  as  the  Lafayettes,  father 

and  son,  approached  Mount  Vernon 
and  its  most  sacred  tomb,  no  attitude 

seemed  possible  to  them  but  to  remain 
kneeling  on  the  deck  of  the  ship  that 
bore  them. 

Leaving  the  capital  General  Lafay- 
ette traveled  south  and  west,  back  and 

forth,  heralded  and  hailed  as  the  be- 
loved patriarch  of  our  liberties. 
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There  had  been  some  doubt  as  to  the 

route  this  wonderful  progress  must  take 
on  its  way  to  the  sea  from  Cincinnati, 
for  Lafayette  had  promised  to  be  in 

Boston  for  the  anniversary  of  the  Bat- 
tle of  Bunker  Hill,  and  the  date  was 

fast  approaching.  An  enterprising- 
young  citizen  of  Fredonia,  Walter 

Smith,  made  the  suggestion  which  de- 
cided his  course  and  after  anxious  ex- 

pectancy news  filtered  through  the  land 
that  Lafayette  would  pass  via  Wheeling 
and  Pittsburg  to  Erie,  and  thence  to 
Buffalo  and  Niagara  and  Albany  to 
Massachusetts. 

What  a  journey  for  those  days  of 
rough  roads  and  primitive  conditions ! 

In  less  than  four  months  Lafayette  cov- 
ered more  than  five  thousand  miles  by 

land  and  water,  "traversed  seas  near  the 
equator,  lakes  near  the  polar  zone,  as- 

cended rapid  rivers,  crossed  mountain 
ranges  and  received  the  homage  of 

twenty-five  states,  each  in  itself  a  free 

republic,"  during  which  the  heart  of  the 
nation,  as  the  heart  of  a  child,  poured 
out  its  love  at  his  feet  with  the  unre- 

straint of  a  confiding  trust. 

On  May  28tli,  when  he  reached 

Uniontown,  Ohio,  measures  were  al- 
ready on  foot  in  Chautauqua  for  his 

reception,  for  it  was  known  that  he  must 
pass  eastward  by  the  mail  route,  our 

main  road,  and  take  steamer  at  Dun- 
kirk for  Buffalo. 

From  Uniontown,  so  the  report  ran, 
he  would  go  down  the  Monongahela  to 

Braddock's  Field,  the  scene  of  Wash- 

ington's first  experience  in  a  great  bat- 
tle, and  on  to  Franklin,  Meadville,  Wat- 

erford  to  Erie.  This  program  was 

strictly  followed,  and  at  Erie  he  was 

again  on  historic  ground,  and  may  have 

seen  the  stocks  upon  which  Ebenezer 

Crosby  and  Sailing  Master  Dobbins 

built  the  Lawrence,  Perrv's  flagship  in 
the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie. 

Thuswise  on  the  4th  of  June,  1825, 
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did  Lafayette  approach  our  state  line 
and  pass  into  our  county. 
We  Chautau(|uans  have  ever  been  a 

lively  folk  and  no  more  backward  then 
than  now  when  a  question  of  public 
enterprise  or  ])atriotic  spirit  was  at stake. 

The  privilege  of  being  first  to  greet 
and  welcome  the  honored  guest  into 
the  state  devolved  upon  the  citizens  of 
Westfield,  who  appointed  a  committee 
of  arrangements,  of  which  T.  B.  Camp- 

bell was  chairman.  Mr.  Peacock's  su- 
perb carriage,  the  traditional  grandeur 

of  which  has  passed  down  to  our  day 
and  generation,  was  put  into  requisition 

THOS.  B.  CAMPfJELL. 

to  bring  him  from  the  state  line  where 
the  committee  met  him  with  everv  ex- 

pression of  welcome  and  good  cheer. 

Mr.  Campbell  said:  "With  hearts 
full  of  gratitude  for  services  rendered 

to  our  country,  we,  in  behalf  of  the  cit- 
izens of  Westfield,  have  come  to  wel- 
come your  return  to  the  State  of  New 

York.  We  assure  you.  General,  that 

the  same  grateful  feelings  which  have 
been  so  unanimously  expressed  to  vou 

by  the  people  of  this  Republic  influence 
and  animate  the  citizens  of  this  part  of 
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our  state,  and  although  unable  to  re- 

ceive you  with  the  splendors  which  ac- 
companied your  reception  on  landing 

on  our  shores,  yet  we  do  receive  you 
with  no  less  affectionate  and  grateful 

hearts." 
To  which  General  de  Lafayette  re- 

sponded in  becoming  terms  with  his 

usual  grace  of  sincere  feeling  and  ap- 
preciation. 
A  large  company  of  citizens  from 

the  northwestern  townships  accompan- 
ied Lafayette  from  the  state  line  to 

Westfield.  Others  greeted  him  on  his 

way  and  met  him  here. 
The  hour  of  his  arrival  had  been 

uncertain  and  the  military  and  people 

waited  all  day  in  Westfield,  keenly  at- 
tentive to  hear  the  sound  of  the  signal 

gun,  prepared  to  announce  the  approach 
of  the  veteran.  About  the  hour  of  sun- 

set the  hero  appeared  amidst  the  joy- 
ful ringing  of  bells,  bonfires,  illumina- 

tions and  music,  another  address  of  wel- 
come and  his  reply.  The  presentation 

of  all  the  citizens,  women,  children  and 
war  veterans  of  Westfield  is  recorded 

in  our  published  history  of  Chautauqua, 
and  the  fact  of  his  having  secured  about 

two  hours'  rest,  and  partaken  of  sup- 
per in  this  village. 

The  committee  from  Fredonia  met 

him  here  and  escorted  him  onward, 

starting  at  about  ten  o'clock. 
The  militia  of  Fredonia  had  been 

newly  equipped  and  specially  drilled, 

with  orders  to  escort  the  nation's  guest 
from  his  last  halting  place  and  not  to 

leave  him  until  he  should  be  safely  de- 
livered to  the  waiting  arms  of  his  hosts 

at  Buf¥alo.  The  bodyguard  here,  as 
elsewhere,  was  made  up  of  veterans 
who  had  fought  with  him  or  under  his 
command  in  the  Revolution. 

I  had  the  account  of  his  coming  to 

Fredonia  from  my  grandparents'  lips, 
and  although  mv  father  w^as  but  eleven 
years  old  at  the  time,  and  my  mother 

nine,  every  moment  of  that  great  day 

always  remained  vividly  impressed  on 
their  minds  and  was  often  related  to 

their  children.  Their  schoolmate  and 

lifelong  friend,  Devillo  A.  White,  still 
lives  to  recall  these  scenes,  in  his  native 

village,  and  he  is  my  authority  for  La- 

fayette's having  pronounced  the  militia, 
men  and  officers,  at  Fredonia,  "the  fin- 

est looking  men  in  bearing  and  phv- 
sique  that  he  had  seen  since  his  arrival 

in  America,"  and  I  think  a  little  natural 
pride  on  my  part  will  be  pardoned,  when 
I  recall  the  fact  that  my  grandfather, 

Elijah  Risley,  and  General  Leverett 

Barker  were  Brigadier  and  Major  Gen- 
erals commanding  that  militia. 

Mr.  Peacock's  coach  does  not  appear 
to  have  conveyed  him  beyond  West- 
field  as  further  significant  facts  seem 

to  testif}^  The  road  had  been  mend- 
ed and  a  few  streams  bridged,  which 

until  now  had  been  forded  ;  but  for  the 

most  part  it  was  a  corduroy  road  and 
traveling  was  slow  work.  At  intervals 
of  every  mile  messengers  were  posted 
on  swift  horses  to  pass  on  the  word  of 

his  approach.  Guns  were  fired  at  Rip- 

ley, W^estfield,  Portland  and  Fredonia 
when  those  breathless  riders  announced 
that  the  hero  had  crossed  the  state  line. 

Every  man,  woman  and  child  turned 

out  to  wave  him  a  welcome ;  in  the  vil- 

lages along  the  route  arches  and  bow- 
ers of  flowers  and  evergreens  appeared, 

together  with  flags  and  all  the  devices 
of  decoration  which  love  and  the  small 
resources  of  the  rural  settlements  could 

accomplish ;  bonfires  were  ready,  the 
few  cannon  and  the  many  old  muskets 
at  command  were  polished  and  primed 

for  salute,  songs  and  choruses  practiced 

by  every  choir. 
The  25th  of  June  broke  cloudless  and 

a  kindly  shower  the  night  before  had 
laid  the  dust.  Our  famous  maples  were 
in  full  leaf  and  the  perfume  of  syringas 
and  lilacs  and  wild  roses  filled  the  air. 

Before  midday  every  road  leading  to 
Fredonia  was  lined  with  wagons,  carts, 
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and  carriages  ;  and  people  came  pour- 
ing in  from  over  the  hills  and  up  and 

down  the  Lake  and  Main  roads,  on 

foot  and  on  horse,  and  in  every  vehicle 
that  could  be  found  to  bring  them  to 
greet  Lafayette.  There  were  huzzas  as 
from  one  voice  when  the  news  carriers 

reported  that  he  had  crossed  the  state 

line  and  had  received  the  delegation 
from  Westfield,  and  louder  ones  arose 
when  some  one  said  that  he  v/ould  be 

in  Fredonia  at  three  o'clock. 

But  three  o'clock  came,  and  no  hero. 
Then  four  and  five,  and  still  waiting, 
and  no  sign.  Finally  a  rider  dashed 
down  the  hill  shouting  that  an  accident 

had  delayed  the  great  General  beyond 
Westfield. 

This  delay  promised  a  long  wait,  but 
there  was  no  thought  of  giving  up  and 
going  home.  The  crowd  only  drew  closer 
together  and  later  on  that  long  June 
day,  supper  was  passed  from  hand  to 
hand,  and  when  the  sun  had  fairly  set, 
the  little  children  were  hushed  to  sleep 
as  the  shadows  deepened,  while  tHe 
older  ones  and  their  parents  stood  their 

ground,  cheered  by  word,  long  after 

nightfall,  that  the  hero  was  actually  sup- 
ping at  Westfield. 

Courier  after  courier  brought  reports 
of  the  slow  progress.  At  last  came 

word  that  the  carriage  taken  at  West- 
field  had  broken  down  and  was  with 

great  difficulty  being  patched  up,  that 
the  horses  were  tired,  and  the  road  very 
rough,  in  spite  of  the  care  taken.  The 
brave  General,  too,  was  reported  as 
somewhat  jaded  by  his  long  and  always 

exciting  journey.  Then,  last  of  all,  came 
a  rider  announcing  that  Lafayette  could 
not  arrive  before  midnight  or  later. 
Did  these  tidings  daunt  the  waiting 

Chautauquans ?  Xot  a  bit.  ''Let  us  il- 

luminate his  road,"  they  cried.  "Let 
every  pane  of  glass  show  a  lighted  taper 

and  every  knoll  a  bonfire."  The  word 
ran  like  wildfire,  and  when,  long  after 

midnight,  the  fifes  began  to  play  "Hail 

to  the  Chief,"  and  the  procession  ap- 
peared over  the  brow  of  the  hill,  under 

a  salute  of  thirteen  guns,  a  signal  torch 
was  lighted,  and  the  hamlet,  nestling  in 
dark  forest  trees,  burst  into  a  l)laze  of 
dazling  light. 

The  Benjamin  Prescott  Chapter  of 

the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion in  their  reverent  care  to  ]3reserve 

every  precious  relic  or  memento  of.  our 

past,  have  "writ  in  brass"  a  memorial 
of  that  illumination,  and  so  long  as  the 
Barker  Library  building  in  Fredonia 

lasts,  all  will  remember  that  the  win- 

dows in  General  Barker's  house  blazed 
bright  that  evening,  and  that  one  candle 
more  eager  than  the  rest,  burned  the 
very  wood  of  the  window  sill. 

My  father,  the  late  Hanson  A.  Risley, 
has  told  me  that  he  was  among  the  first 

to  reach  the  General's  carriage,  and  be- 
ing a  slender  little  fellow,  managed  to 

slip  in  close  to  the  carriage  door  and 
run  along  by  its  side.  People  with  pine 

knot  torches  formed  deep  lines,  shout- 

ing "Welcome  !  Welcome  !"  as  the  car- 
riage passed  through  their  midst,  while 

Lafayette  bowed  right  and  left,  saying 

"Thank  you,  dear  friends,  a  thousand 

times." 
At  last  a  great  hush  fell  on  the  peo- 

ple. The  carriage  had  stopped  on  the 

village  green  in  front  of  a  beautiful  tri- 
umphal bower.  The  very  heart  of  Fre- 

donia stood  still  as  the  hero  prepared 
to  set  foot  on  the  soil.  Lafayette  rose, 

and  my  father  who  had  kept  his  place 
close  to  the  door,  opened  it,  and  he  has 
told  me  how  his  heart  thrilled  as  he  felt 

the  revered  hand — the  hand  that  had 

clasped  the  hand  of  Washington — touch 
lightly  on  his  shoulder,  as  the  General 
descended.  He  was  now  nearly  three 

score  years  and  ten.  Five  of  these  years 
had  been  passed  in  the  terrible  dungeon 
at  Olmutz,  but  his  step  was  firm  and 

his  voice  had  a  strange  ring  of  com- 

mand and  power,  to  my  father's  ears, 
although  it  only  murmured  a  courteous 
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''Thank  you,"  to  the  self  constituted 
Httle  equerry.  The  eager  boy  noted 

at  a  glance,  and  never  forgot,  the  per- 
fection of  the  cut  of  the  French  gener- 

al's fine  brown  cloth  citizen's  coat,  the 
dainty  folds  of  his  white  silk  necker- 

chief, and  the  easy  grace  with  which  he 
held  his  hat  in  his  hand. 

From  a  stage  in  the  center  of  the 

green,  the  orator,  the  Reverend  David 

Brown,  now  spoke  the  words  of  wel- 

come. ''We  rejoice  to  see  you  in  our 
midst,"  said  he,  "we  give  you  welcome 
to  our  rural  hospitalities  and  we  thank 

you  for  the  great  pleasure  thus  to  salute 
a  man  most  high  and  most  dear  in  the 

estimation  of  every  American.  We  ad- 
mire the  brilliant  lustre  of  your  early 

heroism,  by  which  you  were  inspired 
to  rend  the  strongest  ties  of  nature,  and 
as  a  disinterested  volunteer,  in  the 

righteous  cause  of  liberty,  to  burst  from 
the  attractions  of  all  that  was  splendid, 

and  all  that  was  lovely  in  your  young 

life.  Our  simple  reception  will  sufifice 
to  tell  you  for  how  much  and  for  what 

we  admire  you,  but,  sir,  our  admiration 
is  qualified  by  a  dearer  sentiment.  We 

greatly  admire  your  character  as  stand- 
ing in  the  front  rank  of  the  true,  dis- 

interested champions  of  the  universal 

republic  whose  citizens  comprise  all  the 

friends  of  liberty  on  earth." 
How  the  drums  rolled  and  what 

cheers  rent  the  air  as  Doctor  Brown 

went  on :  "When  the  fires  of  persecu- 
tion assailed  you,  sir,  our  hearts  were 

taught  to  burn  with  indignation,  and 

to  shudder,  at  the  hated  name  of  Ol- 

mutz,  where  the  prison  damps  were  set- 
tling on  the  brow  of  our  hero,  and  our 

friend."  As  Doctor  Brown  closed,  after 
more  phrases,  heartfelt  and  eloquent, 
he  stepped  forward,  clasped  General  de 
Lafayette  in  his  arms  and  kissed  his 
cheek. 

A  hush  fell  upon  the  crowd  when 

Lafayette,  glancing  around,  responded. 

His  air  was  martial,  despite  his  citizen's 

garb,  and  although  he  spoke  with  the 

slightest  French  accent,  it  was  so  clear- 
ly that  not  a  word  was  lost : 

"My  dear  sir,  accept  most  sincere 
thanks  for  your  afifectionate  address. 
Your  allusions  to  my  early  visits  to 

America,  to  my  services  here  and  to 

my  suffering  since  are  very  kind  and  I 
must  confess  are  very  gratifying  to  my 

feelings.  The  manner  of  my  reception 

here  in  a  place  so  shortly  since  a  wild- 
erness, as  you  have  said,  surprises 

as  much  as  it  pleases  me.  Surely  I  am 
very  much  obliged,  and  I  beg  you,  sir, 
with  the  committee  who  have  shown  me 

every  kindness,  to  accept  my  grateful 

acknowledgment." 
Then  all  made  way  for  the  veterans 

of  the  Revolution,  who  pressed  forward 

to  salute  him.  But  Lafayette  would 

take  no  military  salute.  "My  brother- 
soldier,"  he  said,  as  he  not  only  grasped 
the  hand,  but  embraced  the  bent  form 
of  each  old  warrior.  Major  General 
himself  before  he  was  twenty,  he  was 

now  much  younger  than  many  of  the 
men  who  had  served  with  him.  The 

whole  village  watched  the  meeting  of 

the  soldiers.  The  watchwords  of  Amer- 

ican history  ,  Brandywine  and  York- 
town,  passed  among  them,  and  one  of 

my  own  great-grandfathers  found  time 

to  whisper :  "General,  Fve  always  kept 
the  shoes  you  gave  to  me  at  Valley 

Forge." 
It  was  now  far  past  midnight,  and 

dawn  approaching.  The  long  patience 
of  the  crowd  touched  Lafayette. 

"That  the  ladies,  too,  should  remain  up 
all  night  to  receive  me,  surely  it  is  too 

much  kindness,"  he  exclaimed ;  "too 

much." 
The  ladies  were  presented  individual- 
ly by  a  master  of  ceremonies  equal  to 

the  occasion,  Mr.  David  J.  Matteson, 
and  he  has  often  recalled  to  me  his  care 

to  choose  the  prettiest  lady  in  the  vil- 

lage, who  happened  to  be  my  grand- 
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mother,  Doctor  Crosby's  wife,  for  the 
first  presentation,  and  how  he  noted 

with  pride  the  elegance  of  her  phim  col- 
ored satin  shawl  and  the  enormous  size 

of  her  fashionable  bonnet.  Mr.  Matte- 

son  said  he  was  somewhat  surprised, 

however,  as  lady  after  lady  came  for- 
ward arayed  as  she  in  a  plum  colored 

shawl  and  flaring  bonnet,  and  how  he 

never  would  have  understood  the  mys- 
tery had  not  his  own  wife  explained  to 

him  the  next  day  that  the  doctor's  wife 
who  possessed  a  new  bonnet  and  shawl 
from  Boston,  the  mart  of  fashion,  had 

loaned  her  finery  in  turn  to  each  less 
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rough  road.  A  cavalcade  of  ladies  and 

gentlemen  added  themselves  to  his  es- 
cort, loth  to  lose  sight  of  the  friend  of 

the  nation  and  accompanied  him  three 
miles  to  the  shore  of  the  lake,  where 

the  steamer  Superior  rode  at  anchor. 

As  Lafayette  put  out  to  the  steamer 

in  the  captain's  gig,  twenty-four  guns 
were  fired,  answered  by  another  twen- 

ty-four from  artillery  on  shore.  He 
stepped  aboard,  the  Superior  weighed 

anchor,  and  the  watchers  on  shore  gaz- 
ed until  the  martial  figure  at  the  stern, 

waving  farewells,  was  lost  from  sight. 

So     ended     Lafayette's  progress 

BUILDING  WHERE  GENERAL  LAFAYE 

fortunate  friend  and  neighbor,  as  they 

passed  in  to  be  presented. 

It  was  now  three  o'clock  in  the  morn- 

ing and  the  people  began  filing  past, 

eager  to  be  allowed  to  touch  the  Gen- 
eral's hand.  The  babies  and  children 

had  waked  up  and  many  proud  parents 

held  their  little  ones  high  in  the  air  that 

they  might  say  with  their  first  lisp, 

"Welcome,  Lafayette." 
When  he  had  supped,  the  last  hand 

shaken  and  the  last  baby  blessed,  the 

horses  were  again  put  to  and  the  pro- 

gress resumed.  The  night  was  over 

and  the  day  begun  as  Lafayette  faced 

northward  towards  Lake  Erie,  over  the 

TTE  WA.S  ENTERTAINED.  AT  FREDONIA, 

through  Chautauqua,  and  we  have  ev- 
idence that  this  experience,  our  cher- 

ished memory,  also  made  its  special 

impression  on  his  mind,  sated  as  he 

might  easily  have  been  with  number- 
less receptions  and  greetings.  If  you 

will  permit  I  will  quote  a  page  from  M. 

Levasseur's  journal  in  order  to  com- 
plete our  picture  of  the  event  with  his 

recollection. 
M.  Levasseur  says : 

"As  we  had  fifty  miles  to  accomplish 
before  reaching  Dunkirk  where  a 

steamboat  was  waiting  to  take  the  Gen- 
eral to  Buffalo,  and  as  he  did  not  wish 

to  detp.in  the  vessel,  we  traveled  until 
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daybreak  without  stopping.  In  this 
rapid  journey  we  passed  through  many 

large  villages  whose  population,  assem- 
bled around  bonfires  in  the  public 

places,  waited  patiently  for  the  arrival 
of  the  national  guest  to  salute  him  with 

patriotic  acclamation.  These  nocturnal 
scenes  left  a  strong  impression  and  the 

magical  effect  produced  at  Fredonia  will 
never  be  forgotten.  Yielding  to  the 

fatigue  of  preceding  days  we  were 

sleeping  in  the  carriage,  notwithstand- 
ing the  violent  jolting  occasioned  by 

the  trunks  of  trees  forming  the  road 

over  which  we  were  rapidly  passing. 
On  a  sudden  the  explosion  of  a  piece 
of  artillery  awoke  us,  and  our  eyes  were 
dazzled  by  the  glare  of  a  thousand  lights 

suspended  to  the  houses  and  trees  sur- 
rounding us.  We  were  solicited  to 

alight,  and  found  ourselves  in  the  mid- 
dle of  an  avenue  formed  on  one  side  by 

men  and  boys  and  on  the  other  by 

young  girls  and  women  with  infants  in 
their  arms.  At  the  sight  of  Lafayette 

the  air  resounded  with  joyful  cries,  all 

arms  were  stretched  out  to  him,  moth- 
ers asked  his  benediction  on  their  chil  - 

dren, and  warlike  music,  the  din  of  artil- 
lery and  bells  cheered  the  heart.  Struck 

by  so  touching  a  reception  the  General 
was  unable  for  some  time  to  subdue 
his  emotions.  At  last  he  advanced 

slowly  through  the  crowd,  shaking  af- 
fectionately the  hands  stretched  out  to 

him  and  replying  with  tenderness  to 
the  sweet  salutation  of  the  children, 

who  accompanied  his  progress  with 

cries  of  'Welcome,  Lafayette.'  * 
Notwithstanding  the  striking  character 
of  this  scene  the  General  left  himself 

obliged  to  abridge  it  that  he  might  not 
expose  to  the  cold  for  a  longer  time  the 

women  and  young  girls  who  had  passed 
all  the  night  in  the  open  air,  waiting 

for  him.  It  was  three  o'clock  in  the 
morning  when,  after  having  partaken 
of  a  collation,  we  left  Fredonia.  The 

sun  already  began  to  gild  the  summits 

of  the  forests  we  left  on  the  right  when 
we  arrived  at  Dunkirk,  a  small  port  of 
Lake  Erie.  A  committee  from  that 

town  and  a  great  number  of  ladies  had 
come  to  meet  the  General  and  received 

him  on  board  to  the  sound  of  music,  the 

delightful  harmony  of  which  accorded 

deliciously  with  the  beauty  of  the  morn- 
ing and  the  romantic  aspect  of  the  bay 

in  which  we  were." 
From  Buffalo  Lafayette  passed  on  to 

Niagara  Falls,  thence  to  Lockport  and 

by  canal  boat  to  Albany,  stopping  at  in- 
tervals to  drive  from  place  to  place 

where  loyal  crowds  were  gathered  to 

give  him  welcome. 
At  Auburn  a  fair-haired  youth  of 

twenty-four,  known  to  Chautauqua  lat- 
er as  Governor  Seward,  joined  his  es- 

cort as  marshal's  aide,  accompanying 
him  throughout  the  night  ride  to  Syra- 

cuse. I  have  from  his  lips,  too,  that  he 

heard  Lafayette  and  his  companions 

express  the  opinion  that  no  part  of 

America,  or  perhaps  of  the  world,  con- 
tains such  wonders  of  nature  as  the 

State  of  New  York.  The  grandeur  of 

our  native  forest  trees  struck  him  par- 
ticularly and  he  made  a  prophecy  of 

future  great  wealth  for  the  young  state. 
But  how  far  exceeding  the  dreams  of 

the  optimistic  Lafayette  are  the  wealth 

and  beauty  of  the  now  vine-clad  slopes 
of  Chautauqua,  surpassing  in  richness 
and  color  many  a  famed  grape  growing 

province  of  his  native  France  ! 

Lafayette  reached  Boston  on  the  ap- 
pointed 15th  of  June,  traveling  night 

and  day  after  quitting  Chautauqua.  On 
the  17th,  the  General  and  the  chief 
architect  laid  the  cornerstone  of  the 

Bunker  Hill  Monument,  in  the  presence, 

it  would  seem,  of  the  entire  citizenship 
of  New  England  . 

Daniel  Webster  was  the  orator.  At 

the  banquet  later  Lafayette  proposed 

the  famous  toast :  "Bunker's  Hill,  and 
that  holy  resistence  to  oppression  which 
has  already  disenthralled  the  American 
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Hemisphere.  The  anniversary  toast  at 
the  jubilee  of  the  next  half  century  will 

be  to  Europe  freed !" 
This  great  event  was  perhaps  the 

climax  of  his  journey,  although  the  en- 
thusiasm which  greeted  him  continued 

unabated  all  along  the  remainder  of  his 

route,  until  his  final  return  to  Washing- 
ton and  the  farewells  at  that  point, 

whence  he  sailed  for  France  in  the 

United  States  Frigate  "Brandywine." 
Here  amid  the  booming  of  guns  and  the 
sighs  of  the  nation,  whose  heart  he  had 

captivated,  he  said  good-bye  to  the 
country  of  his  adoption. 

The  farewell  words  to  President  Ad- 

ams were  :  "God  bless  you  sir ;  and  all 
who  surround  us.  God  bless  the  Ameri- 

can people,  each  of  their  states  and  the 

Federal  Government.  Accept  this  pat- 
riotic farewell  of  an  overflowing  heart ; 

such  will  be  its  last  throb  when  it 

ceases  to  beat." 
The  Brandywine  with  our  hero  on 

board  entered  ChesapeakeBay  on  Sep- 
tember 8th,  passing  full  sail  under  the 

span  of  a  brilHant  rainbow,  which 
stretched  from  shore  to  shore.  So  the 

very  skies  would  seem  to  have  vied  with 
his  fellow  citizens  to  do  him  honor,  and 
nature  reserved  to  herself  to  raise  the 

first  and  last  of  the  many  triumphial 
arches  which  were  dedicated  to  him  dur- 

ing his  extraordinary  journey. 
He  died  on  the  20th  of  May,  1834. 

In  an  eulogy  pronounced  in  his  loved 

memory  Governor  Seward  said:  "Love 
and  veneration  for  our  country  were 
the  mainspring  of  all  his  actions  and 
thoughts  from  the  early  dawn  to  the 

setting  sun  of  his  political  life." 
In  1835  when  Governor  Seward  came 

among  these  hills  as  council  in  the  Hol- 
land Land  case,  he  delighted  to  recall 

for  the  pleasure  of  his  friends  a  visit 

which  he  paid  to  Lafayette  at  the  state- 

ly Chateau  of  Lagrange,  and  I  well  re- 
member my  Grandfather  Risley  relat- 

ing how  the  Governor  talked  with  ever 

fresh  interest  of  this  cherished  event. 
All  Americans  who  traveled  abroad  in 

those  days  and  sought  him  out  in  his 

quiet  retirement  were  welcomed  by  La- 
fayette as  children  of  his  house  and 

heart.  While  a  guest  in  his  family. 

Governor  Seward  asked  Lafayette's 
daughter,  Madame  de  Maubourg,  one 
of  the  two  who  shared  his  imprisonment 

at  Olmutz,  if  the  day  of  their  release 
was  not  the  happiest  of  their  lives,  but 

she  said :  "Oh,  no,  the  happiest  day 
of  our  life  was  in  reading  the  accounts 

of  my  father's  reception  by  his  old 
friends  in  the  United  States." 

The  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the 
Erie  Railroad  in  1851  was  an  event 

fraught  with  deep  importance  to  our 
county.  On  that  occasion,  to  which 
President  Fillmore,  his  cabinet,  the 

LTnited  States  Congress  and  governors 

of  the  states  were  bidden  guests,  Dan- 
iel Webster  was  the  orator  and  the  un- 

precedented railroad  journey  of  five 
hundred  miles  made  it  necessary  for  him 

to  rest  a  guest  at  my  father's  house  in 
Dunkirk  for  a  few  days  after  the  cele- 

bration, until  its  fatigues  were  over, 
and  he  was  there  visited  by  many  of  the 

citizens.  In  my  childish  way  I  remem- 
ber hearing  the  ponderous  statesman 

refer  to  the  time  when  he  was  the  orator 

at  the  Bunker  Hill  celebration,  asso- 
ciated with  Lafayette,  and,  a  lover  of 

trees  himself,  he  recalled  the  fact  that 
the  traveled  French  General  had  been 

the  first  to  observe  to  him  the  marvel- 
ous perfection  attained  by  the  forest 

maples  in  this  far  region  of  Western 
New  York. 

In  October  of  i860  Governor  Seward 

came  to  Fredonia  to  speak  to  his  old 

Chautauqua  friends  on  the  burning 

questions  involved  in  the  Presidential 
campaign  then  in  progress.  He  had 
just  returned  from  a  speech  making 
tour  throughout  the  west  and  from  a 
visit  to  the  Republican  candidate  at 

Springfield.    The  keynote  of  his  speech 
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at  Fredonia  may  be  found  in  the  words 

he  so  often  quoted  from  Lafayette's 
closing  review  of  the  American  Revo- 

lution : 

"May  this  great  temple  which  we  have 
just  erected  to  liberty  always  be  an  in- 

struction to  oppressors,  an  example  to 

the  oppressed,  a  refuge  for  the  rights 

of  the  human  race  and  an  object  of  de- 

light to  its  founders." 
There  must  be  some  here  who  re- 

member that  stormy  day  in  October, 
i860,  when  the  citizens  turned  out  from 

Westfield,  Portland,  Silver  Creek,  Dun- 
kirk and  many  other  towns  to  meet  the 

Governor,  that  they  might  hear  his  ear- 
nest words,  discussing  the  great  issue 

which  loomed  over  the  political  horizon, 

just  before  the  most  solemn  and  ab- 

sorbing crisis  in  the  nation's  destiny. 
When  the  meeting  was  over  he  drove 

with  my  father  to  Dunkirk  to  take  the 
train  for  Buffalo.  As  the  carriage  drove 

over  the  hill  a  torchlight  procession  of 
Wide  Awakes  was  deflecting  in  the  rail 
fence  maneuver  of  antebellum  days,  to 
the  music  of  brass  band,  fife  and  drum. 

"Fredonia  illuminated,"  exclaimed  Gov- 
ernor Seward.  "Such  a  scene  in  the 

same  valley  was  witnessed  by  Lafayette 
and  described  to  me  by  him  at  Lagrange 

years  after." 
The  temple  to  liberty,  of  which  Wash- 

ington and  Lafayette  laid  the  founda- 
tion, was  not  to  receive  the  cap  stone 

of  completion  without  a  more  terrible 
struggle  than  even  Governor  Seward 
dreamed  in  that  October  of  i860,  when 

he  pictured  to  incredulous  ears  the  hor  - 
rors of  such  a  conflict  as  the  threatened 

dissolution  of  our  Union  would  bring. 

At  this  crowning  era  of  the  nation's 
history,  our  county  was  honored  with 

the  presence  of  another  whose  illus- 
trious name  is  linked  forever  with  the 

name  of  Washington  in  the  cause 

of  human  liberty.  In  the  following  Feb- 
ruary Abraham  Lincoln  crossed  the 

state  line  and  passed  along  the  north- 

ern boundary  of  Chautauqua,  even  as 

the  patriarch  Lafayette  had  done  thirty- 
five  years  before.  The  same  spirit,  that 
came  out  to  meet  Lafayette  and  honor 
his  principles  and  ideals,  came  to  meet 

the  President-elect  and  thronged  the 
stations  with  continuous  ovations  and 

God-speeds  to  his  trust  at  Washington. 
He  stood  bareheaded  on  the  platform 

of  his  car,  and  spoke  at  each  station 
some  kind  and  patriotic  word.  A  youth 
in  soldier  cap  stood  on  his  either  side  ; 
one  of  those  boys  was  Elmer  Ellsworth, 
the  other  John  Hay. 

Then  came  Sumter  and  the  call  to 

arms.  The  Chautauqua  Wide  Awakes 
men  and  boys,  went  off  to  do  battle  for 
our  country.  The  Chautauqua  mothers 
and  the  Chautau^qua  girls  stayed  at 
home — and  made  soldier  clothes  and 

scraped  lint  and  nursed  the  soldiers 

when  they  came  back  war  warn  and — 
we  know  the  rest. 

The  foundations  of  the  government, 

though  shaken,  became  firm  again.  The 
majestic  structure  that  Washington  and 
Lafayette  fought  and  bled  to  found,  and 
that  Lincoln  died  to  complete,  now 

stands  "unmoved,  enduring  and  immov- 

able." 

In  all  these  scenes  we  Chautauquans 

have  each  had  our  part,  we  or  our  fore- 
fathers. We  women,  who  were  the 

girls  of  '61,  are  now  the  gray  haired 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution, 

inheriting  the  spirit  and  ideals  of  our 

grandmothers  and  great-grandmothers, 

preserving  their  traditions,  while  we  re- 
call also  our  own  humble  part  in  the 

great  conflict  of  our  day,  and  as  we 

rejoice  in  the  character  of  the  nation, 

founded  on  those  ideals,  formed  in  the 

struggle  our  history  records,  let  us 
strive  on  in  the  immortal  words  of  our 

best  and  greatest  hero,  ''to  finish  the 
great  work  in  which  we  are  now  en- 

gaged"— "with  malice  toward  none  and 

with  charity  for  all." 



CIVIL  AND  POLITICAL  HISTORY. 
By  BENJ.  S  DEAN. 

It  is  my  purpose  to  tell  the 
civil  and  political  historv  ;  to 

recount  the  story  of  the  pub- 
He  life  of  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty, from  the  time  when  there 
was  no  Chautauqua  County, 
down  to  the  close  of  the  first 

century  of  its  settled  exist- 

ence.   Starting-  with  the  Su- 
r.  s.  DEAKT.     pervisors     of     the  several 
towns,  the  point  where  the  battle  rages 
most    fiercely,    we    will    follow  them 

through  the  various  stages  of  their  pub- 
lic careers,  to  the  judges  of  our  highest 

courts,  the  Governors  of  our  state,  and 

Senators  in   Congress   of  the  United 
States.    Prior  to    1772   what   is  now 

Chautauqua  County  was  a  part  of  Al- 
bany Countv,  having  no  more  definite 

existence  than  as  a  part  of  the  wilder- 
ness which  covered  nearly  all  of  the 

state  west  of  the  present  County  of  Al- 
bany.    In  the  year  mentioned  Mont- 
gomery County  was  taken  from  Albany 

County,   Fonda  becoming  the  county 

seat.   On  the  27th  of  January,  1788,  On- 
tario County  was  erected  from  Mont- 

gomery County,  and  Canandaigua  be- 
came the  county  seat,  so  that  at  the  time 

of  the  original  settlement  of  Chautau- 

qua County,  the  public  offices  were  lo- 
cated at  that  place.    On  the  30th  day 

of  March,  1802,  the  County  of  Genesee 
was  organized  out  of  Ontario  County, 

and  the  county  seat  was  fixed  at  Ba- 
tavia.    Previous  to  this  time  the  present 
territory   of  Chautauqua  County  was 
embraced  in  what  was  known  as  the 
Town  of  Northumberland.    On  the  nth 

of  April,  1804,  the  Legislature  created 

out  of  the  Town  of  Batavia,  which  in- 
cluded all   of  the  present   County  of 

Chautauqua,  the  Towns  of  Batavia,  Erie, 
Willink  and  Chautauqua.    The  present 
Towns  of  Carroll,  Poland,  Ellington, 

Cherry  Creek,  Villenova  and  a  part 
of  Hanover  were  included  in  the  terri- 

tory of  the  Town  of  Erie,  but  with  this 

exception  the  original  Town  of  Chau- 
tauqua embraced  the  same  territorv  as 

the  present  county.  The  year  1804  may, 
therefore,  be  said  to  mark  the  begin- 

ning of  the  civil  and  political  history 

of  the  County  of  Chautaucjua,  for  al- 
though the  few  residents  of  the  town 

would  have  been  entitled  to  vote,  if  pos- 

sessed of  the  requisite  amount  of  pro- 

perty, by  going  to  Batavia,  it  is  very 
doubtfrl  if  any  of  them  traveled  a  dis- 

tance cf  nearly  one  hundred  miles  for 

that  purpose.    By  the  provisions  of  the 

JAMES  MONTGOMERY. 
First  Town  Clerk  of  Chautauqua  Count}-. 

act  erecting  the  Town  of  Chautau(|ua, 
the  first  town  meeting  was  to  l)c  hcM 

at  the  residence  of  A\'idow  ?\Ic Henry, 
which  was  located  at  the  ancient  cross- 

roads in  the  present  Town  of  Westfield, 

and  near  the  original  McMahan  settle- 
ment. This  election  was  held  on  the 

5th  of  April,  1805,  and  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  John  ]\Ic?^Iahan,  a  brother  of 
James  McAIahan,  the  original  settler,  as 
the  first  Supervisor  of  the  Town  of 
Chautauqua.    He  was  a  son  of  James 
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McMahan,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  and 
came  to  this  country  with  his  parents 

in  early  life,  and  was  born  at  Chelis- 
quaque,  Pennsylvania,  about  1764,  but 
as  the  lives  of  the  McMahan  brothers 

will  be  more  fully  exploited  in  other 

portions  of  this  work  it  does  not  appear 
necessary  to  go  further  into  his  life  at 
this  time.  James  Montgomery,  who 

was  born  in  MifYlin  County,  Pennsylva- 
nia, September  12th,  1783,  and  came  to 

the  Cross  Roads  in  1803,  was  chosen  as 

Town  Clerk  at  this  election,  and  be- 
came prominently  identified  with  the 

church  and  public  affairs.  At  the  same 

time  James  McMahan,  Benjamin  Bar- 
rett and  William  Alexander  were  elect- 
ed Assessors ;  Thomas  McClintock, 

James  Durand  and  Arthur  Bell,  Com- 
missioners of  Highways ;  John  Lyons, 

Constable  and  Collector ;  Zattu  Cushing 
and  Abraham  Fredericks,  Overseers  of 

the  Poor ;  James  Perry,  Fence  Viewer ; 
David  Kincaid,  Poundmaster,  and  Peter 
Kane,  Orsamus  Holmes  and  Samuel 

Harrison,  Overseers  of  the  Highways. 

Owing  to  some  irregularity  in  the  elec- 
tion these  ofBcers  were  reappointed  by 

Benjamin  Elliot,  David  McCracken  and 

Asa  Ransom,  three  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  living  east  of  Buffalo.  Zattu 

Cushing,  for  some  reason,  was  excepted 
from  the  list  of  reappointments,  and 
Orsamus  Holmes  was  substituted  in  his 

place  for  Overseer  of  the  Poor.  Perry 
G.  Ellsworth,  David  Kincaid  and  Peter 

Kane  were  appointed  Justices  of  the 
Peace  by  the  Council  of  Appointment  at 
Albany  for  the  Town  of  Chautauqua. 
Ellsworth  came  from  New  England  and 

settled  just  west  of  the  present  Village 
of  Ripley  in  1804  or  1805,  where  he  kept 
a  public  inn ;  he  subsequently  died  in 

Michigan.  Kincaid  was  from  Pennsyl- 
vania and  settled  near  the  Cross  Roads 

in  1802.  Kane  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  served  during  the  War  of 
1812;  he  came  to  Chautauqua  County 
from  the  Mohawk  Valley  and  settled 

in  the  present  Town  of  Portland  in  1804, 

keeping:  a  tavern  at  that  point  for  a 
period  of  two  years.    He  died  in  1818. 

The  Town  of  Chautauqua  thus  be- 

came fully  organized,  the  several  offi- 
cers entering  upon  their  duties  and  dis- 

charering  them  with  fidelity  to  the  pub- 
lic. Mr.  McMahan,  the  Supervisor,  met 

with  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Gene- 
see County  at  Batavia  in  that  year,  and 

was  re-elected  in  1806  and  1807,  meet- 
ing as  before,  at  Batavia.  On  the  nth 

of  March,  1808,  the  Legislature  divided 

the  County  of  Genesee  into  the  Coun- 
ties of  Genesee,  Niagara,  Chautauqua 

and  Cattaraugus.  The  parent  county 

being  already  organized,  Niagara  Coun- 

ZATTU  CUSHING,  Fikst  Judge, 

ty,  embracing  the  present  County  of 
Erie,  was  organized  the  same  year,  but 
Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua,  by  the 

provisions  of  the  act,  were  prohibited 

from  becoming  full-fiedged  political  en- 
tities until  it  should  be  determined  by 

the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Niagara 
County,  from  the  assessment  rolls  of  the 
counties,  that  they  were  possessed  of 

five  hundred  taxable  inhabitants,  quali- 
fied to  vote  for  Members  of  Assembly. 

In  the  meantime  they  were  to  consti- 
tute, for  judicial  and  municipal  pur- 

poses, a  part  of  Niagara  County.  By 

the  same  act  the  eastern  part  of  the 
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Town  of  Chautauqua,  including  the  ter- 
ritory now  contained  in  the  towns  of 

Carroll,  Poland,  Ellincrton,  Cherry 
Creek,  Villenova  and  a  part  of  Hanover, 
were  erected  into  the  Town  of  Pomfret. 

Zattu  Cushing  of  the  new  Town  of  Pom- 
fret  and  Martin  Prendergast  of  the 

Town  of  Chautauqua,  were  appointed 
Judges  of  Niagara  County,  and  served 
until  the  organization  of  the  Countv  of 
Chautauqua  in  1811.  In  the  Town  of 

Pomfret  the  first  town  meeting  was  held 
at  the  house  of  Elisha  Marvin,  and 

Philo  Orton,  son  of  Thomas  Orton, 

and  who  was  born  atTyringham,  Mass., 

September  gth,  1778,  coming  to  Cana- 
daway,  (now  Fredonia,)  in  1806,  was 

elected  as  the  first  Supervisor.  He  con- 
tinued to  hold  this  position,  (meeting 

with  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Niag- 
ara County  at  Buffalo  until  181 1),  down 

to  18 19,  and  was  a  highlv  useful  mem- 
ber of  the  boards.  He  was  appointed 

one  of  the  Associate  Judges  of  the 
county  at  its  organization  in  t8ii,  and 
became  a  Member  of  Assembly  from 

Chautauqua  County  in  181 9.  He 

rounded  out  his  political  career  by  be- 
ing chosen  a  Presidential  elector  in  1840. 

In  the  same  year  that  Mr.  Orton  began 
his  long  political  career,  Arthur  Bell  was 

elected  Supervisor  of  the  Town  of  Chau- 
tauqua, and  served  with  the  Niagara 

County  Board.  He  was  born  in  Pax- 
ton,  Dauphin  County,  Pennsylvania, 
January  12th,  1753,  and  served  in  the 
War  of  the  Revolution  for  three  years. 
He  married  Miss  Eleanor  Montgomery, 

sister  of  the  first  Town  Clerk  of  Chau- 
tauqua, and  moved  to  Chautauc[ua 

Creek  in  1803,  where  he  became  a  pros- 
perous farmer,  and  assisted  in  the  or- 

ganization of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  county,  of  which  he  was 
a  member  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

In  the  following  year  Philo  Orton 

was  re-elected  as  Supervisor  of  Pomfret 
and  Thomas  Prendergast  was  chosen 
from    Chautauqua.     JNlr.  Prendergast 

was  a  son  of  William  Prendergast,  who 
emigrated  from  Ireland,  and  was  born 
in  Pawling,  New  York,  September  T4th, 
1758,  and  came  to  the  present  Town 
of  Ri]dev  in  1806,  where  he  resided  u]) 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  Without  changing 
his  residence,  by  the  erection  of  new 
towns,  Mr.  Prendergast  was  elected 
Supervisor  from  the  Town  of  Portland 

in  1 81 4,  and  from  the  Town  of  Ripley 
in  181 7  and  subsequent  years,  as  will 
more  fully  appear  hereafter. 

In  1810  Mr.  Orton  was  re-elected  by 
the  Town  of  Pomfret  and  Matthew  Pren- 

MA.TTHEW  PRENDERGAST, 

dergast,  eldest  of  the  sons  of  William 
Prendergast,  and  who  was  also  born  at 
Pawling,  was  chosen  for  the  Town  of 
Chautauqua.  Matthew  Prendergast 
was  sixty  vears  of  age  when  he  came 
into  Chautauqua  County  and  located 
on  the  west  side  of  Chautaucjua  Lake  in 

1806.  He  served  for  man\-  years  as  one 
of  the  Associate  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  and  died  at  his  home 

in  the  Town  of  Chautauqua  February 

24th,  1838,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Sup- 

ervisors of  Niagara  County  in  the  fall 
of  1 8 10  it  was  found  that  Chautauqua 

County  contained  the  requisite  number 
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of  taxable  inhabitants  to  entitle  it  to  be 

organized,  and  on  the  9th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 181 1,  the  Governor  and  Council  of 

Appointment,  appointed  the  recpiisite 
county  officers,  and  the  county  1)Qcanie 

fully  organized  as  a  county  in  that  year. 
Zattu  Gushing  of  Pomfret  was  appointed 
First  Judge  of  the  Gourt  of  Gommon 

Pleas ;  Matthew  Prendergast  of  Gliau- 

tauqua,  Philo  Orton  of  Pomfret,  Jona- 
than Thompson  and  William  Alexan- 

der, Associate  Judges ;  Heni-y  Abell, 
William  Gould,  John  Dexter,  Abiram 

Orton,  Assistant  Justices ;  Jeremiah 
Potter,  John  Silsbee,  Abijah  Bennett, 
Asa  Spear,  Justus  Hinman,  Benjamin 
Barrett,  David  Pratt  and  Selah  Pickett, 

Justices  of  the  Peace  ;  John  E.  Marshall, 
Glerk ;  David  Eason,  Sherif¥ ;  Scjuire 
White,  Surrogate  ;  David  G.  Gould  and 
Philo  Hopson,  Goroners.  No  District 

Attorney  for  the  county  was  appointed 

at  that  time,  the  duties  of  this  ofifice  be- 
ing discharged  by  an  attorney  who  acted 

for  several  counties.  On  the  first  Tues- 

day of  April,  181 1,  Matthew  Prender- 
gast the  story  of  whose  life  appears  in 

another  part  of  this  history,  was  chosen 

Supervisor  by  the  Town  of  Ghautauqua 
and  Philo  Orton  was  elected  for  the 

Town  of  Pomfret,  and  these  two  men, 

with  Gharles  B.  Rouse  as  Glerk,  con- 
stituted the  first  Board  of  Supervisors 

to  meet  in  Ghautauqua  Gounty. 
It  became  the  duty  of  the  Board  of 

Supervisors  to  provide  a  place  for  hold- 
ing courts  and  for  the  meetings  of  the 

Board  of  Supervisors,  and  the  board  met 
at  Mayville  and  fixed  upon  the  inn  of 
Gaptain  John  Scott  for  these  purposes. 
This  was  a  log  house,  but  before  the 

first  court  was  held,  Gaptain  Scott,  with 

the  assistance  of  other  enterprising  cit- 
izens of  the  county  seat,  went  to  Reuben 

Slayton's  saw  mill  in  the  present  Village 
of  Ashville,  and  secured  a  quantity  of 
green  planks,  joists  and  boards,  which 

they  floated  down  Goose  Greek  and  up 
the  lake  to  Mayville,  and  soon  a  two- 

story  plank  frame  house  was  in  course 
of  construction  immediately  in  front  of 

and  adjoining  the  log  tavern.  The  roof 
of  this  ambitious  building,  which  was  to 
be  the  seat  of  justice,  was  shingled,  and 

a  rough  temporary  floor  was  laid.  A 
few  temporary  windows  were  put  in, 

and  in  this  rough-hewn  temple  the  first 
Gourt  of  Gommon  Pleas  and  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  was  held  on  the 

fourth  Tuesday  of  June,  181 1,  the 

chamber  of  the  building  affording  lodg- 
ing room  for  a  portion  of  the  officers 

of  the  court  and  members  of  the  bar. 

The  building  was  afterward  improved 
and  served  as  a  court  house  for  several 

years,  and  was  subsequently  used  as  a 

printing  office,  the  Mayville  Sentinel  for 
some  years  being  published  within  its 
walls. 

The  first  regular  business  meeting  of 

the  Board  of  Supervisors  was  held  at  the 
inn  of  Gaptain  John  Scott  in  the  Town 
of  Ghautauqua  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
October,  181 1,  Matthew  Prendergast, 

Supervisor  of  Ghautauqua  and  Philo 
Orton,  Supervisor  of  Pomfret  being 

present.  Gharles  B.  Rouse  of  Ghau- 
tauqua was  chosen  Glerk,  and  the  pub- 

lic servants  of  the  county  adjourned  to 

meet  at  seven  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
an  hour  which  would  hardly  be  coun- 

tenanced among  the  public  officials  of 
today.  At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to 

raise  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  pur- 
pose of  constructing  a  court  house  and 

jail, this amountbeing  required  under  the 
provisions  of  the  law.  The  other  county 

charges  audited  were  the  bills  of  Squire 
White,  Surrogate,  $10,12^  ;  Justus 
Hinman,  $4.60 ;  George  Lowry,  $22.66 ; 
John  E.  Marshall,  $14.87;  Robert  W. 

Seaver,  $6.75;  John  S.  Bellows,  $1.50; 
commissioners  for  laying  out  jail  limits, 

$26.37.  Sheriff  Eason  had  no  bill 
against  the  county.  WilHam  Peacock 

was  appointed  by  the  Board  as  Treas- 
urer of  the  county,  and  held  the  office 

until  October,  1821,  when  he  resigned. 
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The  Supervisors  contracted  with 

Winsor  Brigham  of  Mayville  to  erect 

and  finish  a  two-story  wooden  framed 
building  for  a  court  house  and  jail,  on 

the  site  designated  by  the  commission- 
ers appointed  by  Governor  Lewis,  on 

the  15th  day  of  November,  1808.  These 
commissioners  were  Isaac  Sutherland, 
Jonas  WilHams  and  Asa  Ransom.  The 
lower  story  of  the  court  house  was  to 

contain  three  prison  cells  (two  for  crim- 

There  were  two  jury  rooms,  and  the 

whole  was  constructed  within  the  origi- 

nal appropriation  of  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. This  C(3urt  house  stood  in  front  of 

the  location  of  the  ])resent  court  house, 

with  its  front  close  up  to  Portage 

Street,  and  it  was  not  until  a1)out  181  5 

that  it  was  fully  comi)lete(l,  the  War  of 

181 2  interfering  with  the  work  of  con- 

struction, bv  reason  of  tlie  lari^-e  con- 

SC^UIRE  WHITE 
First  Surrogate  of  Chautauqua  County. 

inals  and  one  for  debtors)  on  the  east 

side  of  the  building,  with  a  narrow  hall 

passage  between  the  cells  and  the  dwel- 

ling part.  The  specifications  for  the 

dwelling  portion  required  a  large  kitch- 
en with  a  fire-place,  oven,  sink  and 

closet,  a  keeping  room  and  two  bed- 
rooms. There  was  to  be  a  well  joining 

the  north  side  of  the  house  at  the  north 

end  of  the  jail  hall.  There  was  a  broad 

stairway  leading  to  the  upper  story  from 

the  west,  facing  Portage  Street,  leading 

to  the  court  room  on  the  south  side. 

tributions  in  men  and  mone\-  macle  by 
this  county. 

In  1 81 2  the  Board  of  Suervisors  con- 
sisted of  Samuel  Ayers  of  Chautauqua 

and  Philo  Orton  of  Pomfret,  Charles 

B.  Rouse  being  re-elected  as  Clerk. 
jNIr.  Ayers  was  a  farmer  and  resided 
on  the  east  side  of  Chautauqua  Lake 
about  four  miles  from  ̂ fayville.  He 

was  a  native  of  Killingworth,  Connecti- 
cut, born  Xovember  9th,  1769,  and  came 

to  this  county  about  1808.  He  subse- 
quently   removed   to    Mrginia  where 
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he  died  in  1829.  Among  the 

county  charges  for  this  year  is  an  item 
for  $55.95  audited  in  favor  of  Robert 
Dickson  for  expenses  in  procuring 
arms  from  Albany.  These  arms  were 

for  the  Chautauqua  County  MiHtia,  and 
the  success  of  the  effort  was  one  of  the 

prominent  achievements  of  those  days. 
Mr.  Dickson  was  a  native  of  Cherry 

Valley,  New  York,  a  man  of  energy  and 
character,  and  was  appointed  as  one  of 
the  Associate  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  in  1814.  .He  died  lu 

Ripley,  August  20,  1832,  aged  seventy 
years.  In  the  year  of  181 2  Chautauqua 
County  first  gained  a  recognition  in  the 

State  Legislature  as  a  part  of  the  As- 

sembly District  made  up  of  Cattarau- 
gus, Niagara  and  Chautauqua  Counties, 

and  was  represented  by  Ebenezer  Wal- 
den  of  Niagara  County,  at  that  time 
embracing  the  present  Countv  of  Erie. 
Under  the  first  constitution  the  Senate 

consisted  of  twenty-four  members, 
elected  from  four  great  districts,  with 
an  additional  member  to  any  district 

when  by  a  septennial  census  the  number 

of  electors  had  increased  one  twenty- 
fourth.  Chautauqua  County  was  in  the 

western  district  after  1808,  and  the  dis- 
trict was  entitled  to  twelve  members 

from  1808  to  181 5,  and  later  to  nine 
members.  Archibald  S.  Clarke  of  Elli- 
cottville  became  the  first  Senator  for 

the  western  district,  who  may  be  said 

to  have  had  any  identity  with  Chautau- 
qua County,  being  in  the  same  Assemblv 

District,  in  1812,  and  he  continued  to 
serve  until  181 7.  He  was  a  member  of 

the  Council  of  Appointment  in  1816. 
The  Board  of  Supervisors  in  181 3  had 

increased  from  two  to  five  members, 
by  reason  of  the  erection  of  new  towns 

in  the  previous  year.  The  Town  of 

Ellicott,  embracing  townships  one  and 
two  in  ranges  ten  and  eleven,  was  taken 
from  the  Town  of  Pomfret ;  Gerry, 
comprising  the  present  Towns  of  Gerry, 
Ellington,  Cherry  Creek  and  Charlotte, 

was  erected  out  of  the  Town  of  Pomfret, 
as  was  also  the  Town  of  Hanover, 
which  embraced  the  territorv  of  the 

present  Towns  of  Hanover,  Villenova 
and  a  part  of  Sheridan.  John  Scott  was 
the  Supervisor  of  Chautauqua,  James 

Prendergast  of  Ellicott,  Samuel  Sin- 
clear  of  Gerry,  Nedebiali  Angell  of  Han- 

over and  Philo  Orton  of  Pomfret.  Mr. 

Orton  was  the  only  member  of  the 
Board  who  had  seen  previous  service, 
and  he  was  chosen  the  first  Chairman 

of  the  Board  of  Supervisors.  Mr. 
Rouse  was  continued  as  Clerk.  John 

Scott,  the  Supervisor  of  Chautauqua, 
was  a  son  of  William  Scott,  a  native 

of  Scotland,  and  was  born  in  Taunton, 

Massachusetts,  January  i,  1770.  He 

came  to  Canadaway  (now  Pomfret)  in 

1804,  where  he  married  Brilliant,  daugh- 
ter of  Deacon  Orsamus  Holmes,  and 

settled  in  Mayville  in  1807,  where  he 

opened  and  conducted  a  public  inn  upon 
the  site  of  the  tavern  where  the  first 

court  was  held.  He  was  a  Jeffersonian 

Democrat,  a  quiet  and  peaceable  man, 
and  well  adapted,  as  the  late  Judge 
Foote  tells  us,  for  keeoing  a  public  inn. 

He  subsequently  removed  to  Lee  Coun- 
ty, IlHnois,  where  he  died  in  1845. 

James  Prendergast,  first  Supervisor  of 
the  Town  of  Ellicott,  was  the  son  of 

William,  and  born  in  Pawling,  New 

York,  March  9th,  1764.  He  purchased 
through  his  brother  Matthew,  of  the 
Holland  Land  Company,  the  site  of  the 
western  part  of  the  present  City  of 

Jamestown,  and  took  up  his  residence 
there  in  181 1.  He  became  one  of  the 

Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 

by  appointment  in  1814.  He  was  a  Fed- 
eralist in  politics,  and  died  at  the  age 

of  eighty-three  years  on  his  farm  in  the 
Town  of  Kiantone,  whither  he  removed 

after  selling  out  his  landed  interests  in 
Jamestown  in  1835,  Samuel  Sinclear, 
the  first  Supervisor  of  the  Town  of 
Gerry,  was  born  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
March  loth,  1763.    He  was  a  nephew 
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of  General  Cilley  of  the  Revolution,  and 
served  as  his  body  servant  one  year, 
and  then  enlisted  in  the  armv,  serving- 
three  years.  He  was  in  the  Battles  of 
Germantown,  Monmouth  and  York- 

town,  and  experienced  the  trials  and 

hardships  of  Valley  Forge.  He  subse- 

quently settled  in  Madison  County,  fil- 
ling various  military  stations,  and  was 

finally  given  the  title  of  Major,  by  which 
he  was  widely  known.    In  March,  t8to, 

ing  the  same  name,  and  Judge  J.  M. 
Edson,  father  of  the  modern  Obed 
Edson,  were  sons  of  his  second  wife,  by 
her  former  marriage.  He  was  a  Federal- 

ist in  politics,  liberal  almost  to  the  ex- 
tent of  prodigality,  and  a  man  who  was 

faithful  to  all  ])ublic  trusts.  He  was 
a  pensioner  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
and  died  at  Sinclairville  in  1827.  Nede- 
biah  Angell,  first  Supervisor  of  the 
Town  of  Hanover,  was  born  in  Vermont 

JOHN  E.  MARSHALL. 
First  County  Clerk  of  Chautauqua  County. 

he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  embracins^ 

the  site  of  the  present  \  illage  of  Sin- 
clairville, and  erected  a  log  house,  to 

which  he  removed  his  family  in  the  fol- 
lowing year.  He  was  a  man  of  great 

energy  and  perseverance,  and  built  up 
a  thriving  community  about  his  mills 
and  other  enterprises.  He  was  married 
twice  and  reared  a  large  family,  whose 

descendants  are  to  be  found  through- 
out a  large  section  of  the  country. 

Colonel  Obed  Edson,  an  uncle  of 

our  honored  historian  of  todav,  bear- 

in  1787,  and  came  into  Chautauqua 

County  about  181 1,  becoming  the  origi- 
nator of  the  Angell  settlement.  He 

subsequently  removed  to  Battle  Creek, 
Michigan,  where  he  died  in  1852,  He 
served  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 

held  several  important  public  trusts,  and 
at  one  time  conducted  a  public  inn  at 
Forestville. 

In  1814,  the  Town  of  Portland  having 
been  erected  out  of  a  part  of  the  Town 
of  Chautauqua  in  the  preceding  year, 

embracing  the  territory  of  the  present 
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Towns  of  Portland,  Westfield  and  Rip- 
lev,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  consisted 
of  six  members.  John  E.  Marshall,  who 

served  as  County  Clerk  from  1811  to 

181 5,  represented  the  Town  of  Chau- 
tauqua ;  Amos  Atkins,  Gerry ;  Joseph 

Brownell,  Hanover,  and  Thomas  Pren- 
dergast,  Portland.  James  Prendergast 
of  Ellicott  was  elected  Chairman,  Mr. 

Rouse  continuing  as  Clerk.  John  Mar- 
shall was  a  physician  and  was  born  in 

Norwich,  Connecticut,  March  18,  1795. 
He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Marshall,  and 

came  to  Mayville  in  1809.  He  married 

Ruth,  another  daughter  of  Deacon  Or- 
samus  Holmes  of  Canadaway,  and  at  the 
close  of  his  services  as  County  Clerk 

he  removed  to  Buffalo,  where  he  be- 
came eminent  in  his  profession,  and  was 

subsequently  appointed  County  Clerk 
of  Niagara  County,  holding  the  office 

two  years.  Pie  died  in  Buffalo  Decem- 
ber 27th,  1838.  Amos  Atkins,  the  sec- 
ond Supervisor  of  the  Town  of  Gerry, 

moved  into  Chautauqua  County  near 
William  Bemus  in  1808,  coming  from 

the  State  of  Vermont.  In  1810  he  lo- 
cated in  the  present  Town  of  Gerry, 

settling  upon  the  farm  subsequently 
owned  by  John  Love,  Jr.,  where  he  kept 
an  inn  for  several  years.  Mr.  Atkins 

was  a  Democrat,  and  political  feeling 

running  high  that  year,  he  was  chosen 
over  Major  Sinclear,  but  his  triumph 

was  short-lived,  as  the  Major  was  re- 
elected in  the  following  year.  Mr.  At- 

kins, with  his  brother-in-law,  Stephen 
Jones,  subsequently  removed  farther 
west,  his  career  being  unknown  to  the 

writer.  Joseph  Brownell  ,  Supervisor 
of  Hanover,  was  born  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  May  14,  1783.  He  first 
emigrated  to  Oneida  County  and  from 
there  to  the  present  Town  of  Hanover 

(Nashville)  in  1810,  purchasing  his  farm 
at  Batavia,  while  on  his  way  to  his  new 
home,  and  had  his  deed  of  the  Holland 

Land  Company  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres.    He  was  an  Assessor  of  the 

Town  of  Pomfret  and  first  Postmaster 

of  Nashville  and  active  in  forming  the 
first  Baptist  Church  in  the  town,  of 
which  he  was  chosen  Deacon.  He 
served  with  the  militia  in  the  War  of 

1812,  was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  1810  and  held  the  office  many 

years.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat ; 
he  died  at  Nashville  April  14,  1844,  in 

the  seventy-first  year  of  his  age. 
In  1815,  the  Board  of  Supervisors 

was  composed  of  Martin  Prendergast, 

Chautauqua ;  James  Prendergast,  Elli- 
cott ;  Samuel  Sinclear,  Gerry ;  Daniel 

Russell,  Hanover;  Viola  Orton,  Pom- 
fret,  and  David  Eaton,  Portland.  The 
latter  was  chosen  Chairman  with  C.  B. 

Rouse  as  Clerk.  Martin  Prendergast, 

the  Supervisor  of  Chautauqua,  was  the 
son  of  William,  a  brother  of  Thomas, 

Matthew  and  James,  and  was  born  in 
Pawling,  New  York,  April  29,  1769, 

and  emigrated  to  Chautauqua  and  com- 
menced as  a  merchant  with  his  brother, 

Jedediah  Prendergast,  at  Mayville  in 
181 1,  where  they  continued  in  business 

many  years  and  at  a  later  date,  opened 

another  store  in  Jamestown.  He  con- 
tinued as  Supervisor  for  a  long  term 

of  years  and  was  one  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Niagara 

County  before  the  organization  of 

Chautauqua.  David  Eaton,  the  Super- 
visor of  Portland,  was  the  son  of  Ben- 

jamin Eaton  ;  he  was  born  in  Framing- 
ham,  Massachusetts,  February,  2nd, 

1782,  coming  to  the  Town  of  Portland 
in  1806.  He  resided  upon  the  same 

farm  over  sixty  years.  Lie  was  a  lieu- 

tenant in  Captain  Moore's  Company  of 
Chautauqua  Militia  and  was  wounded 

in  the  Battle  of  Queensr^^wn,  October 

[3th,  1812.  He  served  up  to  Septem- 
ber, 1814.  He  served  as  Town  Clerk  of 

Portland  about  fourteen  years,  as  Sup- 
ervisor six  years  and  as  Clerk  of  the 

Board  for  many  years  and  in  every  sta- 
tion he  was  esteemed  a  faithful,  honest, 

competent  officer. 
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In  1816,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  met 

at  the  Court  House  in  Mayville,  Octo- 
ber 1st.  Present:  Martin  Prender- 

gast,  Chautauqua  ;  John  Frew,  ElHcott ; 

Samuel  Sinclear,  Gerry  ;  Joseph  Brow- 
nell,  Hanover ;  Pahiier  Phillips,  Har- 

mony;  Fils  Orton,  Pomfret ;  David 
Eaton,  Portland,  and  Amos  Atwater  of 

Ripley.  Martin  Prenderg-ast  was  chos- 
en Chairman  and  Jacob  Houghton, 

Clerk,  a  resolution  being  adopted  that 
Charles  B.  Rouse  be  no  longer  Clerk. 
James  Porter  Rochester,  a  student  in 

the  law  office  of  Mr.  Houghton,  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  Clerk  as  deputy. 

DAVID  EATOM. 

Martin  Prendergast,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Board,  was  appointed  Sealer  of 
Weights  and  Measures  and  John  D. 
Dexter,  agent,  to  direct  the  court  house 
and  jail  repairs.  John  Frew  v/as  the  son 
of  Hugh  Frew  and  born  in  Killeleagh, 
Ireland,  August  2nd,  1789,  and  came 

with  his  parents  and  two  younger  broth- 
ers to  the  United  Stales  in  1794.  In 

1800  they  emigrated  through  the  wilder- 
ness up  the  Sinnemahoning  Creek  to  the 

head  of  the  Alleganv  and  down  the 

Allegany  to  \\'arren  and  up  the  Con- 
newango  to  Beech  Woods,  now  Farm- 
mgton,  Pennsylvania,  where  the  family 
located  and  endured  great  hardships. 

The  father  and  sons,  John  and  James, 

cleared  up  a  good  farm,  l)uilt  a  grist- 
mill and  prospered.  In  ]8o(j,  John  Frew 

purchased  an  interest  in  lands  on  the 

east  side  of  the  Connewango  in  the 
present  Town  of  Carroll,  at  Fre\v.s1)urg, 
where  he  erected  mills  with  Thomas 

Russell.  His  brother  James  sul)se(|uent- 
ly  Durchased  the  interest  ol  Russell. 

They  built  mills,  cleared  fine  farms  anc' 
became  wealthy  from  honest  industry. 
John  Frew  was  a  Democrat  in  politics ; 

was  elected  Supervisor  in  i8t6  in  oppo- 
sition to  one  of  the  most  influential  and 

wealthy  citizens  of  the  town  1)y  seventy- 

six  majority,  and  was  re-elected  to  the 
same  office  as  long  as  he  could  1)e  pre- 

vailed on  to  accept  it.  He  was  appoint- 

ed a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  and  a  Justice  of  the 

Peace,  which  offices  he  declined.  He 

died  in  1865  at  his  home  in  Car- 

roll, aged  seventy-six  years.  In  the 
meantime,  the  Town  of  Harmony,  des- 

tined to  play  an  active  part  in  the  poli- 
tics of  Chautauqua  County,  was  organ- 
ized out  of  the  Town  of  Chautauqua  and 

was  represented  by  Palmer  Phillips,  its 

first  Supervisor,  who  was  a  son  of  Jona- 
than Phillips  and  born  in  Preston,  Con- 

necticut, in  1781,  and  emigrated  to  Pitts- 
town,  New  York,  where  he  married 
j\Iiss  Content  Patchen.  He  removed  to 

the  present  Town  of  Busti  in  181 1, 
cleared  up  a  farm  and  reared  a  large 
family.  He  removed  to  Jamestown 

al30ut  1849,  "^vhere  he  died  in  i860.  He 
was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
1815  and  held  the  office  for  some  years. 
Amos  Atwater,  first  Su])ervisor  of  the 
Town  of  Ripley  (erected  in  1817  out  of 
the  Town  of  Portland),  was  the  son  of 

Joshua  and  l)etsy  Atwater  and  was  born 
in  Xew  Haven,  Connecticut,  in  1787. 

In  1813  he  removed  to  the  present 
Town  of  \\>stfield  and  settled  on  the 

west  side  of  Chautauqua  Creek  above 
the  village,  where  he  carried  on  wool 

carding  and  cloth  dressing  and  subse- 

quently established  an  oil  mill  and  be- 
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came  a  useful  and  honored  citizen.  He 

was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  1818.  He  served  as  a  volunteer  in  the 

militia  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  in  181 3. 

In  t8t8  there  is  no  record  of  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Chairman  of  the  Board,  nor  of 

the  choice  of  a  Clerk,  but  as  Joseph 
Brownell  was  a  member  of  the  Board 

and  had  been  the  Chairman  the  previous 

year,  it  is  likely  he  was  elected,  and  it 

is  probable  that  Mr.  Rogers  was  con- 
tinued as  Clerk.  Martin  Prendergast 

appears  once  more  for  the  Town  of 
Chautauqua  and  Gerry  is  represented 

THOMAS  B.  CAMPBELL,. 
Member  of  Assembly,  Supervisor  and  Judge. 

by  Samuel  Sinclear.  Pomfret,  after 
having  sent  Philo  Orton  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  for  seven  years,  made  a 
change  in  this  year  to  Leverett  Barker. 
Portland  was  represented  by  Thomas 

B.  Campbell,  who,  with  Richard  P.  Mar- 
vin of  Jamestown,  represented  Chau- 

tauqua County  in  the  Assembly  of  1836, 
and  who  held  the  office  of  First  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  from 

1845  to  1847,  and  the  office  of  County 
Clerk  from  April,  1820,  to  February  of 
the  following  year.  No  other  changes 
were  made,  the  Board  remaining,  with 

these  exceptions, as  in  the  previous  year. 

exceptions,  as  in  the  previous  year.  In 

In  this  year  Daniel  G.  Garnsey,  of  Fre- 
donia,  who  held  the  office  of  Surrogate 

from  1813  to  1821,  was  appointed  Dis- 
trict Attorney  of  the  county,  being  the 

first  to  hold  this  office,  the  duties  of 

which  had  previously  been  discharged 

by  officers  chosen  for  larger  districts. 
He  continued  to  hold  this  office  up  to 

1826.  The  representatives  of  the  As- 
sembly District,  which  still  consisted  of 

three  counties,  were  both  chosen  from 

Cattaraugus  County  for  this  year. 
In  1819  there  were  no  changes  in  the 

membership  of  the  Board,  but  John 
Frew  of  EUicott  was  chosen  Chairman, 

and  Mr.  Rogers  was  continued  as  Clerk. 
In  this  year  Philo  Orton  of  Pomfret, 
whose  long  service  as  Supervisor  had 

given  him  much  of  legislative  experi- 
ence, became  a  Member  of  Assembly, 

serving  with  Isaac  Phelps  of  Cattarau- 

gus County.  Mr.  Orton  closed  his  pub- 
lic services  as  a  Presidential  elector  in 

1840. 

In  1820  Thomas  B.  Campbell  of  Port- 
land was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Board 

and  David  Eaton,  who  had  formerly  rep- 
resented that  town,  was  chosen  Clerk. 

The  only  change  in  membership  this 
year  was  from  the  Town  of  Hanover, 

which  sent  Nathan  Mixer,  who  subse- 
quently represented  the  county  in  the 

Assembly  in  1825,  1828  and  in  1829, 
when  we  were  allowed  two  Members. 

In  this  year  Elial  T.  Foote  of  James- 
town, who  was  subsequently,  and  in 

1824,  appointed  First  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  serving  until  1843, 

represented  Chautauqua  County  in  the 

Assembly,  Oliver  Forward  of  Cattarau- 

gus County  being  his  fellow  Member. 
Mr.  Forward  subsequently  removed  to 
Buffalo  and  served  one  term,  1821  and 

1822,  as  Senator  from  the  Western  Dis- 
trict, embracing  this  county. 

In  1 82 1  Palmer  Phillips  of  Harmony 

became  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Sup- 
ervisors and  David  Eaton  of  Portland 
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was  continued  as  Clerk.  In  the  mean- 
time, and  in  this  year,  Clymer  had  1)een 

erected  out  of  the  Town  of  Chautauqua, 
embracing:  the  territory  of  the  present 
Towns  of  Clymer,  Sherman,  Mina  and 
French  Creek  ;  and  Ellery  had  likewise 
been  carved  out  of  the  Town  of  Chau- 

tauqua, as  had  also  the  Town  of  Stock- 
ton. Martin  Prendergast  continued  to 

represent  the  Town  of  Chautauqua ; 
Ande  Nobles  was  elected  as  the  first 

Supervisor  of  Clymer ;  Almon  Ives  as 
the  first  Supervisor  cf  Ellery ;  John 
Frew  was  continued  from  Ellicott ;  Joel 

JAMES  MULLET,  Jh, 

Burnell  was  chosen  from  Gerry  ;  Nathan 
Mixer  from  Hanover;  Palmer  Phillips 
from  Harmonv  ;  Leverett  Barker  from 

Pomfret;  Thomas  B.  Campbell  from 
Portland ;  Thomas  Prendergast  from 

Ripley  and  Calvin  Warren  represented 

the  Town  of  Stockton  as  its  first  Super- 
visor. William  Smith  of  Chautauqua 

was  appointed  Surrogate  this  year,  serv- 
ing until  1822,  when  he  was  succeeded 

1)y  William  Smith,  Jr.,  of  the  same  town, 
who  continued  to  hold  the  office  up  to 

1 841.  John  Dexter  of  Chautauqua,  who 

had  served  as  County  Clerk  from  1815 

to  1820,  was  again  appointed  to  this 

office  in  Fel)ruary,  1821,  the  office  hav- 
ing 1)een  filled  from  Ai)ril,  1820,  l)y 

Thomas  TL  Campbell  of  Portland.  He 
was  elected  in  1822  and  served  two 

terms  of  three  years  each.  In  1821 
William  Hotchkiss  of  Cattaraugus  and 

Jedediah  T^-endergast  of  Chautauc|ua 
represented  the  Asseml)ly  District  in 
the  Legislature. 

In  1822  Harmony  yielded  the  Chair- 
manship of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  to 

Leverett  Barker  of  k^redonia,  no  change 
in  the  Clerk  being  made  from  the  prev- 

ious year.  John  Heath  appeared  for 
Clymer,  Peter  Loucks  for  Ellery  and 
Hugh  B.  Patterson  for  Gerry.  No 
other  changes  in  membership  were  made 

this  year.  Thomas  B.  Campbell  of  Port- 
land and  David  Eason  of  Pomfret  repre- 

sented the  county  in  the  Assembly  of 
that  year,  and  as  we  have  already  seen 
Mr.  Eason  was  chosen  as  one  of  the 

four  Senators  from  the  Eighth  District. 
In  1823  Thomas  B.  Campbell  was 

again  called  upon  to  preside  over  the 

deliberations  of  the  Board  of  Supervis- 
ors, the  Clerk  remaining  the  same  as 

before.  In  this  year  Busti  was  formed 
from  Ellicott  and  Harmony,  making  it 

the  only  town  in  the  countv  which  has 
been  formed  out  of  a  ]3art  of  the  two 

original  towns  of  Chautauc|ua  and  Pom- 
fret, Ellicott  being  a  descendant  of  the 

latter  and  Harmony  of  the  former.  Ml- 
lenova  was  taken  from  the  Town  of 

Hanover  in  this  year.  lUisti  was  not 

represented  in  the  session  of  1823,  and 
\lllenova  first  appeared  in  the  official 
life  of  the  county  through  Ezra  PufTer. 
Stockton  sent  Henry  Walker  ;  Pomfret, 
Abiram  ( )rton :  Ellicott,  James  Hall, 
who  served  as  a  Meml)er  of  Assembly 
in  the  session  of  1834;  and  Ellery  was 

represented  by  Abigail  Clark.  Other- 
wise the  Board  stood  as  in  1822.  In 

this  vear  Chautauqua  County  became  a 

separate  Assembly  District  and  was 
represented  bv  James  ̂ Mullet,  Jr.,  of 
Pomfret,  who  was  re-elected,  serving  in 
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the  session  of  1824,  and  becoming  Sher- 
iff of  the  county  in  1826,  afterward  serv- 

ing as  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
In  1824  Thomas  B.  Campbell  was 

again  chosen  Chairman,  and  the  Clerk 
of  the  former  Board  was  continued  in 
ofifice.  Daniel  Sherman,  father  of  a 

subsequent  Surrogate  of  the  county, 

who  is  still  living,  became  the  first  Sup- 
ervisor of  the  Town  of  Busti.  Gardiner 

Cleveland  represented  Clymer :  Reuben 

Slayton,  Harmony  ;  and  Mina  which  had 
in  the  meantime  been  formed  out  of 

the  Town  of  Clymer,  had  Nathaniel 

Throop  as  its  first  Supervisor.  There 
were  no  other  changes  in  the  Board  this 

KI.IAL  T.  FOOTE. 

year.  In  January  of  this  year  Elial  T. 
Foote  was  appointed  First  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  a  position 

which  he  held  until  April,  1843.  He  was 
a  resident  of  Jamestown  and  served 
as  a  Member  of  Assembly  in  1820,  1826, 
1827,  and  is  the  one  man  to  whom  the 

county  is  largely  indebted  for  the  pre- 
servation of  much  of  the  historical  data 

of  earlier  times.  Up  to  this  time  the 
political  zeal  of  the  county  appears  to 
have  been  at  a  low  ebb,  for  we  find  that 
in  the  election  of  the  various  Governors, 

the  people  of  Chautauqua  County  had 
taken  only  an  incidental  interest.  In 

181 3  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  received 

two.  hundred  forty-eight  votes  and  Dan- 
iel D.  Tompkins  three  hundred  five. 

In  1816,  Mr.  Tompkins  received  four 
hundred  twenty  votes  and  Rufus  King, 

three  hundred  twenty-eight.  In  181 7 
DeWitt  Clinton  received  six  hundred 

five  votes,  only  seven  scattering  votes 
being  cast  against  him,  and  in  1820,  in 
a  contest  with  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
Mr.  Clinton  received  seven  hundred  for- 

ty-four votes  to  four  hundred  fifty-five 
for  Mr.  Tompkins.  In  1822  Joseph  C. 

Yates,  who  was  practically  without  op- 
position, received  sixteen  hundred 

eighty-nine  votes,  with  ten  scattering. 
These  were  days  when  Chautauqua  was 

a  canal  county  and  when  DeWitt  Clin- 
ton ran  for  Governor  against  Samuel 

Young  in  1824  the  former  received  four- 
teen hundred  eighty-thiee  and  the  lat- 

ter one  thousand  ninety-three  votes. 
In  1825  - there  was  no  change  in  the 

organization  of  the  Board  of  Super 
visors  from  that  of  the  previous  year. 

Ellington,  which  was  erected  from 
Gerry  in  1824,  was  represented  this 

year  for  the  first  time  by  James  Thatch- 
er. Seth  Snow  represented  Hanover, 

and  Theron  Bly,  who  represented  one 

of  the  Chautauqua  districts  in  the  As- 
sembly in  the  session  of  1832,  came  to 

the  Board  from  Harmony.  Villery  Bal- 
com  represented  the  Town  of  Villenova, 
and  with  these  exceptions  the  Board 
was  the  same  as  that  of  the  previous 

year.  Nathan  Mixer  of  Forestburg, 
who  served  as  Member  of  Assembly  in 

the  years  1828  and  1829,  represented 

the  county  in  the  popular  branch  of  the 
State  Legislature  for  the  first  time  this 

year,  and  Daniel  G.  Garnsey  of  Fre- 
donia  became  the  first  Member  of  Con- 

gress ever  elected  from  Chautauqua 
County. 

Prior  to  the  Congressional  apportion- 
ment of  1802,  Chautauqua  County  had 

no  political  standing,  except  as  the 
frontier  of  Montgomery  or  Ontario 

County,  and  in  1802  it  was  only  as  a 
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part  of  Genesee  County  that  it  was  rep- 
resented in  the  Seventeenth  Congress 

District,  which  was  composed  of  Cay- 
uga, Genesee,  Ontario  and  Steuben 

Counties.  Under  the  act  of  1804  the 

Seventeenth  District  was  composed  of 

Allegany  (1806)  Cayuga,  Genesee,  On- 
tario and  Steuben.  By  the  act  of  1808, 

the  New  York  representation  in  Con- 
gress fell  to  fifteen,  and  the  Fifteenth 

District  was  composed  of  Allegany, 
Cattaraugus,  Chautauqua,  Genesee, 
Niagara  and  Ontario  Counties.  By  the 

provisions  of  the  act  of  1812  the  Con- 
gressional representation  was  again  fixed 

at  twenty-seven,  but  as  there  were  only 
twenty-one  districts,  several  of  the  dis- 

tricts, including  the  twenty-first,  were 
given  two  Members.  The  twenty-first 
District  comprised  the  Counties  of  Alle- 

gany, Cattaraugus,  Chautauqua,  Erie 
(1821),  Genesee,  Livingston  (1821), 
Monroe  (1821),  Niagara  and  Ontario. 
In  1822  the  Counties  of  Chautauqua, 
Erie  and  Niagara  were  formed  into  the 
Thirtieth  District,  and  ten  years  later 
Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua  Counties 

were  formed  into  the  Thirty-first  Dis- 
trict. By  the  act  of  1842  Cattaraugus 

and  Chautauqua  were  continued  as  the 

Thirty-first,  and  in  1851  these  two  coun- 
ties became  the  Thirty-third  and  last 

district.  In  1862  the  representation  fell 
off,  and  Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua 

became  the  Thirty-first  District.  In 

1873  they  again  became  the  Thirty- 
third  District,  and  in  1883,  after  a  long 
separation,  Chautauqua,  Cattaraugus 

and  Allegany  Counties  were  again  as- 
sociated in  a  Congressional  district, 

known  as  the  Thirty-fourth,  and  this 
same  arrangement  was  continued  by  the 

act  of  1892.  As  we  have  already  point- 
ed out  it  was  not  until  1825  that  Chau- 

tauqua County  was  directly  represented 
in  Congress  by  the  election  of  Daniel 

G.  Garnsey  of  Pomfret,  who  was  re- 
elected and  served  until  the  close  of  the 

Thirtieth  Congress  in  1829.    Mr.  Garn- 

sey had  been  Surrogate  of  the  county 
from  1813  to  1821  ;  District  Attorney 
from  1818  to  1826,  and  was  counted  an 
active  and  upright  citizen. 

In  1826  Nathan  Mixer  of  Hanover 
was  chosen  Chairman  of  the  Ijoard  of 

Supervisors,  David  Eaton  continuing 
as  Clerk.  Carroll  had,  in  1825,  l^een 
taken  from  the  Town  of  Ellicott,  and 

James  Hall,  who  had  previously  repre- 
sented the  parent  town,  became  the 

first  Supervisor  of  the  new  town,  while 
Solomon    Jones    of   Jamestown,  who 

SOLOMON  JONES. 

served  as  one  of  the  county  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Poor  in  1830,  1831, 

1833,  1834,  became  the  Supervisor  of 
Ellicott.  Cornelius  H.  Nicholson  came 

to  the  Board  in  behalf  of  Ellington  and 

Nathan  Mixer,  after  one  year's  absence, 
returned  from  Hanover.  Benjamin 

Douglass  was  elected  from  Pomfret  this 

year,  and  in  1840  he  was  chosen  as  one 
of  the  ]»ilembers  of  Assembly,  Chau- 

tauqua having  at  that  time  three  Mem- 
bers. He  also  served  as  Sheriff  of  the 

county  from  1831  to  1834.  Ebenezer 
Ward  represented  Ri]3ley  and  Calvin 
Warren,  Stockton,  the  remaining  towns 
making  no  changes  from  the  previous 
year.  In  this  year  an  event  occurred, 
which  in  its  consequences,  became  the 
foundation  of  a  new  political  party,  and 
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played  havoc  with  the  plans  of  the  poli- 
ticians throughout  Western  New  York, 

and  nowhere  more  than  in  Chautauqua 

County.  On  the  nth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1826,  William  Morgan  was  seized 

at  Batavia  on  a  criminal  charge  by  a 

company  of  men  who  came  from  Canan- 
daip[ua.  He  was  taken  to  the  latter 
place  and  tried,  and  was  acquitted.  He 

was,  however,  immediately  re-arrested 
upon  a  civil  process  for  a  trifling  debt, 

judgment  was  obtained  and  an  execu- 
tion issued,  and  Morgan  was  imprisoned 

upon  such  execution  in  the  jail  at  Can- 
andaigua.  The  next  night,  about  nine 

o'clock,  he  was  released  from  prison, 
but  almost  before  he  had  left  the  prison 

door  he  was  seized,  bound  and  gagged, 

thrust  into  a  carriage,  and  carried  west- 
erly toward  Rochester.  It  is  now 

known  that  he  was  carried  bv  relays  of 
horses,  and  through  the  agency  of 
many  different  individuals,  in  bondage 

and  secrecy,  until  he  was  securely  de- 
posited in  the  magazine  of  Fort  Niag- 

ara, at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara  River. 

This  outrage  was  preceded  by  circum- 
stances which,  by  pointing  out  the  prob- 

able motives,  directed  suspicion  to  its 

probable  authors.  Morgan  was  under- 
stood to  be  engaged  in  the  publication 

of  a  book  professing  to  reveal  the  sec- 
rets of  some  of  the  degrees  of  Free 

Masonry.  This  contemplated  publica- 
tion aroused  the  anger  of  the  members 

of  the  fraternity,  and  many  of  them 

were  determined  to  suppress  the  publi- 
cation at  all  events.  Previous  to  the 

seizure  above  mentioned,  several  forci- 

ble attempts  had  been  ineffectually 
made  to  suppress  the  obnoxious  forth- 

coming work.  As  soon  as  the  people 
discovered  that  Morgan  had  been  thus 

seized  by  violence,  and  had  disappeared 
in  an  unaccountable  manner  after  his 

discharge  from  the  custody  of  the  law, 
they  determined,  with  great  zeal  and 
spirit,  to  investigate  the  case,  and  if  a 
crime  had  been  committed,  to  hunt  out 

its  perpetrators.  A  public  meeting  was 
held  at  Batavia  for  this  purpose,  and 

a  committee  appointed  whose  duty  it 
was  to  investigate  and  report  back  to 

the  people.  Although  prosecuting  the 
work  with  great  diligence  the  committee 

were  unable  to  ascertain  anything  fur- 
ther than  that  Morgan  was  discharged 

from  his  imprisonment  and  immediate- 
ly afterward  forcibly  seized,  thrust  into 

a  carriage  and  driven  off  towards  Roch- 
ester in  the  night  time.  As  soon  as  the 

facts  ascertained  by  this  committee  were 

made  public,  it  produced  no  little  excite- 
ment in  the  minds  of  the  oeople.  The 

circumstances  attending  the  outrage  in- 
dicated an  extended  conspiracv,  much 

deliberation  and  forethought,  manv 

agents  and  a  powerful  motive  which 
could  impose  such  entire  secrecy  upon 

so  many  actors  in  such  extended  opera- 
tions. Meetings  were  held  in  all  parts 

of  Western  New  York,  the  object  being 

to  find  out  a  great  crime — a  crime  with- 
out example — committed  in  a  commun- 

ity usually  peaceful  and  obedient  to  the 

laws,  and  to  see  that  the  good  charac- 
ter of  that  community  should  not  suffer 

a  stain,  nor  the  majesty  of  the  laws  be 

impaired  by  the  continued  impunity  of 
such  an  aggravated  crime.  At  the  date 
of  the  November  elections  excitement 

was  at  a  high  pitch,  but  it  had  not  yet 
taken  on  a  political  aspect.  DeWitt 

Clinton  was  the  candidate  of  the  Clin- 
tonian  Party  for  Governor  and  William 
B.  Rochester  was  the  standard  bearer 

of  the  Bucktails,  the  latter  being  the 
name  given  to  the  Tammany  wing  of 
the  old  Democratic  Party.  Mr.  Clinton 

stood  high  in  the  councils  of  the  Mason- 
ic order,  being  one  of  the  grand  ofYicers, 

but  Mr.  Rochester  was  also  a  member 

of  the  order,  though  of  a  lower  rank, 
and  it  may  be  doubted  if  this  fact  had 

any  bearing  upon  the  issues  in  this 
county,  the  vote  resulting  in  eighteen 

hundred  thirty-nine  for  Mr.  Clinton  and 
sixteen  hundred  twelve  for  Mr.  Roch- 
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ester.  Feeling  ran  high,  however,  and 

the  people,  without  very  much  regard 
for  past  political  affiliations,  began  to 
assert  themselves  against  Masonry. 

In  1827  the  organization  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  remained  unchanged, 

and  Busti,  Carroll,  Chautauqua,  Cly- 
mer  and  Ellery  returned  their  members 

of  the  previous  year.  Ellicott  sent  Na- 
thaniel Fenton,  who  was  chosen  as 

Member  of  Assembly  in  the  same  year, 
serving  with  Nathan  Mixer,  who  had 
served  two  terms  as  Chairman  of  the 

Board.  In  the  session  of  1828  Portland 

elected  Elisha  Arnold  and  Ripley  was 
represented  for  the  last  time  by  Thomas 
Prendergast,  who  had  served  his  town 
for  a  period  of  eleven  years.  Sheridan, 
which  had  been  formed  from  Pomfret 

and  Hanover,  was  represented  this  year 

by  Lyscom  Mixer  and  Stockton  by  Wat- 
erman Ellsworth,  who  subsequently 

served  one  term  in  the  Assembly,  sit- 
ting in  the  session  of  1839  with  Timothy 

Judson  of  Chautauqua  and  Abner  Lewis 
of  Panama,  the  latter  of  whom  became 

the  first  County  Judge  of  the  county  un- 
der the  constitution  of  1846.  The  re- 

maining towns  made  no  change  in  their 
representatives  from  the  previous  year. 
Samuel  A.  Brown  and  Elial  T.  Foote, 

both  of  Jamestown,  represented  Chau- 
tauqua County  in  the  Assembly  session 

of  that  vear,  and  in  the  year  following 
Mr.  Brown  became  District  Attorney, 
a  position  which  he  filled  for  a  period 
of  ten  years.  Chautauqua  County,  with 

its  zeal  for  Anti-Masonry,  came  near 
electing  a  Senator  in  this  vear,  but  a 
timely  discovery  of  the  fact  that  the 
Chautauqua  County  candidate  was  a 
Mason,  threw  the  election  to  another 

part  of  the  district.  An  Anti-Masonic 
Convention  was  held  in  and  for  the 

Eighth  Senatorial  District,  and  the  par- 
ty, in  its  immaturity,  was  not  fully  ac- 

quainted with  its  own  membership. 
George  A.  S.  Crooker  of  Poland,  father 
of  Richard  Crooker  of  Kennedy,  was 

placed  in  nomination,  and  his  choice 

by  the  part}-  was  formally  announced 
and  the  tickets  ])rinted  and  distributed 
which  would  have  elected  him.  The 

Anti-Masonic  committee  at  Rochester 
ascertained  that  Mr.  Crooker  was  not 

only  a  Mason,  ])ut  it  was  alleged  that 
there  were  other  reasons  why  he  should 
not  be  chosen.  In  this  emergency  the 
committee  recommended  the  election 

of  Timothy  H.  Porter,  the  nominee  of 
the  Bucktail  Party,  and  although  the 

word  was  not  passed  along  the  line  un- 
til just  before  the  election,  the  recom- 

mendation of  the  committee  was  ratified 

and  Mr.  Porter  was  elected  by  a  large 
majority. 

SAMUEL  A.  UKOWN. 

In  1828  the  Anti-Masonic  excitement 
had  reached  fever  heat,  and  no  man 

who  was  suspected  of  affiliating  with  the 

order  could  hope  for  ])olitical  ])rcfer- 

ment  in  Chautaucpia  Count}-.  Some  idea 
of  the  strength  of  the  sentiment  in  op- 

position to  Masonry  ma\"  he  gathered 
from  the  vote  upon  Governor.  ^lartin 

A'anBuren,  the  Clintonian  cmdirlate,  re- 
ceived fifteen  hundred  twent\'  votes ; 

Smith  Thompson,  the  Bucktail  candi- 
date, had  eleven  hundred  thirty-five  and 

Solomon  Southwick,  the  editor  of  the 

Albany  organ  of  the  Anti-Masonic 
Party,  seventeen  hundred  eighty-three 
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votes.  Daniel  Sherman  of  Busti  was 

chosen  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Sup- 
ervisors, and  Thomas  A.  Osborne  of 

Mayville,  Member  of  Assembly  in  the 

session  of  1834  and  First  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  from  1843  to 

1845,  was  elected  Clerk.  A.  S.  Under- 
wood came  from  the  Town  of  Clymer 

■this  year  and  Jonadab  Winchester  was 
elected  from  Ellery.  Solomon  Jones 

appeared  once  more  for  the  Town  of 

Ellicott  and  James  Carr  responded  for 
the  Town  of  Ellington.  Joel  Burnell 

was  again  chosen  to  represent  the  Town 

JAMES  CARR. 

of  Gerry  and  Daniel  Russell  came  to 
care  for  the  interests  of  Hanover. 

Roger  Haskell  was  elected  from  Mina, 
Moses  Adams  from  Ripley  and  Aaron 
Lyon  from  Stockton.  Otherwise  the 

representation  from  the  towns  was  un- 
changed from  the  previous  year.  Dan- 

iel Sherman  was  elected  Sheriff  this 

year  and  James  B.  Lowry  County 
Clerk.  Nathaniel  Fenton  and  Nathan 

Mixer  of  Hanover  served  the  county 

in  the  legislative  session  of  this  year. 
In  182Q  James  Hall  of  Carroll  was 

elected  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Sup- 
ervisors, and  Thomas  A.  Osborne  Clerk. 

Emri  Davis,  Member  of  Assembly  in 

the  session  of  1862,  came  to  the  Board 

as  the  representative  of  the  Town  of 
Busti ;  Carroll  and  Chautauqua  made 

no  changes.  Clymer  sent  Alexander 

Wilson,  Jr. ;  Ellery,  Robertson  White- 
side, who  served  for  a  time  as  County 

Treasurer  between  1836  and  1839  and 

as  Member  of  Assembly  in  the  session 

of  1841  ;  Gerry,  Nathan  Lake ;  Mina, 
Nathaniel  Throop,  who  closed  his  term 
of  service  to  his  town  in  this  year,  with 

five  years  to  his  credit.  Pomfret  once 
more  elected  Leverett  Barker ;  Ripley 

sent  Henry  Eairchild ;  Stockton,  Hiram 

Lazelle,  and  Westfield,  which  was  erect- 

ed out  of  parts  of  the  Towns  of  Port- 
land and  Ripley,  was  represented  this 

year  for  the  first  time  by  Amos  Atwater. 

In  this  year  Abner  Hazeltine,  of  James- 
town, who  had  been  very  active  in  the 

denunciation  of  the  murderers  of  Mor- 

gan, served  his  first  term  in  the  As- 
sembly, being  associated  with  Nathan 

Mixer  of  Hanover,  who  was  also  an 

Anti-Mason.  Mr.  Hazeltine  was  sub- 

sequently elected  as  Member  of  Con- 
gress and  served  from  1833  to  1837, 

was  County  Judge  from  1859  to  1863, 
and  was  appointed  Special  County  Judge 

to  fill  a  vacancy,  in  1873,  but  did  not 

qualify.  He  was  also  District  Attorney 
from  1847  to  1850. 

In  1830  the  organization  of  the  pre- 
vious Board  was  continued.  For  the 

first  time  Arkwright,  organized  out  of 
the  Towns  of  Pomfret  and  Villenova, 

appeared  in  the  roll  of  towns,  and  was 
represented  by  William  Wilcox,  who 
served  as  Member  of  Assembly  in  the 

session  of  1837.  Charlotte,  created  out 
of  the  Town  of  Gerry,  was  represented 

by  Nathan  Lake,  who  had  been  elected 
the  year  before  from  the  parent  town, 

and  Gerry  was  once  more  represented 

by  Hugh  B.  Patterson.  In  a  like  man- 
ner, James  Carr,  who  represented  Ell- 

ington in  1829,  became  the  first  Super- 
visor of  the  Town  of  Cherry  Creek, 

which  was  organized  out  of  the  former 
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town  in  1829.  John  Heath  once  more 

appeared  in  behalf  of  Clymer,  making 
his  third  term,  and  John  Hammond  be- 

came the  representative  of  Ellery.  Na- 
thaniel Fenton  was  again  sent  from  the 

Town  of  Ellicott,  and  Gideon  Evans 

represented  Ellington.  French  Creek, 

organized  out  of  the  territory  of  Cly- 
mer, was  first  represented  in  this  ses- 
sion by  Alexander  Willson,  Jr.,  who 

had  represented  Clymer  the  year  before. 

of  political  power,  and  the  principles  of 
the  action  became  more  generally 
known,  others  joined  its  ranks;  some, 
doubtless,  from  the  hope  of  political 
preferment,  but  most,  it  must  be  be- 

lieved, from  honest  convictions  of  its 

propriety.  Thomas  C.  Love,  Millard 
Fillmore  and  Albert  H.Tracy  of  Buffalo; 
Trumbull  Carey,  Harvey  Putnam,  Seth 
W.  Gates,  Henry  Hawkins  and  others 
from   Genesee ;   Abner   Hazeltine  and 

ABNER  H 
Member  of  Congress  a 

David  Russell  closed  his  four  years  of 
service  for  the  Town  of  Hanover  at  this 
session.  Otis  Skinner  came  from  Alina  ; 

George  A.  French,  who  served  as  a 
Member  of  Assembly  in  the  sessions  of 

1838,  1840  and  1841,  represented  the 
Town  of  Pomfret,  and  Nathaniel  Fay 
the  Town  of  Portland.  The  Town  of 

Westfield  sent  John  IMcWhorter,  the 
remaining  towns  making  no  changes. 
In  speaking  of  these  times  the  writer  of 

the  history  of  Anti-^Iasonry  in  Ham- 

mond's Political  History  says  :  "After 
Anti-Masonry  began  to  show  evidence 

^.ZE  LTINE. 
ud  Anti  Masonic  Leader. 

George  A.  French  of  Chautauqua ; 

George  H.  P)Oughton  and  Judge  De- 
veaux  of  Niagara ;  James  Wadsworth, 
Philo  C.  Fuller,  George  W.  Patterson 

and  John  Young  of  Livingston  ;  Fran- 
cis Granger,  Henrv  \\\  Taylor  and 

Samuel  AL  Hopkins  of  Ontario ;  Myron 

Holley  of  Wayne  ;  Robert  S.  Rouse  of 
Seneca  ;  William  H.  Seward  of  Cayuga  ; 
Thomas  Beekman  of  ̂ Madison :  Henry 

C.  ̂ lartindale  of  W^ashington  :  William 
H.  ]\Iaynard  of  Oneida,  and  hundreds 
of  others,  who  have  filled  prominent  and 

responsible    stations    in    the  political 
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world,  to  say  nothing  of  John  Birdsall 
the  Circuit  Judge  of  the  Eighth  circuit, 

and  John  C.  Spencer,  Special  Counsel, 
and  both  Jackson  men,  could  hardly 

have  joined  the  Anti-Masonic  Party  from 

mere  personal  or  selfish  considera- 

tions." John  Birdsall,  by  the  way,  was 
a  resident  of  Mayville,  and  was  appoint- 

ed a  Circuit  Judge  for  the  Eighth  Cir- 
cuit in  1826,  serving  until  1829.  In  this 

year  the  Anti-Masons  nominated  Fran- 
cis Granger  for  Governor,  and  Enos  T. 

Throop  became  the  candidate  of  the 
Democratic  Party.  In  Chautauqua 
County  the  sentiment  had  continued  to 

grow,  and  Mr.  Granger  was  given 

thirty-four  hundred  seventy  votes, 
against  eighteen  hundred  fifty-four  for 
Mr.  Throop,  though  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  state  the  result  was  reversed  and 

Mr.  Throop  was  elected.  Abner  Haz- 
eltine  of  Jamestown  and  Squire  White 
of  Fredonia  served  in  the  Assemblv  this 

year,  the  latter  being  re-elected  in  1831 
and  1832.  Mr.  White,  it  will  be  recol- 

lected, was  the  first  Surrogate  of  the 

county,  serving  from  181 1  to  July,  1813. 
Abiram  Orton  of  Pomfret  and  WilHam 

Prendergast  of  Chautauqua  were  ap- 
pointed Superintendents  of  the  Poor  by 

the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  a  term  of 

three  years,  and  these  appear  to  have 
been  succeeded  in  1831  by  Solomon 

Jones  of  Jamestown,  Thomas  B.  Camp- 
bell of  Portland  and  Jonathan  Hedges. 

In  1831  Nathan  Mixer  was  again  re- 
turned from  Hanover  and  was  made 

Chairman  of  the  Board,  while  David 
Eaton  of  Portland  was  once  more  chos- 

en as  Clerk.  Bela  Tracy  was  sent  from 
Charlotte;  Robert  James,  Jr.,  from 
Cherry  Creek ;  WilHam  Rice,  who 

served  as  Member  of  Assembly  in  the 
session  of  1840,  from  Clymer ;  Jonadab 
Winchester  from  Ellery ;  Samuel  Bar- 

rett, who  was  a  member  of  the  As- 

sembly in  the  session  of  1850,  from  El- 

licott ;  John  Woodward,  Jr.,  (grand- 
father of  John  Woodward,  Justice  of  the 

Supreme  Court),  who  served  in  the 

Assembly  session  of  1835,  from  Elling- 
ton ;  James  Scofield,  Jr.,  from  Ellery ; 

Elisha  Arnold  from  Portland  ;  Nathaniel 

Gray,  who  served  in  the  Assembly  in 

1833,  from  Ellington,  represented  Sheri- 
dan ;  W.  Ellsworth  represented  Stock- 
ton and  Daniel  Wright,  Villenova.  The 

other  towns  retained  their  former  super- 
visors. John  Birdsall  of  Mayville  and 

Squire  White  of  Pomfret  represented 
the  county  in  the  Assembly,  and  the 
former  was  chosen  senator  in  the  fol- 

lowing year,  and  was  re-elected  in  1834, 
but  resigned  soon  afterward.    He  was 

JOHN  WOODWARD.  Jr. 

elected  as  an  Anti-Mason,  and  was  the 

only  anti-Jackson  member  of  the  Senate 
to  be  chosen  in  1832.  Benjamin  Doug- 

lass of  Cassadaga,  who  served  in  the 
Assembly  session  of  1841,  was  chosen 
Sherifif  this  year,  and  served  the  full 
term. 

In  1832  George  A.  French  of  Pom- 
fret was  chosen  as  Chairman  of  the 

Board  of  Supervisors,  the  Clerk  re- 
maining as  before.  Samuel  A.  Forbush 

represented  Charlotte  ;  Almon  Ives,  El- 
lery ;  making  six  years  to  his  credit,  and 

Hugh  B.  Patterson,  after  an  absence  of 
one  year,  again  represented  Gerry. 
Henry  Hill  answered  for  Harmony ; 
Elias  E.  D.  Wood  for  Mina,  and  Elisha 
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Arnold  completed  a  five  years'  service 
for  Portland.  Henry  Fairchild  closed 
his  services  for  the  Town  of  Ripley  with 
fonr  years  to  his  credit,  and  Lyscom 

Mixer  ended  a  five  years'  service  for  the 
Town  of  Sheridan.  This  also  marked 

the  close  of  the  services  of  W.  Ells- 
worth, who  served  three  vears  for  the 

Town  of  Stockton.  Yilleroy  Balcom  rep- 
resented Villenova  once  more  and  the 

other  towns  retained  the  services  of 

former  Supervisors.  Another  guberna- 
torial election  had  rolled  around,  and 

Francis  Granger  was  again  the  candid- 
ate of  the  Anti-Masons,  receiving  3,978 

votes  against  2,242  votes  for  William  M. 
Marcy,  the  Jacksonian  candidate,  the 
latter  being  elected  by  a  considerable 
majority  in  the  state.  Theron  Bly  of 

Harmony  and  Squire  White  of  Fre- 
donia  represented  the  county  in  the  As- 

sembly session  of  this  year,  and  as  we 
have  already  pointed  out,  John  Birdsall 
of  Mayville  began  his  services  in  the 
Senate.  Daniel  Hazeltine  of  EUery, 

William  M.  Waggoner  and  Abiram  Dix- 
on were  chosen  as  Superintendents  of 

the  Poor,  and  William  Gifford  was 

chosen  as  Keeper  of  the  Poor  House, 

serving  until  1841.  Orris  Crosbv  was 
chosen  a  presidential  elector,  voting  for 
A.ndrew  Jackson. 

In  1833  there  were  a  good  many 
changes  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
and  the  session  was  notable  from  the 

fact  that  it  marked  the  close  of  eighteen 
years  of  services  on  the  part  of  Martin 

Prendergast  for  the  Town  of  Chautau- 
qua, this  being,  up  to  this  time,  and 

with  but  one  exception,  the  longest  ser- 
vice of  anv  man  in  the  county,  the  ex- 

ception being  Loren  B.  Sessions  of 
Harmony.  Oliver  Lee  of  Hanover,  a 
new  man,  was  chosen  Chairman  and 

George  A.  Green  of  Chautauqua,  Sur- 
rogate from  1859  to  1863,  was  chosen 

Clerk.  Daniel  Sherman  closed  a  six 

years'  service  for  Busti  this  year.  Bela 
Tracy  once  more  appeared  for  Gerry 

and  James  Carr  for  Cherry  Creek.  Odin 
Benedict,  who  served  in  tlie  legislative 
sessions  of  1840  and  1843,  represented 

the  Town  of  Ellery.  Nathaniel  Thomp- 
son was  elected  from  French  Creek  and 

Joshua  LaDue  from  iMina.  I\)lan(l  had 
in  the  meantime,  and  in  1832,  1)een 
erected  out  of  the  Town  of  P^llicott,  and 

Nathaniel  Fenton,  who  had  re])resented 
the  parent  town  in  former  years,  became 

its  first  Supervisor.  David  Eaton  was 

again  returned  from  Portland,  after  hav- 

ODIN  BENEDICT. 

ing  served  as  Clerk  of  the  Board  for 

several  years.  Riple\'  sent  Orrin  W}-1- 
lis  ;  Sheridan  Nicholas  Mallet,  and  Sher- 

man, which  had  l^een  erected  out  of  the 

Town  of  Mina  in  1832,  chose  as  its  first 

Supervisor  Otis  Skinner,  who  had  ])re- 
viously  re]:)resented  the  ])arenl  town. 

Stockton  sent  John  Grant,  and  \'i lie- 
nova  Henr}-  Allen.  .Vmos  Atwaler  of 

Westfield  closed  a  five  years'  service with  this  session  of  the  Board,  and  the 

other  towns  made  no  changes.  Nath- 
aniel Gray  of  Ellington  and  Alvin 

Plumb  of  Jamestown,  the  latter  of  whom 
was  again  in  service  in  1837,  and  who 
held  the  ofiice  of  County  Clerk  from 

1843  to  1846,  served  in  the  Assembly 
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of  this  year.  Solomon  Jones  of  James- 
town, Jonathan  Cass  and  Jonathan 

Hedges  were  chosen  as  Superintendents 
of  the  Poor. 

In  1834  Odin  Benedict  of  Ellery  was 

elected  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Sup- 
ervisors, and  Francis  H.  Ruggles,  of 

Fredonia,  who  served  in  the  Senate  in 

1847,  being  the  last  Senator  from  this 

county  under  the  constitution  of  1821, 
was  chosen  clerk.  He  afterwards 

served  as  Chief  Clerk  of  the  Canal  Audi- 
tors Board,  serving  one  month,  when 

he  was  appointed  one  of  the  auditors  in 

April,  1848.  Daniel  Sherman  had  com- 
pleted six  years  of  service  for  the  Town 

of  Busti,  and  this  year  Emri  Davis  was 

returned  from  that  town.  Jabez  B.  Bur- 
rows was  elected  to  succeed  Martin 

Prendergast  from  Chautauqua,  and  af- 
terward served  as  County  Treasurer 

from  1857  to  i860.  George  H.  Frost, 

grandfather  of  a  subsequent  Member  of 
Assembly  of  the  same  name,  was  elected 

by  the  people  of  Cherry  Creek  ;  Ira  F. 

Gleason  represented  French  Creek  ;  Jos- 

eph Palmer,  Mina ;  Sumner  Allen,  Po- 
land ;  Orrin  McClure,  Member  of  As- 

sembly in  the  session  of  1835  and  Sher- 
iff from  1843  to  1846,  Pomfret;  L.  Farn- 

ham,  Sheridan  ;  B.  H.  Kipp,  Sherman; 

A.  Lyon,  Stockton;  Austin  Pierce, 

Member  of  Assembly  in  1842,  Villeno- 
va,  and  Robert  Cochran,  Westfield. 

The  remaining  towns  retained  their  for- 
mer representatives.  James  Hall  of 

Carroll  and  Thomas  A.  Osborne  of 

Mayville,  the  latter  First  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  from  1843  to 

1845,  represented  Chautauqua  County 
in  the  Assembly.  George  W.  Tew  of 
Jamestown  was  this  vear  chosen  as 
County  Clerk,  holding  the  office  for  two 
terms.  William  Sexton  of  Chautauqua 
was  elected  Sheriff  and  John  Birdsall  of 
Mayville  was  chosen  County  Treasurer, 

serving  for  two  years.  The  Anti-Ma- 
sonic excitement  had  by  this  time  large- 

ly subsided ;  the  national  Republicans 

and  Anti-Masons  had  agreed  upon  an 
electoral  ticket  in  this  state  in  1832  and 
had  sufTered  defeat  at  the  hands  of  the 

Jacksonian  Democrats,  and  the  amalga- 
mation of  parties  came  to  be  closer  as 

time  passed,  and  the  new  party  was 
known  by  the  name  of  Whig.  William 

L.  Marcy  was  re-nominated  for  Govern- 
or by  the  Jacksonians  and  William  H. 

Seward  became  the  candidate  of  the 

Anti-Masons  and  National  Republicans, 

Wm.  H.  SEWARD. 
Elected  Governor  while  temporarily  residing  in 

Chautauqua  County. 

or  the  Whig  Party.  In  Chautauqua 

County  the  vote  stood  forty-five  hun- 
dred thirty-three  for  Mr.  Seward  and 

twenty-nine  hundred  forty-two  for  Mr. 
Marcy,  but  in  the  state  at  large  Mr. 
Marcy  was  the  favorite,  receiving  one 

hundred  eighty-one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred five  to  one  hundred  sixty-eight 

thousand  nine  hundred  sixty-one  for 
Mr.  Seward. 

In  1835  David  Eaton  of  Portland  be- 
came the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 

Supervisors,  with  Rufus  Jones  as  Clerk. 
Nathan  Lake  represented  the  Town  of 

Charlotte  ;  H.  A.  Pinney,  Clymer ;  Ben- 
jamin Barnard,  Ellington ;  Hugh  B. 

Patterson,  Gerry,  closing  a  service  of 
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eleven  years ;  Oliver  Lee,  Hanover, 

completing  three  years'  service ;  Zael 
Ward,  Harmony;  Elijah  Risley,  Jr., 

(Sheriff  from  1825  to  1828;  Representa- 
tive in  Congress  in  the  sessions  of  1849 

and  1850;  Major-General  of  the  State 
Militia),  Pomfret ;  David  Eaton,  clos- 

ing six  years  of  service  as  Supervisor, 

Portland;  G.  H.  Wattles,  Ripley;  Na- 
thaniel Grav,  Sheridan ;  Otis  Skinner, 

Mr.  Jones  being  continued  as  Clerk. 
Pardon  Hazeltine  represented  Busti ; 

John  Chandler,  Charlotte  ;  James  Carr, 
Cherry  Creek;  William  Rice,  Clymer ; 
Samuel  Fargo,  Gerry;  Nathan  Mixer, 

Hanover,  completingten  years  of  service  ; 
Elisha  Norton,  Pomfret ;  Asa  Andrews, 

Portland;  J.  S.  Patterson,  Sheridan; 
Loren  Park,  Sherman ;  Calvin  Smith, 

Stockton ;     George     Hall,  Westfield. 

GEOKGE  W.  PATTERSON, 

Sherman,  and  John  Grant,  Stockton. 

The  other  towns  retained  the  services  of 

former  members.  Orrin  McClure  of 

Fredonia,  who  served  as  Sheriff  from 

1843  to  1846,  and  John  Woodward,  Jr., 

of  Clear  Creek,  represented  the  county 

in  the  Assembly  and  Abner  Hazeffine 

entered  upon  his  second  term  in  Con- 

gress. Wilham  T.  Howell,  Pearson 

Crosby  and  Joseph  Wait  were  chosen 

as  Superintendents  of  the  Poor. 

In  1836  Odin  Benedict  of  Ellery  was 

again  elected  Chairman  of  the  Board, 

LlEOTENAKT  GOVEHNOK. 

Xo  other  changes  occurred  in  that  year. 
Thomas  B.  Campbell,  who  was  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  from 

1845  1847,  ̂ 1^^^  County  Clerk  in  1820, 
and  Richard  P.  Marvin  of  Jamestown, 

represented  the  county  in  the  Assembly 
that  year.  This  was  the  beginning  of 

the  long  political  and  judicial  career  of 

Mr.  Marvin,  who  was  elected  to  Con- 

gress in  1837,  serving  two  terms,  clos- 
ing in  1841.  He  was  chosen  as  a  dele- 

gate to  the  Constitutional  Convention 

of  1846,  serving  with  George  W.  Patter- 
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son  of  Westfield,  taking  a  prominent 

part  in  the  deliberations  of  that  great 

body,  and  in  1847  was  elected  to  the 

Supreme  Court,  being  re-elected  in 
1855  and  in  1863.  A  gubernatorial 
election  was  held  this  year,  William  L. 

Marcy,  the  Jacksonian  Democratic 

candidate  receiving  thirty-one  hundred 

fifty-three  votes  to  thirty-eight  hundred 
fifty-live  votes  for  Jesse  Buel,  the  Whig 
candidate.  Mr.  Marcy  was  elected,  re- 

ceiving one  hundred  sixty-six  thousand 
one  hundred  twenty-two  votes  in  the 

state    against    one    hundred  thirty-six 

HENRY  BAKER. 

thousand  six  hundred  forty-eight  for  his 

rival.  In  this  year  Robertson  White- 
side was  chosen  County  Treasurer  by 

the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  Henry 
Baker  of  Jamestown,  Nathaniel  Gray 
of  Ellington,  William  M.  Waggoner 
and  William  Prendergast  were  chosen 
as  Superintendents  of  the  Poor. 

In  1837  the  organization  was  without 
change.  The  new  members  were  Levi 
Baldwin,  ArkwTight ;  Nathan  Lake, 
Charlotte;  William  Prendergast,  Jr., 
Chautauqua ;  Oliver  Carpenter,  Cherry 
Creek  ;  Willard  Bucklin,  Gerry  ;  William 
Colville,  Jr.,  Hanover;  Theron  Bly, 
Harmony ;  Pearson  Crosby,  Pomfret ; 
Timothy  Judson,  Portland,  (served  in 
the  Assembly  in  1839) ;  Ethan  Sawin, 

Ripley  ;  John  C.  Dibble,  Villenova.  The 

county  was  now  divided  into  three  As- 
sembly Districts,  or  rather  it  had  three 

Members  of  Assembly,  chosen  upon  a 

general  ticket,  and  Alvin  Plumb  of 
Jamestown,  Calvin  Rumsey  of  Westfield 

and  William  Wilcox  of  Chautauqua  rep- 
resented the  county.  These  were  all 

Whigs,  and,  greatly  to  the  surprise  of 
the  leaders  of  both  parties,  the  Whigs 

were  in  control  of  the  Legislature  for 

this  year,  the  Jackson  men  being  com- 
pletely overturned.  The  legislative 

session  of  1836  enacted  a  statute  which 

joined  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  with  the  Supervisors  of  the 

county  in  the  selection  of  County  Treas- 
urers and  Superintendents  of  the  Poor. 

Robertson  Whiteside,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, was  appointed  County  Treasurer 

in  that  year,  and  in  the  following  year 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  sitting  with 

the  Judges  in  joint  session,  voted  to  re- 
move Mr.  Whiteside,  the  ballot  standing 

fifteen  to  thirteen,  and  on  the  following- 
day  Ebenezer  P.  Upham  of  Chautauqua 
was  chosen  to  the  position  thus  made 
vacant.  Thus  matters  stood  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1837. 

In  1838  Odin  Benedict  was  again 
elected  Chairman  of  the  Board,  and 

John  G.  Hinckley  of  Westfield  (Super- 
visor in  1845,  County  Clerk  from  1840 

to  1843)  was  chosen  Clerk.  The  new 
members  this  year  were  Ezbai  Kidder, 

Carroll ;  Orton  Clark,  Charlotte,  Sur- 

rogate from  1847  to  1851  ;  Horace  Bron- 
son.  Cherry  Creek ;  John  Woodward, 

Jr.,  Ellington;  Daniel  Hooker,  French 
Creek ;  William  M.  Waggoner,  Super- 

intendent of  the  Poor  in  1832  to  1837, 

Gerry ;  E.  R.  Avery,  Hanover ;  David 
Declow,  Mina ;  Squire  White,  Member 

of  Assembly  in  1830,  1831,  1832,  Pom- 
fret  ;  Nathaniel  Gray,  Sheridan ;  Otis 
Skinner,  Sherman ;  Chauncey  Warren, 
Stockton ;  Luther  Pierce,  Villenova ; 
William  Saxton,  Westfield.  Theron 

Bly  of  Harmony  completed  eleven  years 
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of  service  for  his  town  in  this  session. 

The  County  Treasnrership  appears  to 
have  been  an  issue  in  the  election  of 

this  Board,  for  at  the  first  meetings  of  the 
body  there  was  a  joint  session  of  the 

Judges  and  the  Board  and  E.  P.  Upham 
was  removed  by  a  vote  of  nineteen  to 

four,  and  later  in  the  same  day  a  fur- 
ther joint  session  was  held  and  Robert- 
son Whiteside  was  again  chosen  to  fill 

the  ofiice  of  County  Treasurer.  Mr. 
Upham  took  the  matter  into  court, 

alleging  that  as  the  Judges  refused  to 

take  part  in  the  removal,  he  was  still 

the  County  Treasurer.  He  was  sus- 
tained in  this  contention  by  the  Supreme 

Court,  but  upon  an  appeal  to  the  Court 
for  the  Correction  of  Errors  the  court 

below  was  reversed,  and  it  was  held  that 
the  removal  was  made  in  accordance 

with  the  law.  On  the  5th  of  December, 

1839,  while  the  matter  was  still  pend- 
ing in  the  courts  the  Board  of  Super- 

visors passed  a  resolution  that  it  would 

at  present  recognize  no  Treasurer  bm 

Robertson  Whiteside,  and  in  the  fol- 

lowing year  a  resolution  was  unanimous- 

ly adopted  "to  remove  the  incumbent 
or  incumbents,  Ebenezer  P.  Upham  and 
Robertson  Whiteside  from  the  office  of 

County  Treasurer,  in  consequence  of  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  rights  of  said 
claimants  and  the  embarrassments  to 

the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  county  arising 

therefrom,  pending  their  settlement  by 

the  legal  tribunals  of  the  state."  Mat- 
thewP.Bemus  of  Chautauqua  was  there- 

upon elected  to  the  office,  holding  the 
same  until  1847.  In  the  preceding  year 
William  T.  Howell,  Benjamin  Douglass 

and  Stephen  May  had  been  chosen  as 
Superintendents  of  the  Poor,  and  they 
were  succeeded  by  Henry  Bosworth  and 
John  Chandler  in  1838.  The  county 
was  represented  in  the  Assembly  by 
Thomas  J.  Allen  of  Sinclairville,  George 
A.  French  of  Dunkirk  and  Abner  Lewis 

of  Panama,  who  became  the  first  Coun- 
ty Judge  under  the  constitution  of  1846, 

serving  from  1847  to  1852,  and  also 
serving  as  a  Representative  in  Congress 
from  1845  to  ̂ 847.  In  the  meantime  a 
gu1)ernatorial  election  had  come  around, 
and  William  H.  Seward,  who  had,  as  the 
representative  of  the  Holland  Land 

Company,  taken  up  a  temporary  resi- 
dence in  Chautau(jua  County,  was  again 

the  Whig  candidate  for  Governor,  be- 

ing opposed  by  William  L.  Marcy.  Mr. 
Seward  received  forty-nine  hundred 

forty-four  votes  in  the  county  and  one 
hundred  ninety-two  thousand  eight  hun- 

dred eighty-two  in  the  state,  against 
three  thousand  thirty-five  in  the  county 
and  one  hundred  eighty-two  thousand 
four  hundred  sixty-one  in  the  state  for 
Mr.  Marcy,  and  was,  of  course,  elected. 

Joseph  Wait  was  chosen  District  Attor- 
ney this  year,  serving  until  1841. 

In  1839  Timothy  Judson  of  Portland 
became  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Sup- 

ervisors, and  Mr.  Hinckley  was  contin- 
ued as  Clerk.  The  members  not  on  the 

previous  Board  were  James  Hall  of  Car- 
roll, who  completed  twelve  years  of  ser- 
vice with  this  session ;  William  G.  Carr, 

Cherry  Creek  ;  Philo  S.  Hawley,  French 
Creek ;  William  Bliss,  Gerry ;  A.  F. 

Morrison,  Hanover,  (Member  of  As- 

sembly in  1843)  5  Robert  Hewes,  Har- 
mony ;  Valorous  Lake,  Mina ;  Charles 

B.  Brockway,  Ripley ;  William  W.  Brig- 
ham,  Sheridan  ;  Piatt  C.  Osborne,  Sher- 

man ;  Elijah  Waters,  Westfield,  (Mem- 
ber of  Assembly  in  1844).  In  the  As- 

sembly the  county  was  represented  by 

Timothy  Judson  of  Portland,  Water- 
man Ellsworth  of  Stockton  and  Abner 

Lewis  of  Panama.  Sanuiel  A.  Brown 

of  Jamestown  was  selected  as  one  of 
the  Superintendents  of  the  Poor. 

In  1840  the  records  do  not  disclose 
who  was  elected  Chairman.  Xelson 
Rowe  was  chosen  Clerk.  The  members 

not  on  the  previous  Board  were  Emri 

Da\'is,  Busti :  Phineas  Spencer,  Carroll; 
Alvah  Cottrell,  Chautauqua;  James 

Carr,  Cherr}-  Creek ;  Ira   F.  Gleason, 
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Clymer;  Minot  Hoyt,  Ellery ;  Willard 
Bucklin,  Gerry ;  Ezekiel  B.  Guernsey, 

Hanover,  (Member  of  Assembly  in 

1849);  Elisha  Norton,  Pomfret ;  Asa 

Andrews,  Portland ;  Lucius  Cook,  Sher- 
man ;  Deloss  Beebe,  Stockton  ;  Nathan 

Gurney,  Villenova.  Odin  Benedict  of 

Ellery,  George  A.  Erench  of  Dunkirk 

and  William  Rice  of  Clymer  represent- 
ed Chautauqua  in  the  Assembly.  Amos 

W.  Muzzy  of  Chautauqua  was  elected 

Sheriff ;  John  G.  Hinckley  of  Westfield, 
County  Clerk ;  David  J.  Matteson  and 
William  GifYord  Superintendents  of  the 

Poor.  This  was  the  year  of  a  Presi- 
dential election,  as  well  as  for  the  choice 

of  a  Governor.  Mr.  Seward  was  re- 
elected Governor,  Chautauqua  County 

giving  him  fifty-seven  hundred  fifty-five 
votes,  against  thirty-four  hundred  eigh- 

ty-five for  William  C.  Bouck  and  twenty 
for  Garrett  Smith.  Philo  Orton,  the 

veteran  Supervisor  of  Pomfret,  was  this 

year  nominated  as  one  of  the  Presiden- 
tial electors  for  William  Henry  Harri- 

son, who  received  fifty-nine  hundred 
eighty-five  votes  in  this  county,  against 
thirty-three  hundred  forty-five  votes  for 
Martin  Van  Buren  and  twenty-three  for 

James  G.  Birney,  showing  a  very  decid- 
ed increase  in  the  Whig  vote  since  1836, 

when  Henry  Clay  received  only  thirty- 
eight  hundred  ninety-five  votes,  against 
thirty-one  hundred  twenty  for  Martin 
Van  Buren. 

In  1841  Odin  Benedict  became  Chair- 
man again,  with  Richard  Willing  of 

Chautauqua,  Clerk,  (County  Clerk,  1867 

to  1870).  The  members  not  of  the  pre- 
vious Board  were  Lewis  E.  Danforth, 

Arkwright ;  Henry  C.  Sherman,  Busti ; 
Judiah  E.  Budlong,  Carroll;  WilUam 
Kilbourn,  Cherry  Creek ;  William  Rice, 

Clymer;  WilHam  Hall,  Ellicott ;  George 
J.  Phipany,  Ellington;  William  R.  Wil- 

son, Gerry;  Thomas  C.  Hale,  Hanover; 
Timothy  Judson,  Portland;  Hezekiah 

Mason,  Ripley;  Daniel  Wright,  Ville- 
nova.   In  this  year,  Benjamin  Douglas 

of  Cassadaga,  who  was  Sheriff  of  the 
county  in  1831,  and  George  A.  Erench 
of  Dunkirk  and  Robertson  Whiteside 

of  Mayville  represented  the  county  in 

the  Assembly.  Mr.  Whiteside  was  af- 
terward Treasurer  of  the  county  and  his 

name  is  mixed  up  with  the  litigation 

over  this  ofifice.  Austin  Smith  of  West- 
field,  who  had  previously  served  in  the 
Assembly,  was  elected  Surrogate  in  this 
year  and  served  as  Special  Surrogate 
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from  1861  to  1864.  David  Mann,  of 

Chautauqua,  was  elected  District  At- 
torney and  served  until  1847.  Staley  N. 

Clark,  of  ElHcottville,  represented  the 

Thirty-first  Congressional  District, 
comprising  the  Counties  of  Cattaraugus 
and  Chautauqua. 

In  1842,  Odin  Benedict,  Chairman; 

Rufus  Jones,  Clerk.  Members  not  on 
last  Board,  Levi  Baldwin,  Arkwright ; 
Gordon  Swift,  Carroll ;  Nathan  Lake, 

Charlotte  ;  Dexter  Barnes,  Chautauqua  ; 

Jeremiah  Ellsworth,  Hanover ;  Daniel 
Williams,  Harmony ;  Philip  Lazell, 

Stockton ;  Joseph  G.  Hopkins,  Ville- 
nova ;  Thomas  B.  Campbell,  Westfield. 

Rossiter  P.  Johnson  of  Westfield,  Aus- 
tin Pierce  of  Villenova  and  Emory  E. 

Warren  of  Jamestown,  represented  the 

county  in  the  Assembly.  The  guberna- 
torial election  of  this  year  shows  no 
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substantial  change  in  the  vote  from 

1840,  the  Whigs  carrying  the  county 
by  about  two  thousand  majority,  Luther 
Bradish  being  the  candidate  of  this 
party  and  Wilham  Bouck  the  standard 
bearer  of  the  Democracy. 

In  1843  Ehsha  Norton  of  Pomfret 
was  chosen  Chairman  and  S.  Mervin 

Smith,  Clerk.  The  members  not  of  the 

previous  Board  were  Lewis  E.  Dan- 
forth,  Arkwright ;  Lorenzo  Matthews, 
Busti ;  Orton  Clark,  Charlotte ;  Cyrus 

Underwood,  Chautauqua ;  Moses  Ran- 
dall, Clymer ;  George  F.  Vandervort, 

Ellery ;  Horace  Allen,  Ellicott ;  D.  L. 

Gleason,  French  Creek  ;  Sidney  E.  Pal- 
mer, Gerry,  (Member  of  Assembly  in 

1859) ;  Orson  Stiles,  Hanover,  (Mem- 
ber of  Assembly  1866,  1867,  County 

Clerk  1849  to  1852) ;  John  Steward, 

Harmony,  (Member  of  Assembly  in 
1863  and  1864);  Jesse  B.  Moore,  Mina ; 
W.  W.  Chandler,  Poland;  Moses  T. 

Tennant,  Ripley;  John  L  Eacker ;  Geo. 

Hart,  Sherman ;  Thomas  Ralph,  Stock- 
ton ;  James  Pratt,  Westfield.  Odin 

Benedict  of  Ellery,  Adolphus  F.  Morri- 
son of  Hanover,  and  Emory  E.  Warren 

of  Jamestown  served  in  the  Assembly 
session  of  this  year  and  Thomas  A. 
Osborn  was  chosen  First  Judge  in 

this  year  and  served  until  1845. 
He  was  a  resident  of  Mayville 
and  had  served  in  the  Assembly  and  had 

been  active  in  the  poHtical  affairs  of  the 

county  for  many  years.  Asher  Tyler  of 
Ellicottville  succeeded  Mr.  Clark  in 

Congress  and  served  one  term.  In  April 

of  this  year,  the  office  of  County  Super- 
intendent of  Schools  was  created  by 

the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  Worthy 
Putnam  of  Stockton  was  chosen  and 
held  the  office  until  it  was  abolished  in 

1847,  a  sketch  of  whose  interesting  and 

worthy  hfe  appears  in  Air.  Miller's  his- 
tory of  the  schools.  Alvin  Plumb  of 

Jamestown,  who  served  as  Alember  of 
Assembly  in  the  sessions  of  1833  and 

1837,  was  chosen  County  Clerk  and 

served  until  1846.  Orrin  McClure  was 

elected  Sheriff,  serving  a  full  term. 
In  1844  Samuel  Barrett  of  Ellicott 

served  his  last  of  eleven  terms  as  Chair- 

man ;  Rufus  Jones,  Clerk.  Members  not 
of  the  previous  Board :  William  Wilcox, 
Arkwright;  Henry  C.  Sherman,  Busti; 
A.  F.  Robbins,  Cherry  Creek;  Odin 

Benedict,  Ellery;  Jarvis  B.  Rice,  El- 
lington (Sheriff,  1846,  1849)  ̂   ̂ ilas 

Terry,  French  Creek  (Member  of  As- 
sembly, 1849) ;  Willard  Bucklin,  Gerry  ; 

Jeremiah  Ellsworth,  Hanover;  David 

Declow,  Mina ;  John  R.  Coney,  Port- 
land ;  John  N.  Gregg,  Sheridan ;  Piatt 

S.  Osborne,  Sherman ;  Xathaniel  Gur- 

ney,  Villenova ;  Thomas  B.  Campbell, 
Westfield.  Forbes  Johnson  of  Gerry, 

Marcus  Simmons  of  Fredonia  and  Elijah 
Waters  of  Westfield  were  chosen  as 

Chautauqua's  Representatives  in  the  As- 
sembly. This  was  the  year  in  which 

Henry  Clay  and  James  K.  Polk  con- 
tested for  the  Presidency  and  Chautau- 

qua County  cast  five  thousand  six  hun- 
dred twelve  votes  for  the  former  and 

three  thousand  four  hundred  seven  for 
the  latter.  Millard  Fillmore  and  Silas 

Wright  were  the  candidates  for  the 
office  of  Governor  and  the  vote  in  their 

favor  was  substantially  that  cast  for  the 
Presidential  candidates. 

In  1845  Odin  Benedict  was  once  more 
chosen  Chairman,  with  Rufus  Jones, 
Clerk.  Members  not  of  the  last  Board 

were  John  Frew  of  Carroll,  (eight  terms 
completed) ;  Nathan  Lake,  Charlotte, 
(six  terms  completed):  William  Green, 

Chautauqua,  (first  Special  County 

Judge  in  1855) ;  Oliver  B.  Main,  Cherry 
Creek;  William  Rice,  Clymer,  (com- 

pleting eleven  terms) :  Henry  Baker, 

Ellicott;  ̂ ^'illiam  I\f.  \\'agoner,  Gerry; 
William  Putnam,  Mina  ;  Henry  N.  Hunt, 
Poland ;  Leverett  Barker,  Pomfret ; 

Henry  Hall,  Sheridan  ;  Chauncey  War- 

ren, Stockton ;  George  Hopkins,  \^il- 
lenova ;  John  G.  Hinckley,  Westfield. 
Samuel  A.  Brown  of  Jamestown,  Henry 
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C.  Frisbee  of  Fredonia,  and  Jeremiah 
Mann  of  Ripley  served  in  the  Assembly. 

Orsell  Cook  of  Jamestown  became  Sur- 
rogate of  the  county  in  this  year  and 

served  until  1847.  ̂ '^^  this  year,  Abner 
Lewis  of  Panama  was  elected  to  Con- 

gress, serving  one  term. 
In  1846  Odin  Benedict  was  again 

chosen  Chairman,  and  Walter  L.  Ses- 
sions of  Panama  made  his  first  official 

appearance  as  Clerk  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  of  this  year.  He  was  a 

Member  of  Assembly  1853-4;  Senator 
1860-61,  1866-7;  Member  of  Congress 

1871-2,  1873-4,  1885-6.  Members,  not 
of  the  last  Board,  were  Stephen  J. 
Brown  of  Busti ;  Reuben  E.  Fenton  of 

Carroll  (Member  of  Congress,  1853-4 
to  1855  1857  to  Dec.  20th,  1864,  when 
he  resigned  to  become  Governor  of  the 
State ;  was  again  elected  in  1866,  and 
was  chosen  Senator  in  Congress  in  1869 

serving  to  1875) ;  Randolph  W.  Seaver 

of  Charlotte;  Alvah  Cottrell,  Chautau- 

qua ;  James  Carr,  Cherry  Creek  ;  Sam- 
uel Bly,  Clymer ;  Nehemiah  Royce, 

French  Creek ;  Willard  Bucklin,  Gerry  ; 

William  Calvin,  Hanover;  Gideon  Bar- 
low, Mina  ;  Sumner  Allen,  Poland  ;  Tim- 

othy Judson,  Portland ;  Matthew  S.  Mc- 
Clintock,  Ripley;  John  P.  Hall,  Sher- 

man, (Member  of  Assembly  in  1850) : 

Eleazer  Flagg,  Jr.,  Stockton.  Madi- 
son Burnell  of  Jamestown,  Valorous 

Lake  of  Mina  and  Elisha  Ward  of 

Silver  Creek,  the  latter  of  whom 
served  a  term  in  the  Senate  in 

1852-3,  represented  the  county  in  the 
Assembly.  Thomas  B.  Campbell  of 
Westfield  who  had  previously  served  as 
Member  of  Assembly  and  County  Clerk, 

having  been  appointed  April  15,  1820, 
at  the  same  time  that  Elial  T.  Foote  was 

appointed  Sheriff,  was,  this  year,  chosen 
First  Judge  of  the  county.  Matthew 
P.  Bemus  of  Mayville  who  afterwards 
served  as  Member  of  Assembly  in  the 
sessions  of  1868,  1869,  1870,  1871  and 
1872,  was  chosen  County  Clerk.  He 

was  the  first  man  in  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty to  serve  five  consecutive  terms  in  the 

State  Legislature. 
The  constitution  of  1846  provided  for 

thirty-two  separate  Senate  Districts, 
Cattaraugus  and  Chautauqua  constitut- 

ing the  Thirty-second  District  up  to  the 
apportionment  of  1892,  when  Allegany 
County  was  added  only  to  be  dropped 
from  the  list  under  the  constitution  of 

1894,  when  Cattaraugus  and  Chautau- 
qua became  the  Fiftieth  District.  Fred- 

erick S.  Martin  of  Franklinville  became 
the  first  Senator  under  the  constitution 

of  1846,  being  elected  in  November  of 

1847,  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the 

office  January  4th,  1848,  the  term  being- 
reduced  to  two  years.  Robert  Owen 

Jr.,  of  Randolph  succeeded  Mr.  Martin 
and  then  EHsha  Ward  of  Silver  Creek, 

who  was  a  Member  of  Assembly  in 

1846,  was  elected,  serving  in  1852  and 
1853.  Alvah  H.  Walker  of  Fredonia 
succeeded  Mr.  Ward  for  the  next  term 
and  then  Roderick  White  of  Olean  was 

chosen.  He  died  in  1856  and  John  P. 

Darling  of  New  Albion,  Cattaraugus 

County,  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy 

and  was  re-elected  1857  for  the  full 
term.  Walter  L.  Sessions  was  elected  • 

in  1859,  serving  in  i860  and  1861  and 
was  succeeded  by  Horace  C.  Young  of 

New  Albion.  Norman  M.  Allen  of  Day- 
ton was  chosen  in  1863,  serving  a  full 

term,  and  then  Walter  L.  Sessions  was 

again  elected.  There  was  a  political 

revolution  in  the  Thirty  -second  District 

in  1867  and  Lorenzo  Morris,  of  Fre- 
donia, a  Democrat,  was  elected.  He 

was  succeeded  by  Allen  D.  Scott  of 
Ellicottville,  and  he,  in  turn,  by  Norman 
M.  Allen  of  Dayton.  In  1873  Albert  G. 

Dow,  an  old-time  resident  of  Hanover 
and  Westfield,  was  elected,  his  home 

being  then  in  Randolph.  Commodore 
P.  Vedder  of  Ellicottville  succeeded  Mr. 

Dow,  and  then  Loren  B.  Sessions  of 
Panama  was  elected  for  two  terms,  and 

came  very  nearly  breaking  the  record 
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with  a  third  term,  but  was  finally  ob- 
liged to  nominate  Norman  M.  Allen  of 

Dayton,  who  was  duly  elected.  In  1883 
Commodore  P.  Vedder  of  Ellicottville 

was  again  elected  to  the  Senate,  and 
continued  in  office  until  defeated  at  the 

polls  by  James  T.  Edwards  of  Randolph 
who  ran  as  an  independent  candidate  in 
1891.  Dr.  Edwards  was  succeeded  by 

Frank  W.  Higgins  of  Olean,  who  con- 
tinues to  represent  this  district. 

In  1847  the  Chairman  and  Clerk  were 
\ 
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re-elected.  The  changes  in  the  Board 

from  last  year  were  Emri  Davis,  Busti ; 
W.  W.  Crafts,  Chautauqua ;  Charles 

A.  Spencer,  Cherry  Creek ;  Augustus 

F.  Allen,  Ellicott,  (delegate  to  Constitu- 
tional Convention  in  1867;  Meniber  cf 

Congress  1875-6);  George  J.  Phipany, 
Ellington ;  H.  H.  Hawkins,  Hanover ; 

David  Tucker,  Poland;  Daniel  W. 

Douglass,  Pomfret,  (Member  of  Assem- 
bly in  185 1) ;  Moses  A.  Tennant,  Ripley, 

and  Chauncey  Warren,  Stockton.  Mad- 
ison Burnell  of  Jamestown  and  Charles 

J.  Orton  of  Fredonia  became  the  rep- 
resentatives of  Chautauqua  County 

which  had  been  reduced  to  two  Assem- 

bly Districts.  Horton  Clark  of  Chau- 
tauqua was  elected  to  succeed  Orsell 

Cook  as  Surrogate  and  served  until 
1 85 1,  In  the  meantime  the  constitution 
of  1846  had  gone  into  effect  and  Abner 
Lewis  of  Panama,  who  had  served  both 

as  a  Member  of  the  Assembly  and  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress,  was  chosen  the 

first  County  Judge.  Abner  Hazeltine 
was  chosen  District  Attorney  and  served 
until  1850.  He  was  the  father  of  the 
present  Abner  Hazeltine  of  Jamestown 
and  served  in  Congress  and  held  many 

important  positions  in  the  affairs  of  the county. 

In  1848,  Reuben  E.  Fenton  of  Carroll 
was  chosen  Chairman  of  the  Board  and 

Daniel  Sherman  was  elected  Clerk, 

(District  Attorney  in  18^0  and  Sheriff 
in  1828).  The  changes  in  the  Board 
were  Lorenzo  Matthews,  Busti ;  Lyman 

Brown,  Clvmer ;  George  F.  Vander- 
voort,  Ellery ;  fohn  F.  Farman,  Elling- 

ton ;  Silas  Terry,  French  Creek,  (Assem- 

blyman in  1849);  Adolphus  F.  Morri- 
son, Hanover,  (Member  of  Assem- 

bly in  1843) '  Theron  S.  Bly,  Har- 
mony, (Sheriff  in  1858) ;  Rosell  Greene, 

Pomfret;  Ebenezer  Harris,  Portland; 

Benjamin  H.  Kipp,  Sherman ;  Milton 

Smith,  Stockton,  (Sheriff  in  1855);  Vil- 
leroy  Balcom,  Villenova  ;  Alvin  Plumb, 
Westfield,  (Assemblyman  in  1833  and 

1837,  Sheriff  in  1843).  Jolii"i  H.  Pray  of 
Panama  and  David  H.  Treadway  of 

Ellington  served  Chautauqua  in  the  As- 
sembly session  of  this  year.  LTnder  the 

constitution  of  1846,  the  County  Treas- 
urers, who  had  previously  been  chosen 

by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  were  made 

elective  by  the  people  and  in  1848,  Wil- 
liam Gifford  of  Ellery  was  elected  and 

served  to  1857,  three  terms.  Another 
Presidential  election  occurred  in  this 

year  and  the  Whigs  seem  to  have  been 
somewhat  divided.  Zachary  Taylor  re- 

ceived fortv-two  hundred  seven,  Lewis 

Cass  nineteen  hundred  eleven  and  Mar- 

tin Van  Buren  sixteen  hundred  forty- 
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eight.  Practically  the  same  divisions 
seem  to  have  been  made  for  Governor, 

Hamilton  Fish,  Reuben  H.  Walworth 

and  John  A.  Dix  being  the  candidates. 
In  1849,  after  being  absent  one  term, 

Odin  Benedict  was  elected  Chairman 

and  Daniel  Sherman  was  re-elected 
Clerk,  The  changes  in  the  Board  were 

Joseph  E.  Kimball,  Charlotte  ;  M.  Pren- 
dergast,  Chautauqua;  Oliver  B.  Main, 

Cherry  Creek ;  Charles  Brightman,  Cly- 
mer  ;  Charles  Butler,  EUicott ;  Nehemiah 

Royce,  French  Creek ;  WilHam  Bliss, 

Gerry;  Charles  H.  Lee,  Hanover;  Odin 
Benedict,  Ellery ;  Cyrus  Underwood, 

Mina ;  Pierce  Woodward,  Poland ;  Tim- 

othy Judson,  Portland ;  Stephen  Pren- 

dergast,  Ripley ;  Austin  Pierce,  Ville- 
nova,  (Member  of  Assembly  in  1842); 
Austin  Smith,  Westfield,  (Assemblyman 

185 1,  1852,  and  Surrogate  in  1841). 
Silas  Terry  of  Clymer  and  Ezekiel  B. 

Guernsey  of  Irving  constituted  the  rep- 
resentation of  Chautauqua  County  in 

the  Assembly.  Orson  Stiles  of  Fre- 
donia  was  elected  County  Clerk  and 
served  until  1852.  He  was  Member  of 

Assembly  in  the  sessions  of  1866-7. 
Elijah  Risley,  who  was  long  prominent 

in  the  political  affairs  of  Northern  Chau- 
tauqua, was  this  year  elected  to  Con- 

gress and  was  succeeded  in  the  follow- 
ing term  by  Frederick  S.  Martin  of 

Olean.  Noah  D.  Snow  was  elected 

Sheriff  and  served  until  1852. 

In  1850,  Reuben  E.  Fenton,  after  an 

absence  of  one  term,  was  elected  Chair- 
man and  Charles  Chadwick  was  elected 

Clerk.  The  changes  in  personnel  of 
the  Board  were  Orsamus  A,  White, 

Charlotte,  (School  Commissioner  in 

1859-62);  Stephen  Hunt,  Chautauqua; 
George  F.  Vandervoort,  Ellery  ;  Thom- 

as D.  Jones,  French  Creek;  William 

Mellen,  Gerry ;  William  Colville,  Han- 
over ;  John  Steward,  Harmony ;  Luke 

Grover,  Mina ;  William  Risley,  Pom- 
fret  ;  Asa  Blood,  Portland ;  Edmund 

Mead,    Sheridan ;    Lester    R.  Dewey, 

Sherman ;  Timothy  G.  Walker,  Ville- 
nova.  John  P.  Hall  of  Sherman  and 
Samuel  Barrett  of  Jamestown  served  in 
the  Assembly  and  Daniel  Sherman  of 
Busti  was  elected  District  Attorney, 

serving  until  1853.  Washington  Hunt 
was  the  Whig  candidate  for  Governor 

and  received  forty-seven  hundred  sixty- 
six  votes  against  thirty-three  hundred 
twenty-eight  for  Horatio  Seymour.  This 
closed  the  first  half  century  of  the 
politics  of  Chautauqua  County. 

In  185 1  Reuben  E.  Fenton  was  re- 
elected Chairman  and  Charles  Chadwick 

was  re-elected  Clerk.  The  changes  were 
Theron  Palmiter,  Busti ;  Joseph  Kent, 

Cherry  Creek ;  Stephen  W.  Steward, 

Clymer ;  WilHam  S.  Aldrich,  Ellery ;  R. 
V.  Cunningham,  EUicott ;  Nehemiah 
Royce,  French  Creek ;  James  Bucklin, 

Gerry ;  Edward  Buss,  Mina ;  Eliakim 
Crosby,  Poland;  Alvah  H.  Walker, 

Pomfret,  (Senator  in  1854-5) ;  John  R. 
Coney,  Portland ;  George  Goodrich, 

Ripley  ;  Loren  Park,  Sherman  ;  George 

Hall,  Westfield.  Austin  Smith  of  West- 
field  (Surrogate  1841  to  1844,  Special 

Surrogate  1861  to  1864),  and  Daniel 
W.  Douglass  of  Fredonia  represented 
the  county  in  the  Assembly.  Emory  T. 

Warren  of  Fredonia  was  elected  Surro- 

gate and  served  to  1855.  Frederick  S. 
Martin  of  Cattaraugus  represented  the 
Congressional  District  from  185 1  to 

1853.  Nicholas  Kessler  was  chosen 
Keeper  of  the  Poor  House  and  John 

Chandler,  Superintendent  of  the  Poor. 

In  1852  Timothy  Judson  of  Portland 

was  elected  Chairman  and  Stukely  Ells- 
worth was  chosen  Clerk.  The  changes 

in  the  Board  were  John  M.  Edson, 

Charlotte ;  Hiram  A.  Pratt,  Chautau- 

qua ;  James  Carr,  Cherry  Creek ;  Aug- 
ustus F.  Allen,  Ellicott ;  Philo  S.  Haw- 

ley,  French  Creek ;  Charles  H.  Lee, 

Hanover ;  Gideon  Barlow,  Mina ;  Tim- 
othy Judson,  Portland ;  Charles  B. 

Brockway,  Ripley  ;  Lewis  Sperry,  Sher- 
man ;  Martin  Crowell,  Villenova,  (Mem- 
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ber  of  Assembly  in  1865) ;  Alvin 
Plumb,  Westfield.  Austin  Smith  of 
Westfield  and  Jeremiah  Ellsworth  of 

Ellington  constituted  the  membership 
in  the  Assembly.  William  Green  of 

Chautauqua  was  elected  Special  Coun- 
ty Judge  in  this  year,  being  the 

first  man  to  hold  this  office.  In  the 

same  year,  Erancis  S.  Edwards  of  Fre- 
donia  was  chosen  first  Special  Surro- 

gate. He  was  also  Member  of  Con- 

gress in  1855  to  1857,  resigning  in  Eeb- 
ruary  of  the  latter  year.  Selden  Marvin 
of  Ripley  was  elected  County  Judge  and 
held  the  office  for  a  term  of  six  years. 

Alpheus  S.  Hawley  of  Ripley  was  elected 
SherifT  of  the  county  and  Richard  O. 

Green,  County  Clerk.  Washington 

Hunt  received  fifty-seven  hundred  nine 

votes  for  Governor  against  thirty-seven 
hundred  fifty-eight  for  Horatio  Seymour 
and  one  thousand  fifty-six  for  Minthorn 
Tompkins.  Winfield  Scott  received 

fifty-six  hundred  twelve  for  President 

against  thirty-seven  hundred  three  for 
Eranklin  Pierce  and  twelve  hundred  nine 

for  John  P.  Hale. 

In  1853  Timothy  Judson  was  re-elect- 
ed to  the  Chairmanship  and  Stukely 

Ellsworth  was  re-elected  to  the  Clerk- 

ship. The  changes  in  the  Board  were 
Levi  Baldwin,  Arkwright ;  Lorenzo 

Matthews,  Busti ;  Edwin  Eaton,  Carroll ; 

W.  W.  Crafts,  Chautauqua;  D.  B.  Par- 

sons, Cherry  Creek ;  Henry  Baker,  Elli- 
cott;  Nehemiah  Royce,  Erench  Creek; 

Lyman  L.  Eaton,  Gerry  ;  Hiram  Smith, 
Hanover ;  Moses  A.  Tennant,  Ripley ; 
Morris  Norton,  Harmony;  Alexander 

Eddy,  Mina;  M.  W.  Smith,  Poland: 

John  I.  Eacker,  Sheridan  ;  Hiram  Cor- 
nell, Villenova;  Joshua  R.  Babcock, 

Westfield.  Walter  L.  Sessions  of  Pana- 

ma, (Senator  1860-61,  1866  and  1867, 

Congress  1871-2,  1873-4,  1885-6);  and 
Jeremiah  Ellsworth  of  Ellington  served 
in  the  Assembly.  In  this  year  George 

Barker  of  Eredonia  began  his  long  do- 

litical  and  judicial  career  by  being  chos- 

en District  Attorney,  serving  until  1856. 

He  was  again  appointed  to  this  office 

in  1862  and  elected  at  the  general  elec- 

tion, serving  until  1865.    He  was  elect- 
ed a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 

vention of  1867  and  in  the  same  vear 
was  chosen  to  the  Supreme  Court  for 

the  Eighth  Judicial  District  and  served 
continuously  up  to  1890.     He  was  a 
member  of  the  General  Term  of  the 

Fourth  Department  in  1883  and  in  the 
Fifth    Department    in    1884.  Charles 
Brightman  was  chosen  Superintendent 
of  the  Poor.     Reuben  E.   Fenton  of 

Frewsburg  was  chosen  to  Congress  and 

served  until  1855,  when  Francis  S.  Ed- 
wards of  Eredonia  was  chosen  to  suc- 

ceed him.    In  the  latter  year,  Mr.  Fen- 
ton was  again  chosen  a  Representative 

in  Congress  and  served  continuously  by 

re-election  up  to  1865.    He,  in  turn,  was 
succeeded  by  Henry  Van  Aernam  of 
Franklinville,  Cattaraugus  County.  In 

1869  Porter  Sheldon  of  Jamestown  was 
elected  as  Representative  in  Congress 
and  was  succeeded  in  1871  by  Walter 
L.  Sessions  of  Panama.    Mr.  Sessions 

was  re-elected  in  1873  and  served  until 

1875.         t^'i^t  year  Augustus  F.  Allen 
of  Jamestown  was  elected,  but  died  be- 

fore taking  office.    Nelson  I.  Norton  of 
Hinsdale  was  chosen  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  Mr.  Allen  and  was  succeeded  in 

1877  by  George  W.  Patterson  of  West- 
field.    In  1879  Henry  \^an  Aernam  was 
again  elected  to  this  office  and  was  re- 

elected in  1881.    He  was  succeeded  in 

1883  bv  Francis  B.  Brewer  of  Westfield 
and  in  1885  Walter  L.  Sessions  was 

again  elected  as  Representative  in  Con- 
gress.   William  G.  Laidlaw  of  Ellicott- 

ville  was  elected  to  the  Fiftieth  Con- 

gress and  was  re-elected  to  the  Fiftv- 
first.    Warren  B.  Hooker  of  Eredonia 

was  chosen  to  the  Fiftv-second  Con- 
gress and  continued  in  office  during  the 

Fifty-third.  Fifty-fourth.  Fifty-fifth  and 

a  part  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Congress,  when 
E.  B.  Vreeland  of  Salamanca  was  elected 
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and  has  continued  to  serve  up  to  the 

present  time. 

In  1854  Timothy  Judson  was  again 
elected  Chairman  of  the  Board  with 

Elias  H.  Jenner  as  Clerk.  The  changes 
were  Theron  Palmiter,  Busti ;  Wm.  H. 
H.  Fenton,  Carroll ;  David  Woods, 

Chautauqua  ;Ira  Haskins,  Ellery  ;  Sidney 

E.  Palmer,  Gerry,  (Member  of  Assem- 
bly in  1859) ;  John  Steward,  Harmony  ; 

Ezra  Kidder,  Kiantone ;  Ora  B.  Pelton, 
Mina ;  Henry  N.  Hunt,  Poland ;  Hiram 

F.  Smith,  Pomfret ;  Selden  Marvin,  Rip- 
ley, (County  Judge  in  1852) ;  Edmund 

Mead,  Sheridan;  Benjamin  J.  Coffin, 

Sherman ;  George  S.  Harrison,  Stock- 
ton ;  Martin  Crowell,  Villenova.  W.  L. 

Sessions  of  Panama  and  Francis  W. 

Palmer  of  Jamestown  constituted  the 
representation  in  the  Assembly. 

In  1855  John  G.  Hinckley  returned 
to  his  seat  as  Chairman  of  the  Board 

and  Elias  H.  Jenner  was  re-elected 
Clerk.  The  changes  were,  Chauncev 

Abbey,  Arkwright ;  John  B.  Babcock, 
Busti;  Charles  L.  Norton,  Carroll, 

(County  Clerk  in  1864) ;  Daniel  Arnold, 

Charlotte ;  Silas  Vinton,  Cherry  Creek ; 
Elias  Clark,  Ellery ;  Simeon  W.  Parks, 

Ellicott;  Mason  D.  Hatch,  ElHngton ; 
Willard  Bucklin,  Gerry ;  Clark  C.  Swift, 

Hanover ;  Albert  Gleason,  Harmony ; 
Lucian  V.  Axtell,  Kiantone ;  Georsfe 

Ross,  Mina ;  Abner  W.  Camp,  Pomfret ; 
Charles  A.  Marsh,  Portland;  C.  O. 

Doughaday,  Ripley ;  Newton  P.  Smith, 
Sheridan  ;  Loren  Parks,  Sherman  ;  Judge 

L.  Bugbee,  Stockton ;  John  G.  Hinck- 
ley, Westfield.  Samuel  S.  Whallon  of 

Mayville,  (Canal  Commissioner  in  1855- 

58),  and  Francis  W.  Palmer  of  James- 
town were  elected  to  the  Assembly. 

Charles  F.  Mattison  was  chosen  Spec- 
ial County  Judge  to  fill  a  vacancy  and 

served  until  1858.  Albert  Richmond 

of  Chautauqua  was  chosen  Surrogate, 
serving  until  1859.  Mr.  Mattison  was 

also  elected  Special  Surrogate  in  this 
year.    Richard  P.  Marvin  was,  in  this 

year,  re-elected  a  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  was  re-elected  in  1863. 

Milton  Smith  was  elected  Sheriff,  serv- 
ing until  1858.  Hanson  A.  Risley  of 

Fredonia  was  chosen  County  Clerk  and 

George  G.  Palmeter  was  appointed 
Keeper  of  the  Poor  House.  Stephen 
Snow  and  Sidney  Jones  of  Jamestown 
were  appointed  Loan  Commissioners, 
serving  two  years. 

In  1856  James  Parker  was  chosen 

Chairman  and  Elias  H.  Jenner  was  re- 
chosen  Clerk.  The  changes  in  the 
Board  were  Emri  Davis,  Jr.,  Busti; 

James  Parker,  Carroll,  (Presidential 
elector  in  i860  and  also  Secretary  to 
the  Electoral  College  in  the  same  year) ; 

William  M.  Wagoner,  Charlotte  ;  John 

Birdsall,  Chautauqua,  (Circuit  Judge  in 
1826,  Senator  in  1832,  1833  and  1834, 
Member  of  Assembly  in  1813);  Joseph 

Kent,  Cherry  Creek ;  Jesse  Brown,  Cly- 
mer ;  Leman  Pickett,  Ellery  ;  Augustus 
F.  Allen,  Elhcott ;  Charles  B.  Green, 

Ellington,  (Member  of  Assembly  1858) ; 

John  Sliter,  French  Creek ;  Sidney  E. 

Palmer,  Gerry,  (Member  of  Assembly 
in  1859) ;  Ebenezer  G.  Cook,  Harmony, 
(Member  of  Assembly  in  i860) ;  Luke 

Grover,  Mina ;  Galusha  M.  Wait,  Po- 
land ;  Elisha  Norton,  Pomfret ;  Darwin 

G.  Goodrich,  Portland ;  Simeon  Collins, 

Ripley  ;  Edmund  Mead,  Sheridan  ;  Wil- 
liam Green,  Sherman,  (Special  County 

Judge  in  1855) ;  Ebenezer  Moon,  Stock- 
ton ;  James  Wright,  Villenova ;  William 

Vorce,  Westfield,  (Sheriff  in  1858). 
Henry  A.  Prendergast  of  Westfield  and 
Smith  Berry  of  vSheridan  represented 
Chautauqua  in  the  Assemblv.  John  F. 

Smith  of  Jamestown  was  elected  Dis- 
trict Attorney  in  this  year  and  served 

up  to  1859.  In  1856  the  office  of  School 
Commissioner  was  created,  Chautau- 

qua County  being  divided  into  two  dis- 
tricts. The  first  election  occurred  in 

1859,  the  term  of  office  being  for  three 
years.  Amasa  C.  Moses  of  Chautauqua 
was  elected  for  the  First  District  and 
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O.  A.  White  in  the  Second.  Mr.  Moses 

was  succeeded  by  George  W.  Putnam 
and  Mr.  White  by  Lucius  Hurlburt  of 
Harmony. 

In  1857  James  Parker  was  re-elected 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 

and  EHas  H.  Jenner  was  re-elected 
Clerk.  The  changes  in  the  Board  were 
Levi  Baldwin,  Arkwright ;  Allen  A. 
Stevens,  Charlotte ;  Horatio  Hill, 

Cherry  Creek ;  Stephen  W.  Steward, 
Clymer ;  Francis  W.  Palmer,  Ellicott, 

(Assemblyman  in  1854  and  1855);  Mar- 
vin Hooker,  French  Creek ;  Willard 

Bucklin,  Gerry;  Hiram  Smith,  Jr.,  Han- 
over, (Assemblyman  in  i860  and  1861) ; 

Charles  Spencer,  Kiantone ;  Pierce 
Woodward,  Poland ;  Edmund  Day, 
Pomfret;  R.  D.  Fuller,  Portland; 

Charles  B.  Brockway,  Ripley ;  Newell 
Gould,  Sheridan ;  William  Burdick, 

Stockton.  Henry  A.  Prendergast  of 

Westfield  and  Isaac  George  of  Fre- 

donia  constituted  Chautauqua's  repre- 
sentation in  the  Assembly.  Jabez  B. 

Burrows  of  was  elected  Coun- 

ty Treasurer  and  served  to  i860. 

In  1858  George  W.  Patterson  of 
Westfield  was  elected  Chairman,  Elias 

H.  Jenner  was  re-elected  Clerk  and 
James  Parker,  editor  of  the  Chautauqua 
Democrat,  was  chosen  to  be  the  first 

to  occupy  the  new  office  of  Reporter. 

The  changes  in  the  Board  were  Chaun- 

cey  Abbey,  Arkwright ;  Charles  L.  Nor- 
ton, Carroll;  Henry  C.  Lake,  Charlotte, 

(Secretary  to  State  Board  of  Charities 
in  1867,  and  Assemblyman  in  1862  and 
1863) ;  William  Gififord,  Chautauqua, 

(County  Treasurer  in  1848);  Charles- 
Brightman,  Clymer ;  John  F.  Farman, 
Ellington;  William  C.  Benedict,  Ellery ; 
Lewis  Hall,  Ellicott;  S.  W.  Steward, 
French  Creek ;  Samuel  Griffith,  Gerry ; 

Sardius  Steward,  Harmony ;  D.  G.  Mor- 
gan, Kiantone ;  Edward  Buss,  Mina ; 

Darwin  G.  Goodrich,  Portland ;  Simeon 

Collins,  Ripley ;  William  O.  Strong. 
Sheridan ;   Miles   J.    Clark,   Sherman ; 

Martin  Crowell,  Villenova ;  George  W. 

Patterson,  Westfield.  Henry  Bliss  of 
Sherman  and  Charles  B.  Green  of  Ell- 

ington served  in  the  Assembly.  Stephen 

Snow  of  Chautauqua  was  elected  Spec- 
ial County  Judge  and  served  up  to  t86i. 

Samuel  A.  Brown  of  Jamestown  who 

had  previously  been  District  Attorney 
and  Member  of  Assembly,  was  elected 

Special  Surrogate  and  served  for  one 

term.  Theron  S.  Bly  was  chosen  Coun- 

ty Clerk. 
In  1859  George  W.  Patterson  was  re- 

elected Chairman,  Elias  H.  Jenner  was 

CHARLES  B.  GREEN, 

re-elected  Clerk  and  James  Parker  was 
re-elected  Reporter.  Stephen  Parment 

was  appointed  to  the  new  office  of  Jani- 
tor. The  changes  were  John  A.  Hall, 

Busti ;  Orton  Clark,  Charlotte,  (Surro- 
gate in  1847) '  Silas  Vinton,  Cherry 

Creek ;  H.  P.  Fenton,  French  Creek ; 
Russell  M.  Brown,  Kiantone ;  David 

DeChow,  Mina ;  Wm.  T.  Falconer,  Po- 
land;  Elisha  Norton,  Pomfret;  Horace 

C.  Taylor,  Portland  ;  Judge  L.  Bugbee, 
Stockton.  Henry  A.  Bliss  of  vSherman 

was  re-elected  to  the  Assembly  and 
served  with  Sidney  E.  Palmer  of  Gerry. 
William  O.  Stevens  of  Chautauqua  was 
elected  District  Attorney,  succeeding 

George  Barker  of  Fredonia.  Abner 
Hazeltine  of  Jamestown  was  chosen 

County  Judge  in  this  year  and  served 
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to  November,  1863.  Mr.  Hazeltine  was 

appointed  Special  County  Jtidge  in  place 
of  Judge  Cottle  in  1873  but  refused  to 

qualify.  John  J.  Kinney  of  Jamestown 
was  appointed  in  his  stead  in  1874. 

George  A.  Green  of  Fredonia  was  elect- 
ed Surrogate. 
In  i860  all  officers  were  re-elected  as 

follows :  George  W.  Patterson,  Chair- 

man, Elias  H.  Jenner,  Clerk  ;  James  Par- 
ker, Reporter,  and  Stephen  Parment, 

Janitor.  The  changes  in  the  Board  were 
John  C.  Griswold,  Arkwright,  M.  G. 
Freeman,  Chautauqua;  Hercules  Rice, 

Clymer ;  George  M.  Abell,  Dunkirk; 
Augustus  F.  Allen,  Ellicott ;  Robert 

Lenox,  Gerry ;  Chander  Scott,  Han- 
over ;  George  A.  Hall,  Kiantone ; 

George  Relf,  Mina ;  Gurdon  Taylor, 
Portland ;  John  C.  Cranston,  Sheridan  ; 

Henry  Bliss,  Sherman,  (Member  of  As- 
sembly in  1858-59) ;  Philip  Lazell,  Stock- 

ton. Ebenezer  D.  Cook  of  Panama  and 

Hiram  Smith,  Jr.,  of  Smith  Mills,  repre- 
sented Chautauqua  in  the  Assembly. 

Although  the  Republican  Party  was  or- 
ganized at  Angelica,  Alle;2:any  County, 

in  1854,  and  conducted  its  first  national 
campaign  under  the  leadership  of  John 
C.  Fremont  in  1856,  it  had  not  become 

an  efficient  force  until  i860,  when  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  elected  to  the  Presi- 

dency and  Edward  D.  Morgan  became 
the  Governor  of  the  state.  Chautauqua 

County  gave,  in  this  election,  eighty- 
four  hundred  eighty-one  votes  for  Ab- 

raham Lincoln  against  thirty-six  hun- 
dred seventy  for  Stephen  A.  Douglas 

and  John  C.  Breckenridge  and  John 
Bell  who  constituted  the  opposition  and 
received  all  of  the  votes  cast  against 

Mr.  Lincoln.  This  represented  a  mer- 
ger of  the  old  Whig  Party  and  what 

were  known  as  Free  Soilers,  Abolition- 
ists and  War  Democrats  and  was  a  new 

exemplification  of  the  tendency  of  Chau- 
tauqua County  to  go  strongly  in  one  di- 

rection. James  Parker  of  Carroll  was 
elected  as  a  Presidential  Elector  and 

voted  for  Abraham  Lincoln  for  Presi- 
dent. 

In  1861  Augustus  F.  Allen  was  elected 
Chairman  and  the  other  officers  were 

re-elected,  Elias  H.  Jenner,  Clerk ; 
James  Parker,  Reporter,  and  Stephen 
Parment,  Janitor.  The  changes  were: 
Emri  Davis,  Busti ;  Henry  C.  Lake, 

Charlotte ;  M.  Prendergast,  Chautau- 
qua ;  R.  W.  Parsons,  Cherry  Creek ;  L. 

S.  Terry,  Clymer ;  John  S.  Beggs,  Dun- 
kirk ;  Augustus  F.  Allen,  Ellicott ; 

Charles  B.  Green,  Ellington;  R.  J. 

Beach,  French  Creek ;  Galusha  Beards- 

ley,  Gerrv  ;  Reuben  F.  Randolph,  Har- 
mony ;  Russell  M.  Brown,  Kiantone ; 

Orson  Stiles,  Pomfret,  (Member  of  As- 
sembly 1866-67  and  County  Clerk  in 

1849);  Horace  C.  Taylor,  Portland; 

Sextus  H.  Hungerford,  Westfield,  (As- 

semblyman in  1865).  Henry  A.  Pren- 
dergast of  Westfield  was  again  chosen  to 

the  Assembly  and  served  with  Hiram 
Smith,  Jr.,  of  Smith  Mills,  who  was 

chosen  for  a  second  term.  James  Sher- 

wood of  Chautauqua  was  elected  Spec- 
ial County  Judge  in  this  year.  William 

Leet  of  Chautauqua  was  elected  County 

Treasurer  in  this  year  and  served  to 

1863.  He  was  succeeded  by  Byron  Ells- 
worth who  served  as  Sergeant-at-Arms 

of  the  Assembly  in  i8s5,  ̂ ^^^^  served  to 
1866  when  Mr.  Leet  was  again  elected 
and  served  to  1869.  Charles  Kennedy 

of  Jamestown  was  chosen  Sheriff  in  that 
year.  Sidnev  Jones  of  Jamestown  was 
elected  County  Clerk  and  served  to 1864. 

In  1862  Augustus  F.  Allen  was  re- 
elected Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Sup- 

ervisors ;  Lucius  Hurlburt  was  chosen 
Clerk  (School  Commissioner  in  1859) ; 

C.  E.  Bishop  was  elected  Reporter,  and 

Stephen  Parment  was  re-appointed  Jan- 
itor. The  changes  were  Chauncey 

Abbey,  Arkwright ;  Timothy  D.  Copp, 
Charlotte,  (Presidential  Elector  in 
1868);  Anthony  Morian,  Cherry  Creek; 
Hartson   S.   Ayer,   Clymer ;   John  M. 
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Fiirman,  Elling-ton  ;  John  Steward, 
Harmony ;  W.  Woodward,  Kiantone, 

(School  Commissioner  in  1859) ;  Thom- 
as R.  Coveney,Mina  ;  Henry  A.Prender- 

gast,  Ripley,  (Assemblyman  in  1856, 

1857  and  1861) ;  Henry  W.  Sperry,  Sher- 
man ;  Merril  Crissey,  Stockton.  Emri 

Davis  of  Bnsti  and  Henry  C.  Lake  of 
Charlotte  Center,  the  latter  of  whom 

served  as  Secretary  of  the  Commission- 
ers of  Charities  in  1867,  represented  the 

county  in  the  Assembly.  George  Bar- 
ker of  Fredonia  was  elected  District 

Attorney  and  served  up  to  1865.  In 
1867  he,  in  company  with  Augustus  F. 
Allen  of  Jamestown,  Norman  M.  Allen 

of  Dayton  and  George  Van  Campen  of 
Clean,  was  chosen  as  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention  and  after  the 

close  of  that  service  was  elected  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  and  continued 

in  service  by  re-election  up  to  1890. 
In  1863  C.  L.  Norton  was  elected 

Chairman  cf  the  Board,  Lucius  Hurl- 

burt  was  re-chosen  Clerk,  C.  E.  Bishop 

was  re-elected  Reporter  and  Stephen 
Parment  was  re-appointed  Janitor.  The 
changes  were  John  R.  Robertson,  Busti, 
(County  Clerk  in  1870) ;  R.  W.  Parsons, 
Cherry  Creek  ;  Almond  S.  Park,  French 

Creek ;  George  A.  Aldrich,  Gerry  ;  Cy- 
rus D.  Angell,  Hanover ;  Walter  L. 

Sessions,  Harmony,  (Senator  in  1860-1 
and  1866-7;  Member  of  Assembly  in 

1853-4;  Representative  in  Congress 
1871-3  and  1873-5  and  1885-7);  Edward 

Buss,  Mina ;  Henry  B.  Benjamin,  Pom- 
fret  ;  Albert  Haywood,  Portland ;  Sim- 

eon Collins,  Ripley ;  Buel  Tolles,  Sher- 
idan ;  Horace  Burgess,  Villenova.  John 

Seward  of  Panama  and  Henry  C.  Lake 

of  Charlotte  Center  constituted  the  rep- 
resentation in  the  Assembly.  Orsell 

Cook  of  Jamestown,  who  served  as  Sur- 
rogate from  1844  to  1847,  was  elected 

County  Judge  in  this  year  and  served 
to  1 87 1.  Theron  Brown  of  Chautauqua 

was  elected  Surrogate,  serving  until 
1866. 

In  1864  C.  L.  Norton,  was  again 
chosen  Chairman ;  Lucius  Hurlburt, 

Clerk ;  C.  E.  Bishop,  Reporter  and  Ste- 

phen Parment  was  re-chosen  Janitor. 
The  changes  in  the  Board  were  Henry 
Reynolds,  Charlotte ;  Horatio  Hill, 
Cherry  Creek;  Joshua  Hatton,  Clymer ; 

James  Hale,  Ellery ;  Samuel  Griffith, 
Ellington ;  Lawyer  S.  Terry,  French 
Creek;  William  D.  Talcott,  Hanover; 

George  Relf,  Mina;  Sumner  Allen,  Po- 

r  I 
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land ;  Charles  B.  Brockway,  Ripley ; 

Harlow  Crissey,  Stockton  ;  M.  S.  Corey, 

Villenova.  John  Steward  of  Panama 
and  Julien  T.  Williams  of  Dunkirk 
served  in  the  Assembly.  Abram  Dixon 
of  Westfield  who  served  in  the  State 

Senate  from  1840  to  1844  was  chosen 

Special  Surrogate  and  served  up  to 
1870.  Amos  K.  Warren  of  Stockton 

was  elected  Sheriff.  In  this  year  Al^ra- 
ham  Lincoln  received  eighty-seven  hun- 

dred eight  votes  against  thirty-nine 
hundred  ninety-  two  for  George  B.  Mc- 
Clellan.  Reuben  E.  Fenton  of  James- 

town was  elected  Governor  in  1864,  re- 

ceiving eighty-seven  hundred  sixty-two 
votes  in  Chautauqua  County  against 

thirty-nine  hundred  fifty-two  for  Horatio 
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Seymour.  Charles  L.  Norton  of  Char- 
lotte was  elected  County  Clerk,  serving 

up  to  1867. 
In  1865  Orson  Stiles  was  elected 

Chairman,  Lucius  Hurlburt  was  re- 

elected Clerk,  C.  E.  Bishop  was  re-chos- 
en Reporter  and  Stephen  Parment  was 

re-appointed  Janitor.  The  changes  in 
the  Board  were  Elias  H.  Jenner,  Busti ; 
William  H.  H.  Eenton,  Carroll ;  Daniel 

H.  Hewes,  Chautauqua  ;  R.  W.  Parsons, 
Cherry  Creek;  William  C.  Benedict, 

Ellery ;  Galusha  Beardsley,  Gerry  ;  Na- 
hum  S.  Scott,  Hanover,  (District  Attor- 

ney in  1865) ;  Loren  B.  Sessions,  Har- 
mony, (Senator  in  1878-9  and  1 880-1) ; 

Daniel  Griswold,  Poland;  Orson  Stiles, 

Pomfret ;  Joseph  B.  Fay,  Portland, 

(Member  of  Assembly  in  1866-67) '  Mar- 
tin Crowell,  Villenova.  Sextus  H.  Hun- 

gerford  of  Westfield  and  Martin  Crow- 
ell of  Hamlet  served  the  county  in  the 

Assembly.  Nathan  S.  Scott  of  Chau- 
tauqua was  chosen  District  Attorney. 

In  1866  Nahum  Scott  was  chosen 

Chairman.  Lucius  Hurlburt  was  re- 

elected Clerk,  C.  E.  Bishop,  Reporter, 

and  Stephen  Parment, Janitor.  Changes: 
John  C.  Griswold,  Arkwright  ;  William 

B.  Martin,  Busti,  (Special  Surogate  in 
1887);  W.  P.  Whiteside,  Chautauqua; 
George  N.  Frost,  Cherry  Creek  ;  George 
Waith,  Ellington ;  Dana  P.  Horton, 

French  Creek,  (Assemblyman  in  1884- 
85  and  87) ;  Aaron  J.  Phillips,  Kiantone  ; 
Franklin  DeChow,  Mina ;  Horace  White 

Pomfret ;  Sylvanus  H.  Myrick,  Sher- 
man ;  Eliphalet  Mitchell,  Stockton. 

Joseph  B.  Fay  of  Brocton  and  Orson 
Stiles  of  Fredonia,  who  was  County 
Clerk  from  1849  to  1852,  served  in  the 

Assembly.  Henry  O.  Lakin  was  ap- 
pointed Surrogate  to  fill  the  unexpired 

term  of  Theodore  Brown  and  was  elect- 

ed for  the  full  term  in  the  following 

year. 
In  1868  C.  B.  Brockway  was  re-elect- 

Chairman.  EHas  H.  Jenner  was  elected 

Clerk ;  C.  E.  Bishop  was  re-elected  Re- 

porter ;  Stephen  Parment  was  re-ap- 
pointed Janitor  and  Leroy  Willing  was 

the  first  to  hold  the  ofifice  of  Page.  The 

changes  in  the  Board  were  Delos  J. 

Rider,  Arkwright ;  Obed  Edson,  Char- 
lotte, (Member  of  Assembly  in  1875)  j 

M.  P.  Bemus,  Chautauqua,  (Assembly- 
man in  1868-69-70-71-72  and  County 

Clerk  in  1846)  ;  Anthony  Morian,  Cherry 

Creek;  John  R.  Russell,  Ellery;  B. 
Frank  Dennison,  Gerry ;  Chandler 

Scott,  Hanover;  George  Relf,  Mina; 
George  D.  Hinckley,  Pomfret ;  Alfred 

Eaton,  Portland;  Henry  Sheldon,  Sher- 
man ;  George  W.  Patterson,  Westfield. 

The  representation  in  the  Assembly  re- 
mained unchanged  for  this  year.  Rich- 

ard Willing  of  Chautauqua  was  elected 
County  Clerk  and  served  up  to  1870. 
Nelson  H.  Hill  of  Dunkirk  was  elected 

Special  County  Judge,  serving  the  full 

term  and  was  afterward  appointed  Reg- 
istrar in  Bankruptcy. 

In  1868  C.  B.  Brockway  was  re-elect- 
ed Chairman  and  Elias  H.  Jenner, 

Clerk  ;  O.  D.  Hinckley  of  Clymer  was 

appointed  Deputy  Clerk,  (Assemblyman 

in  1875)  ;,L.  McKinstry  was  chosen  Re- 
porter, Stephen  Parment  was  re-ap- 
pointed Janitor  and  Leroy  Willing  re- 

appointed Page.  The  changes  were 
John  C.  Griswold,  Arkwright ;  John  R. 
Robertson,  Busti ;  Allen  A.  Stevens, 

Charlotte ;  Silas  Vinton,  Cherry  Creek ; 
Hartson  S.  Ayer,  Clymer ;  John  S. 

Bemus,  Ellery  ;  Philip  M.  Smith,  Elling- 
ton ;  James  A.  Merry,  French  Creek ; 

John  D.  Hiller,  Hanover,  (Member  of 

Assembly  in  1873-4) ;  W.  Woodward, 
Kiantone ;  Joseph  C.  Doty,  Sheridan ; 
Henry  W.  Sperry,  Sherman ;  Chauncey 

Warren,  Stockton  ;  Tyler  H.  Searl,  Vill- 
enova ;  Francis  B.  Brewer,  Westfield, 

(Member  of  Assembly  in  1873  and  1874, 

Representative  in  Congress  in  1883-5). 
Matthew  P.  Bemus  of  Mayville,  (County 

Clerk  in  1846),  and  Winfield  S.  Camer- 

on of  Jamestown  became  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  county  in  the  Assem- 
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bly.  Mr.  Bemus  was  re-elected  and 
served  five  consecutive  terms,  being  the 
first  man  in  Chautauqua  County  to  serve 
more  than  two  terms  in  succession. 
Sherman  Wilhams  of  Sherman  was 

chosen  County  Treasurer  and  served 

up  to  1875,  making  two  full  terms,  and 
afterwards  served  in  the  Assembly.  He 

was  subsequently  appointed  to  a  posi- 
tion in  the  custom  house  in  New  York 

where  he  has  continued  in  service  up  to 
the  present  time.  Benjamin  Skinner  of 
Fredonia  was  elected  District  Attorney. 

Loren  B.  Sessions  was  elected  Chair- 
man in  1869  with  Elias  H.  Jenner  as 

Clerk.  O.  D.  Hinckley  and  A.  V.  Haz- 
eltine  were  appointed  assistants.  L. 

McKinstry  was  elected  Reporter,  Ste- 

phen Parment  was  re-appointed  Janitor 
and  Leroy  Willing,  Page.  Changes : 

Oscar  H.  Houck,  Arkwright ;  Har- 
mon G.  Mitchell,  Busti ;  George  S. 

Harrison,  Charlotte  ;  George  H.  Frost, 
Cherry  Creek;  Jerome  Preston,  Fllicott, 
(Assemblyman  in  1872) ;  Galusha 

Beardsley,  Gerry ;  Joel  Scudder,  Kian- 
tone ;  Henry  Q.  Ames,  Mina,  (School 

Commissioner  in  1859) ;  Harvey  S.  Elk- 
ins,  Poland;  John  P.  Hall,  Pomfret ; 
Joseph  E.  Harris,  Portland;  Addison 
Mason,  Ripley  ;  Buel  Tolles,  Sheridan  ; 
A.  W.  Benson,  Sherman.  There  was  no 

change  in  the  Assembly  representation 
in  this  year. 

In  1870  Loren  B.  Sessions  was  again 
chosen  Chairman  ;  E.  H.  Jenner,  Clerk, 

and  O.  D.  Hinckley,  Deputy  Clerk.  B. 
D.  Southworth  and  C.  E.  Benton  were 

appointed  Reporters.  Stephen  Parment 

was  re-appointed  Janitor  and  L.  F.  Wil- 
ling, Page.  The  changes  were  Levi  C. 

Baldwin,  Arkwright ;  W.  C.  Carpenter, 
Cherry  Creek;  Oscar  Hale.  Ellery  ;  Carey 

Briggs,  Ellington ;  D.  I\L  Hapgood, 

French  Creek  ;  Norman  B.  Brown,  Han- 
over ;  Franklin  Burrit,  Pomfret ;  Theo- 
dore S.  Moss,  Portland ;  L.  G.  Hamil- 

ton, Ripley  ;  John  T.  Green,  Sherman  ; 
Walker  Parkhurst,  Stockton ;  Horatio 

G.  Pope,  Villenova ;  Henry  C.  Kings- 
bury, Westfield.  Mr.  Bemus  continued 

to  serve  in  the  Assembly,  Orange  Win- 
ans  of  Dunkirk  being  his  colleague. 
Jabez  B.  Archibald  of  Chautaucjua  was 
chosen  Special  Surrogate,  Charles  G. 

Mapes  of  Chautauqua  was  elected  Sur- 
rogate, serving  continuously  up  to  1882. 

Philip  S.  Cottle  was  in  this  year  elected- 
Special  County  Judge  and  died  in  office. 
In  1870  John  R.  Robertson  of  Busti 
was  elected  County  Clerk  and  served 
up  to  1873. 

In  1 87 1  Silas  Vinton  was  chosen 

Chairman  and  E.  H.  Jenner  was  re- 
chosen  Clerk.  L.  McKinstry  was  ap- 

pointed Deputy  Clerk  and  A.  M.  Clark 
and  C.  E.  Benton  were  re-chosen  Re- 

porters. Dwight  Dutton  was  appointed 
Janitor  with  J.  F.  Pratt  as  Page.  The 
changes  in  the  Board  were  Leander  S. 

Phelps,  Arkwright,  (Sheriff  in  1876); 
John  A.  Hall,  Busti ;  Silas  Vinton, 
Cherry  Creek;  Jesse  Brown,  Clymer ; 
Augustus  F.  Allen,  Fllicott ;  Henry  R. 
Case,  French  Creek;  William  H.  Scott, 

Gerry ;  Frank  G.  Steward,  Harmony ; 
Franklin  DeChow,  Mina  ;  Joseph  C. 

Doty,  Sheridan  ;  Rollin  L.  Shepard,  Vil- 
lenova. There  was  no  change  in  the 

Assembly  representation  this  year.  Ed- 
ward R.  Bootey  of  Jamestown  was  elect- 

ed to  the  office  of  District  Attorney 

and  was  re-elected  in  1873  on  the  Inde- 
pendent Republican  ticket,  following  the 

Greeley  campaign,  which  worked  a  po- 
litical revolution  in  Chautauqua  County. 

Emory  F.  Warren  of  Jamestown  v/as 
elected  County  Judge  and  served  up  to 1877. 

In  1872  F.  B.  Brewer  was  elected 

Chairman  and  E.  H.  Jenner  was  re- 
chosen  Clerk.  O.  D.  Hinckley  was  ap- 

pointed Deputy  Clerk.  A.  M.  Clark 
and  C.  E.  Benton  were  re-elected  Re- 

porters and  Dwight  Dutton  was  re-ap- 
pointed Janitor  with  J.  F.  Pratt  as  Page. 

The  changes  were  Elias  H.  Jenner, 
Busti ;  Lucius  M.  Robertson,  Carroll, 
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(School  Commissioner  in  1859) ;  Horace 
E.  Kimbel,  Charlotte ;  George  N. 

Frost,  Cherry  Creek ;  William  C.  Bene- 
dict, Ellery  ;  Samuel  Griffith,  Ellington  ; 

Smith  Clark,  Hanover,  (Assemblyman 

in  1880) ;  George  Relf,  Mina  ;  Addison 
Mason,  Ripley;  Joseph  E.  Batchellor, 
Stockton ;  Tyler  H.  Searl,  Villenova ; 

Francis  B.  Brewer,  Westfield.  Mr.  Be- 
mus  continued  in  the  Assembly  and  was 

associated  with  Jerome  Preston  of 

Jamestown. 

In  1873  F.  B.  Brewer  was  re-elected 
Chairman  and  E.  H.  Jenner  was  re- 
chosen  Clerk.  O.  D.  Hinckley  and  L. 

McKinstry  were  chosen  Deputy  Clerks. 
T.  Z.  Root  was  elected  and  C.  E.  Ben- 

ton re-elected  Reporters.  Stephen  Par- 
ment  was  chosen  Janitor  and  Edwin 

Kibbe  was  appointed  Page.  The 

changes  were  George  W.  Briggs,  Ark- 
wright ;  Alonzo  C.  Pickard,  Busti, 
(School  Commissioner  in  1859) ;  Edwin 

Eaton,  Carroll ;  John  Birdsall,  Chau- 
tauqua ;  Otis  J.  Green,  Clymer ;  George 

W.  Belden,  Ellery;  John  Jones,  French 
Creek ;  Loren  B.  Sessions,  Harmony ; 

Aaron  J.  Phillips,  Kiantone ;  John  E. 
Ottaway,  Mina;  Josiah  H.  Monroe, 
Poland ;  Harmanus  C.  Clark,  Pomfret ; 

Erbin  C.  Wattles,  Ripley ;  George  W. 
Eacker,  Sheridan ;  Virgil  A.  Fenner, 
Sherman.  Francis  B.  Brewer  of  West- 
field  and  John  D.  Hiller  of  Smith  Mills 

represented  the  county  in  the  Assembly. 
Herman  Sixbey  of  Mayville  was  elected 
County  Clerk,  serving  up  to  1876. 

In  1874  F.  B.  Brewer  was  again 
chosen  Chairman  with  E.  H.  Jenner, 

Clerk;  O.  D.  Hinckley  and  L.  McKin- 
stry were  re-chosen  Deputy  Clerks  and 

C.  E.  Benton  and  T.  Z.  Root  were  re- 
appointed Reporters.  Henry  Barden 

was  appointed  Janitor  and  E.  A.  Kibbe 

was  re-chosen  Page.  The  changes  fol- 
low :  William  Sheldon,  Carroll ;  Harry 

Billings,  Cherry  Creek ;  Alexander  W. 
Popple,  Dunkirk;  Theodore  A.  Case, 

Ellington,   (Member   of   Assembly  in 

1876-7);  H.  R.  Parsons,  French  Creek; 
Leroy  Andrus,  Hanover ;  John  H.  Rus- 

sell, Kiantone ;  Franklin  Burrit,  Pom- 
fret  ;  Stewart  T.  Christy,  Sheridan  ;  John 

T.  Green,  Sherman ;  Lucius  C.  War- 

ren, Stockton  ;  Julius  A.  Terry,  Villeno- 
va. There  was  no  change  in  the  Assem- 

bly representation.  J.  Lambert  Inger- 
soll  of  Westfield  was  chosen  Special 

County  Judge  and  served  for  two  terms 

up  to  1880. 
In  1875  Loren  B.  Sessions  was  elect- 

ed Chairman  with  E.  H.  Jenner  as 
Clerk.  L.  McKinstry  and  J.  P.  Mericle 

v\^ere  chosen  Deputy  Clerks  and  C.  E. 
Benton  and  T.  Z.  Root  were  elected  Re- 

porters. Henry  Barden  was  again  ap- 
pointed Janitor  with  Fred  VanCise  as 

Page.  The  changes  were  :  xMbert  Fox, 
Carroll ;  Albert  Richmond,  Charlotte, 

(Surrogate  in  1855) ;  Sidney  R.  Law- 
son,  Chautauqua ;  George  H.  Frost, 
Cherry  Creek ;  Jesse  Brown,  Clymer ; 
William  Bookstaver,  Dunkirk,  (Prison 
Labor  Reform  Commissioner  in  1886 

and  Mayor  of  Dunkirk  in  1887)  ;  Oscar 

Hale,  Ellery  ;  Lewis  Hall,  Elhcott ;  John 

Jones,  French  Creek ;  Jarvis  K.  Willson, 

Gerry ;  Carlos  Ewell,  Hanover ;  Amos 
Bill,  Poland ;  James  D.  Wells,  Pomfret ; 

Henry  J.  Cranston,  Sheridan ;  Jerome 

J.  Dean,  Sherman ;  David  S.  Bennett, 
Villenova.  Otis  D.  Hinckley  of  Clymer 
and  Obed  Edson  of  Sinclairville  served 

in  the  Assembly.  Orin  Sperry  of  May- 
ville began  his  long  career  as  County 

Treasurer,  serving  up  to  1884.  In  this 
year  his  extensive  embezzlements  being 

discovered,  Willis  D.  Leet  of  Chautau- 
qua was  elected  to  succeed  him,  serving 

until  1887. 

In  1876  Loren  B.  Sessions  was  re- 
elected Chairman  with  Elias  H.  Jenner 

as  Clerk.  H.  Q.  Ames  and  F.  E.  Ses- 
sions were  chosen  Deputy  Clerks.  (Mr. 

Sessions  was  elected  Special  County 

Judge  in  1880).  T.  Z.  Root  and  C  E. 
Benton  were  re-chosen  Reporters. 
Solon  B.  West  was  appointed  Janitor 
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and  George  Gleason,  Page.  The 

changes  were  as  follows  :  John  C.  Gris- 
wold,  Arkwright ;  Jerome  Babcock, 

Busti,  (Assemblyman  in  1886);  Temple 
A.  Parker,  Carroll,  (Member  of  Assem- 

bly in  1878) ;  William  Reed,  Charlotte  ; 
O.  D.  Hinckley,  Clymer ;  Olvin  Putnam, 
Ellington ;  Reuben  J.  Beach,  French 
Creek ;  Charles  W.  Creal,  Kiantone ; 

Ebenezer  Skellie,  Mina ;  John  S.  Rus- 

JOHN  C.  GRISWOLB. 

sell,  Pomfret ;  George  W.  Cranston, 

Sheridan.  William  H.  Whitney  of  May- 
ville  and  Theodore  A.  Case  of  Ellington 
represented  the  county  in  the  Assembly. 

John  J.  Aldrich  of  Jamestown  was  elect- 
ed Coimty  Clerk  and  served  two  terms 

up  to  1882.  John  T.  McDonough  of 
Dunkirk  (Member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention  of  1894,  Commissioner  of 
Labor  and  Secretary  of  State),  was 

elected  Special  Surrogate  in  this  year. 

In  1877,  Loren  B.  Sessions  was  re- 
elected Chairman  and  Elias  H.  Jenner, 

Clerk.  Henry  O.  Ames  and  J.  P.  Mer- 
icle  were  chosen  Deputy  Clerks.  T.  Z. 
Root  and  C.  F.  White  were  appointed 

Reporters  and  H.  E.  Barden  Janitor  and 
Page.  The  changes  in  the  Board  were : 
Edson  1.  Wilcox,  Arkwright ;  James  M. 
Hunt,  Chautauqua  ;  Asa  Cheney,  Ellery  ; 
Corydon  Hitchcock,  Ellicott,  (Sheriff  in 

1873);  Oliver  Lee  Swift,  Hanover;  W. 
Woodward,  Kiantone  ;  Josiah  H.  Mon- 

roe, Poland;  Charles  B.  Brockway, 
Ripley ;  George  W.  Eacker,  Sheridan ; 
Enoch  Sperry,  Sherman  ;  Rollin  L. 
Shepard,  Villenova.  Sherman  Williams 
of  Sherman  (County  Treasurer  in  1869) 
and  Theodore  A.  Case  of  Ellington 
served  in  the  Assembly.  Abner  Hazel- 
tine,  Jr.,  was  elected  District  Attorney 
and  served  up  to  1880.  Thomas  P. 
Grosvenor  of  Dunkirk  was  elected 

Count V  Judge  and  served  up  to  1881, 
dying  in  office,  Henry  O.  Lakin  of 
Jamestown  being  appointed  to  fill  the vacancy. 

In  1878  the  officers  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors   were :     Chairman,  Loren 
B.  Sessions ;  Clerk,  Elias  H.  Jenner ; 

Deputy  Clerks,  Henry  O.  Ames  and 
John  B.  Davis  ;  Reporters,  C.  F.  White 
and  William  M.  Creal ;  Janitor  and  Page. 

Henry  E.  Barden.  The  changes  were  as 
follows :  Edward  L.  Hall,  Carroll ; 

Obed  Edson,  Charlotte  ;  Lewis  T.  Har- 
rington, Chautauqua,  (Sheriff  in  1870) ; 

William  S.  Blaisdell,  Cherry  Creek ; 

John  T.  Wilson,  Ellicott ;  Orson  Allis, 
French  Creek  ;  William  H.  Scott,  Gerry  ; 

Charles  W.  Creal,  Kiantone ;  Dana  P. 

Horton,  Mina ;  Milton  M.  Fenner,  Pom- 

fret,  (Assemblyman  in  1881-2);  Horace 
C.  Taylor,  Portland ;  Nathan  J.  Horton, 

Ripley ;  Tyler  H.  Searl,  Villenova.  Sher- 
man Williams  and  Temple  A.  Parker 

of  Frewsburg  represented  the  county 

in  the  Assembly.  Warren  B.  Hooker 

of  Fredonia  was  elected  Special  Surro- 
gate, serving  until  1881.  He  served  as 

Representative  in  Congress  from  1890 
to  1899  and  was  then  appointed  as  a 

Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
elected  to  that  office  in  1899  for  a  term 

of  fourteen  years.  Frank  E.  Sessions 
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of  Jamestown  was  appointed  Special 
County  Judge  in  March,  1880,  and  was 
elected  in  November,  holding  the  office 

up  to  1883  when  Marvin  Smith  of 

Jamestown  was  chosen  to  succeed  him. 
In  1879  the  officers  of  the  Board  were 

as  follows :  Loren  B.  Sessions,  Chair- 
man ;  O.  D.  Hinckley  and  J.  B.  Davis, 

Deputy  Clerks ;  E.  H.  Jenner,  Clerk ; 
T.  Z.  Root,  Wm.  M.  Creal,  and  C.  F. 

White,  Reporters ;  Henry  .E.  Belden 

Janitor  and  Page.  The  changes  in  the 

JAMES  PRENDERGAST. 

Board  were :  Ezra  Scott,  Arkwright ; 

Barber  Babcock,  Busti ;  Lucius  M.  Rob- 

ertson, Carroll ;  Lawyer  S.  Terry,  Cly- 
mer ;  Nehemiah  Royce,  French  Creek  ; 

John  F.  Phelps,  Gerry  ;  John  G.  Record, 
Hanover;  Joel  Scudder,  Kiantone ;  J. 

A.  H.  Skinner,  Portland ;  Lyman  Ben- 
nett, Ripley  ;  Asahel  C.  Brace,  Sheridan  ; 

Albert  B.  Sheldon  (Assemblyman  in 

1881-2),  Sherman  ;  Mauley  M.,  Sessions, 
Villenova.  Charles  P.  IngersoU  of  West- 
field  and  James  Prendergast  of  James- 

town served  in  the  Assembly. 
In  1880  the  officers  of  the  Board 

were :  Chairman,  Loren  B.  Sessions ; 

Clerk,  Ehas  H.  Jenner ;  Journal  Clerk 
and   Reporter,   T.    Z.    Root ;  Deputy 

Clerks,  O.  D.  Hinckley  and  J.  B.  Davis; 

Reporter,  Geo.  R.  Dean,  Janitor  and 

Page,  Henry  E.  Barden.  The  changes 
were  :  Geo.  G.  Davis,  Carroll ;  Chas.  F. 

Chapman,  Charlotte ;  Ezra  J.  Scofield, 
Chautauqua;  I.  James  Richardson, 

Cherry  Creek ;  Robert  N.  Marvin,  El- 
licott ;  Henry  R.  Case,  French  Creek ; 

Chas.  A.  Tracy,  Gerrv ;  Seth  M.  Thomp- 
kins,  Hanover ;  GeOrge  S.  Josselyn, 
Pomfret ;  Herman  J.  Dean,  Portland ; 
Geo.  W.  Eacker,  Sheridan ;  Chas  W. 

Chapman,  Stockton ;  Tyler  H.  Searl, 
Villenova ;  Ed.  A.  Skinner,  Westfield. 
Mr.  Ineersoll  continued  in  the  Assembly 
and  was  associated  with  Smith  Clark  of 

Chautauqua.  Chester  B.  Bradley  of 
Dunkirk  was  elected  District  Attorney 
and  served  up  to  1883. 

In  1881  the  officers  were  :  Chairman, 

Loren  B.  Sessions  ;  Chairman  pro  tem., 

J.  H.  Monroe;  Clerk,  E.  H.  Jenner; 

Deputy  Clerks,  O.  D.  Flinckley  and  J. 
B.  Davis  ;  Journal  Clerk  and  Reporter, 
T.  Z.  Root ;  Janitor  and  Page  Matthew 
Howard.  The  changes  were  :  Richmond 

Putnam,  Arkwright;  Jacob  B.  Foster, 
Busti ;  Silas  W.  Parker,  Carroll ;  Samuel 

A.  Ferrin,  Cherry  Creek  ;  Chas.  W. 
Creal,  Kiantone ;  John  S.  Lambert, 
Pomfret  (County  Judge  in  1882,  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  1889) ;  John  A. 

Tennant,  Ripley  ;  Eugene  A.  Dye,  Vil- 
lenova. Albert  B.  Sheldon  of  Sherman 

and  Milton  M.  Fenner  of  Fredonia 

represented  the  county  in  the  Assem- 
bly. WilUam  Russell  of  Chautauqua  was 

elected  Special  Surrogate,  serving  up  to 1884. 

In  1882  the  officers  were  as  follows: 

Chairman,  Loren  B.  Sessions;  Chair- 
man pro  tem.^  J.  H.  Monroe ;  Clerk, 

Elias  H.  Jenner;  Deputy  Clerks,  O.  D. 
Hinckley  and  J.  B.  Davis  ;  Journal  Clerk 
and  Reporter,  T.  Z.  Root ;  Janitor  and 
Page,  Matthew  Howard.  The  changes 
were :  Austin  H.  Stafford,  Ellington 

(County  Clerk  in  1885)  5  Jason  B. 

Knapp,  Hanover ;  C.  E.  Woodworth, 
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Kiantone ;  Asahel  C.  Brace,  Sheridan; 

Charles  H.  Corbett,  Sherman  (Assemb- 
lyman in  1883) ;  Jay  A.  Flagg,  Stockton  ; 

Horace  Sanderson,  Villenova :  There 

was  no  change  in  the  Assembly  repre- 
sentation. Daniel  Sherman  of  Forest- 

ville  was  elected  Snrrogate  and  contin- 
ued to  serve  np  to  the  time  that  Egbnrt 

E.  Woodbury  of  Jamestown  was  elect- 
ed in  1894.  John  S.  Lambert  of  Fre- 

donia  was  elected  County  Judge  and  was 

re-elected  in  1888.  In  1889  he  was  elec- 
ted to  the  Suprehe  Court  for  a  term  of 

fourteen  years  and  continues  to  hold 
that  position.  Timothy  D.  Baldwin  of 

FREDERICK  \V.  HYDE, 

Mayville  was  elected  County  Clerk  and 
served  up  to  1885. 

In  1883  the  officers  of  the  Board 

were:  Chairman,  Loren  B.  Sessions; 

Chairman  pro  tem.,  Charles  A.  Tracy; 
Clerk,  O.  D.  Hinckley;  Deputy  Clerk, 

J.  B.  Davis  ;  Journal  Clerk  and  Report- 

er, F.  W.  Hyde  ;  Matthew  Howard,  Jan- 
itor, and  Fireman,  Edmund  Dearing. 

The  changes  in  members  of  the  Board 

were  as  follows  :  Eaton  Burnham,  Ark- 

wright;  Fred  A.  Bentley,  B)usti ;  Henry 

Sylvester,  Charlotte  ;  John  A.  Slotboom, 

Clymer ;  Orson  Allis,  French  Creek ; 

George  C.  Frissell,  Kiantone  ;  John  E. 

Ottaway,  Mina ;  Amos  Bill,  Poland; 

Benjamin  F.  Skinner,  Pomfret,  (Dis- 

trict Attorney  in  1868) ;  Fred  B.  Brock- 

way,  Ripley;  George  W.  Cranston, 

Sheridan;  Hamilton  B.  Barker,  Mlle- 

nova ;  Edwin  H.  Dickerman,  Westfield. 
Charles  H.  Corbett  of  Sherman  and  Os- 

car F.  Price  of  Jamestown  re])resente(l 
the  county  in  the  Assembly.  Arthur 
B.  ( )ttaway  of  Westfield  was  elected 
District  Attorney. 

In  1884  the  officers  were:  Chairman, 
Loren  B.  Sessions  ;  Chairman  pro  tem., 

Charles  A.  Tracy;  Clerk,  O.  D.  Hinck- 
ley; Deputy  Clerk,  J.  B.  Davis;  Journal 

Clerk  and  Reporter,  W.  D.  McKinstry; 

Janitor,  F.  G.  Cadvvell ;  Mreman,  Ed- 
mund Dearing.  The  changes  in  the 

Board  were:  John  C.  Griswold,  .Vrk- 
wright ;  Eldred  Lott,  Chautauqua, 

(SherifT  in  1879);  David  Russell,  Dun- 
kirk ;  William  C.  Benedict,  Ellery  ;  Dan- 
iel Griswold,  Ellicott ;  Theodore  A. 

Case,  Ellington ;  Edward  Jaquins, 
French  Creek;  Dana  P.  Horton,  Mina ; 
Ira  C.  Nichols,  Poland ;  William  L. 

Stanton,  Ripley ;  Harvey  M.  Bailey, 
Sheridan ;  Enoch  Sperry,  Sherman ; 
Darius  G.  Pickett,  Stockton.  Dana  P. 
Horton  of  Mina  and  Mr.  Price  of 

Jamestown  served  in  the  Assembly. 
Lester  F.  Stearns  of  Dunkirk,  afterward 

District  Attorney  and  Meml^er  of  the 
State  Tax  Commission,  was  elected 

Special  Surrogate. 

In  1885  the  ofificers  were:  Chair- 
man, Loren  I).  Sessions;  Chairman  pro 

tem.,  Charles  A.  Tracy  ;  Clerk,  O.  D. 

Hinckley;  Deputy  Clerk,  J.  B.  Davis; 
Journal  Clerk  and  Reporter,  F.  W. 

Hyde  ;  Janitor,  F.  (  i.  Cadwell ;  Fireman, 
Edmund  Dearing.  The  changes  were  : 
Ezra  Scott,  Arkwright ;  J.  Franklin 

Hunt,  Chautauqua;  William  Bookstav- 
er,  Dunkirk;  John  E.  Ottaway,  Mina; 

Xewel  Cheney,  Poland,  (Assemblyman 

in  t886);  EHsha  H.  Fay,  Portland;  Wil- 
liam R.  Miner,  Sheridan ;  Benjamin  J. 

Coffin,  Sherman  ;  Phin  M.  Miller,  Stock- 
ton. ]\[r.  Horton  was  again  in  service 

in  the  Assembly,  accompanied  by  Julien 
T.  Williams  of  Dunkirk.  Clarence  H. 
Lake  of  Fredonia  was  elected  Sheriff; 
Austin  H.  Stafford  of  Ellington,  County 
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Clerk;  S.  LeRoy  Hurlburt  of  Hanover, 

Superintendent  of  the  Poor. 
In  1886  the  officers  were:  Chairman, 

Loren  B.  Sessions;  Chairman  pro  tern., 

Charles  A.  Tracy ;  Clerk,  O.  D.  Hinck- 
ley ;  Deputy  Clerk,  J.  B.  Davis ;  Journal 

Clerk  and  Reporter,  F.  W.  Hyde  ;  Jani- 
tor, F.  G.  Cadwell ;  Fireman,  Edmund 

Dearing.  The  changes  were :  Cassius 
M.  Griswold,  Arkwriglit ;  Warren  A. 
Frank,  Busti ;  Oscar  Hale,  Ellery  ;  G.  A. 

Bentley,  2nd,  Ellicott ;  Henry  R.  Case, 
French  Creek ;  Albert  H.  Stebbins, 

Hanover  ;  Daniel  Griswold,  Jamestown  ; 

HARVEY  ELKINS. 

Jerome  B.  Fisher,  Jamestown  ;  Samuel 
Kidder,  Kiantone ;  Dana  P.  Horton, 
Mina ;  Ira  C.  Nichols,  Poland ;  Arthur 

R.  Moore,  Pomfret ;  Newton  Crissey, 

Stockton ;  S.  Frederick  Nixon,  West- 
field.  Jerome  Babcock  of  Busti  and 

Newel  Cheney  of  Poland  served  in  the 
State  Assembly.  Lester  F.  Stearns  of 
Dunkirk  was  elected  District  Attorney ; 
George  R.  Butts  of  Jamestown  Special 

County  Judge  ;  H.  C.  Taylor  of  Broc- 
ton,  Superintendent  of  the  Poor. 

In  1887  the  officers  of  the  Board  were 

as  follows:  Chairman,  Loren  .B.  Ses- 
sions ;  Chairman  pro  tem.,  Charles  A. 

Tracy ;  Clerk,  O.  D.  Hinckley ;  Deputy 

Clerk,  J.  B.  Davis ;  Journal  Clerk  and 
Reporter,  F.  W.  Hyde ;  Janitor,  F.  G. 
Cadwell ;  Fireman,  Edmund  Dearing. 

The  changes  were  Edwin  F.  Lake,  Char- 
lotte ;  Julien  T.  Williams,  Dunkirk, 

(Member  of  Assembly  in  1864-85) ;  John 

Woodward,  Jamestown  ;  Henry  B.  Lam- 
mers,  Jamestown ;  Samuel  Barringer, 
Mina;  Otis  M.  Hall,  Pomfret ;  Theodore 
C.  Moss,  Portland;  WilHam  E.  Judd, 
Villenova.  Dana  P.  Horton  of  Mina 

and  George  H.  Frost  of  Cherry  Creek 

represented  the  county  in  the  Assem- 
bly. Sidney  M.  Hosier  of  Westfield 

was  elected  County  Treasurer  and  Har- 
vey S.  Elkins  of  Poland  Superintendent 

of  the  Poor. 

In  1888  the  officers  of  the  Board  were 

as  follows  :  Chairman,  Loren  B.  Ses- 
sions;  Chairman  pro  tem.,  C.  A.  Tracy; 

Clerk,  O.  D.  Hinckley ;  Assistant  Clerk, 

J.  B.  Davis ;  Journal  Clerk  and  Report- 
er, Frederick  W.  Hyde ;  Janitor,  F.  G. 

Cadwell ;  Fireman,  Edmund  Dearing. 
The  changes  were  :  Richmond  Putnam, 

Arkwright ;  Jerome  Babcock,  Busti ; 
Marcus  T.  Howard,  Carroll;  Herman 

Sixbey,  Chautauqua;  Samuel  Weaver, 

Ellery ;  John  J.  Aldrich,  Jamestown ; 
Azariah  Hall,  Kiantone ;  William  A. 

Knowlton,  Mina;  Frank  M.  Waite,  Vil- 
lenova. S.  Frederick  Nixon  of  West- 

field  and  George  H.  Frost  of  Cherry 
Creek  served  in  the  Assembly.  John 

S.  Lambert  of  Fredonia  was  re-elected 

County  Judge ;  Edgar  P.  Putnam  of 
Jamestown,  County  Clerk ;  Henry  R. 
Case  of  French  Creek,  Sheriff;  Daniel 
Sherman  of  Forestville,  Surrogate ;  S. 

LeRoy  Hurlburt,  Superintendent  of  the 
Poor. 

In  1889  the  officers  of  the  Board  were 
Chairman,  Loren  B.  Sesions ;  Chanmian 

pro  tem.,  J.  T.  WilHams  ;  Clerk,  O.  D. 
Hinckley ;  Deputy  Clerk,  J.  B.  Davis ; 
Journal  Clerk  and  Reporter,  F.  W. 

Hyde;  Janitor,  Richard  O'Brien;  Fire- 
man, Edmund  Dearing.    The  changes 
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in  the  Board  were  Charles  C.  Cole, 

Arkwright;  R.  Corydon  Seaver,  Char- 
lotte ;  William  F.  Stetson,  Cherry  Creek  ; 

Benjamin  A.  Pickard,  Ellery ;  Alonzo 
Halliday,  Ellicott ;  Ernest  F.  Rowley, 
Ellington ;  James  Rhoades,  French 
Creek ;  Henry  Starr,  Gerry ;  Newel 
Cheney,  Poland;  Warren  B.  Hooker, 
Pomfret ;.  Brewer  D.  Phillips,  Portland ; 

Fred  B.  Brockway,  Ripley.  S.  Frederick 

Nixon  and  George  E.  Towne  of  Han- 
over served  in  the  Assembly.  George 

R.  Butts  was  re-elected  Special  County 
Judge  and  Lester  F.  Stearns  was  again 
chosen  District  Attorney ;  Lawyer  S. 

Terry  of  Clymer  was  elected  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Poor. 

In  1890  the  officers  of  the  Board  were  : 
Chairman,  J.  J.  Aldrich ;  Chairman  pro 
tem.,  Ira  C.  Nichols;  Clerk,  O.  D. 

Hinckley;  Deputy  Clerk,  J.  B.  Davis; 
Journal  Clerk  and  Reporter,  F.  W. 

Hyde  ;  Janitor,  Richard  O'Brien  ;  Fire- 
man, Edmund  Dearing.  The  changes 

were:  WilHam  Northrup,  Jr.,  Busti ; 

John  A.  Love,  Charlotte ;  George  W. 

Hewes,  Chautauqua ;  William  J.  Phil- 

lips, Cherry  Creek;  J.  D.  Gallup,  Cly- 
mer; George  I.  Hapgood,  French 

Creek ;  Jared  Hewes,  Harmony ;  Sam- 
uel Kidder,  Kiantone ;  Ira  C.  Nichols, 

Poland ;  Lyman  Bennett,  Ripley ;  Lu- 
cien  C.  Warren,  Stockton ;  Hamilton  B. 
Parker,  Villenova.  There  was  no 

change  in  the  legislative  representation. 
Almon  A.  Van  Dusen  of  Mayville  was 

elected  County  Judge,  having  been 

previously  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 

caused  by  the  election  of  John  S.  Lam- 
bert to  the  Supreme  Court.  The  other 

county  officers  were  Marion  W.  Sco- 
field,  Chautauqua,  County  Treasurer; 
Marcus  T.  Howard,  Superintendent  of 

the  Poor  and  Charles  AI.  Reed  of  Sin- 
clairville  Special  Surrogate. 

In  1891  the  officers  of  the  Board 

were:  Chairman,  J.  J.  Aldrich;  Chair- 

man pro  tem.,  A.  H.  Stel^l^ns :  Clerk, 

O.  D.  Hinckley;  Deputy  Clerk,  J.  B. 

Davis ;  Journal  Clerk  and  Reporter,  F. 

W.  Hyde;  Janitor,  Richard  O'Brien; 
Fireman,  Edmund  Dearing.  The 

changes  in  the  Board  were :  John  \ 'en- 
man,  Carroll ;  Samuel  A.  Ferrin,  Cherry 
Creek;  W.  J.  Cronyn,  Dunkirk;  S. 

Dwight  Thum,  Ellery;  Sardius  h>is- 
bee,  Ellington;  Allen  A.  Gould,  Kian- 

tone ;  Dana  P.  Horton,  Mina ;  L.  F. 

Weeden,  Poland;  D.  G.  Pickett,  Pom- 

fret  ;  Augustus  Blood,  Portland ;  Ed- 
gar J.  Griswold,  Sheridan ;  Charles  D. 

Payne,  Stockton.  W.  C.  Gifford  of 
Busti  and  Egburt  E.  Woodbury  of 
Jamestown  served  in  the  Assembly. 

Charles  J.  Jenner  of  Jamestown  was 
elected  Sheriff  and  Victor  A.  Albro  of 

Mayville  was  elected  County  Clerk. 
In  1892  the  officers  were:  Chairman 

S.  F.  Nixon;  Chairman  pro  tem.,  Ira 

C.  Nichols ;  Clerk,  O.  D.  Hinckley ;  As- 
sistant Clerk,  L.  McKinstry ;  Journal 

Clerk  and  Reporter,  F.  W.  Hyde  ;  Jani- 
tor, Charles  Pallister ;  Fireman,  Ed- 

mund Dearing.  The  changes  in  the 

Board  were :  Marvin  Cardot,  Ark- 
wright ;  Samuel  D.  GifTord,  Dunkirk ; 

Cornelius  Stumm,  Dunkirk ;  Henry  R. 

Jones,  French  Creek;  John  McAdam, 
Hanover;  F.  R.  Peterson,  Jamestown; 
Alfred  M.  Douglass,  Mina ;  Ira  C. 

Nichols,  Poland ;  John  R.  Adams,  Pom- 
fret  ;  Brewer  D.  Phillips,  Portland ;  Fred 
N.  Randall,  Ripley;  Edgar  O.  Buss, 

Sherman ;  C.  Frank  Chapman,  Stock- 
ton ;  Austin  P.  Jay,  Villenova.  The  leg- 

islative representation  remained  as  be- 
fore. John  Woodward  of  Jamestown 

was  elected  District  Attorney  and  Ver- 
non E.  Peckham  of  Jamestown  was 

elected  to  the  office  of  Special  County 

Judge.  In  1895  Mr.  Woodward  was  ap- 
pointed a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court ; 

was  elected  for  a  full  tcrni  in  1896  and 

in  January,  1898,  he  was  appointed  for 
five  years  to  the  Appellate  Division  of 

the  Supreme  Court  in  the  Second  De- 
i:)artment. 

In   1893  the   officers  of  the  Board 
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were:  Chairman,  S.  F.  Nixon;  Chair- 
man pro  tem.,  Alonzo  Hallaclay  ;  Clerk, 

O.  D.  Hinckley  ;  Deputy  Clerk,  L.  Mc- 
Kinstry ;  Journal  Clerk  and  Reporter, 

F.  W.  Hvde ;  Janitor,  Henry  A.  Cad- 

well  ;  Fireman,  Edmund  Dearino-.  The 
changes  in  the  Board  were  Richard 

A.  Hall,  Cherry  Creek;  Ralph  Day, 
Dunkirk;  Alhert  H.  Stebhins,  Hanover; 

James  A.  Clary,  Jamestown  ;  Willis  D. 
Leet,  Pomfret ;  O.  L.  Porter,  Portland  ; 
M.  L.  Edmunds,  Sherman.  In  this  year 

Chautauqua  County  was  reduced  to  a 

single  representative  and  Mr.  Wood- 
bury was  chosen  for  a  third  term. 

Charles  M.  Reed  of  Sinclairville  was 

elected  Special  Surrogate ;  Marion  W. 
Scofield  of  Chautauqua  was  chosen 
County  Treasurer ;  Marcus  T.  Howard 
Superintendent  of  the  Poor;  P)enjamin 

S.  Dean  of  Jamestown  and  Louis  Mc- 
Kinstry  of  Fredonia,  delegates  to  the 
Constitutional  Convention. 

In  1894  the  officers  were  :  Chairman, 
S.  F.  Nixon  ;  Chairman  pro  tem.,  Dana 

P.  Horton  ;  Clerk,  O.  D.  Hinckley  ;  Dep- 
uty Clerk,  L.  McKinstry  ;  Journal  Clerk, 

F.  Hyde  ;  Janitor,  John  H.  Johnson  ; 
Fireman,  Edmund  Dearing.  The 

changes  were  :  Charles  E.  Dodge,  Car- 
roll ;  John  H.  Dickie,  Charlotte  ;  Thom- 

•  as  Hutson,  Chautauqua  ;  Samuel  J.  Gif- 
ford,  Dunkirk;  John  C.  Platte,  Dun- 

kirk; Henry  R.  Case,  French  Creek; 

Asa  E.  Dye,  Hanover;  Dana  P.  Hor- 
ton, Mina ;  Ernest  R.  Rowley,  Poland; 

Charles  O.  Furman,  Portland  ;  Charles 

P).  Brockwav,  Riplev ;  Albert  H.  Libby, 
Villenova.  Mr.  Nixon  returned  to  the 

Assembly  this  year  and  has  continued 
in  office  up  to  the  present  time,  having 
been  Speaker  of  the  Assembly  for  the 
past  four  years.  Egburt  E.  Woodbury 
of  Jamestown  was  elected  Surrogate ; 
Mctor  A.  Albro  of  ̂ Mayville,  County 

Clerk  and  John  Gelm  of  Jamestown 
Sheriff. 

In   1895   the   officers   of  the  Board 

were  as  follows:    Chairman,  S.  F.  Nix- 

on; Chairman  pro  tem.,  Dana  P.  Hor- 
ton; Clerk,  ().  D.  IlincklcN  ;  Assistant 

Clerk,  L.  McKinstry;  journal  CMerk 
and  Reporter,  F.  W.  Hyde;  janitor, 

John  H.  Johnson;  Page,  iMlnnuid  Dear- 

ing. The  onl}'  change  in  nKMnl)c'rsliip 
was  Clarence  H.  Lake,  jamestown. 

Chautauqua  continued  in  ba\'e  1)ut  one 

representative,  Mr.  X'ixon.  I'ranl<  S. 
Wheeler  of  Jamestown  was  elected 

Special  County  judge  and  I^leazer 

Green  of  Jamestown  was  elected  Dis- 
trict Attorney. 

In  1898  the  officers  of  the  I'oard 
were  :  Chairman,  S.  F.  Nixon  ;  Chair- 

man pro  tem.,  D.  P.  Horton  ;  Clerk, 
().  D.  Hinckley;  Assistant  Clerk,  L. 
McKinstry  ;  Journal  Clerk,  F.  W.  Hyde  ; 

Janitor,  J.  H.  Johnson;  Fireman,  Ed- 
mund Dearing.  The  changes  were : 

Frank  W.  Horton,  Arkwright ;  k^dwin 

F.  Lake,  Charlotte  ;  Charles  L.  Wheel- 
er, Cherry  Creek;  James  C.  Russell. 

Dunkirk;  Henry  K.  Williams,  Dunkirk; 
Theodore  A.  Case,  Ellington  ;  John  A. 

Almy,  Gerry  ;  J.  S.  Fowler,  Harmony  ; 

John  H.  Anderson,  Poland  ;  I.  A.  Mc- 

Ginnies,  Ripley;  Blair  \'.  Simons.  A'ille- 
nova.  In  this  year  Chautau(|ua  Count\ 
was  again  given  two  Representatives, 
Jerome  Babcock  of  Jamestown  and  ̂ Ir. 
Nixon  of  Westfield  serving.  Jerome 

B.  Fisher  of  Jamestown  was  elected 

County  Judge  ;  Leslie  A.  Pease  of  Dun- 
kirk, Special  Surrogate;  Thomas  Hut- 

son  of  Mayville,  Count\-  1^-easurer; 
Alonzo  Halladav,  Superintendent  of  the 
Poor. 

In  1897  the  officers  were  Chairman, 
S.  F.  Nixon  ;  Chairman  ])ro  tem..  D.  P. 

Horton;  Clerk,  ().  D.  Hincklev,  Assist- 

ant Clerk,  L.  McKinstr\-  :  journal  Clerk, 
F.  W.  Hyde;  Janitor,  j.  H.  Johnson; 
Fireman,  Edmund  Dearing.  The 

changes  were  \\'illis  H.  Tennant,  Chau- 
tauqua ;  Lorenzo  P.  McCray,  Clymer ; 

Frank  G.  Gould,  Dunkirk ;  W^illis  G. 
Price.  Ellicott ;  James  A.  Clary,  James- 

town ;  William  J.  Maddox,  Jamestown. 
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There  was  no  change  in  the  legislative 

representation  from  the  Second  District 
and  Frederick  R.  Peterson  was  chosen 

for  the  first  district,  Edgar  J.  Gris- 
wold  of  Sheridan  was  elected  Sheriff 

and  James  D.  Gallup  of  Clymer,  County 
Clerk. 

In  1898  the  officers  were  :  Chairman, 
S.  F.  Nixon;  Chairman  pro  tem.,  T.  A. 

Case  ;  Clerk,  O.  D.  Hinckley ;  Assistant 

Clerk,  L.  McKinstry  ;  Journal  Clerk,  F. 

W.  Hyde ;  Janitor,  J.  H.  Johnson  ;  Fire- 
man, Edmund  Bearing.  The  changes 

were  :  Andrew  J.  Bennett,  Busti ;  John 

Venman,  Carroll;  John  K.  Patterson, 

Jr.,  Dunkirk;  Henry  Mayo,  Dunkirk; 
Frank  F.  Pickard,  Ellery  ;  M.  B.  Pratt, 

Ellicott ;  A.  B.  Carter,  Kiantone  ;  John 

A.  Hill,  Mina;  Theodore  C.  Moss, 

Portland;  George  E.  McLaury,  Sheri- 
dan ;  Frank  E.  Miller,  Sherman ;  M.  C. 

Donovan,  Stockton;  Andrew  N.  War- 
ner, Villenova.  We  were  once  more 

represented  by  Messrs.  Peterson  and 

Nixon  in  the  Assembly  session  of  1898. 

Eleazer  Green  of  Jamestown  was  re- 

elected District  Attorney,  as  was  Frank 

S.  Wheeler  to  the  office  of  Special  Coun- 

ty Judge. 

In  1899  the  officers  were  :  Chairman, 

S.  F.  Nixon  ;  Chairman  pro  tem.,  J.  A. 

Clary ;  Clerk,  O.  D.  Hinckley ;  Assistant 

Clerk,  L.  McKinstry;  Journal  Clerk,  F. 

W.  Hyde  ;  Janitor,  J.  H.  Johnson  ;  Page, 

Joseph  Dornbargar.  The  only  change 

was  Archibald  D.  Falconer,  Jamestown. 

J.   Samuel   Fowler   of   Harmony  was 

called  to  serve  the  people  of  the  First 
District  in  the  legislative  session  of  this 

year  and  Mr.  Nixon  for  the  Second. 
Emmons  J.  Swift  of  Forestville  was 
elected  County  Treasurer ;  Marcus  T. 
Howard  of  Frewsburg,  Superintendent 
of  the  Poor,  and  Leslie  A.  Pease  of 

Dunkirk,  Special  Surrogate. 
In  1900  the  officers  of  the  Board 

were  :  Chairman,  S.  F.  Nixon  ;  Chair- 
man pro  tem.,  J.  A.  Clary;  Clerk,  O.  D. 

Hinckley  ;  Deputy  Clerk,  L.  McKinstry  ; 
Journal  Clerk,  F.  W.  Hyde ;  Janitor,  J. 

H.  Johnson  ;  Page,  Matthew  J.  Howard. 
The  changes  were :  Marvin  Cardot, 

Arkwright ;  R.  Corydon  Seaver,  Char- 
lotte ;  August  Anderson,  Chautauqua ; 

Thomas  J.  Cummings,  Dunkirk ;  Frank 
L.  Smith,  Hanover ;  James  Hawkins, 

Harmony;  G.  M.  Tremaine,  Jr.,  Pom- 
fret;  C.  F.  Crandall,  Portland;  W.  H. 

Whitney,  Sherman ;  L.  C.  Warren, 

Stockton  ;  Albert  H.  Libby,  Ville- 

nova. There  was  no  change  of  Assem- 

blymen this  year.  Egburt  E.  Wood- 

bury of  Jamestown  was  re-elected  Sur- 
rogate ;  James  D.  Gallup  of  Clymer  was 

again  chosen  County  Clerk  and  Henry 
H.  Cooper  of  Jamestown  was  elected 
Sheriff. 

Messrs.  Fowler  and  Nixon  continued 

to  serve  in  this  and  the  succeeding 

year.  Eleazer  Green  of  Jamestown  was 
again  elected  District  Attorney  and 
Frank  S.  Wheeler  Special  County  Judge, 

and  thus  begins  the  second  century  of 

Chautauqua  County's  civil  and  political history. 





POLITICAL  EQUALITY  MOVEMENT. 

By  ELNORA  MONROE  BABCOCK. 

ELNORA   M.  BABCOCK 

It  is  highly  gratifying  that 
the  compilers  of  the  History 
of  Chautauqua  County  should 

recognize  the  part  taken  by 
the  women  in  the  affairs  of 

the  countv  as  worthy  a  place 

in  its  political  history. 

Chautauqua  County  is  not- 
ed for  its  broad  and  liberal 

men  and  women  and  as  a 

natural  result  it  has  been  the  cradle 

of  many  progressive  movements.  Not 

only  is  it  the  birthplace  of  the  Grange, 

the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance 

Union  and  the  great  Chautauqua  As- 

sembly, but  it  bears  the  proud  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  first  county  in  the 

state  to  organize  a  County  Political 

Equality  Club,  with  the  various  local 
clubs  in  the  county  auxiliary  to  it. 

While  individual  women  throughout 

the  county  were  believers  in  the  princi- 
ple of  Political  Equality,  special  interest 

in  the  movement  was  not  awakened  un- 
til Mrs.  Lillie  Devereaux  Blake,  Presi- 

dent of  the  New  York  State  Woman 

Suffrage  Association,  gave  an  address 
in  the  Opera  House,  Jamestown,  on 

July  24th,  1885.  She  urged  organiza- 
tion at  that  time  of  a  local  club  but  it 

was  not  until  November,  1887,  when 

Mary  Seymour  Howell  addressed  an 

assemblage  at  Institute  Hall,  James- 
town, that  the  women  decided  to  organ- 
ize. The  following  day  Mrs.  Howell 

met  the  women  interested  at  the  home 
of  Mrs.  Daniel  Griswold  and  there 

helped  to  organize  the  first  Political 

Equality  Club  in  the  county  with  thir- 
teen members.  Mrs.  D.  H.  Grandin 

was  made  President ;  Mrs.  N.  R.  Thomp- 

son, Secretarv ;  Mrs.  C.  W.  Scofield, 

Treasurer.  The  membership  rapidly  in- 
creased and  the  large  club  soon  aroused 

the  interest  of  women  in  neighboring 

towns  and  villages,  and  the  following 
year  clubs  were  organized  in  Kennedy, 

Kiantone,  Frewsburg,  Lily  Dale,  Elling- 
ton, Sinclairville  and  South  Stockton. 

It  was  through  the  efforts  of  the  James- 
town Club  that  these  clubs  were  or- 

ganized.   They  were  soon  followed  by 

MRS.  D,  H.  GRANDIN. 
President  of  the  First  Political  Equality  Club. 

nearly  every  town  in  the  county. 
So  great  was  the  interest  manifested 

throughout  the  county  that  the  follow- 
ing call  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 

Western  New  York  Political  Equality 
Club  was  sent  out  by  the  Jamestown 
Club : 

"Notice  is  hereby  given  that  pursuant 
to  resolution  and  approval  of  the  James- 

town Political  Equality  Club,  there  will 
be  a  convention  of  citizens,  both  men 

and  women,  who  are  favorable  to  impar- 

tial suffrage,  in  Allen's  Opera  House, 
in  the  City  of  Jamestown,  New  York, 
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on  the  31st  day  of  October,  1888,  at  2 

o'clock  P.  M.,  and  also  at  half-past 
7  P.  M.  The  purposes  of  this  conven- 

tion are  to  consider  the  political  status 

of  our  women  citizens ;  to  or^-anize  a 
Western  New  York  Political  Equality 
Club,  and  for  the  transaction  of  such 

other  business  as  may  pro])erlv  come 
before  such  a  meeting. 

Delegates  and  other  persons  interest- 
ed from  all  the  towns  and  cities  of  West- 
ern New  York  or  elsewhere  are  invited ; 

and  such  convention  will  be  open  for 

discussion  and  consideration  of  all  ques- 
tions pertinent  to  the  proposed  enfran- 

chisement of  women^and  their  rights 
and  privileges.  Eminent  speakers  will 
be  in  attendance. 

Entertainment  furnished  free. 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Grandin,  President. 

Mrs.  N.  R.  Thompson,  Secretary. 
Jamestown,  New  York,  October  13th, 

1888." In  response  to  this  call  delegates  were 

present  from  Jamestown,  Carroll,  Char- 
lotte, Cherry  Creek,  Ellery,  Gerry,  Har- 

mony, Kiantone,  Kennedy,  Alayville, 

Stockton,  Sinclairville,  Randolph,  Po- 
mona Grange  and  Ross  Grange. 

Before  the  meeting  it  was  decided  by 

those  having  it  in  charge  to  organize  a 
County  Club  instead  of  a  Western  Ne\y 
York  Club,  leaving  Cattaraugus  people 
to  organize  by  county  also. 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Grandin,  President  of  the 

Jamestown  Club,  called  the  meeting  to 
order.  C.  R.  Lockwood  of  Jamestown 
offered  the  following  resolution  which 
was  adopted : 

"Resolved,  That  believing  in  organi- 
zation and  unity  there  is  strength,  we 

hereby  form  a  society,  to  be  called  the 
Political  Equality  Club  of  Chautauqua 

County,  the  purpose  of  which  shall  be, 

first,  To  elevate  woman  to  an  equalit}' 
with  man  in  municipal,  state  and  nation- 

al rights  and  privileges.  Second,  To 
seek  information  in  political  economy  ; 

and,  so  far  as  consistent  with  this  or- 

ganization, to  aid  in  the  dissemination 

of  like  knowledge." 
Mrs.  Martha  R.  Almy  of  Mayville 

was  made  Chairman  of  the  meeting.  A 

Constitution  and  By-laws  were  adopted 
and  a  county  organization  formed  with 

Mrs.  Martha  T.  Henderson  of  James- 
town, President ;  Mr.'i.  Anna  C.  Shaw, 

Kennedy,  Corresponding  Secretary  ; 

Mrs.  I\ate  Thompson,  Jamestown,  Re- 
cording Secretary,  Airs.  Lois  M.  Lott, 

Mayville,  Treasurer. 

The  organization  was  greatly  assisted 
by  C.  R.  Lockwoofl  of  Jamestown, 

who  generously  donated  the  use  of  the 

MRS.  N,  R  THOMPSON 
Secretary  of  the  First  Political  Eciualit\-  Club. 

Opera  House  for  the  convention  and 

opened  the  evening  meeting  with  a  ])ro- 
found  legal  argument  in  favor  of  woman 

suffrage.  Rev.  W.  D.  Henry  of  James- 
town was  also  an  enthusiastic  and  en- 

ergetic supporter  and  al)l\-  assisted  in 
the  organization.  Mary  ScN  inour  How- 

ell gave  the  address  of  the  evening. 

A  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  in 
Sinclairville,  February  20th,  1889,  when 

the  organization  was  perfected  and  fut- 
ure action  discussed. 

It  was  arranged  that  Airs.  Lillie  Dev- 
ereaux  Blake  should  si^end  three  weeks 

in  the  county,  visiting  every  town  and 

organizing  a  club  wherever  possible. 
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Illness  prevented  her  visiting  but  few  of 
the  towns.  Kate  O.  Peate,  however, 

was  secured  to  fill  the  engagements 

which  she  did  in  a  most  acceptable  man- 
ner. 

On  June  30th,  1889,  a  convention  and 

picnic  was  held  in  the  church  at  Bemus 
Point ;  addresses  were  made  by  C.  R. 
Lockwood,  Rev.  Henry  Frank  and  Miss 
Kate  O.  Peate. 

On  the  4th  of  July  Mrs.  Marion  T. 

C.  K.  ILOCKWOOD. 

Skidmore  arranged  for  a  celebration  at 
Lily  Dale  and  invited  all  the  clubs  in 

the  county  to  be  present.  A  fine  pro- 
gram was  carried  out,  consisting  of 

music,  the  reading  of  the  Declaration  of 

Independence  by  Josh  Ramsdell  and 
addresses  by  Rev.  Henry  Frank  of 
Jamestown,  Mrs.  R.  S.  Lily,  Miss  Kate 
O.  Peate  and  Mrs.  Hannah  B.  Stearns. 

The  first  annual  convention  was  held 

in  Temperance  Hall,  Fredonia,  in  the 
afternoon  and  Normal  Chapel  in  the 

evening,  October  31st,  1889,  twenty- 
seven  delegates  being  present  from 

Mayville,  Sinclairville,  Dewittville,  Cas- 
sadaga,  Jamestown,  Carroll,  Kennedy, 
Kiantone,  Lily  Dale,  South  Stockton, 

Ellington,  Frewsburg,  Fredonia  and 
Bemus  Point.  Cherry  Creek  did  not 
send  delegates,  but  reported  by  letter. 

Mrs.  Martha  T.  Henderson  was  r-e- 
elected  President.  Rev.  Anna  H.  Shaw 

spoke  in  the  evening. 

The  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  in 
fourteen  clubs,  Dunkirk  having  organ- 
Jamestown  with  representatives  from 
ized  since  the  last  annual  convention 

The  G.  A.  R.  kindly  donated  their  hall 

for  the  occasion.  In  the  evening  a  pub- 
lic meeting  was  held  in  the  Opera  House 

which  was  addressed  by  Mrs.  Zerelda  G. 
Wallace  of  Indiana.  Dr.  J.  E.  Almy 
also  made  a  short  speech. 

This  year  was  one  of  unusual  activity 

among  the  women  of  Jamestown  who 

determined  that  they  should  be  repre- 
sented by  two  women  on  the  School 

Board.  As  is  usually  the  case,  the  men 
while  believing  in  the  theory  of  equal 

rights,  were  loth  to  give  the  women 
any  of  the  positions  of  public  trust  or 

honor.  Both  the  Journal  and  Sun  ex- 

pressed their  disapproval  of  the  pro- 
posed effort  to  make  any  change  in  the 

Board  of  Education  saying  that  they 

should  let  well  enough  alone.  The 

Morning  News,  however,  edited  by 

Benjamin  S.  Dean,  advocated  the  elec- 
tion of  the  women.  The  Political 

Equality  Club  worked  with  a  will  and 
elected  both  their  candidates,  Mrs.  N. 

R.  Thompson  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Griswold, 

both  highly  accomplished  women,  well 
qualified  for  the  positions.  The  success 
of  the  election  was  largely  due  to  Mrs. 
C.  M.  Cheney,  who  was  Chairman  of  the 

Campaign  Committee. 
After  the  election  the  Jamestown 

Journal  said  editorially : 

"Usuall}^  a  school  election  in  James- 
town is  a  tame  and  spiritless  affair. 

The  members  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion who  have  charge  of  the  voting  have 

heretofore  had  plenty  of  leisure  to  read 
the  newspapers,  talk,  or  even  take  a  nap 
between  the  little  squads  of  voters  that 
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now  and  then  came  up  to  deposit 
their  ballots.  But  Wednesday  there 
was  a  small  cyclone  around  the 
voting  precincts.  The  staid  and 
conservative  members  of  the  Board 

who  kept  the  list  of  those  who  put  their 
little  pieces  of  paper  in  the  ballot  box 

had  all  they  could  do  to  register  the  con- 
stant throng.  The  women  had  come  to 

the  front.  They  were  going  to  show 
the  men  what  they  could  do,  and  they 
did  it.  For  days  previous  the  work  had 

been  carried  on  and  the  community 
was  thoroughly  aroused,  and  instead  of 

MRS.  MARTHA  T.  HENDERSON. 

a  vote  of  eighty  to  a  hundred,  the  total 

vote  amounted  to  one  thousand  sixty- 
five,  and  the  women  beat  the  men  two  to 

one.  They  elected  both  their  candi- 
dates. The  contest  was  good  natured 

all  through.  There  was  no  great  issue 

at  stake.  There  was  no  personal  feel- 
ing against  the  male  candidates.  It  was 

simply  the  women  were  determined  to 
have  a  representation  on  the  School 
Board  and  they  carried  their  point  as 
women  usually  do  when  they  make  up 
their  minds.  And  yesterday  shows  what 
vim  we  may  look  to  see  infused  into 
elections  when  women  get  control  of 
the  ballot.  In  other  places  women  when 
chosen  to  such  positions  have  proved 

valuable  acquisitions  to  School  Boards. 

The  Journal  wishes  the  newly  elected 
members  such  success  as  will  abundant- 

ly justify  the  wisdom  of  the  electors  in 

the  choice  they  have  made." 
Since  that  time  there  has  l)een  no  op- 

position to  women  on  the  School  l)Oard 

in  Jamestown  and  conse(|uently  no 
effort  has  ])een  necessary  on  tlie  ])art 
of  the  women  to  secure  their  election. 

During  the  year  1889  Mrs.  E,  R. 

Clarke  edited  a  magazine  called  "Equal- 
ity" which  was  devoted  to  the  interests 

of  woman's  political,  legal  and  indus- 
trial enfranchisement.  Archie  McLean 

of  Sinclairville  was  the  publisher,  but 

like  so  many  publications  in  the  interest 

of  any  one  propaganda,  it  died  through 
lack  of  financial  support,  greatly  to  the 
regret  of  its  editor  and  friends.  The 

magazine  was  finely  edited  and  up  to 
date  in  every  respect. 

During  the  years  from  1890  to  1894 
the  women  of  Dunkirk  made  a  strong 
effort  to  secure  the  election  of  one  or 
more  women  on  the  School  Board  but 

they  were  outvoted  every  time  by  the 
large  foreign  element  composing  the city. 

The  second  annual  convention  was 

held  in  the  New  Woman's  Union  build- 
ing, Dunkirk,  New  York,  October  31 

and  November  ist,  1890,  it  being  the 
first  meeting  ever  held  in  the  building. 

Fifty-three  delegates  were  present  and 
much  interest  manifested.  Airs.  E.  R. 

Clarke  moved  that  the  county  become 
auxiliary  to  the  State  Association  which 
brought  out  a  heated  discussion.  There 

seemed  to  1)e  widely  differing  views  re- 
garding the  advisa1)ility  of  so  doing. 

The  matter  was  finally  (lro])])C(l  ad- 
journment. ?^Irs.  Sarah  AI.  Perkins  of 

Cleveland,  ( )hio.  was  the  speaker  of 

the  evening.  Dr.  J.  T.  \Mlliams  of  Dun- 
kirk gave  the  address  of  welcome,  yirs. 

Elnora  AI.  Babcock  of  Dunkirk  was 
made  President :  ]\Iiss  Lotta  G. 

Cheney,  Jamestown,  Recording  Secre- 
tary ;  ̂Irs.  C.  C.  Parker,  Dunkirk,  Cor- 
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responding  Secretary ;  Mrs.  Lois  M. 

Lott,  Mayville,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  E.  R. 

Clarke,  South  Stockton,  Chairman  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  and  Martha 

T.  Henderson  Chairman  of  Chautauqua 
Committee. 

In  the  summer  of  1890  the  desirabiU- 

ty  of  having-  an  address  upon  woman 
suffrage  from  the  Chautauqua  platform 
was  suggested  and  Mrs.  Henderson, 

then  President  of  the  County  Club,  be- 

gan a  correspondence  with  the  Chau- 
tauqua management,  which  resulted  in 

the  request  being  granted.  The  follow- 
ing year  witnessed  a  large  attendance 

at  Chautauqua  from  clubs  all  over  the 
county,  over  one  hundred  driving  to 
Chautauqua  from  Lily  Dale.  Elnora 

M.  Babcock,  President  of  the  county 

organization,  presided.  Bishop  Vin- 
cent welcomed  the  clubs  in  a  happy 

manner.  The  speakers  of  the  day  were 

Susan  B.  Antony,  Zerelda  G.  Wal- 
lace, Rev.  Anna  H.  Shaw  and  Kate  O. 

Peate.  A  song  entitled  ''Welcome  W^y- 
oming"  written  by  Amanda  T.  Chenev 
of  Poland  Center  was  suno^  on  this  oc- 

casion. Frances  Willard  in  writing 
Susan  B.  Anthony  from  the  Assembly 

Grounds  a  few  days  later,  said :  "Dear- 
est Susan,  I  could  sing  hallelujah  over 

you  and  our  Anna  Shaw  and  'Deborah' 
Wallace !  It  was  the  best  and  biggest 

day  Chautauqua  ever  saw."  From  that 
day  to  the  present.  Political  Equality 

Day  has  been  on  the  Chautauqua  pro- 
gram. Some  of  the  ablest  speakers  in 

the  country  have  been  heard  there  upon 
this  question.  Among  the  speakers 
may  be  mentioned  Susan  B.  Anthony, 
Carrie  Chapman  Catt,  Rev.  Anna  H. 
Shaw,  Zerelda  G.  Wallace,  Rev.  Ida  C. 
Hultin,  Henry  B.  Blackwell,  Rev.  Annis 
Ford  Eastman,  AHce  Freeman  Palmer, 
Rev.  C.  C.  Albertson,  Kate  O.  Peate 
and  others.  It  would  be  difificult  to  esti- 

mate the  amount  of  sentiment  that  has 

been  made  for  woman  suffrage  at  this 
famous  educational  institution. 

On  the  8th  and  9th  of  August,  1892. 

the  management  at  Chautauqua  arrang- 
ed for  addresses  upon  the  pro  and  con 

of  woman  suffrage  by  Rev.  Anna  H. 

Shaw  and  Dr.  J.  T.  Buckley  respective- 
ly. Each  address  was  prepared  upon  the 

merits  of  the  question  irrespective  of 

what  the  other  might  say.  The  enthus- 
iasm that  followed  the  address  of  Miss 

Shaw  and  the  absence  of  the  same  at 

the  close  of  Dr.  Buckley's  address  told 
plainly  on  which  side  the  audience 
stood. 

MRS.  MARION  T-  SKIDMORE. 

The  same  year  that  the  Chautauqua 

management  incorporated  woman  suf- 
frage as  one  of  the  subjects  to  be  dis- 

cussed from  their  platform,  the  man- 
agement at  Cassadaga  Camp  set  apart 

a  whole  day  for  the  discussion  of  the 
same  subject.  In  describing  this  day 
in  her  biography  Miss  Anthony  says : 

"People  came  from  far  and  near.  Fully 
three  thousand  were  assembled  in  that 

beautiful  amphitheatre  decorated  with 
the  yellow  and  the  red,  white  and  blue. 

There,  hanging  by  itself,  was  our  na- 
tional flag,  ten  by  fourteen  feet,  with 

its  regulation  red  and  white  stripes, 
and  in  the  center  of  its  blue  corner  just 

one  great  golden  star,  Wyoming,  blaz- 
ing out.  all  alone.  Every  cottage  in  the 

camp  was  festooned  with  yellow,  and 
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when  at  night  the  Chinese  lanterns  on 
the  piazzas  were  hghted,  Lily  Dale  was 
as  gorgeons  as  any  Fourth  of  Julv,  all 

in  honor  of  Woman's  Day  and  her  com- 

ing freedom  and  equality."  They,  too, 
have  had  the  best  speakers  to  be  found 

and  Woman's  Day  has  become  a  fixture 
upon  their  program.  Among  the 

speakers  at  Lily  Dale  on  Woman's  Day 
have  been  Susan  B.  Anthony,  Carrie 
Chapman  Catt,  Rev.  Anna  H.  Shaw, 
Rev.  Ida  C.  Hultin,  Mary  Seymour 
Howell,  Kate  O.  Peate,  Clara  B.  Colby, 
Isabella  Beecher  Hooker,  Jean  Brooks 
Greenleaf,  Marv  Ellen  Lease,  Gail 

Laughlin  and  many  others  from  their 

regular  program  speakers. 
These  courtesies  on  the  part  of  the 

management  of  both  these  summer  as- 
semblies are  the  direct  result  of  the  Po- 

litical Equality  movement  in  Chautau- 
qua County. 

At  Lily  Dale  it  was  directly  through 
the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Marion  T.  Skidmore, 

that  staunch  advocate  and  supporter  of 
woman  suffrage,  that  a  permanent 

place  w^s  made  for  woman  suffrage 
on  the  Cassadaga  Camp  program. 
The  third  annual  convention  was 

held  in  Sinclairville  October  8-9,  1891, 
delegates  being  present  from  twenty 

clubs  and  a  membership  of  one  thous- 
and reported.  Elnora  M.  Babcock  was 

unanimously  re-elected  President.  It 
was  voted  at  this  convention  to  become 

auxiliary  to  the  State  Suffrage  Associa- 
tion. For  several  years  Chautauqua 

County  was  the  largest  club  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  when  it  united  with  the 

state  organization  it  infused  new  life 
and  energy  into  that  body. 

During  the  year  1891  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Chautauqua  County 
Club  made  a  strong  effort  to  secure  the 
passage  of  a  bill  giving  women  the  right 

to  vote  for  County  School  Commission- 
ers. This  bill  was  drawn  up  by  Dr.  J.  T. 

Williams  of  Dunkirk  at  the  request  of 

the  County  President.    Senator  \'edder 

introduced  it  in  the  Senate  and  succeed- 

ed in  passing  it  with  a  good  majority. 
Lion.  W.  C.  Clifford,  then  Member  of  the 

Assembly  from  Jamestown,  worked 
faithfully  for  its  i)assage  in  the  House, 

but  owing  to  the  rush  of  business  to- 
gether with  a  ])arty  wrangle  the  bill  did 

not  come  to  a  vote  in  the  House  that 

year.  The  following  year,  1892,  how- 
ever, it  became  a  law  through  the  ef- 
forts of  Hon.  W.  C.  Gifford  in  the 

House  and  Hon.  J.  T.  Edw^ards  in  the 
Senate. 

The  following  year,  1893,  the  County 
Club  put  in  the  field  Mrs.  Martha  R. 
Almy  of  Jamestown  as  their  candidate 
for  County  School  Commissioner  in  the 
Third  Commissioner  District.  An  ef- 

fort was  made  to  secure  the  endorse- 
ment of  their  candidate  by  the  various 

political  parties,  but  without  avail,  ex- 
cept by  the  Prohibition  Party.  Mrs. 

Babcock  of  Dunkirk  and  Mrs.  B.  B. 

Lord  of  Sinclairville  appeared  before 
the  Democratic  County  Convention  in 
behalf  of  their  candidate.  While  there 

was  a  strong  feeling  among  some  of  the 

delegates  in  favor  of  endorsing  the  wo- 

men's candidate,  the  majority  were  op- 
posed. This  resulted  in  the  defeat  of 

Mrs.  Almy  at  the  polls.  Furthermore, 

just  previous  to  the  election  three 
Judges  in  various  portions  of  the  state 
had  declared  the  law  unconstitutional 

which  frightened  many  women  from  of- 
fering their  votes,  nevertheless,  eighteen 

hundred  seventy-five  women  voted  in 

the  rural  districts  for  Count\-  School 
Commissioner.  Later  the  Court  of  Ap- 

peals pronounced  the  law  unconstitu- 
tional and  thus  ended  the  three  years  of 

hard  labor  for  this  one  little  crumb  from 

the  great  political  loaf.  The  inconsist 
encv  of  not  allowing  a  person  to  vote 
for  an  office  which  they  can  and  do  fill 

is  clearly  manifest  to  any  thinking  per- 
son. 

The  County  Club  worked  for  many 

other   bills    affecting   women,  among 



516 
CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

which  was  one  providing  for  the  rep- 
resentation of  women  in  the  Constitu- 

tional Convention  and  also  to  allow 

them  to  vote  upon  the  amended  con- 
stitution when  it  came  before  the  peo- 

ple. The  Fourth  Annual  Convention  was 

held  in  Mayville,  October  13-14,  1892. 

Twenty-three  clubs  sent  deleg-ates. 
Fraternal  delegates  were  also  present 

from  the  County  W.  C.  T.  U.,  Cattar- 
augus Political  EquaHty  Club,  Pomona 

Grange  and  Pennsylvania  State  Grange. 

Judge  Albion  W.  Tourgee  welcomed 

the  delegates.  Mrs.  Babcock  was  re- 
elected President.  It  was  reported  that 

there  were  twenty-nine  women  serving 
on  school  boards  in  the  countv  and 

women  generally  voted  in  all  school  dis- 
trict elections.  In  Dunkirk  some  six 

hundred  women  voted  that  year. 
The  Fifth  Annual  Convention  was 

held  in  Kennedy,  October  18-19,  1893, 
fifty-nine  delegates  being  present. 
Fraternal  delegates  were  present  from 
the  County  W.  C.  T.  U.,  Pomona 
Grang^e  and  Cattaraugus  County  Club. 
Rev.  C.  C.  Albertson  of  Jamestown 

gave  the  principal  address  of  the  even- 
ing. Mrs.  Evaline  R.  Clarke  was  made 

President.  That  year  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen  women  voted  at  the  school 
election  in  Dunkirk  and  in  the  other 

towns  in  about  the  same  proportion. 

The  following  year  was  one  of  great 
activity  among  the  various  Clubs  in  the 
county,  it  being  the  year  in  which  the 
Constitutional  Convention  met.  jA 
strenuous  effort  was  made  to  have  the 

word  "male"  stricken  from  the  revised 
constitution.  Petitions  with  an  aggre- 

gate of  sixhundredthousandnameswere 

presented  to  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion asking  that  the  word  male  be 

stricken  from  the  constitution.  Thie 

suffrage  women  of  Chautauqua  County 
secured  thirteen  thousand  nine  hundred 

ninety-three  names  to  their  petition  and 
the  W.  C.  T.  U.  secured  on  their  sepa- 

rate petition  fifteen  hundred  more,  mak- 

ing a  total  of  fifteen  thousand  four  hun- 
dred ninety-three  names.  It  was  also 

ascertained  that  there  were  forty-six 
hundred  twenty-seven  women  in  this 
county  paying  taxes  on  four  milHon  six 
hundred  eighteen  thousand  six  hundred 

fifty-five  dollars  real  estate  and  five 

hundred  thirty-two  thousand,  nine  hun- 
dred ten  dollars  personal  property.  This 

amount  did  not  represent  by  any  means 

all  the  property  owned  by  women  as  it 

was  found  that  in  many  cases  the  pro- 
perty was  assessed  to  the  husband  when 

owned  by  the  wife. 

A  semi-annual  meeting  was  held  in 
Columbus  Hall,  Dunkirk,  April  5th 

and  6th,  1894,  in  connection  with  a  two 

days'  mass  meeting  under  the  auspices 
of  the  State  Association,  to  arouse  in- 

terest in  the  coming  Constitutional  Con- 
vention. Over  one  hundred  delegates 

and  visitors  from  out  of  town  were  en- 

tertained by  the  Dunkirk  Club.  Mrs. 

Mary  A.  Fullager  welcomed  the  dele- 

gates in  behalf  of  the  Woman's  Educa- 
tional and  Industrial  Union  and  Mayor 

Charles  E.  Hequembourg  in  behalf  of 
the  city.  . 

The  speakers  at  this  convention  were 
Susan  B.  Anthony,  Rev.  Anna  H.  Shaw, 

Mary  G.  Hay,  Louis  McKinstry  and  Dr. 

Williams.  Two  hundred  sixty-five  dol- 
lars was  raised  in  a  short  time  to  help 

carry  on  the  campaign. 

No  more  pathetic  stories  are  told  of 
the  struggle  for  liberty  in  the  days  of 
the  Revolution  than  could  be  told  of 

the  women  of  this  state  and  this  county 

during  this  campaign.  The  refusal  of 
that  Constitutional  Convention  to  sub- 

mit this  amendment,  thereby  ignoring 

the  mammoth  petition  secured  by  the 
women,  was  the  most  flagrant  abuse 
of  power  ever  witnesed  in  this  country. 

The  arbitrary  vote  of  ninety-seven  men 
overruled  the  desire  expressed  by  six 
hundred  thousand  petitioners.  It  is, 

however,  gratifying  to  know  that  the 
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delegates  from  Chautaiujua  Coiintv, 

Benjamin  S.  Dean  and  Louis  McKin- 
stry,  not  only  voted  but  worked  and 
spoke  in  behalf  of  the  women  citizens 
of  this  state.  In  his  address  before  the 

Convention  Mr.  McKinstry  of  Fredonia 
said  in  part : 

"Mr.  President,  if  ever  a  disfranchis- 

ed class  earned  the  rig-ht  to  have  their 
political  disabilities  removed,  these 

women  have  earned  it.  Their  sympo- 
sium of  addresses  will  q;o  into  history 

and  will  become  more  famous  and  re- 

splendent each  succeeding  year  as  pres- 
ent prejudices  melt  away.  My  vote  is 

ready  to  be  cast  for  any  of  the  propo- 
sitions presented  for  equal  suffrage, 

upon  the  plain  principle  of  equitable 

right.  I  will  not  say  natural  right,  be- 
cause that  proposition  is  fiercely  dis- 
puted, but  I  defy  any  man  who  prizes  his 

right  to  vote  to  give  any  good  reason 

why  the  average,  intelligent,  conscien- 
tious, law-abiding  and  tax-paying  wo- 

man has  not  the  same  equitable  right 
to  a  voice  in  the  government  that  he  in- 

sists upon  having. 

'There  is  not  one  of  the  tenets  of  our 
theory  of  government  which  justifies 
your  claim  to  recording  at  the  polls 
your  will  as  a  freeman,  which  does  not 
guarantee  in  theory  the  right  of  every 
free  woman  to  record  her  will  at  the 

polls. 
'The  submission  of  no  other  propo- 

sition before  this  convention  has  been 

prayed  for  by  so  many  people  nor  by 

so  many  voters.  Of  the  nearly  six  hun- 
dred thousand  names  attached  to  these 

petitions,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  twelve 

thousand  five  hundred  seventy-one  were 

signed  in  Chautauqua  County — the 
county  where  the  seat  of  the  great  Peo- 

ple's College  is  located,  the  center  of 
the  Chautauqua  Literary  and  Scientific 
Circle,  whose  members  come  from  every 
state  and  even  foreign  lands  to  find 
there  their  Alma  Mater.  Those  twelve 

thousand    five    hundred  seventy-one 

names  represent  a  population  as  intelli- 
gent, as  cultivated,  as  advanced  in  all 

the  arts  and  refinements  that  glorify  civ- 
ilization, as  any  equal  division  of  popu- 

lation upon  the  face  of  the  gl()l)e.  And 

I  am  proud  to  add,  sir,  that  1  was  in- 
formed by  relial)le  canvassers,  who  cir- 
culated those  petitions  in  the  vicinity 

where  I  am  best  acquainted,  that 

ninety  per  cent,  of  the  male  voters  so- 
licted,  promptly  placed  their  names 
upon  the  petition  and  very  fre([uently 

with  expressions  of  goodwill  and  God- 

speed." 

Our  delegate,  l>enjamin  S.  Dean, 

said:  "Our  public  school  system  is 
based  upon  the  theory  that  the  safety 
of  the  state  demands  the  education  of 

those  who  are  to  discharge  its  functions. 
These  schools  have  been  thrown  open 
to  women.  The  census  reports  show 

that  only  six  per  cent,  of  the  women 
of  this  state  are  illiterate.  The  usages 
of  society  have  established  and  insist 

upon  a  higher  standard  of  morality  for 
women  than  for  men.  The  state  today 
is  in  need  of  the  infusion  of  this  new 

life  current  of  intelligence  and  virtue 

into  the  body  politic.  Therefore,  the 
question  whether  this  or  that  woman 

wants  to  vote  or  not,  is  of  no  conse- 
quence. The  state  has  reached  a  point 

where  it  demands  the  services  of  the 

women  whom  it  has  been  educating, 

and  we  have  no  right  to  interpose  our 

personal  protest.  It  is  our  duty  to  sub- 
mit this  question  to  the  ]Kn)plc,  tlie 

final  arbiters  of  the  government." 
During  this  campaign  Mrs.  Martha 

R.  Almy  acted  as  chairman  of  legislative 
work  where  she  labored  unceasingly 

both  at  the  State  Headquarters  in  Roch- 
ester and  in  Albany.  She  spoke  before 

the  Suffrage  Committee  in  behalf  of  the 
women  of  Chautauqua  County.  She 
said  in  part  : 

"Mr.  Chairman  and  Meml^ers  of  the 
Committee:  The  great  majority  of  the 

women  in  the  Thirty-second  Senate  Dis- 
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trict  are  what  some  members  of  your 

honorable  committee  have  happily  des- 

ignated "home  women."  Nowhere  on 
the  green  earth  can  be  found  a  larger 

proportion  of  ideal  homes ;  possessing 

the  truest  essentials,  love,  respect,  mut- 
ual helpfulness  and  the  highest,  holiest 

companionship.  I  make  this  statement 

advisedly,  and  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction. These  conditions  exist,  gentle- 

men, in  a  district  so  distinctively  equal- 
suffrage  in  sentiment  that  it  was  deemed 

by  the  honorable  Chairman  of  this  Coii- 
vention  not  advisable  to  give  it  a  repre- 

sentative on  this  Suffrage  Committee. 

"I  do  not  question  the  wisdom  of  the 
Chairman,  but  I  beg  you  to  study  the 
homes,  the  community  and  the  politics 
of  a  district  where,  probably  to  a  greater 
extent  than  in  any  other  portion  of  the 
state,  women  have  been  interested  in 

the  affairs  of  government.  For  four- 
teen years  we  have  availed  ourselves  of 

the  school  suffrage,  and  we  point  with 

pride  to  the  unexampled  prosperity  of 
our  public  schools. 

"Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
news  came  flashing  over  the  wires  that 

a  Supreme  Court  Judge  had  decided  the 
School-commissioner  bill  unconstitu- 

tional, at  last  November's  election  some 
two  thousand  women,  outside  of  the 
Union  Free  School  Districts,  went  to 

the  polls  and  voted  at  a  general  election. 
Our  women,  by  hundreds,  went  to  the 
caucuses  and  to  the  county  political 
conventions. 

"Most  of  the  men  and  women  in  this 
western  district  have  toiled  side  by  side 
in  the  accumulation  of  a  competence, 
and  under  such  circumstances  men  rare- 

ly speak  of  'supporting  their  wives.' 
They  very  naturally  recognize  the  dig- 

nity of  an  equal  co-partnership  in  the 
family  concern,  even  though  each  may 

superintend  a  different  department." 
The  Sixth  Annual  Convention  was 

held  at  Cassadaga  Camp  September  i8- 
19,  1894.    The  action  of  the  Constitu- 

tional Convention  instead  of  dampening 
the  ardor  of  the  suffragists,  seemed  to 
arouse  their  indignation  just  enough 
to  make  them  enter  the  work  with  all  the 
more  zeal  and  determination.  Mrs. 

Ellen  L.  Cheney  of  Poland  Center  was 

elected  President.  Mrs.  Cheney  con- 
tinued to  serve  the  county  as  President 

until  the  fall  of  1900  with  the  exception 

of  the  year  1898,  when  Mrs.  Jennie  Allen 
of  Fredonia  acted  in  that  capacity.  Mrs. 

Cheney  having  held  the  office  of  Presi- 
dent longer  than  any  other  incumbent 

may  be  said  to  have  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  work  for  a  longer  time  than 

almost  any  woman  in  the  county.  She 
presided  on  Political  Equality  Day  at 

Chautauqua  during  the  six  years  that 
she  was  President  of  the  county.  Mrs. 

Cheney  was  a  member  of  the  Chautau- 
qua Committee  from  the  first  and  for 

many  years  its  Chairman. 
In  the  fall  of  1900  Mrs.  Martha  Ful- 

ler Prather  of  Jamestown  was  made 
President  and  the  succeedingyear(i90i) 

Mrs.  Agnes  J.  Williams  of  Kennedy  was 
elected  President.  Conventions  have 

been  held  each  year  in  the  different 
towns  of  the  county  and  while  the  clubs 
are  not  so  active  as  at  one  time,  the 

sentiment  is  all  there  ready  to  burst 

into  activity  whenever  needed. 
Much  of  the  suffrage  sentiment  in 

Chautauqua  County  is  undoubtedly  the 
outgrowth  of  the  teachings  of  the 
Grange  which  has  always  stood  for  equal 

rights.  As  long  ago  as  1881  the  New 
York  State  Grange  adopted  a  resolution 
in  behalf  of  equal  civic  rights  for  men 
and  women,  and  this  action  has  been 

followed  every  year  by  similar  resolu- 
tions in  State,  County  and  subordinate 

Granges. 

In  1893  Mrs.  Eliza  C.  Gifford  of 
Jamestown,  as  Chairman  of  Legislative 

Committee  for  Chautauqua  County  Po- 
litical Equality  Club,  prepared  a  set  of 

resolutions  and  presented  to  the  State 

Grange   at   Ithaca,   where   they  were 
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adopted.  These  resolutions  petitioned 

the  Legislature  to  enact  a  law  empow- 
ering women  citizens  to  vote  for  dele- 
gates to  the  Constitutional  Convention 

and  also  upon  the  amended  constitution. 
Mrs.  Carrie  E.  S.  Twing  of  Westfield 

presented  to  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention a  memorial  from  the  State 

Grange  asking  that  the  word  "male"  be 
omitted  from  the  suffrage  clause  in  the 
revised  constitution. 

In  1892  Miss  Lotta  P.  Cheney  of 

Jamestown  served  as  State  Organizer, 

speaking  and  organizing  clubs  in  various 

portions  of  the  state,  in  many  towns  do- 
ing regular  pioneer  work. 

Elnora  M.  Babcock  of  Dunkirk  was 

appointed  Superintendent  of  Press 

Work  for  the  State  SufTrage  Associa- 
tion  in  1894  and  has  held  the  office  ever 

since.  Her  success  along  this  line  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  National 

Association  and  in  1899  she  was  ap- 

pointed National  Su])erinten(lcnt  of 
Press  Work,  which  office  she  now  holds, 

sending  out  some  two  hundred  thousand 
articles  each  year. 

Mrs.  Kate  S.  lliom])S()n  of  James- 
town served  as  Treasurer  of  the  State 

Association  from  1895  to  1898. 

It  is  impossible  to  even  mention  the 
many  men  and  women  in  the  countv 
who  have  aided  this  cause  through  their 
lal)ors,  influence  or  financial  sup])ort. 

Many  who  have  held  no  official  posi- 
tions have  done  valliant  work.  Every 

worker  in  this  reform  does  so  entirely 
from  an  unselfish  motive. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  every 
Legislator  that  ever  went  to  either 
State  or  National  Legislature  from 

Chautauqua  County  has  without  ex- 
ception voted  for  all  measures  tending 

towards  greater  political  liberties  for 
women.  These  are  men  whom  the 

women  of  Chautauqua  County  will  al- 
ways hold  in  grateful  remembrance. 

CHAUTAUQUA. 

By  LeRoy  Whitford. 
These  hills  hold  up  an  ample  cup, 
Which  Heaven,  low-stooping,  fills; 

And  lavish  stores  kind  nature  pours 
To  bless  the  helpful  hills. 

A  cool  retreat  from  Summer's  heat, 
Whence  springs  Pierian  flow, 

To  irrigate  and  renovate 
The  thirsty  plains  below. 

Within  these  groves  Christ's  spirit  moves 
And  highest  hopes  revive. 

Beneath  their  shade  a  feast  is  laid 
On  which  immortals  thrive. 

Here  culture  comes  to  scatter  crumb^L 

From  Reason's  rich  repast; 
With  glowing  face,  and  measured  pace, 
And  ever  widening  cast. 
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By  H.  C.  TAYLOR,  M.  D. 

It  is  not  pleasant  for  us  to 

dwell  upon  the  scenes  of  war 
and  military  strife,  especially 

{\    when  loved  ones  are  or  have 

S     ̂     been  at  the  front,  but  our 
County  History  would  not 
be     complete     without  it. 

Many  agreeable  and  pleasant 

things  have  been  said  yester- 
day   and   today   as   to  our 

county,  its  citizens  and  its  development, 
we  have  felt  proud  of  it  all,  but  there 
is  a  dark  feature  yet  to  be  introduced. 

War  in  our  present  state  of  existence 

seems  to  be  a  necessity  of  every  com- 
munity, state  and  nation.    A  thought 

of  strife  and  bloodshed  must  enter  into 

all  our  rejoicings  today  that  we  may 
better  appreciate  what  we  possess  and 
enjoy.    In  fact  Heaven  would  be  less 
than  Heaven  to  us  if  we  were  to  reach 

it  through  other  than  unhappy  scenes 
As  a  matter  of  necessity  the  Military 

History  of  Chautauqua  County  for  this 

occasion  must  be  very  largely  abbre- 
viated.   It  would  please  me  to  occupy 

at  least  half  a  day  in  presenting  to  you 
this  feature  of  our  county  history,  but 
this  would  hardly  be  admissible.  Before 
speaking  definitely  with  reference  to  our 

county  as  now  seen,  I  mean  as  to  terri- 
tory aspect,  allow  me  to  antedate  our 

hundred  years  for  a  few  moments  and 

note  a  few  facts  in  history  that  may 
seem  necessary  to  a  full  understanding 
of  later  developments.    But  I  will  be 
brief. 

Can  any  of  you  imagine  what  Chau- 

tauqua County  was  in  1749?  One  vast 
unbroken  wilderness.  The  gloom  of 

soHtude  rested  upon  every  foot  of  its 

territory,  and  aside  from  the  discoverer 
of  Chautauqua  Lake  in  1682,  the  noted 
traveler,  Robert  Cavalier  de  La  Salle, 

no  white  person,  as  far  as  known,  had 

tarried  for  a  nio-ht  within  our  borders  ; 
yet  long  before  the  first  settler  built  his 
log  cabin  in  the  now  town  of  Westfield 
and  began  the  task  of  making  a  home 

"in  the  western  wilds,"  in  fact  fifteen 
years  before  James  McMahan  was  born, 

the  space  between  Lake  Erie  at  Barce- 
lona and  Lake  Chautauqua  at  Mayville 

was  made  a  military  highway  by  a  large 

body  of  Frenchmen.  This  movement 
on  the  part  of  the  French  may  be  called 
in  some  sense  a  military  exepdition  for 

the  benefit  of  .  future  military  move- 
ments. It  was  a  very  select  party,  made 

up  of  the  very  best  material  to  be  ob- 
tained by  the  French  government  in 

Canada.  It  was  comprised  of  eight  sub- 
altern officers,  six  cadets,  one  armorer, 

twenty  soldiers,  one  hundred  and  eighty 

Canadians,  thirty  Iroquois  and  twenty- 
five  Abnekis  Indians,  under  the  com- 

mand of  that  popular  and  ambitious 

leader,  Captain  Bienville  de  Celoron. 
Their  starting  point  was  Montreal. 
They  left  that  point  June  15,  1749,  and 

reached  Niagara  July  6th.  At  noon  on 
the  1 6th  they  reached  Chadakoin,  now 
Barcelona.  After  reaching  this  point, 

fifty  men  under  M.  de  Villers  and  Le 
Borgne,  were  sent  forward  to  explore 
the  Portage  and  clear  the  way  before 

proceeding  further.    It  is  pertinent  to 

NOTE — The  portraits  of  James  M.  Brown,  E.  F.  Carpenter.  J.  C.  Drake,  William  0.  Stevens.  John 
F.  Smith.  General  Stoneman.  General  Schofield  and  W.  B.  Gushing  will  be  found  in  Chapter  XV,  and 
David  Eaton  and  James  Mullett  in  Civil  and  Political  History  of  this  volume. 
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inquire  why  these  two  hundred  seventy 
men  were  thus  deep  in  the  western  for- 

est, five  hundred  miles  from  home. 

Every  student  of  history  knows  of  the 
fierce  struggle  for  the  control  of  the 

North  American  Continent  for  many 
years  on  the  part  of  the  French  and 

English  governments.  The  French  set- 
tled in  Canada  in  1605  the  time 

of  which  I  speak  were  occupying  the 
territory  along  the  St.  Lawrence  and 

to  some  extent  along  some  of  the  west- 
ern rivers. 

The  English  settled  in  Virginia  in  1607 
and  occupied  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and 
New  England.  It  was  the  intention  of 

the  English  to  push  their  possessions 
westward  over  the  Alleghenies  and  the 
Blue  Ridge  and  secure  the  rich  trade 
in  furs  with  the  natives  as  well  as  to  ac- 

quire territory,  and  check  the  advance 
of  the  French  along  the  lakes.  It  was 
the  intention  of  the  French  to  confine 

the  English  east  of  the  mountains  by  a 
line  of  forts  from  Canada  to  the  Gulf 

of  Mexico,  and  an  expedition  was  sent 
out,  the  one  to  which  I  have  referred, 

to  explore  a  feasible  route  from  the 

lakes  to  the  Ohio  River  and  take  pos- 
session of  the  country  in  the  name  of  the 

King  of  France. 
After  the  return  of  the  advance  party 

of  DeVillers  and  LeBorgne,the  portage 
between  the  lakes  along  the  valley  of 

Chautauqua  Creek  and  the  hills  in  the 

south  was  a  busy  scene — the  transpor- 
tation of  boats  and  supplies  occupying 

seven  days.  After  a  short  rest  at  the 

landing  at  Chautauqua  Lake,  they  again 
set  forth.  Of  their  passage  over  the 
lake  I  have  heard  a  tradition  as  to  the 

many  and  beautiful  Canadian  songs  of 
the  voyagers  as  they  floated  over  the 
sparkling  waters  of  our  inland  sea,  and 
the  streams  below  to  La  Belle  Riviere, 

and  the  echoes  and  answering  echoes 

from  side  to  side,  lingering  in  wierd 
tones  in  the  thick  foliage  of  the  shores 
and  the  contour  of  the  heavily  wooded 

hills.  It  is  quite  certain  that  a  party 
encamped  for  a  night,  July  24,  on  the 
ground  now  occupied  1)y  the  citv  of 
Jamestown.  Their  passage  from  this 
point  to  the  Allegheny  River  was  slow 
and  tedious,  owing  to  the  very  low 
waters  in  the  outlet  and  the  Cone- 

wango,  and  it  was  in  part  the  occasion 
of  an  adverse  report  l)y  Celoron  to  Gov- 

ernor Du  Ouesne.  At  Warren,  Penn- 

sylvania, they  planted  a  tablet  of  lead 
one-fourth  of  an  inch  thick  and  fifteen 
inches  square  at  the  foot  of  a  large  tree 
to  certify  the  fact  that  they  had  taken 
possession  of  the  country  in  the  name 
of  the  King  of  France.  Thev  passed 
down  the  Allegheny  and  the  Ohio  rivers 

to  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  plant- 
ing a  tablet  of  lead  like  the  first  at  a 

point  twelve  miles  below  the  mouth  of 
French  Creek ;  one  at  the  mouth  of 

Wheeling  Creek  in  Ohio ;  another  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum ;  another 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  and 

the  last  plate  was  buried  at  the  mouth  of 

the  Great  Miami  on  the  30th  of  Au- 
gust. To  identify  the  points  where  the 

lead  plates  were  buried,  a  large  sheet 
of  tin  stamped  with  the  fact  and  date 
was  nailed  to  the  body  of  the  tree  at  the 

foot  of  wdiich  might  be  found  the  evi- 
dence of  possession.  At  two  of  these 

points  the  act  of  depositing  the  lead 
plates  was  accompanied  with  great 

pomp  and  solemn  ceremony.  From  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Miami,  Celoron  and 

his  party  started  northward  up  the  Mi- 
ami to  the  mouth  of  what  is  now  called 

Lorami  Creek,  where  was  situated  an 

Indian  Milage  called  Piqua  Town  or 

Pickawillany,  by  the  English.  Their 
worn  out  canoes  were  here  burned  and 

the  whole  party  made  its  way  with  great 
difficulty  over  the  long  portage  to  a 
French  fort  on  the  Miami  River  where 

they  were  furnished  wooden  canoes  in 
whicli  they  embarked  and  reached  Lake 
Erie  early  in  October.  A  month  later 
they  were  at  Fort  Frontenac  and  soon 
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after  reached  Montreal,  a  dejected, 

emaciated  and  worn-out  company  of 
men.  Even  the  heart  of  Governor  Du 

Quesne  was  touched  at  their  appearance 
as  they  passed  him  in  review. 

Owing  to  the  various  conditions  in 
connection  with  the  Canadian  af¥airs, 

no  effort  was  made  to  carry  out  the  pro- 
gram of  1749,  until  1752.  An  army  of 

several  hundred  men  were  then  put  in 
commission  for  the  grand  scheme  of 

planting  military  posts  and  initiating 
the  building  up  of  an  empire  in  the  heart 
of  the  continent. 

A  division  of  this  army  (two  hundred 

fifty  men)  left  LaChine,  near  Montreal, 

January  i,  1753,  for  Niagara,  and  in  the 
early  spring  came  to  Chadakoin,  now 
Barcelona,  under  the  command  of 

Mons.  Babeer.  They  at  once  commenc- 
ed building  a  fort  on  the  west  side  of  the 

creek  according  to  instructions  from 
the  Governor ;  but  the  next  day  another 

division  of  the  army  of  five  hundred 
men  and  twenty  Indians  arrived  in  boats 
under  Monsieur  Marin.  Marin  was  not 

pleased  with  the  location  and  after  a 

heated  discussion  by  the  two  command- 
ers, and  a  further  exploration  westward, 

the  whole  expedition  removed  to 

Presque  Isle,  now  Erie,  Pa.,  and  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  establish  a  portage 

from  that  point  to  the  Allegheny.  A 

fort  was  built  at  Presque  Isle  and  an- 
other at  La  Boeuf,  now  Waterford, 

and  all  things  were  placed  in  readiness 
for  an  advance  in  the  next  spring  or  the 

spring  of  1754,  and  the  army  with  the 

exception  of  three  hundred  men  to  gar- 
rison the  forts  was  ordered  home  to 

Canada.  At  the  last  moment  ther^e 
came  an  order  from  the  Governor  for 

the  cutting  out  of  the  portage  by  way 
of  Chadakoin  and  for  building  two  forts, 
one  at  Chadakoin  or  Barcelona,  and  the 

other  at  Chadaqua  or  Lake  Chautau- 

qua. 
M.  Peon,  an  energetic  and  popular 

commander  was  directed  with  one  hun- 

dred fifty  men  to  perform  the  task,  and 
late  in  October  it  was  completed.  The 
men  at  once  followed  to  Canada  that 

portion  of  the  army  already  mentioned. 
Marin  was  a  man  of  remarkable  en- 

ergy and  ability,  but  the  tmdertaking  for 
the  season  was  beyond  his  ability,  his 
health  failed  him,  he  became  sour  and 

morose  and  the  next  day  after  the  army 
left  for  Canada  he  died  and  his  remains 

are  still  resting  in  the  Soldiers'  burial 
ground  at  Waterford.  The  English 
were  ever  watchful  of  the  movements 

of  the  French  and  after  the  departure 
of  the  French  from  Fort  Niagara  in 

the  spring  of  1753,  a  party  of  five  men 

and  a  youth  of  twelve  years  were  dis- 
patched from  Fort  Oswego  to  watch  this 

movement  and  were  witnesses  in  am- 
bush of  the  cutting  out  of  this  portage 

from  Barcelona  to  Lake  Chautauqua 

as  stated.  That  youth,  Samuel  Shat- 
tuck,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  and 
was  a  remarkable  character,  he  was  a 

soldier  from  birth.  He  was  through 
the  French  and  Indian  War,  so  called, 

and  the  Revolution,  to  the  surrender  of 
Yorktown  and  was  discharged  with  the 

army  of  Washington.  In  after  years, 
in  his  old  age,  he  came  to  this  county, 

to  Portland,  to  spend  his  few  remaining 

days  with  a  son,  and  died  there  in  1827. 
This  scheme  of  the  French  was  a 

grand  one  and  worthy  of  a  better  out- 
come, but  all  their  efforts  were  a  failure, 

and  they  were  finally  driven  from 
nearly  all  of  their  possessions  on  the 
continent  by  the  decisive  conflict  on  the 
Plains  of  Abraham  in  1759. 

This  you  may  say  is  a  foreign  affair, 
but  it  nevertheless  refers  solely  to  our 

county  and  antedates  all  other  military 
matters  in  the  county,  and  I  know  I 
shall  be  pardoned  in  introducing  it. 

Chautauqua  County,  then,  was  once 
French  territory,  but  I  apprehend  that 

fact  will  in  no  sense  disturb  our  Eng- 
lish-American status  today.  The  terri- 

tory certainly  passed  from  French  claim 
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when  the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed, 

thirty-eight  years  before  James  Mc- 
Mahan  could  in  any  sense  lay  claim  to 
the  honor  of  first  settler. 

Formation  of  the  First  Military  Company. 
Chautauqua  County  was  in  fact  set- 

tled in  1802,  and  was  made  a  county  in 
1808.  As  fast  as  the  settlers  came  in 

they  were  required  to  report  at  New 

Amsterdam,  now  Buffalo,  for  military 
drill,  at  least  twice  a  year,  as  this  coun- 

ty was  at  first  a  part  of  Genesee  County 
and  then  a  part  of  Niagara  County  for 
nearly  all  purposes  until  181 1.  It  was 

an  enormous  task  and  the  project  of 

forming  a  new  military  company,  inde- 
pendent of  Niagara  County,  was  earn- 

estly discussed  for  one  or  two  years 
when  the  settlers  were  few,  but  did  not 

culminate  until  1808,  after  the  bounds 
of  the  county  became  defined.  It  was 

recognized  that  a  military  organization 
might  at  some  time  become  a  necessity 
and  a  factor  for  defense,  and  besides 

that  a  military  spirit  existed  that  does 

not  now  exist,  and  an  ambition  for  dis- 
tinction in  that  direction,  for  it  was  a 

fact  that  a  settler  elected  to  a  military 
position  by  the  votes  of  his  neighbors 
and  friends,  was  an  object  of  envy  in  a 
sense,  and  actually  enjoyed  a  degree  of 
note  and  confidence  in  advance  in  most 

cases  of  civil  position  within  the  same 

territory.  This  is  said  from  my  own 
knowledge  for  my  memory  carries  me 
back  a  long  distance  into  the  past,  but  it 

is  said  in  derogation  of  no  man's  patriot- 
ism. Immediately  after  the  bill  was 

passed  forming  the  countv,  on  the  nth 

day  of  March,  1808,  in  answer  to  a  pe- 
tition, an  order  was  made  for  the  forma- 

tion of  a  military  company  for  the  coun- 
ty, the  bounds  of  the  county  being  the 

same  as  at  present.  Each  man  by  law 

was  to  be  personally  ''warned  out,"  ne- 
cessitating more  than  a  hundred  miles 

travel  by  those  designated  for  that  duty 

and  largely  through  an  unbroken  for- 
est.   The  point  designated  for  the  meet- 

ing was  the  ancient  Cross-roads,  now 
VVestfield,  at  the  log  tavern  of  Mrs. 

Perry,  formerly  Mrs.  AlcIkMir\-,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  creek  near  tlie  monu- 

mental stone  now  standing  there.  This 
was  in  May.  The  ])arade  ground  was  a 
field  west  of  the  corners  and  was  well 

covered  with  stum])s  and  lo^-s,  though 
a  very  strenuous  effort  had  1)een  made 
to  clear  the  grounds  of  logs,  tlie  stumi)s 
offering  a  resistance  that  was  a  little  too 
much  for  even  an  old  settler.  The 

Cross-roads  was  then  the  hul)  of  the 

county,  while  Jamestown  was  several 
miles  down  the  creek  and  Fredonia  was 

well  scattered  over  a  wilderness  territory 
of  considerable  extent.  There  was  a 

general  attendance,  hardly  a  man  liable 
to  do  military  duty  in  the  county  was 
absent.  Under  the  direction  of  a  Major 
of  some  regiment  east  of  Buffalo,  whose 
name  my  informant  had  forgotten,  the 

company  was  legally  formed  with  nine- 
ty men  and  a  full  set  of  officers.  I  re- 

gret that  I  cannot  fully  officer  this  com- 
pany. The  names  of  some  of  the  officers 

were  not  distinctly  remembered,  though 

it  was  the  opinion  of  the  late  David 
Eaton  of  Portland,  who  was  present 
and  was  elected  a  Sergeant,  that  the 

first  Captain  w^as  William  Prendergast 
of  Mayville  who  was  already  a  Captain 
of  a  company  in  the  Niagara  Militia. 
He  was  for  the  time  being  a  medical 
student  with  an  uncle  in  Canada,  1)ut 

returned  to  this  county  for  permanent 
residence  in  t8ii.  He  was  a  young  man 

and  an  accomplished  officer.  He  was 
made  a  ]\Iajor  probably  in  the  fall  of 

1812  or  the  spring  of  181 3.  Young's 
History  of  the  County  says  that  John 
McMahan  was  the  first  Caj^tain  of  this 

comi)an\-,  but  it  is  well  known  tliat  John 
McMahan  was  made  a  Major  in  a  regi- 

ment outside  of  the  county  in  1807  and 
it  is  not  known  that  he  was  ever  reduced 

in  grade — there  seems  to  be  little  doubt 

in  regard  to  this.  I  am  sorry  that  offi- 
cial records  furnish  no  facts  in  regard 
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to  the  formation  of  this  first  company. 

Major  Prendergast  was  specially  effi- 
cient as  an  officer  at  the  Battle  of  Black- 

Rock  later  on,  and  was  a  conspicuous 

target  for  British  soldiers  on  account  of 
the  white  horse  that  he  rode,  but  though 
his  clothing  was  literally  riddled  by 
bullets  he  was  not  wounded.  He  was 

made  Lieutenant  Colonel  March  22, 
1816. 

The  First  Lieutenant  of  this  com- 

pany it  seems  certain  was  James  Atkins. 
The  facts  in  regard  to  the  election  of 

the  second  officer  of  this  company  I  ob- 
tained from  the  late  Colonel  William 

Bell  of  Westfield,  a  year  or  two  before 
his  death.  Lieutenant  Atkins  was  a 

merchant  recently  settled  in  town  and 
a  very  popular  man.  However,  he  very 

soon  dropped  out  of  military  affairs — 
he  was  not  a  military  man.  James  Mc- 
Mahan  was  the  Second  Lieutenant  and 

rose  by  regular  grade  to  the  command 
of  a  regiment.  The  ensign  has  fairly 
escaped  this  bit  of  notoriety.  David 

Eaton  was  elected  a  Sergeant,  and  Jos- 
eph Thayer  a  Fifer.  This  is  the  best  it 

seems  possible  to  do  as  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  first  military  company  for 

the  county.  The  reason  there  is  so 

much  uncertainty  in  regard  to  the  mat- 
ter comes  from  the  fact  that  there  is 

no  record  to  be  found  with  reference 

to  it.  A  letter  from  the  Adjutant  Gen- 

eral's office  some  months  ago  says  that 
no  scrap  of  evidence  exists  in  that 
office  in  regard  to  this  earlv  military 
move  in  Chautauqua  County,  and  in  a 

later  communication  gii^es  as  a  reason 
for  this  that  all  military  records  up  to 
i8t2  were  sent  to  Washington  and  have 
never  been  returned  and  that  they  were 
destroyed  by  fire  when  the  Capitol  was 
burned  in  1814. 

John  McMahan  was  made  a  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  in  1809  or  1810.  James 

McMahan  was  made  a  Captain  in  the 
fall  of  1809  or  the  spring  of  1810  and 
David  Eaton  a  First  Lieutenant  at  the 

same  date.  John  McMahan  was  made 
a  Colonel  in  the  spring  of  1814  and  was 
Lieutenant  Colonel  to  that  date,  and 

was  made  a  Brigadier  General  March 
22,  1816.  James  McMahan  was  made  a 

Major  on  April  6th,  181 5,  and  a  Colonel 

in  1816.  J 

Of  this  first  company  John  and  James 
McMahan  were  decidedly  competent 
officers  and  discharged  well  every  duty 
that  came  to  them.  Lieutenant  Eaton 

in  speaking  of  the  men  of  this  first  com- 

pany said :  "They  came  to  the  meeting 
on  horseback  or  on  foot,  mostly  on  foot, 
over  the  few  almost  impassable  roads, 

and  many  of  them  through  the  forest 
with  no  roads  at  all.  Most  of  them 

appeared  in  the  homespun  of  the  early 
settler,  with  hats,  boots  or  shoes  that 
served  them  in  tasks  ol  every  day  life, 

or  with  such  boots  or  shoes  only  as  na- 
ture provided,  and  with  a  musket  that 

came  down  to  them  from  their  Revolu- 

tionary sires,  possibly  a  rifle,  one  or 
more  of  a  very  early  date,  or  a  huge 
staff,  the  nearest  to  a  weapon  that  they 

possessed,  and  a  hat  of  straw  of  home- 
make. 

Notwithstanding  this  singular  display, 

a  specimen  of  which  you  see  before  you 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Curtice, 

there  was  a  large  degree  of  military 
pride  that  manifested  itself  in  every 
movement.  Every  settler  was  a  soldier, 

in  fact,  and  a  patriot  from  the  com- 
manding offfcer  down.  In  connection 

with  this  display  the  modern  soldier 
is  also  present  under  the  command  of 

Captain  Fenton.  These  are  typical  rep- 
resentatives of  1808  and  1902.  The 

comparison  I  believe  will  hold  good  in 

all  senses  except  as  to  moral  worth. 

That  is  a  quality  that  lives  in  the  heart 

of  every  true  soldier  and  lover  of  his 

country  and  home,  then  as  now. 

So  scattered  were  the  settlers  that  for 

the  next  two  years  drills  were  ordered 

to  be  held  by  squads  or  battaHons  after 
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the  second  meeting  which  was  held  at 

the  Cross-roads  within  a  few  days  after 
the  formation  of  the  company.  The 

squad  meetings  were  held  at  the  Cross- 
roads, Bemus  Point  and  Canadaway  in 

1809;  one  at  Mayville  in  1810  and  one 
or  two  at  other  points,  but  these  drills 

were  not  satisfactory  to  regimental  offi- 
cers and  on  consultation,  in  181 1,  Lieu- 

tenant Colonel  John  McMahan  issued  an 
order  for  a  regimental  muster  to  be  held 
within  the  present  Town  of  Portland,  on 

the  farm  of  Captain  Dunn,  the  first  set- 
tler of  the  town.  The  population  had 

very  largely  increased  and  the  number 

of  settlers  liable  to  do  miUtary  duty  had 
increased  to  about  four  hundred  men, 

and  instead  of  a  single  company  to 

which  I  called  your  attention,  four  com- 
panies appeared,  very  nearly  or  quite 

full  and  fully  officered. 
The  meeting  took  place  in  Octo1)er 

and  the  field  is  still  pointed  out,  and  is 
now  covered  with  vines  of  the  Concord 

and  Niagara  grapes. 
The  gathering  was  accompanied  by 

all  the  insignia  and  trappings  of  wear 

capable  of  being  gathered  together,  with 

the  usual  accompaniment  also  of  ped- 

dlers' carts  and  stalls,  ginger  bread 
venders,  retailers  of  cherry  brandies  and 

a  large  sprinkling  of  young  America — 
genuine  growths  from  the  forests  and 
fallows  of  Chautauqua  County.  It  was 
an  epoch  in  the  military  afTairs  of  the 
county  and  Portland  especially  as  that 
town  had  the  honor  of  the  first  military 

review  of  the  kind  in  the  county,  though 
Portland  as  now  seen  was  not  a  town 

until  1829. 

If  I  had  time  I  should  be  pleased  to 
review  a  hundred  things  in  connection 

with  the  early  effort  at  display  of  mili- 
tary affairs  as  they  were  given  to  me, 

but  must  leave  that  for  the  present. 
Of  the  formation  of  these  companies 

and  their  officers  I  am  not  able  to  speak, 

for  reasons  already  given — lack  of  rec- 
ords. 

The  War  of  1812. 

June  i8th,  1812,  war  was  declared  with 
England  and  from  the  security  of  the 
home  parade  the  setders  were  intro- 

duced to  the  scenes,  dangers  and  hor- 
rors of  actual  military  strife.  I  will  not 

now  refer  to  the  causes  of  the  war,  but 

briefly,  as  I  must,  to  the  part  this  coun- 
ty had  in  the  fearful  strife.  The  causes 

of  the  war  are  well  known,  and  have 

long  since  passed  into  history. 
I  have  spoken  of  the  formation  of  the. 

first  military  company  in  the  county  and 
the  first  military  muster.  Four  military 
companies  had  thus  far  been  formed 
under  the  provisionary  laws  of  the  state, 
and  but  a  few  months  previous  to  the 
first  general  muster  had  been  formed 

into  a  regiment  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  McMahan  and 

numbered  one  hundred  sixty-two.  Early 

in  June  of  1812  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mc- 
Mahan received  an  order  from  Govern- 

or Tompkins  to  detach  from  his  regi- 
ment a  full  company  to  consist  of  one 

Captain,  one  Lieutenant,  one  Ensign, 
four  Sergeants,  four  Corporals,  one 
Drummer,  one  Fifer  and  one  hundred 

Privates.  Colonel  McMahan  immedi- 

ately issued  an  order  calling  the  officers 

of  the  regiment  together  at  Dunn's 
Tavern  in  the  Town  of  Portland,  the 

great  rallying  point  for  most  military 
gatherings  of  the  day.  After  an  address 
from  a  large  stump  as  a  rostrum,  he 
read  the  order  for  the  call,  which  was 

for  a  draft,  and  he  expiessed  the  hope 

that  the  whole  number  would  be  ob- 
tained without  resort  to  extreme  meas- 

ures— the  idea  of  a  draft  being  extreme- 
ly repulsive  to  freemen.  War  was  not 

yet  declared,  but  the  Government  was 
desirous  that  an  army  should  be  readv 
to  take  the  field  when  an  edict  to  that 

effect  should  be  finally  pronounced  by 

Congress.  In  calling  for  volunteer  offi- 
cers Jehial  Aloore  of  Forestville,  Lieu- 

tenant David  Eaton  of  Portland  and 

Ensign  Burritt  of  Canada v\^ay,  now  Fre- 
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donia,  offered  their  services.    An  order 

was  at  once  issued  for  one  battalion  to 

meet  at  Mayville,  and  one  at  Canada- 

way  on  a  certain  day  to  ''beat  up"  for 
volunteers.    On  the  day  of  the  meeting 

the  whole  number  assigned  to  each  bat- 

talion ''turned  out"  and  within  a  few 

days  the  ranks  were  filled.    Very  soon 
news    came   that    war   was  declared. 

Scarcely  had  the  minds  of  the  settlers 
become  familiarized  with  the  fact  when 

Captain  Moore  was  ordered  to  call  out 

his  company  and  march  to  Lewiston  and 

join  the  Eighteenth  Regiment  of  de- 
tached militia  under  the  command  of 

Colonel  Hugh  W.  Dobbin  of  Geneva. 

A  part  of  this  company  was  assembled 
at  the  Cross-roads,  now  Westfield,  and 

the  balance  at  Canadaway,  now  Fre- 
donia.    After  the  two  parts  of  the  com- 

pany were  united  at  Fredonia  and  roll 
call  was  made  it  was  found  that  every 

man  was  present,  one  hundred  thirteen 

in  all.    They  reached  Lewiston  on  the 

9th  of  July  but  from  difficulties  and  de- 
lays, which  I  need  not  mention,  and  not 

until  the  13th  of  October  was  a  descent 

upon  Canada  deemed  advisable.  The 
Battle    of    Queenstown    Heights  was 
fought  on  that  date  by  the  volunteers  of 
the  American  army  under  General  Van 

Rensselaer.    In  this  action  the  Chau- 
tauqua men  were  engaged  and  largely  to 

their  credit,  not  one  of  them  refusing  to 

volunteer  for  the  movement.   The  ques- 
tion had  been  raised  as  to  the  power 

of  the  United  States  to  remove  state 

troops  to  foreign  soil,  the  men  not  yet 
having  been  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service,  and  about  twelve  hundred 
to  fifteen  hundred  refused  to  cross  the 

river,  falling  back  upon  their  supposed 

constitutional  rights.     These  men  re- 
mained idle  spectators  of  the  bloody  strife. 

The  constitutional  question  had  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  the  militia  for  sev- 
eral days,  especially  the  regiment  of 

Colonel  Dobbin  to  which  the  Chautau- 

qua men  belonged  and  it  was  found  that 

no  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  regiment,  many 

of  them  being  outspoken  in  their  oppo- 
sition to  the  movement.    The  outlook 

was  decidedly  unfavorable  for  an  attack 

upon  the  enemy's  works  on  the  heights 
and  the  Eighteenth  was  liable  to  be 

placed  in  the  same  class.    To  test  the 

matter  as  to  the  Eighteenth  Major  Mor- 

rison of  Niagara  who  was  then  in  com- 
mand, Colonel  Dobbin  being  away,  or- 

dered the  regiment  to  be  paraded  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  battle,  in  fact 

before   light,   when   he   proceeded  to 
make  a  flaming  address  in  which  he 

sought  to  inspire  them  with  enthusiasm 
and  zeal  and  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
whole  regiment  would  volunteer  for  the 
enterprise  and  show  their  devotion  to 
their  country  and  their  willingness  to 
defend  its  honor ;  that  they  would  not 
falter  in  the  hour  of  danger,  but  be  true 

to   the   principles   of   patriotism  that 
should  and  did  inspire  every  loyal  heart. 
He  did  not  ask  them  to  jeopardize  their 
lives    unnecessarily,    but    hoped  they 

would  go  as  far  as  he  did  and  he  would 
ask  them  to  go  no  farther.    All  those 
willing  to  volunteer  in  the  enterprise 
against  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  were  requested  to  advance 

eight  paces,  and  with  the  exception  of 

fifty  or  sixty  the  whole  regiment  ad- 
vanced and  formed  a  new  line.  The 

fifty  or  sixty  who  refused  to  advance 
were  formed  into  a  company  under  a 
Lieutenant,  one  of  their  own  number, 

and  called  the  "Coward  Company,"  and 
became  a  part,  as  to  members,  of  the 

"Sticklers  Brigade,"  or  those  claiming 
immunity  from  duty  on  account  of  con- 

stitutional scruples.     The  Chautauqua 

Company  as  far  as  known  all  volun- 
teered and  were  among  the  first  troops 

to  embark,  and  among  the  first  to  land 

on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  That  a  por- 
tion of  the  Chautauqua  men  were  the 

first  to  scale  the  heights  is  true,  and 
Captain  Moore  was  the  first  to  set  foot 
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527 on  the  field.  Through  the  day  the  Chau- 
tauqua men  were  noted  for  their  brav- 

ery and  daring  and  in  common  with  all 
engaged  did  all  that  men  could  do  under 

like  circumstances  and  in  the  end  only 

yielded  to  superior  numbers  !  Three  sev- 
eral times  were  the  Americans  victorious, 

but  as  often  were  the  British  reinforced 

from  sources  supposed  depleted  for  sec- 
tions in  the  west,  and  the  Americans 

forced  to  retire  and  finally  to  surender. 
While  speaking  of  the  daring  and  dash 

of  officers  and  men  and  their  profes- 

sions, allow  me  to  refer  to  a  single  in- 
stance that  shows  of  what  material  hu- 

man courage  is  made.  While  passing 
over  the  river  in  the  early  morning,  and 
while  halting  for  a  moment  under  the 

bank,  the  inquiry  went  quietly  around, 

"Where  is  Major  Morrison?  Who  has 

seen  Major  Marrison  !"  and  through  the 
day,  notwithstanding  their  fearful  sur- 

roundings, some  stentorian  voice  of  the 
Eighteenth  might  occasionally  be  heard 

calling  out,  "Where  is  Major  Morri- 
son?" The  Major  was  not  to  be  found 

and  was  not  seen  on  the  west  side  of  the 

river  that  day,  and  not  until  night  was 
closing  in  did  he  make  his  appearance. 

His  patriotism  very  suddenly  ran  out 
at  the  moment  of  embarcation ;  but  the 

cowardly  Lieutenant  who  had  been  left 

in  command  of  the  "Coward  Company" 
seeing  the  peril  of  his  countrymen  on 

the  other  side  of  the  river,  seized  a  mus- 
ket, passed  over  and  fought  bravely  to 

the  close.  But  he  went  alone,  not  a 

soul  of  the  "Sticklers  Brigade,"  fifteen 
hundred  strong,  could  he  induce  to  fol- 
low. 

In  this  battle  sixty  of  the  Americans 

were  killed  and  seven  hundred  were  ta- 
ken prisoners.  Three  only  of  the 

Chautauqua  men  were  killed,  Nathaniel 
Owen  of  Villenova,  Daniel  Spencer  of 
Charlotte  and  Ira  Stevens,  and  one,  a 

Mr.  Winsor,  died  of  his  wounds.  Lieu- 
tenant David  Eaton,  Alpheus  ̂ Iclntyre. 

Erastus  Taylor  and  Alexander  Kelly 

were  wounded;  Lieut,  h^aton  1)y  a  ball 
through  his  wrist,  l)ut  he  1)()un(l  it  with 
his  handkerchief  and  refused  to  leave 

the  field  until  ordered  to  do  so  1)y  his 
commanding  officer.  The  wounded,  be- 

side Lieutenant  h^aton,  after  remaining 
in  the  Hospital  at  Lewiston  two  months 
were  taken  by  friends  to  their  homes  in 
the  central  ])art  of  the  state,  l)nt  did  not 
return  to  their  own  homes  in  this  Coun- 

ty for  three  years.  Jared  Taylor  and 
John  Ingersoll  were  taken  prisoners 
but  paroled  the  next  day.  The  militia 
were  paroled  but  the  majority  of  the 
prisoners  were  taken  to  Montreal.  The 

terms  of  the  Chautauc|ua  men  having 
expired  they  returned  to  their  homes. 
This  was  not  a  favorable  showing  for 

the  first  campaign  on  the  Niagara  fron- 
tier. It  was  not  the  work  of  trained 

men,  it  was  the  hurry  and  dash  of 
American  freemen.  I  have  a  habit  that 
has  come  down  with  me  from  bovhood 

of  studying  the  features  of  every  battle 
of  which  I  read  and  noting  the  various 
factors  that  make  for  success  or  other- 

wise, but  I  could  never  analyze  the  Bat- 
tle of  Queenstown.  The  elements  of 

success  were  absolutely  wanting  with 

but  one  thing,  bravery  and  dash.  Brav- 
ery and  dash  are  necessary,  but  what 

is  gained  should  be  secured.  In  this 
case  there  was  no  ef¥ort  made  to  secure 
the  means  of  a  safe  retreat  even.  The 
boatmen  were  allowed  to  wander  at  will 

from  their  duty  until  they  became  im- 
bued to  a  large  extent  with  the  half 

disloyal  spirit  of  the  "Cow^artl  Com- 
pany," and  the  large  company  of  "Stick- 

lers" for  constitutional  rights  had  con- 
veyed themselves  and  their  1)oats  to  a 

safe  distance.  Otherwise  the  seven 

hundred  men  taken  prisoners  wo-uld 

have  been  saved  to  the  army — the}-  had 
been  placed  where  retreat  was  not  pos- 

sible, a  precipice  on  one  hand  and  an 

army  of  three  times  their  own  num- 
ber in  front.  That  the  issue  of  the  bat- 
tle would  have  been  different  if  the 
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whole  army  had  crossed  the  river  is  not 

doubted  though  the  British  were  rein- 

forced three  several  times  by  eight  hun- 
dred men,  twice  by  regulars  and  once 

by  eight  hundred  Indians.  But  perhaps 

it  is  not  the  province  of  a  civiHan  to  crit- 
icize the  acts  of  military  men. 

From  this,  calls  were  made  for  men 

from  the  Chautauqua  Regiment  from 
time  to  time  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  seemed  to  demand,  and  each 

call  was  promptly  met,  except  in  a  sin- 
gle instance  to  which  I  will  refer  later 

on. 

The  next  call  was  made  very  soon 

after  the  Battle  of  Queenstown,  for  fill- 
ing the  ranks  of  the  armv  so  fearfully 

depleted  as  we  have  seen  and  for  the 

purpose  of  making  another  attempt  that 

fall  at  an  invasion  of  Canada.  This  ef- 
fort was  to  be  made  under  the  com- 

mand of  Brigadier  General  Smythe  of 

the  Regular  Army.  An  army  of  forty- 
five  hundred  men  were  collected  at  Buf- 

falo and  prepartions  were  hurried  to 

completion  before  the  setting  in  of  win- 

ter and  the  army  were  ready  for  em- 
barkation by  the  30th  of  November. 

Chautauqua  had  sent  one  hundred 

men  under  the  command  of  Captain  Je- 
hial  Moore,  and  it  was  said  that  the  men 
of  the  whole  army  were  highly  elated 

at  the  prospect  of  active  work  and 
moved  with  alacrity.  On  that  day,  the 

30th,  the  boats  were  moored  along  the 
river  and  all  things  seemed  to  presage 
a  successful  forward  movement.  But 

when  all  was  ready  an  order  came  for 
the  men  to  disembark  as  the  project  had 
been  given  up  for  the  season.  It  was 
said  by  those  present  that  a  murmur  of 
disappointment  and  disgust  even,  went 

through  the  army,  a  murmur  that  seem- 
ed like  the  loud  mutterings  of  an  ap- 

proaching cyclone.  The  ef¥ect  upon  the 
men  was  fearful,  yet  they  obeyed  the 
order  with  sullen  countenances.  Many 
of  the  Chautauqua  men  in  command 

with  others  it  is  said,  "threw  down  their 

arms  and  returned  to  their  homes." 
General  Porter  criticized  General 

Smythe  very  sharply  for  this  failure, 

charging  him  with  "cowardice  and  un- 
ofhcer-like  conduct."  It  was  the  more 
humiliating  to  General  Smythe,  as  he 
like  Major  Morrison  at  Lewiston  had 
issued  a  flaming  address  to  the  soldiers 

on  that  morning,  calling  upon  them  in 
the  most  earnest  and  patriotic  language 

to  retrieve  the  lost  fortunes  at  Queens- 
town  and  saved  their  families  from  the 

murderous  weapons  of  the  Indians. 

Eastman's  History  of  the  State  furnishes 
us  with  another  reason  for  this  failure 

beside  the  one  usually  given — the  in- 

competency of  the  commanding  Gener- 
al. He  says  that  the  reason  for  this 

failure  occurred  from  the  same  cause 

as  the  failure  at  Queenstown,  "a  refusal 
of  the  militia  to  cross  the  lines."  If  this 
be  true  there  is  at  least  a  shadow  of 
excuse  for  his  order  for  disembarkation. 

It  is  true  that  two  hundred  men  were  left 

at  the  point  of  embarkation, but  for  what 

purpose  has  not  been  to  me  quite  clear. 
The  excuse  has  been  given  th^at  they 

were  left  to  "guard  supplies,"  but  the 
thought  now  seems  to  be  that  they  were 

left  to  guard  supplies  because  they 
would  go  no  farther. 

Those  of  the  troops  that  did  not  leave 
for  home  went  into  winter  quarters. 

As  we  see  it,  this  was  another  unfor- 
tunate failure,  at  all  events  it  was  an- 

other mark  of  discredit  for  the  Niagara 
frontier  soldiers. 

No  further  calls  were  made  upon 

Chautauqua  County  for  men  until  early 
in  December,  181 3,  when  the  call  was 
for  the  entire  regiment  of  four  hundred 

men,  but  two  hundred,  however,  re- 
sponded. Buffalo  was  thought  to  be  in 

danger,  in  fact  the  entire  eastern  shore 
of  the  Niagara  from  Lake  Ontario  to 
Lake  Erie  and  the  southern  shore  of 

Lake  Erie  westward.  There  was  good 
reason  for  these  alarms  from  the  fact 

of  the  wanton  burning  of  the  Village 
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of  Newark  near  the  month  of  the  river 

by  order  of  the  American  General  Mc- 
Ckire  and  other  nnnecessary  severities 
and  a  retahation  might  with  reason  be 

expected.  The  Chantanqna  men  were 

to  meet  at  the  Cross-roads,  now  West- 
field,  and  march  to  Buffalo  under  the 

command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  John 

McMahan.  William  Prendergast,  Cap- 
tain of  the  first  company  formed  in  the 

county  and  Isaac  Barnes  were  Majors 

in  this  expedition.  The  commanding- 
officer  at  Buffalo  was  General  Hall. 

The  season  was  very  inclement  and 

the  men  suffered  severely.  They  were 
without  blankets,  except  now  and  then 
one  brought  from  their  homes ;  were 

without  tents,  rations,  camp  equipage 
or  transportation,  in  fact  had  little  for 
their  comfort  or  necessities  even.  Their 

families  were,  many  of  them,  left  with- 
out a  male  adult,  or  any  one  but  the 

women  to  cut  their  firewood  and  browse 
the  cattle. 

In  the  march  to  Buffalo  they  were  di- 
vided into  four  companies  and  officered 

as  I  will  state  later  on,  beside  a  company 
of  Silver  Grays  in  which  many  of  the 
Chautauqua  men  were  placed.  On  the 
night  of  the  30th  of  December  they  were 

paraded  in  front  of  Pomeroy's  Tavern, 
in  Buffalo,  where  they  remained  the  en- 

tire night,  expecting  every  moment  an 
order  to  move.  Of  the  Battle  of  Black 

Rock  on  the  30th  and  the  burning  of 

Buffalo  on  the  31st,  I  will  not  particular- 
ize. The  affair  left  the  army  in  a  sad 

condition.  Two  hundred  of  the  Chau- 

tauqua men  were  there,  and  a  good  de- 
gree of  enthusiasm  existed  among  them 

until  the  march  from  Buffalo  to  Black 

Rock  on  the  day  of  battle.  General 
Hall  had  been  at  the  front  during  early 

morning  directing  the  movements  of  the 
troops,  but  later  on.  was  returning  with 
his  staff  to  Buffalo  as  the  Chautauc|ua 

Regiment  was  on  its  way  to  the  scene 
of  action.  The  regiment  was  halted  and 
the  General  and  Colonel  McMahan  in 

an  undertone  held  a  consultation,  which 
of  course  was  not  understood  bv  the 

men,  but  on  leaving  ihc  (ieneral  said 
sufficiently  loud  to  l)c  heard  l)y  the  whole 

regiment,  "Colonel,  do  your  duty,  but 
if  you  must  retreat,  the  rendezvous  is  at 

Miller's."  This  imi)()rtant  si)eech  of 
General  Hall,  witli  his  hurried  move- 

ment away  from  the  scene  of  confiict, 
lost  him  the  confidence  of  tlie  Chautau- 

qua men.  It  was  said  in  a  tone  that  was 
evidence  to  them  that  the  contest  was 

hopeless,  their  enthusiasm  went  out  at 

once  and  they  moved  on  mechanically 
rather  than  with  zeal  and  ardor.  They 
were  posted  in  the  rear  of  a  battery,  but 
as  in  the  case  of  those  ])receding  them 
they  were  soon  routed  and  Wvd  to  the 
woods  in  the  rear  of  the  l)attery,  where 
some  of  them  were  killed  and  scalped  hy 

the  Indians,  who  occupied  the  forest  for 
a  mile  or  two  on  the  north  and  east.  Of 

the  Battle  of  Black  Rock  ])articipants 
have  said  to  me  that  there  was  little 

militarv  knowledge  or  skill  manifest  on 
the  part  of  the  commanding  officer,  and 
that  the  Americans  were  marched  to  the 

conflict  in  squads  of  a  few  hundred  and 
were  absolutely  beaten  in  detail.  I  have 
no  heart  to  write  of  these  details.  Large 
numbers  of  the  Americans  were  killed, 

eighty-nine  being  collected  and  buried 
in  one  grave,  while  others  lay  exposed 

upon  the  ground  through  the  winter  and 
were  buried  in  the  s]:)ring.  A  good  manv 
however  were  exhumed  in  the  spring  and 

removed  1)y  friends.  It  was  a  fearful 
winter.  It  was  said  that  the  Chautauqua 

troops  l^ehaved  admira1:)lv  until  over- 
come by  over-whelming  nuni])ers,  1)ut 

the  l)ritish  advanced  with  little  oppo- 
sition and  the  next  day  1:>urned  the  Mi- 

lage of  lUiffalo  and  destroxed  the  log 

(juarters  of  the  American  troops,  leav- 
ing most  of  them  without  a  shelter  of  any 

kind  whatever.  A  large  pro])ortion  of 

the  Chautauqua  men  returned  to  their 
homes,  some  of  them  on  furlough,  but 
most  of  them  without  leave.    Those  of 
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them  without  leave  did  not  return,  but 

those  on  furlough,  as  far  as  known  hon- 

ored their  engagement  and  at  the  speci- 
fied time  were  on  duty.  A  few  were 

quartered  at  Miller's  Tavern,  two  miles 
east  of  BufYalo  for  several  weeks.  Those 
of  them  that  did  not  return  stand  checked 

on  the  rolls  today  as  deserters  and  I 

am  sorry  to  say  that  very  few  stand 
thus  checked  but  those  of  Colonel  Mc- 

Mahan's  Regiment.  This  is  a  sorry  rec- 
ord. I  regret  this  record  after  what  I 

have  said  in  their  favor,  but  the  govern- 
ment never  made  an  attempt  to  call  them 

to  account,  and  no  opportunity  was  af- 
forded them  to  clear  themselves  of  the 

just,  yet  unjust  imputation.  It  all  came 

about  from  two  facts,  the  very  easy  de- 
feat of  raw  and  undisciplined  troops  by 

veteran  soldiers  and  the  incompetency 
of  the  commanding  officers.  There  were 
reasons  too  for  the  desertions  that  took 

place,  if  we  ought  to  call  them  deser- 
tions. After  the  burning  of  Buffalo,  the 

defeat,  disorganization  and  dispersion  of 
the  army,  unorganized  squads  roamed 
at  will.  There  was  hardly  an  organized 
squad  to  be  seen  for  two  days.  It  was 
extremely  cold  and  the  Chautauqua  men 
had  none  of  the  comforts  of  the  com- 

mon soldier — not  a  house  or  tent  in  town 

for  them,  they  could  not  procure  food 
or  lodging ;  when  night  came  they  ate  a 
crust  if  they  had  one,  wrapped  about 
them  a  blanket  if  they  had  that,  brought 
from  home,  as  a  few  of  them  had  done, 
lay  down  in  the  snow  or  on  the  frozen 
ground,  with  the  keen  blasts  from  the 

lake  sweeping  over  them.  If  they  had 
no  blanket,  as  many  of  them  had  none, 
they  lay  down  without  one,  but  their 

sleep  was  light  and  their  naps  short. 
Action  was  necessary  or  death  was  as 
certain  as  the  bullet  or  the  tomahawk 

of  the  enemy.  There  was  not  an  ene- 
my in  sight,  or  on  this  side  of  the  Nia- 

gara and  the  Chautauqua  men  went 
home  because  they  were  obliged  to  do 
so.    They  went  openly  and  boldly  with 

the  knowledge  of  their  officers,  without 
their  consent  to  be  sure,  and  without 

their  opposition.  These  men  knew  of 

the  sufferings  of  their  families  in  the  for- 
ests of  Chautauqua  fifty  miles  away,  and 

in  many  cases  felt  that  their  presence 

was  necessary  to  save  them  from  starva- 
tion. No  British  soldiers  at  any  time 

came  far  west  of  Buffalo,  or  a  hostile 

Indian  disturbed  a  Chautauqua  settler ; 

yet  stories  of  burning  buildings,  massa- 
cres by  British  soldiers  and  Indians  were 

everywhere  and  a  perfect  panic  over  the 

lake  region  from  Buffalo  to  Erie  seemed 

equal  to  a  reality.  I  have  had  some  ex- 
citing revelations  by  returning  soldiers, 

made  to  me  in  after  years,  and  some  of 
them  would  have  been  a  little  amusing 

had  it  not  been  for  the  horrifying  re- 
ports with  which  the  settlers  had  been 

furnished.  Westfield  was  not  exempt 
from  the  influence  of  the  excitement. 

One  of  my  informants,  then  a  young 
man  and  living  on  the  east  border  of  this 

town,  in  writing  of  the  matter,  said: 

"Our  militia  and  some  of  our  neighbors 
had  gone  to  Black  Rock  to  face  the 

enemy,  when  we  were  very  much  fright- 
ened by  the  report  of  a  messenger  that 

Buffalo  was  burned  and  all  our  militia 

were  shot  or  taken  prisoners,  and  that 
the  British  and  Indians  were  marching 

west,  destroying  people  and  property, 
all  that  came  in  their  way.  As  may 

well  be  supposed  in  our  thinly  settled 

county,  there  was  a  sensation.  Old  Mr. 
Haines  and  his  son  were  in  the  war,  and 

the  rest  of  the  family  left  their  home 

and  joined  our  family,  and  there  we 

were  laying  plans  how  to  do  in  case 

of  necessity.  Some  said,  'go  to  the 
mountains,'  as  the  hills  were  then  called, 
and  every  one  had  their  plan  of  action. 
Reports  were  conflicting,  and  there  was 
but  little  sleep  or  rest  for  two  days.  On 

the  third  day  about  nine  o'clock  in  the 
evening  we  were  all  up  and  wide  awake 
as  usual,  old  Mr.  Haines  came  to  our 
door  and  called  for  admittance,  and  he 
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was  welcomed  as  he  had  never  been  be- 

fore. The  panic  was  auieted,  the  pres- 
ence of  the  old  man  was  like  oil  upon 

troubled  waters.  As  it  proved  com- 
paratively few  of  the  Chautauqua  men 

were  killed  or  hurt.  There  was  a  greal 
letting  down  of  the  excitement  of  the 

past  few  days."  But  I  will  return  for  a 
few  moments  to  the  idea  I  had  in  mind, 

the  desertion  of  the  Chautauqua  men 
from  the  ranks  of  the  One  Hundred 

Sixty-second  or  Chautauqua  Regiment. 
I  have  yet  to  learn  that  anyone,  not 
even  their  ofTficers,  with  the  exceptions 
of  their  commanding  General,  blamed 
them  then,  has  blamed  them  since  and 

we  will  not  blame  them  today.  I  have 
heard  heart  rending  stories  of  privation 
and  suffering  of  some  of  the  families  of 

soldiers  from  Portland,  given  me  by  old 
ladies  who  were  young  matrons  then, 
but  the  ladies  before  me  must  imagine 

if  they  can  as  to  this,  it  seems  almost 
beyond  belief. 

But  the  Chautauqua  men  in  fact  did 
not  bear  the  odium  of  desertion  alone. 

Lieutenant  Eaton  said  to  me  that  very 

many  of  the  soldiers  from  east  of  Buf- 
falo, Ontario  and  other  counties  left  as 

speedily  for  home  as  the  Chautauqua 
men,  but  escaped  the  recorded  odium 
from  the  fact,  as  he  believed,  that  they 
came  to  the  front  late  and  had  not  yet 
been  mustered  into  the  United  States 

service,  the  muster  roll  being  returned 

as  clean  or  nearly  so,  as  when  sent  for- 
ward. The  Chautauqua  men  were 

promptly  on  the  ground  and  as  promptly 
mustered  in.  I  am  pleased  to  be  able 
to  furnish  a  circumstance  just  here  that 

in  the  best  sense  corroborates  the  opin- 
ion of  Lieutenant  Eaton.  I  take  it  from 

the  ''Recollections  of  the  War  of  1812" 

by  an  old  veteran.    'T  joined  a  company 
at  Monroe  County.  We  were 
slow  in  starting  for  Buffalo,  though  we 
were  ordered  to  move  at  double  quick. 
At  that  we  failed  to  be  in  at  the  Battle 

of  Black  Rock  and  only  arrived  after  the 

rout  and  the  army  was  on  the  run.  There 
was  no  time  for  formation,  and  we  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  run  with  the  rest. 

We  were  in  no  service  and  directly  re- 

turned home." 
The  Chautau(|ua  men  were  singnk'irlv 

unfortunate  as  regards  their  rei)ula- 
tion  as  soldiers  after  the  Ilattle  of 

Oueenstown  Heights,  and  the  invasion 
of  Canada  under  (leneral  I>rown  and  un- 

der Generals  Scott  and  Ripley,  not  only 
as  to  the  charge  of  desertion,  but  as 
to  their  lirmness  and  courage,  on  the 
field. 

In  the  report"  of  the  FUittle  of  IHack 
Rock  by  General  Hall  he  complained 
bitterly  of  the  Chautauqua  Regiment 

being  so  easily  routed,  and  thought  if 
they  had  manifested  greater  firnmess 
and  maintained  their  position  as  he 

thought  they  might,  the  issue  of  the  day 
would  have  been  different ;  but  does  not 

say  a  word  as  to  the  fact  of  trained  sold- 
iers on  the  part  of  the  op])osing  force 

and  as  to  the  raw  recruits  on  the  other, 

not  many  days  from  their  homes,  or  his 
own  imprudent  speech  on  the  way  from 
Buffalo  to  Black  Rock  on  the  day  of  the 
battle  as  I  have  stated.  It  is  true  that 

the  war  on  the  Niagara  Frontier  up  to 
the  unfortunate  issue  of  the  Battle  of 

Black  Rock  and  the  burning  of  Buffalo, 
was  not  as  a  whole  credita1:)le  to  the 
American  Arms.  As  I  have  mentioned, 

two  things  contri1)uted  to  this  very 

largely,  raw  troops  and  incompetent 

general  officers. 
A  word  further  in  regard  to  the  panic 

after  the  Battle  of  lUack  Rock  and  the 

burning  of  Buffalo,  which  will  redeem 

my  ])romise  as  to  the  failure  of  our 
county  to  fill  its  quota  of  the  call  for  the 

entire  regiment  at  that  time — in  no 
other  instance  did  they  fail.  The  Chau- 

tauqua regiment  at  that  time,  Decem- 
ber, 181 3,  was  com])osed  of  about  four 

hundred  effective  men  and  but  two  hun- 
dred responded.  The  Indians  on  our 

eastern  border,  though  professing  to  be 
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friendly,  from  circumstances  it  was  feared 
were  not  so  in  fact.  Emissaries  had 

recently  been  sent  among  them  from  the 
British  army  and  a  small  matter  might 
send  them  of¥  on  the  war  path  and  all 
the  famihes  of  the  county  would  be  at 

their  mercy.  By  an  understanding  on 

the  part  of  the  settlers  about  two  hun- 
dred enHsted  and  the  balance  stayed  at 

home  to  defend  the  famihes  and  fire- 
sides of  the  county.  Not  understanding 

the  real  attitude  of  the  Indians,  there 

was  an  uneasy,  restless  feeling  that  ex- 
tended to  every  settlement  and  which 

was  participated  in  by  every  family,  and 
was  a  very  great  factor  in  causing  the 
Chautauqua  men  departing  for  home 
without  leave  and  gave  high  coloring  to 

the  reports  as  to  the  result  of  the  Bat- 
tle of  Black  Rock. 

In  June,  1814,  a  company  from  this 
county  volunteered  under  the  command 

of  Captain  John  Silsby  for  one  month's 
service  in  Canada.  This  company  par- 

ticipated in  the  taking  of  Fort  Erie  near- 

ly opposite  Black  Rock,  by  the  Ameri- 
cans under  Generals  Brown,  Scott  and 

Ripley,  on  the  3rd  of  July ;  in  the  Battle 
of  Chippewa  on  the  morning  of  the  5th 

of  July ;  and  the  Battle  of  Lundy's  Lane 
on  the  evening  of  the  25th  of  July. 
From  this  the  Americans  fell  back  to 

Fort  Erie,  and  the  Chautauqua  men 
went  home  as  their  time  had  expired. 

In  July  this  year,  1814,  two  full  com- 
panies were  called  for  from  this  county. 

The  call  was  promptly  answered  and 
the  men  marched  to  Black  Rock  under 

command  of  Colonel  John  McMahan 

and  were  stationed  in  a  malarious  dis- 
trict well  calculated  to  create  agues  and 

fevers,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  time, 

from  July  to  November,  when  they  re- 
turned, many  of  the  men  were  on  the 

sick  list  and  unable  to  do  duty.  These 

men  had  been  called  in  anticipation  of 
another  descent  of  the  British  from 

Canada,  but  they  were  happily  relieved 
from    another    conflict.  Occasionally, 

however,  between  the  4th  of  August  and 
the  17th  of  September  a  company  was 

conveyed  across  the  river  to  Fort  Erie 
to  assist  in  preparations  for  the  defense 
of  that  fort,  but  none  of  the  Chautauqua 

troop  were  present  at  the  attempt  of  the 
enemy  to  storm  the  fort  on  the  15th  day 

of  August  or  at  the  sortie  from  the  fort 
on  the  17th  of  September.  The  three 

hundred  eighty-five  prisoners  taken  at 
the  sortie  by  the  Americans,  however, 

were  placed  under  the  care  of  Colonel 
McMahan  of  the  Chautauqua  Regiment 

and  by  him  marched  to  some  point  in  the 
vicinity  of  Albany.  The  duties  of  camp 

life,  surounded  by  unseen  and  unknown 
dangers  were  performed  with  as  much 

of  cheerfulness  as  could  be  expected  un- 
der the  circumstances  by  the  Chautau- 
qua men  and  they  with  patience  kept 

"watch  and  ward"  over  the  great  avenue 

by  which  the  British  and  their  ''northern 
hordes"  in  an  unguarded  hour  might 
rush  with  fire  and  sword  and  the  bar- 

barities of  frontier  warfare  upon  our 

defenceless  families  and  firesides,  un- 
til the  danger  had  passed. 
I  am  not  aware  that  further  calls  for 

men  from  this  county  were  made  for 
the  War  of  1812. 

Men  Furnished  for  the  War  of  I8I2. 

The  only  regiment  in  this  county  at 
the  opening  of  the  War  of  1812  was  the 

One  Hundred  Sixty-second  and  was 
composed  of  from  four  hundred  to  four 

hundred  twenty  men.  The  men  answer- 
ing the  several  calls  were  seven  hundred 

sixteen,  very  many  enlisting  twice  and 
many  three  times.  The  companies  were 
officered  and  sent  forward  as  follows : 

1.  From  July  4  to  October  4,  1812, 

Captain  Jehial  Moore  of  Forestville ; 
Lieutenant  David  Eaton  of  Portland. 

2.  From  October  4  to  December  31, 

1812,  Captain  Jehial  Moore  of  Forest- 
ville ;  Lieutenant  Samuel  D.  Wells. 

These  two  companies  were  placed  un- 
der the  command  of  Colonel  Hugh  W. 

Dobbin  of  Geneva  of  the  Eighteenth 



MILITARY 

Detached  Regiment  of  New  York  Mili- 
tia. 

3.  From  December  20,  181.3,  to  Feb- 

ruary 3,  1814, Captain  John  Silsbv;Licu- 
tenant  Charles  Bemns. 

4.  From  December  20,  1813,  to  Fe1)- 
ruary  3,  181 4.  This  was  a  part  of  the 
company  of  Captain  John  Silsby  and 
Solomon  Jones  was  appointed  Captain 
but  declined  to  serve  and  Lieutenant 
Forbes  was  in  command. 

5.  From  December  20,  181 3,  to  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1814,  Captain  Moses  Adams; 

Lieutenant  David  Eaton. 

6.  From  December  20,  1813,  to  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1814,  Captain  Martin  B.  Tubbs, 

Forestville  ;  Lieutenant  Peter  Ingersoll, 
Portland. 

7.  From  August  i,  1814,  to  Septem- 
ber 26,  1 81 4,  Captain  Martin  B.  Tubbs, 

Forestville;  Lieutenant  Benjamin  Perry, 
Pomfret. 

8.  From  to  August  i,  1814, 
Captain  James   McMahan,  Westfield ; 
Lieutenant  Charles  Bemus. 

Besides  the  above  there  was  an  In- 

dependent Company  of  Silver  Grays  un- 
der the  command  of  Captain  Ozias  Hart 

of  Pomfret  and  a  portion  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua men  went  forward  in  this  com- 

pany on  the  call  for  December  20,  181 3, 
before  the  Battle  of  Black  Rock  and  the 

burning  of  Buffalo. 
Men  furnished  on  the  call  of  June 

1812,  one  hundred  thirteen;  October, 

1812,  one  hundred ;  early  in  December, 
1813,  (Dec.  20)  two  hundred  ;  June,  1814, 
service  in  Canada,  one  hundred ;  July 
1814,  two  hundred;  for  the  navy,  three; 
total  seven  hundred  sixteen. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  with  ref- 
erence to  the  War  of  1812,  as  it  was 

reallv  the  war  of  our  independence.  Af- 
ter the  War  of  the  Revolution,  England 

did  not  give  up  the  thought  of  yet  con- 
trolling the  colonies  and  kept  up  a  sys- 

tem of  annoyances  that  finally  culmi- 
nated in  the  War  of  181 2,  in  fact  the 

thought  was  not  dismissed  finally  until 
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the  signing  of  the  treaty  of  i)eace,  De- 
cember 24,  1814  and  not  then,  until  a 

battle  of  c()nsi(leral)le  ma<^nitudc  had 
been  fouglit  l)v  I  lie  menil)ers  of  the 
I)ritish  Cabinet.  A  severe  battle  oc- 
cured  however  after  this,  before  the 
news  of  the  settlement  had  reached 
this  side  of  the  Atlantic  1)ut  of  course 
none  of  the  Chautauqua  men  were  pres- 

ent—the Battle  of  New  Orleans  under 
General  Andrew  Jackson,  in  which  the 
Americans  gained  a  splendid  victory 
January  8,  1815.  The  British  Comman- 

der, General  Packenham  was  killed,  yet 
it  is  said  that  after  the  battle  he  went 
home  to  England  in  high  spirits — a 
hogshead  of  rum,  with  both  heads  tight 
in  their  places. 

Invasions. 

The  settlers,  especially  on  our  own 
northern  and  eastern  borders,  lived  in 

the  midst  of  constant  alarms,  and  their 
alarms  were  not  causeless.  Previous 
to  the  Battle  of  Lake  Erie  in  the  fall  of 

1813,  the  British  had  entire  command 

of  the  lake,  but  only  the  poverty  of 
the  settlers  it  is  thought  saved  them 
from  frequent  invasions  and  destruction 

of  their  property.  The  British  cruisers 

seemed  satisfied  with  pilfering  and  prey- 
ing upon  the  small  craft  of  Americans 

that  ventured  from  their  hiding  places. 
These  pilferings  and  the  destruction  of 

every  species  of  small  craft  effectually 
broke  up  the  trade  in  salt  and  other 

goods  by  way  of  the  Portage  Road  to 

the  Ohio  A^alley.  Late  in  1812  two  or 
three  small  boats,  under  the  command 

of  Captain  Harmon  of  Ashta])ula,  Ohio, 
laden  with  salt,  were  passing  u])  the  lake 
and  were  driven  into  the  mouth  of  Cat- 

taraugus Creek  by  two  British  vessels, 
the  Queen  Charlotte  and  the  Hunter. 
The  salt  boats  lay  in  the  Creek  under 

guard  of  a  large  body  of  Indians  and 
settlers — the  Indians  lined  up  on  either 
side  of  the  creek.  The  British  com- 

manders after  firing  a  few  shots  from 
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their  six-pounders  withdrew,  not  Hking 
the  appearance  of  such  a  display  of 
dusky  warriors  ready  to  receive  them. 
The  Indians  were  elated  at  the  prospect 

of  a  brush  with  the  British,  but  disgusted 

when  they  withdrew ;  the  settlers  were 
rejoiced  to  see  them  go.  After  night 
fall  the  boats  stealthily  moved  out  of 

the  creek  and  after  a  hard  night's  row- 
ing reached  no  farther  than  the  mouth 

of  Canadaway  Creek,  where  they  took 

refuge  until  another  night  should  fur- 
ther them  on.  The  creek  was  then 

deep  and  wide  enough  to  float  boats  of 
several  tons  burden.  Here  they  felt 

comparatively  safe,  as  a  few  soldiers, 
about  forty,  had  been  stationed  here  at 

Widow  Cole's  house,  under  the  com- 

mand of  a  Lieutenant  of  Captain  Tubbs' 
Company  of  Colonel  McMahan's  regi- 

ment. In  the  morning  they  were  sur- 
prised to  see  a  British  armed  schooner, 

the  Lucy  Provost,  anchored  in  the  off- 
ing, half  a  mile  from  shore. 

The  British  had  not  discovered  the 

fact  that  the  entrance  to  the  creek  was 

guarded  but  manned  a  boat  with  thirteen 

men  and  started  for  the  salt  boats,  think- 
ing no  doubt  their  victory  would  be  an 

easy  one.  As  they  were  nearing  the 
mouth  of  the  creek  they  were  fired 

upon  by  the  soldiers  and  settlers  in  hid- 
ing behind  a  sand  bank.  This  reception 

was  more  earnest  than  they  expected 
and  they  immediately  put  back  to  their 
vessel.  The  Americans  were  not  in- 

jured and  what  loss  the  British  sustained 

is  not  definitely  known,  but  the  next 
year  Lucy  Provost  was  captured  by 
Commodore  Perry  and  the  crew  stated 
that  their  loss  in  the  matter  at  Canada- 
way  was  three  wounded  and  none  killed. 

Seth  Cole  came  into  the  county  in 
1805  and  settled  near  the  mouth  of  the 
creek.  His  widow  still  lived  on  the 

homestead  and  proved  herself  a  heroine 
on  this  occasion.  As  soon  as  the  vessel 

was  discovered  in  the  ofBng  she  at  once 

ran  to  the  barn,  led  out  a  horse,  mount- 

ed and  with  the  speed  of  the  wind  rode 
to  Canadaway,  now  Fredonia,  and  in  an 

incredibly  short  space  of  time  a  com- 

pany of  settlers  had  collected  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  soldiers  and  among  them 

Judge  Zattu  Cushing,  but  the  enemy  by 
this  time  had  left  for  their  vessel.  Not 

until  the  vessel  had  lifted  its  anchor, well 

along  in  the  afternoon,  did  they  relax 
their  vigilance.  Mrs.  Cole  was  very  nearly 

omnipresent — she  was  everywhere  fur- 
nishing food  and  water  to  the  men.  At 

this  moment  she  had  a  son  in  the  army 

at  Lewiston  under  Colonel  John  Mc- 
Mahan.  For  many  years  older  citizens 

were  pleased  to  call  this  incident  "the 
first  naval  fight  after  the  declaration  of 

war."  I  knew  Mrs.  Cole  and  her  family 
in  after  years.  She  was  a  woman  of  re- 

markable energy  and  endurance.  When 

a  youth  my  lake  fishing  station  was  not 
far  from  their  house. 

The  boats  of  Captain  Harmon  reached 

their  destination,  the  mouth  of  Chau- 
tauqua Creek,  now  Barcelona,  in  safety. 

At  this  point  another  squad  of  men  were 
stationed  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 

tenant James  McMahan,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  settlers  and  the  merchandise 

passing  over  the  Portage  Road  for  the 
valley  of  the  Allegheny  and  the  Ohio. 

Another  instance,  though  not  so  flag- 
rant occurred  within  the  county  and 

served  well  to  keep  up  the  state  of 

alarm.  Lay's  Tavern,  west  of  Buffalo, 
near  the  lake,  had  been  wantonly  pil- 

laged by  the  British  and  everything  of 

value  carried  away,  but  on  a  remon- 
strance of  the  American  commander, 

the  goods  and  valuables  were  ordered 
to  be  restored.  They  were  placed  in 

boxes  and  on  an  armed  vessel,  the  Brit- 
ish Queen,  carrying  a  flag  of  truce,  and 

sent  to  Chadwick's  Bay,  now  Dunkirk. 
They  were  sent  on  shore  in  a  boat  with 
thirteen  men  and  an  officer.  After  de- 

positing the  goods  upon  the  beach, 
twelve  of  the  men  raised  their  caps  and 

in  a  very  polite  manner  bade  the  com- 
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mander  adieu.  Judge  dishing,  who  had 
become  popular  with  the  people  was 
there  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  to  remove 

goods  from  a  small  log  warehouse  he 
had  built  for  his  own  and  the  accommo- 

dation of  others,  and  very  earnestly  en- 
tered into  a  parley  with  the  officer  of  the 

boat  and  detained  him  until  the  arrival 

of  a  company  of  men,  that  he  felt  sure 

were  on  the  way.  The  men  very  soon 

c"me  and  no",  noticing  the  flag  of  truce 
fired  upon  the  captain  and  his  party  of 
one  wounding  the  man,  breaking  a  leg. 
The  man  with  the  broken  leg  proved  of 
little  use  to  his  Captain  in  getting  on 

board  and  leaving  the  bay.  The  Cap- 
tain very  politely  invited  the  Judge  to 

assist  him  in  removing  his  man  to  the 

vessel,  but  the  Judge  declined,  saying 
that  he  had  no  need  of  an  outing  of  that 
sort.  The  next  year  after  the  Battle  of 

Lake  Erie,  and  while  the  prisoners  were 
being  sent  east,  these  men  again  met, 

the  Judge  and  the  Captain,  and  the  Cap- 
tain asked  the  Judge  if  he  remembered 

the  circumstances  and  on  being  assured 
that  he  did,  the  Captain  said  it  was  well 
for  him  that  he  did  not  comply,  as  it 
would  have  been  a  long  time  before  he 
would  have  seen  home  again. 

This  was  not  a  hostile  invasion,  but 

rather  to  return  stolen  goods. 
The  Battle  of  Lake  Erie. 

The  Battle  of  Lake  Erie,  September 

10,  1813,  under  Commodore  O.  H.  Perry 
was  of  course  fought  in  connection  with 
the  War  of  181 2.  Chautauqua  County 

furnished  some  men  for  Perry's  fleet, 
just  how  many  cannot  now  be  told. 
Three  only  have  come  to  my  notice ; 
there  must  have  been  others. 

Portland  furnished  one,  Samuel  Perry, 

a  cousin  of  the  Commodore  and  as  dar- 
ing as  the  Commodore  himself.  He  was 

desperately  wounded  near  the  close  of 

the  battle.  The  next  day  with  four  oth- 
ers, hopeless  cases  like  himself,  he  was 

landed  at  the  mouth  of  Chautauqua 

Creek  at  the  now  \Tllage  of  Barcelona, 

He  lingered  until  the  season  of  1814, 
cared  for  1)y  friends  and  a  generous  i)ub- 
lic  and  died  and  his  remains  are  now 
resting  somewhere  near  the  lake  with 

those  of  three  of  his  c()m])ani()ns,  one 
only  recovering,  who  wandered  awav  to 
his  home  in  some  section  of  Western 
Pennsylvania. 

Pomfret  furnished  one,  Al)ncr  Wil- 
liams, the  eldest  son  of  Richard  Wil- 

liams, an  early  settler.  He  was  killed 
on  the  Lawrence  early  in  the  l)att]e,  and 
his  bodv,  with  others  thrown  into  tlie 
lake. 

Charlotte  furnished  one,  a  voung  man 
by  the  name  of  Gooderich,  then  in  the 

employ  of  Major  Sinclear.  It  is  said 
that  he  greatly  distinguished  himself  in 
the  engagement  and  in  due  time  re- 
turned. 

It  is  supposed  that  Samuel  Perry  was 
a  younger  brother  of  the  Commodore. 
This  was  so  claimed  by  a  nephew  living 
in  Portland. 

Chautauqua  Men  Killed  During  the  War  of  I8I2. 

I  am  not  able  to  state  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  men  from  this  county  killed  in  the 

war.  It  was  large  in  proportion  to  the 
number  sent  forward  and  considering 

the  length  of  the  conflict — two  years 
six  months  and  five  days. 

In  the  Battle  of  Queenstown,  the  fol- 
lowing of  the  Chautauqua  men  were 

killed,  Daniel  Spencer  of  Charlotte,  Na- 
than Borden  of  Mllenova  and  Ira  Stev- 

ens. A  Mr.  Windsor  died  of  his  wounds. 

The  following  were  wounded  :  Lieu- 

tenant Eaton  hy  a  ball  throuq-h  his  wrist ; 
Erastus  Taylor  l)y  a  ball  striking  liim 
in  the  knee,  shattering  the  bone  in  a 

shocking  manner.  He  was  in  the  hos- 
pital at  Lewistown  for  two  months  when 

he  was  removed  by  friends  ;  he  did  not 
return  to  his  own  home  in  Portland  for 

two  years.  Alpheus  IMcIntyre  and  Al- 
exander Kelly  were  also  wounded. 

Jared  Taylor,  John  Ongersol  and  Hiram 
Burch,  with  the  wounded  and  a  few  of 

the  Chautauqua  men  not  wounded  were 
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taken  prisoners,  but  the  prisoners  of  the 
mihtia  were  paroled  the  next  day.  The 

regulars  were  taken  to  Montreal. 
Those  killed  in  the  Battle  of  Black 

Rock  were  :  James  Brackett  of  Mayville, 

Joseph  Frank  of  Busti,  William  Smiley 
of   Ellery,   Ephraim   Pease   and  John 
Lewis  of  Pomfret,  Aaron  Nash,  
Bovee  and  Hubbard  of  Hanover 
and  as  Mr.  Young  has  it  in  his  History 

of  the  County  ''and  several  others,"  so 
I  am  obliged  to  close  this  list,  the  num- 

ber will  never  be  known. 

Peace. 

But  peace  came  at  last ;  and  at  its  re- 
turn the  current  of  population  again  set 

strongly  to  the  fertile  regions  of  West- 
ern New  York,  which,  through  the  en- 

terprise of  its  citizens,  has  become  the 
garden  of  the  Empire  State. 

Chautauqua  County  was  settled  most- 
ly by  poor  men,  a  large  majority  of  them 

had  little  or  nothing  to  pay  for  their 
land,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  it  was  a 

new  departure,  in  fact  nearly  equal  to 
their  first  location  in  the  forest,  yet  from 
the  close  of  the  War  of  1812  to  the  War 

of  1861 — forty-seven  years,  there  was  a 
development  that  none  of  us,  I  appre- 

hend are  able  to  fully  comprehend — the 
wilderness  was  in  fact  made  to  blossom 

as  the  rose.  I  don't  know  but  some  of 
these  gray  heads  can  travel  farther  into 

the  past  and  to  better  purpose  than  I 
can,  and  can  tell  all  how  it  came  about, 
but  it  seems  like  a  dream,  but  this  we 

know,  that  the  rapidity  of  its  growth 
was  unexampled,  and  its  fame  abroad 

for  the  patriotism  and  integrity  of  its 
population,  kept  pace  with  its  material 

growth. 

War  With  Mexico,  1846-1848. 

Whatever  interest  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty may  have  had  or  felt  in  the  War  with 

Mexico,  it  was  apparently  of  a  negative 
character.  Very  few  responded  to  the 
call  for  men.  In  reading  up  the  history 
of  the  war  I  find  but  a  single  reference 

to  New  York  men  in  the  entire  volume, 
and  but  one  reference  to  Ohio  men, 
without  further  reference  to  northern 

troops.  Some  reason  for  this  will  ap- 
pear as  we  pass  along,  in  fact  so  little 

interest  had  the  county  in  the  war  that 
my  relations  will  of  necessity  be  very 
brief. 

Texas  had  been  an  independent  state 

or  nation  for  over  nine  years  or  from 

April  21,  1836,  to  March  i,  1845,  when 
it  made  application  for  admission  to  the 
American  Union  as  a  state.  It  had 

gained  its  independence  from  Mexico, 
but  the  latter  still  claimed  it  as  a  part  of 
its  territory,  especially  that  part  lying 
between  the  rivers,  Rio  Grande  and  the 

Neuces,  a  territory  of  over  a  hundred 
miles  in  extent  along  the  Gulf  coast, 

Texas  claiming  to  the  Rio  Grande  as  its 

boundary  on  the  west  and  south  and 
Mexico  claiming  to  the  Neuces. 

From  the  last  election  in  the  United 

States  it  was  seen  that  the  proposition 
of  annexation  was  a  popular  one  with 
the  government  and  with  the  people, 

especially  those  of  the  Southern  States, 
though  it  was  well  known  that  if  the 

government  passed  the  annexation  ordi- 
nance as  proposed  and  thus  admitted 

Texas  to  the  Union  it  meant  war  with 

Mexico.  Several  of  the  European 

governments  had  acknowledged  the 
independence  of  Texas,  as  had  the 

United  States,  but  the  Mexican  Con- 
gress steadily  refused  to  do  so,  its 

object  being  still  the  subjugation 
of  the  refractory  territory  and  its 
return  to  the  Central  Republic.  The 
annexation  scheme  carried  and  Mexican 

troops  took  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory  or  the  territory  between  the 

Rio  Grande  and  the  Neuces,  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen  miles  in  extent  along 

the  Gulf  from  North  to  South — Mexico 

deeming  the  annexation  scheme  a  dec- 
laration of  war.  As  soon  as  it  became 

evident  that  Mexico  was  decided  as  to 

the  question  of  receiving  the  envoy  of 
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the  United  States,  Mr.  John  Slidell  who 
had  been  sent  bv  the  government  to 

negotiate  for  a  settlement  of  the  diffi- 
culties between  the  two  countries,  and 

that  Mexico  was  assembling  troops  on 
her  northern  border  with  the  avowed 

object  of  reconquering  Texas,  war  was 
seen  to  be  inevitable.  The  Mexican 

Minister  at  Washington  protested 

against  the  measure  as  an  act  of  war- 
like aggression  and  declared  that  Mexico 

would  resist  to  the  utmost  of  its  power, 
demanded  his  passports  and  returned 

home.  Congress  authorized  the  Presi- 
dent to  accept  the  services  of  fifty  thous- 
and volunteers  and  placed  at  his  dis- 

posal ten  millions  of  dollars  to  carry  on 
the  war.  Excitement  now  ran  high  over 

the  whole  country,  especially  in  the 

South  and  three  hundred  thousand  vol- 
unteers were  tendered  the  government. 

The  excitement,  however,  was  no  less 

in  the  Northern  States  and  in  New  Eng- 
land, but  it  rose  from  different  motives, 

those  of  opposition,  bitter  opposition  to 

the  annexation  scheme,  as  it  was  under- 
stood that  the  whole  movement  was  for 

the  extension  and  perpetuation  of  hu- 
man bondage,  but  the  slave  power  with 

the  northern  allies  controlled  the  gov- 
ernment, and  the  friends  of  human  free- 

dom and  human  progress  were  greatly 
disappointed  and  discouraged,  but  the 
act  of  annexing  a  territory  larger  than 

any  country  of  Europe  except  Russia 
and  which  was  to  be  carved  into  states 
that  would  of  course  become  slave 

states,  had  been  passed  and  become  a 
law  and  it  was  accepted  for  the  time 
being. 

Chautauqua  County,  as  I  well  remem- 
ber, while  not  opposed  to  the  annexation 

of  Texas  simply,  without  war,  and  pro- 
vided it  came  to  us  without  the  stain  and 

blight  of  slavery,  expressed  in  no  un- 
certain terms  its  disapproval.  General 

Taylor  was  ordered  by  the  President  to 
the  disputed  territory  with  a  small  army 

of  about  forty-five  hundred  regulars, 

and  to  advance  his  forces  to  the  Rio 

Grande.  The  Mexican  (ieneral  Am- 

pudia,  the  President  of  Mexico,  gave 

notice  to  General  I'axlor  tliat  he  con- 
sidered hostilities  conmuMU-cd  and  he 

should  ])ress  them  to  the  utmost.  Tlie 
first  action  of  the  war  (.ccurrcd  tlie  next 

day,  the  27th  of  A])ril,  1)y  an  attack  of  a 
small  company  of  American  Dragoons 

under  the  command  of  Cai)tain  11iorn- 
ton  ;  sixteen  of  his  men  were  killed  or 

wounded  and  the  l)alance  taken  ])rison- 
ers.  On  the  8th  day  of  May  (ieneral 
Taylor  with  his  small  command  of  l^ut 

twenty-three  hundred  met  the  Mexicans 
six  thousand  strong  under  General 

Arista  and  after  five  hours'  liard  fighting 
defeated  them  and  encami)ed  on  the 
field.  This  was  the  Battle  of  Palo  Alto 

so  often  lauded  in  storv  and  song. 
From  this  there  were  fought  a  series 

of  battles  by  the  armv  of  General  Tay- 
lor hardly  equalled  for  brilliancy  in  the 

annals  of  history,  and  always  with  suc- 
cess. At  Resaca  de  la  Palma  on  the 

9th  of  May ;  Sacramento,  Chehuahua, 

Monterey,  Buena  Msteo,  Mondova,  Mc- 
toria  and  others  under  General  Kearney 
in  New  Mexico  seconded  by  Colonels 

Doniphan  and  Price ;  under  General 
Kearney  and  Freemont  and  Colonel 
Doniphan  in  California,  and  the  series 

of  battles  under  General  Scott,  A^era 
Cruz,  which  surrendered  ^ larch  29th, 

1847;  Cerro  Gordo,  Pueblo  Jalappa,  El 

Paso,  Conturas,  Moleno  del  Rey,  Cher- 
ubusco,  San  Antonio,  Chajmltepec  and 
the  storming  of  the  defences  of  the  City 
of  Mexico.  General  Scott  was  recalled 

from  Mexico  before  the  close  of  the 
war.  Political  reasons  made  this  move 

necessarv.  His  grand  success  had  won 
for  General  Scott  both  unstinted  j^raise 
and  envv.  Partisan  politics  were  the 

motives  for  this,  and  [Major  General 
Butler  bv  order  of  the  government  took 
command.  On  the  8th  day  of  January, 

1848,  a  constitutional  President  was 
elected  in  ̂ lexico.    ̂ h.  Slidell  had  been 
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superseded  as  Commissioner  on  the  part 

of  the  United  States  and  Mr.  Trist  ap- 
pointed to  take  his  place. 

Articles  of  Peace  were  signed  on  the 

2nd  of  February,  1848,  and  the  act  of 

ratification  occurred  May  30tli  follow- 
ing, and  the  last  of  the  United  States 

troops  left  the  city  on  the  12th  of  June. 
Thus  ended  the  war. 

As  a  result  of  the  war  the  United 

States  acquired  a  vast  territory,  eight 

hundred  fifty-one  thousand  five  hundred 
ninety  square  miles.  Texas  to  the  Rio 

Grande,  New  Mexico  and  all  of  North- 
ern California. 

The  number  of  volunteers  engaged  in 

the  war  was  fifty-six  thousand  nine 

hundred  twenty-six ;  the  number  of  reg- 
ular troops  twenty-six  thousand  six 

hundred  ninety ;  naval  forces,  recruits 
and  teamsters  thirteen  thousand;  the 
number  of  men  all  told  did  not  fall  short 

of  one  hundred  thousand ;  the  records, 

with  careful  estimate  place  the  number 
killed  in  battle  at  five  thousand  ;  the  total 

loss  from  wounds  and  death  from  dis- 
ease fifteen  thousand ;  the  cost  of  the 

war  including  the  amount  paid  for  terri- 
tory ceded  under  articles  of  peace  and 

the  payment  of  citizens'  claims  as  per 
articles  of  peace  one  hundred  thirty 
million  dollars. 

I  have  thus  referred  to  the  prominent 
features  of  the  War  with  Mexico,  in 

which  this  county  showed  but  a  slight 

interest.  It  was  an  important  war,  how- 
ever, and  should  of  course  receive  due 

consideration.  In  this  war  as  in  others, 
where  the  Americans  have  been  en- 

gaged, their  bravery  and  dash  were 
noticeable. 

War  with  Mexico,  1846-1848. 

Men  furnished  by  this  county :  Port- 
land, 2 ;  Stockton,  i  ;  Mina,  i  ;  Hanover, 

3 ;  Charlotte,  i. 
It  is  quite  probable  that  there  were 

many  more,  but  there  are  no  records 

to  be  found,  and  no  further  response 
from  towns. 

Change  of  Regime. 
After  the  close  of  the  War  of  1812 

and  by  common  consent  a  short  respite, 
there  was  a  return  to  the  old  system  of 

company  and  regimental  drills,  and  it 

was  continued  for  about  forty-seven 
years,  but  for  some  years  previous  very 
little  interest  was  felt  in  military  affairs, 

except  by  a  part  of  our  population  de- 
nominated Young  America.  The  mar- 

tial spirit  of  the  county  with  the  love 
of  military  display  was  fast  dying  out, 

and  so  utterly  ineflficient  were  the  ex- 
ercises and  so  little  productive  of  good 

in  preparing  men  for  the  duties  of  actual 
service  that  a  law  was  passed  in  April, 

1862,  reorganizing:  the  forces  of  the 
state,  which  is  still  in  force.  One  of  the 
most  potent  causes  of  the  decline  as  to 

military  affairs,  was  the  means  resorted 

to  in  the  election  of  commanding  offi- 
cers, not  dissimilar  to  the  tactics  of  the 

professional  politician  and  resulting  in 
the  election  often  of  men  in  no  way 

fitted  for  the  ofifice  to  which  they  as- 

pired. The  prestige  of  the  military  offi- 
cer was  in  a  large  sense  gone,  he  was  in 

no  sense  the  man  of  influence  and  of 

social  regard  he  had  been  in  the  past, 

a  change  seemed  necessary  and  a  change 

came  about  in  due  course  of  time,  a  del- 

uge of  blood,  however,  intervening  be- 
fore the  consummation. 

As  showing  something  of  the  means 
resorted  to  in  the  election  of  officers  in 

that  far  off  time,  full  sixty-five  years 
ago,  allow  me  to  relate  a  circumstance 

that  passed  under  my  own  observation. 
I  was  then  in  the  ranks,  but  had  very 

little  pride  in  the  display  of  interest  in 
the  maneuvers.  It  was  in  October  I 

very  well  remember,  the  parade  was 

over  and  a  preliminary  election  of  offi- 
cers was  to  take  place.  As  a  means  of 

influencing  votes,  and  to  show  the 

whole-heartedness  of  the  candidates,  a 
barrel  of  whiskey  was  purchased,  set 

upon  a  saw-buck  at  a  convenient  point 
and  every  man  was  permitted  to  help 
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himself.  You  may  well  imagine  the  con- 
dition of  more  than  half  of  that  regi- 

ment as  they  went  to  their  homes  after 

night  fall,  waking  the  echoes  from  every 
hillside  by  their  loud  shoutings.  The 
military  displays  soon  lost  their  hold 

upon  the  people  and  came  to  be  con- 
sidered a  nuisance.  In  the  south  part 

of  the  county  the  prejudice  was  still 
greater  than  in  the  northern  sections. 
Open  demonstrations  were  made  and 
officers  insulted  on  the  streets,  while  in 

the  discharge  of  duty  as  early  as  1842. 
A  venerable  legal  gentleman  of  the 

county  who  at  that  time  was  in  com- 
mand of  a  regiment,  the  Two  Hundred 

Seventh,  sends  to  me  the  following  facts 
as  evidence  of  the  feeling  existing  at 
that  time  in  regard  to  the  military  drills. 

Although  the  younger  portion  of  the 
town  were  the  principal  actors  in  the 
demonstration,  it  was  well  understood 

that  older  heads  were  furnishing  the 

motive  power.  It  was  a  day  of  frolic 

for  the  boys  and  well  enjoyed  by  a  por- 
tion of  those  of  mature  years.  Prior  to 

1840  there  were  no  joys  that  the  boys 
of  Chautauqua  County  as  well  as  the 
boys  of  other  counties  of  the  state, 

looked  forward  to  with  as  much  hearti- 
ness as  to  fun  and  frolic  on  the  annual 

general  training  days.  The  usual  prac- 
tice was  to  set  aside  these  davs  for  the 

boys'  freedom  and  frolic,  but  they  did 
not  always  keep  within  proper  bounds 
as  I  well  remember,  especially  when 

prompted  by  their  elders.  Their  eyes 

glowed  and  their  mouths  watered  in  an- 
ticipation of  those  large  cards  of  ginger- 

bread and  goblets  of  cider  which  the 

yankee  peddler  always  supplied  on  regi- 
mental days.  But  there  came  a  time 

when  those  jovs,  like  manv  others  that 
furnished  amusement  and  recreation, 
ceased. 

The  old  military  law  required  the 
enrollment  of  all  male  citizens  between 

the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  years, 
residents    of    the    several    towns  of 

the  state.  The  ])ersons  thus  enrolled 
were  formed  into  companies  and  the 

companies  into  regiments.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  several  comi)anies  c()m])ris- 

ing  the  regiment  were  required  to  meet 
on  appointed  days  for  what  was  called 
the  officers  drill.  A  com])etent  drill 
master  was  instructed  to  drill  the  offi- 

cers until  they  were  exi)ert  in  manual 

exercise.  In  1842  a  drill  of  this  charac- 

ter was  ordered  at  the  village  of  James- 
town. There  was  a  large  attendance  of 

the  officers  of  the  regiment  with  hardly 
a  failure.  The  General  of  the.  Brigade, 

Charles  S.  Williams,  and  Col.  Augus- 
tus F.  Allen  w^ere  j^rominent,  and  ATajor 

Ward  as  Drill  Master  with  a  uniform  of 

unexceptional  brilliancy.  While  occu- 

pying some  section  of  Main  street,  be- 
tween Shaws  hotel  and  Nathaniel  Low- 

ry's  store,  on  a  signal  the  hatch  doors 
of  the  store  flew  open  revealing  several 

kegs  or  boxes  of  eggs,  while  a  dozen 
or  twenty  boys  at  once  appeared  on  the 
scene  who  well  understood  the  use  to 

be  made  of  the  eggs.  In  an  incredi- 
bly short  space  of  time  the  kegs  and 

boxes  were  emptied  of  their  contents 
and  the  magnificent  uniform  of  ̂ laj. 

Ward  was  a  sorry  looking  sight.  Sul- 
phur and  albumen  had  done  its  work 

and  was  ready  to  be  taken  away  by  the 

sorry  and  angry  drillmaster.  The  boys 
had  also  done  their  work  and  left  for 

parts  unknown — not  a  boy  was  to  be 
seen.  The  street  was  filled  with  citizens 

and  men  from  the  surrounding  towns, 
but  not  a  hand  or  voice  was  raised  to 

stay  the  destruction  of  eggs  or  shield 

the  object  of  the  boys'  practical  joke. 
Just  then  a  compan\-  of  fantastics  who 
had  paraded  the  streets  took  possession 

of  the  parade  ground,  obeying  most  im- 
plicitly the  orders  of  their  leader,  who 

manifested  in  a  large  degree  a  knowl- 
edge of  military  tactics,  and  sent  word 

to  the  General  that  they  were  ready  for 

inspection.  All  of  the  officers  present 
including  the  General  were  very  much 
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excited,  and  threatenings  of  prosecu- 
tions were  heard  on  every  hand.  What 

would  have  been  the  outcome  it  is  not 

possible  to  say,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
voice  and  manner  of  that  incomparable 
citizen  that  we  all  knew  so  well,  Hon. 
Richard  P.  Marvin,  which  was  like  oil 

upon  troubled  waters.  The  General  had 
resort  to  a  courtmartial  and  fines  were 

placed,  but  on  appeal  were  remitted. 
The  boys  were  arrested  and  at  the  next 

term  of  court  two  sleigh  loads  appeared 
for  trial,  but  kind  and  persuasive  words 

were  used  and  they  were  allowed  to  re- 
turn. Major  Ward  was  paid  for  his 

uniform  in  legal  tender  dollars ;  and 

thus    ended    this    military  escapade. 

It  was  said  that  this  was  the  last  ofh- 

cers'  drill  in  the  county,  except  in  con- 
nection with  the  regimental  drills. 

Notwithstanding  the  unsavory  mili- 
tary status  as  compared  with  that  of 

earlier  years,  military  drills  took  place 
with  more  or  less  regularity  up  to  the 
time  of  the  Civil  War  or  to  1861.  At 

that  time  there  were  nine  companies  of 
militia  in  the  county,  well  officered  and 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  David  S. 

Forbes  of  Fredonia.  I  will  name  the 

regimental  staff  and  dates  of  commis- 
sions as  it  will  be  of  interest  in  this  con- 

nection, also  the  companies. 

REGEMENTAL  STAFF 

NAME  RANK  COMMISSIONED 
David  S.  Forbes  Colonel  Dec.  1.  1855 
Jared  R.  Babcock  Major  Dec.   1,  1860 
Henry  Prendergast  Lieut.  Col  Dec    1,  1851 
Stephen  M.  Doyle   Adjutant   Mar.  22,  1860 
James  E.  Mayhen  Engineer  Mar.  20,  1856 
Thomas  D.  Strong  Surgeon  Dec.  22,  1855 
Charles  K  Irwin  Surgeon's  Mate   May  25.  1860 
Selden  E.  Marvin  .   Quartermaster   May  15,  1860 
Thomas  W.  Glissan  Paymaster   Dec.  22,  1855 
Levi  W.  Norton   Chaplain   May  5,  1857 

COMPANIES 

NAME  RANK  COMMISSIONED 

Co.  "A" Henry  W.  Marsh   Captain    May  24.  1861 
Phillip  S  Cottle   1st  Lieut  May  24,  1861 
James  W.  Stead    . .  2nd  Lieut   May  24,  1861 

Co.  "B" James  M.  Brown    Captain      July  18,  1859 
Darwin  Willard   1st  Lieut   May  24.  1861 
Alfreds.  Mason    2nd  Lieut    May  24.  1861 

Co.  "C 
Harmon  J.  Bliss    Captain   May  24,  1861 
Thomas  W.  Barker    1st  Lieut  Dec.  28.  1859 
William  Baker  .  .    2nd  Lieut   Dec.  28,  1859 

Co.  "D" William  O.  Stevens  .     ,    Captain   Feb.  8.  1858 
1st  Lieut.  Apr.  6,  1858 

James  Kane   2nd  Lieut   Feb.  8,  1858 

Co.  "E" Patrick  Barrett    .        .    Captain   Mar.  18,  1858 

Wm.  I.  O'Neil    ...    Ist'Lieut.    Mar.  18,  1858 David  Donagan  2nd  Lieut   Mar.  18,  1858 

Co.  "F" Oliver  L.  Swift   Captain   July  27,  1860 
Chancey  T.  Talcott   1st  Lieut.   July  27,  1860 
Asa  G.  Talcott   2nd  Lieut   July  ,27,  1860 
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Co.  "G" Justin  G.  Tompson    Captain     July  16.  1861 
Hiram  D.  Hart    1st  Lieut  July  16.  1861 
Norman  R.  Tompson  2nd  Lieut    July  16,  1861 

Co.  "H" Martin  Crowell    Captain  Oct.  10,  1862 
Gurden  L.  Pierce    1st  Lieut   ,  .  Oct.  10.  1862 
Lewis  M.  Law   2nd  Lieut   Oct.  10,  1862 

Co.  "K" Horace  N  Grover    ...  Captain    Dec.  4,  1862 
Samuel  J.  Dutton   1st  Lieut...  Dec.  4,  1862 
Edward  Jennings  2nd  Lieut  Dec.  4,  1862 

On  the  call  by  the  President  for  men 

in  the  spring  of  i86i  this  county  fur- 
nished as  its  quota  five  companies  very 

largely  made  up  from  the  military  or- 
ganizations then  existing  and  to  v/hich 

I  have  referred.  In  a  sense  there  was 

a  breaking  up  of  those  older  organiza- 
tions and  new  ones  were  formed.  The 

military  status  of  many  years  never 
again  was  a  controlling  factor  and  the 
companies  that  I  have  named  were  all 

legally  disbanded  Jnne  8,  i868.  The 
change  from  militia  to  that  of  National 
Guards  was  made  under  the  act  of  the 

Legislature  of  April,  1862.  There  is  at 

this  date  March,  1902,  but  a  single  mili  - 
tary compau}^  in  the  county,  to  which 

I  will  refer  further  on.  The  One  Hun- 

dred Sixty-second  Regiment,  the  num- 
ber of  the  county  organization  to  which 

I  referred,  was  an  honor  to  the  county 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  D.  S. 

Forbes  and  was  nearly  nine  hundred 
strong,  but  became  nearly  annihilated 
from  the  repeated  calls  for  men  by  the 
government  as  the  war  went  on,  so 
much  so  that  when  ordered  to  the  field 

by  Governor  Sevmour  in  June,  1863, 
but  three  hundred  men  responded.  They 
marched  to  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania, 

to  aid  in  repelling  the  advance  of  Gen- 
eral Lee  from  the  South,  but  saw  no 

active  service.  Their  term  of  service 

was  three  months,  at  the  end  of  whicli 
they  returned. 

Under  Certain  Regulations 

Independent  Military  Companies  were 

allowed  in  the  state.  Some  time  prev- 
ious to  1812  an  Independent  Rifle  Com- 
pany was  organized  at  Fredonia  or  Can- 

adaway  with  Ozias  Hart  as  Caj^tain.  A 
part  of  this  company  was  engaged  in 

the  Battle  of  r>lack  Rock  and  was  pres- 

ent at  the  burning  of  Buffalo  on  De- 
cember 31,  1813.  The  commission  of 

Noah  H.  Whitcomb  as  First  Lieuten- 
ant dated  1824  was  shown  the  writer 

a  few  days  since.  Lieutenant  W  hitcomb 

was  for  some  years  Captain  of  this  com- 
pany. Of  its  earlier  officers,  with  tlie 

exception  of  Ozias  Hart,  its  first  Cap- 
tain, the  writer  can  learn  nothing.  It 

was  a  very  popular  com])any.  The 
writer  remembers  it  very  well  and  with 

what  pride  they  appeared  on  j^arade,  and 

with  what  care  and  ])recision  the\-  went 
through  their  drill. 

An  Independent  Rifie  Coni])an\-  was 
organized  at  Sinclairville  in  1817  with 
Obed  Edson  as  its  Cai)tain.  1  find  no 
other  records  of  independent  companies 

until  ̂ farch  27,  1819.  when  John  Jack- 
son, Lemon  Averill  and  Obed  k^dson 

were  ap])ointed  Captains  of  Rifle  Com- 
panies, with  Alexander  Sinnnons.  Asa- 

hel  Sellew,  John  1).  Seaver  and  A.  ( ). 
^[artin  as  Lieutenants  and  Dexter 

Hatch,  David  Page  and  Peter  Pickard 
as  Ensigns,  indicating  that  at  least  three 
com])anies  existed  in  the  county.  The 

com])an\-  having  Lemon  Averill  as  Cap- 
tain was  prol^ablv  located  in  the  north- 
west part  of  the  county  as  the  Captain 

was  a  citizen  of  W'estfield  for  some 
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years  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
was  a  popular  and  efficient  officer.  He 
died  in  Ripley. 

It  seems  true  that  four  independent 

companies  existed  in  the  county  after 

1812,  but  were  in  fact  comparatively 
short  lived,  as  about  1840  or  1842  there 

came  a  decline  in  all  military  matters 
and  they  were  eventually  disbanded. 

These  companies  were  apparently  pop- 
ular for  some  years,  as  they  were  always 

well  cheered  by  the  citizens  when  they 

came  on  the  ground  and  gave  an  ex- 
hibit of  their  superior  evolutions  and 

thorough  drill. 

CIVIL  WAR,  1861. 

72d  Regiment  N.  Y.  Infantry —  Third  Regiment, 
Excelsior,  or  Sickles  Brigade. 

As  with  the  War  of  i8t2  I  will  not 

stop  to  inquire  as  to  the  causes  or  con- 
duct of  the  war,  for  refer  but  briefly  to 

the  results  of  the  four  years  of  fearful 
conflict.  All  that,  like  the  other,  has 
passed  into  history,  but  I  shall  confine 

myself  to  the  part  Chautauqua  County 
had  in  the  great  carnival  of  blood. 

Whatever  else  may  be  said  with  refer- 

ence to  Chautauqua  County,  its  patriot- 
ism cannot  be  called  in  question.  It 

poured  out  its  blood  Hke  water  and 
handed  forth  its  treasure  with  a  lavish 

hand.  The  facts  I  propose  to  present  in 
connection  with  the  war  I  have  gleaned 
from  many  sources,  and  for  the  freedom 
I  have  taken  with  the  various  histories 

of  the  strife,  state,  county  and  town, 
as  well  as  personal  relations,  I  shall 

hope  to  be  pardoned.  From  the  mater- 
ial presented  it  did  not  seem  possible 

to  write  an  entire  original  historical 
sketch. 

The  day  after  the  surrender  of  Fort 

Sumter  in  Charleston  Harbor,  April 
14,  1 861,  President  Lincoln  issued  a  call 

for  seventy-five  thousand  men  for  three 
months,  mainly  for  the  immediate  de- 

fense of  the  Capitol.  In  regard  to  the 
call  of  the  President  for  men,  few  at  first 

responded.  The  people  had  lived  so 

long  under  the  conditions  of  peace — for- 
ty-seven years  with  the  exception  of  the 

War  with  Mexico — that  the  call  to  the 
conditions  of  war  was  answered  but 

hesitatingly.  The  pubHc  mind  had  yet 
to  be  educated  to  such  a  state  of  things. 
But  the  transition  was  rapid  and  almost 
immediately  enlistments  for  the  service 

began  in  earnest.  Twenty  days  after 

the  first  call  a  call  for  forty-two  thous- 
and additional  was  made  for  three  year 

men  and  ten  regiments  for  the  regular 

army.  Under  these  calls  Chautauqua 

County  furnished  as  its  quota  five  com- 

panies, B,  D,  E,  G,  H.  These  compan- 
ies were  recruited  mainly,  Company  B 

at  Jamestown  ;  Companies  D  and  E  at 
Dunkirk ;  Company  G.  at  Westfield.  A 
few  men  enhsted  at  Dunkirk  for  Com- 

pany H  of  the  old  Sixty-Eighth  Regi- 
riient,  making  the  five  companies.  A 
few  also  were  enlisted  at  Sinclairville  for 

Company  L  later  in  the  season,  the  bal- 
ance of  the  company  being  recruited  in 

New  Jersey,  Massachusetts,  Delhi  and 
Plattsburgh.  The  regiment,  except 

Companies  H  and  L,  which  joined  Oc- 
tober 25,  1 861,  left  the  state  July  24th, 

1 861.  Served  at  and  near  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  from  July,  1861, 

in  Sickles's  Brigade,  Hooker's  Division 
Army  Potomac,  from  October  15,  1861  ; 

in  same  Second  Brigade,  Second  Divi- 
sion, Third  Corps,  Army  Potomac,  from 

March,  1862  ;  in  Second  Brigade,  Fourth 

Division,  Second  Corps,  Army  Poto- 

mac, from  April,  1864;  in  Fourth  Bri- 
gade, Third  Division,  Second  Corps, 

Army  Potomac,  from  May  13th,  1864; 

the  companies  remaining  attached  to  the 
One  Hundred  Twentieth  New  York 

Volunteers  in  the  Third  Brigade,  Third 

Division,  Second  Corps,  Army  Poto- 
mac, from  July  1864.  Companies  A,  B, 

D,  E,  F,  I  and  K,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Leonard,  after 

being  ordered  to  the  rear,  were  honor- 
ably discharged  and  mustered  out  at 
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Petersburg,  Virginia,  June  23-24,  1864. 
Companies  C,  G  and  H  remaining  were 

mustered  out  July  21  and  24,  and  Octo- 

ber 31,  1864,  respectively. 

The  regiment  was  mustered  into  the 
service  under  the  command  of  Colonel 

Nelson  Taylor  at  Camp  Scott,  Staten 

Island,  near  New  York,  in  June,  July, 
August  and  October,  1861.  The  men 
not  entitled  to  be  mustered  out  with  the 

regiment  were  formed  into  a  detach- 
ment, which  from  June,  1864,  served 

with  the  One  Hundred  Twentieth  New 

York  Volunteers,  to  which  the  remain- 

ing men  were  finally  transferred  Novem- 
ber, 1864;  Company  L,  however,  had 

been  transferred  to  Companies  A,  I  and 

K  February  25,  1862. 

Original  Companies  of  Chautauqua  men  in  the 

Seventy-second  Regiment,  New  York 
Volunteers. 

Captain  James  M.  Brown,  an  ofHcer 
of  great  energy  and  ability,  who  had 
been  through  the  Mexican  War  of  1846, 
had  for  some  time  been  busy  enlisting 
men  for  the  service  at  Jamestown  and 
vicinity  and  by  the  28tli  of  May  had 

secured  one  hundred  ten  men,  old  Com- 
pany B,  and  at  that  date  left  with  his 

company  for  Camp  Scott. 

Company  B — James  M.  Brown,  Cap- 
tain ;  Darwin  Willard,  Alfred  S.  Mason, 

Lieutenants.    Ninety-four  men. 

Company  D — William  O.  Stevens, 

Captain ;  Casper  K.  Abell,  Hugh  C.  Hin- 
man,  Lieutenants.    Seventy-six  men. 

Company  E — Patrick  Barrett,  Cap- 
tain; William  Toomey,  G.  W.  Wallace, 

Lieutenants.    Eighty-seven  men. 

Company  G — Harmon  J.  Bliss,  Cap- 
tain ;  G.  W.  Bliss,  J.  A.  Smith,  Lieuten- 

ants.   Seventy-two  men. 

Company  H — S.  M.  Doyle,  Captain  ; 
L.  Marcus,  D.  Loeb,  Lieutenants.  Sev- 

enty-six men. 

Captain  James  M.  Brown  of  Com- 

pany B  resigned  as  Captain  November 

5,  1861,  and  was  appointed  Colonel  of 
the  One  Hundredth  Regiment  then 
forming,  and  First  Lieutenant  Darwin 
Willard  was  made  Captain. 

Captain  William  O.  Stevens  of  Com- 
pany D  was  promoted  to  Acting  Major 

June  25,  1861,  and  Lieutenant  Casper 
K.  Abell  was  made  Captain  ;  Lieutenant 
H.  C.  Hinman  was  made  First  Lieuten- 

ant and  John  Howard  Second  Lieuten- 
ant. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  mem- 
bers of  these  five  companies  were  al- 
ready members  of  military  companies, 

which  of  course  ceased  to  exist  in  fact, 

but  were  not  for  some  time  legally  dis- 
banded, in  fact  not  until  after  the  war. 

As  stated  the  Regiment  reached 

Washington  July  26,  1861.  It  was  one 
of  the  first  three  year  regiments  to  reach 

the  Capitol  after  the  first  Battle  of  Bull 

Run.  Its  military  attachments  have  al- 
ready been  stated.  It  had  its  share  of 

hard  service  and  ill  fortune  to  the  close 

of  its  term  of  enlistment.  It  was  en- 

gaged in  many  a  hard  fought  battle  and 
among  them  as  follows : 

1861. 

Near  Budd's  Ferry,  Maryland,  Octo- ber 23. 

1862. 

Stafford  Court  House,  Virginia,  April 

3- 

Siege  of  Yorktown,  Virginia,  April 
10  to  May  4. 

Williamsburg,  Virginia,  May  5. 

Fair  Oaks,  Virginia,  May  31-June  i. 
Fair  Oaks,  Virginia,  June  12. 

Seven  Days'  Battle,  Virginia,  June 
25  to  July  2. 

Oak  Grove,  Virginia,  June  25. 
Glendale,  Virginia,  June  30. 
Malvern  Hill,  Virginia,  July  i. 

General  Pope's  Campaign,  Virginia, 
August  26-September  2. 

Kettle  Run,  Virginia,  August  26. 
Bristoe  Station,  Virginia,  August  27. 



544 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

Groveton,  Virginia,  August  29. 
Bull  Run,  Virginia,  August  30. 

Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  December 
11-15. 

1863. 

Chancellorsville,  Virginia,  May  1-3. 

Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  July  1-3. 
Wapping  Heights,  Virginia,  July  23. 

Kelley's  Ford,  Virginia,  November  7. 
Mine  Run  Camp,  Virginia,  Novem- 

ber 26-December  2. 

Locust  Grove,  Virginia,  November 
27. 

1864. 

Wilderness,  Virginia,  May  5-7. 
Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Virginia, 

May  8-21. 
Landron  Farm,  Virginia,  May  10. 

Salient,  Virginia,  May  12. 

North  Anna,  Virginia,  May  22-26. 

Totopotomoy,  Virginia,  May  27-31. 
Cold  Harbor,  Virginia,  June  1-12. 
Before  Petersburg,  Virginia,  June  15- 

October  31. 

Assault  of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  June 

15-19- 

Weldon  Railroad,  Virginia,  June  21- 
23- 

Deep  Bottom,  Virginia,  July  27-29. 
Strawberry  Plains,  Virginia,  August 

14-18. 

Poplar  Springs  Church,  Virginia,  Oc- 
tober 2. 

Boydton  Plank  Road,  Virginia,  Oc- 
tober 27-28. 

On  Picket,  June  21,  1862. 

Death  of  Officers. 

Colonel  William  O.  Stevens,  killed 

May  3,  1863,  in  action  at  Chancellors- 
ville, Virginia. 

Captain  Darwin  Willard,  killed  May  5, 

1862,  in  action  at  Williamsburg,  Vir- 

ginia. 
Captain  Patrick  Barrett,  died  May  6, 

1862,  of  wounds  received  in  action  at 

Williamsburg,  Virginia. 

Captain  George  Grecheneck  died  May 

17,  1862,  of  wounds  received  in  action 
at  Williamsburg,  Virginia. 

Captain  Stephen  M.  Doyle,  killed  July 

I,  1862,  in  action  at  Malvern  Hill,  Vir- 

ginia. Captain  Horatio  B.  Pennock,  died 

August  4,  1862,  of  disease  at  Harrison's 
Landing,  Virginia. 

Captain  Harmon  J.  Bliss,  died  June 

6,  1863,  of  wounds  received  in  action  at 
Chancellorsville,  Virginia. 

Captain  Henry  J.  McDonough,  killed 
November  27,  1863,  in  action  at  Locust 
Grove,  Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  William  C.  Brooks, 

killed  May  3,  1863,  in  action  at  Chancel- 
lorsville, Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Hydorn, 

killed  May  3,  1863,  in  action  at  Chan- 
cellorsville, Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  Harrison  F.  Ellis, 

killed  May  3,  1863,  in  action  at  Chan- 
cellorsville, Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  John  Kiener,  killed 

June  16,  1864,  in  action  at  Petersburg, 
Virginia. 

Second  Lieutenant  Charles  A.  Foss, 

died  July  7,  1863,  of  wounds  received  in 
action  at  Gettsysburg,  Pennsylvania. 

The  regiment  lost  by  death,  killed  in 
action,  nine  officers,  one  hundred  eleven 
enlisted  men ;  of  wounds  received  in 

action  three  officers,  fifty-one  enlisted 
men ;  of  diseases  and  other  causes  one 

officer,  ninety-five  enlisted  men ;  total 
thirteen  officers,  two  hundred  fifty- 
seven  enlisted  men,  in  the  aggregate 

two  hundred  seventy,  of  whom  ten  en- 
listed men  died  at  the  hands  of  the enemy. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  regard 

to  the  Seventy-second  Regiment  as  one- 
half  of  it  was  furnished  by  this  county 
and  it  was  the  first  to  leave  the  county 

for  active  duty,  and  there  was  a  large  in- 
terest felt  as  to  its  welfare.  The  dis- 

charge from  service  has  already  been 
notice  1. 
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Regimental  Roster. 

Colonel — Nelson  Taylor. 
Lieutenant  Colonel — I.  Moses. 

Major — William  O.  Stevens. 
Surgeon — C.  K.  Irwin. 
Chaplain- — Rev.  L.  W.  Norton. 

Adjutant— S.  M.  Doyle. 
Quartermaster — Thomas  W.  G.  Frey. 

Quartermaster  Sergeant — John  McN. 
Grant. 

Commissary  Sergeant  —  Isaac  A. 
Brooks. 

Sergeant  -Major — Samuel  Bailey. 
Hospital     Steward  —  Frederick  M. 

Fincke. 

CIVIL  WAR. 

Ninth  New  York  Cavalry. 

Much  of  the  material  for  this  notice 

of  the  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry  was 

obtained  from  a  history  of  the  regi- 
ment by  Hon.  Newel  Cheney. 

In  August  and  September,  1861,  a 
volunteer  cavalry  regiment  was  enlisted 
in  this  county  and  Cattaraugus.  I  do 

not  find  that  any  orders  had  been  is- 
sued for  the  formation  (i)  but  it  began 

its  organization  by  the  "volunteering 
of  men  for  cavalry  service  in  the  Coun- 

ties of  Chautauqua,  Cattaraugus  and 

Wyoming  in  this  state,  and  in  the  ad- 

joining towns  of  Warren  County,  Pa." 
It  had  progressed  so  far  and  successful- 

ly that  on  September  9,  1861,  an  order 
was  issued  for  the  regiment  to  go  into 
camp  at  Westfield  in  this  county.  The 
camp  was  the  old  Fair  Grounds  south 
of  the  village  and  was  named  Camp 
Seward  in  honor  of  William  H.  Seward 

then  the  Secretary  of  State  in  Presi- 

dent Lincoln's  Cabinet.  Company  offi- 
cers were  at  once  elected,  as  provided 

by  law,  and  Dr.  John  Spencer  of  West- 
field  was  appointed  Regimental  Sur- 

geon and  examined  the  men  as  to  their 

fitness  for  the  service.    The  following 

companies  were  found  to  be  in  camp, 
about  half  of  them  quartered  in  barracks 
and  the  balance  in  tents  : 

Company  i  Westfield  Company,  Cap- 
tain H.  J.  Cowden  ;  Company  F,  Busti 

Company,  Captain  William  B.  Martin ; 

Company  C,  Jamestown  Company,  Cap- 
tain J.  R.  Dinnin ;  Company  K,  Fre- 

donia  Company,  Captain  T.  W.  Glis- 
son ;  Company  D  Portland  Company, 

Captain  J.  G.  Weld;  Company  E  Ran- 

dolph Company,  Captain  B.  F.  Cham- 
berlain ;  Company  B,  Little  Valley  Com- 

pany, Captain  E.  A.  Anderson ;  Com- 
pany A,  Wyoming  County  Company, 

Captain  Stimson ;  Company  G,  Wy- 

oming County  Company,  Captain  To- 
zier;  Company  H,  Wyoming  County 

Company,  Captain  Bentley. 

A  Sherman  Company,  Captain  B.  J. 

Coffin,  was  consolidated  with  the  Ran- 

dolph Company  and  Captain  Coffin  suc- 
ceeded to  the  command  in  July,  1862. 

A  portion  of  Captain  Anderson's 
Company  had  enlisted  from  Sugar- 
grove,  Pennsylvania,  where  Captain 
Anderson  had  been  pastor  of  a  church 

before  going  to  Little  Valley.  The 

Companies  from  this  county  were  en- 
listed as  follows :  Company  A  from 

Warsaw,  Wyoming  County ;  Company 
B  from  Little  Valley  and  Sugargrove  ; 

Company  C  from  the  towns  of  Ellicott, 

Ellery,  Ellington,  Poland  and  Carroll ; 
Company  D  from  Portland,  Hanover 

and  Stockton  ;  Company  E  from  Ran- 
dolph, Sherman,  Harmony,  Clymer  and 

Napoli ;  Company  F  from  Harmony, 
Busti,  Farmington  and  Sugargrove ; 
Companies  G  and  H  from  Wyoming 

County ;  Company  I  from  Westfield  and 

Ripley,  Chautauqua  County,  and  Har- 
bor Creek  and  North  East,  Pennsylva- 

nia ;  Company  K  from  Pomfret,  Han- 
over and  Cherry  Creek ;  Company  L 

NOTE. — (1)    There  was  no  authority  issued  by  the  State  for  the  formation  of  any  Regiment,  the  State 
authorizing  only  the  formation  of  Companies, 
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from  St.  Lawrence  County ;  Company 

M  from  New  York  City,  Rouse's  Point, 
Troy  and  Geneva.  Companies  L  and 

M  joined  the  regiment  at  Albany  in  No- 
vember. 

October  lo  Colonel  Burr  Porter  came 

from  Albany  and  took  command  at 

Camp  Seward.  October  31  uniforms, 
clothing  and  canteens  were  distributed 
to  most  of  the  men.  November  i  Col- 

onel Porter  having  returned  to  Albany, 

Major  Wilham  B.  Hyde  came  and  took 
command.  A  single  death  occurred  at 

Camp  Seward,  Amus  Kellogg  of  the 
Busti  Company.  He  was  buried  in  the 

Westfield  cemetery  with  military  hon- 
ors. 

At  Albany  the  Commander-in-chief 

named  as  regimental  field  officers :  Col- 

onel John  Beardsley ;  Lieut. -Colonel, 
William  B.  Hyde ;  Majors,  WilHam 
Sackett,  Charles  McLean  Knox,  George 

S.  Nichols.  The  regiment  left  the  state 
November  26,  1861,  for  Washington, 

having  left  Camp  Seward  November  9. 
At  Washington  they  went  into  camp 

which  they  named  Camp  Fenton  in  hon- 
or of  Hon.  R.  E.  Fenton  then  in  Con- 

gress from  this  district.  They  were  not 
mounted  however  until  after  their  re- 

turn from  the  Peninsular  campaign 
under  General  McClellan,  and  not  until 

the  last  of  June,  1862.  Allow  me  to 

give  here  a  synopsis  of  camp  life  of  the 
cavalryman,  it  will  be  of  interest  to 
those  of  us  who  were  not  obliged  to 
learn  the  routine. 

At  sunrise,  reveille,  fall  in  for  roll 
call. 

At  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  stable  call,  feed 
and  groom  your  horses. 

At  seven,  breakfast  call,  pork,  hard- 
tack and  coffee. 

At  seven-thirty  water  call,  water  your 
horses  and  feed  some  hay. 

At  seven-forty-five,  sick  call,  come 
and  get  your  quinine. 

At  eight  A.  M.,  guard  mounting,  two 
hours  on  and  four  hours  off. 

At  nine  A.  M.,  company  drill,  one-half 
hour. 

At  nine-thirty  fatigue  call,  clean  camp 
and  company  streets. 

At  one  P.  M.,  dinner  call,  potatoes, 

beans,  pork,  hard-tack  and  coffee. 
At  three  P.  M.,  battalion  drill,  one 

hour. 

At  four-thirty  P.  M.,  call  for  parade, 
fall  in  for  dress  parade. 

Five  P.  M.,  dress  parade,  half  to  one 
hour. 

Six  P.  M.,  water  call,  soon  as  dress 

parade  is  over. 
Six-fifteen,  stable  call,  feed  and  groom 

your  horses. 
Six-thirty  P.  M.,  supper  call,  pork, 

hard-tack  and  coffee. 

Eight-thirty  P.  M.,  tattoo,  get  to  your 

quarters. 
Nine  P.  M.,  roll  call  and  soon  after 

comes  taps,  lights  out,  go  to  sleep. 

Subject  to  variations  according  to 
orders. 

It  is  said  that  the  regiment  was 

well  served  by  the  several  officers  who 

supplied  it  with  clothing,  arms  and  am- 
munition, horses,  horse  equipments, 

forage  and  rations,  in  fact  this  is  ac- 
knowledged to  be  true  with  all  the  or- 

ganizations from  this  county.  Lieuten- 
ant W.  H.  Knapp  did  active  and  effi- 

cient service  in  helping  to  organize  the 

regiment  and  served  as  its  first  Quar- 
termaster, and  in  the  sununer  of  1862 

in  recruiting  service  enlisted  many  men 
for  the  regiment.  Lieutenant  Knapp 

was  succeeded  by  Lieutenant  E.  A. 
Skinner  who  entered  upon  his\duties  as 

Quartermaster  with  the  active  service 
of  the  regiment  in  the  field.  Lieutenant 

Skinner's  business  capacity  and  integrity 
added  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  de- 

partment and  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
regiment.  It  will  not  be  possible  for 

me  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  this  regi- 
ment specially,  but  will  refer  to  their 

services  in  a  general  way  by  which  you 

will  see  that  the  life  of  the  Chautauqua 
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soldiers  was  no  sinecure.  They  partici- 

pated as  a  regiment  or  as  parts  of  regi- 
ments in  one  hundred  forty  engage- 

ments. 

1862 —  Yorktown,  Virginia,  April  5- 
May  4 ;  before  Williamsburg,  Virginia  ; 
May  5  ;  near  Slatersville,  Virginia,  May 

9;  General  Pope's  Campaign,  Virginia, 
July  19  -  September  2;  near  Cedar 
Mountain,  Virginia,  August  12; 

Freeman's  Ford,  August  22 ;  Great 
Run,  Virginia,  August  23 ;  Sulphur 

Springs,  August  23-24;  Jones's  Ford, 
August  24 ;  Deep  Creek,  August  25 ; 
Salem  and  White  Plains,  August  27; 

Groveton,  August  29 ;  Bull  Run,  Au- 
gust 30;  near  Centerville,  August 

31  ;  Chantilly,  September  i  ;  near  Fair- 
fax Court  House,  Virginia,  September 

2-4;  Bristoe  Station  and  Brentsville, 
Virginia,  September  24;  Warrenton, 
White  Plains  and  Salem,  September  29; 

Aldie,  Virginia,  October  i  ;  Snickersville 

and  Middleburg,  Virginia,  October  13; 

Paris,  Virginia,  October  17;  Salem,  Vir- 
ginia, October  17;  near  New  Baltimore, 

October  18;  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Vir- 
ginia, October  18;  Haymarket,  Virginia, 

November  18  ;  Warrenton,  Virginia,  Oc- 
tober 19;  Thoroughfare  Gap,  November 

3 ;  New  Baltimore,  November  9 ; 

Upperville,  Virginia,  November  28 ; 

Aldie  and  Berryville,  Virginia,  No- 

vember 29 ;  Snickers  Gap,  Virginia,  No- 
vember 30 ;  Kelleysville,  Virginia,  De- 

cember 22. 

1863 —  Alcock,  Virginia,  January  21  ; 

Morrisville,  Virginia,  January  26 ;  Rap- 
pahanock  Station,  Virginia,  February 

2 ;  Morrisville,  Virginia,  February  5 ; 
Somersville,  Virginia,  February  9 ; 

Freeman's  Ford,  Virginia,  April  15; 
near!  Warrenton,  Virginia,  April  28; 

Kelly's  Ford,  April  29 ;  Culpepper,  Vir- 
ginia, April  30 ;  Rapidan  Station,  Vir- 
ginia, May  I  ;  Chancellorsville,  Virginia, 

May  2  ;  Beverly's  Ford,  Virginia,  June 
9;  Warrenton  Junction,  Virginia,  June 

10 ;  Ashby's  Gap,  Virginia,  June  20 ; 

Philomont,  Virginia,  June  22 ;  Sulphur 

Springs,  June  24;  Haymarket  and  Thor- 
oughfare Gap,  Virginia,  June  24-25 ; 

Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  July  1-3; 

WilHamsport,  Maryland,  July  6;Downs- 
ville,  Maryland,  July  7 ;  Boonsboro, 
Maryland,  July  8 ;  Beaver  Creek,  July 

9;  Frunkstown,  Maryland,  July  10-13; 
Falling  Waters,  Maryland,  Tuly  14;  Em- 
mittsburg,  Maryland,  July  18;  Manassas 

Gap,  Virginia,  July  21-22;  Wapping 

Heights,  July  23  ;  Barber's  Cross  Roads, 
Virginia,  July  25 ;  Rixey's  Ford,  Vir- 

ginia, July  29;  Brandy  Station,  Virginia, 
August  I  ;  Stafford  Store,  Virginia,  Au- 

gust 23  ;  Mt.  Gilead,  Virginia,  Septem- 
ber I  ;  Brandy  Station,  Virgfinia,  Sep- 

tember 13;  Rapidan  Station,  Virginia, 

September  14-15  ;  Raccoon  Ford,  Vir- 

ginia, September  19;  Barnett's  Ford, 
Virginia,  September  22-23  5  Germanna 
Ford,  Virginia,  October  10;  Stevens- 
burg,  and  Brandy  Station,  Virginia, 
October  11  ;  Hunters  Ford,  Virginia, 

October  17-18;  Bealton  Station,  Vir- 

ginia, October  24-26;  Muddy  Run,  Vir- 
ginia, November  8 ;  Mine  Run  Cam- 

paign, Virginia,  November  26-Decem- 
ber  2. 

1864 — Barnett's  Ford,  Virginia,  Feb- 
ruary 6-7 ;  Wilderness,  Virginia,  May 

5-7;  Todd's  Tavern,  Virginia,  May  7-8; 

Sheridan's  Raid,  James  River,May  9-24 ; 
North  Anna,  Virginia,  May  9-10;  Yel- 

low Tavern,  Virginia,  May  11  ;  Meadow 

Bridge,  Virginia,  May  12  ;  Jones  Bridge, 

Virginia,  May  17;  Hanoverton  and 

Cramp's  Creek,  Virginia,  May  27;  Old 
Church,  Virginia,  May  30 ;  Cold  Har- 

bor, Virginia,  Mav  31 -June  i  ;  Gaines 

Mills,  Virginia,  June  2 ;  General  Sheri- 
dan's Trevilian  Raid,  Virginia,  June  7- 

24;  Trevilian  Station,  Virginia,  June 

11-12;  White  House,  Virginia,  June  21  ; 

Jones  Bridge,  June  23 ;  Charles  City 

Court  House,  Virginia,  June  24 ;  be- 
fore Petersburg,  Virginia,  June  26-July 

3 ;  Prince  George  Court  House,  Vir- 
ginia, June  29 ;  Prince  George  Court 



548  CHNTtNNlAL  HISTORY  0 

!  I,  Ml  sr.  \  ir-ini.-i,  Jnlv  i^)-2();  Deep  Bot- 

i.,m.  \  ir-inia,  Julv  -7-2(j ;  Shenandocah 

Cainpai-n.  Aii-usl  lo,  \^(^,  to  March  5, 

iS(.5;  IUmtn  svilK-.  X  ir.qinia,  Aiigiist  10; 

\\\\l..\vn,  \  ir-inia,  Au,Li-iist  i  r;  Berrys- 
\  ir-inia,  An^nsl  12;  Cedar  Creek, 

-inia.  \ii-nsl  14;  Ccdarsville,  Virginia, 

AuL^iisi  K);  (  )ld  TollLi-ate,  Virginia,  Au- 

-iist  17:  I'ront  I\()\al,  X'irginia ;  August 
iS;  Kcarncx  s\  ille,  X'irginia,  August  19; 

Sunnnit  Point,  X'irginia,  August  21  ; 
Kcarncysville,  \'irginia,  August  25; 
Sniithtield.  \  irginia, August  29;  Berrys- 

\  irginia,  September  3-4;  Win- 

clu'stcr.  A^irginia,  September  9;  Bunker 
llill.  \  irginia,  September  13;  Opequon, 
or  Winchester,  \lrginia,  September  19; 

iMsher's  Hih,  Virginia,  Septem- 
ber 22 ;  Mount  Jackson,  A^ir- 

ginia,  September  23-24;  Port  Re- 

l)ul)hc,  \'irginia,  September  26-27 ;  New 
Market,  \'irginia,  September  28;  Mt. 
Crawford,  Virginia,  October  i  ;  Colum- 

bia Furnace,  A'lrginia,  October  8  ;  Tom's 
Brook,  Mrginia,  October  9 ;  Mt.  Jack- 

son, October  10;  near  Strasburg,  Vir- 
ginia, October  14;  Cedar  Creek,  Vir- 

ginia, October  17;  Cedar  Creek,  Vir- 

ginia, October  19;  Woodstock,  Vir- 
ginia, October  20;  Middleton,  Virginia; 

Xovcmber  11;  Rood's  Hill,  Virginia, 
Xovember  22 ;  Snickersville,  Virginia, 

Xovcm1)er  30 ;  Liberty  Mills,  A^irginia, 
I)eccnil)cr  21;  Gordonsville,  Virginia, 
December  22 ;  Warrenton,  Virginia, 
December  26. 

1865 — Waynesboro,  A'irginia,  March 
2;  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  March  3; 
(loochland  Court  House,  Virginia, 
March  it;  White  House,  Virginia, 
March  18;  Appomattox  Campaign,  Vir- 

ginia, March  28-April  9;  Dinwiddle 
Court  House  March  30-31  ;  Five  Forks, 

X'irginia,  April  i  ;  fall  of  Petersburg, 
X'irginia,  April  2 ;  Deep  Creek,  A^irginia, April  3;  near  Amelia  Court  House, 

X'irginia,  April  4;  Sailors  Creek,  Vir- ginia, Apirl  6;  Appomattox  Station, 

X'irginia,  April  8;  Appomattox  Court 

CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

House,  Virginia,  surrender  of  Lee's 
army,  April  9. 

Colonel  Beardsley  resigned  April  8, 

1863,  and  Wilham  Sackett  was  made 
Colonel  May  i,  1863,  but  died  June  14, 

1864,  from  wounds  received  near  Tre- 
vilian  Station  June  11,  1864.  George 
Nichols  was  made  Colonel  March  i, 

[865,  and  was  mustered  out  with  the 

regiment  July  17,  1865,  at  Clouds  Mills. 

Death  of  Officers. 

Colonel  WilHam  Sackett  died  June 

14,  1864,  of  wounds  received  in  action 
at  Trevilian  Station,  Virginia,  June  11. 

Major  A.  McQuinn  Corrigan  died 

May  28,  1864,  of  wounds  received  in  ac- 
tion at  Meadow  Bridge,  Virginia, 

May  12. 
Captain  Harmon  J.  Cowden  died  May 

2,  1862,  of  disease  near  White  House, 

Virginia. 
Captain  Asa  B.  Merrill  died  June  23, 

1862,  of  disease  at  Washington,  District 
of  Columbia. 

Captain  John  Q.  Brown  died  July  18, 
1864,  of  wounds  received  in  action  May 
II  at  Yellow  Tavern,  Virginia. 

Captain  C.  W.  Ayers  killed  Septem- 
ber 19,  1864,  in  action  at  Opequon,  Bat- 
tle of  Winchester,  Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  Lyman  J.  Cobb  died 

September  6,  1862,  of  disease. 
First  Lieutenant  Zebedee  Truesdale 

died  September  29,  1862,  of  disease  at 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 

First  Lieutenant  George  B.  Stock- 
well,  died  October  3,  1863,  of  disease 
near  Falmouth,  Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  Perry  Bly  died  May 

17,  1864,  of  wounds  received  in  action 
at  Todd's  Tavern,  Virginia,  May  8, 
T864. 

First  Lieutenant  James  P.  Burrows 

killed  August  25,  1864,  in  action  at 
Kearneysville,  Virginia. 

Second  Lieutenant  Judson  W.  Lowe 

died  November  19,  1863,  of  wounds  re- 
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ceived  in  action  at  Brandy  Station,  Au- 

gust I,  1863. 
Surgeon  W.  H-  Rulison  killed  August 

29,  1864,  in  action  at  Smithfield,  Vir- 

ginia. 
The  regiment  lost  during  its  service, 

by  death,  killed  in  action  three  officers 
and  sixty  enlisted  men  ;  died  of  wounds 
received  in  action  five  officers  and  twen- 

ty-nine enlisted  men  ;  died  of  disease  and 
other  causes  five  officers  and  one  hun- 

dred twenty-two  enlisted  men,  an  aggre- 
gate of  two  hundred  twenty-four  of 

whom  sixteen  enlisted  men  died  in  the 

hands  of  the  enemy.  Wounded  and  re- 
covered, thirty-two  officers  and  two  hun- 

dred forty-two  enlisted  men.  Captured, 
four  officers  and  one  hundred  thirty- 
nine  men. 

100th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  Infantry. 

In  the  fall  of  1861  and  the  winter  fol- 
lowing the  One  Hundredth  Regiment 

was  enlisted  at  Buffalo  and  vicinity  it 

is  said,  this  county  furnishing  but  one 
company.  The  facts  are,  the  portion 
of  the  regiment  furnished  from  this 

county  was  enlisted  at  Jamestown, 

Brocton,  Dunkirk,  Ma}'ville,  Portland, 
Westfield,  Arkwright,  Cherry  Creek, 
Smith  Mills  and  Villenova.  It  was  mus- 

tered into  the  United  States  service  at 

Buffalo  and  left  the  state  March  10, 

1862.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  give  the 
number  from  each  town  in  the  county 
and  its  organization,  but  I  am  advised 

that  it  is  not  possible.  It  served  in  var- 
ious brigades  and  divisions,  commenc- 

ing in  Nagli's  regiment,  Casey's  divi- 
sion, Fourth  Corps  and  was  mustered 

out  under  Colonel  George  F.  Danby, 

August  28,  1865,  at  Richmond,  Virginia. 
It  was  very  unfortunate  as  to  losses  in 
action  and  otherwise,  eight  officers 
killed  in  action  and  one  hundred  fifteen 

enlisted  men  ;  died  of  wounds  received 

in  action  four  officers  and  sixty-seven 
enlisted  men ;  of  disease  and  other 
causes,  one  officer  and  two  hundred  two 

enlisted  men,  in  full  three  hundred  nine- 

ty-seven, of  whom  two  officers  and  sev- 
enty-nine enlisted  men  died  in  the  hands 

of  the  enemy. 

Death  of  Officers. 

Colonel  James  M.  Brown  was  killed 

May  31,  1862,  in  action  at  Fair  Oaks, 

Virginia. 
Major  James  H.  Danby  was  killed 

April  2,  1865,  in  action  at  Petersburg, 

Virginia. 
Captain  William  Richardson  died  July 

27,  1864,  of  wounds  received  in  action 
at  Deep  Bottom,  Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  Samuel  S.  Kellogg 

was  killed  May  31,  1862,  in  action  at 
Fair  Oaks,  Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  John  Wilkeyson, 

Jr.,  was  killed  May  31,  1862,  in  action 
at  Fair  Oaks,  Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  Rodney  B.  Smith, 

Jr.,  died  June  29,  1862,  of  disease  at 
Savage  Station,  Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Her- 
bert H.  Haddock  killed  July  18,  1863, 

at  Fort  Wagner,  South  Carolina. 
First  Lieutenant  James  Kavanaugh 

killed  July  18,  1863,  at  Fort  Wagner, 
South  Carolina,  in  action. 

Second  Lieutenant  Charles  S.  Far- 
nuni  died  May  12,  1862,  of  disease  at 
Yorktown,  Virginia. 

Second  Lieutenant  Charles  H.  Run- 
kle  killed  July  18,  1863,  in  action  at 
Fort  Wagner,  South  Carolina. 
Second  Lieutenant  Cyrus  Brown  died 

August  13,  1863,  of  wounds  received 
in  action  at  Fort  Wagner,  South  Caro- lina. 

Second  Lieutenant  Azor  H.  Hoyt 
killed  May  16,  1864,  in  action  at 

Drewry's  BlufT,  Virginia. 
Second  Lieutenant  James  H.  French 

died  May  22,  1864,  at  Libby  Prison  of 

wounds  received  in  action  at  Drewry's 
BlufT,  Virginia. 

The  One  Hundredth  Regiment  is  on 

record  as  having  participated  in  thirty- 
eight  engagements. 
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iSf>2-  Sic.^c  of  N'orklovvn,  Virginia, 

.\l)ril  i5-Ma>  4;  Lcc's  Mills,  April  28; 
W  illiaiiishur-.  \  iroinia,  May  5;  Savage 

Station,  \  irginia.  May  25;  Seven  Pines, 

\  ir-inia.  May  2«;;  l^'air  Oaks,  Virginia, 

May  30;  kair  Oaks,  \  irginia.  May  31- 

)une  1;  Seven  Days'  IJattle,  June  25- 
lulv  j;  Ivailroad  and  IJattoons  Bridge, 

June  2S-29;  White  Oak  Swamp  Bridge, 

June  30;  Malvern  Hill,  July  i  ;  Carter's 

Mill,  Inly  2;  Wood's  Cross  Roads,  Vir- 
ginia. December  14. 

uSf)3 — Cole's  Island,  South  Carolina, 
March  31  ;  Iu)lly  Island,  South  Carolina, 

April  !()-!  1  ;  Morris  Island,  South  Caro- 
lina. Inly  10;  l)attery  Wagner,  South 

Carolina,  July  t8;  Siege  of  Battery 

Wagner,  South  Carolina,  July  19-Sep- 

icinhcr  7;  \'incents  Creek,  August  4; 
Bombardment  of  Fort  Sumter,  August 

17-23;  Operations  in  Charleston  Har- 
bor, South  Carolina,  September  8-De- 

ccmbcr  31  ;  r>ombardment  of  Fort 

Sumter,  South  Carolina,  October  26- 
Xovember  9. 

1864 —  Operations  against  Petersburg 
and  Richmond,  Virginia,  May  5-31  ; 
I'ort  Walthal  and  Chester  Station,  May 
()-/\  Swift  Creek,  Virginia,  May  9-10; 
Proctor's  Creek,  Virginia,  May  12, 
Drewry's  Blufif,  Virginia,  May  14-16; 
I'.ermnda  Hundred,  May  18-26;  Before 
I'etersburg  and  Richmond,  Virginia, 
June  15-April  2,  1865.  Assault  of 
Petersburg,  Virginia,  June  15-19;  Grov- 

er's  House,  Deep  Bottom,  Virginia, 
June  21  ;  Deep  Bottom,  Virginia,  July 
27-29;  Strawberry  Plains,  Virginia, 
August  14-18;  Chaffin's  Farm,  Vir- 

ginia, September  29-October  i  ;  Daley's 
Tower  Road,  Virginia,  October  27-29. 

1865 —  Appomattox  Campaign,  Vir- 
ginia, March  28-April  2;  Fall  of  Pet- 

ersburg, Virginia,  April  7;  Appomattox 
Court  House,  April  9. 

49th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  Infantry, 
Vouv  companies  of  this  regiment  were 

enlisted  late  in  1861  at  Dunkirk,  Fre- 
donia,  Westfield,  Forestville  and  James^ 
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town.  They  were  incorporated  at  Buf- 
falo with  six  other  companies,  Septem- 

ber 18  as  the  Forty-ninth  Regiment  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
D.  D.  Bidwell  of  Buffalo.  Colonel  Bid- 
well  afterward  resigned  and  was  made 

Brigadier  General,  but  was  killed  at  the 

Battle  of  Cedar  Creek,  Virginia,  Octo- 
ber 19,  1864.  Lieutenant  Cluney  had 

recruited  a  number  of  men  at  James- 
town which  he  took  with  him  to  Buf- 

falo and  they  were  assigned  to  Com- 

pany A,  Captain  Marsh. 
Regimental  officers — Daniel  D.  Bid- 

well,  Colonel ;  William  A.  Alberger, 
Lieutenant  Colonel ;  G.  W.  Johnson, 

Major;  H.  D.  Tillinghast,  Quartermas- 
ter ;  William  A.  Bully  more.  Adjutant ; 

James  A.  Hall,  Surgeon  ;  W.  W.  Potter, 
Assistant  Surgeon. 

Companies  enlisted  in  Chautauqua 

County — Company  A,  H.  N.  Marsh, 
Captain ;  P.  S.  Cottle,  T.  T.  Cluney, 
Lieutenants. 

Company  G — J.  C.  Drake,  Captain ; 

P.  Stevens,  J.  G.  Thompson,  Lieuten- 
ants. 

Company  I — Rasselaus  Dickenson, 
Captain  ;  E.  D.  Holt,  J.  A.  Boyd,  Lieu- 
tenants. 

Company  K — A.  J.  Marsh,  Captain ; 

A.  J.  Bowen,  E.  F.  Carpenter,  Lieu- tenants. 

The  regiment  left  Buffalo  the  i6th 

of  September,  1861,  and  the  state  Sep- 
tember 20,  and  served  at  or  near  Wash- 
ington for  a  year,  when  it  was  sent  to 

other  sections  as  will  be  seen  when  the 

list  of  engagements  is  presented.  They 

were  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, "in  the  field."  In  all  the  severe 

struggles  through  which  the  Army  of 

the  Potomac  passed  from  McClellan's 
first  campaign  toward  Richmond  to  the 
final  issue  at  Appomattox  under  Grant 
the  Forty-ninth  had  its  share.  While 

engaged  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  its 
time  of  enlistment  expired  and  it  was 
honorably  discharged  and  mustered  out 
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under  Colonel  George  H.  Selkirk  in 

September,  1864.  The  regiment  was 

afterward  re-organized  and  contin- 
ued in  service  until  June  27,  1865, 

when  it  was  finally  mustered  out 

at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 
In  the  three  years  of  its  service 

the  regiment  lost  by  death,  killed  in  ac- 
tion, ten  officers,  eighty-four  enlisted 

men ;  those  dying  of  wounds  received  in 

action  five  officers,  forty-two  men ;  from 
disease  and  other  causes,  five  officers, 

one  hundred  seventy-five  men,  a  total 
of  twenty  officers,  three  hundred  one 

enlisted  men  or  three  hundred  twenty- 

one  in  the  aggregate  ;  twenty-three  en- 
listed men  died  in  the  hands  of  the 

enemy.    Their  losses  were  severe. 

Deaths. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  George  W.  John- 

son, died  July  27,  1864,  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  action  July  12,  1864,  at  Wash- 

ington, D.  C. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Erastus  D.  Holt, 

died  April  7,  1865,  of  wounds  received 
in  action  April  2,  1865. 

Major  Wilham  Ellis,  died  August  3, 
1864,  of  wounds  received  in  action  at 

Spottsylvania  Court  House,  May  12, 
1864. 

Captain  Rasselaus  Dickenson  died 
October  12,  1861,  of  paralysis  at 

Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia. 
Captain  Charles  H.  Moss  died  March 

25,  1862,  of  typhoid  fever  at  Lockport, 
New  York. 

Captain  William  T.  Wiggins,  killed 
May  5,  1864,  in  action  at  Wilderness, 
Virginia. 

Captain  Charles  H.  Hickmott,  died 

May  6,  1864,  of  wounds  received  in  ac- 
tion at  Wilderness,  Virginia. 

Captain  John  E.  E.  Plogsted,  died 

May  6,  1864,  of  wounds  received  in  ac- 
tion at  Wilderness,  Virginia. 

Captain  Seward  H.  Terry,  killed  May 
I2,i864,in  action  at  Spottsylvania  Court 
House,  Virginia. 

Captain  Reuben  B.  Heacock,  killed 

May  18,  1864,  in  action  at  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  Virginia. 

Eirst  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Wil- 

liam Bullymore  died  May,  1862,  of  dis- 
ease at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  and  Regimental 

Quartermaster  Henry  D.  Tillinghast, 

died  May  31,  1862,  of  disease  at  BufYalo, 
New  York. 

Eirst  Lieutenant  Frederick  Van  Gayle 

died  June  12,  1862,  of  disease  in  Hospi- 
tal at  White  House,  Virginia. 

Eirst  Lieutenant  Henry  C.  Valentine, 

killed  May  6,  1864,  in  action  at  Wilder- 
ness, Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  Reuben  M.  Preston 

killed  May  6,  1864,  in  action  at  Wilder- 
ness, Virginia. 

Eirst  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Fler- 
man  Hass,  killed  May  12,  1864,  in  action 

at  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Virginia. 
First  Lieutenant  David  Lambert,  Jr., 

killed  July  12,  1864,  in  action  at  Wash- 
ington, District  Columbia. 

Second  Lieutenant  M.  L.  V.  Tyler, 

killed  May  10,  1864,  in  action  at  Spott- 
sylvania Court  House,  Virginia. 

Second  Lieutenant  J.  P.  McVean, 

killed  May  12,  1864,  in  action  at  Spott- 
sylvania Court  House,  Virginia. 

Second  Lieutenant  Charles  A.  Sayers 

killed  September  19,  1864,  in  action  at 
Winchester,  Virginia. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  Forty-ninth 

was  not  idle  during  the  term  of  its  en- 
listment, as  it  was  engaged  in  the  fol- 

lowing battles  and  skirmishes  of  greater 
or  less  importance : 

1 861 —  Lewinsville,  Virginia,  October 13- 

1862 —  Waits  Creek,  Virginia,  April 
I  ;  Watts  and  Youngs  Mills,  Virginia, 

April  4;  Siege  of  Yorktown,  April  5- 

May  4;  Lee's  Mills,  April  5-16;  Before 
Yorktown,  April  26;  Williamsburg, 

May  5 ;  Mechanicsville,  Virginia,  May 
24;  Goldings  Farm,  Virginia,  June  5; 
New  Bridge,  Virginia,  June  18 ;  Seven 
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Davs'  I'.allK-.  \\u\c  25 -July  2;  (iarnctls 

{•"arm.  ]u\\c  jy  \  Sava-c  Station,  Vir- 
ginia, Innc  jcj;  White  Oak  Swamp 

I'.rid.i^e.  June  30;  Malvern  Mill,  July  i; 
llarrison's  Landing",  Xiri^inia,  July  3; 
Crainpton  Tass.  Marxland,  September 

14:  Antii'lain.  Maryland,  September  17- 

iS:  I'"rederick.sl)uriL;-,  X  ir^inia,  December 
11-  15. 

iS()3  -Marves  Heights  and  Salem 
Churcli,  V  irginia,  May  3-4;  Deep  Run 

("ros.sin^-,  \  ir^inia,  June  5;  Gettysburg, 
remisx  h  ania,  July  1-2-3;  Fairfield  Gap, 
|nl\  Antietam  and  Marsh  Run,  Mary- 

land. Iul\  7;  h^nikstown,  Maryland, 

|nl\  13:  W'illiamsport,  Maryland,  Jnly 
14;  l\aj)pahannock  Station,  Virginia, 

.\()\-end)er  7;  Mine  Run  Campaign,  Vir- 
ginia, .Xovember  26-December  2. 

1864 —  Wilderness,  Virginia,  May  5-7; 

Si)()tts}  lvania,  X'irginia,  May  8-21  ;  Piney 
r.ranch  Church,  May  8;  Landron's 

h'arm,  May  10;  The  Salient,  Virginia, 
May  12;  d\)topotomoy,  Virginia,  May 

27-31  -.Xorth  Anna,  Virginia,  May  22-26; 

Cold  Ilar1)()r,  \'irginia.  May  3T-June  i; 
lie  tore  Petersburg,  Virginia,  June  18, 
July  (),  .\pril  2;  Assault  on  Petersburg, 

X'irginia,  June  18-19;  Gurley  House, XXeldon  Railroad,  Virginia,  June  21-23; 

I'ort  Stevens,  District  Columbia,  July 
12-  13;  Charlestown,  West  Virginia,  Au- 

gust 21  ;  Opegnon  Creek,  Virginia,  Sep- 

tember 19;  iMsher's  Hill,  September  22; 
Cedar  Creek,  X'irginia,  October  19. 

1865 —  Petersburg,  Virginia,  Works, 
March  25;  Appomattox  Campaign, 
\  irginia,  March  28-April  9;  Fall  of  Fet- 

ersl)urg,  X'irginia,  April  2;  Sailors 
Creek,  X'irginia,  April  6;  Appomattox Court  House,  April  9. 

CHAUTAUQUA  REGIMENT. 
I12th  N.  Y.  Infantry. 

1  his  regiment  was  recruited  mainly 
in  Chautau(iua  and  Cattaraugus  Coun- 

ties in  i8()2  and  organized  at  Jamestown 
and  nuistered  into  the  United  States 

service  for  three  years  September  11, 
1862. 

The  companies  were  recruited  with 
few  exceptions,  Company  A  at  Ellicott, 
Carroll,  Poland  and  Gerry ;  Company 
B  at  Pomfret,  Stockton,  Charlotte, 

Gerry ;  Company  C  at  Hanover,  Ville- 
nova.  Cherry  Creek  and  Arkwright ; 

Company  D  at  Harmony,  Mina,  French 
Creek,  Clymer,  Busti  and  Kiantone ; 

Company  E  at  Westfield,  Ripley,  Chau- 
tauqua, Sherman  and  Ellery ;  Company 

F  at  EUicoitt,  Harmony  and  Gerry  ; 

Company  G  at  Dunkirk,  Portland  and 
Sheridan  ;  Company  H  at  Chautauqua ; 

Company  I  at  Pomfret  and  Stockton 
and  K  at  Hanover,  Villenova  and 

Cherry  Creek. 
Of  their  various  fields  of  operation 

you  may  judge  when  I  name  the  battles 
in  which  they  v/ere  engaged.  The  sum- 

mer of  1862  was  a  gloomy  period  in  the 
history  of  the  war,  victories  had  been 
won,  but  disaster  had  followed  hard 
after.  These  disasters  had  the  efifect 

of  showing  the  earnestness  of  the  re- 
bellion and  of  prompting  our  govern- 

ment to  more  earnest  work. 

The  call  of  the  President  for  three 
hundred  thousand  volunteers  for  three 

years  in  July  of  this  year,  followed  soon 
by  a  call  for  a  like  number  by  draft  for 
nine  months  electrified  the  whole  land. 

The  answer  from  every  Northern  State 
was  cheering,  as  I  remember.  Notwith- 

standing Chautauqua  had  thus  far  hon- 
ored every  call  and  furnished  her  full 

quota,  now  she  was  called  upon  for 
eighteen  hundred  six  men  or  one  out  of 

every  sixty-four  of  the  entire  popula- 
tion, men,  women  and  children.  It  was 

not  surprising  that  the  country  was 
electrified.  All  this  called  for  earnest 
work.  The  County  Military  Committee 
which  had  some  time  since  been  ap- 

pointed and  composed  of  Colonel  A.  F. 
Allen,  Hon.  G.  W.  Patterson,  J.  G. 
Hinckley,  Milton  Smith,  John  F.  Phelps 
and   Charles   Kennedy,   in  agreement 
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with  a  similar  commillcc  in  Cattaraii- 

_i;us  C'onnlN  .  rcsoK-cd  to  raise  ten  com- 
panies— Cliaiitaucnia  to  raise  six  com- 

panies and  C'allarauiiiis  to  raise  four. 
This  was  accomplished  1)y  the  22(1  of 

.\n,L;ust  and  each  c()m])any  was  filled. 

At  a  mcelinj^-  of  the  Chautauc[ua  Com- 

mittee on  the  14th  of  Aug-ust  it  was 
resolved  to  raise  four  more  companies 
to  answer  the  call  for  that  month  for 

drafted  men,  and  hy  the  31st  of  August 
in  many  towns  the  required  number  was 

obtained.  The  work  of  recruiting  re- 
sulted in  raising  in  both  counties  thir- 

teen full  com])anies  of  one  hundred  men 

each.  Ten  of  these  companies  consti- 
tuted  i]^'  One   Hundred  Twelfth  or 

camp  having  been  named  Camp  Brown 
in  honor  of  Colonel  James  M.  Brown  of 

the  One  Hundredth  New  York  Regi- 
ment, recently  killed  at  the  Battle  of 

Fair  Oaks,  Virginia.  The  Chautauqua 
Regiment  was  mustered  into  the  United 

States  service  on  the  nth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1862,  and  the  next  day  started 

for  the  seat  of  war.  The  Chautauqua 

Regiment  contained  many  more  Chau- 
tauqua men  than  any  other  regiment, 

and  great  interest  was  felt  in  its  for- 
tunes. 

Before  leaving  for  the  front  a  stand 
of  regimental  colors  was  presented  by 

the  state.  Judge  R.  P.  Marvin  whom 
we  all  remember  so  favorably  and  well, M  *D  Q 

SURVIVORS  OF  CO.  B.  112TH  N.  T.  REG 

Chautauclua  Regiment.  All  these  com- 
panies were  officered  by  those  who  had 

been  most  active  in  their  enHstment  in 
the  localities  where  they  were  raised 
as  we  shall  soon  see.  Colonel  A.  F. 
Allen  of  Jamestown  w^as  appointed 
provisional  Colonel,  but  eventually  Cap- 

tain Jeremiah  C.  Drake  of  the  Forty- 
ninth  Xew  York  Volunteers,  a  promi- 

nent minister  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
W'estfield,  was  chosen  Colonel.  It  was a  fact  that  this  regiment  was  composed 
of  the  best  material  the  county  afford- 

ed, from  walks  of  civil  life.  Before  the 
close  of  August  the  regiment  was  in 
camj)  at  Jamestown,  this  county— the 

IMENT,  AT  CELORON,  N.  Y.,  JUNE  12,  1903. 

made  the  presentation  speech,  and  was 

responded  to  by  Colonel  Drake.  Sev- 
eral thousand  people  were  assembled 

to  see  them  ofif  and  with  all  of  us  the 

scene  is  still  remembered  and  in  many 
homes  with  saddened  hearts.  After- 

ward they  were  donated  by  the  Board 
of  Supervisors.,  the  flag  belonging  to  the 
county  and  it  was  sent  to  them  while 
in  the  field.  On  the  17th  day  of  Sep- 

tember they  landed  at  Fortress  Monroe 

and  soon  after  marched  to  Suffolk,  Vir- 

ginia. As  the  regiment  was  a  name- 
sake of  ours  I  desire  to  name  Colonel 

Drake's  regimental  family: 
Jeremiah  Drake,  Colonel ;  F.  A.  Red- 
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dington,  Lieutenant  Colonel ;  E.  F.  Car- 
penter, Major;  S.  E.  Marvin,  Adjutant; 

F.  A.  Waters,  Quartermaster ;  C.  E. 

Washburn,  Surgeon ;  E.  Boyd,  Assist- 
ant Surgeon  ;  J.  R.  Thomas,  Assistant 

Surgeon ;  W.  L.  Hyde,  Chaplain. 

Non-commissioned  staff  —  Sergeant- 
Major,  A.  M.  Lowry ;  Quartermaster 
Sergeant,  W.  N.  Shaw ;  Commissary 
Sergeant,  G.  S.  Parmenter ;  U.  S., 
George  Comstock ;  A.  S.,  Hiram  Vorce. 

Company  Officers. 

Company  A — J.  F.  Smith,  Captain ; 
A.  Dunham,  First  Lieutenant ;  H.  R. 
Barrows,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Company  B — W.  H.  Chaddock,  Cap- 
tain ;  J.  H.  Maynard,  First  Lieutenant ; 

J.  C.  Russ,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Company  C — N.  S.  Scott,  Captain ; 
G.  L.  Pierce,  First  Lieutenant ;  G.  S. 
Talcott,  Second  Lieutenant. 

Company  D — E.  A.  Curtis,  Captain  ; 
R.  A.  L.  Corbett,  A.  M.  Thayer,  Lieu- 
tenants. 

Company  E — Frank  Waters,  Cap- 
tain; S.  N.  Myrick,  N.  Randall,  Lieu- 

tenants. 

Company  F — J.  H.  Mathews,  Cap- 
tain ;  L.  Andrews,  C.  W.  Hoyt,  Lieu- 

tenants. 

Company  G — P.  Stevens,  Captain  ; 
G.  W.  Barber,  G.  W.  Fox,  Lieutenants. 

Company  H — J.  H.  Palmeter,  Cap- 
tain ;  L.  T.  Damon,  E.  F.  Smith,  Lieu- 

tenants. 

Company  I — C.  H.  Only,  Captain ; 
L.  J.  Parker,  C.  A.  Crane,  Lieutenants. 

Company  K — E.  A.  Ludwick,  Cap- 
tain ;  G.  F.  Mount,  George  Colville, 

Lieutenants. 

As  stated  the  regiment  was  sent  to 

Suffolk,  Virginia,  a  malarious  district, 
where  it  suffered  greatly  from  sickness 
which  greatly  thinned  its  ranks,  and  it 

was  further  largely  depleted  by  battal- 
ions of  artillery  being  recruited  from  its 

ranks.  The  record  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred Twelfth  is  a  fearful,  yet  honorable 

one ;  they  have  a  record  of  participating 

in  thirty-seven  engagements. 
1862 —  Franklin,  Virginia,  November 

18;  Zuni,  Virginia,  December  11-12. 
1863 —  Deserted  House,  Virginia,  Jan- 

uary 30;  Siege  of  Suffolk,  Virginia, 

April  ii-May  4;  Somerton  Road,  April 

13;  Edenton,  Virginia,  April  24;  Caws- 

ville,  Virginia,  May  15-16;  Siege  of  Bat- 
tery Wagner,  South  Carolina,  Aug.  11- 

September7  ;  Bombardment  of  Fort  Sum- 
ter, South  Carolina,  August  17-23;  Op- 

erations before  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, September  8 ;  Bombardment  of 

Fort  Sumter,  South  Carolina,  October 
27-November  9. 

1864 —  Johns  Island,  South  Carolina, 

February  9-1 1  ;  Operations  against  Pet- 
ersburg and  Richmond,  May  5-31  ;  Port 

Walthall  and  Chester  Station,  May  6-7; 

Swift  Creek,  Virginia,  May  9-10;  Proc- 

tor's Creek,  May  12;  Drewry's  Bluff, 
Virginia,  May  14-16;  Bermuda  Hun- 

dred, May  18-26;  Ccld  Harbor,  Vir- 
ginia, June  1-12;  Before  Petersburg  and 

Richmond,  Virginia,  June  15;  Assault 

of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  June  15-19; 
Mine  Explosion,  Virginia,  July  30; 

Chafffn's  Farm,  Virginia,  September  29- 
October  i  ;  Darbytown  Road,  Virginia, 

October  27-29 ;  Fort  Fisher,  North  Car- 
olina, December  25. 

1865 —  Fort  Fisher,  North  Carolina, 

January  15;  Cape  Fear  entrenchments. 

North  Carolina,  February  11-12  \  Fort 
Anderson,  North  Carolina,  February 

18-20;  near  Wilmington,  North  Caro- 
lina, February  22 ;  Camoaign  of  the 

Carolinas,  March  i-April  26;  Coxe's 
Bridge,  North  Carolina,  March  23-24; 
near  Faissons,  North  Carolina,  April 

4 ;  Bennett  House,  North  Carolina, 

April  26. 
The  regiment  was  mustered  out  June 

13,  1865,  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina, 
under  Colonel  Ludwick. 

The  total  enrollment  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred Twelfth  was  fourteen  hundred 

eighty-one,  of  these  there  were  killed 
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in  l.atlK"  and  died  of  wounds,  officers 

,,iiu'.  iiKMi  OIK-  liiindrc'd  Iwcnly-two; 

(HimI  (.1  discast'  one  lunidrcd  ninety- 

\\u\c,  total  [Uvvc  hnndrcd  twenty-four. 

Kclurncd  to  llieir  homes  eleven  hun- 
dred lift \ -six. 

Death  of  Officeri. 

C'olonel  jcrcniiah  C.  l^rake,  died  June 
J.  i8f)4,  of  wounds  received  in  action 
at  Cold  Harbor,  X  ir.^inia,  June  i,  1864. 

C  olonel  John  V.  Smith,  died  June  18, 

iS()5,  of  wounds  received  in  action  Jan- 
uary 15.  i8C)5. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  EHal  F.  Carpen- 

ter, died  May  18,  1864,  of  wounds  re- 

ceived in  action  at  Drewry's  Bluf¥,  Vir- 
ginia. Mav  If).  1864. 

Cai)tain  John  (i.  Palmeter  died  Aug- 
ust i,  1864,  of  wounds  received  in  ac- 
tion at  Cold  Harbor,  Virginia,  June  i, 

i8()4. 

]Mrst  Lieutenant  and  Regimental 

Quartermaster  Frank  Waters,  died  Oc- 
tober 3,  1863,  of  dysentery  at  Beaufort, 

South  Carolina. 

iMrst  Lieutenant  Goidon  L.  Pierce, 
killed  June  i,  1864,  in  action  at  Cold 

I  1  arbor,  \'irginia. 
I'irst  Lieutenant  Samuel  G.  Sherwin, 

killed  June  28,  1864,  in  action  at  Peters- 

burg, X'irginia. 
l'"irst  Lieutenant  George  F.  Mount, 

killed  August  25,  1864,  in  action  before 

Petersburg,  X'irginia. 
l'"irst  Lieutenant  George  W.  Ed- nnnids,  killed  October  27,  1864,  in  ac- 

tion at  h'air  Oaks,  X'irginia. 
Second  Lieutenant  Andre  W.  Matti- 

son,  died  October  22,  1862,  of  typhoid 
fever. 

Second  Lieutenant  Henry  Hull,  died 
Jiil\-  3,  iSf)4,  of  wounds  received  in  ac- 

tion, June  2,  i8r)4. 
Surgeon  Charles  E.  Washam  died 

April  10,  1865.  of  typhoid  fever  at 
l-aissons  Station,  Xorth  Carolina. 

CATTARAUGUS  REGIMENT. 
154th  N.  Y.  Infantry. 

This  was  in  fact  a  Cattaraugus  Regi- 

OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

ment,  but  two  companies  being  enlisted 

in  Chautauqua  County:  Company  E 
at  Portland,  Westfield,  Ripley  and 

Chautauqua;  Company  F  at  Charlotte, 

Arkwright,  Gerry  and  French  Creek 
and  Freedom  of  Cattaraugus  County 

and  a  few  of  Company  G  at  Jamestow^n. 

The  regiment  was  organized  at  James- 
town and  mustered  into  the  United 

States  service  for  three  years  Septem- 

ber 24-25-26,  1862. 
Regimental  stafif — P.  H.  Jones,  Col- 

onel ;  H.  C.  Loomis,  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel;  D.  H.  Allen,  Major;  S.  C.  Noyce, 

Adjutant ;  N.  Van  Aernam,  Surgeon  ;  T. 

A.  Allen,  Quartermaster;  H.  D.  Low- 

ing, Chaplain. 
Company  Officers. 

Company  E — Joseph  B.   Fay,  Cap- 
tain ;  Isaac  T.  Jenkins,  Alexander  Mc- 

Dade,  Lieutenants. 

Company  F — Thomas  Donnelly,  Cap- 
tain ;  John  C.  Griswold,  Dana  P.  Hor- 

ton.  Lieutenants. 

The  regiment  left  camp  at  Jamestown 
for  Washington,  District  Columbia, 

September  30,  1862.  It  became  a  part 
of  the  Eleventh  Army  Corps  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  but  afterward 
was  attached  to  the  Twentieth  Army 

Corps  and  continued  with  it  to  the 
close  of  the  war.  It  was  .in  a  continual 

round  of  duty  to  the  muster  out  June 

II,  1865,  near  Bladensburg,  Maryland. 
It  participated  in  many  severe  conflicts 
and  among  them  the  following: 

1863 —  Chancellorsville,  Virginia,  May 

1-3;  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  July  i- 
3 ;  Wauhatchie,  Tennessee,  October 

28-29 '  Chattanooga  and  Rossville  cam- 
paign, Tennessee,  November  23-27 ; 

Missionary  Ridge,  November  25. 

1864 —  Atlanta  Campaign,  May  3 -Sep- 
tember 2;  Rockv  Faced  Ridge,  May 

8-  10;  Resaca,  May  14-15;  Dallas,  May 

25-June  4;   Kenesaw  Mountain,  June 
9-  July  2;  Pine  Mountain,  June  14-15; 

Golgotha,  June  16-17;  Gulp's  Farm, 
June  22;  The  Assault,  June  27;  Peach 
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Tree  Creek,  July  20;  Atlanta,  July  21- 

August  26 ;  General  Sherman's  Savan- 
nah Campaign,  Georgia,  November  15- 

December  21  ;  March  to  Sea,  November 

15-December  10;  Savannah,  December 
10-21. 

1865 — Campaign  to  Carolinas,  Jan- 
uary 26-March  20 ;  North  and  South 

Edisto  River,  South  Carolina,  Febru- 

ary 12-13;  Snow  Hill,  South  Carolina, 
March  27 ;  Bennett  House,  North  Car- 

olina, April  26. 

The  regiment  lost  by  death,  killed  in 

action,  one  officer  and  fifty-four  enlist- 
ed men ;  died  of  wounds  received  in  ac- 

tion one  officer  and  thirty  enlisted  men, 

of  disease  and  other  causes,  two  offi- 

cers and  one  hundred  ninety-three  en- 
listed men,  in  the  aggregate  two  hun- 

dred eighty-one.  One  officer  and  nine- 
ty enlisted  men  died  in  the  hands  of  the 

enemy. 

At  Gettysburg  the  Captain  of  Com- 
pany E,  J.  B.  Fay^  was  taken  prisoner 

and  two  weeks  thereafter  was  confined 

in  Libby  Prison  where  he  remained  for 

nearly  ten  months,  but  was  then  re- 
leased through  the  influence  of  a  young 

lady  living  in  Fredonia  who  had  a  broth- 
er higfh  up  in  the  confidence  of  the 

Confederate  Government.  The  great- 
est loss  it  sustained  was  in  the  Battle  of 

Rocky  Faced  Ridge  May  8-10,  1864 — 
fourteen  killed  and  forty-two  wounded. 

Death  of  Officers. 

Captain  Alanson  Crosby,  died  July  9, 
1864,  of  wounds  received  in  action  at 

Petersburg,  Virginia,  June  16,  1864. 

First  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Sam- 
uel C.  Noyce,  Jr.,  killed  May  2,  186^, 

in  action  at  Chancellorsville,  Virginia. 
First  Lieutenant  Isaac  T.  Jenkins, 

died  July  27,  1863,  of  disease  at  Rich- 
mond, Virginia. 

Second  Lieutenant  John  W.  Badger, 
died  June  2,  1863,  of  disease  at  Stafford 

•  Court  House,  Virginia. 
Ellsworth  Avengers. 

This  regiment  was  recruited  under 

the  auspices  of  the  Ellsworth  Associa- 
tion of  the  State  of  New  York.  The 

plan  was  to  enlist  from  every  town  and 
ward  of  the  state  one  man,  but  the 

plan  was  not  strictly  adhered  to,  the 
Counties  of  Erie  and  Albany  furnishing 

each  two  companies  and  Herkimer 
County  one  company.  Chautauqua 
County  furnished  a  number  of  men,  but 
just  how  many  cannot  now  be  told.  It 
was  composed  of  a  superior  class  of 
men,  not  one  of  them  thirty  years  of 

age.  The  regiment  was  organized  at 
Albany  under  Colonel  Stephen  W. 

Stryker,  October  15,  1861.  It  left  the 
state  October  21,  1861,  and  did  efficient 
service  until  its  muster  out  under  Col- 

onel Freeman  October  11,  1864,  at  Al- bany. 

During  its  term  of  service  the  regi- 
ment lost  in  the  aggregate  three  hun- 
dred thirty-five  men  of  whom  fifteen 

enlisted  men  died  in  the  hands  of  the 

enemy.  Much  was  expected  of  the 

Forty-fourth  and  we  have  reason  to  be- 
Heve  those  expectations  were  fully  rea- 
lized. 

The  regiment  took  part  in  the  follow- 

ing engagements  : 
1862 —  Siege  of  Yorktown,  Virginia, 

April  5-May  4;  Hanover  Court  House, 

Virginia,  May  27;  Seven  Days'  Battle, 
Virginia'  June  28-July  2;  Gaines  Mill, 
Virginia,  June  27;  Malvern  Cliff,  Vir- 

ginia, June  30;  Malvern  Hill,  Virginia, 

July  I  ;  General  Pope's  Camoaign,  Vir- 
ginia, August  27-September  2 ;  near 

Manassas  Junction,  August  29 ;  Bull 

Run,  Virginia,  August  30 ;  Antietam, 

Maryland,  September  17;  near  Shep- 
hardstown,  Virginia,  September  20 ; 
Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  December 

11-15;  Richard's  Ford,  Virginia,  De- 
cember 30-31. 

1863 —  Chancellorsville,  Virginia,  May 

1-4;  Middleburg,  Virginia,  June  21; 
Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  July  i-^; 
Jones  Cross  Roads,  Virginia,  July  12; 
Bristow  Station,  Virginia,  October  14; 
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Kappali.-mnock  Station,  \'ii*i4'inia,  No- 

vcinbn-  7;  Mine  Run  C"anii)ai.c:n,  Vir- 
<;inia.  Xovcinbcr  26-1  )cccni1)cr  2. 

1864— W  ilderness,  \  irs4inia,  May  5- 

7;  Spotlsylvania  Court  House,  Virginia, 

May  S-21  ;  Pincv  P>ranch  Church,  May 

8:  Laurel  Mill,  May  10;  North  Anna, 

\'ir-inia,  May  22-26;  Totopotomoy, 

\  ir-inia,  May  27-31  ;  Cold  Harbor,  Vir- 
ginia, lune  1-12;  Bethesda  Church, 

June  2-3;  before  Petersburg^,  Virginia, 

Inne  i()-()ctober  ii;  assault  of  Peters- 

burg. \irginia,  June  16-19;  Weldon 

Railroad.  X'irginia,  August  18-21  ;  Pop- 
lar SjM-ing  Church,  Virginia,  Septem- 
ber 3o-(  )ctober  2, 

Death  of  Officers. 

Cai)tain  William  W.  Miller  died  April 

17,  1862,  of  disease  at  Yorktown,  Vir- 
ginia. 

Ca])lain  Lucius  S.  Larabee,  killed 
July  2,  1863,  in  action  at  Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania. 

Captain  Seth  F.  Johnson,  killed  May 

5,  1864,  in  action  at  Wilderness,  Vir- 

ginia. 
Mrst  Lieutenant  William  W.  Jones, 

died  ]\Iay  5,  1862,  of  disease  at  New 
York  City. 

First  Lieutenant  Eugene  L.  Dunham, 

killed  July  2,  1863,  in  action  at  Gettys- 
burg, Pennsylvania. 

Second  Lieutenant  Benjamin  N. 
Tlionias  died  July  8,  1863,  of  wounds  re- 

ceived in  action  at  Gettysburg,  Penn- 
s_\l\-ania. 

7th  Sharpshooters. 

I  coi)y  from  the  County  History  in 
part:  "In  the  summer  of  1862,  while 
recruiting  for  the  army  was  going  on, 
many  exi)ert  riflemen  in  the  south  part 
of  the  county  thought  that  a  sufficient 
number  of  accurate  marksmen  could 
be  found  to  form  a  Company  of  Sharo- 
shooters.  Their  quest  was  successful 
and  an  organization  was  formed.  Jos- 

eph S.  Arnold  was  made  Captain,  C. 
j.  Hall  and  Clinton  Perry  Lieutenants. 
Ihere    were    originally   thirteen  non- 

CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

commissioned  officers  and  thirty-eight 

privates.  In  Octo1)er,  1863  the  com- 
pany received  twelve  recruits.  The 

company  was  at  first  attached  to  the 
One  Hundred  Twelfth  Regiment.  At 
SufYolk  it  was  assigned  to  its  proper 

army  organization.  It  did  good  service 
at  the  Siege  of  SufYolk  and  afterwards 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  Its 

duty  was  full  of  peril,  it  was  always  at 
the  front,  alert  and  watchful  to  resist 

the  first  onset  of  the  enemy.  Its  cas- 
ualties were  nine  killed  and  eleven  died 

of  wounds  or  disease." 
I  regret  that  I  am  not  able  to  make  a 

further  notice  of  this  company,  its  for- 
tunes and  of  the  organizations  with 

which  it  was  connected. 

HANCOCK  GUARDS. 

90th  Regular  Infantry. 

This  regiment  was  recruited,  or  a  part 

of  it,  by  Colonel  Louis  W.  Trunelli.  It 
was  consolidated  with  two  or  three 

other  parts  of  regiments,  and  after  some 
service,  a  part  was  mustered  out,  while 
other  companies  were  consolidated  with 
the  remainder  in  1862.  The  companies 
of  the  second  consolidation  were  raised 

Company  B  in  Norwich ;  Company  I 
at  Medina,  Ridgway  and  Shelby  and 
Company  H  was  raised  in  Chautauqua 

County — the  Town  of  Harmony  fur- 
nished twenty-seven  and  the  Town  of 

Dunkirk  with  scattering  recruits  from 
other  towns  furnished  the  balance.  Its 

service  was  in  the  South  and  South- 

west. It  was  an  unfortunate  regiment, 
and  lost  in  the  service  two  hundred  fifty 
men.  What  portion  of  them  belonged 
to  this  county  I  am  not  able  to  state. 

Death  of  Officers. 

Captain  John  Sullivan  died  August  16, 
1862,  of  yellow  fever  at  Key  West, Florida. 

Major  John  C.  Smart  was  killed  Oc- 
tober 19,  1864,  at  Cedar  Creek,  Vir- 

ginia. Captain  William  E.  White  died  Feb- 
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ruary  4,  1865,  of  disease  at  Madison, 
Wisconsin. 

First  Lieutenant  John  J.  Irvine,  died 

August  29,  1862,  of  yellow  fever  at  Key 
West,  Florida. 

First  Lieutenant  William  R.  Hill  died 

August  17,  1862,  of  yellow  fever  at  Fort 
Jefferson,  Florida. 

First  Lieutenant  T.  C.  Ferris,  killed 

October  19,  1864,  in  action  at  Cedar 
Creek,  Virginia. 

Second  Lieutenant  Greig  H.  Mulli- 
gan, died  August  20,  1862,  of  yellow 

fever  at  Key  West,  Florida. 
Second  Lieutenant  John  S.  Newton 

died  September  13,  1862,  of  yellow 
fever  at  Key  West,  Florida. 

Second  Lieutenant  Walter  L.  Grif- 

fith, died  October  i,  1862,  of  yellow 
fever  at  Key  West,  Florida. 

This  regiment  took  part  in  the  follow- 
ing engagements : 

1863 —  FrankHn,  Louisana,  May  25 ; 
Siege  of  Port  Hudson,  Louisiana,  May 

31-July  8;  second  assault  June  14: 
Bayou  La-Fourche,  Louisana,  July 
13. 

1864 —  Red  River  campaign,  Louis- 
iana, May  10-22 ;  Mansura,  Louisana, 

May  16;  Opequon,  Virginia,  Septem- 

ber 19;  Fisher's  Hill,  Virginia,  vSeptem- 
ber  22 ;  Cedar  Creek,  Virginia,  Octo- 

ber 19;  Cedar  Creek,  Virginia,  Novem- 
ber 11-12. 

The  regiment  was  mustered  out  under 
Colonel  Nelson  Sherman  February  9, 
1866,  at  Savannah,  Georgia. 

FIRST  BUFFALO  REGIMENT, 

21st  Infantry,  1861. 

The  men  for  this  regiment  were  en- 
listed principally  in  the  County  of  Erie, 

a  few  coming  from  the  Counties  of  Alle- 
gany, Chautauqua,  Niagara,  Orleans, 

Oswego  and  Wyoming.  The  regiment 
left  the  state  June  18,  1861,  and  served 
in  various  brigades  and  divisions  and 

was  constantly  on  duty  to  its  discharge 

and  muster  out  under  its  original  com- 

manding officer,  Colonel  W.  F.  Rogers, 

May  18,  1863,  at  Buffalo.  Their  term  of 
service  was  two  years.  An  effort  was 

made  to  reorganize  the  regiment  under 
Colonel  Charles  W.  Steemburgh  in  May 
[863,  as  a  three  year  regiment  but  the 
authority  was  withdrawn  September 

30,  1863.  During  its  term  of  service  the 
regiment  lost  by  death,  killed  in  action, 
two  officers  and  fifty  enlisted  men ;  of 

wounds  received  in  action  twenty-three 
enlisted  men ;  of  disease  and  other 

causes  two  officers  and  forty  enlisted 
men ;  total  four  officers,  one  hundred 
thirteen  enlisted  men,  in  the  aggregate 
one  hundred  seventeen  men.  It,  or 

parts  of  it,  took  part  in  the  following 

engagements : 

1862 —  Po  River  Crossing,  Virgin- 

ia, August  6;  General's  Pope's  cam- 
paign, August  i6-September  2;  Rap- 

pahannock River,  August  21  ;  Sulphur 

Springs,  August  26;  near  Gainsville, 
August  28;  Groveton,  August  29  ;  Bull 
Run,  August  30;  Fairfax  Court  House, 

August  31  ;  Table  Church,  Maryland, 

September  8;  South  Mountain,  Mary- 

land, September  14;  Antietam,  Mary- 

land, September  17;  Snickers  Gap,  Vir- 

ginia, October  27 ;  Fredericksburg,  Vir- 

ginia, December  11 -15. 

1863 —  Hartwood  Church,  Virginia, 
February  25,  on  detached  service  and 
minor  affairs. 

Officers  Lost. 

Captain  Jeremiah  P.  Washburn,  killed 

August  30,  1862,  in  action,  at  Bull  Run, 

Virginia. 

Captain  Elisha  L.  Hayward,  died 

September  9,  1862,  of  disease  at  Wash- 
ington, District  Columbia. 

Second  Lieutenant  William  L.  Whit- 

ney, killed  August  30,  1862,  in  action 
at  Bull  Run,  Virginia. 

Sursfeon  Charles  H.  Wilcox,  died  No- 
vember 7,  1862,  of  disease  at  Buffalo, 

New  York. 
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ROCHESTER  CAVALRY. 
22nd  Cavalry. 

A  irw  iiu'ii  Iroiii  lliis  county — from 

Dunkirk.  I'omfrct  and  Portland— cn- 

li^itMl  in  the  Twenty-second  Cavalry 

l>IeL;iment.  This  rei^iment  was  or- 

ganized at  Rochester  and  was  mus- 

U'l-ed  into  the  L'nited  States  ser- 

vice at  several  dates  as  from  Decem- 

l)er  20.  i8f)3,  to  February  23,  1864. 

The  men  were  gathered  mostly  from 

the  ceiural  counties  of  the  state.  The 

term  of  service  was  for  three  years. 

Thev  left  the  state  in  March,  1864,  and 

served  with  the  Ninth  Corps  during 
most  of  the  time  of  their  enlistment  or 

until  they  were  mustered  out.  They 

participated  during  their  short  term  of 

service  in  fifty-one  engagements  of 

greater  or  less  magnitude.  The  regi- 
ment lost  in  officers  and  men  two  hun- 

dred four,  of  whom  eighty-seven  enlist- 
ed men  died  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

It  was  recruited  from  sixty-one  different 
towns  in  the  state  and  from  three  towns 

of  this  county  as  stated. 

Death  of  Officers 

Major  Theodore  Schlick,  killed  Au- 

gust 25,  1864,  in  action  at  Kearney s- 
ville,  Virginia. 

First  Lieutenant  Daniel  Z.  Lay  ton, 
died  June  14,  1864,  of  wounds  received 

in  action  at  White  Oak  Swamp,  Vir- 
ginia, June  13,  1864. 

First  Lieutenant  Squire  M.  Yates 

killed  April  9,  1865,  accidentally,  near 

Winchester,  A^irginia. 
Lieutenant  Patrick  R.  Gleman  kill- 

ed June  22,  1864,  in  action  at  Dinwid- 

die  Court  House,  \'a. 
15th  Regular  New  York  Cavalry. 

A  small  portion  of  this  regiment  was 
enlisted  from  Chautauqua  County — 
Westfield,  Dunkirk  and  Jamestown.  It 
was  organized  at  Syracuse  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  J.  J.  Coppinger  and 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  August  8,  1863,  to  January  14, 
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1864,  and  June  17,  1865,  and  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Sixth  Cavalry  as  the 

Second  New  York  Provisional  Cavalry. 

During  its  term  of  service  it  lost  one 

hundred  seventy  men,  forty-four  enlisted 
men  died  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Officers  Lost. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Augustus  F.  Root 

killed  April  8,  1865,  in  action  at  Appo- 
mattox Court  House,  Virginia. 

Captain  Marshall  M.  Loyden,  died 

October  5,  1864,  of  disease. 
First  Lieutenant  William  P.  Shearer, 

killed  July  8,  1864,  in  action  with  Guer- 
illas. 

First  Lieutenant  Ralph  D.  Short  died 

January  20,  1865,  of  disease. 
Second  Lieutenant  Lorenzo  W.  Hatch 

killed  November  i,  1864,  in  action  at 
Green  Springs,  Virginia. 
Second  Lieutenant  Samuel  Hunter, 

died  February  26,  1865,  of  disease. 
Assistant  Surgeon  John  P.  Robison, 

died  February  3,  1864,  of  disease. 
13th  and  I4th  Artillery. 

The  following  regiments  enlisted  a  few 
men  each  from  this  county : 

Thirteenth  Artillery. — This  regiment 

was  recruited  in  1863  by  Colonel  Wil- 
liam A.  Howard  from  over  one  hundred 

thirty  towns  scattered  over  the  entire 
state,  Dunkirk  in  this  county  being  the 

only  one  honored  with  a  membership. 

Fourteenth  Artillery. — This  regiment 

was  recruited  by  Colonel  EHsha  J.  Mar- 
shall in  1863  for  three  years.  This 

county  furnished  recruits  from  a  single 
town,  Dunkirk.  Like  the  Thirteenth  it 
was  enlisted  from  over  a  hundred  towns 

in  the  state,  the  artillery  service  seemed 
to  be  less  a  favorite  than  other 
branches. 

15th  Engineers. 

Chautauqua  County  furnished  one  or 
more  men  for  the  Fifteenth  Regiment 
of  Engineers,  but  from  what  town  or 
towns  I  am  not  able  to  say. 

But  three  Regiments  of  Engineers 
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were  enlisted  in  this  state,  the  First, 
Fifteenth  and  Fiftieth. 

A  few  men  from  this  county  were 

enHsted  for  the  navy  and  I  regret  that 
I  was  not  able  to  obtain  their  home 

towns.  I  would  be  obliged  if  the  Chair- 
men of  the  Town  Committees  would 

take  the  trouble  to  look  these  up  and 
send  to  me  the  number,  they  should 

have  been  placed  with  the  rest.  I  will 
soon  make  special  mention  of  a  few 

from  this  county  that  became  promi- 
nent, that  have  not  been  classed  in 

companies  or  regiments. 

I56th  l^c^imcnt  or  Mountain  Legion  Infantry. 

Was  recruited  by  Colonel  Erastus 

Cook,  mostly  from  the  counties  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  state,  but  the  Town 

of  Westfield  in  this  county  had  the  hon- 
or of  furnishing  two  or  more  for  its 

ranks.  It  was  an  unfortunate  regiment 

like  many  others  in  that  it  lost  two  hun- 
dred thirty-one  of  its  members  in  battle 

and  from  disease.  It  was  mustered  out 

October  23,  1865,  at  Augusta,  Georgia. 

179th  l^cgiment,  Infantry. 

Was  organized  at  Elmira  under  Col-- 
onel  William  M.  Gregg  in  1864.  Dun- 

kirk and  Clymer  in  this  county  were 
represented  in  this  regiment.  Its  first 

service  was  in  the  Twenty-second  Corps, 
While  in  the  service  its  losses  were  one 

hundred  ninety-one.  It  was  mustered 
out  June  8,  1865,  near  Alexandria,  Vir- 

ginia. 
I83d  I^cgimcnt,  New  York  Volunteers. 

Men  were  recruited  in  Chautauqua 
County  and  Cattaraugus  by  Captain 
James  Curtis  to  the  number  of  one  hun- 

dred, but  were  transferred  to  the  One 

Hundred  Eighty-eighth  New  York  V^ol- 
unteers  as  Company  A. 

1 87th  I^egiment  Infantry. 

Was  recruited  by  Colonel  James  R. 
Chamberlain  succeeded  by  Colonel  John 
McMahan  with  headquarters  at  Roch- 

ester, in  September,  1864.  It  was  or- 
ganized at  Rochester  and  went  into  ser- 

vice as  one  year  men.  Its  first  company 

came  from  the  One  Hundred  Eighty- 

third  Regiment  as  before  stated.  Chau- 
tauqua County  furnished  one  or  more 

men  from  Villenova,  the  only  town  rep- 
resented. 

I88th  Reigimcnt,  New  York  Volunteers. 

This  regiment  was  recruited  by  Col- 
onel William  F.  Bevens  in  September, 

1864,  and  like  the  later  regiments  was 

composed  of  detachments.  It  was  or- 
ganized at  BufTalo,  nine  companies  only 

being  recruited.  Chautauqua  County 
furnished  men  from  Dunkirk,  Harmony 

and  Pomfret.  They  went  into  the  ser- 
vice as  one  year  men.  The  regiment 

did  good  service  and  was  mustered  out 

July  I,  1865,  near  Washington,  District 
Columbia.  It  lost  during  its  term  of 

one  year  a  total  of  forty-seven  men. 

194th  Regiment,  Independent. 

A  number  of  independent  companies 

being  organized  in  the  state  were  in- 
corporated into  the  One  Hundred  Nin- 

ty-fourth  Regiment,  the  Twenty-first 
Independent  Company  of  Westfield  be- 

ing represented.  It  was  organized  at 
Elmira  and  mustered  in  at  dififerent 

times  as  they  were  recruited.  Thev 

were  mustered  out  and  honorably  dis- 
charged where  they  were  mustered  in 

May  3  and  10,  1865.  Seven  enlisted 
men  died  of  disease. 

Men  Furnished  for  the  War  of  Our  Own  Citizens 
1861. 

We  have  considered  five  calls  of  the 

government  for  men,  have  filled  them 

and  they  are  in  the  field  doing  good  ser- 
vice for  their  country,  their  homes  and 

the  loved  ones  there.  Four  more  calls 
were  made,  one  for  October  17,  1863, 
and  one  for  March,  1864,  one  for  July 

18,  1864,  one  for  December  19,  1864. 
The  quota  on  these  calls  was  in  most 
cases  filled  from  outside  of  the  county 
and  our  citizens  relieved.  Of  the  com- 

pany and  regiment  of  those  enlisted 

from  outside  the  county  I  do  not  pro- 
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,H,sr  tn  sprak.    Ii  wmild  take  a  year  of 

liar.l  w-.rk  D  unravel  the  records  of  the 

Adjntaiu  (iciuM-al's  office  and  g'ive  each 

cnipany  and  re-inienl  their  just  quota. 

Tlu'  cnipanies  and  re-inients  of  which 

I  h.ivc  si)<)ken  and  sent  into  the  field,  of 

o.ur>r  l)ccanie  laroelv  depleted  by  death 

or  sickness  and  the  later  enlistments 

were  for  fillin-  tlie  ranks.    In  g-eneral 

tiM-nis  Cliautauciua  County  furnished  of 

its  own  citizens  for  the  war  four  thous- 

and men.    Thev  were  all  o1)tained  on  the 

first  live  calls  and  the  few  enlistments 

here  and  there,  for  filHng-  the  ranks  of 

(k'pleted  comi)anies.  and  from  the  rec- 
ords it  is  evident  that  very  little  care 

was  taken  as  to  the  placing  of  the  men. 

Mr.  N'oung  in  his  Countv  History  has 
L^iven  his  computation  as  to  the  num- 

bers furnished  1)y  each  town  in  the  counr 

t\,  in  the  aggre::^-ate  twenty-two  hun- 
dred ninety-three,  but  I  am  obliged  to 

believe  the  statement  is  very  unreliable. 

In  fact  the  county  furnished  very  nearly 

or  (juite  twice  that  number.  I  have  a 
statement  from  over  half  of  the  towns 

of  the  county,  made  from  actual  data, 

which  is  safe  to  say  will  be  an  honest 

sample  of  the  whole.    Portland,  my  owm 
town,  furnished  for  the  war  one  hundred 

thirt\  -seven  men,  Mr.  Young  has  it  six- 
ty-six.   I  claim  my  statement  to  be  cor- 

rect as  1  knew  them  all  personally  but 

foin-,  and   1   have  giveji  their  names, 

cor,rprin\-  and  regiment  and  what  became 
of  them  in  niy  History  of  Portland  pub- 
hshed  in  1873  ;  one  hundred  thirty  of  the 
men  were  credited  to  the  Town  of  Port- 

kind  and  seven  to  localities  in  Pennsyl- 
\ania  and  ̂ lichigan. 

Stockton  has  a  credit  in  Mr.  Young's 
statement  of  sixty-one, wdiereas  it  should 
liave  been  one  hundred  nine. 

C'liarlotte  has  the  credit  of  forty-two^ whereas  it  should  have  been  eighty. 
Poland  has  a  credit  of  seventy-one. 
whereas  it  should  have  been  one  hun- 

dred thirty. 

The  following  table,  though  not  com- 
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plete  will  show  the  lack  of  accuracy  of 
statement  in  the  County  History. 

TOWN MR.  YOUNG'S STATEMENT 
ACTUAL 
NUMBER 

46 

I  )  i  • 81 

T  T  1^ 

T  '7/1 

A  0 

A  ̂  80 
/—■I                            _  1 

V 
T^,,,-.1'i»-1' 

1 1  ,  „ 

T7 1 1 ;  ̂   ̂ 4^4- 

  51 

/-~-' 

231 T  T           -  ̂   . 
^OU 

T^'  J    17 

T  *7 

17 

Tx  /r ; C\C\ 

90 

  71 
130 

137 

  42 

Sheridan     46 
  70 

96 

Stockton   

61 

109 

Villenova   
  84 

168 
Westfield  

  93 

As  I  have  said  this  statement  is  in- 
complete, but  I  hope  to  be  able  to 

complete  it  by  our  next  Centennial. 
I  have  marshalled  before  you  a  large 

army  for  a  county  the  extent  of  ours 
and  but  sixty-one  years  of  age  from 
first  settlement.  Most  of  these  men 

served  in  companies  regularly  organized 
within  the  county,  but  a  few  here  and 
there,  possibly  one  hundred,  enlisting 
outside  our  county  limits.  It  would 

please  me  to  follow  these  men  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  but  it  will  not  be 

possible  except  in  a  general  v^ay,  as  I 
have  done.  I  have  referred  with  pride 
to  their  work  as  I  have  followed  them 

as  organizations  from  their  enlistment 
to  their  muster  out  at  the  close  of  the 

conflict.    We  cheered  hem  as  they  left 
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for  the  field,  and  we  cheered  them  with 

chastened  voice  and  breath  on  their  re- 

turn, but  a  younger  man  must  under- 
take the  task  of  recording  the  secrets 

of  their  personal  or  company  prowess. 
Drafts,  1863. 

I  have  purposely  left  an  account  of  the 
draft  of  August  25,  1863,  to  the  present. 
Under  the  call  for  men  in  August,  1862, 
an  enrollment  of  those  supposed  to  be 

liable  to  draft  was  made  by  the  Super- 
visor of  each  town  in  the  county  and  a 

commission  appointed  by  the  Governor 
for  the  purpose.  From  this  enrollment 
the  draft  of  August,  1863,  was  made. 

The  call  was  for  three  hundred  thous- 
and, nine  months  men  and  the  quota 

for  the  county  was  nine  hundred  three. 
Under  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 

1863,  the  President  was  authorized  after 
July  I  to  make  draft  at  his  discretion, 
of  Dersons  to  serve  in  the  National 

armies  for  not  more  than  three  years, 

and  any  one  not  reporting  for  service 

to  be  considered  a  deserter.  A  commu- 
tation of  three  hundred  dollars  was  to 

be  received  in  lieu  of  such  service  and 

there  were  exemptions  provided  for 
heads  of  executive  departments.  Federal 
Judges,  Governors  of  states,  the  only 
son  of  a  widow,  or  of  aged  or  infirm 

father,  dependent  on  that  son's  labor 
for  support,  the  father  of  dependent 
motherless  children  under  twelve  years, 

or  the  only  adult  brother  of  such  child- 
ren being  orphans  ;  or  the  residue  of  a 

family  which  has  already  two  members 
in  the  service.  The  government  had 

claimed  that  volunteering  furnished  ma- 
terial for  the  army  too  slowly  and  the 

ranks  must  be  filled  at  a  more  rapid 
rate  if  the  rebellion  was  ever  to  be 

crushed,  and  a  conscription  was  the  only 
means  by  which  the  object  sought  could 
be  obtained.  But  it  was  in  a  decided 

sense  a  failure,  commutation  money 

flowed  into  the  coffers  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  men  were  not  thus  to  be 

caught — the  idea  of  conscription  was  an 

odious  one.  In  this  county  the  draft 

was  in  no  sense  interfered  with — very 
little  attention  was  paid  to  it,  it  was 

allowed  to  go  through  with  little  con- 
cern, nearly  every  man  finding  in  some 

provision  of  the  law  a  way  of  escape 
if  he  should  be  so  unfortunate  as  to 

draw  a  prize  in  the  lottery  of  flesh  and 
blood.  Further  drafts  were  ordered 

until  the  number  of  men  with  commuta- 
tions should  reach  the  number  required, 

but  was  delayed  from  time  to  time  on 

request  to  allow  towns  to  fill  the  re- 
quirement by  voluntary  enlistments  if 

they  chose  or  could  do  so.  But  a  sec- 
ond or  third  draft  was  made  necessary 

in  but  a  few  of  the  towns  in  the  county 
most  of  them  eventually  filling  the 

quota. Of  the  quota  for  this  county — nine 
hundred  three — but  one  hundred  eight 
were  secured  and  reporting.  A  single 
man  out  of  the  Town  of  Portland  out  of 

forty-seven,  reported  for  duty.  The  re- 
port made  to  the  County  Committee 

was  a  sorry  looking  document.  It 
looked  as  though  the  county  was  not 

worth  saving — that  it  was  made  up  of 
elderly  women  with  large  families,  old 
men,  millionaires  and  cripples  ;  that  our 

citizens  had  repudiated  their"  cherished 
institutions ;  hut  a  better  spirit  event- 

ually prevailed  and  by  the  5th  of  January 
following  and  mostly  in  December,  the 

quota  was  filled,  nearly  all  by  substi- 
tutes from  out  of  towns  and  our  citizens 

relieved  from  apprehension.  The  sober 
second  thought  set  them  right.  The 

operation  had  its  influence  on  both  gov- 
ernment and  on  the  people.  The  gov- 
ernment learned  that  it  was  not  wise  to 

push  a  conscription  with  the  American 

peoole — it  was  better  to  hold  it  over 
their  heads,  or  as  an  inducement  or  re- 

minder to  earnest  action.  An  immed- 
iate compliance  might  be  demanded  on 

the  part  of  the  governments  of  the  old 
world,  but  an  immediate  effort  with  the 

American  people  to  rush  them  into  the 
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army  ini.^lu  disnipl  our  whole  system 

ol  socielN  and  i;()vernnieiil  ;  and  the 

people  Karncd  lliat  lo  ii^ht  with  the 

oovmnnont  on  the  (juestion  of  recriiit- 

dil;-  thr  arniN  meant  a  surrender  to  the 

C '( .nt\  di'rac\ ,  and  our  eherished  Repub- 
lic would  become  a  myth.  As  I  have 

.said  il  is  reported  to  me  that  the  citi- 
zens ol  some  of  the  towns  of  the  county 

subjected  themselves  to  the  dangers  of 
a  second  or  third  draft,  while  others,  as 

did  niy  own  town,  obtained  substitutes 
to  answer  all  subsequent  calls. 

Soldiers'  Families. 

Idle  families  of  soldiers  were  not  for- 

gotten. Citizens'  meetings  were  held 
Ironi  time  to  time,  always  largely  at- 

tended, and  men,  some  of  them  old  and 

gray,  stood  up  and  volunteered  to  care 
lor  the  family  of  some  son  or  daughter 
for  the  term  of  enlistment  or  for  the 

war,  if  a  son  or  daughter's  husband 
would  enlist  as  one  of  the  county's  de- 

fenders. Comparatively  little,  however, 
was  called  for  in  this  direction,  most 

families  of  the  soldiers  caring  for  them- 
selves or  were  the  recipients  of  private 

contributions  from  friends. 

Material  Expenditures  for  the  War. 

( )f  the  material  expenditures  for  the 

war,  outside  of  the  ordinary  expendi- 
tures or  taxes,  I  have  no  means  of 

knowing,  only  this  I  know  that  for  the 
Town  of  Portland,  my  own  town,  the 
collection  amounted  to  sixty-three 
thousand  dollars. 

Effect  of  the  War  upon  the  Country, 

rile  effect  of  the  war  upon  the  coun- 
ty at  large,  aside  from  the  fact  that  al- 

most every  household  was  represented 
at  the  scene  of  strife,  and  sympathies 
and  anxieties  intense;  and  aside  from 
the  fact  that  now  and  then  one  of  these 
households  was  made  desolate  b}'  the 
news  of  the  death  of  a  loved  one,  killed 
in  battle  or  dying  in  some  hospital  or 
loathsome  ])rison,  was  scarcely  felt.  So 
far  removed  from  the  theatre  of  active 
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operations,  httle  of  the  realities  were 
known  and  the  duties  of  life  were  en- 

gaged in  as  usual  and  industries  pur- 
sued as  though  four  thousand  of  its 

bravest  and  truest  sons  were  yet  at 

hoine  and  the  peaceable  pursuits  of  hfe 

receiving  their  accustomed  attention. 
The  boys  in  blue  from  Chautauqua 

County,  with  grateful  hearts  we  remem- 
ber their  sacrifices  and  "deeds  of  valor 

done,  and  will  never  fail  to  do  them 
reverance  so  long  as  one  lingers  among 

us,  and  though  few  marble  shafts  have 
been  raised  to  commemorate  their  deeds 

and  keep  in  remembrance  those  who  fell 
in  the  fearful  conflict  or  sickened  and 

died  away  from  kindred  or  home,  yet 
their  memories  are  faithfully  enshrined 

in  the  heart  of  every  citizen  of  the 
county  and  the  heart  is  softened  and 
made  better  by  the  kindlings  that 

spring  up  as  we  stand  about  the  graves 
of  the  fallen,  or  call  to  reinembrance 

the  many  virtues  of  our  brave  coun- 

try's defenders."  (History  of  Port- land). 

I  would  say  nothing  less  than  this  of 
those  who  left  their  homes  and  families 

in  the  wilderness  and  braved  the  perils 
of  war  on  the  Niagara  frontier  in  the 
war  of  1812. 

Kindly  Feelings  for  the  Soldiers. 
The  most  kindly  feeling  foHowed  the 

citizen-soldiers  of  the  county,  and  their 
wants  in  the  perilous  wanderings  were 

carefully  studied  and  often  anticipated 
and  supplied  by  private  contributions, 

but  more  liberally  through  organiza- 
tions adapted  for  such  a  mission.  So 

intense  the  excitement  and  so  great  the 

interest  pervading  every  heart  with  ref- 
erence to  the  issue  of  the  struggle  and 

those  engaged  in  it  that  every  efifort 
possible  was  put  forth  through  various 
associations  to  furnish  such  aid  and 

comfort  for  the  sick,  the  wounded  and 

the  dying  as  the  exigencies  of  the  case 
demanded.  Most  of  the  aid  furnished 

by   friends   outside   of   the  organized 
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channels  was  for  the  comfort  of  the 

soldiers  during  the  severity  of  winter. 
To  what  extent  this  was  caried  I  am 

not  able  to  say,  but  generally. 

SPANISH  AMERICAN  WAR. 

Time  was  when  Spain  was  a  control- 
ling factor  among  the  nations  of  the 

world — was  rich  and  powerful.  But 
the  world  was  bound  to  advance.  The 

nations  of  the  world  were  waking  to  a 
new  life.  The  arts  and  sciences  and 

every  feature  of  human  progress  was 
manifest  on  every  hand,  but  Spain  did 
not  heed  the  quickened  footstep  and  was 

left  behind.  It  seemed  the  settled  pol- 

icy of  the  Spanish  government  to  im- 
poverish and  keep  in  ignorance  the  mass 

of  the  people,  especially  those  of  its  de- 
pendencies. This  policy  seemed  the  rul- 

ing one  for  at  least  four  hundred  years, 
and  in  fact  is  still  in  force. 

The  Island  of  Cuba  was  one  of  its 

choice  possessions  but  its  people  were 

ground  down  by  oppression  of  nearly 
every  sort.  For  many  years  a  portion 

oi  its  people,  however,  were  in  rebel- 
lion, fighting  for  a  deliverance  from  the 

tyranny  of  their  rulers,  but  poverty  held 
them  in  check.  Lying  here  at  the  very 
door  of  our  North  American  Republic, 

the  policy  and  practice  of  the  Spanish 
Government  became  an  intolerable  nuis- 

ance and  in  a  sense  a  menace  to  our 

peace  and  the  security  of  our  govern- 
ment. 

A  long  series  of  reasons  for  our  gov- 
ernment engaging  in  the  war  comes  to 

my  mind,  but  of  all  of  these  matters  I  do 
not  propose  to  speak,  but  as  in  the  Wars 
of  1812  and  1861  pass  them  by  and  speak 

only  of  the  part  that  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty had  in  the  passage  of  arms  with 

Spain. 
After  a  lengthened  diplomacy,  war 

was  declared  by  Congress  on  April  23, 
1898,  and  approved  by  the  President 
April  25,  and  the  President  issued  his 
proclamation  and  call  for  troops.  The 

first  call  was  dated  April  23,  1898,  and 

was  for  one  hundred  twenty-five  thous- 
and men.  The  quota  for  the  State  of 

New  York  was  twelve  regiments  of 
infantry  and  two  troops  of  cavalry. 
The  President  well  understood  the  su- 

periority of  our  military  system  and  in 

the  call  on  the  State  of  New  York,  ex- 

pressed a  decided  wish  that  the  regi- 
ments of  National  Guard  or  State  Mil- 

itia be  used  as  far  as  their  numbers 

would  permit,  for  the  reason  that  they 
were  well  armed,  equipped  and  drilled. 
Of  course  it  became  a  matter  of  neces- 

sity first  to  ascertain  whether  the  com- 
panies and  regiments  of  the  National 

Guard  would  voluntarily  enter  the 

United  States  service.  After  an  ex- 

pression of  willingness  to  do  so,  in  every 
case  to  be  made  individually,  and  were 
mustered  in  they  would  be  subject  to 
the  orders  of  the  general  government. 

In  a  surprisingly  short  space  of  time 

thirty-five  companies  of  National  Guard 
in  the  state  expressed  their  willingness 
to  be  mustered  into  the  service  and 

among  them  the  Thirteenth  Separate 
Company  located  at  Jamestown,  this 
county.  Under  orders  this  company 
left  its  home  station  for  Camp  Black  at 

Hempstead  Plains,  Long  Island,  on  May 

I,  1898.  At  Camp  Black  it  was  mus- 
tered into  the  United  States  service 

May  17,  1898,  as  Company  E  and  the 
regiment  to  which  it  was  attached  was 

known  as  the  Sixty-fifth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers. The  regiment  numbered  fifty 

officers  and  nine  hundred  eighty  enlist- 
ed men  under  the  command  of  Colonel 

Samuel  M.  Welsh  and  in  camp  was  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  General 

Charles  F.  Roe.  Under  orders  from  the 

War  Department  the  Sixty-fifth  Regi- 
ment moved  from  Camp  Black  May  19th 

with  camp  equipage  and  ten  days  field 
rations  en  route  for  camp  near  Falls 

Church,  Virginia,  afterward  designated 

as  "Camp  Russell  A.  Alger."  May  24th 
the  regiment  was  attached  to  the  first 
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Corps.  They  remained  there  until  Sep- 
tember 4,  except  a  sHght  change  of  lo- 

cation of  camp,  but  moved  no  farther 

south,  the  exigencies  of  the  war  not  de- 
manding a  further  increase  of  the  arn^y 

in  the  field.  On  the  date  mentioned, 

September  4,  in  accordance  with  or- 
ders from  headquarters,  the  regiment 

left  Camp  Alger  for  Buffalo,  arriving 
there  the  next  day,  September  5,  and 
arriving  at  the  Armory  of  the  regiment 

at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  Orders  were  is- 
sued constituting  the  Armory  a  military 

post  and  naming  it  Camp  Joseph  W. 
Plume,  in  honor  of  the  commanding 
General.  An  order  was  issued  granting 

all  officers  leave  of  absence  and  all  en- 
listed men  furloughs  for  thirty  days. 

October  6th  the  regiment  assembled 

upon  the  expiration  of  leaves  and  fur- 
loughs. Preparations  for  muster  out 

were  begun  and  continued  until  Novem- 
ber 19,  1898,  at  which  date  the  regiment 

was  mustered  out  of  the  United  States 
service.  A  member  of  the  Thirteenth 

Separate  Company,  Dr.  William  M. 
Bemus,  Surgeon  of  the  company,  was 
commissioned  Surgeon  and  Major  of 
the  Third  Regiment  of  New  York  State 
Volunteers,  as  the  medical  stafif  of  the 

Sixty-fifth  was  already  appointed ;  and 
served  as  Surgeon  and  Major  until  the 
muster  out  of  the  regiment  November 

30,  1898.  He  was  also  in  command  of 
a  Division  Hospital  at  Thoroughfare, 

Virginia  a  part  of  the  time,  being  de- 
tained for  that  purpose  and  returned 

from  duty  with  the  Third  Regiment. 
A  number  beside  the  Thirteenth  Com- 

pany left  the  county  and  entered  the  ser- 
a  few  of  them.  Most,  if  not  all  of  them 

enlisted  at  Buffalo,  but  in  what  com- 
vice,  but  I  have  been  able  to  locate  but 

panics  or  regiments  I  am  not  able  to 
determine.  I  applied  to  each  town  in 
the  county  for  aid  in  the  matter,  but  less 
than  half  of  them  responded.  I  am 

confident,  however,  that  the  county  fur- 

nished its  full  quota,  as  I  have  it  in  my 

note  book  the  towns  of  the  county  re- 
sponding to  the  call  were  :  Arkwright 

one  ;  Clymer  two  ;  Carroll  eleven ;  El- 
lington one ;  Gerry  three ;  Portland 

four ;  Sherman  two ;  Stockton  one. 

Even  at  this  late  day  it  would  be  agree- 
able if  towns  that  have  not  responded 

would  do  so  at  once.  If  other  towns  re- 

spond in  the  same  ratio,  Chautauqua 

County  was  represented  by  at  least  one 

hundred  sixty-four  men.  There  has 
certainly  been  a  laxness  on  the  part  of 
towns  in  this  and  in  some  other  things, 
not  from  lack  of  interest,  but  from  an 

indisposition  to  do  the  necessary  work 
to  mine  a  few  nuggets  from  a  large 
amount  of  drift. 

A  second  call  for  men  was  made  by 

the  President  on  May  25th,  one  month 
after  the  first  call.  This  call  was  for 

twenty-five  thousand  men  for  filling  the 
ranks  mostly,  that  had  been  thinned  by 

the  Surgeons  in  their  critical  examina- 
tion, and  for  filling  companies  and  regi- 

ments lacking  as  to  the  required  num- 
bers. 

The  state  furnished  voluteers  for  the 

war  twenty  thousand  eight  hundred 

seventy  men,  but  the  quota  for  counties 
does  not  appear  to  be  on  record.  The 
deaths  among  the  volunteers  from  this 

state  were  four  hundred  thirtv-six. 
A  number  from  this  county  entered 

the  navy,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
locate  but  three  from  Portland. 

The  I3th  Separate  Company. 

The  Thirteenth  Separate  Company  is 

the  only  Military  Company  now  existing 
in  the  county.  At  the  opening  of  the 
War  of  1861  or  Civil  War  there  were 

nine  companies  in  the  county,  well  offi- 
cered and  drilled,  under  the  command 

of  Colonel  D.  S.  Forbes,  as  stated  else- 
where ;  but  these  organizations  were 

broken  up  by  the  members  volunteering 

under  the  various  calls  of  the  govern- 
ment for  men.    Eor  their  very  great  zeal 
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and  tlu'ir  pride  in  llK'ir  ori^aiiizalion  the 

'riiirtccnth  arc  deserving-  of  o-reat  j^raise 

and  should  he  s])c'cially  mentioned  in  the 
Mililarx  llislory  of  the  Connty.  Tt  is 
an  lionor  to  the  eounlv  and  an  honor  to 

tlu'  eil\  wlierc  il  is  h)cate(l.  This  com- 

pan\-  was  ori;-anized  June  6,  1875,  and 
mustered  into  service  August  23,  1875, 

as  hirst  Separate  Company,  Thirty-first 

Ih-i^ade.  The  designation  was  changed 

to  the  Fourth  Separate  Company  De- 
cemher  8.  1877,  and  on  September  4, 
1882,  to  the  Thirteenth.  The  company 

is  fully  officered  and  has  eighty-one 
members  inclusive  of  officers.  Twice  it 

was  called  into  active  service  previous 

to  the  Si)anish-American  War;  once  by 
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Quartermaster  Sergeant,  Alfred  E. 
Hale ;  Corporals,  Karl  R.  Ralph,  James 

Varley,  R.  Jay  Barrows,  O.  Nelson 
Rushworth,  Frank  Kruger,  Wilson  C. 

Price,  H.  E.  V.  Porter  and  Vernelle  A. 

Hatch.  Hospital  Steward  Elester  A. 
Swanson,  and  Color  Sergeant,  E.  P. 

Walsh  of  the  non-commissioned  staff  of 
the  First  Battalion  are  attached  to  the 
company. 

Commanders  of  Regiments  Before  1861  or  the 
Civil  War. 

The  following  men  at  some  time  be- 
fore the  War  of  1861  were  commanders 

of  regiments  in  the  county.  There  may 
have  been  others,  but  those  knowing  of 

13th  separate  COMPA 

Mavor  O.  V.  Price  in  the  aid  of  the 
civil  authorities  in  connection  with  a 
controversy  between  the  Erie  and  Chau- 

tauqua Railroad  Companies,  January 
U-i*^).  T888. 

( )nce  in  state  service  at  Buffalo  under 
orders  from  the  Governor,  during  the 
railroad  riols,  Auo-ust  16-27,  1893. 

The  Companv  is  officered  as  follows: 
Captain,  Fred  H.  Wilson;  First  Lieu- 

tenant, Frank  A.  Johnson;  First  Lieu- 
tenant and  Assistant  Surgeon,  Dr.  Laban 

Hazeltine;  Second  Lieutenant,  (elected 
but  not  yet  commissioned),  William  H. 
Harrison,  Jr.;  Sergeants,  Donald  S. 
Brown,  Charles  A.  Sandburg,  AVilliam 
B.  Gifford  and  Leroy  A.  Rushworth- 

NY,  FENTON  GUARDS. 

the  fact  failed  to  respond  to  my  request 
for  information.  The  records  do  not 
furnish  this  and  much  else  that  I  would 

like  to  have  presented. 

John  McMahan,  One  Hundred  Sixty- 
second  Regiment,  was  in  1816  made 
Brigadier  General. 

James  McMahan,  One  Hundred  Six- 
ty-second Regiment. 

Elijah  Risley,  Jr.,  One  Hundred  Six- 
ty-ninth Regiment,  was  afterward  Brig- 

adier General. 

Leveritt  Barker,  One  Hundred  Six- 

ty-second and  One  Hundred  Sixty-ninth 
Regiment,  was  Major  General  of  Twen- 

ty-sixth Division. 
Rasselaus  Dickinson,  One  Hundred 
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Sixty-ninth  Regiment,  afterward  Briga- 
dier General. 

Oscar  F.  Dickerson,  One  Hundred 

Sixty-ninth  Regiment. 

Pearson  Crosby,  One  Hundred  Sixty- 
ninth  Regiment,  afterward  Brigadier 
General. 

Noah  D.  Snow,  One  Hundred  Sixty- 
ninth  Regiment. 

G.  T.  Camp,  One  Hundred  Sixty-sec- 
ond Regiment,  afterward  Brigadier 

General. 

Lewis  Danforth,  One  Hundred  Sixty- 
ninth  Regiment. 

Thomas  G.  Abell,  One  Hundred  Six- 

ty-ninth Regiment. 
William  H.  Abell,  One  Hundred  Six- 

ty-ninth Regiment. 
William  Bell,  One  Hundred  Sixty- 

second  Regiment. 
R.  E.  Fenton. 

Charles  S.  Williams,  One  Hundred 

Sixty-ninth  Regiment,afterward  Briga- 
dier General. 

Lorenzo  Morris,  Two  Hundred  Sev- 
enth Regiment. 

William  Knapp. 

Elias  S.  Hedges. 

John  M.  Barbour. 
Darius  Dexter. 
Reuben  Penhollow. 

Obed  Edson,  First  Colonel  Independ- 
ent Two  Hundred  Eighteenth  Regi- 

ment. 

John  M.  Edson,  Colonel  Independent 
Two  Hundred  Eighteenth  Regiment. 

David  S.  Forbes. 
A.  F.  Allen. 

George  Golding. 
J.  R.  Babcock. 
The  order  in  which  these  names  occur 

is  probably  not  correct  as  I  have  no 

record  and  no  man's  memory  on  which 
I  could  rely. 

Special  Mention  Sonne  of  Our  Military 
Celebraties. 

John  McMahan — Came  to  this  coun- 
ty in  1803.    He  was  a  military  man  and 

at  once  took  front  rank  in  all  military 
matters.  He  was  the  first  man  in  the 

county  to  receive  a  military  commis- 
sion, that  of  Major,  while  connected 

with  the  mihtia  in  1807  and  was  made 

Lieutenant  Colonel  commanding  to 

April  6th,  181 5,  when  he  was  made  a 

full  Colonel  of  the  One  Hundred  Sixty- 
second  Regiment.  March  22,  1816,  he 

was  made  by  appointment  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, Brigadier  General  of  the  Forty- 

third  Brigade.  He  was  an  efhcient  offi- 
cer and  served  the  county  faithfully  and 

well  during  the  War  of  181 2.  He  died 
at  Mayville  September  22,  1831,  aged 

sixty-six  years. 

James  McMahan — Was  the  first  ac- 
tual settler  of  Westfield  and  of  the  coun- 

ty of  Chautauqua,  in  1802;  and  Hke  his 
brother  John  had  a  genius  for  military 
matters,  and  on  the  formation  of  the 

first  military  company  in  the  county,  in 

May,  1808,  he  was  elected  Second  Lieu- 
tenant and  in  the  retirement  of  the  First 

Lieutenant  he  was  elected  to  the  posi- 
tion, and  to  that  of  Captain  in  1810,  and 

to  that  of  First  Major  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred Sixty-second  Regiment  on  April 

6,  181 5,  and  was  appointed  Colonel  of 
the  regiment  March  22,  181 6,  when  his 
brother  John  McMahan  was  appointed 

Brigadier  General.  He  was  in  active 
military  service  most  of  the  time  during 
the  War  of  1812,  and  earned  well  his 

promotions.  He  was  a  man  of  will  and 

energy,  or  he  never  would  have  settled 
in  the  wilds  of  Chautauqua. 

William  Prendergast — Came  to  this 
county  with  his  father  and  family  in 
1806.  The  family  settled  at  Mayville, 

but  the  subject  of  this  note  did  not  come 
here  for  permanent  residence  until  i8tt, 

being  a  student  of  medicine  with  an 
uncle  in  Canada  until  that  date.  He 

was  elected  to  the  Captaincy  in  Niagara 

County  previous  to  1808,  while  a  youth, 

and  to  the  Captaincy  of  the  first  com- 
pany formed  in  this  county  in  May, 

1808,  and  made  Major  of  the  One  Hun- 
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(Irrd  SixtN-sc'cond  Rcs^-imcnl  in  1815 

aiui  l.irnlciianl  Colonel  in  1816.  He 

was  ail  acc()nii)lishe(l  officer  but  seems 

I,,  lia\e  <lr<)])i)e(l  out  of  military  affairs 

;il  tlii.s  i)()iiit,  as  he  is  on  record  as  a 

Siir-  roii  ol  I  lie  .\rm\'  Hospital  in  the 
luld  March  JJ.  icSi^).  His  first  active 

inihtarx  ser\ice  was  at  the  IJattle  of 

I '.lack  Kock  where  he  was  active  and 
riticieiil  and  1)\-  the  Ihdtish  officers  was 

lakcii  for  the  conn-nander  in  chief  and 
was  a  sjjecial  target  for  their  soldiers, 

but  escaped  without  harm,  while  the 
ci  )niiiiander-in-chief  was  well  out  of 

harm's  way  at  l^uffalo. 
David  Eaton — Came  to  this  county 

in  1806.  Ide  was  Sergeant  and  after- 
wards Second  Lieutenant,  and  First 

Lieutenant  by  appointment,  in  the  first 
c<)nii)auy  formed  in  the  county  in  1808. 
Ill  iSif),  March  22,  he  was  appointed 

1  Iri^adier  Lispector.  but  withdrew  from 
;dl  military  matters  after  that  date.  He 

however,  served  as  paymaster  of  the 
rei^iment  for  a  term  previous  to  181 6. 

He  was  severely  wounded  at  the  Battle 
of  Queenstown  in  1812  on  account  of 

which  he  received  a  tension  to  the  day 
ol  his  death.  He  was  a  man  of  more 

than  average  ability  and  had  it  not  been 

lor  the  wounds  in  his  right  wrist  would 

ha\  e  attained  hi-^h  rank  as  an  ofBcer. 
Cai)tain  L^hial  jMoore — Came  to  For- 
est ville  in  this  county  in  1808.  He  was  a 

man  of  good  ability,  and  a  military  offi- 
cer of  unusual  efficiency  in  the  War  of 

I  Si  J,  and  the  first  man  to  offer  his  ser- 

vices for  the  campaign  on  the  Niagara 
I'rontier  and  the  first  man  to  set  foot 
on  the  heights  of  Queenstown  after  the 
Americans  crossed  the  river  on  the  day 
of  the  battle,  October  9,  1812.  He  was 
Captain  of  a  company  at  the  Battle  of 
r>lack  Roek  and  the  burning  of  Buffalo. 
He  seemed  to  be  void  of  fear  in  the 
field  or  elsewdiere,  he  never  manifested 
tear  himself  and  had  little  patience  with 
any  man  who  did,  in  the  way  of  duty. 
Afier  the  return  from  Buffalo,  after  the 
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battle,  he  became  disheartened  and  de- 
clared that  he  would  not  live  in  a  state 

that  had  so  disgraced  itself,  and  the 
next  month  after  the  battle  he  removed 

to  Hamilton,  Ohio,  where  he  died  in 

December,  1817,  aged  forty-five  years. 
He  was  an  excellent  specimen  of  a  pi- 

oneer settler,  a  good  citizen  and  a  gal- 
lant soldier. 

Elijah  Risley — Came  to  Fredonia  in 
1807  and  soon  became  interested  in  mil- 

itary affairs  and  rose  by  regular  grade 
to  the  command  of  the  One  Hundred 

Sixty-ninth  Regiment  April  24,  18 18. 
He  was  appointed  Major  March  4, 

1 81 7,  and  General  of  Militia  while  yet 

young,  but  the  date  does  not  appear: 

He  was  a  very  popular  and  efficient  offi- 
cer.   He  died  January  10,  1870. 

Leveritt  Barker — Came  to  Fredonia 

m  1809  at  twenty-two  years  of  age  and 
very  soon  became  a  member  of  the  One 

Hundred  Sixty-second  Regiment  of  New 
York  Lifantry,  the  first  regiment  form- 

ed in  the  county  and  the  only  one  then 

existing  in  the  county.  In  181 5  he  was 
commissioned  a  Lieutenant  of  a  com- 

pany in  this  regiment.  In  1816  he  was 
made  Adjutant  of  the  One  Hundred 

Sixty-ninth  Regiment.  In  1818  he  was 
commissioned  by  Governor  DeWiti 
Clinton  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  same 

regiment ;  and  in  1823  by  Governor 

Yates,  Colonel.  In  1824  he  was  com- 
missioned by  Governor  Yates  Brigadier 

General  of  the  Forty-third  Brigade  of 
New  York  Infantry  and  in  1826  Major 

General  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Division 
of  Infantry.  He  was  always  popular 
with  his  officers  and  men  and  rose  rap- 

idly in  rank  on  account  of  his  genial  dis- 
position and  promptness  in  the  dis- 

charge of  duty. 

James  Mullett— Came  to  this  county 
in  1810  and  settled  in  Fredonia  that 
year.  Like  all  others  liable  to  military 
duty  he  was  obliged  to  become  con- 

nected with  some  military  organization 
and  as  early  as  1816  he  became  a  very 
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popular  officer  and  that  year  attained 
the  grade  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the 

One  Hundred  Sixty-ninth  Regiment 
New  York  Infantry.  At  this  point,  or 
about  1814,  he  turned  his  attention  to 

the  study  of  law  and  dropped  out  of  mil- 
itary affairs,  but  became  a  noted  Jurist. 

Thomas  G.  Abell — Thomas  G.  Abell 
came  to  Fredonia  in  1814.  He  had  a 

turn  of  mind  for  military  affairs  and  at 
once  became  a  meml^er  of  the  One 

Hundred  Sixty-ninth  Infantry  and  rose 
rapidly  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  of  the 

regiment.  His  appointment  as  Adju- 
tant was  April  24,  181 8,  but  his  appoint- 

ment as  Colonel  does  not  appear.  His 
son,  William  H.  Abell,  in  after  years 

when  but  twenty  years  of  age,  became 
Colonel  of  the  same  regiment. 

General  Rasselaus  Dickinson — Was 
for  many  years  a  citizen  of  Pomfret  and 
living  in  Fredonia.  He  was  essentially 
a  military  man,  but  of  his  early  military 
life  I  have  not  been  able  to  gain  much 
of  interest,  in  fact,  nothing  but  the  facts 

of  promotions.  The  commission  of  Gen- 
eral Dickinson  as  Captain  in  the  One 

Hundred  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  is  signed 
by  Governor  W.  H.  Seward,  and  Rufus 

King  as  Adjutant  General,  and  dated 

July  20,  1 841.  The  General's  com- 
mission is  signed  by  Governor  William 

C.  Bouck,  and  A.  C.  Nevins,  Adjutant 

General,  and  dated  July  23,  1844.  These 
papers  were  sent  to  the  writer  from 

Denver  Colorado,  by  General  Dickin- 

son's daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Dickinson 
Sunderland.  General  Dickinson  died 

October  12,  1861,  at  Georgetown,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  (See  Forty-ninth 

Reg.) 

Reuben  E.  Fenton — Was  born  in  this 

county  July  4,  1819.  In  early  life  he 

discovered  an  aptitude  for  military  af- 
fairs and  through  successive  grades  was 

raised  to  the  command  of  a  regiment 
of  the  New  York  Militia,  by  the  time 
he  had  reached  his  majority.  He  was 

an  unusually  popular  officer,  as  well  as 

in  all  the  positions  of  life  to  which  he 
was  called. 

General  George  Stoneman — His  father 
came  from  Chenango  County,  this  state 

to  Chautauqua  County  about  1810,  and 
settled  in  the  now  Town  of  Busti.  His 

oldest  child  was  also  named  George, 

born  August  8,  1822.  As  the  boy  grew 
towards  manhood  he  discovered  a  de- 

cided aptitude  for  military  affairs  and 
in  due  time  became  a  student  at  West 

Point  Military  Academy,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1846  and  was  an 
officer  in  the  army  until  1871.  He  was 
a  daring  and  successful  leader  and 

"Stoneman's  Raids"  were  prominent  in 
the  annals  of  the  Civil  War.  He  rose 

by  regular  grade  to  that  of  brevet  Maj- 
or General  which  was  granted  him  for 

meritorious  service.  His  first  appoint- 
ment after  leaving  the  Military  Academy 

was  in  the  First  United  States  Dra- 

goons. He  was  sent  to  Santa  Fe 
where  he  acted  as  Quartermaster  to  a 
Mormon  Battalion.  From  there  he  was 

sent  to  California  in  the  Second  Cavalry 

in  1847,  ̂   branch  of  the  army  that  suited 

him  best,  and  acted  in  that  capacity  un- 
til 1 861,  most  of  the  time  in  Texas.  In 

February,  1861,  he  was  ordered  by  his 
superior.  General  David  E.  Twiggs,  to 
deliver  the  United  States  property  in 
his  command  to  the  Confederacy,  but 
he  refused  to  do  so  and  evacuated  the 
fort  and  left  for  New  York  with  his 

command  by  steamer.  May  9,  i86t,  he 

was  appointed  Major  of  the  First  Cav- 
alry, his  field  of  operations  being  West 

Virginia  until  August  13,  when  he  was 

appointed  Brigadier  General  of  Volun- 
teers. After  great  effort  he  organized 

the  Cavalry  of  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac and  was  in  command  during  the 

Virginia  Peninsular  Campaign  in  1862. 
After  the  evacuation  of  Georgetown  by 

the  Confederate  troops,  Stoneman's 
Cavalry  and  Artillery  pursued  them  and 

thus  originating  or  bringing  on  the  Bat- 
tle of  Williamsburg  May  5,  1862.  May 
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J4.  iShj,  occurred  the  Battle  of  Mechan- 

icsvillc.X  ir.uiiiia.  Tn  this  cn^a^ement  the 

cuciiiv  was  driven  out  1)y  Stoneman's 
C  a\  :ilr\ .  wliicli  also  destroyed  Richmond 

and  l're(Kricksl)uro-  Railroad  bridge 

over  tlk-  river.  I  mention  this  specially 

to  that  the  I'orty-ninth  New  York 

XOlunteers,  four  companies  of  which 

were  formed  in  this  county,  were  pres- 

ent and  did  valiant  service.  These  com- 

panies were  Company  A  of  Fredonia ; 

Company  G  of  Westfield ;  Company  I  of 

lH)restville ;  Company  K  of  Jamestown. 

( leneral  Stoneman  took  part  in  the  Bat- 

tle of  r>ull  Run  August  29-30,  1862,  and 
came  to  the  command  of  the  Third 

Corps  Xovember  15,  1862,  and  w;as 
l)resent  and  led  his  troops  at  the  Battle 

ot  I'redericksburg,  Virginia,  December 
1  \H()2.  Vov  his  meritorious  service 

he  was  ])romoted  to  Major  General 
Xovember  28,  1862.  He  commanded 

the  Third  Corps  from  January  to  April 

1  )4.  The  army  operating  against  Rich- 
mond was  reorganized  by  General 

(irant,  and  General  Stoneman  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  a  Cavalry 

Corps  in  the  Department  of  Ohio  and 

to  some  extent  was  engaged  in  the  op- 
erations of  the  Atlantic  Campaign  in 

May.  June  and  July,  1864.  He  was  un- 
fortunate in  conducting  a  raid  for  the 

capture  of  Alacon  and  Andersonville 

for  the  purpose  of  liberating  prisoners 
in  Confederate  prisons  at  those  points, 
and  was  himself  taken  prisoner  at  Clin- 
tonville,  Georgia,  July  31  and  held  a 
])risoner  until  October  27.  In  De- 

cember. 1864,  he  led  a  raid  into  South- 
west \  irginia  and  commanded  the  dis- 

trict of  Eastern  Tennessee  in  February 
and  Alarch,  1865.  He  conducted  an  ex- 

pedition to  Asheville,  North  Carolina, 
and  was  conspicuous  at  the  Battle  and 
cainure  of  Salisbury,  North  Carolina. 
He  was  made  a  Colonel  of  the  Tw^enty- 
first  Infantry,  July  28,  1866,  and  as  we 
have  seen  was  breveted  Colonel,  Brig- 

adier and  Alajor  General  for  gallant 

CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

conduct.  August  16,  1871,  General 
Stoneman  retired  from  the  army  and 

removed  with  his  family  to  California. 
He  was  elected  Governor  of  that  state 

by  the  Democrats  in  1883  and  was  for 
four  years  in  office.  He  revisited  the 
county  of  his  birth  and  the  scenes  of 

his  early  boyhood  in  1893-4.  In  April, 
1894,  he  was  stricken  with  paralysis 

which  resulted  fatally.  Thus  our  vet- 
erans fade  from  our  view. 

Mrs.  Stoneman,  tv^o  sons  and  two 

daughters  survive  him — all  residents  of 
California.  His  son  George  is  said  to 
be  an  able  and  brilliant  lawyer.  The 

Hon.  John  T.  Stoneman,  Judge  of  the 

Supreme  Court  of  Iowa,  is  a  brother  of 

the  late  General.  The  late  Bryon  Stone- 
man of  Busti  was  also  a  brother  of  the 

General. 

The  record  of  General  Stoneman  both 

in  civil  and  military  life  was  marked  by 

great  ability  and  daring.  He  was  bur- 
ied at  Lakewood,  this  county,  attended 

by  most  impressive  military  and  civic 
honors.  His  honored  dust  lies  near 

his  birthplace  in  the  county  and  state 
where  loyal  and  grateful  people  revere 
his  name  and  memory  as  a  patriotic  son 
and  a  valiant  soldier. 

General  John  McAllister  Schofield — 
Was  the  son  of  Rev.  James  Schofield, 

a  Baptist  clergyman  who  for  some  years 
resided  half  a  mile  south  of  the  Village 
of  Sinclairville  in  the  Town  of  Gerry, 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  in  1831. 

The  maternal  ancestor  of  General 

Schofield,  John  McAllister,  came  from 
Amsterdam  in  this  state  in  1819  and 
settled  on  a  large  tract  of  land,  since 
well  known  as  the  McAlhster  farm,  near 
Sinclairville.  Early  in  life  while  John 
was  still  a  youth  the  family  of  Rev. 
Schofield  removed  to  Illinois  from  which 
state  young  Schofield  was  appointed  to 
a  cadetship  at  West  Point  in  this  state 
and  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 

1853.    He  was  granted  a  Lieutenant's 



MILITARY  HISTORY. 
573 

commission  in  the  artillery  branch  of 
the  service.  On  account  of  his  aptitude 

for  teaching,  he  was  appointed  an  in- 
structor in  Natural  Philosophy  at  West 

Point,  a  position  he  held  for  some 

years ;  he  was  afterward  appointed  to 

a  Hke  position  in  Washington  Univer- 
sity at  St.  Louis.  At  the  opening  of  the 

War  of  1861  he  held  the  rank  of  Cap- 
tain and  was  made  chief  of  the  staf¥ 

of  General  Lyon  and  was  with  him  at 
the  Battle  of  Wilson  Creek.  Some  time 

in  1 861  he  was  placed  in  command  of 
the  Missouri  Militia,  and  the  next  year 

in  command  of  the  entire  military  dis- 
trict of  Missouri.  He  met  and  defeated 

the  Confederate  General  Hiendman  as 

he  was  advancing  North  near  Pea 

Ridge,  Arkansas,  in  October,  1862,  and 
compelled  the  rebel  army  to  return  to 
the  Arkansas  Valley.  Until  1864  he 

was  actively  engaged  in  various  sections 
and  was  made  Brigadier  General  in  the 
regular  army  after  arduous  service  in 
the  movements  of  the  army  of  Sherman, 
and  in  the  movements  of  that  army  till 
the  surrender  of  General  Johnson  and 
his  army.  He  was  in  command  at  the 
Battle  of  Franklin,  defeating  Hood  and 
was  also  in  command  at  the  Battle  of 

Nashville,  also  at  the  Battles  of  Wilm- 

ington and  Goldsborough,  North  Caro- 
lina. For  meritorious  services  he  was 

breveted  Major  General  in  1865.  In 
1867  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
Virginia  military  district.  For  a  short 

time  in  1868-69  was  Secretary  of 

War,  after  which  he  was  placed  in  com- 
mand of  the  Military  Department  of 

Missouri  and  after  acceptable  service 
he  was  appointed  to  the  head  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  but 

after  some  time  was  again  appointed 
to  the  tommand  in  the  Northwest  and 
later  still  was  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Armies  of  the  United  States.  He 

is  now  (1902)  living  in  California. 

Alonzo  H.  Gushing — Alonzo  Hene- 
ford   Gushing   was   a   son    of  Milton 

B.  Gushing  and  brother  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Gushing,  the  heroic  leader  of 

the  dauntless  band  of  patriots  that  de- 
stroyed the  Confederate  Ram  Albemarle, 

and  a  grandson  of  Zattu  Gushing  of 
Fredonia.  He  was  born  in  Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin,  January  9,  1841.  His  father 
dying  the  family  came  to  Fredonia  to 
live  and  Alonzo  was  appointed  to  the 

Military  Academy  at  West  Point, 
through  Hon.  F.  S.  Edwards,  Member 

of  Congress  of  the  Thirty-first  District 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  entered 

the  Academy  July  i,  1857,  and  was 

graduated  January  24,  1861.  He  was 
commissioned  Second  and  First  Lieu- 

tenant, Fourth  Artillery,  June  24,  1861, 
breveted  Captain  December  13,  1863, 

for  gallant  and  meritorious  service  at 
the  Battle  of  Fredericksburg,  Virginia. 

Was  made  Major  May  2,  1863,  for  like 
service  at  the  Battle  of  Chancellorsville, 

Virginia,  and  promoted  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  July  i,  1863,  for  conspicuous 
gallantry  at  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  killed  July 

3,  1863.  After  graduating  he  was  the 
first  of  his  class  ordered  into  the  field 

and  was  assigned  to  the  duty  of  in- 
structing volunteer  regiments  prepara- 

tory to  the  move  on  Manassas  in  which 
movement  he  commanded  a  section  of 

the  regular  battery  and  was  with  Gen- 
eral McClellan  as  Chief  of  Ordnance 

on  General  Summers's  stafT  with  the 
rank  of  Captain  and  participated  in 

every  battle  of  the  Peninsular  Cam- 
paign. For  a  time  he  was  transferred 

to  the  Topographic  Corps  and  while 
here  he  made  a  map  of  the  Antietam 
Battlefield.  His  favorite  arm  of  service 

was  the  artillery  to  which  he  was  re- 
turned at  his  own  request  and  was 

assigned  to  the  command  of  Battery  A 
of  the  Fourth  Regiment.  His  battery 

was  placed  under  General  Hancock  in 
the  Second  Corps  in  the  Campaign  into 
Pennsylvania,  and  at  Gettysburg  was 
stationed  at  Cemetery  Ridge  where  he 



374  CENTENNIAL  HISTORY 

was  killed  (.11  llic  lliird  dav  of  the  bat- 

tle. Moll.  (  ).  W.  jolinsoii  sin  writing;- 

nl  him  sa\  s:  "W  liilc  ( Icttysbur^  is  re- 

iiiriiil)rrc-d,  loii.ii"  as  the  human  heart 
cdu'ii-shc's  the  iiKMiiorv  of  heroism  and 

virtue,  it  will  warm  at  the  name  of 

Alou/o  II.  C  ushiui;-.  When  even  brave 
men  retired  before  the  overwhehiiing 

assault  of  the  enemy,  although  thrice 

wounded  he  still  stood  to  his  post  al- 
most alone  and  died  at  the  battery  that 

he  eommanded  as  he  poured  its  last 

discharge  into  the  very  face  of  the  foe, 

not  lhirt\-  feet  away." 
The  writer  knew  him  well  when  he 

was  a  boy,  and  was  laying  plans  for  his 
future  in  life,  he  always  exemplified  the 
same  si)irit  that  actuated  him  through 
his  short  military  career. 

William  1).  Gushing — The  youngest 
son  of  Milton  B.  Gushing  was  born 
.Xovember  4,  1842,  in  Wisconsin.  His 
father,  a  son  of  Zattu  Gushing,  had 
emigrated  to  that  state  while  a  young 
man,  but  failing  in  health  died  about 

1S52.  The  family  removed  to  Fredonia 

to  be  near  relatives  and  enjoy  better 
educational  advantages.  WilHam_was 

the  \-oungest  of  his  family  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  or  in  1857  entered  the 
Xaval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Mary- 

land. He  resigned  from  this  institution 
and  in  t86i  was  assigned  to  duty,  on 
the  iM-igate  Minnesota,  and  soon  pro- 

ceeded to  Hampton  Roads  to  actually 
engage  in  combat  with  the  Gonfederate 
Heet.  He  was  young,  but  nineteen  years 
of  age,  when  his  life  of  activity  com- 

menced, that  won  for  him  fame  and  im- 
perishable renown.  Very  soon  after 

reaching  Hampton  Roads  with  his  ves- 
sel, he  captured  the  Delaware  Farmer, 

tbe  first  naval  prize  of  the  Givil  War.' In  julv,  1862,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
bieutenancy  and  transferred  to  the 
Gambridge.  After  this  his  exploits 
came  thick  and  fast.  He  was  engaged 
m  the  memorable  conflict  with  the  Gon- 

federate Ram,  Merrimac,  and  soon  after 
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came  the  news  of  his  assault  upon  the 
Hatteras  Forts.  His  resistance  to  and 

destruction  of  the  rebel  infantry  which 

attempted  a  capture  of  his  vessel  at 
Blackwater,  was  a  heroic  feat.  Above 
Wilmington  he  disembarked  from  his 
boat  under  a  volley  of  rebel  musketry 
and  with  twenty  men  drove  a  garrison 
from  their  fort  and  destroyed  their 
earthworks.  He  destroyed  the  blockade 
runner  Hebe,  while  in  command  of  the 
Sheboken.  At  another  time,  with  a  few 

sailors,  rowing  up  Gape  Fear  River 
in  the  darkness  of  the  night  to 

Smithville,  the  rebel  headquarters,  hid- 

ing- his  men  and  silently  approach- 

ing the  commanding  General's  quar- 
ters, passing  unobserved  within  a  few 

yards  of  fifteen  hundred  men  and 

noiselessly  entering  the  General's 
sleeping  apartment,  lighting  wax  tap- 

ers, and  with  presented  pistol  de- 
manding silence  and  compelling  the 

officer  to  deliver  his  papers  and  plans, 

which  secured,  he  escaped  to  his  boat 

making  a  prisoner  of  the  Gonfederate 
Ghief  Engineer  on  the  way,  before  the 
enraged  rebels  could  realize  what  had 
occurred.  While  in  command  of  the 

Flagship  Malvern,  directly  after  his  pro- 
motion to  Lieutenant  Gommander,  with 

a  few  men  in  a  small  boat,  he  was  for  six 
hours  under  a  shower  of  shot  and  shell 

while  buoying  out  a  channel.  His  haz- 
ardous and  valiant  exploit  before  Fort 

Fisher  which  was  a  success  after  per- 
sistent effort  and  terrible  slaughter  was 

the  wonder  of  the  civilized  world.  A 

feat  that  showed  his  daring  was  his 

boarding  the  richly  laden  blockade  run- 
ner, Gharlotte,  and  suddenly  surprising 

the  Gaptain  by  opening  the  door  and 
placing  a  hand  upon  his  shoulder,  and 
demanding  a  surrender,  to  the  utter 
amazement  of  some  British  officers  who 

were  with  the  Gaptain  enjoying  a  wine 
carnival,  thus  making  a  valuable  prize 
of  the  Gharlotte. 

Soon   after   he   captured   the  Stag. 
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A  long  list  of  exploits  is  recorded,  but 
the  most  daring  and  reckless  of  them 
all,  was  his  heroism  displayed  in  the 

destruction  of  the  Confederate  ram,  Al- 
bemarle,the  terror  of  the  Federal  forces. 

It  was  at  first  his  design  to  board  the 
ram  by  night,  cut  her  loose  and  run  her 
off,  but  in  this  his  plans  were  frustrated, 
and  he  then  determined  to  destroy  her 

by  a  night  attack,  sliding  under  her  a 
torpedo.  To  accomplish  this  feat,  after 
many  difficulties,  he  brought  to  his  aid 

a  small  steam  launch  thirty  fe'et  in 
length,  supplied  with  the  instruments 
of  death  and  destruction.  He  took  with 

him  such  young  men  only  as  declared 
themselves  willing  to  sacrifice  their  lives 

and  contemplate  their  own  destruction 
with  that  of  the  foe.  With  a  line  at- 

tached to  the  Engineer's  ankle  to  com- 
municate his  will  without  speaking  he 

was  able  to  acquire  a  velocity  sufficient 
to  slide  them  over  a  boom  into  a  slip 

where  the  Albemarle  lay  under  guard  of 

both  navy  and  army.  They  were  dis- 
covered and  both  arms,  on  the  fated 

ram  and  on  the  shore  were  trained  up- 
on the  devoted  crew  of  the  launch,  tear- 
ing away  their  clothing,  but  the  hero  of 

the  occasion  minded  it  little  and  con- 

tinued to  manipulate  the  ingenious  de- 
vice of  destruction.  At  the  right  mo- 

ment he  dropped  the  torpedo  under  the 

vessel's  bottom  and  pulled  the  explod- 
ing line  of  the  torpedo,  which  exploded 

at  the  same  moment  of  the  discharge 

of  a  rifle  gun  bearing  upon  them  in  the 
fated  vessel.  Both  the  destroyed  and 
the  destroyer  were  blown  into  the  air. 

With  exultation  he  exclaimed,  "Men, 
save  yourselves."  Our  hero  was  not 
seriously  injured  and  by  persistent  ef- 

fort he  reached  the  shore,  falhng  in  the 
tall  reeds  with  his  feet  in  the  water 

where  he  lay  until  a  little  revived  when 

he  crawled  farther  away  from  the  scene 
of  action,  where  he  had  the  good  fortune 
to  find  a  boat  which  he  cut  loose  and 

made  his  escape. 

A  writer  says  of  him,  "Always  com- 
plimented by  his  superior  officers  for 

his  skill  and  courage,  five  times  thanked 

by  the  Navy  department  and  once  by 

Congress  for  distinguished  services." 
The  country  and  navy  may  be  proud  of 

this  the  most  adventurous  of  their  he- 
roes. He  died  at  Washington  Navy 

Yards  December  17,  1874,  aged  thirty- 

two.  Lieutenant  Cushing  was  not  mar- 
ried until  February  22,  1870,  when  he 

married  Kate  Louisa,  daughter  of  Col- 
onel David  S.  Forbes  of  Fredonia.  Mrs. 

Cushing  is  still  living  and  her  two 
daughters  with  her  father  in  Fredonia. 

It  is  useless  to  attempt  a  word  by 

way  of  eulogy  in  the  case  of  William 

B.  Cushing,  the  facts  speak  for  them- 
selves and  rival  those  of  John  Paul 

Jones  and  Oliver  H.  Perry.  We  honor 
and  possibly  venerate  such  men  whether 
we  will  or  not.  Our  relation  savors  of 
romance  rather  than  of  actual  life. 

Revolutionary  Soldiers. 

I  have  once  said  that  the  War  of  1812 

was  really  our  war  of  Independence. 
On  the  part  of  the  British  the  close  of 

the  Revolutionary  war  was  but  a  res- 
pite for  a  more  favorable  opportunity. 

But  it  was  a  fearful  conflict  with  these 

old  worthies — and  the  rank  and  file 
as  well  as  the  officers,  are  worthy  of  all 
the  honor  we  are  capable  of  bestowing 
upon  them.  Of  course  none  went  into 
the  Continental  Army  from  Chautauqua 

County,  as  it  was  then  a  wilderness 
absolutely  without  a  white  inhabitant, 

but  years  later,  in  their  closing  days 

they  came  floating  in  on  the  crest  of 

the  wave  of  emigration  of  a  later  gen- 
eration, and  their  graves  are  with  us  to- 

day. As  you  wander  over  the  earlier 
cemeteries  of  the  county  do  you  not 

find  here  and  there  a  grave  of  one  of 
those  men,  that  fought  through  the 
fearful  conflict,  the  result  of  which 

gives  us  our  homes  of  today  and  a  gov- 
ernment that  watches  closelv  over  the 
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inurrsts  of  every  citizen?  There  are 

sixteen  of  these  men  l)urie(l  in  my  town, 

each  marked  1)y  a  small  flag,  and  as  I 

pass  them  I  instinctively  nncover  my 
luad  as  if  before  some  sacred  shrine. 

I  claim  for  these  old  veterans  a  place 

with  ns  today  and  donbt  not  in  spirit 

they  are  with  us,  and  not  a  disloyal  one 
among  them  all. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascer- 
tain there  are  in  the  various  towns  of 

the  county  eighty-three  of  these  men 
resting  in  honored  graves  as  follows: 

Charlotte  seven ;  Ellery  three ;  Elli- 
cott,  four  ;  Gerry,  one  ;  Chautauqua,  ten  ; 
Clymer,  four ;  Ellington,  one ;  Poland, 

seven;  Pomfret,  fifteen;  Portland,  six- 
teen; Stockton,  three;  Villenova,  four; 

Hanover,  eight. 
The  last  Revolutionary  Pensioner  in 

the  county  lived  in  Harmony,  and  died 

there  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine  years. 
He  ])urchased  his  farm  of  the  Holland 

Land  Company  in  1811  on  which  he  liv- 
ed. He  was  buried  on  his  farm,  his 

name  was  Wihiam  Mattison  Sr.  He 

was  blind  during  the  last  twenty-six 
years  of  his  life.  His  farm  near  Stow  is 

now  owned  by  A.  M.  Connelly. 

152nd  Regiment,  43d  Brigade— Early  Officers. 

The  following  was  copied  from  the 
records  of  Military  appointments  for 
the  County  of  Chautauqua  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  at  Albany,  for 
the  One  Hundred  Sixty-Second  Regi- 

ment, the  first  regiment  formed  in  the 
county,  in  the  spring  of  1808,  the  One 
Hundred  Sixty-ninth  Regiment,  the 
Seventh  Artillery  and  Rifle  Company. 

Appointments  to  office  April  6,  181 5: 
C(^lonel  John  McMahan ;  Major,  James 
McMahan;  Quartermaster,  David  Eas- 
on  ;  Paymaster,  David  Eaton ;  Captains, 
r.enjamin  Perry,  Elijah  Risley  Jr.,  Wil- 

liam Bell,  Davis  Dexter,  William  Mar- 
tin, Abraham  Winters;  Lieutenants, 

William  Rice,  Stephen  Prendergast, 
Leverett  Barker,  Nathaniel  Fay,  John 
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Walker,  Amos  Bird;  Ensigns,  Robert 

C.  Dickey,  David  Bly,  Isaac  Baldwin, 
David  Smith,  Isaac  Martin. 

Appointments  of  March  22,  1816: 
Brigadier  General,  John  McMahan ; 
First  Major,  James  McMahan;  Second 
Major,  Moses  Adams;  Adjutant,  John 

Dexter ;  Paymaster,  David  Eaton ;  Sur- 
geon, William  Prendergast ;  Chaplain, 

Asa  Turner ;  Captains,  Louis  Bird, 

Israel  Carpenter,  Charles  Barnes,  Ste- 

phen Prendergast,  William  Rice ;  En- 
signs, Stephen  Wilcox,  Jr.,  Joseph  I. 

Pember,  Samuel  Munger,  David  Hatch, 

Joseph  Loucks,  Alvin  Stilson. 
Appointments  of  March  4,  1817:  Cap- 

tain, Nathaniel  Young;  Lieutenants, 
Samuel  Minigar,  David  Bly ;  Ensigns, 
Lord  Nichols,  William  Sprague,  Almon 
Ives. 

Appointments  of  April  24,  1818: 

Captains,  Phineas  Palmeter,  Abel  Wil- 
cox, Jeremiah  Griffith,  Jonas  Stafford, 

Samuel  Brown ;  Lieutenants,  Stephen 

Wilcox,  George  Martin,  Elias  Clark, 
Cornelius  Hunt,  Israel  Baker,  Jesse 

Smith ;  Ensigns,  Michael  Frank,  Jacob 
Austin,  Almon  Manley,  Bela  Herrick, 

Moses  Joy,  James  Hall. 
Appointments  for  March  27,  1819: 

Surgeons,  Ebenezer  Uphins,  John  Foot ; 

Quartermaster,  Robert  McMahan  ;  Pay- 
master, Abram  Dixon ;  Colonel,  Darius 

Dexter ;  Captain,  Charles  Taylor ;  Lieu- 
tenants, Benjamin  Russell,  Adam 

Campbell ;  Paymasters,  Jonathan  Cor- 
eh,  John  B.  Clock. 

One  Hundred  Sixty-ninth  Regiment, 

Forty-third  Brigade,  appointments  ot 
August  18,  t8i6:  Lieutenant  Colonel, 

Jonathan  L.  Bartoo  ;  First  Major,  Mar- 
tin B.  Tabbs ;  Second  Major,  Benjamin 

Perry ;  Quartermaster,  Jacob  Nough- 
ton ;  Surgeon,  Squire  White  ;  Chaplain, 
Elder  Handy. 

Appointments  July  8,  1818:  Adju- 
tant, Leverett  Barker ;  Paymaster,  Joel 

Lee ;  Lieutenant,  James  Mullett ;  En- 
sign, John  P.  M.  Whaley. 
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Appointments  of  April  i6,  1816: 

Captains,  Ezra  White,  Charles  Buritt, 
Isaac  Baldwin,  Guy  Webster,  Samuel  J, 
Smith;  Lieutenants,  Joel  Barnette, 
Thomas  G.  Abell,  Dennis  Barnes,  James 

Knapp,  Nathaniel  Barney ;  Ensigns, 

John  S.  Boyer,  Willis  Willoughby,  Nor- 
man Spink,  Samuel  Dixon,  Uriah  Nash. 

Appointments  of  March  4,  1817: 
Lieutenant  Colonel,  Benjamin  Perry; 

Major,  Elijah  Risley ;  Quartermaster, 
Simon  Averill ;  Paymaster,  John  Curtis  ; 

Captains,  Eliphalet  Dewey,  James  Mul- 
lett,  James  Knapp,  John  Walker;  En- 

signs, Elijah  Nelson,  Samuel  Johnson, 
Sampson  Trask,  William  Griswold, 
Amri  Williams,  Thomas  Merritt,  John 

Walker ;  Lieutenants,  Jonathan  S.  Pat- 
terson, Elton  Cooley,  John  P.  M. 

Whaley,  Uriah  Nash. 

Appointments  for  April  24,  1818: 

Colonel,  Elijah  Risley  ;  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel, Leverett  Barker;  Major,  James 

Mullett;  Adjutant,  Thomas  G.  Abell; 

Captains,  Samuel  Johnson,  Darius 
Barnes,  John  P.  Whaley,  Uriah  Nash, 
Jonathan  Patterson,  Eldred  Corbett ; 
Lieutenants,  Norman  Dunbar,  Willis 

Willoughby,  Sampson  Trask,  Obed  Ed- 
son,  Amri  Williams,  William  Griswold 

Thomas  Merritt,  Augustus  Wright 
Thomas  Warren,  Nathaniel  Barnes ; 

Ensigns,  William  Sage,  Stephen  B? 

nette.  Hall  Spink,  John  Leaver,  August- 
us Bartoo,  Jesse  Battles,  John  E.  Gris- 

wold. 

Appointments  of  March  27,  1819: 

Judge  Advocate,  John  Crane ;  Assistani 

Hospital  Surgeon,  William  Prender- 
gast ;  Paymaster,  WilHam  Jones. 
Appointments  of  July  8,  1816,  and 

March  4,  181 7  :  Captain,  Asahel  Lyons  ; 
First  Lieutenant,  Perry  Evans ;  Second 
Lieutenant,  EHsha  W.  Young. 

Appointments  of  April  24,  1818: 

Captain,  Ralph  Plumb;  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Knowles  Hall ;  Second  Lieutenant, 

George  Hinkley. 

Appointments   of   March  27,  1819: 

Captains,  John  Jackson,  Lemon  Averill, 
Obed  Edson ;  Lieutenants,  Alexander 

Simmons,  Asahel  Seller,  Avoy  O.  Mar- 
tin ;  Ensigns,  Dexter  Hatch,  Daniel 

Page,  Peter  Pickard. 
There  were  many  more  but  they  were 

not  reported. 

Grand  Army  of  Republic. 
BY  AUGDSTtJS  BtiOOD. 

The  "Grand  Army  of  the  Republic," 
composed  of  survivors  from  the  Union 
Armies  of  the  Civil  War,  made  its  ad- 

vent into  Chautauqua  County  as  an  or- 

ganization in  its  present  non-political 
character  in  July,  1882,  by  the  organi- 

zation of  E.  A.  Sturdevant  Post  No. 

282,  at  Kennedy  with  thirty  members. 
Commander,  Newel  Cheney ;  Senior 

Vice  Commander,  A.  H.  Staf¥ord ;  Ad- 

jutant, C.  B.  Sturdevant.  Present  mem- 
bership, twenty.  This  was  followed 

August  17th,  1882,  by  the  organi- 
zation of  James  M.  Brown  Post, 

No.  285,  in  the  City  of  Jamestown  with 

fifty-six  charter  members.  Comman- 
der, A.  S.  Prather ;  Adjutant,  R.  Eaton. 

The  present  membership  is  one  hundred 

ninety ;  Commander,  Adam  Ports ;  Ad- 
jutant, E.  E.  Kelsey. 

Then  followed  James  A.  Hall  Post, 
Number  292,  at  Brocton,  October  3rd, 

1882,  with  twenty  charter  members ; 
Commander,  C.  O.  Furman  ;  Adjutant, 

T.  K.  Bambrick.  Present  membership 
twenty-seven ;  Commander  Charles 
Pecor;  Adjutant,  J.  A.  Powers. 

Sheldon  Post,  No.  295,  of  Sher- 
man. Commander  B.  J.  Cofifin  ;  Adju- 

tant H.  A.  Williams.  The  present  Com- 
mander is  Theodore  W.  Skinner ;  Adju- 

tant, J.  C.  Page. 
Bullock  Post,  Number  304,  of  Cherry 

Creek,  November  2nd,  1882,  with  twen- 
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1\  iiinnhcTS.  Coniinaiuk'r,  John  C. 

W.iii;  .\<lim;ml,  Norton  C.  Sliei)ar(l. 

riisriil  nuiiil)rrs]ii])  nineteen.  Com- 

mainlrr.  Delo.ss  I'",  lioutwell  ;  /Vdjiitant, 
Samuel  M.  Sweet. 

i  :.  I".  (  arpenler  Post,  Nnml:)er  308,  of 
Mawille.  .\ovenil)er  loth,  1882,  with 

t,)ri\-i\\()  nienil)ei-s.  Commander  Chas. 
A.  !\iml)erl\  ;  Adjntant  \\  A.  Albro. 

1 'resent  members  thirty-two.  Com- 
mander, r.x  ron  A.  Si)erry  ;  Adjntant,  H. 

.si\l)e}-. 

SOLDIKKS    AND  SAILORS'  MON  UM  E  NT, CHKRRY   CREKKl,  IST,  Y. 

J.  C.  Drake  Post,  Number  317,  of  Sm- 
elairvibe.  1882.  with  tw^elve  members. 

Lomman(kM-,  j.  A.  Smith;  Adjutant,  W. 
E.  Strono-.  Present  membership  twen- 

ty. Commander,  Frank  Terry;  Adju- 
tant Joseph  Colenso. 

W'ilham  Sackett  Post,  Number  324, \\  esttield.  with  tw^elve  charter  members. 
Comman(kn-,  John  H.  Towle ;  Adjutant, 
G.   Ah   Rykert.     Present  membership 
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twenty-nine.  Commander,  S.  A.  Fer- 

rin;  Adjutant,  G.  A.  Isham. 
Philander  Cook  Post,  Number  389, 

Panama,  July  23rd,  1883,  with  thirty- 
four  members.  Commander,  H.  H. 

Cook;  Adjutant,  J.  R.  Casselman.  Pres- 
ent membership  twenty-one.  Comman- 
der, H.  H.  Cook;  Adjutant,  Isaac  Rob- 

son. 

WilHam  O.  Stevens  Post,  Number 

393,  Dunkirk,  August  14,  1883,  eighteen 
charter  members.  Commander,  W.  J. 

Cronyn ;  Adjutant,  Frederick  Heyl. 

Present  members  forty-nine.  Com- 
mander, T.  C.  Jones ;  Adjutant,  Oscar 

Wheelock. 

E.  D.  Holt  Post,  Number  403,  Fre- 

donia,  October  5th,  1883,  with  thirty- 
five  charter  members.  Commander,  Sid- 

ney L.  Wilson;  Adjutant,  George  Tate. 

Present  members  forty-two,  twelve  of 
whom  were  charter  members.  Com- 

mander, E.  A.  Curtis  ;  Adjutant,  James 
Pettit. 

John  F.  Smith  Post,  Number  429, 

Stockton,  December  ist,  1883,  with  six- 
teen members.  Commander,  J.  C.  Russ  ; 

Adjutant,  Levant  H.  Derby.  Present 
members  fourteen.  Commander,  J.  D. 

Crissey  ;  Adjutant,  A.  R.  Woodard. 

G.  L.  Pierce  Post,  Number  439,  F'or- 
estville,  March  3rd,  1884,  with  twenty 

members.  Commander,  Robert  J.  Wat- 
erman ;  Adjutant,  A.  C.  Cook.  Present 

members  twenty.  Commander,  Ira  G. 

Brownell  and  A.  C.  Cook  is  still  Adju- 
tant. 

R.  M.  Starring  Post,  Number  523, 
Silver  Creek,  October  5th,  1884,  with 
seventeen  members.  Commander,  W.H. 

Bartlett ;  Adjutant,  O.  L.  Swift.  Pres- 
ent members  thirty.  Commander,  O.  L. 

Swift;  Adjutant,  Paul  Evertse. 
Cyrus  Adams  Post,  Number  589, 

Frewsburg  with  sixteen  charter  mem- 
bers. Commander,  R.  D.  Fish;  Adju- 

tant, Harry  Wood.  Present  members 

twenty-seven.  Commander  S.  C.  Thom- 
as ;  Adjutant,  Harry  Wood. 
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Union  Post  Number  407,  Findley> 

Lake,  organized  —  with  nineteen  mem- 
bers. Commander,  F.  J.  Lewis  ;  Adju- 

tant, James  Haslet.  Present  members 

twenty-two.  Commander,  O.  F.  Gif- 
ford ;  Adjutant,  E.  F.  Beard.  These 

Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
Hc  for  the  first  few  years  of  their  ex- 

istence grew  rapidly  until  nearly  all  vet- 
erans residing  in  Chautauqua  County 

were  enrolled  as  members.  But  then 

the  work  of  "muster  in"  ceased  for  the 

members  accomplished  in  the  field  with 
the  assistance  of  their  fallen  comrades, 

the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  has 

occupied  a  sphere  of  usefulness  in  the 
time  of  peace.  Its  object  is  to  foster  and 

promote  the  ennobling  sentiment  of  pa- 
triotism. And  through  its  efforts  we 

have  in  this  state  the  Stars  and  Strioes 

waving  over  every  sclioolhouse  and 
Memorial  Day  which  takes  precedence 

over  all  National  Days  except  Inde- 
pendence Day. 

E.  D.  HOLT  POST.  No.  403.,  Fkedonia,  N.  Y. 

want  of  eligible  material  and  for  the 
last  ten  years  the  ranks  have  steadily 

thinned  out,  as  one  by  one  the  gray 
haired  veterans  answer  to  the  roll  call 

on  the  other  side.  For  a  few  years 
longer  Posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 

Republic  will  maintain  their  organiza- 
tion and  continue  their  patriotic  work, 

and  then  pass  out  of  existence.  But 

the  work  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public will  not  so  soon  perish.  Without 

any  reference  to  what  the  individual 

Seward  Guard. 

BY    J.    C.  HAIrE. 

The  military  history  of  Chautauqua 
County  would  not  be  complete  without 
reference  to  Seward  Guard  of  West- 

field,  New  York,  which  company  was 
organized  early  in  the  year  1876. 

Special  order  number  seventy-five, 
announcing  the  organization  of  the 

company  reads  as  follows : 
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Alhany,  N.   Y.,  May  20,  187G. 

Special  Ordci- No.  75. 
Application  having  been  made  in 

proper  form  for  the  organization  of  a 
comiiany  of  infantry  in  the  Village  of 
Westfieid,  Chautauqua  County,  to  be 
attached  to  the  Thirty-first  Brigade 
and  Eighth  Division,  National  Guard, 
State  of  New  York,  said  company  is 
hereby  organized  as  the  Third  Sep- 

arate Company  of  Infantry,  Thirty- 
first  Brigade,  National  Guard  State 
of  New  York,  with  the  following 
named  officers  who  will  be  commis- 

sioned with  rank  from  this  date: 
Captain  J.  H.  Towle. 
First  Lieutenant,  Alexander  Mc- 

Dade. 
Second  Lieutenant,  William  M.  Pren- 

dergast. 
By  order  of  the  Commander  in 

Chief,  (Signed) 
Franklin  Townsend, 

Adjutant  General. 
Official  copy. 
Chauncey  P.  Williams, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

The  company  was  named  in  honor, 
and  in  memory  of.  Hon.  WilHam  H. 
Sew  ard,  wlio  at  one  time  Hved  in  West- 

tield,  and  who  achieved  a  national  repu- 
tation as  Secretary  of  State  in  the  Cab- 

inet of  President  Abraham  Lincoln. 

The  Captain,  First  Lietitenant  and 

sc\cral  of  the  private  soldiers  of  the 
C()m])any  had  seen  service  in  the  Civil 

\\  ar,  and  their  experience  was  of  great 
value  in  developing  the  soldier  spirit 
among  the  other  members. 

The  company  had  a  fine  armory,  drill 
hall,  ritie  range,  etc.,  and  much  atten- 

tion was  given  to  study,  drill  and  target 
practice. 
A  stand  of  colors  was  presented  to 

the  company  in  the  year  1876  by  Mrs. 
\  irginia  Spencer  Towle,  wife  of  Captain 
j.  11.  Towle,  the  presentation  speech 
being  made  by  Ex-Lieutenant  Governor 
Ceorge  W.  Patterson. 
The  company  saw  active  service  dur- 

ing the  summer  of  1877,  at  the  time  of 
the  great  railroad  riots,  when  it  was 
called  to  Buffalo,  to  assist  in  maintain- 

ing the  dignity  of  the  law  and  suppress violence. 

For  several  days  during  the  month  of 

July  of  the  year  mentioned,  railroad 
traffic  in  Western  New  York  had  been 
at  a  standstill.  The  strikers  were  in 

control  and  officials  of  the  railroads 

were  helpless  against  the  mob  at  the 
railroad  centers.  On  the  23d  of  July 
orders  were  received  by  Captain  Towie, 

to  proceed  with  his  company  to  Bufifalo. 
A  special  train  conveyed  them,  the 

start  being  made  from  Westfieid,  by 

way  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad,  at  about  seven 

o'clock  P.  M.  The  special  was  made 
up    of    several    mail    and  passenger 

Wm.  H.  SEWARD. 

coaches,  the  last  one  being  occupied  by 
Seward  Guard.  The  order  was  to  stop 

at  Buffalo  Creek  bridge  and  guard  rail- 
road property  until  morning. 

A  short  distance  west  of  the  bridge 
a  red  light  was  thrown  out  in  front  of 
the  train,  and  the  engineer  stopped 
rather  than  take  his  chance  of  being ditched. 

Within  a  few  minutes  the  train  was 
surrounded  by  a  howling  mob  of  thous- 

ands, who  seemed  thirsting  for  blood. 
The  last  car  containing  the  company 

was  cut  off,  and  the  head  end  of  the  train 
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sent  into  the  city,  leaving  the  company 
isolated.  A  parley  ensued  between  the 
Captain  and  ringleaders  of  the  mob,  the 
former  being  anxious  to  avoid  violence 

if  possible,  but  giving  the  mob  clearly 
to  understand  that  he  would  endeavor 

to  carry  out  his  orders,  and  would  not 

surrender  or  give  up  guns. 
At  last  the  members  of  the  mob,  many 

of  whom  had  crowded  into  the  car,  be- 
came more  aggressive,  and  as  a  result 

the  order  was  given  to  open  fire  upon 
them.  This  was  obeyed  promptly,  and 
the  firing  continued  until  the  mob  was 

dispersed  and  the  company  left  in  pos- 
session. It  was  badly  cut  up,  however, 

about  a  dozen  of  its  members  having 
been  wounded,  some  of  them  seriously, 
and  a  score  or  more  missing. 

Although  in  possession  of  the  field, 

the  Captain  deemed  it  advisable  to  re- 
tire to  some  convenient  place  where  the 

wounded  could  have  attention,  and  am- 
munition replenished. 

Consequently  the  company  proceeded 
along  the  Lake  road,  west  a  couple  of 

miles,  where  a  halt  was  made  at  a  way- 
side hotel,  doctors  summoned  and  a  re- 

port of  the  battle  forwarded  to  Briga- 
dier General  Rogers. 

Corporal  John  W.  Davis  was  detailed 
as  messenger,  and  with  the  report  in 
one  boot  and  revolver  in  the  other,  he 

made  his  way  through  that  section  of 
the  city  under  control  of  the  mob,  and 

reached  General  Rogers's  headquarters 
safely.  An  order  was  returned  to  the 

Captain  to  proceed  to  the  city  with 
what  there  was  left  of  the  company,  and 

Major  E.  B.  Jewett  v^as  detailed  as  es- 
cort. 

About  nine  o'clock  of  the  morning 
of  July  24,  the  wounded  were  sent  to 
the  home  of  Dr.  D.  B.  Wiggans,  West 
Seneca,  New  York,  and  the  balance  of 

the  company,  short  of  guns  marched 
through  the  streets  lined  with  rioters, 

and  halted  at  the  Exchange  Street  De- 
pot of  the  New  York  Central  and  Lake 

Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railroads 

which  was  being  used  as  a  military  ren- 
dezvous. 

The  trouble  in  Buffalo  lasted  several 

days,  during  which  time  Seward  Guard 

was  honored  by  being  assigned  to  spec- 
ial duty  in  guarding  the  penetentiary 

where  hundreds  of  rioters  were  con- 
fined. The  Sheriff,  when  asking  for 

troops  to  guard  against  a  threatened 
attack  by  the  mob  outside,  which  was 

in  svmpathy  with  its  imprisoned  mem- 
bers and  threatened  to  liberate  them,  is 

reported  to  have  requested  the  General 
in  command  to  send  the  Westfield  Com- 

pany as  they  would  shoot. 
On  the  Friday  following  the  battle, 

the  company  returned  home  and  were 

received  with  great  enthusiasm  by  citi- 
zens of  Westfield. 

In  addition  to  the  officers  named,  the 

following  held  commissions  in  the  com- 

pany :  James  V.  Minton,  First  Lieu- 
tenant ;  P.  W.  Bemis  and  Thomas  A. 

Peacock,  Second  Lieutenants. 

The  company  was  mustered  out  at 
the  expiration  of  its  term  of  service, 
its  record  having  been  an  honorable 
one. 

SKETCH  OF  WILLIAM  PEACOCK. 

BY  E.  C.  GREEN. 

Nothing  in  biography  serves  a  more 
useful  or  entertaining  purpose  than  the 
story  of  the  pioneer.  He  who  was  the 
first,  or  he  who  was  among  the  first,  to 

prove  the  untried,  to  fathom  the  un- 
known, to   penetrate  the  unexplored. 

always  possesses  for  us  an  interest  of 
real  practical  value.  Such  a  man  was 
William  Peacock,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch. 

In  the  history  of  Chautauqua  County 
which  is  the  record  of  the  heroic  labors 
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cf  those-  who  caused  a  wilderness  "to 

blossom  like  the  rose,"  the  name  of  Wil- 

liam f'eacock  deservcdh"  stands  as  that 

of  OIK-  of  the  hardiest  of  i)ioncers.  He 

was  not  the  first  to  enter  the  forest  of 

Western  Xew  York  with  the  imple- 

ments of  civilization,  but  before  the  set- 

tler's axe  had  felled  a  tree  in  this  region 

Ik-  had  marked  out  with  the  surveyor's 
line  the  future  abodes  of  those  who 

should  constitute  the  army  of  civilization 
that  was  to  follow  him. 

r.orn  in  Ulster  County,  New  York, 

l'\-l)ruar\-  22,  1780,  he  was  twenty-three 

\cars  of  ag-e  when  he  left  his  father's 

WILT.IAM  PEACOCK. 

house  with  the  intention  of  seeking  his 
fortune  in  New  Orleans,  the  remote 
and  newly-acquired  possession  of  the 
United  States.  He  was  then  a  Jeffer- 
soiiian  Democrat,  a  follower  of  that 
1 'resident  who  had  secured  to  this  coun- 
tr\  the  vast  territory  of  Louisiana,  and 
m  alter  years  he  was  as  ardent  a  Jack- 
sonian  Democrat.  His  father  had 

served  under  \\'ashington  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary ^\'ar,  and  he  justly  felt  a  per- sonal title  to  a  share  in  the  fruits  of 

that  great  struggle.  Thomas  Peacock 
was  the  father  of  three  children,  of 
whom  \\  illiam  was  the  first  son.  The 

CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

Other  boy  was  John,  and  the  daughter 
was  Geneva,  who  afterwards  married 

Samuel  Hughinson  and  lived  in  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia. 

William  spent  his  youth  on  his  fath- 
er's farm  near  Geneva,  New  York,  but 

received  a  greater  degree  of  education 
than  many  of  his  neighbors  enjoyed. 
His  first  intention  was  to  be  a  surgeon, 
but  he  altered  this  afterwards  to  a  more 

adventurous  purpose.  He  studied  sur- 

veying, and  at  twenty-three  felt  himself 
sufficiently  competent  in  his  profession 
to  seek  a  wide  field  of  effort.  Perhaps 

he  remembered  that  Washington  him- 
self had  begun  life  in  that  somewhat 

humble  capacity  of  surveyor,  and  he 

may  have  derived  some  measure  of  in- 
spiration from  the  example  of  that  il- 

lustrious character. 

At  twenty-three  William  Peacock 
found  himself  in  Batavia  with  New  Or- 

leans as  the  objective  point  of  his  trav- 
els. An  incident  which  occurred  there, 

however,  turned  the  whole  current  of  his 

life.  Joseph  Ellicott,  the  brother  of 

Andrew  Ellicott,  Surveyor-General  of 
the  United  States,  and  himself  a  sur- 

veyor of  the  Holland  Land  Company, 

met  the  young  man  at  Batavia,  and  easi- 
ly persuaded  him  that  it  was  not  neces- 

sary to  travel  so  far  from  home  to  find 

abundant  opportunity  for  his  ambitions. 

The  Holland  Land  Company  had  al- 

ready begun  the  survey  of  immense 
tracts  of  country  in  Western  New  York, 
and  Elhcott  induced  Peacock  to  take 

part  in  this  work,  to  understand  the 
nature  of  which  it  is  necessary  to  relate 
some  small  part  of  the  history  of  the 
movement  of  which  Peacock  was  there- 

after to  be  a  part  and  in  which  he  ac- 
quired wealth  and  distinction. 

In  1788  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
owned  about  six  millions  of  acres  of 
land  in  Western  New  York,  subject  to 
the  title  of  the  Indians.  In  that  year 
Massachusetts  contracted  to  sell  to  Oli- 

ver Phelps  and  Nathaniel  Gorham  about 
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two  million  six  hundred  thousand  acres 

of  the  eastern  part  of  this  land.  Three 

years  later  Massachusetts  sold  to  Rob- 
ert Morris  all  the  lands  owned  by  that 

state  west  of  the  Phelps  and  Gorham 

tract,  a  portion  of  which  is  now  in- 
cluded within  the  limits  of  Chautauqua 

County.  These  lands  were  sold  by  Rob- 
ert Morris  to  the  agents  of  certain  gen- 

tlemen in  Holland,  and  the  grantees 
held  the  lands  for  the  benefit  of  those 

gentlemen,  The  real  owners,  being 
aliens,  could  not,  by  the  laws  of  the 

state,  purchase  and  hold  real  estate  in 

their  own  names.    The  lands,  finally  be- 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 
From  an  old  print. 

coming  the  property  of  individuals  call- 
ing themselves  the  Holland  Land  Com- 

pany, and  comprising  all  of  the  west- 
ern counties  of  the  State  of  New  York, 

were  known  as  the  "Holland  purchase." 
In  1797  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands 
was  extinguished,  and  the  Holland 

Company  prepared  to  survey,  hold  and 

offer  them  for  sale  and  settlement.  Jos- 

eph Ellicott  was  the  company's  survey- 
or and  agent  to  sell  lands. 

The  company  was  composed  mostly 

of  shrewd,  conservative,  but  far-seeing 

and  sagacious  merchants  of  Amster- 

dam. They  had  abundant  faith  in  the 
future  of  the  United  States,  under  our 

republican  form  of  government,  when 

as  yet  that  government  was  an  experi- 
ment of  doubtful  issue  to  all  but  the 

most  sanguine  patriots.  These  men 
had  faith,  and  having  courage  also,  did 

not  hesitate  to  invest  a  large  sum  of 
money  in  the  wild  lands  of  New  York. 
Time  has  justified  both  their  faith  and 
their  courage,  and  posterity  ought  to 
award  to  them  credit  for  both.  The 

survey  was  begun  by  Joseph  Ellicott  in 

1798.  Townships  were  first  marked  out, 
and  afterwards  sections  or  lots. 

The  plan  had  been  in  operation  five 

years  when  William  Peacock  took  em- 
ployment with  the  company  as  surveyor. 

The  region  that  was  then  penetrated 

was  a  virgin  forest.  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty was  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of 

the  most  majestic  trees,  which  cast 
their  heavy  shadows  over  hill,  valley, 
stream  and  lake.  Trees  so  large  and 

tall  were  nowhere  to  be  found  in  north- 

ern latitudes,  and  to  reclaim  a  wilder- 

ness so  rugged,  hearts  and  arms  as  rug- 
ged were  required.  The  surveyor  had 

to  share  the  rough  labors  of  those  who 
cleared  the  forest.  William  Peacock 

was  a  sturdy  young  man,  with  the  ardor 
and  strength  of  the  pioneer,  and  when 
the  warm  rays  of  spring  appeared  he 
started  with  his  assistants  for  the  woods 

to  remain  in  camp  until  the  snow  was 
too  deep  for  work.  Often  he  was 
forced  to  wade  through  creeks  with 
water  up  to  his  waist,  and  at  night  he 
plodded  his  weary  wav  to  camp  with  the 
water  dripping  from  his  clothes.  When 
he  first  came  to  what  is  now  Mayville 

as  surveyor,  a  quantity  of  provisions 
sent  on  ahead,  and  stored  in  an  old  fort 

for  the  use  of  his  party,  was  stolen  by 
a  band  of  hunters  or  traders,  and  when 
he  arrived,  there  was  no  food  for  him 

and  his  companions,  who  had  to  live 

by  hunting  and  fishing  until  supplies 
could  be  sent  on  from  the  coast. 
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Th.-lt    lU'  sh-AVCi] 

|)l()\.rs   in    llu'  li 

(lie  I'aitli  of  his  cm- 
iirc  of  the  country 

which  was  then  an  uninhabited  forest, 

is  piMxrn  hv  the  fact  that  he  was  the 

il)ir<l  pnrehasiM-  of  land  in  the  ]:)resent 

Town  of  I 'haulau(|ua,  in  January,  1806. 
Thr  lir>l  purchase  had  been  made  by 
|)r.  Alexander  Mclntire  and  the  second 

I)\  a  romantic  character  named  Jona- 
than Smith,  whom  IV^acock  found  wait- 

iuL-  for  him  to  surve\-  one  hundred  acres 

turned,  and  they  often  lingered  for  sev- 
eral days  awaiting  him,  partaking  of 

the  family  provisions  and  sleeping  at 

night  before  the  fireplace. 
His  work  of  surveying  extended  over 

large  tracts  of  land  on  the  Genesee,  and 
in  the  western  part  of  the  state.  He 

surveyed  also  a  part  of  the  site  of  Buf- 
falo. While  he  performed  the  labor 

for  which  he  was  employed,  he  had  suffi- 
cient foresight  to  invest  on  his  own 

JOSEPH  ELLICOTT. 

that  Smith  had  bought  from  the  Hol- 
land Land  Company.  William  Peacock 

came  into  direct  contact  with  the  In- 
dians, and  he  exhibited  the  greatest 

tact  in  his  relations  with  them.  He  cul- 
tivated their  good  will  by  a  system  of 

kindly  h.ospitality.  The  Indians  came 
'n'ciuently  to  see  him,  and  when  he  was 
at  home  they  were  entertained  by  him 
in  his  house.  Rut  when  he  was  absent 
they  would  not  depart  until  he  had  re- 

account  in  the  land  that  was  for  sale. 
He  purchased  land  in  what  is  now  Buf- 

falo, and  bought  extensively  of  the  com- 
pany in  Chautauqua  County.  It  was 

this  land,  afterward  greatly  augment- 
ing in  value,  that  was  the  source  of  his 

wealth  in  later  years. 

He  had  been  serving  as  surveyor  for 
the  company  for  a  period  of  seven  years 
when  in  1810  he  came  to  Mayville, 
where  at  that  time  there  were  but  two 
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or  three  cabins.  He  now  acted  as  agent 
for  the  Holland  Land  Company  until 
it  disposed  of  the  last  of  its  lands.  Soon 

after  he  became  the  agent  of  the  Hol- 
land Land  Company  a  meeting  of  its 

agents  and  nepresentatives  was  held 

here  and  among  other  matters  consid- 
ered, was  that  of  naming  the  new  set- 

tlement where  Mayville  now  stands — 

up  to  that  time  known  as  "The  Cor- 
ners," and  what  occurred  respecting 

the  same  as  detailed  by  Mr.  Peacock 

to  Henry  McKenzie,  was  as  follows : 

''A  great  many  names  had  been  sug- 
gested but  none  upon  which  all  could 

unite,  when  Mrs.  Paul  Busti,  wife  of 

one  of  the  agents  and  attorney  for  the 
company,  came  into  the  room  where  we 
were  gathered,  with  a  baby  in  her  arms. 
One  of  the  gentlemen  present  asked 
the  name  of  the  baby,  and  she  replied 

'  May.'  Then  some  one  suggested 
that  we  name  the  settlement  after  the 

baby  and  call  it  Mayville,  which  was 

quickly  agreed  to,  and  the  new  settle- 
ment was  at  once  named  in  honor  of 

May  Busti." 
The  year  that  marked  his  relinquish- 

ment of  the  agency  witnessed  a  scene 
of  riot  in  which  he  was  a  central  figure. 
This  was  the  celebrated  raid  on  the 

company's  land  office.  The  year  1836, 
in  which  this  occurred,  was  one  in  which 

commodities,  at  least  in  Chautauqua, 
were  plentiful  ,  but  ready  cash  was 
scarce.  When,  therefore,  the  Land 

Company  presented  its  claims  for  set- 
tlement, a  body  of  settlers,  giving  ex- 
pression to  a  long-smouldering  spirit  of 

dissatisfaction  with  things  in  general, 

determined  to  destroy  the  company's 
office,  confiscate  and  destroy  the  records 
of  the  Holland  Land  Company.  A  large 
body  of  men  armed  with  guns  and  clubs 

and  carrying  torches,  marched  on  the 
office  in  which  Peacock  and  some 

friends,  with  the  clerk,  were  sitting. 

The  agent's  first  knowledge  of  the  at- 
tack was  when  some  one  rushed  in  and 

said  that  the  road  was  full  of  men  com- 

ing up  to  destroy  the  land  office. 
William  Peacock  instantly  formed  the 

characteristic  resolution  to  stand  firm 

and  fight  it  out,  and  he  there  and  then 
affirmed  that  he  would  defend  the  office 

with  his  life.  Donald  McKenzie,  a  close 

friend  of  Mr.  Peacock,  who  was  with 
him  in  his  office,  being  a  large  man, 

while  Mr.  Peacock  was  slight  in  stature, 

seized  the  agent  and  literally  carried  him 
out  to  his  own  home  on  the  hill  near 

the  present  location  of  the  High  School 
building,  with  all  of  the  valuable  papers. 
The  mob  destroyed  the  land  office  and 
broke  into  the  stone  vault  connected 

with  it,  destroying  the  remaining  books 

and  papers.  The  old  vault  remains  to 
this  day  as  a  historic  land  mark  on  the 

grounds  of  the  Peacock  homestead  and 
is  an  object  of  considerable  interest. 
The  office  building  in  front  of  the  vault 
was  of  the  same  architectural  design  as 
the  court  house,  but  was  constructed  of 

wood,  having  a  veranda  with  turned  pil- 
lars supporting  the  front  part  of  the  roof 

structure. 

William  Peacock  was  yet  in  the  prime 
of  life  when  he  retired  from  the  agency 

of  the  company  in  1836.  He  had  wit- 
nessed the  settlement  and  development 

of  the  region  from  a  wilderness  to  a 

populous  habitation  of  man.  The  War 
of  1812  had  interrupted  the  progress 
of  the  settler  and  there  had  been  many 

things  in  his  own  tasks  and  trials  to  dis- 
tress and  dishearten.  But  he  had  been 

singled  out  at  an  early  period  for  the 
honors  that  the  community  had  to  ofTer, 

serving  as  County  Treasurer  in  1821 

and  was  appointed  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  build  the  new  Court  House  at 

Mayville.  He  was  one  of  the  early  As- 
sociate Judges  of  the  County  Court  and 

it  was  due  to  this  fact  that  throughout 
his  subsequent  life  he  bore  the  title  of 

Judge.  When  General  LaFayette  on 
his  visit  to  America  passed  through 

Western   New   York,   Judge  Peacock 
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Iia.l  tlu'  honor  ol  conductiiii^-  the  (Hs- 

1  in- niched  I' rcnrlmian  on  his  local  joiir- 
nr\.  (  Ml  \\\c  orcasion  of  ihc  initial  tri]) 
ol  ihr  lir>l  slrain1)oat  on  Chatitau(|iia 

\/aIk\  which  look  place  July  4,  1828, 

UkI-c  IVacock  headed  the  deleg-ation 
ot  citizens  of  Mayville  who  had  ̂ one 
t(»  laincslown  the  day  before  to  make 

llic  trip  to  Maw'illc. 
When  (icneral  Harrison  became 

Trrsident  in  i(S4i  Daniel  Webster  be- 
came his  Secretary  of  State,  and  soon 

alter  the  (|uestion  of  the  northwest 
l)onn(lar\  came  u])  for  settlement  with 

(Ireat  I'ritain,  which  was  one  of  the 
princii)al  (piestions  then  before  the 
countrw  The  Harrison  administration 

maintained  that  our  northern  boundary 

should  l)e  on  iparallel  fiftv-four  to  which 
(ireat  Ihdtain  strongly  dissented,  and 
out  of  this  controversy  originated  the 

historic  expression  "Fifty-four  or  fight." 
Mr.  Webster  having  learned  that  Mr. 
McKenzie,  who  had  been  connected 

with  the  Hudson  Bay  Fur  Company, 

and  also  with  the  Lewis  &  Clark  expedi- 
tion, and  wlio  had  traveled  extensively 

throughout  the  northwest  territory  was 
h\  ing  here,  arranged  to  come  here  and 
\isit  Mr.  McKenzie.  In  doing  so,  he 

came  l)\-  boat  in  cognito  via  Barcelona 
and  over  the  Portage  Road  by  carriage, 
for  the  purpose  of  interviewing  Mr. 
McKenzie  and  getting  data  to  strength- 

en the  claims  to  the  territory  in  dis- 
pute, on  the  ground  that  it  had  been 

discovered  l)y  American  citizens  of 
whom  Mr.  McKenzie  w^as  one.  At  this 
tnne  judge  Peacock  had  a  fine  team 
"I  horses  with  a  carriage  to  match  and 
sent  his  coachman  to  meet  Mr.  Web- 

ster and  l)ring  him  to  Mayville  which  he 
did;  Mr.  Webster  arrived  along  in  the 
evening.  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  Mc- 

Kenzie were  up  all  night  talking  over 
matters  and  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
morning  following  Judge  Peacock's  car- 

riage called  and  took  Mr.  W^ebster  back 
to  Barcelona  in  time  to  get  the  boat 

l)ack  to  BufTalo.  During  his  stay  no  one 

in  Mayville  knew  of  Mr.  Webster's  visit 

excepting  Mr.  McKenzie's  confidential 
man,  Mr.  Silas  Slawson  who  now  re- 

sides at  Perrysburg,  New  York.,  and 

Judge  Peacock,  who  was  invited  to  Mr. 

McKenzie's  home  to  meet  Mr.  Web- 
ster. The  visit  of  Mr.  Webster  was  a 

matter  which  that  gentleman  deemed 
necessary  to  keep  a  profound  secret, 

and  Judge  Peacock  enjoyed  the  distinc- 
tion of  being  the  only  citizen  in  May- 
ville honored  by  an  introduction  to  Mr. 

Webster  aside  from  Mr.  Slawson. 

Judge  Peacock  appreciated  from  the 
beginning  the  necessity  of  a  market  for 
the  produce  of  the  settler.  Without 
such  a  market  the  condition  of  the  set- 

tler was  one  of  isolation,  while  he  con- 
tended with  all  the  privations  of  such  an 

existence.  Until  the  completion  of  the 
Erie  Canal  there  was  practically  no 

market  for  the  settler.  With  the  com- 
pletion of  that  waterway,  a  new  era 

commenced  not  only  in  our  own  county 

but  throughout  the  entire  Empire  State 
and  one  of  great  material  prosperity. 

Long  before  this  event  Judge  Peacock 

had  given  to  Jesse  Hawley  the  engineer 

in  charge  of  the  work,  very  valuable  in- 
formation, and  he  marked  out  the  route 

for  the  canal  through  Western  New 
York  which  was  adopted  subsequently 
with  little  variation.  In  1816  he  sur- 

veyed and  located  the  western  part  of 
this  canal,  and  in  1818  was  appointed 

to  survey  a  harbor  at  Buffalo  and  re- 
port on  its  construction. 

At  twenty-seven  Judge  Peacock  mar- 
ried Alice  Evans,  the  niece  of  Joseph 

Ellicott,  with  whom  he  lived  happily 
more  than  half  a  century.  She  died  in 

1859  the  age  of  , seventy-nine,  and 
he  survived  her  eighteen  years,  dying 

in  1877,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety- seven. 

Judge  Peacock  was  a  Mason  from  his 
twenty-third  year  until  his  death,  to 
which  local  order  he  made  generous 
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587 donations.  He  had  strong  generous 
impulses,  and  to  these  he  preferred  to 
give  rein  spontaneously,  and  without 
importunity.  He  gave  lands  for  the 
Mayville  cemetery,  the  sites  for  the 
academy,  the  district  and  the  Union 
schools,  and  headed  the  movement  for 

a  public  library.  In  severe  winters  he 
often  instructed  his  agent  to  return 
to  poor  tenants  the  rents  they  had  paid, 

that  they  might  be  better  able  to  with- 
stand the  hardship  and  privation  of  the 

rigorous  winters  of  our  fair  county. 

ON  THE  CONEWANGO. 

lY  DR.  JAMES  T.  EDWARDS 

While  the  countless  shadows  round  us  play, 
Upon  this  matchless  autumn  day, 
We  float  adown  the  opal  stream 
As  in  some  lovely,  restful  dream. 
Bright  tinted  leaves  are  drifting  past, 
The  summer  flowers  are  fading  fast. 
But  golden-rod  and  gentians  rare 
Adorn  the  banks  still  green  and  fair. 
So  clear  the  stream  reflects  the  shore. 
We  touch  its  image  with  our  oar, 
And  as  we  gaze,  with  wond'ring  eyes, 
A  phantom  boat  beneath  us  lies. 

High,  arching  elms  and  cloudless  sky. 
Gay  flowers  and  birds  seem  floating  by; 
The  shifting  colors  blending  meet 
In  the  fair  world  beneath  our  feet. 
Dark  crimson  oaks,  and  birches  white. 
Rich  scarlet  maples  fleck  the  light, 
Tall  golden  aspens,  all  are  seen. 
Mingled  with  pines  and  hemlocks  green. 

Oh,  "Winding  river,"  fitting  name! 
P'air,  magic  mirror,  still  the  same 
As  when,  with  grace,  the  Indian's  boat 
Shot  past  the  bends,  round  which  w^e  float. 
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MASTODON  AND  MAMMOTH. 

BY  W.  W.  HENDERSON. 

IIKNDKKSON'. 

At  the  threshold  of  local 

]         lii story,   among   the  impor- 
tant  and  interesting  facts  re- 

lating to  the  natural  history 

of  Chantan([na  County  which 

dhave  contri
buted  to  its  fame, 

are  those  revealed  in  its 

archaeological  remains.  It  is 
notable  that  within  the  last 

half  century  there  have  been 

exlunned  from  its  soil  four  distinct  spec- 

imens of  the  Mastodon  (mastodon  gi- 

ganlius)  and  one  specimen  of  the  Mam- 
moth ( h^lephas  Amercanus),  members 

of  the  order  of  Pachydermus  (dense 

skinned  animals)  and  of  the  familv  pro- 
boscidia  (having  probosis  and  tusks). 

'I"he  initial  discovery  of  the  kind  within 
the  county  was  made  August  25,  1871, 

on  the  farm  of  Joel  I.  Hoyt  near  the 

northern  border  of  Jamestown  among 

a  group  of  low  hills — the  terminal  glac- 
ial moraines  of  the  locality,  which  mark 

tlu>  southern  extension  of  the  ice  sheet 

in  this  longitude  and  here  overlook  the 

l)iclures(|ue  X'alley  of  the  Chadakoin. 
ivegarding  the  event  of  discovery  we 

here  introduce  the  descriptive  portion 
ot  I  lie  excellent  detailed  report  of  the 
late  Professor  Samuel  G.  Love  of  the 

Jamestown  Collegiate  Institute — pub- 
lished by  the  Jamestown  Journal  at  the 

time— which  forcil)ly  illustrates  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  wav  of  securing  a  perfect 

collection  of  such  parts  of  a  skeleton  as 
niiglu  with  care  and  skill  be  preserved 
when  the  discovery  is  not  accidental  and 
as  usually  the  case  made  bv  laborers 

wholly  unacquainted  with  the  import- 
ance and  necessities  of  the  occasion. 

These  facts  will  inspire  caution  and  care 

in,  unearthing  and  preserving  futui'e 
discoveries  of  the  kind. 

The  Hoyt  farm  is  on  North  Main 
street.     The  sink  or  peaty  slough  in 
which  the  remains  were  found  is  about 
five  hundred  feet  from  the  east  line  of 

that  street,  covering  an  area  of  about 
an  acre  and  varying  from  two  to  eight 

feet  in  depth — originally  fed  by  several 
springs.    Mr.  Hoyt  caused  the  sink  to 
be  drained,  leaving  the  muck  to  dry, 

but  later  began  an  excavation  there  for 
the   double   purpose   of   enriching  his 
land  with  the  muck  and  making  a  trout 

pond.   The  work  of  excavating  had  con- 
tinued about  a  week  when  the  w^ork- 

men  began  to  find  as  they  supposed  a 

peculiar  kind  of  wood  and  roots  imbed- 
ded some  six  feet  beneath  the  surface. 

For  several  days  they  continued  to  carry 
the   smaller  pieces  into   an  adjoining 
field  with  the  muck  and  to  pile  the  larger 

ones  with  pine  roots  and  stumps  to  be 
burned.    But  Mr.  Hoyt  being  present 

August  25,  inst.  discovered  unmistaka- 
ble evidences  of  the  remains  of  some 

huge  animal  which  at  some  previous 
age  of  the  world  had  been  deposited 
there.    It  was  difficult  to  determine  the 

precise  position  of  the  remains  as  they 
were  much  disturbed,  and  some  removed 

before  any  special  notice  was  taken  of 
them.    From  the  best  information  ob- 

tainable it  was  concluded  that  the  body 
lay  with  its  head  to  the  east,  from  four 
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to  six  feet  below  the  surface.  Many  of 
the  bones,  however,  were  out  of  place. 
The  lower  jaw  was  about  five  feet  from 

the  head,  and  la}^  on  the  side  crushed 
together  so  that  the  two  rows  of  teeth 
were  very  near  each  other.  The  tusks 

extended  eastwardly  in  nearly  a  natural 

position,  and  judging  from  the  state- 
ments of  Mr.  Hoyt  and  the  workmen 

they  must  have  been  ten  or  more  feet 

in  length.  After  digging  into  the  gravel 
and  clay  about  ten  inches  traces  of  a  rib 
were  found  decayed  but  distinctly 

marked,  over  five  feet  in  length.  Where 
the  body  must  have  lain  were  found 

large  quantities  of  vegtable  matter,  evi- 
dently the  contents  of  the  stomach, 

mostly  decayed,  in  which  were  innumer- 

HOXT  FARM  |  MOLAR— MASTODON, 

able  sections  of  small  twigs  from  one- 
half  inch  to  two  inches  in  length,  which 
under  the  microscope  proved  to  have 
the  cellular  structure  of  the  hemlock 

spruce.  The  remains  were  all  in  a  for- 
ward state  of  decay,  and  it  was  found 

impossible  to  do  but  little  more  than 
had  been  done  to  preserve  them.  Many 
of  them  were  picked  up  in  the  field 
whither  they  had  been  drawn  with  the 
muck  and  from  piles  of  roots  and 

stumps.  The  parts  of  the  skeleton  se- 
cured are  as  follows : 

Tip  of  one  of  the  tusks  ;  length  three 

feet  seven  and  one-half 'inches,  diameter 
six  and  one-half  inches. 

Middle   section   of  the   other  tusk ; 

length  two  feet  five  inches,  diameter 
seven  and  one-half  inches. 

Six  teeth ;  length  of  longer  ones  on 

the  crown,  seven  and  one-half  inches, 
weight  five  and  one-half  pounds,  length 
of  shorter  ones  four  and  one-half  in- 

ches, weight  two  and  one-half  pounds. 
Left  side  of  under  jaw  containing 

two  teeth  in  situ :  Length  preserved 

two  feet  one  inch ;  depth  from  the  crown 

of  the  teeth  ten  and  one-half  inches ; 
thickness  six  inches. 

Pieces  of  scapula  (shoulder  blade) 
from  ten  to  thirteen  inches  long,  and 
four  to  seven  wide. 

Sections  of  ribs,  twelve  to  eighteen 
inches  long. 

Head  of  the  femur  (thigh  bone). 
Portions  of  the  vertebrae  of  the  neck. 

Fragments  of  the  cranium  (skull). 

Various  other  pieces  not  identified. 
This  collection  was  presented  by  Mr. 

Hoyt  to  the  Jamestown  Collegiate  In- 
stitute and  under  the  supervision  of 

Professor  Love  encased  in  glass  was 

deposited  in  the  museum  of  that  Li- 
stitution  where  it  may  now  be  inspect- 
ed. 

To  facilitate  a  better  understanding 

of  the  form  and  structure  of  the  Masto- 
don we  illustrate  the  subject  by  a  reprint 

of  the  celebrated  Cohoes  specimen  of 
the  skeleton  of  the  animal,  as  mounted 

in  the  New  York  State  Museum  of  Nat- 
ural History  at  Albany.  The  plate  of 

the  molar  as  seen  in  this  connection  is 

from  a  tooth  of  the  Hoyt  farm  collec- 
tion and  exhibits  the  conical  or  mastoid 

tuberosities  forming  the  grinding  sur- 
face of  the  molar  of  the  Mastodon  as 

distinguished  from  the  molar  of  the 

Mammoth  and  giving  name  to  the  for- 
mer as  applied  by  Cuvier. 

Several  years  later  (in  July,  1888,)  at 
Bemus  Point  on  Chautauqua  Lake, 
Frank  Arnold  who  resided  near  its 

shore  and  habitually  in  his  boat  fished 
from  its  waters,  had  frequently  observed 
a  rod  or  two  from  shore,  at  a  depth 
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ni"  two  (.1-  \\\vcc  Ic'c't,  an  object  on  the 

l„,li..in  whic-li  ai)i)c'arc'(l  to  he  a  curious- 

1\  sli.ipr.l  lo,^•  or  section  of  the  knotty 

liiul)  ol"  a  ircc;  on  rcniovini;-  it  for  ex- 

annnati..n  \w  found  il  to  1)C  a  massive 

l,nnr  which  on  reference  to  accepted 

anllioritv  was  decided  to  l)e  the  tibia 

(,,r  shind)onc)  of  the  mastodon,  and  is 

|,r,.bal)h  part  of  the  skeleton  of  that 

ainnial  of  Lar«;e  (hmensions  still  re- 

niainin;;-  inil)ed(led  in  the  soil  at  the 

Pntlom  of  tlie  lake  near  the  place  of 

this  discovery.    It  doubtless  became  de- 

ches ;  weight  twenty-one  and  one-half 

])Ounds. A  comparison  of  the  dimensions  of 

this  specimen  with  the  reported  meas- 

urement of  the  tibia  in  the  Cohoes  skele- 

ton exhumed  September,  1866,  (twen- 

ty-six inches  in  length)  and  of  the  War- 

ren mastodon  skeleton  of  Warren  Mus- 
eum in  Boston,  exhumed  at  Newbury 

1845  (twenty-eight  inches  in  length),  es- 
tablishes its  size  to  be  uniform  with  that 

of  the  latter.  When  clothed  in  flesh 

they  were  therefore  respectively  about 

MA.STODON— NEW  YORK  STATE  MUSKUM,  ALBANY. 

tached,  was  thrown  up,  and  slowdy 
washed  in  shore  by  the  agitation  of  the 
waters  of  the  lake  during  violent  storms 

and  l)y  the  landing  of  steamers  many 

times  daily  at  this  place.  Other  por- 
tions of  the  same  skeleton  are  likely  to 

lie  tlnis  recovered  in  the  future. 
T\\Q  tibia  here  illustrated  is  described 

as  follows : 

Length,  twenty-eight  inches;  diame- 
ter at  knee  joint,  ten  and  one-half  in- 

ches; diameter  at  ankle  joint,  eight  in- 

nine  and  a  half  and  ten  and  a  half  feet 

in  height  at  the  shoulders,  the  Chau- 
tauqua Lake  specimen  belonging  to  an 

animal  of  the  latter  dimensions. 

Next  in  order  of  discovery  is  the 
Sheridan  skeleton.  We  are  indebted 

to  George  E.  McLaury,  Esq.,  of  that 
town  for  the  following  brief  particulars 
kindly  furnished  by  him  : 

''The  skeleton  referred  to  was  found 
on  the  farm  of  George  Dahlman  a  few 
rods  south  of  Main  or  Erie  Road  on 
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lot  seven,  midway  between  Silver  Creek 
and  Sheridan  Center.  It  was  discovered 

about  1895  while  digging  or  deepening 
a  ditch  through  a  springy  place  about 
two  rods  wide.  It  was  not  more  than 

two  feet  below  the  surface.  The  por- 
tions of  the  skeleton  found  were  the 

skull,  portion  of  tusk  about  twenty  in- 
ches long  and  from  three  to  five  inches 

in  diameter,  four  or  five  teeth  about 

five  by  six  inches  and  six  inches  long, 
shoulder  blade  and  several  pieces  of 
ribs.  The  bones  were  enclosed  in  a 

sort  of  paste  when  found  and  began  to 
crumble  on  exposure  to  the  air.  This 

specimen  was  sold  to  the  principal  of 
the  Dunkirk  Schools  and  is  supposed 

and  the  longest  (probably  the  ninth) 
measured  nearly  six  feet  and  was  three 
inches  in  thickness.  Several  vertebrae, 

the  largest  dorsal  including  body  and 

spinous  process,  twelve  inches.  Two 
scapulae  (shoulder  blade),  two  patellae 

(knee  pan)  globular  in  form,  three  and 
a  half  inches  in  diameter ;  several  pieces 
of  ribs  and  other  bones.  These  were 

much  separated,  some  found  quite  re- 
mote from  the  others.  The  bottom  of 

the  slough,  which  was  from  six  to  eight 
feet  in  depth,  was  quite  thickly  covered 
with  small  granite  holders  mingled  with 
blue  clay.  In  the  absence  of  molars  the 

distinguishing  test  of  the  species  is 
wanting.   All  parts  of  the  skeleton  were 

TIBIA— MASTODON— LAKE  CHAUTAUQUA,  B  E  M  U  S  POINT. 

to-be  at  the  present  time  in  Rochester." 
On  June  i6th,  1902,  just  previous  to 

the  Centennial  of  County  Settlement, 

workmen  employed  in  excavating  the 

muck  and  peaty  soil  from  a  slough  on 
the  premises  of  Mrs.  Alice  M.  Peacock 
in  Westfield  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
an  artificial  pond,  came  upon  the  ribs 
and  other  bones  of  a  large  animal  which 

on  the  finding  of  a  tusk  were  pro- 
nounced those  of  a  Mastodon.  The  tusk 

was  much  decayed  and  broken  into  sec- 
tions and  these  when  placed  in  union 

as  nearly  as  possible  measured  seven 

feet  six  inches  in  length  and  sixteen  in- 
ches in  largest  circumference.  The 

first  rib  measured  twenty-five  inches 

deeply  stained  by  the  black  muck  of 

the  sink  and  gave  evidence  of  long  ex- 
exposure  to  decay. 
Sometime  in  June,  1900,  William 

Myers,  whose  farm  lies  along  the  Con- 
ewango,  near  its  junction  with  the 

Chadakoin  between  the  City  of  James- 
town and  Frewsburg,  was  digging  a 

ditch  near  his  residence  to  drain  a  small 

tract  of  land  previously  more  or  less 
flooded  by  the  stream,  at  a  depth  of 
two  and  a  half  feet,  came  upon  a  huge 

fossil  tooth  which  on  exhibition  awak- 
ened much  interest  and  curiosity.  It  was 

brought  to  Jamestown  and  shown  to 
several  gentlemen  for  the  purpose  of 

ascertaining  its  true  character  and  im- 
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I„  ,i  l;iin  r.  Tlu'  writer  liavini^-  1)cen  rc- 
trrrr.l  lo  witli  rc(nu\st  to  examine  the 

spreiiiieii  willi  lliis  object  in  view  pro- 
iiniineed  il  tlu'  molar  or  grinding  tooth 

of  the  I'dephas  Americanus.  The  Amer- 
ican l':iei)liant  like  its  Siberian  congener, 

the  I'de])has  I'rimigenius  or  Mammoth, 
is  distinguished  from  the  mastodon  by 

its  i)eculiar  dental  structure  and  cloth- 
ing of  hair  and  wooly  fur  evidenced  by 

specimens  found  intact  in  the  Arctic  ice 
fields  of  both  continents.  The  molar 

herewith  illustrated  weighs  four  and 

three-fourths  pounds,  is  eight  inches  in 
length  at  its  crown,  three  and  a  half 
inches  in  width,  and  five  and  a  half 

xM  YERS-MAMMOTH  MOLAR. 

inches  from  crown  to  point  of  fracture 
in  the  root,  a  small  portion  of  the  crown 
and  base  is  absent,  also  the  extremity 
of  the  root. 

The  Mastodon  has  eight  tuberculat- 
ed  or  mastoid  molars,  and  two  upper 
and  two  lower  incisors  or  tusks,  though 
the  latter  are  usually  absent  in  the  ma- 

ture animal.  The  molar  of  the  Mam- 
moth, of  which  there  are  six  on  each 

side  above  and  below,  presents  a  flat- 
tened or  corrugated  grinding  surface 

in  transverse  ridges  of  cementine  and 
dentine,  the  number  and  arrangement 
of  which  in  classification  determines 
the  species.  The  Mammoth  has  no 
inferior  incisors.     In  the  adult  males 

the  upper  incisors  or  tusks  often  attain 

a  length  of  nine  or  ten  feet  with  tend- 
ency to  spiral  form,  different  specimens, 

however,  present  great  variations  in 
curve  from  nearly  straight  to  almost 

complete  circle.  The  external  charac- 
teristic for  which  the  Mammoth  was 

distinguished  was  its  dense  clothing, 
not  only  of  long  coarse  outer  hair,  but 

also  a  close  under  wooly  hair  of  a  red- 
dish brown  color,  adapting  the  life  of 

the  animal  to  a  colder  climate.  Its 

average  size  was  about  that  of  the  larg- 
est existing  Elephants.  The  Mammoth 

belongs  to  the  post  tertiary  or  phisto- 
cine  epoch  and  it  was  undoubtedly  con- 

temporaneous with  primitive  man. 
The  space  here  allotted  our  subject 

permits  only  of  a  cursory  local  treat- 
ment, the  bearings  of  which  on  the 

general  theme  are  most  interesting  and 
important.  Its  relations  to  the  Glacial 
Period  have  received  the  able  exposition 

of  distinguished  scientists  on  both  con- 
tinents whose  learned  conclusions  are 

accessible  to  every  student  of  paleology. 

The  subject  is  actively  engaging  the  at- 
tention of  the  great  schools  and  result- 

ing in  many  startling  discoveries  affect- 
ing the  progress  of  Hfe  on  the  globe. 

Dr.  Warren  in  his  work  on  the  Mas- 

todon gigantius  of  North  America,  de- 
scribes about  thirty  species.  The  evi- 

dence is  conclusive  that  long  ago  these 

huge  animals  and  their  congener,  the 

elephant,  pervaded  this  continent  in 
great  numbers. 

The  Western  Continent  has  come  to 

be  regarded  by  historians  and  archae- 
ologists as  a  fertile  field  for  research 

and  study  of  prehistoric  man  and  his 
environments  in  the  distant  past.  In 

later  years  the  progressive  exploration 
and  settlement  of  the  country  has 

brought  to  Hght  a  vast  region  in  the 
West  which  abounds  in  well  preserved 
remains  of  various  extinct  animals — 

some  of  prodigious  size  and  proportions 
representing  the  animal  life  of  remote 
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ages ;  many  of  these  have  been  ex- 
humed and  placed  in  form  with  scien- 

tific skill  and  now  enrich  the  collections 

of  our  principal  Museums.  These  dis- 
coveries reveal  facts,  and  suggest  truths 

which  have  greatly  advanced  the  scien- 
tific wisdom  of  the  age.  Their  frequent 

occurrence  throughout  the  land  has  led 

to  the  adoption  of  more  critical  methods 
in  dealing  with  the  evidences  adduced, 
and  aside  from  dim  tradition  it  is  now 
asserted  from  the  remains  of  Mastodons 

unquestionably  more  recent,  that  primi- 
tive man  and  these  huge  proboscidians 

were  cotemporary.  This  is  one  of  the 

problems  of  the  human  race  which  has 
found  its  solution  here. 

The  contemplation  of  this  fact  awak- 
ens the  most  sublime  reflections,  and  we 

close  this  brief  sketch  by  quoting  the 

eloquent  thoughts  of  John  D.  Godman 
of  Philadelphia,  a  celebrated  physician 
and  naturalist  of  the  last  century : 

''The  emotions  experienced  when  for 
the  first  time  we  behold  the  giant  relics 

of  this  great  animal  are  those  of  un- 

mingled  awe.  We  cannot  avoid  reflect- 
ing on  the  time  when  this  huge  frame 

was  clothed  with  its  peculiar  integu- 
ments and  moved  by  appropriate  mus- 

cles— when  the  mighty  heart  dashed 

forth  its  torrents  of  blood  through  ves- 
sels of  enormous  caliber,  and  the  Mas- 

todon strode  along  in  supreme  dominion 
over  every  other  tenant  of  the  wilderness. 
However  we  examine  what  is  left  to  us, 

we  cannot  help  feeling  that  this  animal 
must  have  been  endowed  with  a  strength 

exceeding  that  of  other  quadrupeds  as 

much  as  it  exceeded  them  in  size,  and 

looking  at  its  ponderous  jaws,  armed 

with  teeth  peculiarly  formed  for  most 

efTectually  crushing  the  firmest  sub- 
stances, we  are  assured  that  its  life  could 

only  be  supported  by  the  destruction 
of  vast  quantities  of  food. 

"Enormous  as  were  these  creatures 
during  life,  and  endowed  with  faculties 
proportioned  to  the  bulk  of  their  frames, 
the  whole  race  has  been  extinct  for  ages. 
No  human  record  of  their  existence  has 

been  saved,  and  but  for  the  accidental 

preservation  of  its  bones  we  never 
should  have  dreamed  that  a  creature  of 

such  vast  size  and  strength  once  existed 
— nor  could  we  have  believed  that  such 

a  race  had  been  extinguished  forever. 

Such,  however,  is  the  fact — ages  after 
ages  have  rolled  away — empires  and 
nations  have  arisen,  flourished  and  sunk 
into  oblivion  while  the  bones  of  the 

Mastodon  which  perished  long  before 

the  period  of  their  origin,  have  been  dis- 
covered scarcely  changed  in  color  and 

exhibiting  all  the  marks  of  durability. 

"That  a  race  of  animals  so  large,  and 
consisting  of  so  many  species,  should 

become  entirely,  and  so  universally  ex- 
tinct, is  a  circumstance  of  high  interest 

— for  it  is  not  with  the  Mastodon  as 

with  the  elephant  which  still  continues 
to  be  a  living  genus  although  many  of 

its  species  have  become  extinct ;  the  en- 
tire race  of  the  Mastodon  has  been  ut- 
terly destroyed  leaving  nothing  but  the 

'mighty  wreck'  of  their  skeletons  to  tes- 
tify that  they  were  once  among  the 

living  occupants  of  this  land." 
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BY  JOHN  W.  SPENCER. 

JOHN  W.  SPE.VCKH 

TTc.  who  lias  fought  in  the 

defense  of  his  eountry,  is  just- 

ly the  nation's  hero.  To  him 
th.e  world  gives  loud  huzzas 
in  admiration  and  adoration. 

The  i)oet  sings  praises  of  his 
valor.  The  artist  depicts  him 
in  acts  of  heroism  on  canvas 
and  chiseled  marble.  Shafts 

of  granite  adorn  most  con- 
spicuous ])laces  in  parks  and  streets  that 

tin-  nniltilude  may  give  silent  tribute 
as  they  i)ass. 

While  I  would  not  deprecate  one  jot 
or  title  of  the  glory  due  the  defenders 
of  a  nation  yet  I  must  lay  before  you 
llie  conii)laint  that  the  founders  of  a 
nation  have  never  had  but  a  fraction 

ol  the  credit  justly  their  due. 
A  man  on  the  battlefield  may  qualify 

himself  for  the  grateful  memory  of  man- 

kind b\-  a  single  reckless  dash.  The 
founder  of  a  state  can  do  so  only  by  the 
nn faltering,  heroic  fortitude  of  a  life 
time. 

W'e  greatly  admire  the  men  who  un- 
flinchingly endured  the  soul  trials  of 

X'alley  Forge.  It  was,  however,  a  suf- 
fering that  had  its  mitigations.  There 

was  a  comnuuiity  of  suffering.  Even 

though  misery  may  not  always  love 
company  there  is  a  satisfaction  in  the 

thought  that  one  enjoys  no  greater  fav- 
ors than  do  others. 

There  was  great  pain  in  those  shoe- 
less, bloody  tracks  in  the  winter  snow 

but  there  was  hope  in  the  knowledge 
that  the  changing  seasons  would  in  a 
lew  weeks  bring  relief  by  the  coming  of 
verdant  spring. 

When  peace  came  and  the  Continen- 
tal soldier  laid  down  his  musket  and 

took  up  the  ax  he  exchanged  weapons 
for  a  new  foe  which  he  must  meet 

with  another  heroism  that  he  might  con- 
quer the  giant  trees  of  the  forest  and 

wring  from  the  encumbered  soil  a  sus- 
tenance for  himself  and  his  family. 

Every  state  and  nation  has  its  founder 
and  by  force  of  circumstances  these 
have  been  men  following  agriculture, 

an  occupation  invariably  thought  of  as 
one  of  peace.  Even  though  it  be  one 
of  peace  it  requires  heroism  of  the 

highest  type — a  heroism  like  the  string 
of  a  bow  that  is  always  taut,  never  hav- 

ing relaxation,  a  heroism  that  to  be 
effective  must  be  keyed  at  concert 

pitch,  that  pitch  to  be  constantly  main- 
tained, a  heroism  not  to  be  stored  in  c 

reservoir  to  be  let  loose  in  a  great  flood 

in  a  moment  of  emergency  but  rather 
to  be  like  the  unceasing  flow  of  the 
fountain  to  continue  on  and  on  until  the 

body  is  laid  away  to  return  to  the  dust 
from  whence  it  came. 

The  task  of  giving  you  vivid  pictures 
of  such  heroism  has  been  assigned  to 
other  tongues  than  mine,  a  duty  that 

will  be  most  fittingly  done  and  in  such 
a  way  as  to  give  you  profound  pride 

that  you  are  able  to  call  yours  the  bat- 
tlefield won  by  valiant  predecessors  with 

a  courage  as  unfaltering  as  that  of  grav- 
itation. 

One  hundred  years  ago  from  the 

present  time  began  the  coming  to  this 
county  of  men  of  undaunted  courage 
of  whom  I  have  spoken. 

Every  foot  of  ground  was  tenanted  by 
a  race  of  trees  far  older  than  our  his- 

tory and  not  a  place  to  be  found  to 
plant  a  hill  of  beans.  For  the  moment 
a  fertile  soil  gave  no  more  opportunity 
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for  human  sustenance  than  could  have 
been  found  in  the  heart  of  Sahara.  We 

are  told  the  first  step  was  to  clear  ten 
acres  of  ground.  Can  you  conceive  the 
number  of  days  of  brawn  that  amount 
of  labor  required  and  the  amount  of  food 

necessary  to  give  force  to  that  amount 

of  labor  ?  Although  the  question  is  eas- 

ily understood  yet  it  is  easy  to  under- 
stand why  even  an  agricultural  county 

should  first  be  an  importer  of  food  be- 
fore it  becomes  an  exporter.  In  case 

of  either  the  ebb  or  flow  of  the  tide  of 

trade  the  question  of  easiest  transporta- 
tion became  one  for  serious  considera- 

tion. In  these  later  years  of  steam 

transportation  man  has  been  able  to  di- 
rect the  development  of  a  country  much 

as  he  willed,  but  a  century  ago  develop- 
ment followed  a  path  much  as  bodies  of 

water  willed. 

It  is  therefore  easy  to  understand 

why  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie  led  to  this 

point  the  adventurous  pioneer  to  lay  the 
first  hearth  stone  and  compel  the  soil 

to  yield  its  first  harvest  of  bread. 

The  more  I  have  thought  of  the  ques- 
tion of  development  of  agriculture  as  it 

occurred  in  Chautauqua  County  during 

the  past  century,  the  more  clearly  I  see 
how  transportation  has  been  the  hand 

that  has  guided  its  meanderings,  for  in- 
dustry and  trade,  like  a  stream  of  water, 

do  not  take  the  shortest  course  but  the 

easiest  one. 

A  hundred  years  ago  water  courses 
were  the  only  highways  that  commerce 
knew  or  could  conceive. 

At  that  time  economists  predicted, 

and  with  good  reason  considering  the 

Hght  they  had  to  guide  them,  that  the 
back  of  the  Alleghenys  would  always  be 
the  dividing  line  of  trade  and  the  future 

would  develop  an  east  side  traffic  and  a 

west  side  traffic,  each  distinct  in  char- 
acter. While  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie 

gave  this  valley  the  high  distinction  of 
attracting  the  first  settlers,  it  by  no 
means  gave  it  a  monopoly. 

It  was  soon  learned  that  Pittsburg 
was  a  more  desirable  point  to  take  a 

grist  of  grain  or  a  hundred  pounds  of 

maple  sugar  for  barter  than  BufTalo. 
As  the  crow  could  fly  the  latter  was  but 
a  fraction  of  the  distance  to  the  former, 

yet  to  the  frail  craft  available  in  these 

days  the  placid  waters  of  Lake  Chau- 
tauqua, the  Conewango  and  Allegheny 

gave  less  peril  than  found  in  the  wind 
and  waves  of  tempestuous  Erie.  The 
evidence  to  be  expected  in  tracing  the 

development  of  which  I  speak  does  not 
rest  on  the  first  chance  settler  or  scout 

as  I  may  say,  but  rather  the  beginning 
of  communities. 

All  the  larger  streams  and  their  tribu- 
taries located  in  the  southeastern  third 

of  the  county  connect  and  become  part 
of  the  Allegheny  and  later  the  Ohio 
River  and  therefore  made  available  the 

markets  of  Pittsburg  and  Cincinnati. 

Much  of  the  virgin  forest  of  that  sec- 
tion was  pine  and  fortunately  made 

the  most  marketable  timber.  At 

the  present  time  we  look  upon  timber  as 

giving  an  added  value  to  land ;  then  it 
was  an  incumbrance. 

The  rafting  privileges  of  that  section 
facilitated  the  clearing  of  the  land  as 

the  slight  value  of  the  logs  was  a  re- 
muneration for  removing  the  trees  and 

clearing  away  the  stumps.  Develop- 
ments were  much  slower  in  townships 

having  combined  handicap  of  hardwood 
and  hemlock,  with  no  opportunities  for 

transportation  and  only  an  incidental 
revenue  from  the  sale  of  black  salts.  My 

own  memory  can  recall  when  the  Town 
ship  of  Clymer  and  parts  of  French 
Creek  and  Mina  held  the  greater  part  of 
the  virgin  forest  awaiting  the  coming 
of  the  thrifty  Hollander. 

The  Lake  Erie  Valley  showed  great- 
er adaptability  for  the  production  of 

grain  than  that  of  other  parts  of  the 
county,  a  product  most  prized  by  the 

earliest  pioneer.  With  a  fringe  of  pop- 
ulation  along   Lake   Chautauqua  and 
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ilu'  C"()iiiu'\vani;()  and  another 
tVin-i-  Mi-'-'U-IumI  aloni;-  llic  shores  of 

\/Akc  \'.v\c,  il  is  easy  to  see  h(JW  May- 
hreanie  [hv  compromise  location 

I'di-         connly  seat. 
The  ()])cnin,^-  of  the  lu'ie  canal  in 

iS_'4.  L;a\  e  a  L;reat  impetus  to  lake  traf- 
fic w  hich  made  T.arcelona  a  port  for  all 

merchandise  rt'(|uired  in  the  immecHate 
\icimt\  as  well  as  the  towns  to  the 

.soulli  incliidini^-  Jamestown,  the  lat- 
ter town  hcini;-  reached  hy  haul  to  May- 

\  ille  and  thence  hy  Chautauqua  Lake. 
I  lu'  southern  water  route  was  bet- 

irr  adapted  to  floating-  lumber  down 
stream  than  to  bringing  merchandise 

l)ack.  'fhe  development  of  the  Western 
l\cscr\  c  of  ( )hio  had  a  most  favorable 

inllnence  on  the  prosperity  of  this  val- 

lc\.  'flic  best  method  for  the  farmers 
of  that  fertile  country  to  dispose  of  their 
grain  was  to  transfer  it  into  meat  and 

(h-i\-c  the  stock  to  eastern  markets.  Our 

historic  "Alain  Road"was  the  artery 
through  which  that  great  traffic  passed. 

An  observer  from  the  hillside  could 

see  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  a 
trail  of  dust  from  west  to  east  mark- 

ing the  ])ath  of  droves  of  cattle,  sheep 

and  hogs.  A  combination  of  farm 
home  and  tavern  for  the  needs  of  drov- 

er and  (h-oves  occurred  w^ith  great  fre- 
(|uency  .  The  remnants  of  some  of 
these  hostelries  are  yet  to  be  seen. 

This  traffic  was  such  that  the  fodder 
rec|uired  was  so  great  as  to  in  a  general 
wa\  make  a  home  market  for  the  farm 
products  of  the  localitv. 

The  Erie  Canal  had  an  influence 

on  the  ag-riculture  of  the  county  but  it 
was  remote  as  compared  to  that  which 

began  on  the  completion  of  the  Erie 
and  the  Lake  Shore  railroads.  It  may 

surprise  many  that  the  building  of  less 
than  fifty  miles  of  railroads  across  the 

Isthmus  of  Panama  had  a  most  pro- 
foimd  influence  in  dairy  interests  of  the county. 

These  factors  followed  each  other  in 

such  quick  succession  that  the  results 
so  overstep  each  other  that  there  is 
some  great  difficulty  in  individualizing 
the  influence  of  each. 

The  completion  of  the  Lake  Shore  to 

Chicago  absorbed  the  transportation  of 
the  products  of  the  Western  Reserve  so 
there  were  no  more  caravans  of  stock 

passing  our  doors  and  therefore  a  home 
market  for  farm  products  was  wrecked. 
Farmers  had  to  adjust  themselves  to 
markets  with  new  conditions,  which  is  a 

confusing  thing  to  do.  Cattle  and  sheep 
slowly  increased  in  numbers.  The  apple 

orchards  began  to  spread,  which  move 
ment  reached  its  zenith  in  the  seventies, 

when  it  began  to  decline  under  the  dis- 

couragements of  fungus  and  insect  ene- 
mies, until  at  the  present  time  it  has  al- 
most become  obsolete,  a  fact  I  deplore 

and  a  condition  I  know  to  be  unneces- sary. 

Aside  from  this  valley  of  fruits  the 
chief  agricultural  interest  of  the  county 
is  that  of  dairying.  It  was  not  always 

so.  Prior  to  the  completion  of  the  rail- 

roads spoken  of,  farmers'  methods  of 
cropping  ran  in  aimless  and  haphazard 
lines.  The  soil  and  climate  were  not 

eminently  fitted  for  corn^  and  winter 
wheat  did  not  pass  the  ordeal  of  the 

spring  months.  The  crop  best  fit- 
ted to  the  conditions  south  of  our 

range  of  hills  were  grass  and  hay 
which  are  better  for  maintaining  cat- 

tle than  for  fitting  them  for  the  sham- 
bles of  the  butcher.  Not  until  the  com- 

pletion of  the  railroad  across  the  Isth- 
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ter available  to  the  markets  of  Califor- 

nia, did  dairying  begin  to  crystallize  and 
take  direction.  Before  that  event  some 

desultory  dairying  had  been  done  but 

the  plan  of  holding  the  season's  product 
until  just  before  the  close  of  lake  navi- 

gation, the  low^  price  of  twelve  to  four- 
teen cents  per  pound,  with  a  sale  some- 

times made  to  an  irresponsible  dealer, 

made  that  specialty  an  unattractive  feat- 
ure of  farming.  That  was  at  a  time 

when  California  was  a  distant  market 

and  refrigeration  transportation  was 
unknown.  Butter  to  reach  there  must 

go  through  the  warm  water  of  the 

Gulf  Stream,  crossing  the  Isthmus  un- 
der a  tropical  sun,  to  be  loaded  on  a 

barge  and  towed  five  miles  to  a  steam- 

er's side  lying  in  the  Bay  of  Panama, 
to  again  go  into  the  hot  hold  of  a  ship 

that  spent  ten  days  coasting  along  Mex- 
ico and  Southern  California.  Butter  to 

reach  a  destination  of  such  great  length 

under  such  hardships  with  a  benign  rep- 
utation must  be  of  spotless  character 

when  it  left  home. 

I  well  remember  the  winter  when  Mr. 

Dowey  of  Delaware  County  visited  the 

hill  towns  of  this  county,  engaging  dair- 
ies of  butter  at  sixteen  and  one-half 

cents  per  pound,  the  product  to  be 

delivered  weekly  and  paid  for  on  deliv- 

ery. It  was  at  this  time  that  "butter 
days"  were  established  which  became 
a  great  factor  in  trade  for  many  years 
and  lasted  until  the  present  method  of 
creameries  and  cheese  factories  made 

the  last  great  modification  in  the  dairy 

industry.  "Butter  days"  for  Westfield 
fell,  I  believe,  on  Monday  ;  that  of  Sher- 

man, I  know  came  on  Wednesday.  I 
have  forgotten  the  dates  for  Stockton, 
Sinclairville  and  Jamestown. 

These  conditions  were  most  startling 
to  farmers.  That  the  purchaser  should 

voluntarily  raise  the  price,  receive  the 
goods  at  the  nearest  village  and  pav  on 
delivery  was  so  astonishing  as  to  lead 

some  to  suspect  a  trick.  In  a  sense 
there  was  a  trick  but  it  did  not  involve 

a  question  of  personal  integrity.  The 
surprise  came  because  of  the  high 

quality  of  butter  required  by  the  buyer. 
Sixteen  and  a  half  cents  meant  butter 
for  the  California  trade  and  not  for 

boarding  house  or  bakery  consum])- 
tion.  The  requirements  were  not  so 

great  but  many  were  al)le  to  reach  them 
with  perhaps  an  occasional  lapse. 

In  those,  my  boyhood  days,  I  remem- 
l)er  returning  home  with  a  rejected  fir- 

kin in  the  back  end  of  a  lumber  wagon, 

the  wheels  of  which  were  held  in  place 
by  linch  pins.  This  condemned  firkin, 

a  black  sheep  among  a  number  of  fairly 

good  ones,  was  well  concealed  by  a  grist 
from  the  mill.  At  home,  secret  family 
conferences  were  held  out  in  the  wood 

house,  down  cellar,  and  in  the  evening 
in  the  kitchen  after  the  hired  man  had 

gone  to  bed.  This  was  an  occasion 

when  professional  reputation  was  at 

stake  ;  besides,  the  sixteen  and  one-half 

cents  were  needed  in  lifting  the  mort- 

In  a  few  days  the  family  made  a  visit 
to  an  acquaintance  who,  so  far  as  any 

one  knew,  had  never  had  his  butter  re- 
jected. We  rode  in  the  linch  pin  lumber 

wagon  with  oat  straw  in  the  bottom  of 
the  box, which  did  duty  as  a  Persian  rug. 
Well  do  I  remember  how  diplomatically 

the  question  of  good  butter  making  was 
introduced. 

These  were  days  when  church  attend- 
ance was  more  general  than  I  fear  it  is 

at  the  present  time.  There  was  a  morn- 
ing service  and  then  an  intermission  of 

an  hour  and  a  half,  to  be  followed  by  an 

afternoon  service,  which  latter  to  a  hun- 

gry boy  seemed  like  a  circle  that  has  no 

end.  During  the  intermission  the  child- 
ren were  supposed  to  be  in  Sabbath 

school  while  their  fathers  were  out  un- 
der the  horse  sheds  discussing  cows, 

bulls  and  butter  with  all  the  zeal  shown 

in  modern  farmers'  institutions.  These 
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wcvv  (la\s  wluMi  l)c'ltcr  methods  were 

louiid  ()iil\  by  ciilliiiL;-,  ti-Nini;-  and  g-uess- 
iii'^.  TluTo  were  no  aL;rienltnral  schools 

ti-aehin--  I  he  wliy  of  things.  Farmers 
eoiuiled  themselves  fortnnate  if  by  hick 
tlic\  discovered  a  how. 

While  the  average  (jnality  of  the  dairy 
herds  is  as  good  as  the  average  of 
an\  county  in  the  state,  yet  Chautauqua 

has  not  ol)taine(l  a  world  wide  reputa- 
tion as  a  stock  breeding  center.  Such 

a  reputation  is  possible  only  in  parts 
of  the  country  having  blue  grass  or  an 
abundance  of  cheap  corn.  Several  herds 
and  flocks  have  had  their  origin  here  but 
it  was  not  until  they  moved  elsewhere 

has  accompHshed  throughout  this  great 
nation. 

The  second  is  the  Nixon  bill  for  Uni- 
versity Extension  of  Agricultural 

Knowledge.  Professor  Bailey  tersely 

says  that  agricultural  education  in  the 
United  States  has  three  epochs,  viz. : 
The  Morrill  bill,  the  Hatch  bill  and  the 

Nixon  bill.  The  two  former  in  generat- 

ing knowledge  and  teaching  in  univer- 
sity form  and  the  latter  for  taking  the 

experiment  station  and  Agricultural 
College  to  the  people. 

The  state  makes  annual  appropriation 

for  this  work  which  is  given  to  the  Col- 

lege of  Agriculture  of  Cornell  Universi- 

that  they  attracted  wide  attention. 

This  paper  w^ould  be  too  long  were  I 
to  give  a  history  of  the  county  and 
township  fairs,  being  a  combination  of 
recreation  and  educational  davs. 
Two  great  institutions  working  won- 

ders for  the  social  and  educational  ad- 
vancement of  the  farmer  had  their  origin 

in  our  county,  not  only  that  but  the  need 
of  each  was  conceived  and  installed  by 
the  farmers  themselves. 

The  first  to  receive  birth  and  baptism 
was  the  Grange.  Its  conductor,  Mrs.  B. 
B.  Lord,  has  been  most  w^isely  chosen 
to  give  you  the  history  of  that  most 
magnificent  order  and  tell  you  what  it 

ty  to  administer.  The  first  year's  work 
was  in  1894.  To  give  a  concrete  exam- 

ple illustrating  how  this  work  is  con- 
ducted in  co-operation  with  the  farmer 

I  would  mention  that  at  the  present  time 

certain  areas  of  this  grape  belt  are  seri- 
ously affected  by  an  insect  known  as  the 

"leaf  hopper." 

Instead  of  working  out  the  problem 
of  its  destruction  and  abatement  of  its 

damages  at  the  experiment  station  by 
specialist  assistance  is  given  the  vine- 
yardist  on  his  own  premises.  Another 
pest  known  as  the  grape  root  worm  or 
fidia,  is  being  handled  in  the  same  man- 

ner.   In  the  spring  of  1897  and  1898 



DEVELOPMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

599 
samples  of  sugar  beet  seed  were  sent 

to  farmers  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing the  adaptabiHty  of  the  soil  of  our 

state  for  the  crop. 

In  many  counties  these  co-operative 
tests  were  made  by  hundreds  of  farm- 

ers. The  rate  per  acre  of  yield  and  the 
per  cent,  of  sugar  were  determined  by 

experts  and  the  capabilities  of  the  sugar 
beet  production  of  all  parts  of  the  state 
are  known. 

Hundreds  of  experiments  in  potato 
culture  and  combination  of  fertilizer, 

the  cheapest  renovation  methods  of 
worn  out  soil,  the  determining  the  kind 

of  soil  and  subsoil  best  adapted  to  suc- 
cessful culture  of  alfalfa  clover,  assist- 

ance in  solving  obscure  troubles  in  the 
manufacture  of  butter  and  cheese  are  all 

freely  given,  not  in  a  distant  laboratorv 
but  by  the  help  of  the  farmer  interested, 
on  his  own  prem.ises  and  in  a  practical 
manner.  Not  alone  is  the  experimental 
station  taken  to  the  farmer  but  also  the 

College  of  Agriculture.  The  first  step 
in  the  latter  was  the  organizing  a 

Farmer's  Reading  Course  on  the  cor- 
respondence and  Chautauqua  plan. 

For  the  past  four  years  the  membership 

has  not  been  far  from  twenty-five  thous- 
and each  year. 

Two  years  ago  a  course  was  opened 

for  farmers'  wives  establishing  with 
them  a  correspondence  on  questions  di- 

rectly relating  to  their  home  life. 
Agriculture  has  been  placed  in  the 

schools  in  the  form  of  nature  study. 

Teachers  are  assisted  by  a  special  line  of 
literature  which  is  given  gratuitouslv 

and  children  are  organized  into  Junior 
Naturalist  Clubs,  Junior  Gardeners 
and  Civic  Improvement  Clubs.  For  the 

past  four  years  the  average  member- 
ship of  the  Junior  Naturalist  Clubs  has 

ranged  from  twenty  thousand  to  twentv- 
five  thousand.  Members  are  each 

month  sent  a  leaflet  suggesting  objects 
for  observation  and  the  members  in  turn 

write  each  month  what  they  have  seen, 

mind  you,  seen  and  not  read.  These 
letters  are  written  in  school  and  are 

made  the  topic  of  an  EngHsh  period. 
The  mass  of  the  people  speak  of  the 
music  of  the  cricket  as  singing.  These 

Junior  Naturalists  will  tell  you  crickets 
are  instrumentalists  and  not  vocaHsts, 

and  that  the  ears  are  on  these  particular 

insects'  legs. 
The  office  force  is  now  busy  listing 

the  names  of  Junior  Gardeners,  children 
who  have  gardens  all  their  own.  On 

June  26,  1902,  the  registration  was  four 
thousand. 

The  latest  movement  began  in  the 

spring  of  1902,  that  of  organizing  Jun- 
ior Civic  Improvement  Societies.  Up- 

ward of  three  thousand  children  have 

written  us  what  they  have  done  towards 

the  improvement  of  four  hundred  rural 
school  grounds.  Interest  in  this  work 
has  awakened  an  enthusiasm  in  every 
state  in  the  Union  and  so  far  as  possible 
educators  are  adopting  our  methods. 
The  influence  in  the  extension  work  has 

spread  to  foreign  countries  until  now 
it  has  reached  around  the  world.  We 

have  Junior  Naturalists  in  Europe,  Asia 
and  Oceanica  and  it  has  now  become  a 
settled  fact  that  the  sun  never  ceases 

to  shine  on  Junior  Naturalists.  Chau- 
tauqua, oh  !  Chautauqua, 

I  know  the  frowns  of  your  winters  but 
with  your  smiles  and  caresses  of  leafy 

June  all  is  forgiven. 
I  love  your  hills  and  your  valleys, 

your  sparking  brooks,  and  the  placid 
waters  of  your  lakes. 

I  am  proud  of  your  founders  and  your 
children,  your  institutions  that  encircle 
the  earth  like  beacon  lights  and  vour 

people  who  have  promoted  them. 
Finally  when  these  eyes  for  the  last 

time  shall  see  the  setting  sun,  may  it  be 

in  the  azure  waters  of  yonder  lake. 
When  this  fiesh  shall  turn  to  mould  and 

these  bones  corrode  to  dust,  mav  it  be 

to  mingle  with  the  soil  of  Chautauqua — 
the  soil  I  love  so  well. 
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BY  A.  HAZELTINE. 

Tlu'  r.'irh  srttkTS  of  this  county 

iiiL^lil  w  illi  iluMii  llirc'c  institutions 
that  lia\r  had  a  marked  and  sakitary  in- 
tliu'iu-r:  iIk'  Christian  Church,  the 

School  and  h^rccmasonry.  Each  will 
vvccWc  at  this  historical  gathering-  its 
proper  recognition,  and  the  story  of 
each  will  ])e  told.  Those  hardy  men 
knew  the  need  and  worth  of  each;  and 

the\  endr.red  ])rivation  that  they,  and 
those  who  should  follow  them  should 

enio\  their  benefits.  They  cordially 
welcomed  the  missionary  and  teacher, 
and  accorded  them  places  of  honor. 

With  great  trouble,  and  at  no  inconsid- 

era1)k>  ex])cnsc  they  established  Free- 
niasonrx  in  this,  at  that  time,  distant 

w  ilderness.  We,  their  children  and  suc- 
cessors, owe  to  their  memory,  for  their 

clear  foresi'^dit  and  patient  self-denial  in 
la\ing  the  foundations  of  these  bless- 

ings, a  de1)t  of  gratitude  that  cannot  be 

better  paid  than  by  the  public  acknowl- 
edgement made  at  such  gatherings  as 

this. 

( )iu-  fathers,  themselves  the  sons  of 
pioneers,  when  they  in  turn  became 
such,  brought  with  them  a  scanty  store 
ot  worldly  goods,  but  they  came  en- 

dowed with  courage  and  intelligence, 
to  make  a  home  for  themselves  and  their 
eliil.lren.  That  their  children  should 
have  greater  benefits  than  thev  had  en- 

joyed, thev  willingly  gave  of  their  pos- 
sessions; and  sacrificed  their  comforts, 

that  education  and  good  order  might 
be  established  and  prevail.  Manv  of 
them  were  Freemasons,  and  knowing 
well  the  benefits  of  that  fraternity,  they 
early  organized  lodges  that  thev  might 
enjoy  the  advantages  to  be  gained  from 
its  organization.    Their  lodges  were  es- 

tablished with  a  small  amount  of  furni- 
ture and  even  necessities ;  but  so  were 

their  dwellings  furnished.  They  were 

compelled  by  poverty  to  do  without 
many  things  needful  for  comfort.  The 
story  of  the  dangers  endured ;  their 
hardships  and  deprivations  ;  of  the  log 
cabin  and  log  schoolhouse  ;  their  scanty 

clothing,  and  even  hunger — has  already 
been  better  told  and  need  not  be  repeat- ed. 

The  ancient  institution  of  Freema- 
sonry was  early  introduced  into  this 

county.  It  became  at  once  a  great  fac- 
tor in  the  amelioration  of  the  hardships 

and  difficulties  that  surrounded  those 

hardy,  determined  men  in  the  task  they 
had  so  bravely  assumed.  It  aided  them 
when  courage  faltered  and  hope  waned. 
Freemasonry  was  to  them,  what  it  ever 
before,  and  since  has  been :  a  tie  of 

brotherhood  and  friendship.  It  united 

men  engaged  in  a  common  undertaking, 

promoted  acquaintance,  furnished  com- 
radeship, and  brought  out  all  the  good 

qualities  of  manhood. 
I  am  asked  on  this  occasion  to  tell 

the  story  of  Freemasonry  in  this  county. 
It  is  a  story  that  cannot  be  told.  It  has 
never  been  written,  and  cannot  be.  It 
existed  in  the  hearts  of  our  fathers  and 

in  their  kindly  deeds  of  charity  and 
brotherly  love.  These  deeds  were  not 

written  upon  the  pages  of  their  books 
of  record.  Some  of  the  dates  when  the 
various  lodges  and  Masonic  bodies  were 
established  remain,  and  the  names  of 
some,  but  not  all  of  the  worthy  men, 
who  by  means  of  Freemasonry  gave  en- 

couragement to  their  despondent  fel- 
lows, ministered  to  the  sick,  reheved 

the  distressed,  comforted  the  despair- 
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ing,  are  known.  Those  names  are 
household  words  in  the  county,  and 
have  been  for  a  century.  Those  names 

are  graven  deep  in  the  history  of  the 

county,  and  they  are  remembered  in 
loving  gratitude  and  honor.  They  are 

the  names  of  the  very  best  and  fore- 
most men,  who  came  to  this  county  to 

do,  and  who  did  well  their  part. 
Of  how  they  toiled  and  suffered  little 

is  known,  but  what  they  accomplished 
can  be  seen  on  every  hilltop  and  in  every 

valley.  What  they  did  as  Freema- 
sons, their  ministrations  of  benevo- 
lence, their  words  of  comfort,  that  aid- 

ed and  encouraged  despairing  pioneers 
in  their  lonliness,  these  things  they  did 

not  write  about ;  they  left  no  record  of 
such  deeds.  Such  deeds.  Freemasonry 

teaches,  are  best  done  without  ostenta- 
tion. Meetings  in  the  lodge  room  are 

important  and  valuable  in  that  acquain- 
tance is  thereby  promoted,  and  there 

the  needs  and  discouragements  of  neigh- 
bors are  ascertained.  There  measures 

can  be,  and  are  planned  for  relief.  This 
is  done  without  publication  or  record. 

It  is  because  of  the  teachings  of  Free- 
masonry that  its  acts  and  deeds  are  done 

privately,  and  without  record ;  that  its 
history  cannot  be  written.  The  actions 

and  deeds  of  Freemasons  are  mysteri- 

ous ;  and  deep  mystery  seems  appar- 
ently to  cover  them ;  but  the  greatest 

mystery  about  it  all,  is,  that  it  is  a  mys- 
tery. It  is  a  bond  that  has  existed  for 

centuries,  and  has  demonstrated  its  val- 
ue and  strength.  The  mystery  is  as 

harmless  as  it  is  strong,  and  therein 
consists  its  charm. 

Many  of  the  original  settlers  of  this 
county  had  become  Freemasons  before 

emigration.  They  knew  its  mysteries, 
benefits  and  advantages.  They  came 

from  many  different  localities  and  were 

unacquainted  with  each  other.  The 

mysteries  of  Freemasonry  were  a  means 

of  introduction  and  speedy  trustful  ac- 

quaintance.   Its  benefits  and  merits, are 

nowhere  better  known  and  appreciated 
than  when  strangers  meet  in  a  strange 
land.  Our  Masonic  fathers  could  not 

fully  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  the  frater- 
nity without  organization.  Without  a 

home  its  work  could  not  be  properly  or 
satisfactorily  done,  nor  necessary  relief 
administered.  They  therefore  at  once 

set  about  the  organization  of  lodges  that 
they  might  have  Masonic  homes.  These 

homes  were  humble  and  humbly  fur- 
nished. Their  furniture  was  the  best 

that  could  be  had,  and  such  as  was  with- 
in their  slender  means.  But  homes  they 

were,  and  they  were  established  with 
rejoicing. 

In  1815,  at  the  time  when  the  Rev. 

John  Spencer,  a  clergyman  from  the 

Connecticut  Missionarv  Society  was  or- 
ganizing churches  at  places  where  a 

sufficient  number  could  conveniently 
assemble  and  maintain  worship,  a  score 
of  men  in  different  localities  in  the 

northern  part  of  the  county  petitioned 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Freemasons  of  the 
State  for  authority  to  establish  a  lodge. 
There  was  then  none  in  the  state  west 

of  Buffalo,  and  the  consent  of  Western 

Star  Lodge  of  Buffalo  had  to  be  ob- 
tained. The  names  signed  to  that  peti- 

tion are  of  the  principal  settlers.  Jacob 

JACOB  HOUGHTON. 
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I  iMimlif.ii  of  I'rcdonia,  Major  Samuel 

SiiuK'.ir  of  the  Town  of  Gerry,  but  liv- 

ing at  what  is  now  Sinclairville,  Joseph 

Sackott.  who  hvcd  in  what  is  now  the 

Town  ol  Hanover,  were  amono^  the 

si-ncrs  ot'  this  i)etition.  A  charter  was 

granted  upon  this  ])etition,  and  Forest 

at  iM-cdonia  commenced  work 

,.n  liilv  J.jth,  i<Sir).  That  lodge  became 

noted  from  the  character  of  the  men 

who  were  connected  with  it,  and  had  it 

in    char.oe.    We   find   upon   its  rolls, 

GENERAL  LEVERITT  BARKER. 

among  others,  the  names  of  General 

Levcritt  Barker,  General  Elijah  Risley, 
Judge  James  Mullett,  Philo  Orton  and 
Elias  Havens,  men  of  high  standing, 
learning  and  integrity.  This  lodge,  as 
did  all  of  the  lodges  at  that  day,  held 
its  meetings  in  the  day  time,  monthly, 
usually  ni)on  a  stated  day  of  the  week 
lireeeding  the  full  moon.  This  enabled 

the  l)rethren  from  the  remote  neighbor- 
hoods to  attend  the  meetings  of  the 

lodge  and  to  return  to  their  homes  on 
the  same  day  or  evening. 

Eorest  Lodge  subsequently  granted 
its  consent  for  the  organization  of  most 
of  the  lodges  afterwards  organized  with- 

in the  county.    Its  members,  true  men 
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JUDGE  JAMES  MULLETT. 

and  Masons,  were  ever  ready  to  extend 

the  helping  hand  of  friendship  and  rehef 
in  this  sparsely  settled  wilderness,  where 
assistance  was  precious. 

The  next  lodge  to  be  instituted  was 
Mount  Moriah,  the  predecessor  of  the 

present  lodge  of  that  name  at  James- 
town. In  1816  the  Town  of  ElHcott, 

within  whose  borders  the  Village  of 

Jamestown  was  afterwards  incorporat- 
ed, comprised  a  territory  twelve  miles 

square.  It  included  the  present  Towns 
of  Poland,  Carroll,  Kiantone,  a  part  of 
Busti,  and  what  has  remained  as  the 
Town  of  ElHcott.  There  were  several 
settlements  within  the  district  that  were 

then  as  promising  as  the  one  known  as 

the  Rapids — which  has  since  become 
the  City  of  Jamestown.  The  settlers, 
who  had  been  made  Masons,  and  were 

acquainted  with  its  benefits,  were  scat- 
tered among  these  various  settlements. 

They  took  steps  in  that  year  to  organ- 
ize a  lodge.  Those  who  were  most  ac- 
tive were  some  brothers  who  had  set- 
tled at  or  near  Frank  Settlement,  about 

a  mile  from  the  present  Village  of  Busti. 

They  met  with  some  difficulties  in  re- 
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ceiving  a  charter,  and  it  was  not  until 
the  arrival  of  Dr.  Elial  T.  Foote,  who 

had  come  to  Jamestown  to  practice  his 

profession  as  a  physician,  that  the  diffi- 
culties were  removed.  His  energetic 

services  soon  overcame  the  obstacles 

that  remained,  and  Mount  Moriah 

Lodge  was  organized  on  the  27th  day 
of  September,  1817.  The  first  meeting 
was  held  at  the  house  of  Horatio  Dix 

in  what  is  now  Jamestown.  Heman 
Bush  of  Frank  Settlement  was  elected 

Master ;  Solomon  Jones  of  Jamestown, 

SOLOMON  JONES. 

Senior  Warden  ;  and  David  Boyd,  Jun- 
ior Warden.  The  Rev.  Paul  Davis  was 

Chaplain.  As  a  compHment  to  Heman 
Bush  and  the  other  Masons  who  resided 

at  Frank  Settlement,  and  who  were  the 

first  to  make  an  effort  to  obtain  a  char- 
ter and  organize  a  lodge,  it  was  voted  to 

have  the  installation  at  the  house  of 
Heman  Bush  at  Frank  Settlement.  The 
installation  was  there  held  on  the  i6th 
of  October.  On  that  occasion  it  was 

voted  that  the  lodge  should  thereafter 

meet  at  the  place  that  has  since  become 

Jamestown. 
Most  of  the  settlers  of  this  county, 

especially  those  in  the  southern  part, 
came  from  New  England  or  Eastern 

New  York.    They  were  from  different 

localities  and  different  lodges.  Free- 
masonry was  to  them  a  means  of  intro- 

duction and  acquaintance,  as  well  as  a 

sure  bond  of  union.  A  pleasing  inci- 
dent occurred  at  the  organization  of 

Mount  Moriah.  The  venerable  Hugh 
Frew  who  had  settled  at  Frewsburg, 
and  who  had  been  made  a  Mason  in 

Ireland  before  emigration,  was  received 
into  the  lodge. 

So  sparsely  was  this  region,  including 

the  neighboring  localities  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, settled,  that  many  of  the  settlers 

in  the  adjacent  County  of  Warren  in 
that  state,  more  sparsely  settled  than 
our  own,  and  then  not  organized, 
availed  themselves  of  the  benefits  of 

Freemasonry,  by  becoming  members 
of  Mount  Moriah. 

Summit  Lodge  was  organized  at  May- 
ville  October  29th,  1818,  with  John 

Dexter,  one  of  the  first  Judges  appoint- 
ed at  the  organization  of  the  county, 

and  afterwards  Countv  Clerk,  as  Mas- 

ter ;  James  M.  Cochrane,  Senior  War- 
den, and  Asahel  Lyon,  Junior  Warden. 

David  Eason,  the  first  Sheriff  of  this 

county,  was  a  member  of  this  lodge. 
Phineas  Stevens  of  Mount  Moriah 

Lodge  at  Jamestown,  probably  then  the 
best  informed  Mason  in  the  county, 

served  as  Installing  Officer. 

Hanover  Lodge  was  organized  at  a 
school  house  near  Forestville  February 

5th,  1824.  Among  the  names  of  the 
good  men  and  true  who  were  of  this 
band  of  workmen  are  found  Luther 

Thwing  as  Master ;  Ezra  Puffer,  Senior 

Warden,  and  Albert  H.  Camp,  Secre- tary. 

The  venerable  Major  Sinclear  and 
certain  other  Masons  at  Sinclairville,  in 

the  Town  of  Gerry,  which  then  com- 

posed the  present  four  Towns  of  Char- 
lotte, Cherry  Creek,  ElHngton  and 

Gerry,  finding  it  irksome  to  journey 
over  the  trails  seventeen  miles  to  Can- 
adaway,  as  Fredonia  was  then  known, 
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t,.  attriid  i1k'  coinniunicalions  of  For- 

est L()(lL;e.  and  of  which  he  was  Sen- 

ior Warden,  with  other  devoted  Mas- 

,„is  in  that  viciiiitv,  or^'anized  in  1819 

a  "Masonic  Society."  This  ''Masonic 

Society"  encouraged  its  members  un- 

der .L^reat  (hfficuUies  until  1822,  when 

tlu-\  ()l)tained  a  (lis])ensation  to  form  a 

lod^e  of  their  own,  and  finally  in  1824, 

tlie  nuich  desired  charter  was  obtained; 

and  on  July  /th  Sylvan  Lod^^e  was  or- 
o-anized,  with  James  Schofield,  the 

grandfather  of  General  John  M.  Scho- 

field, as  Worshipful  Master.  The  occa- 
sion was  one  of  great  rejoicing,  and  a 

])uhlic  out-of-door  banquet  was  had, 
which  was  superintended  by  Mrs.  Fanny 

Sinclear,  wife  of  Major  Sinclear.  On 

many  other  occasions  subsequently  this 

kind-hearted  and  hospitable  woman 

publicly  manifested  her  sincere  attach- 
ment to  l^Veemasonry.  Phineas  Stev- 

ens again  represented  the  Grand  Lodge, 
and  installed  the  officers. 

Ignited  Brethren  Lodge,  with  Heman 
lUish  as  Master,  was  organized  July 

4th,  1826,  at  Busti,  and  on  the  i6th  of 
August  of  that  year,  Harmony  Lodge 
was  installed  at  Ashville. 

Albion  Lodge  was  also  organized  at 

Westfield  in  August,  1826.  At  the  in- 
stallation of  the  officers  of  this  lodge. 

Dr.  E.  T.  Foote  represented  the  Grand 

Lodge,  as  appears  from  written  state- 
ments made  by  him,  now  in  possession 

of  Mount  ̂ [oriah  Lodge. 

These  are  all  the  lodges  of  which  I 
can  find  absolute,  certain  evidence  that 

were  organized  and  did  Masonic  work, 

under  a  charter  issued  by  the  Grand 

Lodge  of  the  State.  It  is  quite  proba- 

ble that  "Masonic  Societies"  similar  to 
that  formed  by  Major  Sinclear  at  Sin- 
clairyille,  were  formed  for  mutual  im- 
proyement  and  benefit  in  different  lo- 

calities. Some  of  them  may  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Grand  Lodge  a  dispen- 
sation to  do  Masonic  work.    There  is 
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considerable  evidence  to  support  the 

claim  that  such  a  society,  to  which  a 

dispensation  may  have  been  issued,  was 

formed  at  Delanti  in  the  Town  of  Stock- 
ton. The  statement  that  such  a  society 

existed  there,  that  held  its  meetings  in 

the  hotel,  and  that  Abel  Johnson  was 

its  master,  is  well  sustained.  But  there 

are  no  records  extant  that  surely  es- 
tablish the  fact.  I  am  unable  to  state 

with  any  certainty  that  any  charter  was 

issued  to  any  lodge,  or  that  any  was 

organized  within  the  county,  other  than 
those  that  have  been  named. 

ELIAL  T.  FOOTE. 

The  Hon.  E.  T.  Foote,  one  of  the 
founders  of  Mount  Moriah  Lodge,  and 
at  all  times  an  enthusiastic  Freemason, 

possessed  a  disposition  to  preserve  rec- 
ords of  the  early  history  of  the  county. 

To  him  the  people  are  greatly  indebted 
for  his  forethought  and  painstaking 
labor  in  this  regard.  Many  a  date  that 
would  otherwise  remain  in  great  doubt 
and  uncertainty,  and  many  an  incident 
of  importance  and  now  of  great  interest, 
would  have  passed  from  memory.  He 

rendered  valuable  service  to  the  gener- 
ations that  have  succeeded  him,  and 

none  more  so  than  the  recording  of 
most  of  the  facts  relating  to  the  early 

history  of  Freemasonry  in  this  county. 
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At  the  great  excitement  that  followed 

the  year  1826,  when  it  was  by  the  ene- 
mies of  Freemasonry  confidently  be- 

lieved that  it  had  received  its  death 

blow,  the  lodges  and  chapters  in  this 
connty  surrendered  their  charters  and 
jewels,  and  ceased  Masonic  labor.  Most 

of  their  records  became  scattered,  or 
were  destroyed,  and  had  it  not  been  for 

the  great  care  of  Judge  Foote,  Hon. 
Thomas  B.  Campbell  and  Sylvanus  L. 
Henderson  of  Sinclairville,  none  would 

THOS.  B  CAMPBELL,. 

have  been  preserved.  A  belief  exists 

among  the  Masons  of  today  that  Judge 
Foote,  having  obtained  possession  of 
the  charter,  records  and  jewels  of  Mount 
Moriah  Lodge,  buried  them,  secure 
against  frost  and  mold,  in  an  iron 

box  in  his  garden,  at  a  spot  known 
only  to  himself.  Precisely  how  or 
by  what  means  he  preserved  them 
he  never  told,  nor  did  he  at  the  time  tell 

that  he  had  preserved  them.  It  was 
with  great  delight  and  astonishment 
that  in  1870  the  members  of  the  present 
Mount  Moriah  Lodge  of  Jamestown, 
the  successor  of  the  former  Mount 

Moriah  Lodge,  received  from  the  hands 

of  our  venerable  brother,  the  old  records 

beautifully  bound,  a  portion  of  the  jew- 
els and  the  old  charter  neatly  framed, 

upon  which  he  inscribed  words  of  wis- 

dom, warning  and  encouragement. 
Without  the  labor  of  love  in  preserving 
these  records  on  the  part  of  Judge  Foote, 
and  the  fond  care  he  took  of  them, 

most  of  the  early  history  of  Freemas- 
onry in  this  county  would  have  been  for- 
ever lost.  These  records,  the  subject 

of  this  care  and  of  this  gift,  are  a  match- 
less heritage  and  are,  and  will  be,  care- 
fully preserved  for  their  great  value,  and 

as  a  memento  of  the  thoughtfulness  of 
him  who  preserved  them. 

No  Masonic  secret  was  ever  better 

kept  than  was  kept  the  fact  that  the 
records  and  jewels  had  been  preserved 
from  the  vandalism  and  fury  that  was 

the  occasion  of  their  being  hid ;  pre- 

served to  be  delivered  to  the  right- 
ful successors  of  those  whose  labors 

and  services  they  record.  It  will  not  be 

a  betrayal  of  any  Masonic  secret  or 

mystery,  if  one  incident  or  fact  recorded 
in  this  volume  should  be  publicly  told. 

It  will  illustrate  the  privations  and  hard- 
ships endured  by  our  fathers  in  the 

struggle  in  this  wilderness,  to  make  it 
what  they  left  it  to  us,  a  fair  land  that 

is  the  delightful  home  of  a  happy  peo- 

ple. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  jewels  of  a 

Masonic  Lodge  are  wrought  in  silver. 
In  1 81 7,  when  Mount  Moriah  Lodge 

was  organized,  jewels  of  silver  could 
not  be  procured  short  of  Albany.  To 
obtain  them  from  there  would  mean 

a  delay  of  weeks,  more  than  the  faithful 
men  who  organized  the  lodge  would 

submit  to  in  patience.  More  than  that, 

they  were  without  the  necessary  funds 
to  buy  them.  Of  their  poverty  at  that 

time,  we  have  little  conception.  Ac- 
cordingly jewels  were  made  of  tin,  that 

were  used  until  jewels  of  silver  were  ob- 
tained by  Randall  Austin  at  Wheeling, 
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(  Uivcr,  now  in  the  State  of 

W'rsi  \  ir-inia.  It  is  needless  to  say 

tliat  these  ohi  reeords  and  charter  and 

tin  jc-wels  are  esteemed  of  priceless  value 

l)v  Monnt  Moriah  T.odi^-e. 

At  least  three  chapters  of  Royal  Arch 

Masons  were  chartered  and  organized 

Nvithin  the  county  before  1826:  Western 

Sun.  Sunnnit  and  Forest.  But  there 

was  no  one  to  secure  and  preserve  their 

records.  It  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret, 

that  at  this  date  but  very  little  can  be 

ascertained  and  told  of  their  work  and 

historv.  They  were  cherished,  and  their 

members  were  respected  and  held  in 

high  esteem  l)y  all  the  people,  as  men 

ot  high  honor  and  integrity.  They  were 

devoted  to  the  ]M-inciples  and  work  of 
h>eemasonry,  and  brought  to  it  serious 

and  faithful  service.  Masonic  work  be- 
yond the  Royal  Arch  degree  was  not 

done  in  this  county  until  within  a  very 

recent  period. 

There  are  certain  public  ceremonies 
which  Freemasons  observe  and  certain 

others  that  may  be  performed  either 
])ul)liclv  or  privately.  The  laying  of 
corner  stones  of  public  buildings,  and 
the  1)urial  of  the  dead,  are  ceremonies 

which  arc  publicly  performed.  Those 
that  may  1)e  performed  either  publicly 

or  pri\-ately  are  the  installation  of  offi- 
cers of  Masonic  bodies,  and  the  con- 

secration of  lodges  and  other  Masonic 

organizations.  The  solemn  Masonic 
burial  service  testifies  to  the  fraternal 

esteem  and  regard  in  which  Freemas- 
ons hold  their  brothers,  and  the  Mason- 

ic belief  and  teaching,  that  there  is  an 
immortal  part  of  man  that  survives 
death  and  the  grave. 

l'}ion  more  than  mere  legend  or  tra- 
dition rests  the  belief  that  St.  John  the 

Baptist,  and  the  beloved  apostle  St. 
John  the  Fvangelist,  were  distinguished 
hVeemasons.  Their  memory  is  revered 

and  kept  alive  in  every  Masonic  lodge. 
Since  the  Christian  era,  and  until  within 
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recent  years,  the  days  set  apart  to  honor 

the  memory  of  these  saints  have  been 

celebrated  by  Freemasons  with  appro- 

priate public  ceremonies,  that  their  ex- 
ample and  teaching  may  thereby  be  kept 

before  the  craft.  In  the  days  of  our 

fathers  especially  was  the  festival  of  St. 

John  the  Baptist,  occurring  on  the  23rd 

day  of  June,  observed  with  public  cere- 
monies. There  was  a  memorable  Ma- 

sonic observance  of  this  festival  in 

Jamestown  on  the  23rd  of  June,  1826. 
On  that  occasion  the  Rev.  Lewis  C. 

Todd  preached  a  sermon,  and  the  Hon. 

SAMUEL,  A.  BROWN. 

Samuel  A.  Brown  delivered  an  oration. 

The  corner  stone  of  St.  Paul's  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Mayville  was  laid  with 

Masonic  ceremonies  on  August  ist, 

1826,  at  which  time  there  was  a  notable 

gathering  of  the  craft. 
From  the  organization  of  Forest 

Lodge,  in  July,  181 6,  to  1826 — a  period 
of  ten  years — Freemasonry  rapidly  in- 

creased in  numbers  and  lodges  in  this 

county,  and  many  of  the  best  and  fore- 
most men  among  those  who  came  hither 

to  estabUsh  homes,  became  enthusiastic 

Masons,  and  encouraged  its  growth  and 

influence.  Clergymen,  teachers,  phy- 
sicians, lawyers,  merchants,  bankers, 

recognized  its  value  and  worth,  joined 
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themselves  to  its  numbers  and  became 

a  part  of  it.  Many  of  these  men  after- 
wards were  honored  by  their  fellow- 

citizens  and  added  greatly  to  the  honor 

and  renown  of  the  people  of  the  county. 
In  1826  an  event  occurred  outside  of 

the  borders  of  the  county,  that  brought 
consternation  to  the  people  whether 

they  were  members  of  lodges  of  Free- 
masons or  not.  It  was  alleged  that  one 

William  Morgan,  a  Freemason,  had 

prepared  a  manuscript  containing  all 
the  secrets  and  mysteries  of  the  order, 

and  threatened  to  publish  it.  He  sud- 
denly disappeared  under  circumstances 

that  warranted  the  beHef  that  he  had 

been  abducted  and  perhaps  murdered. 
Subsequent  investigation  in  the  courts 

of  justice  by  Governor  Clinton — him- 
self a  Freemason — established  the  fact 

that  certain  misguided  men,  who  were 
Masons,  had  removed  him.  While  it  is 

true  that  he  altogether  disappeared  and 
never  returned,  and  no  certain  trace  of 

him  was  ever  found,  it  was  never  proved 

that  he  was  murdered.  Men  were  pro- 

perly convicted  and  punished  for  par- 
ticipation in  matters  that  pointed 

strongly  to  the  opinion  that  Morgan 
was  in  some  way  removed  from  the 

country.  The  people  believed  that  he 
was  murdered  by  Masons  and  were 
aroused  to  a  high  degree  of  fury  and 
hatred.  A  storm  of  resentment  burst, 

that  carried  everything  before  it. 

Neighbors  were  arrayed  against  neigh- 
bors ;  friendships,  that  had  commenced 

in  the  new  land  by  people  who  had 
come  into  a  new  country  and  needed  a 
bond  of  union  to  enable  them  to  stand 

together  under  distress  and  privation, 
were  ruthlessly  broken ;  families  were 

estranged ;  even  churches  were  divided. 

The  present  generation  can  form  no 
adequate  conception  of  the  bitterness 
and  hatred  that  prevailed.  Politicians 

seeing  their  opportunity  seized  the  oc- 
casion, and  built  upon  it  a  political 

party  that  intensified  and  kept  alive  the 

burning  passions  for  nearly  a  genera- 
tion. 

Freemasonry  was  not  responsible  for 
the  acts  that  caused  this  uproar  and 
storm.  Whatever  had  been  done — and 

precisely  what  had  been  done  was  never 

clearly  shown,  nor  proved — was  the  act 
of  a  few  misguided,  unworthy  men,  and 

if  they  were  Freemasons — as  it  is  more 
than  probable  some  of  those  engaged 

in  the  wicked  acts  were — they  were  a 
disgrace  to  Freemasonry  as  well  as  to 

good  order  and  honorable  citizenship. 
None  were  more  earnest  than  Free- 

masons themselves,  that  the  parties  who 
were  guilty  of  such  crimes  as  were 

charged  should  be  brought  to  jus- 
tice and  punished.  Convicted  were 

all  against  whom  there  was  proper 

evidence  of  guilt.  They  were  convict- 
ed by  the  aid  and  assistance  of 

Masons.  Governor  Clinton  set  in  mo- 
tion the  criminal  courts,  directed  the 

gathering  of  evidence,  appointed  dis- 
interested and  skillful  attorneys  to  try 

all  who  should  be  accused  of  participat- 
ing in  criminal  acts,  whether  they  were 

Masons  or  not. 

The  conviction  and  punishment  of  all 

who  were  proved  to  have  engaged  in 

unlawful  acts,  did  not  satisfy  the  unreas- 

onable fury  of  the  people.  The  resent- 
ment and  hatred  was  turned  with  irre- 

sistible force  upon  the  institution  of 

Freemasonry.  Its  members  were  pur- 
sued with  hatred ;  denied  social  privi- 

leges ;  scorned  and  scoffed  at  as  accom- 
plices in  a  murder  that  was  never 

proved.  Freemasonry  itself  was  charged 
with  being  an  unholy  agency  created 
and  sustained  of  Satan.  Nothing  since 

the  persecution  in  New  England  of  those 
charged  with  witchcraft,  equalled  the 
bitter  hatred  that  was  visited  upon  the 

men  who  were  known  to  be  Freema- 
sons. 

Nothing  could  withstand  the  rage  that 
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then  exislo(l.  ("liaptcrs  and  lodges  siir- 
rcndcrcd  tlitMr  charters,  and  Freema- 

sons rcasrd  t<>  do  Masonic  work.  It  was 

(hiiiL^rrous  to  publicly  acknowledge  one- 
sell  a  Mason,  rrivately,  with  great  care 

and  canlion.  llicy  conrageoitsly,  in  si- 

RUFUS  GREEN. 

Icncc,  kept  alive  the  principles  of  the 

fraternity.  Their  acts  of  charity,  be- 
nevolence and  of  assistance  to  the  de- 

spairing were  performed,  where  there 

was  no  hand  to  prevent,  and  no  tongue 
to  reproach.  The  attentive  ear  heard 
the  cry  of  distress;  the  faithful  hand  of 

benevolence  promptly  relieved  the  suf- 
fering; and  the  despairing  listened  to 

words  of  encouragement  and  hope. 

In  1848  it  became  evident  that  the 

storm  and  fury  of  anti-Masonry  had 
spent  its  force,  and  the  contempt  and 
oblocjuy  that  had  been  unceasingly  cast 

upon  Freemasonry  and  Freemasons, 
had  worn  itself  out,  and  a  more  friendly 
interest  in  Freemasonry  prevailed.  A 

few  courageous  men  who  remained  of 

the  old  Mount  Moriah  Lodge — among 

whom  were  Rufus  Green,  Judiah  Bud- 
long,  Samuel  Barrett,  Silas  Tiffany, 
Nathan  A.  Alexander,  petitioned  the 
Grand  Master  for  a  dispensation  to 

form  a  new  lodge.  The  dispensation 

was  granted,  and  Masonic  work  was 
renewed  by  its  authority.  A  charter 
was  granted  at  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Grand  Lodge,  under  its  old  name 

of  Mount  Moriah,  but  under  the  num- 
ber of  one  hundred  forty-five,  instead 

of  its  former  number  of  two  hundred 

ninety-seven.  To  the  Masons  of  James- 

town belongs  the  credit  of  re-establish- 
ing Masonry  in  this  county ;  and  they 

were  among  the  number  of  the  faithful 
who  in  the  western  part  of  New  York, 
were  first  to  restore  it  to  its  usefulness. 

INTERIOR  MA.SONIC  LODGE  ROOM  CHERRY  CREEK. 
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Ax:ting  upon  their  example  the  tried  and 
true  men  of  Forestville  obtained  in  1849 

a  charter  for  Hanover  Lodge,  and  fear- 
lessly commenced  anew  Masonic  work. 

In  1850  Forest  Lodge  at  Fredonia  re- 
kindled the  lights  at  its  altar;  at  May- 

ville  another  band  of  workmen  assem- 
bled in  1850,  and  with  many  misgivings 

of  their  own  strength,  applied  for  a  dis- 
pensation for  Summit  Lodge,  for  which 

they  soon  received  a  charter,  and  it  was 
organized  at  Westfield.  The  faithful 
but  few  brothers  at  Dunkirk  organized 

Irondequoit  Lodge  in  1852.  The  suc- 
cess of  these  brothers  encouraged  those 

at  Sinclairville  and  they  obtained  a  char- 
ter in  1853  to  reorganize  Sylvan  Lodge. 

The  brothers  at  Cherry  Creek,  finding 
it  difficult  to  journey  to  Fredonia  and 

Sinclairville  to  enjoy  full  Masonic  privi- 
leges, obtained  in  1856  a  charter  for  the 

establishment  of  a  lodge  there. 

Under  the  leadership  of  Abijah  Clark 

and  Thomas  B.  Campbell  the  organiza- 

ABIJAH  CLARK. 

tion  of  Chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons 

soon  followed  at  convenient  points  with- 
in the  county,  and  Freemasonry  had 

come  again  to  its  own  right  place ;  a 

brotherhood  or  fraternity  of  acknowl- 
edged worth.  The  foundation  of  other 

lodges  followed,  and  the  organization 

of  Councils  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
and  Commanders  of  Knights  Templar, 

completed  the  full  organization  of  Free- 
masonry under  what  is  known  by  them 

as  the  Ancient  York  Rite.  Thereby  a 
greater  and  wider  field  of  usefulness 

was  opened.  Freemasons  have  over- 
come and  forever  subdued  their  adver- 

saries. The  struggle  was  long,  and  for 
a  time  success  seemed  hopeless ;  but 

"Truth  is  mighty  and  it  shall  prevail." 
When  Freemasonry  had  its  beginning 

is  unknown  even  to  Masons  themselves  ; 

its  very  origin  is  a  matter  of  tradition — 
a  tradition  that  has  been  preserved  and 

believed  by  generation  after  generation. 

However,  there  are  many  well  estab- 
lished historical  facts  that  concur  in  its 

great  antiquity.  It  is  a  matter  of  com- 
mon knowledge  that  traditions  are  un- 

relial)le.  On  the  other  hand  many 

events,  that  have  been  accepted  as  true 

history  have  been  found  by  modern  criti- 
cism to  be  mere  fictions,  or  pleasing 

narrations  of  an  entertaining  story- 
teller. 

The  traditions  of  Freemasonry,  how- 
ever, rest  upon  a  different  foundation  ; 

they  have  been  connected  with,  and  sup- 
ported by  rites  and  ceremonies,  that 

have  been  practiced  for  centuries. 
These  rites  and  ceremonies  point  to  one 

foundation  or  beginning ;  and  no  evi- 
dence is  lacking  to  convince  the  Masonic 

student  that  the  institution  came  down 

from  the  days  of  King  Solomon,  and 

the  building  of  the  Temple  at  Jerusa- 
lem. Says  an  eminent  Masonic  student 

and  writer :  "There  is  not  an  ancient 
craft  degree  that  does  not  point  to  the 

Temple  ;  there  is  not  a  lecture  that  does 
not  go  back  to  the  Temple  ;  there  is  not 
a  ceremony  that  does  not  lead  the  mind 

to  that."  It  was  formerly  held  that  even 
the  public  proceedings  of  Freemasonry 
should  not  be  committed  to  paper.  So 

tenaciously  was  this  held  that  all  written 

matter  pertaining  to  Masonic  proceed- 
ings and  ceremonies  was  destroyed  as 
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soon  as  any  need  that  rccinircd  any  such 

wriliuL;  liad  hccn  comphed  with.  This 

accounts  for  the  scant  information  that 

liistoriaiis  are  al)le  to  find  of  the  origin 

and  progress  of  the  fraternity.  Mem- 

ory, therefore,  has  1)ccn  the  sole  reposi- 

tory of  Masonic  mystery  and  ceremony. 

These  have  l)een  preserved  with  critical 

and  jealous  care. 

Masons  are  well  assured  and  con- 
vinced that  their  fraternity  was  the  first 

and  yet  is  the  oldest  and  best  ''union 
lahor"  organization.  That  it  originated 
and  has  been  kept  in  existence  for  the 
instruction  and  benefit  of  its  members, 

no  matter  what  their  station  or  field  of 
lahor.  Xo  matter  what  their  rank  may 

l)e,  all  are  received  upon  a  common 

])lane  of  equality.  Kings  and  Princes 
have  been,  and  are  todav,  among  its 

members,  but  upon  the  Masonic  floor 
all  stand  with  e(iual  right  and  privilege. 

Freemasonry  assists  its  own  with  loving 

care.  It  has  never  been  required  to  re- 
sort to  violence.  It  has  never  encour- 

aged a  strike  among  its  workingmen, 

nor  i)rom()ted  a  boycott.    It  is  a  human 

JUDGE  WM.  PEACOCK. 

society  or  brotherhood  for  humanity. 
It  is  not,  and  has  never  claimed  to  be 
a  religious  society;  but  it  receives  and 

cherishes  religious  truths,  and  teaches 
a  trust  and  reliance  upon  one  living  and 
true  God,  who  will  one  day  require  a 

strict  account  of  all.  It  has  in  all  coun- 
tries and  ages  demanded  a  recognition 

of  that  Supreme  Being,  and  kept  alive 
the  know^ledge  of  Him  and  His  v^orship, 
when  false  teachers  have  led  the  w^ay 
to  idolatry.  Its  members  were  among 

that  faithful  band  who  came  to  the  as- 
sistance of  the  prophet  Elijah  when  he 

overthrew  the  worshippers  of  the  false 
Baal,  and  exhibited  the  majesty  and 
power  of  the  living  God,  They  were 
of  the  faithful  in  the  captivity,  and  in 

a  foreign  country  refused  to  acknowl- 

edge any  other  God,  even  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  King.  They  were  among 

those  who,  on  being  released  from 

slavery,  upon  the  royal  command  of  Cy- 
rus, returned  to.  Jerusalem,  and  re- 

builded  the  Temple.  At  the  dispersion 

they  carried  the  knowledge  of  the  true 

God  to  the  people  of  distant  lands. 
Such  were  the  deeds  of  our  ancient 

brethren,  their  verity  resting  largely 

upon  masonic  tradition,  transmitted  with 

singular  accuracy  from  generation  to 
generation  ;  confirmed  by  much  that  is 
acknowledged  as  true  history,  and  for 
that  reason  entitled  to  greater  credit 

than  can  be  given  to  some  of  the  tradi- 
tions upon  which  the  histories  of  some 

nations  depend. 

In  more  modern  times,  since  the 

knowledge  of  true  religion  has  spread 

and  extended ;  especiall^^  since  the 
Christian  Era,  the  labor  of  Freemasonry 

has  been  upon  the  more  human  side  of 

its  purposes,  for  the  amelioration  of 
the  condition  of  mankind ;  for  the  relief 

of  the  afflicted,  and  the  comforting  of 

the  despairing.  In  this  Freemasonry 
has  been  eminently  successful,  and  is 

deserving  of  the  good  opinion  of  the 
thoughtful  and  observing  that  it  is  its 

pleasure  to  enjoy.  Ancient  and  mod- 
ern Freemasons  have  always  striven, 

mysteriously  and  silently,  but  earnestly. 
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for  the  speedy  comino-  of  that  time, 
the  sure  coming  of  which  was  a  cen- 

tury ago  so  gracefully  prophesied  by 
the  greatest  of  Masonic  poets : 

"Then  let  us  pray,  that  come  it  may, 
As  come  it  will  for  a'  that, 

That  sense  and  worth,  o'er  a'  the  earth, 
May  bear  the  gree,  and  a'  that. 

For  a'  that,  and  a'  that, 
It's  comin'  yet  for  a'  that. 

That  man  to  man  the  warld  o'er, 
Shall  brothers  be  for  a'  that." 

The  following  Lodges,  Chapters, 
Coucils  and  Commanderies  are  located 

within  the  county,  and  have  member- 
ship as  stated : 

I^ODGES. 
No.  145  Mount  Moriah  402 
"   153  Hanover  44 
"   166  Forest  119 
"  219  Summit  146 
"  301  Irondequoit  219 
"  303  Sylvan  74 
"  384  Cherry  Creek  78 "  575  Olive  86 
"   696  Peacock  5-> "   757  Silver  108 
"  767  Dunkirk  1:^3 

Jamestown Forestville 
Fredonia Westfield 
Dunkirk Sinclairville 
Cherry  Creek 
Sherman 
Mayville Silver  Creek 
Dunkirk 

L,odges  11.  1455  Master  Masons. 
CHAPTERS  OF  ROYAL  ARCH  MAvSONS. 

No.  67    Western  Sun         239  Jamestown 
"    191    Dunkirk  184  Dunkirk 239    Westfield  59  Westfield 

Chapters  3.  482  Royal  Arch  Masons 
COUNCILS  OF  ROYAI,  AND  SFLFCT  MASTERS, 

No.   25    Dunkirk  68  Dunkirk 
"     33   Jamestown  66  Jamestown 

Councils  2.  134  Royal  and  Select  Masters 
COMM    NDERIES  OF  KNIGHTS  TEMPLAR. 

No.   40    Dunkirk  171  Dunkirk 
61  IJamestown  194  Jamestown 

Commanderies  2. 365  Knights  Templar. 

SKETCH  OF  ABNER  HAZELTINE,  SR. 

Abner  Hazeltine,  who  was  the  first  law- 
yer to  settle  in  Jamestown,  was  born  in 

Wardsborough,  Vermont,  June  10,  1792,  and 

ABNER  HAZELTINE,  Se. 

died  in  Jamestown,  December  20,  1879.  He 
was  the  son  of  Daniel  Hazeltine  and  Susan- 

nah Jones.  His  ancestors  were  among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Plymouth  colony.  His 
parents  removed  from  eastern  Massachusetts 
to  Windham  County,  Vermont,  when  that 

county  was  new.  The  son's  youthful  ex- 
periences were  consequently  those  of  pri- 

vation and  hardship.  Without  the  advan- 
tages of  schools,  such  as  the  humblest  child 

now  enjoys,  it  was  a  difficult  matter  to  ob- 
tain the  very  beginnings  of  an  education. 

He  made  the  best  use,  however,  of  his  op- 
portunities, and  in  a  single  winter  com- 

pleted "Pike's  Arithmetic "  the  only  text 
book  then  available.  Not  satisfied  with  the 
ordinary  attainments  possible  to  be  reached 

by  the  farmer's  boy  in  the  ordinary  schools, 
he  eagerly  pursued  the  classical  studies 
necessary  for  admission  to  college,  under 
the  direction  of  his  pastor.  He  then  entered 
Williams  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 

ated in  1815. 
In  September  of  that  year  he  removed  to 

Jamestown,  then  a  mere  settlement,  to 
which  some  of  his  friends  and  relatives  had 

previously  emigrated.  Having  already  de- 
cided to  make  the  legal  profession  his  life 

work,  he  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  the 
study  of  the  law.  In  due  time  he  was  admit- 

ted to  practice  in  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  regular 
stated  period  (as  was  the  rule  in  those  days) 
in  the  Supreme  Court  and  Court  of  Chan- 

cery. Soon  afterward  he  went  to  live  in 
Warren,   Pennsylvania,   where   he  assisted 
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in  I  he  oPMani/ation  of  the  county  and  in 

tl„.  cslahlislimont  of  its  courts.  He  re- 
luaiiKMl  tlicr(>  a  few  years,  and  then  returned 

to  .laniestown,  l)ut  continued  to  practice  in 
tli(>  courts  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  of  those 
of  N(>\v  York. 

11(>  (l('vot((l  himself  with  untiring  energy 

to  his  profession,  and  i)ursued  it  constantly 
(,,  tlic  tho  (Mid  of  his  long  life,  never  aban- 

doning; it  to  (Migage  in  other  pursuits.  The 
law  was  his  delight,  and  to  it  he  gave  not 

merely  his  best  energies,  but  the  whole  of 
til. 'in.  Not  gifted  with  eloquence  as  it  is 

ordinarily  defined,  nor  with  remarkable  bril- 
liancy, it  was  with  great  labor  and  com- 

pl(>te  nnd  thorough  preparation  of,  and  for 
vvcvy  single  case,  no  matter  how  small  its 
amount  or  how  indifferent  its  results  might 
be,  that  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  full 
mastery  of  the  whole  subject  of  the  law. 
and  made  himself  familiar  with  its  history 
and  the  application  of  its  princples.  No 
emergency  found  him  unprepared,  and  when 
seeming  difficulties  appeared,  apparently 
blocking  further  advance  or  threatening  de- 

feat, he  was  fully  equipped.  He  often 
achieved  success  when  disaster  was  immi- 

nent by  the  complete  knowledge  he  had 
acquired  of  the  law.  It  was  this  knowledge 
that  enabled  him  to  elucidate  the  principles 
upon  which  the  matter  in  controversy  rest- 

ed, and  to  show  how  the  application  of 
those  principles  controlled  the  case. 

It  was  not  long  before  his  attainments 
became  known  to  his  associates.  His  advice 
and  counsel  were  sought,  and  he  was  with- 

out effort  or  solicitation  on  his  part,  placed 
in  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  In  1828 
he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and  again 
in  1829.  In  1832  he  was  chosen  a  Repre- 

sentative in  Congress,  to  which  body  he  was 
re-elected  in  1834.  After  the  adoption  of  the 
State  Constitution  of  1846,  he  was  elected 
District  Attorney,  and  later  County  Judge. 
He  held  also  by  appointment,  for  many 
years,  the  office  of  United  States  Commis- 

sioner. But  public  life  had  no  attractions 
for  him.  He  was  content  to  fill  his  measure 
of  usefulness  to  his  fellows  in  his  chosen 
profession.  His  successes  were  at  the  bar, 
there  he  found  a  field  wide  and  difficult 
enough  to  satisfy  his  greatest  ambition  and 
to  require  his  closest  attention.  He  was  a 
ready  and  graceful  writer.  He  found  his 
recreation  in  literature,  and  was  often  called 
upon  to  write  addresses  on  literary  and  his- 

torical subjects.  He  contributed  frequent 
articles  to  the  local  newspapers. 

At  a  meeting  of  his  associates  of  the  bar, 
held  after  his  death,  one  of  his  associates 

said: 

"Paramount  to  all  professional  duties,  he 
recognized  allegiance  to  the  moral  law. 
His  store  of  moral  virtues  exceeded  his  ac- 
quistion  of  attachable  goods.  Throughout 
his  long  life  there  blended  in  beautiful  har- 

mony the  lawyer  and  the  honest  man,  the 
barrister  and  the  Christian.  The  confidence 
of  the  early  settlers  of  this  county  in  his 

integrity  was  never  equaled  by  that  extend- 
ed to  any  of  his  associates  or  successors." 
He  was  a  friend  to  education  ever  ready 

to  assist  in  the  providing  of  advantages  to 
the  youth  of  which  he  had  been  himself  de- 

prived, and  gave  freely  of  his  time  and 
means  to  promote  learning.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Jamestown  Academy, 
and  continued  one  of  its  Trustees  until  it 
was  merged  into  and  became  the  academic 
department  of  Union  Free  School  system 
of  the  city.  He  gave  a  liberal  education 
to  all  his  children.  His  four  sons  were 
graduated  at  Williams  College. 

He  was  descended  from  both  the  Pilgrims 
and  Puritans,  who  emigrated  to  New  Eng- 

land to  escape  the  oppression  applied  to 

those,  who  for  conscience'  sake,  did  not  con- 
form to  the  observances  required  by  the 

State  Church,  but  they  did  not  hesitate  when 
in  their  own  new  home,  and  freemen,  to 
fight  for  the  King  against  his  enemies,  who 
encroached  upon  his  political  rights,  in  the 
French  and  Indian  Wars.  His  ancestors 
gained  distinction  in  those  wars.  They 
afterwards  fought  with  equal  gallantry 
against  the  King  in  defence  of  their  own 
liberties  and  inalienable  rights  in  the  Rev- 

olutionary War. 

Any  sketch  of  Abner  Hazeltine  would  be 
imperfect  that  did  not  make  mention  of  his 
Christian  life  and  character,  for  these  were 
so  marked  as  to  mold  and  influence  the 
whole  man.  His  religion  was  no  formal, 
outward  thing,  but  was  at  the  very  founda- 

tion of  his  character,  and  his  whole  life  was 
consistent  with  it.  He  was  one  of  the 
nine  who  organized  the  Congregational 
Church,  the  first  church  in  Jamestown,  in 
1816.  He  continued  all  his  life  a  pillar  in 
that  Congregational  Church,  zealous  for  its 
welfare  and  strongly  attached  to  it.  His 
counsel  and  help  were  frequently  sought  in 
ecclesiastical  matters  in  neighboring  Con- 

gregational Churches,  and  also  throughout 
Western  New  York. 
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Abner  Hazeltine,  Junior,  the  third  son  of 
Abner  Hazeltine,  was  born  March  18,  1836. 
He  was  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  law  from 
boyhood.  While  yet  a  student  in  the 
Jamestown  Academy  he  was  required  in  the 

evenings  to  copy  in  his  father's  office,  in 
long  hand,  as  was  necessary  in  those  days 

ABNER  HAZELTINE.  J». 

before  stenography  and  typewriting  were 
in  use,  the  lengthy  papers  in  Chancery 
suits.  Thus  was  acquired  an  early  familiar- 

ity with  legal  proceedings  that  induced  him 
to  adopt  the  practice  of  the  law  as  a  pro- 

fession. When  prepared  he  joined  the  class 
which  was  graduated  at  Williams  College 

in  1856.    He  then  returned  to  his  father's 

office  and  began  seriously  the  study  of  tne 
law.  He  practiced  civil  engineering  while 
engaged  in  his  professional  studies.  In  De- 

cember, 1860,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
after  completing  a  course  of  study  in  the 
Albany  Law  School. 

He  immediately  joined  his  father  in  prac- 
tice at  Jamestown,  and  succeeded  to  the 

business  at  his  decease.  This  he  has  contin- 
ued to  the  present  time.  He  was  Postmas- 
ter of  Jamestown  from  1864  to  1868.  He 

held  the  office  of  District  Attorney  of  the 
county  for  the  term  1877  to  1881.  He  was 
Police  Justice  of  the  City  of  Jamestown 
1896  to  1902.  For  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century  he  has  held  the  office  of  United 
States  Commissioner.  He  has  been  promi- 

nent in  the  Masonic  Fraternity  for  many 
years.  He  prepared  the  History  of  Free- 

masonry in  Chautauqua  County  that  was 
read  at  the  Centennial  celebration  of  the 
settlement  of  the  county,  held  at  Westfield 
in  1902.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Jamestown 
Chapter,  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 

His  practice  has  been  general,  and  he  has 
been  employed  in  numerous  intricate  and 
difficult  cases.  While  devoted  to  his  pro- 

fession he  has  found  time  to  direct  exten- 
sive agricultural  enterprises.  He  has  large- 

ly engaged  in  developing  and  improving  the 
dairy  interests  of  the  county,  managing  a 
large  dairy  farm,  giving  much  of  his  time  to 
the  improvement  of  this,  the  chief  agricul- 

tural industry  of  the  region  where  he  lives. 
Of  New  England  ancestry  and  education, 

Mr.  Hazeltine  possesses  the  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart  of  a  true  descendant  of  the  Puri- 

tans. He  is  a  student  and  a  gentleman  of 
the  old  school.  The  extent  of  his  reading  is 
wide,  his  fund  of  interesting  knowledge  and 
reminiscences  practically  inexhaustible,  and 
his  appreciation  of  the  best  in  literature, 
scholarship  and  public  affairs  very  marked. 





THE  CHURCHES  AND  CLERGY  OF  THE 

PIONEER  PERIOD  IN  CHAUTAUQUA 

COUNTY. 

BY  REV.  CHALON  BURGESS,  D.  D. 

Looking  backward,  looking  forward, 
looking  upward  are  all  natural  to  man, 
and  each  is  full  of  entertainment  and  in- 

struction. The  pleasures  of  memory, 

the  pleasures  of  imagination,  the  pleas- 
ures of  hope  have  all  been  the  song  of 

the  poet.  It  is  therefore  a  very  pleasant 
task  you  require  of  us  this  day  when  you 
ask  us  to  reverse  our  oars,  and  revisit 

the  scenes  and  shores  of  the  "Long 

Ago."  You  will  indulge  me  to  whom 
this  Centennial  has  brought  my  eighty- 
fifth  birthday  in  looking  backward  upon 
some  of  these  scenes  of  more  immediate 

personal  interest  before  entering  my 

special  subject. 
Let  us  fancy  ourselves  at  the  opening 

of  the  nineteenth  century.  What  do  we 
behold?  The  unbroken  wilderness,  the 
home  of  the  wild  beast  and  the  wild 

Indian.  Two  or  three  years  pass  and  a 
few  clearings  appear.  Stumpy  roads 
are  hewn  out  from  one  settlement  to 

another,  but  there  are  many  cabins  built 
far  away  from  these  roads.  I  remember 
well  the  old  bay  horse  and  saddle  bags, 
and  my  honored  father  seated  thereon, 

endeavoring  to  guide  himself  by  marked 
trees,  that  he  might  bring,  through  the 
noble  art  of  the  physician,  relief  to  some 
suffering  family  dwelling  in  the  deep 
woods.  It  takes  but  a  glance  at  his 

day-book  to  see  the  pitifully  small  fees 
charged  and  the  many,  many  of  them 
unpaid.  I  conclude  he  must  have  been, 
like  other  physicians  of  those  davs,  a 

large  and  generous  almoner  to  the  poor 

and  suffering  pioneers.  His  scientific 
knowledge,  his  medical  skill,  and  his 
general  information  had  fitted  him  for  a 
more  conspicuous  sphere.  But  great 
friendliness  prevailed  among  the  people. 
They  seemed  to  live  for  each  other, 

they  knew  how  to  unite  duty  with  dig- 
nity, merriment  with  helpfulness,  turn 

work  into  play,  and  find  recreation  in  ex- 
tending relief  to  some  one  more  needy 

than  themselves. 

The  American  forest  is  the  acknowl- 
edged wonder  of  the  world,  and  the 

Chautauqua  forest  was  ever  a  good 

specimen.  The  majestic  and  solemn 
pines  of  Poland  and  EUicott,  the  great 

maples  and  beeches  scattered  every- 
where, and  the  immense  black  walnuts 

which  abounded  on  my  father's  farm  and 
gave  name  to  Walnut  Creek  were  in- 

deed a  sight  to  behold ;  but  we  of  Silver 
Creek  have  one  thing  to  boast  of  over 
all  other  portions  of  the  county.  The 
King  of  the  Forest  had  his  dwelling 

among  us.  He  had  his  throne  near  the 
bank  of  Walnut  Creek,  just  by  the  side 

of  the  road  as  you  go  from  Silver  Creek 
to  Fredonia.  One  day  in  April,  1822, 

he  suddenly  laid  down  his  scepter,  (I 

have  it  now  in  my  possession)  and  fell 

to  the  ground.  The  lower  hollow  sec- 
tion was  cut  off,  and  a  vision  comes  be- 
fore me  now  of  the  man  who  rode 

through  it  on  horseback,  and  still  later 
it  was  set  up  as  a  grocery  and  would 
seat  from  twelve  to  fifteen  at  a  time,  and 

give  twice  as  many  standing  room.  I 
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l,;,vi>  hiH'ii  ill  it  !iiaii.\'  limes  and  know 

(•I  what  I  al'firm.  It  was  ultimately  taken 
,,n  rxliibition  to  New  York  City  with 

^roat  tiiiaiu-ial  success,  and  in  1828  it 
was  sold  to  an  iMi^lish  company,  who 
t,„)k  it  to  Lon(h)n  and  put  it  in  one  of 

tlu'  imiseums  of  that  city,  where  it  con- 

st rainc'(l  mail}'  a  lordly  aristocrat  to 
look  with  interest  upon  an  American 
tree  who  would  have  scorned  to  read 
an  American  l)()ok. 

(  )h,  it  is  a  real  pleasure  to  go  back  to 
those  (lavs  of  innocent  gladness;  days 

ot  \()ulh  and  streno'th  and  hope  and 
jov  ;  da\  s  w  hen,  as  Webster  said  of  New 

Idami^shire,  "undisturbed  sleep  could 
be  had  within  unbarred  doors;"  days 
when  there  was  little  dyspepsia  and  no 

insonmia,  when  sleep  "that  knits  up  the 
ra\elled  sleave  of  care,  sore  labor's 

bath,"  stood  ready  to  obey  the  slightest 
call,  when  the  tired  laborer  had  but  to 

])ui  his  head  ui)on  the  i:>illow,  and  knew 
nothing  until  in  the  bright  light  of  the 
next  morning  he  found  himself  made  all 
over  anew.  Ah,  the  vears  that  have 

])ushe{l  us  onward  from  those  halcyon 
shores ! 

The  first  sermon  preached  in  Chau- 

tau(|ua  County,  I  take  to  be  as  follows  • 
At  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Kirkland,  missionary 
to  the  Six  Nations,  found  himself  wan- 

dering on  the  shores  of  Chautauqua 
Lake.  At  nightfall  he  bent  his  steps 
toward  a  light  he  saw  in  the  woods.  He 
found  it  to  be  the  cabin  of  an  Indian 
chief,  where  he  was  hospitably  shel- 

tered. Tn  the  morning  after  a  good 
breakfast  of  venison,  the  chief  asked 
him  to  sit  with  him  on  a  log  in  front  of 
the  cabin.  No  sooner  was  he  seated  than 
he  was  asked  to  move  along.  This  was 
repeated,  until  Kirkland  replied  that  he 
could  not  move  further  without  falling off  the  log. 

"Well,"  said  the  Indian  chief,  "that 
IS  just  the  way  you  white  people  treat 
us.    \\'e  once  owned  all  this  land,  but 

we  have  been  driven  from  place  to  place 

until  there  is  no  place  left.  The  next 

push  will  drive  us  into  the  lakes,  and 

why  are  we  treated  thus?" That  is  what  I  call  the  first  sermon 

preached  in  Chautauqua  County.  It 

was  an  illustrated  sermon,  it  was  a  forci- 
ble sermon,  it  was  a  moving  sermon, 

it  was  an  effective  sermon.  It  had  one 

of  the  grandest  of  subjects.  Christian 

ethics  and  the  rights  of  man.  Hamil- 

ton College  students  know  how  it  affect- 
ed Kirkland  and  how  his  earnest  labor 

for  the  Indians  in  Oneida  County  lay  at 
the  foundation  of  Hamilton  College. 

REV.  SAMUEL  KIRKLAND. 

The  sources  for  the  supply  of  rehgious 
teaching  in  Chautauqua  County  were 

these  four: — the  Congregational  Con- 
necticut Missionary  Society,  the  Pres- 
byterian General  Assembly,  the  ubiqui- 

tous Methodist  Circuit  Rider,  and  the 

faithful  Baptist  Missionary.  Many  ot 

the  earlier  settlers  were  from  New  Eng- 
land, many  from  the  interior  of  New 

York,  others  came  from  the  borders  of 

Pennsylvania.  They  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  religious  services  and  the 

preacher  was  welcome.  They  had  no 

newspapers,  they  had  few  books,  and  a 
sermon  was  a  treat.  In  the  late  Homer 

Centennial  we  are  told  that  a  preacher 
wandering  over  the  new  clearings  came 
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Upon  a  company  of  men  engaged  in  put- 
ting up  a  log  dwelling.  They  immedi- 

ately stopped  work  and  demanded  a 

sermon.  They  led  him  to  a  wide-spread- 
ing oak,  and  he  preached  to  them  a 

short  gospel  sermon,  while  with  rever- 
ent eyes  fastened  upon  him  and  filled 

with  tears  they  gladly  heard  once  more 
the  word  of  God.  So  it  was  doubtless 

in  Chautauqua  County. 
The  first  gospel  sermon  preached  in 

the  county  was  doubtless  by  Rev.  Jos- 
eph Badger  at  the  funeral  of  the  la- 

mented McHenry  in  1803.  This  Rev. 

Joseph  Badger  was  a  missionary  sent 
by  the  Connecticut  Missionary  Society 
to  the  Western  Reserve.  The  Rev. 

Robert  Patterson,  who  had  just  been 

ordained  by  Rev.  Joseph  Badger  and 
others  at  a  meeting  of  Presbytery  in 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  was  about  this  time 

engaged  to  preach  a  quarter  of  the  time 
at  Cross  Roads,  now  Westfield,  the  rest 
of  the  time  services  to  be  maintained 

by  the  use  of  printed  sermons.  At  an 
early  date,  I  cannot  fix  exactly  the  time 

(I  have  the  fact  from  my  father),  that 
eccentric  man,  Lorenzo  Dow,  preached 
occasionally  at  Silver  Creek.  Like 

one  of  the  old  prophets,  he  would  sud- 
denly make  his  appearance,  mount  a 

stump  and  deliver  his  message,  and 
naming  a  time  to  the  day  and  the  hour 

when  they  might  expect  him  again,  as 
suddenly  depart.  I  think  him  worthy  of 

a  better  name  than  that  sometimes  giv- 
en him.  Crazy  Dow.  He  was  a  Bunyan 

in  religious  experience,  had  personal 
fights  with  the  devil  and  won  personal 
victories  over  him.  A  Methodist  in 

belief,  he  was  assigned  a  district  but 
could  not  confine  himself  to  its  narrow 

bounds,  but  felt  moved  by  the  Spirit  to 

go  to  regions  beyond.  He  traveled  ex- 
tensively in  the  United  States  and  went 

twice  to  Europe,  feeling  a  strong  call 
to  preach  to  the  Catholics  in  Ireland. 

He  attracted  great  crowds,  had  some 

successes  and  many  persecutions.  He 

was  a  strange  character,  and  yet  he 
made  a  powerful  impression  and  was 
the  means  of  more  conversions  than 

many  of  the  regular  itinerants.  His  din- 
gy white  hat,  his  long  unshorn  beard, 

his  garments  often  worn  threadbare, 
(and  how  could  they  be  otherwise,  for 
he  traveled  much  on  foot?)  served  to 

attract  attention,  and  his  manifest  un- 

selfishness, taking  only  what  was  of- 
fered him  and  often  declining  even 

that,  gained  him  great  favor  with  his 

hearers.  There  certainly  was  a  sincer- 
ity and  fervor  of  appeal,  a  rude  kind  of 

eloquence,  a  cogency  of  logic,  a  vivid 
description  of  human  temptation  and 
human  danger  and  of  the  motives 
which  should  lead  to  a  regenerate  life, 

that  took  strong  hold  upon  multitudes ; 

and  though  the  church  officials  with- 
drew their  sanction,  he  seemed  not  to 

have  cherished  any  resentment,  but  un- 
iformlv  advised  his  converts  to  unite 

with  the  Methodist  church.  The  cel- 
ebrated Adam  Clarke  is  said  to  have 

looked  upon  him  with  favor,  and  others 

in  high  positions  abroad  counted  them- 
selves as  his  friends.  He  introduced 

camp-meetings  into  England,  and  the 
controversy  over  them  led  to  the  or- 

ganization of  a  new  society  called  the 
Primitive  Methodists.  Born  in  Cov- 

entry, Conn.,  in  1777,  and  dying  in 
Washington  in  1834,  he  put  more  of 

successful  labor  into  his  fifty-six  years 
than  many  men  into  a  much  longer 

period.  From  all  the  sources  of  in- 
formation accessible  to  me,  I  have 

formed  the  opinion  that  Lorenzo  Dow 
and  his  faithful  wife  Peggv  are  worthy 

the  high  esteem  of  all  Christian  people 

for  their  self-sacrificing  labor. 
The  most  distinguished  missionary 

who  labored  in  the  early  settlement  of 

Chautauqua  County,  was  the  Rev.  John 
Spencer.  He  was  of  Spencertown,  New 

York,  a  relative  of  Ambrose  and  Joshua 

Spencer  of  legal  fame,  and  also  of  Icha- 
bod  Spencer,  that  famous  pastor  in 
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r.rooklvn,  aiUlior  of  Pastor's  Sketches. 
Ailrr  se  rvice  in  the  Revohitionary  War 

and  promotion  therein,  he  was  so  op- 

pressed by  I  lie  h)w  state  of  morals  both 

wilhin  and  without  the  army,  that  he 

l,,noed  lo  i)reach  the  gospel  After  a 

short  i)rei)aration  he  was  hcensed  and 

..rdained  by  the  Northern  Associated 

rresl)\  lerv  and  sent  by  the  Connecticut 

Missionary  Society  as  their  missionary 

to  Hohand  Purchase.  From  1808  on, 

for  about  nineteen  years  he  made  Sheri- 
dan liis  home  and  Chautauqua  County 

his  i)arish,  which  then  inchided  much 
more  than  the  Chautauqua  County  of 

tile  ])resent.  He  preached  about  every 

evening,  and  sometimes  a  whole  sermon 

to  a  single  family.  His  sermons  were 

short,  i)ractical,  and  impressive.  His 
manner  of  delivery  was  quite  singular ; 
commencing  with  short  sentences,  he 
would  utter  the  first  word  quite  slowly, 

hastening  on  to  the  close  with  a  special 

accent  on  the  last  word.  Especially  was 

this  the  case  in  prayer.  Children  no- 
ticed it.  His  dress  was  ancient;  knee 

and  shoe  buckles,  short  breeches,  long 

stockings ;  always  wearing  the  same 
kind  of  cloth,  a  black  coat  and  corduroy 

small-clothes.  He  was  remarkable  for 

a  sliar])  twinkle  of  the  eye  which  always 

])rece(led  a  witty  remark  or  reproof. 

Many  anecdotes  of  his  quick  wit  are  re- 
membered of  him.  Among  these,  the 

following  reproof  is  related  by  an  old 
ladv  who  often  heard  him.  Father 

Spencer  was  ])rcaching  in  a  church  built 

with  a  gallery  running  around  its  inter- 

ior. Wdien  the  children  in  the  gallery 
became  somewhat  noisy,  Father  Spen- 

cer looked  u])  at  them  with  a  twinkle 
and  said,  with  his  characteristic  accent 

on  the  first  and  last  words,  "Boys,  bet- 
ter be  still  up  there;  you  will  wake  u]\ 

your  parents."  A  minister  who  once 
heard  him  preach,  said  to  him:  ''Mr. 
Spencer,  I  heard  your  sermon ;  it  is  very 
able;  I  cannot  answer  it,  but  I  do  not 

believe  a  word  of  it."    "I  am  sorry  to 
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hear  you  say  so,"  said  Mr.  Spencer, 
"very  little  of  it  is  mine,  it  was  nearly 

all  of  it  taken  from  the  Bible." 
When  asked  where  he  was  educated 

he  would  reply,  "In  the  Continental 
Army."  A  minister  present  said,  after 

hearing  one  of  his  prayers,  "Father 
Spencer  is  a  giant."  His  daughter 

speaking  of  her  father  said,  "His  only 
chance  for  study  was  when  riding  alone 

in  the  woods.  His  Bible  and  hymn- 
book  were  always  with  him,  and  he 
thus  read  through  the  Bible  eight  times 

while  riding  alone."  He  is  said  to  have 
organized  many  churches,  and  with 
great  labor  kept  these  little  lights  alive 
until  they  could  find  a  regular  pastor. 

He  was  in  every  way  adapted  to  suc- 
ceed in  such  a  field  as  this.  His  good 

common  sense  and  readiness  of  witty 

retort  contributed  largely  to  make  him 
acceptable  and  useful.  Strong  in  bodv 
and  well  able  to  endure  hardships,  like 

the  sturdy  horse  he  rode,  he  shared  the 

fare  of  the  people  with  cheerful  content. 
His  last  place  of  ministerial  labor  was 
Busti.  He  died  there  in  1826,  but  his 

sepulchre  is  with  us  of  the  lake  shore 
Town  of  Sheridan  to  this  day.  We  turn 

reverently  toward  his  monument  every 

time  we  pass  it.  Surely  a  bright  crown 
must  be  his. 

Let  us  now  fancy  ourselves  present 
at  a  religious  service  in  those  early 

days,  say  about  1809.  Notice  has  come 
to  the  hamlet  that  preaching  may  be 
expected  next  Sabbath  morning.  Every 
man,  woman  and  child  becomes,  as  it 

were,  a  telephone  to  spread  the  news 
far  and  wide.  The  Sabbath  morning 
dawns  bright  and  fair.  The  people 

gather  for  miles  around,  but  no  school- 
house  or  other  building  will  hold  them. 
The  meeting  must  be  in  the  open  air. 
A  chair  and  table  are  placed  for  the 

minister.  In  due  time  the  preacher  ap- 
pears. What  sort  of  a  man  is  he?  He 

is  not  a  cloistered  student,  "sickHed  o'er 

with  the  pale  cast  of  thought."    He  is  a 
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man  of  muscle,  nerve  and  good  physical 

strength.  _  He  is  gifted  with  large, 
round-about  common  sense.  He  has 
come  from  bended  knees  in  secret 

prayer.  He  has  asked  and  received  as- 
surance of  Divine  blessing.  He  lays 

his  Bible  upon  the  table,  not  a  Bible 

polychromed  and  covered  over  with  the 

speculations  of  men,  but  an  old-fash- 
ioned Bible,  which  he  believes  and  the 

people  believe  contains  the  will  of  God 
and  is  the  only  sure  guide  to  Heaven. 

He  takes  it  up  reverently,  reads  a  chap- 
ter and  then  engages  in  prayer.  His 

prayer  is  as  one  talking  with  a  friend, 

but  with  pleading  earnestness  and  as- 
sured confidence  of  being  heard.  He 

takes  a  text,  and  as  he  names  it,  he 

seems  to  hear  a  whispering  voice,  say- 

ing, "Preach  the  preaching  I  bid  thee. 
Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the 

end  of  the  world."  Thus  sustained,  he 
tells  the  story  of  the  Cross  with  great 

plainness  of  speech  in  the  language  of 
the  common  people.  He  depicts  the 
danger  and  sinfulness  of  being  without 
God  and  without  hope  in  the  world.  He 

places  before  them  the  gracious  offer 
of  the  gospel,  immediate  salvation  upon 
immediate  surrender,  and  he  demands 
an  immediate  decision.  He  speaks  with 

all  the  earnestness  of  a  lawyer  pleading 
for  the  life  of  his  client,  and  with  the 

tenderness  of  one  who  has  felt  the  dan- 

ger he  describes.  In  short,  he  has  come 
to  win  souls  and  he  wins  them.  There 

are  manv  that  day  who  close  in  with 

the  overtures  of  mercy  and  go  away  re- 
joicing. But  the  sermon  has  not  spent 

its  force  with  the  end  of  the  service.  It 

follows  the  people  to  their  homes  and  to 
their  work  the  next  day  and  the  days 
that  follow.  There  is  little  to  disturb 

their  meditation,  and  it  consequently 
results  that  through  the  contemplation 
of  the  truth  and  through  the  wooing  of 

the  Spirit  many  more  are  won  to  the 
new  life.  We  recall  here  the  remark  of 

a  woman  who  lived  in  those  days,  how 

they  talked  over  the  sermon,  not  to 
criticise,  but  to  practice  it,  how  she 
thought  over  the  sermon  while  at  her 
washing  or  other  household  work.  By 
a  sort  of  fortunate  necessity,  shall  we 

say,  pastoral  work  followed  immediate- 
ly upon  pulpit  effort.  The  preacher 

went  home  to  stay  with  one  of  the  fam- 

ilies over  night.  He  accepted  their  hos- 
pitality and  gratefully  shared  with  them 

their  scanty  resources.  He  knew  thei/ 

hardships  and  became  their  sympathetii ; 
friend  and  adviser.  I  believe  the  above  is 

a  fair  representation  of  the  way  the  Rev. 

John  Spencer  did  his  work.  It  is  little 

wonder  that  a  man  of  his  qualities,  iden- 
tifying himself  with  the  peoi^le  as  he 

did,  a  man  not  complaining  and  gloomy, 
but  cheerful  and  full  of  real  sympathy, 
should  win  the  affection  and  mould  the 

opinions  of  those  pioneers. 
The  preaching  of  those  days,  says 

that  eminent  lawyer,  the  late  O.  W 

Johnson  of  Fredonia,  was  ''earnest,  ter- 
ribly earnest,"  and  I  believe  he  was 

right.  The  preaching  of  those  days  was 

earnest,  indeed,  more  direct  and  press- 
ing for  immediate  action  than  now.  To 

this  end  camp  meetings  among  the 
Methodists  were  much  employed,  and 

among  the  Presbyterians,  four  day 
meetings  and  sacramental  meetings 

continuing  three  days,  Saturday,  Sun- 

day and  Monday.  The  hospitality  re- 
quired on  these  occasions  was  great. 

One  man  is  said  to  have  entertained 

forty  people  for  two  days.  The  spiritual 
harvests  resulting  from  these  efforts 
were  often  very  rewardful. 

I  have  said  the  preaching  of  those 

days  was  earnest.  I  believe  it  was  also 
more  doctrinal  than  now,  so  far  as  rigid 

formality  is  concerned.  It  was  also 

more  sectarian,  often  intensely  sectar- 
ian. Many  of  the  denominations  used 

to  preach  as  though  the  only  sure  way 

to  Heaven  was  through  their  particular 
church.  Indeed,  one  whose  ministry 
borders  on  the  times  of  which  we  speak, 
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sai.l  ill  iiiv  own  i)uli)it,  "Wc  esteemed 

it  our  (liit\ ,  in  those  days,  to  cannonade 

llu-  other  denominations  every  time  we 

entered  the  pulpit,  Imt  we  don't  do  it 
n,,\v;"  and  one  minister  of  the  pioneer 

piM-iod,  l)ein--  i)resent  at  a  sermon  in 
which  the  falsity  of  his  own  views  was 

the  subject  of  the  discourse,  on  bein^ 

asked  to  close  the  meeting-  with  prayer, 

said  churlishly,  "No;  pray  over  your 
own  stuff."  And  yet,  notwithstanding 
all  this  intensity  of  church  feeling,  the 

tie  of  brotherhood  oftimes  rose  super- 
ior to  it.  This  was  especially  true  of 

the  e'ongregational  and  Presbyterian 
churches.  \W  a  method  they  called  the 

'■plan  of  l^nion,"  they  acted  as  es.sen- 
tiall\-  one.  At  one  time  near  the  close 
of  the  ])ioneer  period,  the  churches  of 
lUiffalo  Presbytery  were  nearly  half 

Congregational.  Such  was  the  unity 

of  feeling,  however,  that  when  the  Con- 
gregational churches  of  England  and 

Wales  sent  over  a  deputation  to  con- 
\  e\-  their  salutations  to  churches  of  like 
order  in  this  country,  the  Presbyterians 

received  the  deputation  with  almost  as 

much  of  an  ovation  as  the  Congrega- 
tioiialists  themselves. 

Having  perhaps  sufficiently  described 
the  preaching  of  the  pioneer  period,  it 

may  perhaps  be  well  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  preachers  themselves.  There 

was,  of  course,  occasionally  to  be  found 

a  man  who  would  begin  his  sermon  by 

saying,  'T  am  thankful  that  I  never 
brushed  my  back  against  the  walls  of  a 

college."  His  hearers  did  not  all  unite 
in  that  expression  of  gratitude.  There 
was  the  man  of  more  lung  power  than 
brains,  whose  vociferations  could  be 
heard  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ;  also  the 
man  who  told  us  how  he  had  learne  1  to 
meet  difficulties  in  Scripture.  Said  he, 

*T  have  learned  that  the  best  way  is  to look  the  difficulty  squarely  in  the  face 
for  a  moment  or  two,  and  then  pass  on 
to  what  is  plain," — a  better  way  indeed 
than  to  try  to  explain  what  is  by  nature 
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inexplicable.  I  remember  one  man 

whose  peculiarity  it  was,  that  after  a 

pastorate  of  a  few  years,  he  continued 
writing  sermons  every  week,  even  up 
to  the  time  of  his  last  sickness.  One 

excellent  man,  of  great  activity  and  use- 
fulness, had  by  nature  a  verv  strident 

voice,  and  the  same  sharp,  rasping  voice 

was  apparent  in  prayer  as  in  preaching. 
A  little  girl,  as  she  came  home  from 

hearing  that  man  preach,  asked  her 

mother,  "What  did  that  man  jaw  God 
so  for?"  There  was  one  man  I  remem- 

ber whose  pleasant,  cheerful  look  made 

his  presence  anywhere  a  perpetual  bene- 
diction. His  conduct  was  so  irreproach- 

able that  it  used  to  be  said  of  him  that 

it  was  as  good  as  a  sermon  to  see  the 

Rev.  Joy  Handy  walk  the  streets  of 
Fredonia.  I  remember  well  his  visit  to 

my  Darents,  and  that  when  he  came  to 

go  away  he  took  special  pains  to  fold 
and  unfold  some  empty  bags,  a  polite 

hint  that  his  horse  might  like  a  few  oats  ; 

and  why  should  he  not  give  such  a  hint, 
when  we  consider  the  small  salaries 

paid?  One  church,  for  instance,  which 

now  gives  a  generous  support,  paid  only 

fifty  dollars  a  year  for  the  first  ten  or 
twelve  years.  Ministers  frequently  were 

obliged  to  engage  in  a  little  farming  or 
other  labor  to  eke  out  a  living. 

As  a  general  thing  the  ministers  of 

these  early  days  stuck  to  the  plain,  fund- 
amental things  of  the  gospel,  but  one 

man  with  a  speculative  turn  of  mind 
spent  most  of  the  sermon  one  day  in 
telling  what  would  have  happened  had 
death  never  entered  our  world.  He 

pictured  so  plainly  the  troops  of  colon- 
ies that  would  be  sent  to  the  nearest 

stars,  that  we  could  almost  see  them  as 

they  started  on  their  long  journey.  One 

minister  of  great  excellence  had  a  pe- 
culiar jerky  motion  of  the  head  when 

preaching.  It  at  first  was  not  pleasant, 
but  after  a  little  it  seemed  to  add  to  the 

force  of  his  beautiful  original  thoughts 
rather  than  to  detract  from  them.  So 
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original  were  these  thoughts  that  I  feel 

like  inserting  an  "h"  in  his  name,  chang- 
ing Tinker  to  Thinker. 

REV.  REUBEN  TINKER. 

Among  the  ministers  of  the  early 

pioneer  period  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Wil- 
son, a  Baptist  missionary  from  Ver- 

mont, is  worthy  of  special  mention.  He 
was  very  active  and  useful  in  founding 

Baptist  churches  throughout  the  coun- 
ty. He  lived  to  the  good  age  of  ninety 

and  supplied  churches  nearly  to  the  end 
of  his  Hfe.  The  Rev.  Elisha  Tucker, 

third  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in 
Fredonia,  is  also  worthy  of  mention,  not 

only  on  account  of  his  ministerial  quali- 
fications, but  on  account  of  his  energetic 

and  successful  efforts  to  finish  the  meet- 

ing-house of  the  church  he  served, 
which  edifice  is  believed  to  be  the  first 

church  edifice  built  in  the  county. 

Gregg's  History  of  Methodism  states 
that  "In  1808  a  circuit  was  formed  by 
the  Philadelphia  Conference  called  the 

'Holland  Purchase,'  which  embraced  all 
of  the  State  of  New  York  west  of  the 

Genesee  River,  to  which  Rev.  George 

Lane  was  appointed."  It  says  that  Mr. 
Lane  formed  a  class  in  Sheridan  in 

1808-9.  ''This  was  undoubtedly  the 
first  Methodist  preaching  and  the  first 

class  formed  in  Chautauqua  County, 
which  has,  since  that  time,  been  a  very 

fruitful  field  for  Methodism  and  very 

productive  of  Methodist  ministers." 
Among  the  Methodists,  Rev.  "Billy 
Brown"  was  remarkable  for  his  unusual 
gift  in  prayer,  and  for  his  habit  of 
searching  out  and  elucidating  obscure 

passages  of  Scripture.    He  was  the  first 

M.  E.  CHURCH,  SHERIDAN. 
One  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first  built  in  the  County. 

Methodist  minister  to  preach  regularly 

in  the  county,  coming  to  the  classes  in 
Villenova  and  Sheridan  about  1810. 

Gregg's  History  states  that  a  class  was 

formed  in  Silver  Creek  in  181 2  ;  Young's 
History  gives  it  as  1819. 

The  Methodist  camp-meeting  held  in 
Fredonia  in  181 7  by  Presiding  Elder 

JUDGE  ZATTU  CUSHING. 

James  B.  Finley,  I  notice  because  it 
brings  so  plainly  to  view  the  ready 

courage  of  Judge  Zattu  Gushing.  The 
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loiiL^lis  were  cxceeding-ly  clarin^^  and 

noisy,  and  Mr.  I'inlcy  collared  the  chief 

of  these  rowdies  and  dra.^-.c^ed  him  to  the 
rr;ir  and  doliverei]  hini  to  the  officer, 

who  was  either  nnahle  or  unwilling-  to 

arrest  hini.  Whereupon  Judge  Cush- 

ini:',  who  had  heen  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 

huion,  said,  "1  have  fought  once  for 
lihertx  and  j^eace,  and  I  am  ready  to  do 

it  again."  This  announcement  was 
enough  to  prevent  all  further  disturb- 
ance. 

doing  on  now  to  the  border  of  the 

l)ioneer  period,  Samuel  G.  Orton,  D.  D., 
sliould  l)e  specially  mentioned  as  one  of 
the    most    useful    men    of    the  time. 

SAMUEL  G.  ORTON,  1).  D. 

TTis  evangelistic  and  pastoral  labors 

in  Chautauqua  and  neighboring-  counties 
extended  over  the  whole  period  from 
ICS30  to  1870.  He  was  a  man  of  such 
amiable,  judicious,  and  welbbalanced 
character  as  is  rarely  to  be  found.  He 
possessed  a  nature  that  was  ruled  bv 
the  spirit  of  love.  Both  before  and  after 
he  settled  in  Ripley  he  spent  much  time 
in  revival  meetings,  building  up  the 
churches  of  the  county  very  largely. 
At  Jamestown  his  labors  were  espec- 

ially blessed,  bringing  into  the  new  Pres- 
byterian Church  some  of  the  strongest 

men  of  that  place. 

Among  the  early  Presbyterian  preach- 

ers in  Silver  Creek  personally  known 
to  me  were  Rev.  Abiel  Parmalee,  who 

in  1830-31  supplied  the  firs  t  stated 
Presbyterian  ministry  in  that  region ; 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  SILVER  CREEK. 

and  Rev.  O.  C.  Beardsley,  the  first  pas- 
tor of  the  church  organized  in  1831,  an 

excellent  man,  who  had  the  longest  pas- 
torate (except  one)  in  that  church.  Rev. 

Mr.  Rogers  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter  I 

may  mention  among  Methodist  preach- 

REV.  WILLIAM  HALL. 

ers  in  Silver  Creek  in  whose  preaching 

I  took  a  special  interest.  Rev.  William 
Hall  was  a  Chautauqua  boy,  for  more 

than  sixty  years  a  devoted  Presbyter- 
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ian  missionary  to  the  Indians  on  the 
reservations  near  us.  Rev.  Mr.  Frink, 

a  very  successful  Baptist  minister  of  the 
early  period,  should  also  be  mentioned. 

He  is  said  to  have  baptised  six  hun- 
dred persons,  all  of  whom  had  been 

converted  in  his  own  meetings. 
A  little  later  Dr.  Timothy  Stillman 

had  a  notable  career  among  us.  He 
was  for  many  years  the  stated  clerk  of 

Buffalo  Presbytery.  A  tall  elder  of 
mine  of  six  feet  two  went  to  General 

Assembly  with  him  and  chanced  to  be 

assigned  to  the  same  place  of  enter- 
tainment. As  the  door  opened  to  re- 

ceive them,  the  doctor  introduced  the 

DR.TIMOTHX  STILLMAN. 

elder  and  himself  by  saying,  "Here  you 
have  the  lon^^  and  short  of  the  Bufifalo 
Presbytery but  notwithstanding  his 
small  stature  there  were  as  many  cubic 
inches  of  condensed  Presbyterianism  in 
him  as  in  many  men  of  greater  height. 

He  was  commonly  called  "the  unwritten 

law  of  Presbvtery." 
The  Rev.  William  Waith,  Sr.,  first  a 

minister  at  Ellington,  afterwards  at  Sil- 
ver Creek  and  Ripley,  was  a  genial,  ad- 

mirable man,  a  good  preacher  and  es- 
pecially gifted  in  prayer.  He  was  the 

father  of  Dr.  William  Waith  of  Lancas- 

ter, whom  we  claim   for  Chautauqua 

as  he  grew  up  here,  and  who  has 
achieved  the  remarkable  success  of  a 

pastorate  of  fifty  years  with  the  same 

people,  and  has  begun  his  second  half 

REV.  WILLIAM  WAITH,  SR. 

century  in  the  same  church,  "his  eye 
not  dim  nor  his  natural  force  abat- 

ed." Dr.  Herrick  Johnson,  now  Pro- 
fessor in  McCormick  Theological  Semi- 

DR.  HERRICK  JOHNSON. 

nary  at  Chicago,  was  licensed  at  Riplev, 
and  thus  started  from  Chautauqua 

County  to  his  pre-eminently  successful 
ministerial  career. 
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jaiiu's  r..  Shaw  went  from  the 
rii'.sl)\ UTiaii  cliiirrh  in  Dunkirk  to  his 

hioloni;  pastorale  in  the  l'»rick  Church. 
Koehester,  where  he  l)ecame  one  of  the 

most  (hstini^nished  ministers  of  West- 

cvw  \c\\  N'ork,  widely  known  through- 
out tlie  denomination  and  greatly  be- 

Io\c'd  h\  those  whom  he  served.  He 

ga\  e  to  the  ministry  a  son  of  exceptional 
ahilit\  and  usefulness,  the  Rev.  Dr. 

Augustus  C.  Shaw  of  the  Presbyterian 

C"hurch.  W'ellsboro,  Pennsylvania.  Rev. 

REV.  MEAD  HOLMES 

Mead  Holmes  of  Rockford,  Illinois,  was 

aChautau(|ua  boy  living  in  Sheridan  with 

his  father,  Rev.  Lsrael  Holmes.  Hay- 
ing tinished  his  course  of  study  at  an 

earl\-  age,  he  preached  occasionally  in 
our  county  and  had  charge  of  a  church 
for  some  time  in  Cattaraugus  County. 
Later  he  went  west  and  cHd  a  useful 

work  there  both  in  the  pulpit  and  as  a 
special  w^orker  in  Sabbath  schools.  In 

these  later  years  he  became  the  origi- 
nator of  the  founding  of  the  Mary 

Holmes  Seminary  in  Mississippi  for 
girls  among  the  freedmen,  a  fine  insti- 

tution, named  in  honor  of  his  wife,  for 
which  his  daughter,  Mary  Holmes,  Ph. 
I).,  is  continually  doing  much  from 
year  to  year.  With  all  these  I  have  had 
])ersonal  acciuaintance. 

1  cannot  say  how  early  it  began,  but 
there  came  a  time  toward  the  close  of 
the  pioneer  days  when  the  minister  was 
perched  half-way  toward  the  ceiling  of 
the  church  edifice.  I  have  myself 
preached  in  one  of  these  pulpits  by  ex- 

change. One  minister,  I  am  told,  in  go- 
ing by  way  of  exchange  to  one  of  these 

churches,  went  up  into  one  of  these 
little  box  pulpits,  felt  very  uneasy,  and 

finally  said :  "You  might  about  as  well 
put  a  man  into  a  barrel  and  let  him 

preach  out  of  the  bung-hole,  as  to  put 

him  in  such  a  box  as  this."  If  I  mis- 
take not,  he  went  down  immediately  and 

preached  an  excellent  sermon  right 

among  the  people.  Whether  this  pro- 
duced the  effect  or  not,  soon  after  those 

high  pulpits  came  down.  I  well  re- 
member the  high  pulpit  in  the  chapel  at 

Hamilton  College  and  how  majestic  and 

awe-inspiring  the  form  of  the  President 
appeared.  It  was  remodeled  while  I 
was  there,  and  the  President  looked 

Isr  PRESBYTERIAN  C  H  URC  H ,  J  AME  STO  WN 

benignant  and  human,  as  he  drew  nearer 
to  us. 

I  have  received  reports  from  more 
than  one  hundred  churches,  including 

those  of  the  pioneer  period.  Many  of 
these  reports  are  quite  satisfactory,  but 

others  are  incomplete.  I  have  careful- 

ly copied  the  facts  I  have  secured,-  but 
of  course  I  have  only  time  here  to  give 
you  the  very  briefest  possible  summary. 
It  would  take  several  hours  to  give  the 
whole.  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself 

to  the  strictly  pioneer  churches.  One 
of  these  reports  is  a  very  fine  printed 
history  of  the  Methodist  Episconal 
Church  of  Forestville.  Another  is  the 

full  history  of  the  Baptist  Church  at 
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Westfield,  by  Rev.  A.  M.  Tennant,  who 

had  the  longest  pastorate  of  any  ex- 
cepting the  first.  I  infer  from  the 

reported  membership  that  the  chnrch 

KEY.  A.  M.  TENNANT. 

was  never  more  prosperous  than  now. 
If  there  were  such  histories  of  all  the 

churches,  how  valuable  they  would  be. 
As  it  is,  it  is  impossible  to  get  accurate 

statistics.  In  very  many  cases  the  re- 
ports for  years  are  lost.  In  others  there 

seems  to  be  perfect  indifference. 
Three  of  the  pioneer  churches  were 

organized  in  1808,  one  in  Chautauqua, 
now  Stockton ;  one  in  Westfield ;  and 

one  in  Fredonia.  The  one  in  Chautau- 

qua was  taken  into  the  Town  of  Stock- 
ton when  the  town  was  formed.  It  be- 

gan with  nine  original  members  and  in- 
creased twelvefold  in  the  first  twelve 

years.  I  have  had  the  opportunity  of 
looking  over  the  records  of  this  church 

and  could  but  admire  the  simple-heart- 
ed piety  and  faithful,  continuous  struggle 

to  keep  up  an  organization  in  the  midst 
of  the  poverty  of  the  times.  How  hard 

it  must  have  been  for  preacher  and  peo- 
ple when  they  could  raise  only  $30  for 

half  the  time.  This  Baptist  Church  dis- 
solved itself  by  its  own  vote  in  1846. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  West- 
field  was  organized  a  little  earlier  prob- 

ably than  any  other  in  the  county,  the 

Rev.  John  Lindsley,  a  missionary  sent 

out  by  the  Presbyterian  General  As- 
sembly, officiating.  For  some  reason 

it  fell  into  decline.  A  revival  occurring 

in  Westfield  in  181 7,  this  church  was  re- 
organized. That  was  a  glorious  day 

for  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  West- 
field,  when  Rev.  Johnston  Eaton  and 
Rev.  Phineas  Camp  administered  the 

sacrament  to  forty  persons  in  connec- 
tion with  this  church  and  the  banner 

of  the  Cross  was  lifted  never  again  to 

droop.  It  has  had  many  excellent  pas- 

tors, but  was  probably  never  more  pros- 
perous than  at  present. 

The  Baptist  Church  of  Fredonia  was 
the  result  of  a  covenant  meeting  held 

for  two  or  three  years  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Judge  Zattu  Cushing.  It  was 

organized  by  a  council  held  at  Mr. 

Cushing's  barn.  He  himself  was  made 
a  deacon  and  afterwards  a  preacher. 
The  intelligence,  the  zeal,  and  the  moral 

courage  of  this  man  can  never  be  for- 
gotten. The  same  courage  and  daring 

reappeared  on  the  field  of  patriotism 

in  the  person  of  his  grandson,  Com- 

REV.  WILLIAM  BKADLEY. 

mander  Cushing,  at  the  Merrimac  and 
Albemarle.  The  first  pastor  of  this 

church  was  that  good  man  of  whom  I 
have  elsewhere  spoken,  Rev.  Joy  Handy. 
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riir  rrc'sl)vtcM-ian  Church  of  Fredonia 

was  or-anizcd  in  i(Sio  by  the  Rev.  John 

SpiMictT.    This  church  had  for  its  first 

PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH.  FREDONIA. 
Built  in  1835.    Picture  taken  about  1870. 

])ast()r  that  excellent  man,  the  Rev. 
Saniuel  Sweezy,  and  has  been  favored 

with  many  precious  revivals,  some  of 
tlic  most  important  of  which  occurred 

PROF.  SAMUEL  M  HOPKINS. 

(hirino-  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  William 
Bradley  in  the  thirties.  It  has  since  had 
many  excellent  pastors,  one  of  whom, 

the  Rev.  Dr.  Sylvester  Cowles,  exerted 
much  influence  to  induce  young  men 

to  pursue  an  education  leading  to  the 

ministry,  and  was  prominent  in  the 
work  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 

throughout  this  section  of  the  state. 
Another,  Samuel  Miles  Hopkins,  went 

from  Fredonia  to  a  lifelong  professor- 
ship in  Auburn  Seminary.  During  the 

longest  pastorate,  that  of  Dr.  Wright, 
for  ten  consecutive  years  no  communion 

REV.  EDWIN  S.  WRIGHT.  D.  D. 

season  was  held  without  the  admission 

of  members.  Another  long  and  efficient 
pastorate  was  that  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  L. 
Benton,  later  of  Montrose,  Pennsylvania 

Having  given  special  prominence  to 
the  three  churches  formed  in  1808  and 

that  of  Fredonia  in  1810,  I  shall  be  com- 

pelled to  give  briefer  notice  to  the  re- 
mainder of  the  pioneer  churches.  A 

Congre,2fational  Church  was  organized 

in  Sheridan,  1809,  bv  Rev.  John  Spen- 
cer. The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 

of  Sheridan  is  set  down  as  formed  in 

1809,  the  Rev.  ''Billy  Brown"  being  their 
first  pastor.  I  have  no  report  from  this 

church.  The  Baptist  Church  of  Nash- 
ville is  supposed  to  have  been  organized 

in  181 1  and  is  still  maintaining  services. 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Fredonia  was  formed  in  or  before  1812. 

In  1812  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
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was  formed  in  Villenova  and  one  in 
Charlotte.  Of  the  latter  there  were 

eight  original  members,  one  of  whom 
was  Judge  Burnell,  the  father  of  the 
eminent  lawyer,  Madison  Burnell.  His 
home  was  the  home  of  the  preacher, 
himself  a  local  preacher  about  equally 

versed  in  theology  and  in  law.  In  1814 
a  Baotist  Church  was  formed  in  Ellery, 

from  which  I  have  no  report.  In  181c; 
the  Congregational  Church  of  Kiantone 
was  formed  by  Father  Spencer  with  ten 
members.  This  church  has  had  some  fine 

preachers  and  made  a  vigorous  growth. 
1816  witnessed  the  organization  of  the 

Congregational  Church  at  Jamestown 
by  John  Spencer.  There  were  the  year 
before  only  three  professors  of  religion 
in  that  place.  Hon.  Abner  Hazeltine 
and  Daniel  Hazeltine  were  among  the 

nine  original  members.  Many  personal 
memories  cling  around  this  dear  old 
church  and  its  pastors,  among  whom 

I  enjoyed  especially  close  and  valued 

DANIEJL  HAZELTINE. 

friendship  with  Rev.  Sylvanus  P.  Mar- 
vin, now  of  Woodbridge,  Connecticut, 

who  was  the  efficient  pastor  in  the  early 
fifties,  and  with  Rev.  Thomas  H, 
Rouse  who  succeeded  him.  It  has 

come  down  from  its  hill  indeed, 

but    its     light    is    more    widely  dis- 

tributed from  its  new  and  beautiful 

home  than  before.  In  181 7  four  churches 

were  organized :  A  Baptist  at  For- 
estville ;  a  Baptist  at  Panama,  and  a 

Baptist  and  a  Congregational  at  Stock- 
ton. From  small  beginnings  they  have 

all  made  a  good  increase  and  are  still 

REV.  SYLVANUS  P.  MARV^IN. 

active  and  effective  in  building  up  the 

Redeemer's  kingdom.  In  1818  four 
churches  were  organized  :  the  Congrega- 

tional at  Portland,  a  Methodist  Episco- 
pal in  Harmony,  a  Presbyterian  and  a 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Riplev, 

all  doing  good  work  for  the  Master. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Rip- 
ley had  five  original  members,  but  at 

the  close  of  the  pioneer  period,  forty. 

In  1819  four  churches  were  also  form- 
ed :  a  Baptist  and  a  Free  Methodist  at 

Portland,  a  Baptist  and  an  M.  E.  Church 
at  Busti.  From  this  Baptist  church 
comes  this  statement :  A  Mrs.  Brush, 
a  member  of  this  church,  was  the 

mother  of  eleven  children,  nearly  all  of 
whom  became  Christians.  She  had  six 

grandsons,  four  of  them  Baptist  min- 
isters in  this  country  and  two  foreign 

missionaries.    This  church  has  sent  out 
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twrlvr  niinislcTS  in  all.  1820  added  five 

otIuT  cliiirches:  a  r>a])tist  and  a  Meth- 
odist in  llic  town  of  Chautauqua;  and 

a  ('()ns;rL\^ational  Church  in  Ashville, 
whicli  had  filty-eii^ht  members  in  1830 

and  is  still  |)r()S])erinp;- ;  a  Baptist  and  a 
Mclliodisl  each  in  Gerry,  both  extinct. 

In  iSji  a  llniversalist  Church  was  form- 
cmI  in  Tortland,  and  a  Methodist  Church 

in  W'csttield,  consisting-  of  six  mem- 
bers and  having  the  Rev.  M.  Hatton  as 

minister  in  charge.  This  church  has  a 
beautiful  church  edifice  and  is  in  every 

\\a\  i)rosperous.  1822  witnessed  the 
organization  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in 
Portland.  In  1822  Trinity  Episcopal 

Church  was  organized  in  Fredonia  and, 

in  1823,  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church  in 
Mayville.  Both  are  flourishing-  and  the 
latter  is  ju$t  erecting  a  beautiful  new 
edifice. 

In  1823  the  M.  E.  Church  in  James- 
town was  legally  organized.  Soon  af- 

ter, a  venerable  layman,  Lyman  Crane, 

of  great  magnetic  power  and  gift  in 

LYMAN  CRANE. 

prayer,  became  the  means  of  adding 
largely  to  the  growth  and  stability  of 
the  church.  Successive  revivals  under 
the  ministry  of  Dr.  Peate  and  others 

have  greatly  increased  its  membership, 
until  now  it  is  one  of  the  strongest 

churches  in  Jamestown.  I  have  receiv- 
ed a  very  fine  and  full  report  from  the 

pastor  of  this  church,  which  shows 
the  vast,  varied  and  systematized  work 
which  it  is  daily  carrying  forward. 
These,  with  a  Christian  Church  formed 
in  Delanti,  complete  the  list  of  churches 
strictly  in  the  pioneer  period  up  to  1825. 

Thus  we  have  thirty-five  churches 
formed  in  seventeen  years  by  the  pion- 

eers, which  averages  a  little  more  than 

two  churches  a  year,  while  the  subse- 
cjuent  rate  has  been  about  two  churches 
in  about  a  year  and  a  half.  From  the 

reports  of  the  one  hundred  ten  churches 

(the  whole  number  of  churches  in  Chau- 

tauqua County  since  its  settlement,  I  be- 
lieve to  be  one  hundred  seventy),  I 

find  reason  to  believe  that  at  least  one 
million  of  dollars  has  been  invested  in 

church  plant  and  that  one  hundred 

twenty-five  thousand  dollars  is  annual- 
ly expended  in  carrying  on  the  work. 

Has  any  other  expenditure  yielded  so 
profitable  a  dividend?  I  may  infer  also 
from  the  present  membership  reported 
that  the  ratio  of  church  members  to  the 

entire  present  population  of  our  county 
is  a  little  better  than  one  in  four.  About 

twenty  of  these  church  organizations 
may  be  reckoned  as  extinct,  but  those 
that  remain  in  working  order,  about  one 
hundred  fifty,  include  a  great  variety 

of  denominations  :  Congregational  and 

Presbyterian,  Baptist  regular  and  Free 
Win,  Methodist  Episcopal,  Methodist 

Protestant,  Free  Methodist  and  Wesley- 
an,  Protestant  Episcopal,  Lutheran  in 
its  various  branches.  United  Brethren, 

Christian,  Unitarian,  Universalist,  Cath- 
olic and  Christian  Science.  So  that 

from  the  Calvinistic  core  to  the  outer- 

most fringe  of  Christianity  the  people 
of  our  county  have  been  appealed  to, 
to  join  in  some  form  of  worship  of  their 
common  Creator. 

The  growth  and  the  power  of  the 
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churches  since  the  pioneer  period  has 

been  very  marked  and  gratifying.  The 
Swedish  churches  of  various  denomina- 

tions are  very  flourishing  in  numbers 

and  pecuniary  strength.  More  than 

one-hah  of  the  Swedish  population 
are  church-members.  The  Episcopal 
churches  in  different  parts  of  the  county 

are,  with  scarce  an  exception,  strong 

acceptable  to  the  Master  as  any.  I 

ought  to  say  perhaps  of  the  Chautauqua 
ministry  as  a  whole  that  it  is  a  pious 
and  scholarly  ministry.  The  work  they 
do  is  constantly  giving  evidence  of  their 

piety,  and  the  colleges  testify  to  their 
scholarship  by  the  honors  they  have 

bestowed  upon  so  many  of  their  num- 
ber.   We  think  thev  well  deserve  the 

DR.  JOHN  PEATE. 

and  prosperous.  The  Catholic  churches 

in  some  of  our  towns  show  great  num- 
bers and  wealth. 

Among  the  Hollanders  in  Clymer, 
Christian  work  is  going  forward  very 
successfully,  both  in  their  own  language 

and  ours.  Many  of  the  smaller  denomi- 
nations have  been  doing  work,  if  not 

as  extensive,  perhaps  in  every  way  as 

praise  given  by  Addison,  in  his  recent 
book,  to  the  American  clergy,  when  he 

says,  "They  rank  high  among  the  men 
of  letters  in  our  land."  In  short,  I  may 
say  of  the  reports  as  a  whole,  they  are 
full  of  good  cheer  and  encouragement 

and  will  be  preserved  for  future  use. 
The  preaching  of  this  day  may  justly 

be  said  to  be  different  from  that  of  the 
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pioneer  i)cri()(l.  The  theology  of  our 

time  is  constructed  from  a  dififerent 

view-point  from  that  taken  when  creeds 

were  (h-awn  np  under  monarchical  gov- 
ernments. It  was  perhaps  natural  that 

the  severer  attrihutes  of  God  should 

then  l)e  made  more  i)rominent.  We 

look  at  (iod  now  more  as  He  is  exhibit- 
ed in  the  Xew  Testament,  seated  on  a 

throne  of  grace,  inviting  all  His  children 
to  come  and  obtain  mercy  and  find  grace 

to  help  in  every  time  of  need.  As  the 

cliief  r.il)le  definition  of  God  is  "Love," 

and  we  are  taught  daily  to  say  "Our 
k\ither,"'  these  facts  have  influenced  our 
presentation    of   our   doctrinal  views. 

FIRST  SWEDISH  CHURCH,  JAMESTOWN. 

The  doctrines  remain  in  their  integrity, 
but  how  different  they  appear  when 
viewed  under  the  modifying  influence 
of  love.  The  preaching  of  these  times  is 
not  so  doctrinal  in  statement  as  it  was 
formerly,  but  doctrine  is  woven  into  the 
texture  of  the  sermon  and  often  it  gets 
a  stronger  grip  on  the  conscience  when 
it  comes  by  the  inevitable  inference 
than  it  w^ould  hy  formal  scholastic  state- 

ment. It  is  my  firm  belief  that  there 
never  was  a  time  when  there  was  so 
much  consecrated  intellect  in  the  pulpit 
as  now,  never  a  time  when  there  was  so 
much  eloquent  speech  or  so  many  in- 

structive and  profitable  discourses  in 

the  pulpit  as  now.  It  takes  consummate 
skill  and  downright  earnestness,  yes,  a 

"tongue  of  fire,"  so  to  present  a  truth 
that  it  shall  find  lodgment  and  retain 
its  hold  on  the  mind  that  comes  to  the 

sanctuary  steeped  in  the  Sunday  news- 
paper and  preoccupied  with  things  of 

worldly  business,  so  that  when  Monday 
morning  comes,  it  shall  not  be  swept 

away  by  the  whirl  of  business  or  the 

infinite  variety  of  amusements  that  as- 
sail our  people  at  every  point. 

Let  us  now  take  one  glance  forward 

and  ask  what  we  may  expect  shall  more 
and  more  characterize  the  clergy  and 

the  church  in  the  progress  of  the  cen- 
tury on  which  we  have  just  entered. 

We  have  ceased  to  antagonize  one  an- 
other, but  it  may  be  truly  said  that  a 

great  deal  of  the  force  of  the  church 
runs  ofif  the  loose  pulley ;  that  is,  it  is 
not  harnessed  to  the  great  work  which 

it  has  to  do  ;  but  we  are  moving  towards 
such  a  conservation  of  moral  forces.  I 

believe  the  churches  are  moving  toward 
an  effective  federation,  when  the 

churches  shall  combine  to  evangelize 
the  nations  and  to  do  other  important 

work  in  common.  We  need  and  we  ex- 
pect to  have  more  of  what  may  be  called 

appHed  Christianity.  The  church  of 
the  future  will  not  be  satisfied  with  sim- 

ply swelling  the  census  of  Heaven, 
though  that  is  its  first  and  greatest 
work,  but  will  also  seek  more  to  make 

life  happier  and  nobler  on  earth.  It 
will  do  this  by  combining  its  energy  to 

destroy  the  beverage  liquor  traffic,  to 
root  out  the  vice  of  gambling  and  the 
vice  of  impurity  and  other  immorality, 
so  as  to  make  our  communities  a  safe 

place  for  growing  children  and  to  re- 
move temptation  as  far  as  possible,  thus 

making  immorality  of  every  kind  as 
rare  as  murder  or  any  other  forbidden 
crime. 

And  now  a  single  glance  upward  and 

what  do  we  behold?  "Sweet  fields  be- 

yond the  swelling  flood,"  "a  City  that 
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hath  foundations/'  ''a  river  of  the  water 

of  life,"  a  vast  people  moving  along  its 
banks,  but  in  every  movement  bliss,  in 

every  face  youth,  beauty  and  joy.  No 
one  is  sick  there,  no  need  of  a  physician  ; 

no  disputed  claims,  no  lands  to  be  divid- 
ed, no  crime  to  be  prosecuted.  There 

is  no  need  of  legal  wisdom  or  an  advo- 
cate. Thus  the  only  form  of  work 

which  survives  the  tomb  we  take  to  be 

that  which  has  laid  hold  of  the  spiritual 

nature  of  man  while  yet  in  earthly  pupil- 

age, and  which  must  by  a  moral  neces- 
sity go  on  accumulating  in  power  so 

long  as  that  nature  exists. 

REV.  LEVANT  RATHBURN. 

Now  one  closing  word  as  to  the  for- 
mation and  characteristics  of  our  coun- 

ty. Section  after  section  has  been  cut 

away  as  by  a  lapidary's-  chisel,  until 
having  been  reduced  to  its  present  form 
and  size,  it  may  be  said  now  to  stand 

forth  a  magnificent  jewel  of  just  twen- 
ty-six facets,  each  shining  with  its  own 

peculiar  lustre.  Our  towns  are  just 

twenty-six  in  number,  none  too  many, 
none  too  few,  but  as  the  twenty-six  let- 

ters of  the  alphabet  contain  the  potency 
of  all  our  literature  and  philosophy,  so 

may  it  be  said  that  these  twenty-six 
towns  contain  all  that  may  be  reason- 

ably desired  in  a  happy  and  beautiful 

earthly  life.  There  is  fertility  of  soil, 

there  is  variety  of  scenery,  there  is  large 

water  frontage — land  and  water  are 
made  to  meet  on  one  of  that  series  of 
lakes  the  like  of  which  can  be  found 
in  no  other  land.  Besides  it  has  a  lake 

in  its  own  bosom,  not  surpassed  if  even 

equalled  by  the  famed  lakes  abroad. 
Moreover  our  county  is  one  where  all 
the  harmonies  meet.  However  wild  and 

severe  the  storm  may  be  which  arises 

in  the  west,  it  is  softened  as  it  ap- 
proaches our  shores  and  drops  gently 

upon  us.  No  cyclones  tear  down  our 
dwellings  or  destroy  our  lives,  and 

though  epidemic  and  contagious  dis- 
eases sometimes  break  out  among  us,  it 

is  generally  in  sporadic  cases  and  they 
soon  subside.  Mormon  propagandists 
have  little  or  no  success  here.  Our 

people  still  feel  the  efifect  of  their  early 
training  in  their  heroic  pioneer  period. 

As  a  whole  they  take  a  sensible  view  of 

things  and  seem  firmly  anchored  to  the 
true,  the  beautiful  and  the  good.  It  may 

be  said  that  we  walk  daily  upon  conse- 

crated ground,  made  sacred  by  the  bur- 
ied forms  of  many  heroic  and  godly 

men,  and  also  by  many  brave  and  saint- 
ly women,  for  in  courage  and  fortitude 

and  goodness  the  women  were  perhaps 

the  superior.  We  are  enthused  when 

we  read  of  Sheridan's  ride,  why  should 
we  not  be  enthused  when  we  read  of 

Mrs.  Williams's  ride  across  the  swollen 
Cattaraugus  in  the  midst  of  reckless 
place  of  her  sick  husband?  There  were 
Indians  to  carry  the  mail  to  Buffalo  in 

many  others  equally  brave  though  less 

conspicuous.  I  know  of  one  who  pre- 
sided in  the  household  where  I  grew 

up,  my  own  mother  of  blessed  memory, 
whose  quiet,  unceasing  industry,  whose 

patience  amidst  privations,  whose  al- 
ways hopeful,  cheerful  looks,  no  matter 

what  peril  might  threaten,  and  whose 
serene  triumph  in  the  midst  of  one  of 

the  most  agonizing  forms  of  death,  have 

given  me  such  an  illustration  of  the 
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])rici'k'ss  value  ol  the  Christian's  hope 
as  can  never  fade  from  my  mind.  Oh, 

sonic  of  the  l)est  spirits  tliat  ever  dwelt 

upon  earth  have  dwelt  and  i^'one  from 

(■hantau(|ua  County!  One  other  point 
K'l  uk'  name.  ( )ur  county  has  been 

lifu-d  u])  into  the  knowledo^e  of  the 

world  1)\-  the  inventive  genius  of  its 
citizens,  which  has  caused  its  machines 

to  he  sent  into  many  foreign  lands, 

lu  en  more  by  the  work  of  Bishop  Vin- 
cent and  his  com])eers  in  the  Chautau- 

(|ua  Asseml)l\'  and  the  Chautauqua  Lit- 
erary and  Scientific  Circle,  its  influence 

has  been  extended  to  all  civilized  lands 

and  even  to  the  heathen  world.  It  is 

written  in  the  Scriptures  that  this  man 

"was  born  there,"  as  though  it  were  of 
some  importance  where  a  man  is  born. 

Who  will  not  join  me  in  saying,  "O 
Chautauqua,  beautiful  Chautauqua, 
mother  of  assemblies  and  mother  of 

good  men,  I  am  glad,  yea,  I  am  proud 

that  I  was  born  on  thy  soil !"  And  as 
we  look  into  the  opening  century,  may 

we  not  express  the  hope  that  all  the  peo- 
ple of  Chautauqua  will  so  cultivate  the 

virtues  of  our  noble  ancestry  and  so 

perform  every  civic,  moral  and  Chris- 
tian duty,  that  when  the  century  closes 

it  may  be  truly  said  in  the  language  of 

Whittier,  that,  "The  new  cycle  shames 

the  old." 

BOX  PITL,PIT. 



JACOB  BURGESS,  M.  D. 

1775— 1855. 

Dr.  Jacob  Burgess — The  Burgess  family 
in  America,  with  few  exceptions,  trace  their 
lineage  to  one  of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  Thom- 

as Burgess,  who  coming  from  England  in 
1630,  settled  in  Sandwich,  Cape  Cod,  in 
1637.  His  descendants  have  reason  to  re- 

spect and  admire  him  for  his  intelligence, 
his  piety  and  his  liberal  opinions.  He  was 
so  far  in  advance  of  his  times  in  respect 
to  religious  liberty  that  he  was  in  open  and 
strenuous  opposition  to  the  persecution  of 
the  Quakers.  He  had  four  sons  and  one 
daughter,  and  the  many  thousands  of  Bur- 

gesses scattered  over  this  country  find  their 
descent  in  one  of  these  sons.  The  famous 

Tristam  Burgess  of  Rhode  Island  was  de- 
scended from  John,  the  second  son  of  Thom- 

as; also  Dr.  Jacob  Burgess,  the  subject  of 

this  sketch,  son  of  Josiah  Burgess  of  Lanes- 
boro,  Massachusetts,  traces  his  ancestry 
back  to  this  same  John. 
Jacob  Burgess,  M.  D.,  was  a  native  of 

Berkshire  County,  Massachusetts,  and  was 
born  in  Lanesboro,  March  30,  1775.  His 
father,  dying,  left  a  large  family  and  Jacob 
had  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world. 

In  his  early  years  he  learned  the  cooper's 
trade  and  also  spent  considerable  time  in 
teaching  school.  As  he  reached  mature 
manhood  he  turned  his  attention  to  the 

study  of  medicine.  Having  acquired  suffi- 
cient knowledge  of  Latin  by  taking  private 

lessons  from  one  of  the  faculty  of  Williams 
College,  he  put  himself  under  the  guidance 
of  Dr.  Burbank  of  Lanesboro.  William  H. 

Tyler,  who  afterward  became  a  noted  phy- 
sician of  North  Adams,  was  for  some  time 

his  associate  in  study;  and  his  favorite  sis- 
ter, Mary  Taylor,  Doctor  Burgess  married 

March  6th,  1809. 
Doctor  Burgess  finished  his  medical  stud- 

ies under  Doctor  Jarvis  of  Troy,  and  began 

practice  in  Hancock,  New  York,  a  little  vil- 
lage; just  over  the  western  border  of  Massa- 

chusetts. Induced  by  relatives  who  had 
preceded  him,  he  removed  in  1811  to  Silver 
Creek,  then  called  Pomfret,  afterward  Fay- 

ette, and  still  later,  as  now,  Silver  Creek. 
Here  he  was  the  first  physician.    The  few- 

ness of  the  people,  the  privations  of  the 
wilderness  and  the  disturbances  caused  by 
the  War  of  1812,  formed  a  dreary  outlook, 
but  the  friendliness  of  the  people  and  a 
growing  practice  held  him.  He  purchased 
six  acres  of  land  in  what  is  now  the  heart 
of  the  Village  of  Silver  Creek  and  built 
thereon  the  usual  log  cabin,  which  was  soon 
replaced  by  a  frame  dwelling.  He  also 
bought  a  farm  of  more  than  one  hundred 
acres  on  Walnut  Creek,  containing  many 
walnut  trees  only  less  in  size  than  the  fam- 

ous "Big  Walnut." 
The  practice  of  medicine  in  those  early 

days  involved  much  hardship  and  exposure. 
Many  and  many  a  patient  could  be  reached 
only  by  walking  or  riding  through  the  woods 
aided  by  marked  trees  and  amid  the  howl- 

ing of  wild  beasts.  The  pitifully  small  fees 
charged  and  the  great  numbers  of  unpaid 
accounts  show  that,  like  other  physicians 
of  those  times.  Doctor  Burgess  must  have 
been  a  large  and  generous  almoner  to  the 

poor  and  suffering  pioneers.  Heaton's  Early 
History  of  Hanover  says  of  Doctor  Burgess 
at  this  time  "In  the  commencement  of  his 
practice  here  he  resolved  to  respond  to  all 
calls,  as  far  as  it  was  in  his  power  to  do, 
whether  there  was  a  probability  of  his  ever 

being  recompensed  for  it  or  not."  He  was 
equally  kind  to  white  man  or  Indian,  and 
once  kept  a  poor  burned  Indian  for  three 
months  in  his  own  house  to  care  for  him. 

"The  doctor  said  it  was  a  human  being  he 
was  attending,  that  was  all  it  was  neces- 

sary for  him  to  know."  ^^''ithin  half  a  year 
after  his  coming  to  Silver  Creek,  the  doc- 

tor's practice  included  patients  sixteen 
miles  distant,  and  he  had  been  invited  to 
settle  at  Mayville  or  Westfield,  where  there 
was  need  of  a  physician.  He  continued, 
however,  in  practice  in  Silver  Creek  until 
near  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  life,  when  with 
a  bare  competence,  he  retired  after  forty 
years  of  continuous  practice  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days  on  his  farm,  dying 
April  15th,  1855,  in  his  eightieth  year.  His 
wife  survived  him  about  four  years. 

HiJ3a}55e3ixa^:JMXiXi»KSKKKacxcg«E»Km 
He  was  the  father  of  three  children,  the 
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eldest,  Zada  Burgess,  married  Warren  Mont- 

gomery; the  next,  Czarina  Burgess,  became 

the  wife  of  Samuel  Scoville;  both  had  their 

lifelong  residence  in  Silver  Creek.  The  son, 

Rev.  Chalon  Burgess,  closed  a  ministry  of 

more  than  forty  years,  his  last  pastorate 

being  that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Silver  Creek  from  1875  to  1891. 

Ltoctor  Burgess  was  a  man  of  great  en- 

ergy, quick  decision,  large  general  informa- 
tion, with  a  mind  full  of  legendary  lore  and 

historic  fact,  which  with  his  sprightliness 

of  manner  and  remarkable  clearness  of 

voice  made  him  a  charming  conversation- 
alist when  leisure  allowed  him  to  spend 

time  in  that  way. 
He  lived  a  laborious  and  useful  life  and 

did  much  to  smooth  the  way  and  lessen  the 
trials  of  the  early  settlers  of  our  county. 
His  scientific  acquirements  and  medical  skill 
justly  deserve  the  recognition  given  in 
Young's  History,  "A  man  of  science  and  a 
skillful  physician." 

The  following  are  extracts  from  early  let- 
ters of  Dr.  Jacob  Burgess,  giving  some  ac- 

count of  pioneer  life  and  especially  of  the 
dangers  to  settlers  during  the  War  of  1812. 

Mr.  Samuel  Tyler, 
New  Ashford,  County  of  Berkshire, 

Massachusetts  State. 
Honored  Sir: 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  we 
are  at  present  in  tolerably  good  health.  I 
have  bought  six  acres  of  land  of  Artemas 
Clothier.  He  had  half  an  acre  cleared  off 
and  sowed  with  turnips  last  summer.  I 
have  been  to  work  on  it  since  I  bought  it 
and  have  chopped  down  the  trees  and  piled 
up  the  brush,  to  burn  off  in  the  spring, 
of  about  four  or  five  acres.  I  intend  to  plant 
about  five  acres  with  corn  and  potatoes  and 
without  hiring  any  of  the  work  done,  that 
I  may  have  pork  enough  next  fall.  This  is 
a  most  excellent  country  for  corn.  Corn 
sells  at  fifty  cents  a  bushel,  wheat  one  dol- 

lar. Pork  sells  at  eight  dollars  a  hundred; 
beef  at  six.  For  cows  they  pretend  to  ask 
from  twenty-five  to  thirty  dollars.  I  bought 
potatoes  of  Artemas  and  helped  him  dig 
them  and  gave  him  two  shillings  and  nine 
pence  a  bushel. 

I  expect  to  build  a  loghouse  in  the  spring. 
I  have  chopped  the  logs  for  my  house  and 
have  contracted  with  a  man  who  is  owing 
me  to  draw  them  to  the  spot  of  building.  I 
believe  you  could  better  your  interests  by 
coming  out  here,  if  you  could  put  up  with 
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the  inconveniences  of  a  new  country.  You 
may  buy  improved  land  cheap,  for  some  of 
the  first  settlers  begin  to  find  they  cannot 
pay  for  their  land  without  selling  some. 
It  is  very  easy  land  to  cultivate,  as  there  is 
no  stone.  I  strike  my  ax  into  the  ground  as 
quick  as  in  a  stick  of  wood,  and  never  dull 

it  any  more  in  the  one  than  the  other.  *  * 
*    I  subscribe  myself. 

Your  dutiful  son, 
JACOB  BURGESS. 

Pomfret,  County  of  Chetauque,  January 

7,  1812. 

Again  August  4,  1812: 

"We  are  much  in  the  wilderness,  and  we 
have  nothing  to  defend  ourselves  with,  but 
we  have  met  and  elected  ofl[icers  and  raised 
a  company  of  volunteers  who  are,  if  danger 
appears,  to  guard  our  shore.  The  Indians 
at  Cattaraugus  and  at  Buffalo  have  enlisted 
as  American  soldiers  under  two  captains 
from  their  own  tribes.  They  receive  the 
same  wages  as  our  soldiers.  They  are  much 
pleased  about  it,  too.  There  have  been 
two  men  taken  up  here  as  British  spies, 
about  twelve  miles  east  of  us.  We  shall 
stay  until  we  are  obliged  to  quit.  I  shall 
not  leave  my  corn  and  other  things  I  have 
growing  till  I  see  some  danger  assail  us. 
Were  it  not  for  war,  I  should  think  myself 

independently  happy  as  is  the  lot  of  men — 
in  a  house  of  my  own,  surrounded  with  a 
great  plenty  of  the  vegetable  world,  all  that 
is  necessary  to  support  animal  life. 
With  great  reluctance  I  should  quit  at  this 

crisis." Pomfret,  September  27,  1812. 
Dear  Parents: 

An  opportunity  of  conveyance  through  the 
hand  of  Ira  Clothier  enables  me  to  state  to 
you  our  circumstances,  which  render  the 
prospect  of  our  stay  in  this  country  much 
longer  very  uncertain.  I  hope,  however,  my 
fears  will  subside  without  anything  more 
than  we  have  already  witnessed.  I  will 
state  the  circumstances  and  then  you  may 

judge. 
"We  live,  you  know,  very  nigh  the  shore 

of  the  lake,  very  easy  to  be  plundered  by 
the  British;  all  that  hinders  is  their  good 
will,  or  else  it  must  be  our  army  of  soldiers, 
about  twenty-six  men  to  guard  many  miles 
of  lake  shore.  But  notwithstanding  this 
numerous  and  powerful  band  the  British 
have  lately  landed  eight  or  ten  miles  east 
of  us,  and  plundered  three  or  four  houses 
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of  pork,  bedding,  whiskey  and  wearing  ap- 
parel; they  plundered  one  wagoner  loaded 

with  leather,  knocked  him  off  down  on  the 
beach,  and  took  about  forty  dollars  in  cash 
besides  his  load  of  leather  from  him.  They 
stopped  several  other  wagons,  and  took 
some  things  from  them,  particularly  a  band- 

box with  a  bonnet  and  cap  or  two,  and  cut 
the  man's  arm  with  the  sword.  We  are  ex- 

pecting they  will  be  over  again  soon,  when 
it  may  be  our  turn  to  share  a  like  or  worse 
fate;  but  we  hope  not.  They  lay  off  there 
two  or  three  days  with  their  ship  and  three 
boats;  and  they  took  one  of  our  salt  boats 
loaded  with  salt;  after  that,  the  wind  blew 
so  strong  from  land  they  were  obliged  to 
sail  back  to  their  own  shore. 

"In  consequence  of  such  a  proceeding 
many  are  moving  away.  If  times  don't  alter 
for  the  better  before  spring,  I  mean  to  move 
back  till  I  think  I  am  safe.  But  I  shall  stay 
if  possible,  for  I  like  the  country.  Polly  says 
she  means  to  stay  and  risk  her  property. 

"Yesterday  the  British  undertook  to  land 
at  Canadaway,  about  twelve  miles  beyond 
us.  Our  men  at  that  place  fired  upon  them, 
so  they  sailed  down  the  lake  past  us  to- 

wards Buffalo;  waiting,  I  suppose,  to  plun- 
der where  they  did  the  other  plundering." 

"I  hope  this  will  find  you  in  health  as  it 
leaves  us.  We  wish  you  to  write  as  soon 
as  you  get  back  from  Black  River,  that  we 
may  hear  how  they  do  there.  The  precari- 

ous state  of  things  with  me  this  summer 
will,  I  hope,  prove  a  sufP<iient  apology  for 
the  distracted  appearance  of  my  letters.  I 
remain 

Your  dutiful  son, 
JACOB  BURGESS. 

Hanover,  January  22,  1814. 

Respected  Parents: 

Jesse  Clothier  arrived  after  nine  days' 
journey  on  Thursday.  The  principal  news 
we  have  at  present  is  that  we  survive  the 
depredations  of  the  enemy  on  the  borders 

of  our  country;  but  we  know  not  how  long 
we  may  enjoy  our  tranquillity;  we  were 
much  alarmed  when  Buffalo  was  so  basely 
given  up  to  the  British;  we  expected  to  run 
and  leave  all  but  what  I  could  carry  on  my 
back.  I  came  very  near  sending  Polly  and 
her  child  to  the  Ohio;  she  was  going  in  a 
wagon  with  three  other  families  who  ex- 

pected to  start  immediately;  others  went  to 
making  sleds  to  move  west.  There  have  but 
few  families  gone,  and  we  begin  to  think 
we  may  yet  be  safe  here,  should  the  lake 
not  freeze  across  this  winter.  I  expect  it 
will  not,  as  it  has  not  been  frozen  any  yet. 
We  have  had  a  very  agreeable  winter  so 

far.  I  am  fully  persuaded  the  winters  here 
are  much  warmer  and  the  summers  less  hot 
than  in  Berkshire.  I  should  like  this  coun- 

try better  and  better  if  I  had  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  business  in  the  medical  line. 
But  if  the  war  would  let  the  country  settle 
as  rapidly  as  it  did  about  the  time  I  came 
here,  I  should  have  enough  to  do.  I  now 
spend  the  most  of  my  time  at  farming. 
Should  we  not  be  disturbed  we  are  in  a  way 
to  live  well  enough. 

Your  dutiful  son, 
J.  BURGESS. 

In  another  letter  he  refers  again  to  the 
American  flight  from  Black  Rock  and  Buf- 

falo, and  the  burning  of  Buffalo  by  the  Brit- 
ish. 

"Polly  cooked  up  all  her  provisions  for 
the  journey  to  the  Ohio,  after  that  shameful 
transaction  which  committed  Buffalo  to  de- 

struction. I  was  agoing  to  send  her  with 
other  people  who  were  preparing  to  go  there 
for  safety,  and  was  agoing  to  stay  here 
myself  to  take  care  of  my  cattle.  Every- 

body went  to  making  sleds  to  move  their 
families;  but  before  they  were  ready  we 
began  to  understand  the  force  that  came 
against  our  men  at  Black  Rock  were  greatly 
inferior  to  ours,  and  we  all  abandoned  the 
idea  of  going  again  till  we  see  another  Buf- 

falo caper,  which  I  pray  God  to  prevent." 

REV.  CHALON  BURGESS,  D.  D. 

1 817—1903. 

Rev.  Chalon  Burgess,  for  many  years  pas- 
tor of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Silver 

Creek,  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Tyler)   Burgess,  and  was  born  at  Silver 

Creek,  in  the  Town  of  Hanover,  June  24, 
1817.  He  received  his  early  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Silver  Creek,  after 
which  he  attended  Fredonia  Academy  and 
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then  ontcrod  Hamilton  College,  from  which 

he  was  graduated  in  the  first  grade  of  schol- 
arship in  IS44.  After  spending  several  years 

in  t(>aching— first  in  one  of  the  public  schools 

of  Buffalo,  and  then  as  Principal  of  the 

Union  School  of  Nunda,  New  York,  he  en- 
tered Auburn  Theological  Seminary,  from 

which  he  graduated  in  1849.  During  the 
summer  of  '48  he  was  engaged  in  mission- 

ary work  on  the  Genesee  Valley  Canal, 
which  was  very  fruitful  of  good  results.  In 
1850  he  commenced  ministerial  labors.  On 
account  of  ill  health  he  declined  some  im- 

portant work  offered  him  and  assumed 
charge  of  the  small  Congregational  Church 
at  Little  Valley,  New  York,  where  his  work 
extended  over  a  period  of  eleven  years. 
From  Little  Valley  he  was  called  to  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Panama,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  for  fifteen  years,  lack- 

ing three  months.  While  there  he  had 
charge  also  of  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Ashville  for  five  years.  In  November, 
1875,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Silver  Creek,  the  place  of  his 
nativity.  This  church  he  faithfully  served 
until  his  resignation.  May  1,  1891.  During 
his  pastorate  the  church  membership  was 
increased  from  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
to  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

June  2,  1853,  Mr.  Burgess  was  married  to 
Emma  J.  Johnston,  daughter  of  Rev.  Charles 
Johnston,  of  Ovid,  Seneca  County,  New 
York,  who  survives  him.  They  had  six 
children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Charles  Jacob  died  of  pneumonia  just  as  he 
was  about  ready  to  enter  college.  Those 
living  are:  Edward  Sandford,  (A.  B.,  Ham- 

ilton, 1879;  Ph.  D.,  Columbia,  1899,)  pro- 
fessor of  Natural  Science  in  the  Normal 

College  of  New  York  City;  Theodore 
Chalon,  (A.  B.,  Hamilton,  1883;  Ph.  D., 
University  of  Chicago,  1898,)  Dean  and 
Professor  of  Greek  and  Latin  in  Bradley 
Piolytedlinic  Institute,  Peoria,  Illinois; 
Sarah  Julia,  (A.  B.,  Wellesley,  1894;  A. 
M.,  Radcliffe,  1901,)  until  recently  a  teacher 
in  the  Silver  Creek  High  School. 

Rev.  Chalon  Burgess  was  a  fine  scholar, 
a  logical  and  pleasing  speaker,  a  courteous 
gentleman.  He  was  a  decided  Prohibition- 

ist in  political  opinions.  He  was  the  author 
of  numerous  published  sermons  and  papers. 
Request  was  repeatedly  made  for  publica- 

tion of  his  comforting  funeral  addresses, 
and  of  those  comprehensive  surveys  of  the 
year  which  formed  his  Thanksgiving  ser- 

mons; of  sermons  upon  special  events,  as 

that  on  the  death  of  Abraham  Lincoln;  and 
of  his  historical  sketches  of  public  schools, 
churches  and  Sunday  School  work. 

From  the  New  York  Evangelist  we  quote: 

"Buffalo  Presbytery  has  furnished  two  strik- 
ing exceptions  to  the  proverb,  *A  prophet 

is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own  coun- 

try and  in  his  own  house.'  The  exceptions 
are  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Grosvenor  W.  Heacock, 
who,  born  and  reared  in  Buffalo,  became  one 
of  the  most  honored  and  beloved  ministers 
the  city  ever  had,  and  the  Rev.  Chalon 
Burgess,  who,  born  and  reared  in  Silver 
Creek,  has  just  closed  in  that  village  a  most 

useful  and  honorable  pastorate." 
From  the  local  paper:  "Of  Rev.  Chalon 

Burgess  we  are  led  to  say  in  the  words  of 

the  Apostle,  'He  has  fought  a  good  fight;' 
and  after  forty  years  of  service  in  the 

Lord's  vineyard,  he  seeks  retirement  in  a 
community  which  honors  and  respects  him 
as  a  profound  scholar,  a  keen  thinker,  an 
upright  Christian.  He  has  stood,  lo,  these 
many  years  a  pillar  in  our  midst,  a  citizen 

of  whom  all  are  proud." 
After  Mr.  Burgess'  retirement  from  the 

ministry  he  continued  to  reside  in  Silver 

Creek,  devoting  his  time  to  study  and  liter- 
ary research,  occasionally  contributing  arti- 
cles to  the  religious  papers  or  to  historical 

publications,  also  frequently  preaching  in 
Silver  Creek,  Westfield  and  other  neighbor- 

ing places.  Some  years  ago  Park  College 
honored  him  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity.  He  was  able  to  lead  a  life  full  of 
activity  and  of  unimpaired  mental  vigor 
nearly  to  the  end  of  his  life.  After  a  very 
brief  illness  he  died  at  his  home,  near  the 
exact  spot  of  his  birth,  in  Silver  Creek, 
February  4,  1903,  beloved  by  the  people 
among  whom  he  had  labored.  From  the 
Christian  Work  and  Evangelist  of  February 

28,  1903,  the  following  is  taken*. 
"Buffalo  Presbytery  has  lost  one  of  its 

most  honored  members  in  the  death  of  Rev. 
Chalon  Burgess,  D.  D.,  on  February  4,  1903, 

in  the  eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age.    *    *  * 

"At  college  and  at  Auburn  Seminary  and 
throughout  his  ministry  his  reputation  was 
that  of  an  excellent  scholar,  a  clear  thinker, 
a  vigorous  writer,  a  man  of  balanced  and 
sober  judgment  and  sincerely  devoted  to  the 
work  of  his  profession.  He  was  often  in 
demand  for  addresses  on  special  occasions, 
and  only  last  June  delivered  at  Westfield, 
New  York,  a  lecture  on  the  Pioneer  Period 
of  Chautauqua  County,  which  for  its  interest 
and  impressive  elocution  will  be  long  re- 
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membered.  *  *  *  Doctor  Burgess's  was 
a  beautiful  character — strong,  intelligent, 
earnest,  godly,  affectionate.  As  one  re- 

marked at  his  funeral:  'His  hold  upon  the 
doctrines  of  the  Christian  faith  was  neither 

that  of  a  riveted  link,  nor  that  of  a  detach- 
able hook,  but  that  of  a  living  hand,." 

From  an  article  by  Mrs.  M.  H.  Fairchild 
in  the  memorial  number  of  the  Silver  Creek 
Gazette  the  following  extract  is  made: 

"England  boasts  with  a  justifiable  pride 
of  one  who  graced  the  last  century  as  her 

'Grand  Old  Man;'  and  with  equal  pride  and 
truthfulness  this  lesser  community  can  make 
a  like  honorable  claim. 

"Had  an  outside  or  unacquainted  listener 
been  present  at  the  memorial  services  held 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  last  Friday,  and 
heard  all  the  loving  tributes  there  paid  to 
the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Chalon  Burgess, 
he  might  have  felt  that  they  were  over- 

drawn laudations  to  the  dead.  But  not  one 
thought  like  this  entered  the  mind  of  an 
individual  in  that  large  congregation.  They 
were  so  conscious  of  the  man  that  had 
walked  in  his  Christian  integrity  among 
them  for  years,  that  no  such  portrayal  of 
his  character  could  seem  like  anything  but 
a  just  and  faithful  retrospect  of  a  life  they 
had  so  long  reverenced. 

"When  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cleaveland  of  Fre- 
donia  drew  his  vivid  picture  of  the  ideal 

Christian,  we  said  in  our  hearts,  'He  was 
that.'  When  the  seminary  classmate,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Waith  of  Lancaster,  with  the  ten- 

der emotion  of  a  lifelong  friend,  told  of  all 
the  early  promise  which  he  recollected  of 
his  nobility  of  character,  we  knew  that  it 
was  true,  because  we  had  seen  the  fulfilment 
in  the  ripened  years  of  his  usefulness.  As 
Doctor  Ward  spoke  feelingly  of  his  tender 
sympathy  and  the  material  aid  he  gave  to 
poor  and  struggling  churches  in  the  Pres- 

bytery of  Buffalo,  we  could  well  believe  his 
words,  for  the  Silver  Creek  Church  had 
been  a  frequent  beneficiary  by  his  generous 
giving  in  service  and  in  money. 

"We  felt,  too,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tennant 
had  had  close  views  of  him  when  he  recalled 

his  intellectual  worth,  his  espousal  of  un- 
popular reform  measures — notably  the  tem- 
perance cause,  which  was  ever  an  object  of 

his  special  solicitude.  We  knew,  too,  that 
he  had  listened,  as  we  had,  to  his  impressive 
Thanksgiving  sermons,  when  he  led  his 

congregation  to  contemplate  the  nation's 
blessings  and  its  perils.  His  reference  to 
the  genial  wit  that  made  weddings  pleasant. 

and  all  merrymakings  glad,  awoke  memories 
in  a  hundred  homes  where  he  had  entered 
with  good  cheer  and  left  with  benedictions. 

"We  knew  with  great  assurance  how  his 
successors  in  the  ministry  in  the  church 
of  his  choice,  had  ever  found  in  him  the 
fatherly  friend  and  the  sympathetic  counsel- 

or. No  relationship  could  have  come  nearer 
to  that  of  father  and  son  than  did  that  be- 

tween the  old  pastor  and  the  Rev.  B.  M. 

Sharp  during  the  ten  years  of  the  latter's 
ministry  in  Silver  Creek.  The  present  pas- 

tor, the  Rev.  J.  I.  Cleland,  gave  tender 
testimony  of  the  same  affectionate  inter- 

course during  the  year  and  more  of  their 
acquaintance. 

"Broad  and  generous  as  were  all  these 
testimonials,  one  could  still  feel  there  were 
innumerable  paths  where  his  tender  im- 

pulses led  him,  the  history  of  whose  quiet 

ways  would  never  be  chronicled." 
About  a  year  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Bur- 

gess, a  memorial  volume  appeared,  contain- 
ing a  portrait,  biographical  sketch,  me- 

morial addresses,  selections  from  his  ser- 
mons, and  tributes,  many  in  number,  from 

fellow-ministers,  members  of  his  various 
parishes,  and  other  friends.  Among  these 
tributes  are  the  following: 

"One  felt  in  his  presence  that  spiritual 
uplift  that  comes  from  those  who  'walk  with 
God'."  "He  could  be,  as  so  very  few  can, 
orthodox  without  being  narrow,  scholarly 

without  being  pedantic,  judicial  without  los- 
ing sympathy.  He  was  ideal  as  a  pastor, 

as  a  gentleman  and  as  a  man."  From  a 
friend  of  the  Panama  pastorate,  who  wrote 

later,  "When  quite  a  small  girl  I  remember 
hearing  a  good  deacon  in  the  Baptist  church 
say  he  knew  of  but  one  thing  against 
Brother  Burgess.  He  said  the  Bible 

read,  'Woe  unto  you  when  all  men  speak 
well  of  you;'  yet  in  Mr.  Burgess's  case  it 
seemed  to  bring  nothing  but  blessing." 
From  Mrs.  John  Hamilton  of  Fredonia: 

"He  was  so  faithful,  true  and  generous  in 
his  friendship;  so  uniformly  kind  and  cour- 

teous in  his  demeanor,  so  gentle  of  speech, 
so  beneficent  of  mind,  so  able  and  impartial 
in  counsel,  in  virtue  so  rich,  in  intellect  so 
keen,  in  learning  and  research  so  broad  and 
accurate  that  he  made  a  friend  of  priceless 
worth.  *  *  *  Who  of  us  who  intimately 
knew  and  loved  this  man  of  rare  attain- 

ments, of  beautiful  culture,  of  lovely  spirit, 
and  who  shared  his  friendship,  will  ever 
forget  his  family  altar  prayers  of  faith  and 
trust?    For  he  talked  with  God  as  a  man 
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talketh  with  his  friend;  and  we  believe  that 

'At  last— he  who  so  loved  the  Master  and 

longed  for  His  coming,,  has  gone  to  meet 
Him  in  His  own  city,— and  has  met  him  at 

the  ojuMi  i;ateH  of  pearl.'  " 
From  the  Re\  Dr.  A.  C.  Shaw  of  Wells- 

boro,  Penn:  "In  the  pleasant  seasons  of 
life  his  presence  brought  new  joy,  in  sorrow 
his  presence  brought  consolation,  in  the 
worship  of  the  sanctuary  his  presence 
brought  strength  and  beauty.     He  was  a 

complete  embodiment  of  one's  ideal  of  a 
Christian  man  and  a  preacher  of  the  gospel 

of  Christ,  one  of  the  Lord's  noblemen,  a 
genuine  Prince  in  Israel,  a  man  who  could 
be  justly  regarded  with  no  feelings  but 
those  of  admiration  and  love.  His  life  was 
a  long  and  glorious  day,  fresh  from  the  hand 
of  God,  and  the  evening  was  brighter  than 
the  morning.  His  memory  is  a  rich  and 

fruitful  inheritance." 

WHEN  THE  CIRCUIT  RIDER  CAME. 

"In  the  backwoods  of  Chautauqua,  in  the  days  of  long  ago. 
When  religion  was  religion,  not  a  dressy  fashion  show. 
When  the  spirit  of  the  Master  fell  as  flames  of  living  fire. 
And  the  people  did  the  singing,  not  a  trained  artistic  choir. 

There  was  scarcely  seen  a  ripple  in  life's  gently  flowing  tide. 
No  events  to  draw  the  people  from  their  daily  toil  aside, 
Naught  to  set  the  pious  spirit  of  the  pioneers  aflame. 
Save  upon  the  rare  occasions  when  the  circuit-rider  came. 

"He  was  usually  mounted  on  the  sorriest  of  nags. 
All  his  outfit  for  the  journey  packed  in  leather  saddlebags, 

And  he'd  travel  with  the  Bible  or  the  hymn-book  in  his  hand, 
Reading  sacred  Word  or  singing  of  the  happy  Promised  Land. 
How  the  toiling  wives  would  glory  in  the  dinners  they  would  spread. 
And  how  many  a  hapless  chicken  or  turkey  lost  its  head 
By  the  gleaming  chopper  wielded  by  the  hand  of  sturdy  dame; 

For  it  wasn't  very  often  that  the  circuit-rider  came. 

"All  the  settlement  around  us  would  be  ringing  with  the  news 
That  there'd  be  a  meetin'  Sunday;  and  we'd  'taller'  up  our  shoes, 
And  we'd  brush  our  homespun  dress  suits,  pride  of  every  country  youth, 
And  we'd  grease  our  hair  with  marrow  till  it  shone  like  golden  truth. 
And  the  frocks  of  linsey-woolsey  would  be  donned  by  all  the  girls. 
And  with  heated  old  fire-pokers  they  would  make  their  corkscrew  curls; 
They  were  scarcely  queens  of  fashion,  but  were  lovely  just  the  same. 
And  they  always  looked  their  sweetest  when  the  circuit-rider  came. 

"We  have  sat  in  grand  cathedrals,  triumphs  of  the  builder's  skill, 
And  in  great  palatial  churches,  'neath  the  organ's  mellow  thrill. 
But  they  never  roused  within  us  such  a  reverential  flame 
As  would  burn  in  that  old  schoolhouse  when  the  circuit-rider  came." — Anon. 



SKETCH  OF  THE  LIFE  OF  REV.  JOHN 

SPENCER. 

THE  FIRST  MISSIONARY  TO  THE  HOLLAND  PURCHASE. 

BY  GEORGE  E.  McLAURY. 

To  have  lived  in  the  formative  period 
of  the  history  of  the  country,  and  to 
have  taken  part  in  the  transformation 
which  made  the  wilderness  blossom  as 

the  rose ;  to  have  filled  the  once  track- 
less forest  with  avenues,  on  either  side 

of  which  are  nestled  cottages  which  are 

the  homes  of  the  yeomanry  of  this  great 

and  growing  republic  ;  to  have  seen  the 
footman,  guiding  his  wanderings  by  the 
moss  on  the  trees  or  the  position  of  the 

sun  in  the  heavens,  give  way  to  the  ex- 
plorer on  horseback,  afterward  the  pi- 

oneer in  his  wagon,  then  the  traveler  in 

the  stage  coach,  followed  by  the  railway 

over  which  roll  and  thunder  those  pal- 
aces on  wheels  which  are  the  marvels 

of  the  age,  carrying  to  and  fro  the 
thousands  in  their  restlessness  who  are 

passing  along  the  highway  of  the  na- 
tions ;  to  have  seen  the  log  schoolhouses 

grow  to  seminaries  and  colleges,  and 

the  homespun,  ill-fitting  garments  of  the 
laboring  people  replaced  with  broad- 

cloth and  shiniest  of  silk  fit  to  be  worn 

at  a  king's  reception ;  to  have  noted  all 
these  changes,  and  to  have  taken  an  ac- 

tive part  in  making  the  sun  shine  where 

desolation  and  gloom  once  held  sway, 
is  well  worth  living  for,  and  a  privilege 
which  is  vouchsafed  to  man  at  periods 
of  time  far  remote  from  each  other. 

But  to  have  given  a  life  of  activity  to  the 

dissemination  of  the  truths  of  the  gos- 
pel, and  with  finger  pointing  Heaven- 
ward proclaiming  the  glad  tidings  of  a 

Gospel  exemplified  by  the  life  of  a  once 
crucified  but  now  risen  Saviour ;  to  have 

entered  the  lonely  cabins  of  those  fore- 
runners of  civilization  and  to  have  wept 

with  them  in  their  sorrows  and  rejoiced 

with  them  as  the  transient  rays  of  sun- 
shine came  glimmering  through  the 

darkness  and  desolation  of  their  circum- 

scribed lives ;  to  have  kindled  aspira- 
tions for  good  in  hearts  given  over  to 

the  evil  one,  and  to  have  seen,  through 

their  influence,  as  the  population  in- 
creased, multitudes  flocking  to  neat 

and  commodious  churches  on  the  Sab- 

bath day,  is  a  privilege  and  a  blessing 
to  be  enjoyed  by  but  few,  and  only 
those  who  have  given  the  best  of  their 
lives  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
mankind. 

Among  those  who  enjoyed  this  great 

distinction  of  being  one  of  God's  chos- 
en workers,  was  the  Rev.  John  Spen- 

cer, the  first  Congregationalist  Mis- 
sionary to  the  Holland  Purchase,  and 

particularly  to  that  part  of  it  now 
known  as  Chautauqua  County.  Of  his 
early  life  but  little  seems  to  be  known. 

One  authority  says  he  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  another  that  he  was 

born  in  Spencer  Town,  Columbia  Coun- 
ty, New  York.  His  birth  occurred  May 

24th,  1758.  He  moved  to  Worcester, 

Otsego  County,  soon  after  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  from  there  to  Can- 

adaway,  in  what  is  now  known  as  Sher- 
idan, about   1808.     His  opportunities 
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tor  (Mhu-alion  were  limited  lo  the  com- 

mon scliools  ill  wliieli  only  the  simpl- 
est branches  were  tauL^ht.  He  said  of 

himself  that  he  was  edncated  in  the 

Conlinental  Army,  in  which  he  was 

lirsl  enrolled  as  a  ])rivate  and  was  af- 
terward promoted  from  the  ranks  for 

•gallantry,  and  was  Aid  de  Camp  to  Col- 

onel Willits.  I)eing-  a  zealous  worker 
in  religions  matters,  there  came  to  him 

a  lons^inL;-  desire  to  preach  the  Gospel. 
Alter  a  hasty  i)reparation,  he  was  li- 

censed to  ])reach  in  t8oo,  and  in  1801 
was  ordained.  A  few  years  after  he 
was  sent  as  a  missionary  to  the  Holland 

Purchase,  and  was  ecpially  well  known 

in  Genesee,  Erie  and  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ties. He  is  said  by  those  who  knew  him 

to  have  been  a  short,  thick-set  man, 
with  a  round  head,  twinkling  blue  eyes 

and  dark  complexion.  During-  the  lat- 
ter part  of  his  life,  he  wore  a  reddish 

brown  hat,  a  Quaker  or  shad  billy  coat, 

knee  breeches  with  gilt  buttons,  long 
stockings,  and  low  shoes  with  rather 

small  silver  buckles.  Young's  History 
says  he  rode  a  large  bob-tailed  horse. 
:\  citizen  of  Sheridan,  who  remembers 

him,  sa}'s  it  was  a  roan  horse  with  high 
hips  and  white  feet.  Several  anecdotes 

illustrating  some  of  his  characteristics 

have  been  told  me  by  residents  of  this 
town  who  knew  him  in  their  childhood. 

I  he\-  ha\-e  retained  these  incidents  in 
their  minds  as  they  w^ere  told  them  in 
their  youth.  One  of  them  in  regard  to 
a  horse  trade  is  as  follows  : 

John  Mack,  a  tavern  keeper  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Cattaraugus  Creek,  had 

heard  much  of  Priest  Spencer's  shrewd- 
ness in  horse  trades  and  expressed  a 

strong  desire  to  meet  him  and  test  his 
ability  in  that  line.  The  opportunity 
soon  came.  One  day.  Priest  Spencer 
in  his  travels  stopped  at  Mack's  tavern 
for  dinner.  Mack  had  a  snug  built 
thick-set  beast,  wdiile  Spencer  had  a 
large,  raw  boned,  but  rather  noble  look- 

ing horse.    Mack  was  not  long  in  pro- 

posing a  trade.  Priest  Spencer  said  he 
was  wilHng  and  told  Mack  to  look  his 
horse  over  and  make  an  offer.  Mack 
did  so  and  said  he  would  trade  for  ten 

dollars  to  boot ;  Spencer  told  him  that 
ten  dollars  was  not  enough,  and  that 
he  had  better  look  the  horse  over  again. 
Mack  did  so  and  offered  to  trade  for 

twenty  dollars  to  boot.  Again  Spencer 
said  it  was  not  enough  and  advised  him 
to  look  the  horse  over  the  third  time. 

Mack  did  so,  and  thinking  to  get  a  good 

bargain  out  of  Spencer,  said  he  would 

trade  for  thirty  dollars  to  boot.  "Now 
Mr.  Mack,"  said  Spencer,  "if  I  trade 

with  you,  won't  you  ever  say  Priest 
Spencer  tried  to  cheat  you  on  a  horse 

trade?"  Mack  said  he  would  not,  so 

Spencer  paid  the  thirty  dollars,  mount- 

ed Mack's  horse  and  pursued  his  jour- 
ney. Mack,  wishing  to  try  his  new  ac- 

quisition, saddled  him  and  started  out 
for  a  ride.  The  roads  on  the  Cattarau- 

gus Bottoms  were  notoriously  bad, 

there  being  many  deep  mud  and  water 
holes  extending  completely  across  the 

highway.  Coming  to  one  of  the  worst 
of  these,  as  the  horse  arrived  at  the 

deepest  part  he  stumbled  on  some  in- 
visible obstruction  and  in  falling  threw 

Mack  completely  over  his  head  into  the 
mud  and  water.  The  horse  proved  to 
be  an  habitual  stumbler,  which  made 

him  practically  worthless  for  the  sad- 
dle. Mack  never  challenged  Priest 

Spencer  to  a  horse  trade  again. 

Another  incident  regarding  his  re- 
markable preservation  from  drowning 

by  the  sagacity  of  his  horse,  has  been 
curently  reported  for  more  than  eighty 
years.  At  one  time,  in  returning  from 
one  of  his  eastern  missionary  tours,  he 

travelled  until  long  after  nightfall  in 
order  to  reach  his  home  at  the  earliest 

possible  time.  Crossing  the  Eighteen 

Mile  Creek,  he  put  up  at  Morsman's 
tavern  for  the  night.  He  told  Mr. 
Morsman  that  he  had  just  come  up  the 

Lake  Shore  from  Buffalo.    Mr.  Mors- 
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man  did  not  think  this  could  be  possible 
as  the  planks  on  the  bridge  across  the 

creek  had  been  carried  away  by  the 
high  water  of  the  previous  day.  Mr. 
Spencer  insisted  that  he  had  crossed  the 
bridge  and  had  not  noticed  anything 
wrong  with  it.  An  examination  in  the 
morning  showed  that  the  planking  was 
really  gone  and  that  his  horse  had 

crossed  over  on  one  of  the  wide  string- 
ers. 

He  indulged  moderately  in  the  use  of 

strong  drink.  So  common  was  this  prac- 
tice in  those  days  that  it  was  not  held 

to  be  derogatory  to  his  standing  as  a 
Minister  of  the  Gospel.  Mr.  Haskin, 

whose  father  kept  tavern  near  Mr. 

Spencer's  home,  says  that  at  first  he 
drank  with  others  at  the  bar,  but  in  his 

later  days  he  entered  the  sitting  room, 

rapped  on  the  floor  with  his  staff  to  call 
attention,  and  ordered  his  liquor 

brought  to  him.  A  decanter' and  tumb- 
ler was  set  before  him  and  after  drink- 
ing what  he  wished,  he  left  the  money 

therefor  on  the  table  as  he  took  his  de- 

parture. 
His  first  preaching  place  in  Sheridan 

was  at  the  house  of  Orsamus  Holmes, 

the  first  religious  service  being  held  in 

1807.  He  located  his  family  on  the 
Main  Road  near  the  Holmes  tavern, 

on  the  farm  now  owned  by  William  Elli- 
ott. He  was  evidently  a  public  spirit- 

ed man,  as  he  gave  an  acre  from  his 

farm  for  a  burying  ground,  the  one  in 
which  his  mortal  remains  now  rest.  He 

also  gave  the  Congregational  Society 
a  lot  on  which  to  build  a  church.  As  a 

preacher  and  a  missionary,  he  was  a 
tireless  worker,  being  instant  in  season 
and  out  of  season,  never  losing  sight 

of  the  use  he  aimed  to  make  of  his  con- 
secrated talents  and  life. 

It  was  said  of  him  by  his  daughter 

Lydia,  that  his  only  or  chief  opportunity 
for  study  was  while  he  was  riding  alone 
in  the  woods.  That  he  used  his  Bible 

and  hymn  book  much  in  all  kinds  of 

weather,  their  soiled  appearance  will  at- 
test. He  always  carried  them  in  his 

coat  pocket  and  they  are  badly  stained 
through  more  than  half  the  depths  of 
their  leaves.  He  testified  to  having 

read  his  Bible  through  eight  times 

while  riding  alone  on  his  missionary 
journeys.  He  was  of  a  social  nature 
and  ever  ready  with  jest  and  repartee, 

yet  he  never  lost  sight  of  the  dignity  or 

the  proprieties  of  his  calling  as  a  Min- 
ister of  the  Gospel.  He  seemed  indif- 

ferent to  the  applause  and  admiration 
of  the  world,  and  was  independent  in 

thought  and  action.  He  adapted  him- 
self to  the  rude  and  uncultivated  sur- 

roundings of  those  early  days  and  thus 
endeared  himself  to  all  those  with  whom 

he  came  in  contact.  Rev.  W.  W.  Norton 

of  Otto,  Cattaraugus  County,  made  the 
following  statement  in  regard  to  Father 

Spencer's  methods,  at  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  the  establishment  of  the  First 

Congregational  Church  at  Jamestown, 

held  June  14th,  1866.  "It  was  in  1812 
or  181 3  that  he  found  his  way  on  horse- 

back to  the  Town  of  Olean,  now  Frank- 
linville.  Calling  before  the  house  of 

one  of  the  principal  settlers,  he  stated 

his  business,  and  requested  the  privi- 
lege of  stopping  with  them  for  the 

night,  and  of  having  preaching  for  the 
benefit  of  those  settlers  who  could  be 

gathered  together  in  the  evening. 

Without  asking  him  to  dismount  or  of- 
fering him  any  of  the  rights  of  hospital- 

ity, the  lady  told  him  that  if  he  would 
go  on  two  or  three  miles  in  a  certain 
direction,  he  would  find  a  Mrs.  Norton, 

who  would  be  glad  to  see  him.  So  he 
came  directly  to  our  house  and  my 

mother  welcomed  most  joyfully  the  first 

missionary  sent  out  to  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase. The  log  cabin  was  thrown  open 

for  evening  meetings  and  many,  includ- 

ing my  father,  were  converted." 
Among  the  churches  established  by 

him,  I  find  the  First  Presbyterian 

Church  of  Pomfret  in  1810,  in  Kian- 



M2 CENTENNIAL  HISTORY  OF  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

t,,iir  in  1S15.  in  I'lllicott  in  icSif),  and  in 

l',„tl;in.l  in    iSiS.     Tlic  fn-sl  religions 

s(K-irt\  in  SluM-i.lan  was  lornied  Novem- 

l.rr  iSth.  iS()»).  and  consisted  of  eight 

nn'inl)iTs.  whose  names  are  as  follows: 

(  )rs:nnus   Holmes,   l^isha  Gray,  Alan- 

son   Holmes,  Joel  Lee,  Rnth  Holmes, 

|)rl)orali    Lee,    Rebecca    Spencer  and 

(  ;li\  c  I  lolmes.   The  record  of  this  meet- 

ing from  which  1  take  these  names  lies 
hctorcmc.  It  also  contains  arecord  more 

or  K'ss  complete  of  the  meetings  held 
11])  to  and  inclnding  1817.    It  is  a  book 
six  and  onedialf  by  eight  inches  and 

contains  sixty  ])ac-es.    It  is  ragged  and 
stained  with  age,  bnt  it  contains  a  rec- 

ord ol  the  trials,  difhcnlties  and  sacri- 
fices incidental  to  the  formation  of  a 

chnrch   in   the   days   that   tried  men's 
sonls.    These  eight  formed  the  nnclens, 
to  which  were  added  from  time  to  time 

those  who  felt  the  need  of  Christian  fel- 

low sliip,  nntil  eventnally,  as  the  popn- 
lation  increased,  there  was  at  that  place 

a  large  and  tlonrishing  society.    At  first 

lhe\-  worshii)V)ed  in  ]:)rivate  honses,  of 

which  I'riest  Spencer's  is  oftenest  men- 
lionc(l:  afterward,  in  the  schoolhonse, 

nntil   at   last,   thronghi  the   efforts  of 

Worth)'    Allen,    Haven    Brigham  and 
others,  a  large  and  commodions  house 

of  worshi])  w^as  erected.    Little  did  these 
cMght  i)ersons  dream  that  nearly  one 
hundred   years   afterward  this   list  of 

names  would  be  looked  upon  with  awe 
and  reverence  as  the  forerunners  of  a 

goo(ll\  conii)any  closely  joined  in  Chris- 
tian fellowshi]).    He  is  credited  with  the 

lorniation    of    thirteen    societies.  •  No 
iloubt  he  i)reached  in  all  the  hamlets  in 
the  ccnmty,  and  it  was  more  or  less 

thr(mgh  his  influence  that  a  great  ma- 
jorUy  of  the  societies  formed  in  the 
years  intervening  between  his  advent 
ni  I  So;  and  his  decease  in  1826,  were 
founded. 

He  was  married  in  1782  to  Rebecca 
  <'uid  from  this  union  were  born 

eleven  children.    Some  died  in  infancy, 

some  in  youth,  while  some  grew  up  and 

emigrated  to  other  portions  of  the 
country.  Elizabeth,  the  eldest,  was  born 
in  1783,  and  became  the  wife  of  Worthy 
Allen,  and  made  her  home  in  Sheridan 

during  her  remaining  life.  Her  death 

occurred  October  8th,  1835.  Polly  mar- 
ried   Shepherd,  who  died  young, 

leaving  her  a  widow  for  many  years. 

Joel,  born  in  1799,  settled  in  the  north 

part  of  Sheridan,  afterward  in  Sugar- 
grove,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  died  in 

1855.    Lydia  was  born  in  1796,  and  died 
in  Sheridan  in  1877.   Although  a  woman 
of  marked  ability  in  some  directions,  she 
was  somewhat  eccentric.    She  seemed 

devoid  of  sentiment  and  lived  a  single 

life,  yet  the  character  of  the  selections 

preserved  by  her  in  a  scrap  book  which 
lies  before  me,  shows  that  beneath  the 

almost  imperious  manner  and  action, 
there  were  the  germs  of  affection  and 
love,  which  only  needed  the  cherishing 
presence  of  a  congenial  companionship 
to  develop  her  nature  into  that  of  a 

loving  wife  and  mother.    She  was  in- 
tensely religious,  and  during  the  latter 

part  of  her  life  was  accustomed  to  walk 

four  miles  to  Fredonia  to  enjoy  the  re- 
ligious privileges  of  the  church  of  her 

choice.    She  mingled  charity  with  her 

religion  and  many  times  carried  a  bas- 
ket   of   provisions    to    be  distributed 

among  her  needy  acquaintances  at  the 
close  of  the  service.   She  was  a  tailoress 

and  went  from  house  to  house,  as  was 

the  custom  in  those  days,  making  from 

the  homespun  cloth  the  clothing  of  the 
farmers.    All  the  old  people  who  knew 
her  in  her  lifetime,  are  ready  to  speak 

kind  words  in  memory  of  Lydia  Spen- 
cer.   None  of  the  family  developed  any 

marked  talent  in  any  particular  direc- 
tion, and  none  of  the  name  are  living 

in   this  vicinity  at   the   present  time. 

There  are  in  Sheridan  a  great-grand- 
daughter and  two  great-great  grand- 
children,   all    lineal    descendants  of 

Worthy  and  Rebecca  Spencer  Allen. 
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At  the  close  of  Father  Spencer's  la- 
borious and  eventful  life,  which  oc- 

curred in  1826,  his  toil  worn  body  was 

laid  to  rest  in  the  little  cemetery  con- 
tributed by  him  from  his  farm  for  the 

use  of  the  public.  For  twelve  years 
there  was  not  a  stone  to  mark  the  spot 

This  stone  is  consecrated  to  the  memory  of  the 
Rev.  John  Spencer,  many  years  a  Missionary  of  the 
Connecticut  Missionary  Societ5^  He  was  the  first  Gospel 
Minister  who  traversed  the  wilderness  then  called  the 
Holland  Purchase  and  was  the  instrument  under  God 
in  forming  most  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Congregational 
churches  which  existed  in  this  region  when  he  rested 
from  his  labors  in  1826,  aged  68  years  He  tread  a  useful 
but  laborious  path  to  immortality  in  the  ardent  and 
unremitted  exercise  of  doing  good.  The  association  of 
W.  N.  Y.,  grateful  to  his  memory,  has  erected  this 
monument,  hoping  that  it  may  prompt  the  beholder  to 
imitate  his  self-denying  labors. 

1838. 

where  slumbered  one  of  God's  chosen 
workmen,  who,  when  the  last  trumpet 
shall  sound,  will  awake  in  His  likeness, 

with  a  galaxy  of  stars  in  the  crown  of 
his  rejoicing.  In  1838  a  stone  was 
erected  to  his  memory,  and  on  it  was 

chiselled  this  inscription:  "He  was  the 
first  Gospel  Minister  who  traversed  the 

wilderness  then  called  the  Holland  Pur- 
chase, and  was  the  instrument  under 

God  in  forming  most  of  the  Presbyter- 

ian and  Congregational  Churches 
which  existed  in  this  region  when  he 
rested  from  his  labors  in  1826,  aged 

sixty-eight  years.  He  tread  a  useful 
but  laborious  path  to  immortality  in  the 
ardent  and  unremitted  exercise  of  doing 

good."  For  seventy-six  years  the  tide 
of  travel  along  the  highway  has  passed 
within  a  step  or  two  of  his  grave,  but 
those  who  were  once  his  co-laborers 
are,  with  him  awaiting  judgment  day, 
and  those  who  have  heard  their  fathers 

recount  the  stirring  incidents,  of  which 
Priest  Spencer  was  the  principal  actor, 

have  nearly  all  passed  on  before,  leav- 
ing a  generation  which  is  almost  ready 

to  regard  him  as  a  mythical  personage, 
whose  memory  is  mainly  kept  alive  by 
the  shadowy  incidents  of  tradition.  As 
we  look  upon  that  sodded  mound,  and 
read  the  short  epitaph,  we  wonder 
when  and  where  the  influences  set  in 

motion  by  that  noble-hearted  Herald  of 

the  Cross  will  end.  Summer's  heat  and 
winter's  snow  are  both  alike  to  him. 
His  personal  work  is  done.  The  seed 
is  sown.  While  some  fell  upon  the 

beaten  track  of  the  highway  to  be  de- 
voured by  the  emissaries  of  the  evil  one, 

or  among  the  thorns  to  be  choked  in 

its  growth,  or  in  stony  places  where 
there  was  not  much  earth,  there  were 

not  wanting  the  broad  fields  of  virgin 
soil,  ready  when  acted  upon  by  the  sun 

of  God's  holy  spirit,  and  the  rain  of 
God's  providences,  to  bring  forth 
abundantly.  From  many  homes  in  our 
beautiful  town  have  gone  forth  those 
who  treasured  in  their  heart  of  hearts 

the  teachings  of  Father  Spencer,  and 

those  teachings  have  been  handed  down 

from  generation  to  generation,  until 

lost  in  the  contemplation  of  the  prob- 
able results,  we  are  led  to  exclaim 

"What  will  the  harvest  be?" 
George  E.  McLaury,  Sheridan,  July 

9,  1902. 



COMMl'.RCE  AND  FINANCE. 

BY  CHARLES  M.  DOW. 

In  undertaking-  this  paper, 
1  am  aware  that  it  imposes 

u\)on  me  a  (HfficiiU  task — that 

of  i)resentin£;,-  within  the  com- 
])ass  of  an  article  of  moderate 
len,^th  a  statement  of  the 
business  and  transportation 
development  of  a  century. 
The  dif^icnlty  has  been  found 
in  the  scarcity  of  material  on 

some  ])()ints  for  anything  like  a  com- 
prehensive account. 

In  its  preparation  I  have  been  aided 

by  my  father,  Albert  G.  Dow  of  Ran- 
dolph, who  for  more  than  three-quar- 

ters of  a  century  has  been  closely  allied 
with  the  business  interests  of  this  coun- 

t\  and  an  active  participant  in  its  devel- 
o])ment.  I  have  had  the  benefit  of  his- 

torical i)a])ers  and  documents  in  the 

possession  of  the  Chautauqua  County 
Trust  Company  and  have  had  recourse 
to  the  Dublic  libraries. 

The  life  of  a  small  section  of  country 
is  of  interest  especially  as  it  is  seen  to 
be  a  i)art  of  the  larger  Hfe  of  the  times. 
I  have  accordingly  sought  to  connect 
the  narrative  with  what  was  taking  place 
upon  a  wider  theater.  It  is  thought  that 
the  picture  will  not  be  less  attractive 
because  of  its  framing  in  the  events  of 
the  time. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

"There  be  three  things  which  make a  nation  great  and  prosperous— a  fer- 
tile soil,  busy  workshops,  and  easy  con- 

veyance for  men  and  goods  from  place 
to  place." — Racon. 

The  work  of  the  Convention  which 

adopted  the  Federal  Constitution  occa- 
sioned a  feeling  of  relief  by  the  settle- 

ment of  the  burning  questions  which  had 

long  occupied  the  attention  of  the  peo- 
ple.   Great  business  activity  soon  fol- 

lowed.   Speculation  in  warrants  of  all 
kinds  set  in  vigorously  and  extended  to 
all  branches  of  business.    The  country 

was  then  mainly  agricultural  and  the 

spirit  of  speculation  did  not  long  over- 
look so  promising  a  field  as  that  of 

lands.    The    seemingly  inextiaustible 
acres  of  fertile  soil  that  could  be  had 

almost  for  the  asking  and  yet  which  a 

few  years  after  would  undoubtedly  in- 
crease in  value  were  eagerly  sought. 

Great  companies  were  formed  to  get 

possession  of  lands,  organize  colonies 
and  establish  settlements.    These  com- 

panies    were     organized     and  lands 
bought  in  almost  every  state.   The  Ohio 

Company,  the  Walpole  Grant,  the  Mis- 
sissippi  Company,  the   Military  Com- 

pany   of    Adventurers,    the  Dismal 

Swamp  Company,  in  all  of  which  Wash- 
ington himself  was  interested,  are  but 

samples  of  what  was  being  done  every- 
where throughout  the  colonies. 

In  the  winter  of  1782-3,  an  American 
governmental  loan  was  made  through 

two  prominent  banking  firms  of  Amster- 
dam, Holland— the  Willinks  and  the 

Van  Staphorsts.  The  Amount  of  the 
loan  was  two  million  dollars  and  was 
to  be  repaid  in  five  equal  installments 
annually  from  1793  to  1797.  Robert 
Morris,  in  the  course  of  his  duties  as 
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Superintendent  of  Finance,  became  ac- 

quainted through  correspondence  with 
these  bankers.  Close  observers  of  af- 

fairs abroad  as  well  as  in  America  be- 

gan to  realize  that  vast  fields  were  open- 
ing to  speculative  ventures  of  all  kinds. 

May  II,  1791,  Morris  bought  of  Mas- 
sachusetts all  the  land  in  the  State  of 

New  York  west  of  the  Genesee,  at  the 

same  time  realizing  that  as  the  first  in- 
stallment of  the  two  million  dollars 

loan  would  be  due  in  1793  the  Dutch 

bankers  would  be  in  funds  seeking  in- 

vestment. During  1792  skillfully  word- 
ed pamphlets  were  broadly  distributed 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

through  Holland  describing  the  lands 

owned  by  Morris  and  bearing  strong  in- 
dications of  having  been  inspired  by 

that  eminent  financier. 

December  24,  1792,  Robert  Morris 
conveyed  to  LeRoy  &  Linklaen  one  and 
one-half  million  acres  of  land.  Between 

this  and  the  following  July  conveyances 
were  made  to  the  same  men  covering 

the  entire  territory.  LeRoy  &  Link- 
laen were  only  trustees  for  certain  gen- 

tlemen of  Amsterdam  afterward  known 

as  the  Holland  Land  Company.  There 

was  no  organized  corporation,  but  sim- 
ply three  groups  of  capitalists — the  ex- 

tent of  whose  respective  interests  was 
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a  matter  of  private  concern  and  impos- 
sible to  ascertain. 

These  Holland  investors  entered  ud- 
on  the  business  of  getting  the  lands 
into  market  with  the  great  thorough- 

ness which  marked  the  enterprise  to  the 
end.  In  August,  1800,  handbills  were 
circulated  announcing  that  the  Holland 
Land  Company  would  the  following 
month  open  an  office  for  the  sale  of  a 
portion  of  their  valuable  lands  in  the 
Genesee  country.  The  hand  bills  gave 
a  general  description  of  the  location 
of  the  lands,  and  after  stating  that  from 
their  being  almost  surrounded  by  settle- 

ments, provision  of  every  kind  was  to 
be  had  in  abundance,  they  go  on  to 

state  that  "such  are  the  variety  of  sit- 
uations in  this  part  of  the  Genesee  coun- 

try everywhere  almost  covered  with  a 
rich  soil,  that  all  purchasers  who  may 
be  inclined  to  participate  in  the  advan- 

tages of  those  lands  may  select  lots  from 
one  hundred  twenty  acres  to  tracts 
containing  one  hundred  thousand  acres 

that  will  fully  please  and  satisfy  their 

choice." 
Other  lands  were  being  offered  to  set- 

tlers in  all  directions  on  almost  every 
kind  of  terms  imaginable.  In  Canada 
the  Government  was  offering  lands  at 

six  pence  per  acre.  It  was  only  by  af- 
fording more  conveniences  that  the 

Holland  Company  was  enabled  to  se- 
cure higher  prices. 

Robert  Morris  paid  two  hundred  sev- 
enty-five thousand  dollars  for  the  land 

which  he  afterward  conveyed  to  the 

Holland  Company,  and,  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  Indian  title,  another 

one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  making 

in  all  three  hundred  seventy-five  thous- 
and dollars.  The  Holland  Company 

paid  for  the  same  in  round  numbers 
one  million  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 

lars. The  first  tax  roll  which  embraces 

this  period  bears  date  October  6,  1800. 
This  was  practically  when  they  had  just 

begun  to  offer  the  lands  for  sale.  In 
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thai  lax  roll  tlu-  Naluc  of  llic  real  and 

personal  estate  of  llic  Holland  Land 

("onipanx  was  assessed  at  three  million 
three-  hundred  thousand  dollars,  evident- 
1\  (.lie  dollar  per  acre. 

TweiU)  \  ears  later  Joseph  ILllicott,  in 

suinuiuiL;  u])  the  i)roi;-ress  made  durino- 
the  t\\ent\-  \  ears  of  his  management  of 

the  company's  affairs  in  New  York, 
savs :  "From  the  resources  drawn  from 
the  property,  after  paying  all  the  costs 
and  charges  of  surveys,  opening  roads, 
taxes  and  other  expenses,  I  have  from 
time  to  time  remitted  to  the  General 

Agent  more  than  sixty-three  thousand 
dollars;  that   the  debts  due  the  com- 

came  without  any  fixed  knowledge  uf 
the  country  and  were  simply  coming 

west  along  the  line  of  least  possible  re- 
sistance, which  is  the  organic  law  of  Hfe. 

The  question  of  their  locating  here  was 

only  a  question  of  transportation,  of  in- 
vestment and  occupation,  and  if  we 

study  the  transportation  of  the  country 
at  different  epochs,  we  are  furnished  a 
clue  that  will  take  us  very  near  the 
heart  of  all  settlements.  The  people 
traveled  in  the  easiest  way  they  could. 

It  was  a  day  of  raft  and  boat,  saddle- 
horse  and  pack-horse,  and  man  followed 

and  settled  on  the  pathway  of  the  wa- 
ters. His  direction  was  guided  undoubt- 

POUNDING  GKA.IN  WITH  SPRING  POLiE. 
Engraving  made  from  wood  cut  in  old  History  of  New  York  State. 

j)any  secured  on  the  land  and  improve- 
ments amount  to  nearly  five  million  dol- 

lars, and  there  remain  unsold  one  mil- 

lion six  hundred  fifty-eight  thousand 
seven  hundred  thirtv-eight  acres  of 

land." The  conclusion  to  be  drawn  as  to  the 
success  of  the  Holland  Land  Company  s 
venture  as  a  financial  enterprise  would 
be  that  their  profits  were  sufficient  to 
make  them  and  their  descendants  ta 
handsome  income  for  years.  The  rem- 

nants of  the  Holland  Land  Company's 
lands  in  Xew  York  State  were  sold  to 
Trumbull  Carv  and  others  in  1837. 

1  am  led  to  believe  that  m.ost  of  the 
first  settlers  who  came  to  this  countv 

edly  by  the  great  water  ways,  the  dis- 
tinct trails,  and  the  knowledge  that  the 

hills  would  raise  corn  and  the  streams 

would  carry  it,  that  great  law  which  des- 
ignates the  river  valleys  and  the  water 

ways  to  be  the  earHest  and  most  per- 
manent centers  of  population. 

To  the  east  and  south  of  us  great 

tracts  of  land  had  been  taken  and  popu- 
lated by  great  captains  of  their  times 

who  had  come  with  companies  or  colon- 
ies. They^  were  masters  of  ways  and 

means.  But  in  the  settlement  of  this 
county,  there  seems  to  have  been  no 

captain,  none  pre-eminently  the  leader. 
It  was  a  generation  of  down  stream 
transportation ;  the  section  south  of  the 
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ridg-e  soon  came  in  tonch  with  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Ohio  Valley,  and  later  the 

broader  highway  of  the  Mississippi.  It 

was  easier  for  them  to  get  their  pro- 
ducts to  the  broader  and  richer  Ohio 

than  to  their  neighbors  on  the  north. 

Contemporaneous  with  the  building 
by  General  McMahan  of  his  saw  and 

grist  mill,  was  the  completion  of  the 
laying  out  of  the  Buffalo  Road  from 
Chautauqua  Creek  to  the  Pennsylvania 

line  in  1804,  the  road  having  been  op- 

and  saw  and  grist  mills  were  establish- 
ed, the  i^ioneers  made  narrow  clearings 

through  the  forests  to  these  mills  and 
these  clearings  1)ecame  the  recognized 

highways  of  our  time.  For  years  Chau- 
taucjua  Lake  was  much  used  as  a  means 
of  travel — in  the  winter  on  the  ice  and 

in  summer  by  canoes — when  the  lake 

was  surrounded  by  a  wilderness  trav- 
ersed by  but  few  roads  and  these  rudely 

made. 

Darius  Dexter  cut  the  first  r(jad  from 

ROPE  FERRY. 

ened  by  the  State  of  Connecticut  from 
Buffalo  to  Chautauqua  Creek  in  1802 

for  the  purpose  of  enabling  immigrants 
to  reach  the  Western  Reserve. 

In  1804  a  license  to  keep  a  ferry  at 
the  mouth  of  Cattaraugus  Creek  was 

granted  to  William  G.  Sydnor.  This  was 
the  first  franchise  granted  in  the  county. 

The  first  road  in  the  south  part  of 

the  county  was  opened  by  Robert  Miles 

from  Sugargrove  to  Chautauqua  Lake 

in  1805  and  was  a  great  highway  of  the 
wilderness.     As  settlements  increased, 

Mayville  to  the  Cross  Roads  made  after 
the  settlement  of  the  county.  IMonsieur 

Pean  had  in  1753  cut  through  the  old 

French  carrying  place  from  1  Barcelona 

to  IMayville  known  as  the  "Portage 
Road."  There  was  so  much  of  romance 
connected  with  the  Ouebec  life  of  this 

French  officer, Hugues  Pean, that  he  has 

been  made  one  of  the  conspicuous  char- 
acters of  some  of  the  famous  Canadian 

novels.  His  work  in  cuttinp;  this  road 

through  in  four  davs  was  characteristic 
of  the  force  and  boldness  of  the  man. 
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ll  has  come  down  in  story  as  a  great 

road,  but  was  ol  little  practical  use  ex- 

cept as  marking  the  way  . for  the  occa- 
sional trapi)crs  and  early  explorers. 

In  1814  the  first  bridge  across  the 
outlet  at  Jamestown  was  completed  by 

James  Prendergast  and  was  three  hun- 
dred and  twelve  feet  long. 

In  1 81 6  the  current  of  immigration 

set  strongly  toward  Chautauqua  County, 
the  woods  were  being  explored  and 

reasons  for  taking  the  hill  routes — the 
ground  was  much  drier  and  roads  more 

easily  made. 
The  first  mail  route  through  the  coun- 
ty was  established  from  Buf¥alo  to  Erie 

in  1806  and  mail  was  carried  by  a  man 

on  foot,  he  carrying  the  mail  in  a  pocket 
handkerchief.  In  1813  better  facilities 

were  provided,  the  mail  being  carried 
on  horseback  once  a  week;  later  one 

horse  for  the  mail  and  one  for  the  post- 

LOG  CABIN. 

lands  were  selected  and  purchased.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  county  renewed  their 
exertions  to  open  roads  and  make  im- 

provements. At  that  time  few  of  the 
streams  were  bridged  and  only  the  deep- 

est mudholes  crosswaved.  A  crossway 
marked  the  neighborhood  as  getting 
ahead  of  the  country  in  improvements. 

Tn  early  times  in  laying  out  roads,  if 
there  was  a  hill  on  the  route,  they  were 
sure  to  go  over  it.   But  there  were  good 

man.  Up  to  that  time  communication 
between  the  inhabitants  and  the  outer 
world  was  infrequent  and  difficult  and 
was  more  often  carried  on  through  im  - 

migrants and  explorers  than  through 
the  mails. 

The  average  day's  journey  of  the 
postman  was  from  thirty  to  fifty  miles 
in  summer  and  much  less  in  winter. 
Some  years  elapsed  before  the  bulk  and 

weight  of  the  mails  attained  such  pro- 
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portions  as  to  exceed  the  capacity  of  a 

pair  of  saddle-bags.  For  the  security 
of  mails  carried  over  long  distances 
there  was  no  protection  whatever.  It 

was  well  known  and  loudly  complained 
of  that  letters  and  packages  were  opened 
and  their  contents  read  and  examined 

by  the  riders.  Letters  were  not  enclosed 
in  envelopes.  Nor  was  it  till  many  years 
later,  when  the  bulk  and  number  of  the 

mails  had  greatly  increased  and  the 
carriers  found  no  time  to  read  the  notes 

they  bore,  that  this  flagrant  evil  ceased 
to  exist. 

For  a  long  time  business  men  and 

men  holding  high  places  in  the  state 

were  accustomed  to  correspond  in  ci- 

pher. As  stage-wagons  and  coaches  be- 
came more  and  more  common  between 

A  POST  COACH. 

the  large  towns,  letters  were  entrusted 
to  a  friend  or  even  to  a  stranger. 

The  progression  of  the  mail  and  ex- 
press service  has  been  almost  in  exact 

proportion  with  that  of  transportation, 
the  mail  service  being  performed  first 

on  foot,  then  on  horseback,  then  by 

horse  and  wagon,  followed  by  four- 

horse  post  coaches,  and  then  by  the 
railroads. 

From  a  printed  advertisement  dated 

May  20,  1814,  I  find  the  following  mail 
route  advertised  to  be  let : 

"From  Buffalo  by  Cattaraugus,  Can- 
adewa,  Pomfret  and  Chautaugha,  to 

Erie,  Pennsylvania,  ninety-two  miles, 

once  a  week,  by  a  schedule  to  leave 

Buffalo  every  Saturday  at  noon,  arriv- 

ing at  Erie  the  next  Mondav  at  6  P.  M. 

Leave  Erie  every  Tuesday  at  6  A.  M., 

arriving  at  Buffalo  the  next  Thursday 

by  noon." 
In  1829  a  route  was  let  to  Gerrett 

Newbury  from  Dunkirk  1)y  Fredonia 
to  Fluvanna,  all  in  Chautauqua  County, 

once  a  week.  From  Dunkirk  by  Fre- 
donia, Shumla,  Pulaske  and  Vermont  to 

Jamestown,  three  times  a  week,  in  four 
horse  post  coaches.  Contractor,  Ivy 

Handy,  Jr.  From  Buffalo  to ,  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  daily,  contract  to  Abell 
&  Reed,  in  four  horse  post  coaches. 
From  Mayville  to  Ellicottville,  once  a 

week  by  Isaac  Carpenter.  From  May- 
ville to  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  once  a  week. 

From  Mayville  to  Waterford,  Pennsyl- 
vania, once  a  week.  From  Jamestown 

to  Erie,  once  in  two  weeks.  From  May- 
ville to  Magnolia,  once  a  week.  From 

Mina  to  Westfield,  once  a  week. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  century 
the  rates  of  postage  were  : 

Single  sheet  of  paper,  less  than  forty 
miles,  eight  cents  ;  forty  to  ninety  miles, 
ten  cents  ;  ninety  to  one  hundred  fifty 

miles,  twelve  and  one-half  cents ;  one 
hundred  fifty  to  three  hundred  miles, 
seventeen  cents  ;  three  hundred  to  five 

hundred  miles,  twenty  cents  ;  over  five 

hundred  miles,  twenty-five  cents. 
The  rates  of  postage  were  so  high 

that  private  mail  routes  were  established 
and  continued  up  to  about  1847  when 

stringent  laws  effectually  prohibited  the 
business.  With  these  private  mail 

routes,  two  or  three  private  postoffices 
were  established  in  the  county.  The 

post  riders  who  were  under  little  con- 
trol also  carried  letters  and  papers  out- 

side the  mails  which  gave  them  consid- 
erable additional  revenue.  The  local 

mails  were  carried  on  the  stages  but 

other  mails  were  carried  in  mail  wag- 
ons. These  mail  pouches  were  not 

broken  between  Buffalo  and  Cleveland. 

Some  years  ago  in  our  cities  a  mail 

delivery  system  was  established  and  to- 

day rural  mail  routes  are  being  estab- 
lished on  all  roads  where  it  is  physically 
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fi-asiMr  and  iu-arl\  llu'  entire  ]3opulation 

til  ( 'lianlan(|na  ("ouutx'  have  their  mails 
l)i-()U-hl  (lii\Ttl\  to  their  doors.  As  this 
sy.stiMii  cannot  be  abandoned  where  it 

lias  been  est al )hshe{l,  it  cannot  be  main- 

lainnl  withonl  l)einsj;'  extended  Every 
new  ronle  creates  a  demand  from  con- 

tiL;uons  tcTiatory  for  the  same  privilei^'e, 
and  thi'  rnral  mail  delivery  will  gradually 
extend  over  the  entire  country. 

Tile  first  stao-e  line  between  Buffalo 

and  I'.rie  was  established  by  Bird  & 
I  )i-niin-  of  Westfield.    Before  the  Ohio 

ing-  semi-weekly  trips  between  Erie  and 
Cleveland.  On  the  loth  of  February, 

[825,  a  mail  coach  commenced  running 
daily  between  Erie  and  Buffalo.  The 

stage  line  to  Cleveland  consisted  for  a 

time  of  a  single  horse  and  wagon. 
It  was  considered  a  great  stride  for- 

ward when  a  line  of  four-horse  coaches 
was  placed  on  the  road  between  Buffalo 

and  Cleveland  by  a  company  of  which 
Rufus  S.  Reed  and  Ira  R.  Bird  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania,  were  the  chief  men.  This 

event,  which  took  place  in  1827,  was  as 

STAGE  COACH  AND  TAV£HN, 

Stage  Coiu])any  took  the  contract  for 
carrying  mails  west  of  Buffalo  along 
the  lake  shore,  a  stage  company  com- 
])osed  of  T.  G.  Abell,  Rufus  Reed  and 
Aaron  Rnmsey  covei-ed  the  route  and 
eoinnienced  weekly  trips  in  December, 
1820.  In  the  sirring  and  autumn  ordi- 

nary two-horse  wagons  were  used  and 
express  goods  were  carried  once  a  week. 
The  stages  passed  through  Westfield 

every  Tuesday  afternoon  and  arrived  at 
Huffalo  on  Thursdav  at  noon.  By  Jan- 

uary, T824,  a  stage  with  mail  was  mak- 

much  talked  about  as  the  opening  of  a 
new  railroad  would  be  today.  The  new 
line  carried  a  daily  mail  each  direction 
and  was  a  source  of  large  profit  to  its 
owners.  Eighteen  hours  were  allowed 
as  the  time  between  Buffalo  and  Erie, 
but  bad  roads  and  accidents  often  de- 

layed the  coaches  much  longer. 
The  arrival  of  the  stage  in  old  times 

was  a  much  more  important  event  than 
that  of  a  railroad  train  today.  Crowds 
invariably  gathered  at  the  public  houses 
where  the  coaches  stopped,  to  obtain 
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the  latest  news,  and  the  passengers  were 
persons  of  decided  account  for  the  time 

being-.  Money  was  so  scarce  that  few 
settlers  could  afford  to  patronize  the 
stages,  and  those  who  did  were  looked 

upon  as  fortunate  beings.  The  stage- 
drivers  were  men  of  considerable  con- 

sequence, especially  in  the  villages 
through  which  they  passed.  They  were 
entrusted  with  many  delicate  messages 

and  valuable  packages,  and  seldom  be- 
trayed the  confidence  reposed  in  them. 

They  had  great  skill  in  handling  their 
horses  and  were  the  admiration  and 

envy  of  the  boys. 
An  advertisement  in  a  Buffalo  paper 

in  1827  read : 

"THE  WESTERN  MAIL  COACH. 
For  Fredonia,  Erie  and  Cleveland. 

Leaves  Buffalo  every  morning  at  five 

o'clock.  Baggage  at  risk  of  the  own- 

ers." Transportation  by  mail  coach  was 
from  four  to  ten  and  sometimes  twelve 

miles  an  hour  was  the  maximum  speed. 

The  passenger  rate  from  Buffalo  to 
Westfield  was  $6.00.  Fourteen  pounds 

of  luggage  was  allowed  to  be  carried 

free  by  each  passenger,  but  if  his  port- 
manteau or  his  brass  nail  studded  hair 

trunk  weighed  more  he  paid  for  it  at 
the  same  rate  per  mile  as  he  paid  for 
himself. 

In  summer  the  big  coaches  bowled 

along  easily  enough,  the  closely  pack- 
ed passengers  beguiling  the  time  with 

many  a  pleasant  tale,  until,  "stage 
coach  stories"  have  become  famous 
for  their  wit  and  jolHty.  But  woe  to 

the  unlucky  traveler,  doomed  to  a  stage 
coach  experience  in  spring  or  fall.  That 
he  should  be  required  to  go  on  foot 

half  the  time  was  the  least  of  his  troub- 

les. His  services  were  frequently  de- 
manded to  pry  the  coach  from  some 

mud-hole,  in  which  it  had  sunk  to  the 

axle,  with  a  rail  abstracted  from  a 

neighboring  fence,  and  through  pieces 
of  wood  it  was  often  thought  best  to 

take  a  rail  along.  "To  i^o  on  foot  and 

carrv  a  rail"  and  pav  for  the  privilege 
besides,  was  a  method  of  stage  riding 
as  celebrated  as  it  was  unpleasant. 
The  primitive  method  of  conveying 

horses  and  carriages  over  a  stream  too 

deep  to  be  forded  at  a  point  where 
there  was  no  bridge  or  no  regular  ferry 

was  interesting.  The  work  was  done 

by  a  boy  paddling  in  a  canoe  not  twice 
his  own  length.  He  first  carried  over 

the  passengers  one  at  a  time.  The  next 
job  was  to  ferry  the  baggage  over,  and 
this  effected,  the  horses  were  towed 

across  by  the  nose,  an  operation  of  some 

difficulty.  Then  a  long  rope  was  at- 
tached to  the  wagon  and  it  was  dragged 

across. 

Macks  Ferry  across  the  Cattaraugus 

was  the  principal  portal  for  immigra- 
tion into  Chautauqua  in  early  years. 

John  Mack  was  the  ferryman  who  fer- 
ried them  across  and  most  hospitably 

entertained  them  at  his  tavern  on 

the  Chautauqua  side. 

For  years  a  continuous  procession  of 
white  wagons  passed  over  this  ferry, 

generally  displaying  upon  the  canvas 

"FOR  THE  HOLLAND  PURCHASE." 

in  large  black  letters  "For  the  Holland 
Purchase."  These  were  the  palace  cars 
of  the  day.  The  journey  of  the  settlers 

who  contemplated  a  home  in  Chautau- 
qua County  was  usually  less  pretentious. 

They  generally  came  with  small  means 
and  with  a  yoke  of  oxen  and  wagon  or 
cart  and  a  small  amount  of  household 
furniture. 

The  great  development  of  the  New 
West  naturally  stimulated  still  greater 

improvement   in  transportation.  The 
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risiiiL;  inaiuifaclurcs  in  the  East  sought 

a  marke  t  in  the  \Vcst,  and  the  excite- 
imiit  over  steam  navigation  and  itsi 

opi  iiinL;-  possihihties  greatly  intensified 
the  eager  interest  in  finding  new  outlets. 
(  )ne  of  the  first  and  greatest  of  these 

was  the  l^rie  C^anal.  The  success  of  the 
canal  was  immediate.  At  once  the  land 
of  Western  New  York  and  that  on  the 
shores  of  the  Great  Lakes  were  in  reach 
of  a  market.  Before  the  canal  was  built 

tile  ex])cnse  of  transportation  from 
I  )unkirk  to  Xew  York  was  one  hundred 

dollars  per  ton  and  the  time  was  twen- 

tory  of  the  county,  but  the  methods  of 

life  of  the  pioneer  did  not  entirely  dis- 

appear until  about  twenty-five  years 
later,  or  about  the  time  of  the  building 
of  the  New  York  &  Erie  Railroad  when 

communication  was  still  better  estab- 
lished with  the  eastern  towns  and  a  still 

better  market  was  obtained. 

A  passenger  canal  boat  has  been  de- 
scribed as  a  barge  with  a  little  house 

on  it  and  a  caravan  within.  Along  each 
side  of  the  cabin  was  a  row  of  little  tab- 

les which  were  put  together  in  the  cen- 
ter at  meal  time.    At  night  three  long 

EMIGRANTS  ON  THEIR  WAY 

t>-  (lays.  Freight  rates  immediately dr()])])e(l  to  fourteen  dollars  per  ton  and 
the  trip  was  made  in  a  third  of  the  time. 
The  tide  of  travel  at  once  poured 
through  the  canal. 

The  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal  had  the 
cfYect  of  temporarily  depressing  and  re- 

tarding the  settlement  of  the  county  as 
a  whole  as  it  changed  the  old  lines  of 
travel,  although  to  the  towns  and  coun- 

try in  the  neighborhood  of  the  canal  it 
gave  a  powerful  impetus. 
The  completion  of  the  Erie  Canal 

dates  the  close  of  the  true  pioneer  his- 
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tiers  of  hanging  shelves  were  suspended 
on  either  side  of  the  cabin  where,  after 

drawing  lots  for  their  berths,  the  pas- 
sengers were  arranged  edgewise  and 

covered  by  a  microscopic  sheet  and 
blanket.  The  berths  for  the  ladies  were 
at  one  end  behind  a  red  curtain  which 

was  carefully  drawn  and  pinned  up  the 
center.  In  the  morning  the  shelves  were 
taken  down  and  put  away  and  the  tables 
again  joined  for  breakfast.  The  meals 
were  all  ahke — breakfast,  dinner  and 
supper  being  identical. 

Going  on  deck  was  a  great  relief  not- 
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withstanding-  the  deck  was  very  small 
and  rendered  still  smaller  by  the  stor- 

age of  baggage,  leaving  only  a  little 
passaee  on  either  side.  A  diversion  was 

the  ducking  every  few  minutes  when  the 

man  at  the  helm  cried  "Bridge,"  and 

when  the  cry  was  ''Low  Bridge,"  to  lie 
down  nearly  flat.  There  was  pleasure 
and  withal  a  grim  of  humor  in  it.  The 
brisk  walk  along  the  tow  path  or  the 

lazy  motion  of  the  boat  when  one  lay 
idly  on  the  deck  with  no  other  sound 
than  the  rippling  of  the  water  as  the  boat 

went  on — these  were  pure  delights. 
On  May  24,  1826,  the  first  four-horse 

stage  left  Dunkirk  for  Warren,  Penn- 
sylvania. The  editor  of  the  Dunkirk 

paper,  proudly  announcing  the  event, 

TRAVELING  ON  ERIE  CANAL, 

declared  that  any  one  who  had  favored 

such  an  enterprise  five  years  previously 
would  have  been  regarded  as  visionary 

and  chimerical.  Stages  now  pHed  be- 
tween Dunkirk  and  Warren  once  a 

week,  the  service  gradually  improving 
until  about  1848  when  stages  ran  from 
Pittsburg  to  Buffalo  in  less  than  three 
days.  This  Pittsburg  route  was  owned 
by  the  Ohio  Stage  Company  until  sold 
out  in  1849. 

For  years  the  roads  were  rough  and 
muddy  and  horseback  riding  was  the 
favorite  mode  of  travel  for  the  pioneer 
merchant  or  business  man  . 

The  highway  between  Buffalo  and 
Silver  Creek  was  very  bad  but  west  of 
Silver  Creek  was  a  very  good,  passable 
road  at  most  seasons  of  the  year.  There 
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was  more  of  a  beach  along  the  whole 
length  of  the  lake  than  now,  and  until 
roads  were  improved,  this  was  much 
used  during  the  summer. 

The  policy  of  granting  charters  to 
turnpike  companies  developed,  giving 
the  owners  the  privilege  of  imposing 
toll.  Men  possessing  money  were  every- 

where eager  to  invest  in  these  enter- 
prises. They  not  only  saw  the  promise 

of  dividends  but  ready  sales  for  their 
lands.  The  roads  ordinarily  ran  through 
the  lands  owned  by  the  stockholders. 
Little  regard  was  had  for  the  grades. 
The  main  point  was  to  make  the  lands 
accessible  and  marketable. 

These  turnpike  companies  had  au- 
thority to  collect  toll,  for  every  space  of 

ten  miles  in  length,  the  following  sums, 
and  so  on  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or 
less  distance.  For  every  score  of  sheep, 

one-eighth  of  a  dollar;  for  every  score 
of  hogs,  one-eighth  of  a  dollar;  for 
every  score  of  cattle,  one-fourth  of  a 
dollar ;  for  every  horse  and  his  rider, 

or  a  led  horse,  one-sixteenth  of  a  dollar ; 
for  every  sulky  or  chaise  with  one 

horse  and  two  wheels,  one-eighth  of  a 
dollar ;  for  every  chariot,  coach,  stage, 

wagon,  phaeton  or  chaise  with  two 
horses  and  four  wheels,  one-fourth  of 
a  dollar;  for  either  of  the  carriages  last 

mentioned  with  four  horses,  three- 
eighths  of  a  dollar ;  for  every  cart  or 
wagon  whose  wheels  do  not  exceed  the 

breadth  of  four  inches,  one-eighth  of  a 
dollar  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same  ; 
for  every  cart  or  wagon  whose  wheels 
shall  exceed  in  breadth  four  inches  and 

not  exceed  seven  inches,  one-eighth  of 
a  dollar  for  every  horse  drawing  the 
same ;  for  every  cart  or  wagon  the 
breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  be  more 
than  ten  inches  and  not  exceed  twelve 

inches,  three  cents  for  each  horse  draw- 
ing the  same  ;for  every  cart  or  wagon  the 

breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  exceed 

twelve  inches,  two  cents  for  each  horse 

drawing  the  same.    The  discrimination 
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ill  tolls  was  very  favorable  to  broad 

w  lulled  \\a,Li()iis. 
(  )\  rarls  and  ox  sleds  were  oftener 

mrt  with  than  horses  and  wag-Qiis. 
Most  of  the  vehicles  went  upon  two 

wheels.  (  )nl\'  on  the  main  road  were 

chariots  and  coaches,  gio-s,  carriages 
and  stage  coaches  to  be  seen.  When 
the  distance  was  great,  the  farmer 
wonld  mount  his  horse  and  take  his  wife 

on  the  pillion  l)ehind.  When  he  drove 
the  two-wheeled  cart,  his  wife  enjoyed 
the  comforts  of  a  chair. 

The  first  covered  carriage  owned  in 

the  county  was  an  asset  of  the  Pren- 
(lergast  family  when  they  settled  here 
in  iSos.    it  was  of  a  type  known  as  a 

CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

were  built  to  avoid  the  toll  charges  and 

were  called  "shunpikes." 
Plank  roads  were  built  from  West- 

field  south  through  the  western  towns 

and  from  Dunkirk  south  through  the 
eastern  towns  which  greatly  facilitated 
the  conveyance  of  merchandise.  Later 
other  roads  were  built  to  connect  with 

the  north  and  south  roads.  These  in- 

creased facilities  for  transportation  ad- 
vanced the  price  of  butter,  cheese  and 

farmers'  products  and  also  made 
a  market  for  many  articles  that  before 
had  none.  In  the  building  of  these 
roads  the  roadbed  was  covered,  as  the 

name  indicates,  with  heavy  planks,  and 

furnished  an  easy  and  pleasant  thor- 

[This  engraving  was  printed  on  the  certificates  of  stock  issued  for  the  plank  roads  of  the  county.] 

oughfare.  Though  the  travel  was  large, 

the  roads  did  not  prove  profitable  in- 
vestments and  were  abandoned  as  plank 

roads  and  became  township  roads  most- 

ly in  the  6o's. The  plank  roads  were  constructed  at 
a  cost  of  about  six  hundred  dollars  per 

mile.  All  together  there  was  about 
one  hundred  miles  within  the  county 

built  at  a  cost  of  about  sixty  thousand 

dollars.  Not  one  of  the  roads  paid  ex- 

penses and  repairs.  The  losses  in  op- 
eration cost  something  about  thirty 

thousand  dollars  more.  So  the  entire 
investment  to  the  stockholders  was 

about  ninety  thousand  dollars,  which 
represented  their  loss. 

traveling  carriage  used  by  the  more 
fortunate  of  the  people  when  traveling 
long  distances. 

In  all  instances  large  and  important 
bridges  \vere  buih  as  corporate  enter- 

prises, and  in  a  number  of  cases  such 
continued  for  years  to  be  toll 
bridges,  or  until  the  rights  of  the  com- 

pan\-  were  purchased  by  the  county  and 
the  bridges  made  free.  The  bridge  tolls 
were  gcnerallv  a  trifle  higher  than  the 
turnpike  toll  for  ten  mile  spaces. 

Rufus  Reed  built  a  toll  bridge  at  Cat- 
taraugus Creek  about  1830.  In  low 

water  the  immigrants  forded  the  creek 
above  the  bridge  and  saved  the  tolls. 
Near  many  of  the  turnpikes  other  roads 
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There  were  no  great  transportation 

methods  for  handhng-  freight  either  on 
the  lake  road  or  in  the  interior.  The 

bnlk  of  the  freight  coming  from  the 

east  was  shipped  in  the  spring  or  au- 
tumn through  the  canal  to  the  lake 

points  by  vessels.  For  that  reason  little 

freighting  was  done  by  wagons,  the  mer- 
chants uniformly  employing  farmers  and 

local  teamsters  in  shipping  out  and 
bringing  in  their  goods. 

In  1835  the  road  along  the  lake  shore 
was  in  its  most  prosperous  period.  The 
stages  drawn  by  four  or  six  horses  were 

continually  in  use.  The  New  England 
people  were  then  settling  the  Western 

Reserve  and  the  vast  traffic  brought 

easy  prosperitv  to  the  people  along  the 
roads  and  built  up  towns  and  villages. 
Some  of  the  inns  accommodated  twenty 
or  thirty  people  and  were  full  night  after 
night. 

For  some  years  before  the  beginning 
of  the  great  railroad  era  when  stage 
coaching  on  the  lake  road  became  a 

thing  of  the  past,  the  Ohio  Stage  Coach 

Company  conducted  the  line  from  Buf- 
falo to  Cleveland  and  Chicago.  The 

coaches  were  mostly  four  horse  stages, 
but  some  six  horse  stages  were  run 

with  inside  and  outside  seats  for  pas- 
sengers. The  four-horse  coaches  car- 

ried twelve  passengers  and  ran  in  divi- 
sions of  about  twelve  miles  each.  The 

usual  summer  runs  were  with  five  four- 

horse  teams  at  each  station,  ordinarily 
running  three  coaches  together  but 
sometimes  the  entire  five.  In  the  win- 

ter they  ran  as  high  as  thirty  teams  at 

a  station  and  sometimes  as  man)'  as 
twenty  stages  ran  in  a  train.  Some 
coaches  were  painted  wine  color 

and  some  yellow,  with  gold  trimmings. 

The  winter  stages  on  runners  were  gen- 
erally painted  wine  color,  and  for  deco- 

ration, on  the  doors  were  pictures  of 
the  presidents  and  other  public  men. 
They  were  heated  by  a  little  stove  under 

the  driver's  seat  and  so  kept  the  driver 

and  the  inside  of  the  coach  warm.  These 

sleighs  carried  from  eighteen  to  twenty 

passengers.  Teams  and  drivers  changed 
at  each  station, but  the  coaches  ran  from 

sixty  to  eighty  miles  without  changing. 
The  passing  in  the  night  of  these  trains 
of  coaches  with  their  great  lamps  all 

lighted,  running  from  eight  to  twelve 
miles  an  hour,  was  an  inspiring  sight. 

After  the  completion  of  the  Lake 

Shore  Railroad,  all  these  stage  coaches 
were  taken  to  Chicago  and  placed  on  a 
route  running  from  Chicago  to  the 
Mississippi  River.  The  vehicles  were 
made  in  Columbus,  O.,  and  were  of  the 

thorough  brace  type.  Stages  were 

spoken  of  as  "The  Monopoly  of  the  day 
— much  talked  of,  much  abused,  but 

never  wanting  in  efficiency." 

AN  OILD-TIME  TAVERN. 

Many  of  the  numerous  taverns  for  the 
entertainment  of  travelers  were  opened 
with  the  encouragemnt  of  the  Holland 

Land  Company.  It  sold  the  intended 

landlord  a  quantit}^  of  land,  giving  a 

liberal  time  for  payment,  without  inter- 
est, at  the  lowest  price  at  which  the  com- 

pd.ny  would  sell  its  lands.  So  aside  from 
the  income  derived  from  travelers,  the 

concession  of  the  Holland  Land  Com- 
pany  made  hotel  keeping  attractive. 
The  tavern  keepers  of  those  days  were 

usually  men  of  marked  force  of  char- 
acter, and  wielded  wide  political  influ- 
ence. It  is  said  that  at  one  time  there 

was  not  a  mile  along  the  lake  road  with- 
out a  public  house.  Among  the  most 

noted  of  those  old  taverns  were  James 
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McMalian's  at  the  Cross  Roads  and  D. 

K()\cc-'s  at  I\i])lcy.  Not  more  than  one 
in  WW  of  tlu'sc  i)ul)lic  houses  were  other 
lliaii  loix  IcMionuMits.  No  tavern  keeper 

was  -;iveii  a  Hcense  who  had  not  a  se- 
curely euclosed  yard  large  enough  to 

contain  all  the  sleighs,  wagons,  carts 
and  other  carriages  of  guests.  Many 
of  these  early  taverns  passed  away  with 
the  introduction  of  the  stage  coach  and 

liardl)  any  of  them  were  left  after  the 
middle  of  the  century.  After  that  time 

the  \illage  inn  took  the  place  of  the 
country  tavern  and  it  was  the  most  fre- 

(|uente(l  house  in  town.  Charles  Dick- 
ens left  this  ])en  picture  of  the  village  inn 

in  the  40's : 
"The  great  room  with  its  low  ceiling 

and  neatly  sanded  floor,  its  bright  pew- 
ter dishes  and  stout  backed,  slat-bot- 

tomed chairs  ranged  along  the  walls, 

its  long  table,  its  huge  fireplace,  with 

THE  FAMOUS  BUTTON'S  INN. 

tlic  benches  on  either  side,  where  the 
dogs  slept  at  night,  and  where  the 
guests  sat,  when  the  dipped  candles 
were  lighted,  to  drink  mull  and  flip, 
possessed  some  attraction  for  everyone. 
The  place  was  at  once  the  town  hall  and 
the  assembly  room,  the  court  house  and 
the  show  tent,  the  tavern  and  the  ex- 
change. 

"On  its  doors  were  fastened  the  hst  of 
names  drawn  for  the  jury,  notices  oj 
vendues,  offers  of  rewards  for  stray  cat^ 
tie,  the  names  of  tavern  haunters  and 
advertisements  of  the  farmers  who  had 
the  best  seed  potatoes  and  the  best  seed 
corn  for  sale.    It  was  there  that  wander- 

ing showmen  exhibited  their  automat- 
ons and  musical  clocks,  that  dancing 

masters  gave  their  lessons,  that  singing 
school  was  held,  that  the  caucus  met, 

that  the  Colonel  stopped  during  general 

training.  Thither  came  the  farmers 
from  the  back  country,  bringing  their 

food  in  boxes  and  their  horses'  food  in 
bags,  to  save  paying  the  landlord  more 
than  lodging  rates.  Thither  many  a 
clear  night  in  winter,  came  sleighloads 

of  young  men  and  women  to  dance  and 

romp,  and  go  home  by  the  light  of  the 
moon.  Thither,  too,  on  Saturdays,  came 
half  the  male  population  of  the  village. 

They  wrangled  over  politics,  made  bets, 
played  tricks,  and  fell  into  disputes 
which  were  sure  to  lead  to  jumping 

matches,  or  wrestling  matches,  or  trials 
of  strength  on  the  village  green.  As 
the  shadows  lengthened,  the  loungers 

dispersed,  the  tavern  was  closed,  and 

quiet  settled  upon  the  town."  A  sem- blance of  all  this  is  still  with  us  in  our 
villages. 

The  familiar  picture,  'The  Reproduc- 

duction  of  the  Early  Passenger  Train," 
recalls  an  incident  of  travel  over  the 

Central  Road  in  the  40's  when  trains 
were  raised  over  the  hill  between  Sche- 

nectady and  Albany  by  a  stationary  en- 
gine connected  with  a  long  rope  draw- 

ing the  car  up  the  hill  and  lowering  it 
on  the  other  side. 

A  traveler  describing  a  New  England 

railroad  ride  in  the  early  40's  says  : 
"There  is  a  great  deal  of  jolting,  a 

great  deal  of  noise,  a  great  deal  of  wall, 
not  much  window,  a  locomotive  engine, 
a  shriek  and  a  bell.  The  cars  are  like 

shabby  omnibuses,  but  larger,  holding 

thirty,  forty,  fifty  people.  The  seats 
instead  of  stretching  from  end  to  end 
are  placed  crosswise.  Each  seat  holds 
two  persons.  There  is  a  long  row  of 

them  on  each  side  of  the  caravan,  a  nar- 
row passage  up  the  middle,  and  a  door 

at  both  ends.  In  the  center  of  the  car- 
riage there  is  usually  a  stove,  fed  with 
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charcoal  or  anthracite  coal,  which  is  for 

the  most  part  red-hot.  It  is  insuffer- 
ably close;  and  you  see  the  hot  air  flut- 

tering between  yourself  and  any  other 

object  you  may  happen  to  look  at,  Hke 

the  ghost  of  smoke." 
Through  the  efifort  of  Judge  Marvin 

the  first  public  meeting  ever  held  any- 
where to  consider  the  building  of  the 

Erie  Railroad  was  held  in  Jamestown 

in  1 83 1.  Judge  Foote  presided  and 

Judge  Marvin  made  the  principal  ad- 
dress. 

The  first  public  movement  in  regard 

a  railroad  from  Portland  Harbor  to  the 

head  of  Chautauqua  Lake. 

The  Governor's  message  of  1839 
proposed  three  great  lines  of  railroad 

through  the  state — the  northern,  the 
middle  and  the  southern.  These  trans- 

portation projects  always  gave  new 
heart  to  the  people. 

The  people  were  beginning  to  struggle 

with  one  of  the  great  problems  of  our 

age — how  to  bring  the  farm  near  to  the 
city.  They  knew  that  distance,  speaking 
economically,  is  not  measured  in  miles, 
but  in  time,  monev  and  effort. 

DEWITT  CLINTON  ENGINE  AND  EIKST  RAILROAD  TRAIN  IN  NEW  TOKK, 

Photograph  of  fac-simile  of  train  made  by  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  R  Co.    By  courtesy  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  Si  H.  R  R.  R.  Co. 

to  the  construction  of  a  railroad  along 
the  lake  shore  was  held  at  Fredonia  in 

1831.  Its  object  was  to  organize  for 
the  building  of  a  road  from  Buffalo  to 
the  state  line  with  the  understanding 

that  it  was  to  connect  with  one  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  act  incorporating  the  New  York 
&  Erie  Railroad  was  passed  in  1832  and 
also  an  act  incorporating  the  Mayville 
&  Portland  Railway  with  a  capital  of 
one  hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  was 

passed  the  same  year.  This  was  the 
earliest  suggestion  of  the  road  finished 
but  today.    It  was  intended  to  construct 

The  completion  of  the  Erie  Railroad 

in  1851  marked  the  beginning  of  an  era 
in  the  history  of  the  county  as  did  that 

of  the  Erie  Canal  twenty-five  years  be- 
fore. The  Erie  Railroad  brought  direct 

and  quick  communication  with  New 

York  City  and  in  1852  the  Buffalo  & 
State  Line  Road  was  completed  from 

Buffalo  through  Dunkirk  to  Erie,  ma- 

terially increasing  the  facilities  for  trans- 

porting products  to  market  and  stimu- 
lating improvements  in  every  part  of 

the  county. 

The  great  enterprise  that  Chautau- 
qua County  had  so  anxiously  awaited 
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tliroiioli  loii.^-  years  of  (loiil)t  was  con- 
siiiiiiiiated  in  May,  1851,  when  the  New 

\nyk  vK;  lu-ie,  the  then  long-est  railroad 

in  \\]v  world,  was  completed  to  Dun- 
kirk. The  celebration  which  was  held 

in  Dunkirk  has  never  been  equalled  by 

aiiMhini;-  of  the  kind  in  the  county. 
A  company  was  formed  to  build  a 

raih-oad  from  Dunkirk  to  the  state  line 
under  the  ausjjices  of  the  New  York  & 
Erie  Road.  Some  work  was  done.  Had 

it  been  completed,  it  would  have  made 
lirie,  Pennsylvania,  the  terminus  of  the 
Xew  York  &  Erie  Road. 

Dunkirk  was  a  place  of  much  import- 
ance for  some  years  and  its  wharves 

and  warehouses  were  utilized  to  their 

fullest  cai)acity,  but  after  the  Erie  was 

comi)lele(l  from  Hornellsville  to  Buf- 
falo, its  western  division  became  of 

minor  im])ortance  and  its  line  of  steam- 
ers was  withdrawn. 

Within  a  year  after  the  New 

York  &  Erie  was  comoleted,  an- 

other important  railroad  was  in  op- 
eration through  Northern  Chautau- 

(|ua — the  Buf¥alo  &  State  Line.  About 
that  time  a  road  was  organized 
in  Erie  to  be  built  from  Erie  to  the  state 
line  to  connect  with  the  Buffalo  &  State 
Line  Road.  This  road  was  of  six  foot 

gauge.  The  roads  in  New  York  State 
were  of  four  feet  ten  inch  gauge.  By 
the  law^s  of  Pennsylvania,  at  that  time 
all  roads  entering  Erie  from  the  east 

were  to  be  six  feet  or  four  feet  eight 
and  one-half  inch  gauge  and  all  from 
the  w^est  four  feet  ten  inches.  The  dif- 

ference in  gauges  was  a  serious  incon- 

venience to  the  Railroad  Companies  and 
to  the  public  and  on  the  17th  of  No- 

vember, 1853,  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  which  the  road  between  the  sta  e 
line  and  Erie  was  to  alter  its  track  to 
four  feet  ten  inches,  making  a  uniform 
gauge  from  Buffalo  to  Cleveland.  The 
change  was  effected  in  two  months  and 
completed  February  i,  1854,  when  the 
first  through  train  under  the  new  ar- 

CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

rangement  passed  through  Chautauqua 
County  from  the  East.  This  proposed 

change  and  consolidation  created  so 
much  excitement  that  citizens  gathered 
at  some  points  on  the  route  and  tore 
down  the  bridg^es  and  took  out  the  track 

across  streets.  Only  a  few  citizens  sid- 
ed with  the  Railroad  Company  and  they 

were  treated  as  common  enemies. 

A  few  years  afterward,  the  Erie  & 
North  East  and  the  Buffalo  &  State  Line 
Railroads  were  consolidated  under  the 

title  of  the  Buffalo  &  Erie  Railroad. 

Sometime  in  the  6o's  a  consolidation  of 
the  roads  was  effected,  making  one 
management  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago, 
the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern. 

Railroads  were  chartered  as  common 

carriers  and  not  as  forwarders  ;  hence  as 

conceived  and  for  many  years  conduct- 
ed, the  duties  of  the  company  ceased 

when  the  end  of  their  rails  was  reached. 

Thus  there  grew  up  in  the  early  days 
a  class  of  forwarders  from  terminal 

points  that  undertook  to  transfer  goods 
from  one  railroad  to  another  and  ar- 

range for  the  forwarding  of  same  to 
their  destination.  Shippers  had  to  bear 

the  expense  of  such  intermediate  ser- 
vice. For  example — a  dozen  different 

companies,  separately  owned  and  oper- 
ated, constituted  the  route  from  New 

York  to  Cleveland.  Hence  we  are  apt 
to  underrate  the  initial  undertaking  of 
consolidation.  The  policy  thus  pursued 

was  speedily  followed  through  the  coun- 
try. 

The  tendency  to  combine  which 

spread  with  amazing  rapidity  alarmed 

the  public,  and  legislative  committees 
were  appointed  to  devise  remedies  for 

the  alleged  evil,  but  as  there  could  be  no 
effective  way  of  stopping  people  from 
controlling  all  they  were  able  to  buy, 

the  process  went  on.  Eventually  the  in- 
terests of  a  few  had  to  yield  to  the  good 

of  the  many,  and  by  the  union  of  inde- 
pendent lines  into  through  routes,  the 

service  to  the  pubHc  was  improved  and 
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cheapened  and  the  new  order  gained 
favor. 

That  railroads  would  handle  long  dis- 
tance traffic,  that  they  would  create  new 

industries,  or  that  they  would  compete 
successfully  with  water  routes  was  not 

expected  by  anybody.  The  competition 
of  the  New  York  Central  with  the  Erie 
Canal  was  met  with  severe  criticism. 

Mass  meetings  were  held  to  insist  upon 
the  passage  of  laws  that  should  stifle 
such  competition.  In  1870  canals  were 
compelled  to  abolish  their  tolls.  The 

rates  were  reduced  again  and  again. 

So  large  a  part  of  the  expense  of  rail- 
road transportation  is  connected  with 

loading  and  unloading  rather  than  with 
the  actual  haul  that  the  cost  of  service 

does  not  increase  in  proportion  to  the 
distance. 

The  railroad  is  essentially  a  monop- 
oly, and  speaking  generally,  moderation 

in  rates  is  to  be  secured  not  by  competi- 
tion but  by  some  other  force — by  the 

pressure  of  public  opinion,  by  public 
authority,  or  by  the  self  interest  of  the 

roads  acting  through  a  desire  to  in- 
crease the  movement  of  commodities 

by  offering  transportation  at  a  lower 
price,  transportation  being  something 
upon  which  every  considerable  branch 
of  industry  is  immediately  and  vitally 
dependent. 

The  capital  for  building  American 
roads  was  so  scarce  that  great  economy 

was  used  in  the  road-beds  and  tracks, 

and  to  offset  this  deficiency,  we  devel- 
oped a  superior  system  of  equipment. 

To  make  up  for  the  greater  liability  to 
collision  and  accident,  a  system  of  car 

construction  was  devised  with  longitud- 
inal instead  of  transverse  arrangement 

of  beams  as  in  Europe  which  rendered 
accidents  far  less  disastrous  when  they 

occurred.  In  this  development  of  car 

equipment,  George  M.  Pullman,  a  na- 
tive of  Chautauqua,  has  been  the  leader. 

It  was  for  Mr.  Pullman  to  solve  the 

problem    of   long    continuous  railway 

journeys.  In  a  sixty-mile  night  ride 
from  Buffalo  to  Westfield  in  1858  he 
occupied  a  bunk  in  one  of  the  so-called 

sleeping  cars  of  that  period.  The  car 
was  modeled  after  the  sleeping  bunks 

in  use  on  passenger  boats  on  the  canals 
and  consisted  of  three  tiers  of  shelves 

on  each  side  of  the  car,  and  was  scarce- 

ly more  comfortable  than  the  ordinary 
day  coaches.  That  ride  was  the  dawn 
of  comfort  on  wheels. 

In  1859,  with  neither  power  nor  influ- 
ence and  unknown  to  the  railway  world, 

he  induced  the  Chicago  &  Alton  Railroad 

Company  to  remodel  two  of  the  old  day 
coaches  of  their  road  into  sleeping  cars, 

using  a  patent  which  he  bought,  supple- 
mented by  improvements  of  his  own. 

Soon  after  he  commenced  the  construc- 

tion of  a  sleeping  car  that  was  destined 

to  revolutionize  travel  and  rightly  asso- 
ciate his  name  inseparably  with  progress 

in  railway  equipment.  This  car  was 

named  "The  Pioneer"  and  was  built 
upon  the  correct  principles  which  are 

now  the  standard  of  all  first  class  sleep- 
ing cars  and  represented  the  highest 

achievement  in  the  machinery  of  pass- 
enger transportation  just  as  does  the 

Pullman  car  of  today.  From  the  com- 
pletion of  that  car,  the  Pullman  has 

never  been  dislodged  from  the  dominant 

position  it  took  in  one  leap  at  the  very 

outset.  "The  Pioneer"  cost  $18,000 
and  the  car  which  came  after  it  cost 

$24,000. It  was  Mr.  Pullman  who  taught  the 
world  that  you  can  take  a  luxurious 

meal  while  riding  at  the  rate  of  fifty 
miles  an  hour  just  as  it  was  he  who 

made  it  possible  for  a  man  to  do  a 

day's  work  in  one  city  and  arise  refresh- 

ed and  ready  for  another  day's  work  in 
another  city  hundreds  of  miles  away. 
It  is  an  interesting  speculation  as  to 

how  much  this  convenience,  by  multiply- 
ing many  times  the  working  capacity  of 

the  individual,  has  added  to  the  total  in- 
dustrial energy  of  the  country. 
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Whatever  inventive  o'enius  Mr.  Piill- 

inan  possessed  enlminated  in  the  vesti- 
bule, wliieli  makes  a  solid  yet  perfectly 

siniions  train  with  i)ractically  absolute 

innnnnit\  Ironi  dani^'er  to  passengers 
rviMi  in  the  nK)st  violent  collision, 

and  with  a  p()ssil)le  exception  of  the  in- 
tr()(hieti()n  of  the  air  brake,  which 

])nls  the  control  of  the  train  complete- 
1\  in  the  liands  of  the  engineer,  there 

has  been  no  event  of  railw^ay  devel- 
nient  so  ini])ortant  in  securing  safety 

to  the  traveling  ]niblic  as  the  invention 
oi  the  TuUman  vestibule.  We  now 

start  out  from  any  city  in  the  United 
States,  Canada  or  Mexico  and  travel 

ing  stock  and  in  locomotives  have  made 

it  possible  with  a  given  amount  of  fuel 

and  train  service  expense  to  accom- 
plish in  actual  hauling  ten  times  the 

amount  that  was  possible  a  genera- 
tion ago. 

All  this  has  revolutionized  economic 

conditions.  The  whole  world  is  brought 
next  door. 

A  marvelous  change  in  the  passen- 
ger equipment  has  taken  place,  but  still 

more  marvelous  is  the  change  that  has 
been  effected  in  the  locomotive.  The 

first  engine  drew  but  thirty  tons  on  the 
level  road ;  a  locomotive  built  today 
with  ten  wheels  coupled  is  guaranteed 

INTERIOR  OF  PULLMAN  DRAWING  ROOM  CAR. 

to  all  accessible  parts  of  the  North 
American  continent  over  different  rail- 

roads and  we  find  the  one  harmonious, 
perfectlv  administered  system  of  trans- 

portation. Whether  you  go  aboard  a 
Pullman  car  in  New  York  or  Arizona, 
you  find  the  same  beautiful  surround- 

ings, the  same  cleanliness  and  order, 
the  same  comfort  and  attentive  service. 
^  on  may  pass  under  one  roof  from 
your  dining  room  to  your  sitting  room 
or  vour  sleeping  room  as  in  your  own home. 

Steel  rails  were  introduced  in  1870 
and  the  use  of  stronger  bridges  ren- 

dered heavier  loading  safe.  The  im- 
provements in  tracks,  in  bridges,  in  roll- 

to  haul  three  thousand  five  hundred 

tons  of  freight  on  a  level  road,  which 
exceeds  the  burden  of  an  average  ocean 
liner,  and  a  large  modern  freight  car 

has  a  capacity  of  fift}^  tons. 

A  long  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of 
public  blessings  and  a  familiarity  with 
their  use  tend  to  make  us  unmindful  of 
their  magnitude. 

The  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  Rail- 

road had  been  completed  through  Chau- 

taucjua  County  in  i860,  giving  Chautau- 
qua County  a  rail  outlet  to  the  east  and 

west ;  and  with  it  practically  came  the 
passing  of  the  stage  coach  days.  Its 
advent  into  Jamestown  was  celebrated 

by  bonfires,  speeches  and  general  jolli- 
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fication,  not  since  equalled  except  in  the 
great  celebration  of  the  termination  of 
the  Civil  War. 

The  Cross-Cut  Railroad  was  built 
from  Corry,  Pennsylvania,  to  Brocton 
in  1867  to  secure  a  lake  outlet  for  the 
Oil  Creek  Railroad  and  a  connection 

with  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  independ- 
ent of  the  Philadelphia  &  Erie.  These 

routes  were  consolidated  under  one 

management  and  have  1)ecome  a  part 
of  the  Pennsylvania  system,  providing 
a  railroad  outlet  for  Chautauqua  and 
neisrhborine  towns. 

road.  The  system  of  heating  cars  bv 
steam  from  the  locomotive  was  first 

in  use  on  this  road  and  was  the  in- 
vention of  Wilham  Martin  of  Dunkirk. 

This  heating  system  did  much  for  the 
comfort  of  the  traveling  public. 

The  New  York,  Chicago  &  St.  Louis 
Railroad  (Nickel  Plate)  was  organized 
in  1880  to  build  a  railroad  from  Buffalo 

to  Chicago  by  way  of  Dunkirk,  Erie 
and  Cleveland,  and  the  first  through 

passenger  train  crossed  Chautauqua 

County  August  31,  1882.  In  the  winter 

of  1882-3,  the  road  was  purchased  in  the 

EMPIRE  STATE  EXPRESS.  HIGHEST  DEVELOPMENT  OF  RAILROADING  IN  1904. 

By  courtesy  of  N.  Y.  C,  &  H.  R.  R.  R.  Co. 

In  the  revolution  of  the  railroad  oper- 
ation, rates  were  adjusted  on  a  mileage 

basis,  and  competitive  points  were  fav- 
ored, which  led  to  a  mania  for  railroad 

construction.  Aid  was  voted  by  munici- 
palities and  a  network  of  railroads 

sprang  into  existence.  Among  these 
roads  to  which  aid  was  given  was  the 

Dunkirk,  Allegheny  Valley  &  Pittsburg 
Railroad,  opened  in  1871,  connecting 
the  northern  and  southern  parts  of 
the  county.  The  capital  on  which 
the  road  was  completed  was  largely 

subscribed   by   the   towns   along  the 

interest  of  the  Lake  Shore.  It  has 

been  run  in  harmony  with  that  line,  al- 
though a  separate  organization  and  an 

apparent  competition  are  kept  up. 
The  Chautauqua  Lake  Railroad  was 

opened  in  1888,  being  completed  to 

Mayville  May  nth  of  that  year,  and 

was  in  June,  igo2,  completed  to  West- 
field.  This  road  has  been  of  material 

value  to  Jamestown  as  it  has  furnished 

a  competing  line  of  transportation. 
The  earliest  American  sailing  vessel 

on  Lake  Erie  was  a  small  boat  owned 

and  run   by  Captain  William   Lee  in 
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which  he  carried  passengers  and  light 

articles  of  freight  between  Buffalo  and 

[•jic  touching  at  liarcelona.  She  was 

constructed  to  use  oars  in  going  against 

the  wind  and  had  no  crew,  the  passen- 

gers l)eing  obliged  to  work  their  pass- 
age. 

The  first  strictly  sailing  vessel  that 

touched  at  a  Chautauqua  port  was  the 

"Washington,"  built  in  Erie  in  1798,  and 

was  employed  some  twelve  years.  Be- 
fore the  War  of  181 2,  a  dozen  vessels 

com])Osed  the  whole  merchant  fleet  of 

the  lake  and  averaged  sixty  tons.  The 
chief  article  of  freight  was  sah.  The 

Further  communication  with  Buffalo 

was  opened  by  means  of  the  "Pioneer" and  steamboats  going  to  the  far  western 

points  were  induced  to  call  at  Dunkirk 
for  the  convenience  of  those  who  were 

western  bound  and  gave  a  new  impetus 

to  the  general  trade  and  improvement 
of  the  county.  In  1827  the  steamboat 

"Pioneer"  made  regular  trips  between 
Buffalo  and  Dunkirk  and  a  Hue  of  stages 
between  Dunkirk  and  Erie  connected 

with  that  steamer.  There  were  several 

small  harbors  on  the  lake  shore — Silver 
Creek,  Dunkirk  and  Barcelona. 

In  1846  a  daily  steamboat  line  was  es- 

AK  RIVAL  OF  THE  FIRST  TRAIN  IN  JAMESTOWN.  AUGUST  24,  1860. 

first  steamboat  navigating  Lake  Erie 

was  the  "Walk-in-the-Water"  launched 

in  1813.  Afterward  came  the  "Wil- 

liaiu  Penn"  in  1826,  built  by  the  Erie  & 
Chautau(|ua  Steamboat  Company.  Af- 

ter that  there  were  several  steamers 

stopping  at  Chautauqua  points. 

The  "  Walk-in-the-Water's  "  rates 
from  Buffalo  to  Dunkirk  were  three 
dollars  and  from  Dunkirk  to  Erie  three 
dollars;  Dunkirk  to  Detroit  fifteen  dol- 

lars. The  facilities  for  travel  afforded 

by  this  boat  brought  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty a  little  nearer  the  East,  lessening  the 

tiiue  and  increasing  the  number  of  pass- 
engers to  and  from  Buffalo. 

tablished  between  Erie  and  Buffalo.  Up 

to  1845  all  the  lake  steamboats  used 
wood  for  fuel  giving  employment  to  a 

large  number  of  Chautauqua  men  and 
teams. 

Except  for  a  few  years  after  that, 

Chautauqua  has  realized  but  Httle  bene- 
fit from  Lake  Erie  navigation,  and  the 

extension  of  the  Erie  Railroad  from 
Hornellsville  to  Buffalo  cut  off  future 

possibilities. 
In  1820  the  first  expenditure  of  public 

money  within  this  county  was  made  in 
improving  the  facilities  of  navigating 
Lake  Erie,  when  four  thousand  dollars 

was  appropriated  for  a  lighthouse  at 
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Dunkirk  Harbor  ;  three  thousand  dollars 

was  appropriated  for  a  breakwater  the 

next  year,  and  further  appropriations 
have  been  expended  from  time  to  time 
on  that  harbor. 

A  lighthouse  was  built  at  Silver  Creek 

"WALK-IN-THE-WATER." 
FIRST  STEAMBOAT  ON  I.AKE  ERIE. 

in  1828  at  an  expense  of  thirty-five  hun- 
dred dollars.  In  182Q  a  lighthouse  was 

built  at  Barcelona  and  illuminated  by 
natural  gas  carried  in  pump  logs  from 
the  gas  spring. 

The  last  appropriation  for  the  benefit 

of  the  Chautauqua  ports  was  an  appro- 
priation of  four  hundred  fifty  thousand 

KEJPHODtrCTIOJT  FROM  A  POSTEK  ADVERTISEMENT 
OWN^ED  BT  THE  XiATE  CHARLES  LEE  OF 

SILVER  CREEK,  UNDER  DATE 
OF  JULY   4,  1851 

dollars  made  by  Congress  in  1897  for 
deepening  Dunkirk  Harbor.  As  yet 

little  benefit  to  shipping  has  been  rea- 
lized from  this  appropriation. 

There  are  men  living  in  whose  in- 

fancy ship-building  and  navigation,  so 
far  as  motive  power  and  material  of  con- 

struction are  concerned,  had  not  essen- 
tially changed  since  the  beginning  of  the 

Christian  era,  but  during  the  past  cen- 
tury these  occupations  have  been  so 

revolutionized  in  every  phase  that  the 

facts  of  1800  put  beside  the  facts  of  1900 

are  interesting  chiefly  to  the  antiquar- 
ian. 

The  perfection  of  the  service  on  the 
Great  Lakes  is  well  shown  at  the  mouth 

of  the  Detroit  River.  At  that  point, 

during  the  open  season  of  eight  months, 

a  steamship  passes  every  three  and  a 
half  minutes  day  and  night,  the  total 

tonnage   exceeding  that   entering  the 

LIGHTHOUSE— DUNKIRK  HARBOR. 

ports  of  New  York  and  Liverpool  in  a 
whole  year.  The  flying  delivery  of  mails 

to  "these  ships  that  pass  in  the  night" 
has  no  parallel  elsewhere.  Every  steam- 

er is  met  and  mail  collected  and  deliv- 
ered without  even  slowing  up.  Orders 

from  headquarters,  messages  from 
home,  letters  written  on  the  trip,  the 
thousand  and  one  communications  to 

and  from  an  enormous  fleet  moving  in 

an  ever-changing  panorama,  are  all 
handled  in  this  great  exchange  on  the 
water.  Letters  are  stamped  on  thfe 
back  each  with  the  name  of  the  steamer 

it  is  intended  for,  in  characters  so  large 
that  they  can  be  read  by  lamplight ; 

L  L  E 
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thcv  arc  enclosed  in  water-tight  bags,  without  deviating  from  the  course  or 

so  that  if  the  boat  carrying  them  should     slackening  the  speed. 

OLD  WAREHOUSE  AND  L  IG HT HO D SE— SIL  VE  R  CREEK. 

l)e  ui)set,  the  mails  would  float  unm-  Before  and  after  the  settlement  of 

jnrcd,  and  are  hauled  on  board  the  pass-    Jamestown,  keel  and  Durham  boats  and 

LIGHTHOUSE— BARCELONA. 

nig  vessels,  while  the  return  mails  are  large  canoes  passed  up  and  down  the 
received  and  an  exchange  is  effected    Conewango,  the  Outlet  and  Chautau- 
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qua  Lake  to  Mayville  carrying  furs  and 
salt  and  many  of  the  articles  of  early 
traffic.   This  manner  of  traffic  continued 

STUAMEK— CIT  V  O  F  B  U  FFA  LO— L  AKE  ERIE. 

well  through  the  first  half  of  the  cen- 
tury. 

The  first  effort  toward  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  waters  of  Chautauqua 

was  in  1820  when  a  company  was  incor- 
porated for  the  purpose  of  improving 

Cassadaga  Creek  were  cleared  and  a 

boat  built,  but  owing  to  the  many  turn- 
ings, navigation  was  found  to  be  im- 

practicable. 
The  navigation  by  keel  1)oats  was  no 

small  affair,  as  all  the  iron,  nails,  window 

glass,  bacon,  flour,  grind-stones,  and  a 
great  variety  of  other  goods  essential 
to  the  life  of  the  settlers  were  poled  up 

the  Allegheny  and  Conewango  from 

Pittsburg.  The  pot-ash  and  black  salts 
found  a  ready  market  in  Pittsburg  as 
both  were  used  in  making  glass  in  their 
factories.  A  part  of  the  other  loading 
for  down  the  river  tri]:)s  was  deer  and 
bear  skins,  furs  and  maple  sugar. 

The  saw-mill  owners  were  obliged, 

when  building  their  dams  on  the  Cone- 
wango, to  construct  locks  to  allow  boats 

to  pass.  After  the  commerce  became 
more  considerable,  horses  were  used  in 
drawine  these  boats. 

WARPING  RAFT  UP  STREAM. 

the  navigation  of  the  Cassadaga  and  The  first  steamboat  on  Chautauqua 
Conewango  Creeks  to  the  state  line.  Lake  was  built  in  1827  by  a  company 
Several  miles  of  the  upper  part  of  the    headed  by  Alvin  Plumb  and  was  named 
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"C'li.-nit.-ni(|iia."  A  lar.q-er  boat  was  built 

in  iS:;5  named  "Robert  Falconer." (  )tluTs  followed  and  were  abandoned 
■  T  buriUMl  nntil  it  is  said  that  between 

tort\  and  fifty  steamboats  have  been 

bnili.  In  1S46  Emery  Warren's  history 
speaks  of  Chautaucjna  Lake  as  the 

"most  elevated  l^ody  of  water  on  which 

a  steamboat  floats  in  the  known  world." 
The  present  fleet  owned  by  the  Chau- 

tauqua Steamboat  Company  consists  of 

eiq-ht  o-Qod  sized,  well  equipped  and 
well  managed  steamers.  There  are 
numerous  other  small  steamboats  owned 

MODERN  STEAxMBOAT.  CHAUTAUQUA  LAKE 

outside  of  the  Chautauqua  Steamboat 
Company  and  over  one  hundred  small 
private  yachts. 

Dm-lno-  the  stage  coach  days  and 
down  to  1870,  there  was  a  large  amount 
of  passenger  and  freight  business  done 
bv  the  1)oats.  Steamers  connected  with 
stages  from  Westfield  and  on  the  way 
down  the  lake  passengers  were  served 
with  excellent  fish  suppers  that  became 
famous  In  1871,  by  the  explosion  of 
the  boiler  of  the  "Chautauqua,"  fourteen 
passengers  were  killed.  This  is  the  only 
case  of  loss  of  life  or  serious  accident 
to  a  passenger  on  any  of  the  Chautau- 

qua Lake  boats.  After  that  but  little 
passenger  business  was  done  down  to  the 
time  of  the  opening  of  the  Chautauqua 

Assembly.  The  business  of  the  boats  was 
almost  entirely  freight.  Season  tickets 
were  fifteen  dollars  each  and  single 

passage  one  dollar  each.  In  1883  the 
Red  Stack  Line  reduced  season  tickets 

to  one  dollar  with  trip  tickets  twenty- 
five  cents,  and  only  entire  strangers 
were  asked  to  pay  that.  Liquor  was 
sold  on  all  the  boats  up  to  1885.  Since 
that,  conditions  have  steadily  improved, 

and  courtesy,  comfort,  luxury  and  safe- 
ty are  found  on  all  the  boats. 
Chautauqua  Lake  has  taken  a  vast  part 

in  the  business  development  of  the  coun- 

"THE  CHAUTAUQUA"  SOON  AFTER  THE 
EXPLOSION 

ty  and  the  policies  of  the  companies 
managing  the  transportation  have  been 
liberal  and  beneficent. 

Back  in  the  30's  a  curious  kind  of  an 
omnibus  car — the  *7^hn  Mason"  by 
name — was  drawn  by  horses  over  strap 
rails  laid  on  stone  ties  through  Fourth 
Avenue  in  New  York.  This  was  the 

first  passenger  street  railway  ever  built. 
It  was  not  a  success  and  no  others  were 

projected  until  twenty  years  later  when 
a  sort  of  a  boom  in  street  railroad  con- 

struction appeared  in  the  50's. 
The  street  railroad  is  distinctively  an 

American  idea  but  has  lately  found 
lodgment  throughout  the  world.  In 
1873  the  cable  car  was  ushered  in  and 

not  until  about  '80  did  a  practical  elec- 
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trie  railway  appear,  Edison  having  built 
the  first  electrie  railroad  in  Ameriea 

that  year,  and  the  cable  car  is  now  a 

thing  of  the  past  except  on  very  abrupt 
grades.  The  first  electric  railroad  seek- 

ing business  was  built  in  Chicago  in 
1883. 

In  1887  the  success  of  electric  rail- 
ways was  still  trembling  in  the  balance. 

The  trolley  was  a  heavy  four  wheel 
truck  that  ran  on  two  wires  and  was 

drawn  after  the  car  by  a  flexible  cable. 

The  movement  did  not  spread  to  smaller 

cities  until  about  1890.  Radical  im- 
provements in  electric  apparatus  mark- 

ed the  progress  of  the  year  and  the  sys- 

lic  and  private  buildings  of  Fredonia. 

They  also  operate  the  electric  light  and 

power  plant  and  the  l^-cdonia  natural 

gas  plant. The  Jamestown  Street  Railroad 

(horse  street  railroad)  was  incorporated 
in  1883  and  was  put  in  o])eration  in  1884, 
with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  John  T.  Wilson  was  the  first 

President  of  the  Jamestown  Street  Rail- 
road. Mr.  Wilson  remained  President 

of  the  road  for  two  years  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Robert  N.  Marvin  ;  he  in 
turn  was  succeeded  l)y  James  B.  Ross 
who  served  until  1889  when  Almet  N. 
Broadhead  was  elected  President.  In 

FIRST  ELECTRIC  LINE  IN  CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

tem  now  in  vogue  was  generally  adopt- 
ed. 

The  first  street  railroad  company  in 

the  county,  the  Dunkirk  &  Fredonia, 
was  chartered  in  1864.  The  organiza- 

tion was  completed  in  1865  with  Thom- 
as L.  Higgins,  President.  The  road 

commenced  operations  in  Seotember, 

1866,  having  a  strap  rail  for  track.  Dr. 
M.  M.  Fenner  became  President  in 

1880.  In  1890  the  road  was  rebuilt  and 
the  motor  power  changed  from  horse 

to  electricity,  with  a  new  rail  and  elab- 
orate car  equipment.  In  1894  the  com- 

pany installed  a  steam  heating  plant  and 

is  successfully  heating  many  of  the  pub- 

189 1  the  motor  power  w^as  changed  to 
electricity  and  the  mileage  of  the  road 
greatly  extended.  The  company  now 

own  and  operate  twenty-two  miles  of 
track  and  forty-eight  cars. 

The  Dunkirk  and  Point  Gratiot  Trac- 
tion Company  was  organized  in  1900 

with  Daniel  F.  Toomev  President.  The 

road  is  operated  onl}-  during  the  sum- 
mer months. 

The  father  of  the  present  bicycle  was 

the  hobby  horse.  Hobby  horse  riding 
was  a  popular  form  of  amusement  early 
in  the  century.  In  1866  cranks  were 

first  applied  to  the  front  wheel.  It  w^as 
really   introduced   in   the    year  1790 
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and  was  used  with  a  stationary  front  by  turning  the  handle  bar  in  
its  bearings, 

wheel  for  about  thirty  years.     About  and  was  the  first  to  be  fitte
d  with  rub- 

iSiS  tlie  front  wheel  was  phiced  in  a  fork  ber  tires  carried  in  half-ro
und  hollow 

which  was  cai)a1)le  of  a  rotary  move-  iron  rims.    In  1882  came  th
e  ball-bear- 

.lAMKSTOWN'S  FIRST  STREET  RAIL  WAY  CAR  WITH  D  I  RE  CT  OK  S  ()  F  K  O  A  D ,  JUNE  19,  1884 

nuMit.  ^rhe  velocipede  bears  date  of 
1870.  The  wheels  were  of  unequal  size, 

tlie  (h-i\in'^-  wheel  bein'j  in  front  and 
()l)erate(l  l)v  cranks  and  pedals.  The 

wlu-els  were  of  the  buggy  type.  Then 

MODERN  STREET  CAR— CITY  OF 
JAMESTOWN. 

in  1878  came  a  machine  with  a  rear 
wheel  very  much  reduced  in  dimensions, 
with  a  roller  brake  on  the  back  wheel 
operated  by  a  leather  thonor  tiditened 

ing,  which  was  the  highest  development 

of  the  wheels  of  the  "Ordinary"  type. 
The  "Safety"  machines  came  in  in  1883. 
In  1884  came  the  first  rear  driven  chain 

"Safety"  in  this  country.  The  ''Safety" 
type  was  fully  developed  in  1889  and  in 
this  was  shown  the  first  careful  finish 
and  attention  to  detail.  The  cushion 

tire  of  this  machine  paved  the  way  for 

the  pneumatic  tire.  The  fully  developed 

machines  of  1896  contained  all  the  es- 
sential modern  improvements  of  the 

type,  but  the  last  machine,  the  one  of 

1900,  is  supposed  to  represent  the  acme 

of  bicycle  construction,  being  the  chain- 
less  machine  with  reduced  weight  to 

twenty-five  pounds. 

During  the  time  that  the  bicycle  was 
a  fad,  when  thousands  of  bicycles  were 

in  use  in  the  county,  several  local  es- 
tablishments manufactured  them — not- 

ably the  Fenton  Metallic  Company — 
but  the  strong  competition  made  their 
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manufacture  unprofitable  and  all  dis- 
continued their  production.  The  bicy- 

cle has  taken  a  strong  place  as  a  practi- 
cal method  of  travel  and  will  probably 

not  be  dislodged  from  its  place  of  utili- 

ANCIENT  VBLOCIPKDE. 

ty.  It  was  the  first  vehicle  to  usher  in 

the  dawn  of  the  good  roacls  movement. 

The  Century  Cycle  Club  of  Jamestown 
made  the  first  movement  toward  build- 

ing a  sidepath,  the  first  work  l^eing  done 
in  1896.  Other  sidepaths  followed  in 
different  parts  cf  the  county. 

While  we  have  smoothed  the  way  by 

bringing  energy  to  bear  upon  the  move- 
ment of  goods  and  removing  the  0I)- 

structions  to  such  service  on  our  rail- 

ways, our  common  roadways  remain 

about  as  they  have  been  for  a  genera- 
tion. They  are  bad  in  design,  bad  in 

construction,  wasteful  in  cost,  and  al- 
most useless  through  a  part  of  each  year 

in  every  section. 
The  traveler  abroad  cannot  but  notice 

the  excellence  of  the  country  roads  and 
mark  the  contrast  between  them  and 

those  in  all  parts  of  our  own  county. 

Our  people,  engrossed  in  other  matters, 
have  until  recently  shown  little  tendency 

to  take  up  the  problem  of  rural  trans- 
portation in  a  systematic  and  thought- 

ful manner.  The  saving  would  be  not 

only  direct  in  decreasing  the  cost  of 
transportation  but  indirect  in  enabling 

the  farmer  to  choose  the  time  of  1)ring- 
ing  his  produce  to  market. 

To  secure  a  good  system  of  country 
roads,  two  things  are  necessary — a  con- 

siderable expenditure  of  money  and  a 
better  system  of  administration.  No 

comprehensive  or  far-sighted  policy  can 
be  expected  until  the  roads  arc  classified 

and  those  of  general  importance  main- 
tained at  the  general  expense  and  in  a 

condition  suitable  to  the  amount  of  traf- 
fic that  passes  over  them.  The  good 

roads  movement  is  an  unmistaka1:)le 

sign  of  a  new  commercial  period  whose 
extent  is  not  yet  perceived  but  whose 
beginnings  will  in  the  future  doubtless 
l)e  marked  as  a  remarkable  Cj^och  in 
the  history  of  commerce. 

The  good  roads  movement,  the  bicy- 
cle and  the  automobile  have  come  ui)on 

HIGH  VVHKEL  VEl.OClPEDE. 

US  nearly  hand  in  hand.  Some  of  the 
older  ones  among  us  have  witnessed 

the  absorption  of  the  stage  coach  and 

the  wagon  by  the  railroad,  and  only  in 

poetry  have  postilions  and  the  old  stage 
coach  left  any  traces. 
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W'c  now  to  all  ai)pcarances  stand  at  because  the  highways  are  all  as  smooth 

tlu'  l)r-innin^-  of  a  new  ])roccss  of  ab-  as  park  paths. 

soi-plion  of  tlu-  saiiie  kind  which  prob-  The  development  of  motive  power  is 
al)l\  will  assume  far  greater  dimensions  sure  to  be  rapid.    The  weakness  of  the 

tli.in  the  lirsl.     It  is  a  question  of  the  present  machine  is  not  in  the  automo- 

POPJS  CHAINLESS  BICYCLE.  1904. 

displacement  of  horses  by  the  motor. 
Of  course  it  is  not  for  the  present  imag- 

ined that  the  absorption  will  be  so  com- 

plete a  one  as  in  the  case  of  the  stage 
coach  and  wagon,  but  in  the  public 
traffic,  both  passenger  and  trucking,  in 
the  cities  it  will  soon  to  all  appearances 
be  as  complete  as  is  today  the  overthrow 
of  the  horse  for  street  railroad  service. 
The  automobile  has  entered  modern 

life  as  a  factor  of  high  economic  signifi- 
cance. Never  before  has  American 

genius  and  enterprise  created  so  import- 
ant a  business  interest  as  their  manu- 

facture in  so  short  a  time.  It  is  a  sig- 
nilicant  fact  that  more  vehicles— five 
times  over— are  being  exported  than 
are  sold  here  at  home.  The  utility  of 
the  automobile  in  any  city  or  country  is 
in  direct  proportion  to  the  condition  of 
its  streets  and  roads,  and  that  it  has 
met  with  such  acceptance  in  France  is 

bile  itself  but  in  the  driving  qualities. 
Those  well  informed  on  the  subject  say 

that  an  electric  battery  will  soon  carry 
a  vehicle  one  hundred  miles  with  one 

charge  while  the  present  limit  is  fifty 

WHITE  STEAM  TOURING  CAR,  1904. 
By  courtesy  White  Automobile  Co.,  New  York. 

miles,  and  that  in  every  other  way  the 

new  battery  is  to  be  far  superior  to  that 
which  has  been  in  use.  The  coming 

power  is  electricity  for  cities  and  gaso- 
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line  for  touring.  The  new  machines 
will  undoubtedly  overcome  the  defective 
highways. 

There  are  now  but  a  dozen  automo- 
biles owned  in  the  county,  the  first  one 

being  a  gasoline  motor  purchased  in 
1900  by  Charles  M.  Hamilton  of  Ripley. 
That  we  have  no  more  in  the  county 
is  owing  to  the  fact  that  our  roads  are  in 
such  bad  condition. 

LUMBERING. 

Thomas  R.  Kennedy  of  Meadville, 
Pennsylvania,  was  the  first  man  to  com- 

mence the  onslaught  on  the  forests  of 

Chautauqua  County,  he  having  pur- 
chased three  thousand  acres  of  land  in 

Poland  on  the  Conewango  Creek  in 

1804  and  commenced  lumbering  in  1805. 
General  McMahan  had  built  a  small 

saw  and  grist  mill  at  Westfield  in  1804, 

but  Dr.  Kennedy  was  clearly  the  pio- 
neer in  conducting  lumbering  as  a  busi- 

ness. His  mill  was  the  first  one  com- 

pleted in  the  county  and  his  the  first 

step  in  the  way  of  improvements  of  any 
kind  taken  south  of  the  ridge.  The 
first  boards  manufactured  at  his  mills 

were  marketed  in  New  Orleans,  the 

hands  returning  by  sea  to  Philadelphia 
and  from  there  walking  home. 

Small  saw  mills  were  built  in  Silver 

Creek,  Forestville  and  Fredonia,  the 

first  in  1805  and  the  last  two  in  1806. 
The  water  power  of  Chautauqua  Lake 

was  first  utilized  by  Edward  Work  at 

the  present  Village  of  Falconer  in  1808. 
This  mill  was  the  second  structure  of  the 

kind  on  the  waters  of  this  county  which 
flow  southward  into  the  Allegheny 

River.  The  first  lumber  cut  at  Work's 
mill  was  sawed  into  plank  for  flat-boats 

in  which  salt  was  shipped  from  May- 
ville  to  Pittsburg.  Subsequently  the 

product  was  shipped  to  New  Orleans. 
The  Kennedy  m_ill  and  the  Work  mill 

have  since  been  continuously  operated 
and  these  mills  have  laid  the  foundation 

for  several  independent  fortunes. 
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Connected  with  the  early  saw  mills 
which  sprang  up  in  all  parts  of  the 
county,  their  owners  built  grist  mills. 
Before  the  building  of  the  grist  mills, 
the  scattering  settlers  had  begun  to 
raise  grain  which  they  prepared  for  food 

by  pounding  with  a  hominy  1:)lock  and 
some  were  compelled  to  travel  to  Buf- 

falo, or  to  Erie  or  Franklin,  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  supplies  of  flour  for  their  fami- 
lies, paying  twenty  or  thirty  dollars  a 

barrel  when  obtained  and  carrving  the 
flour  home  on  their  shoulders.  The  grist 
mills  bridged  over  a  great  chasm  for  the 

pioneers. Other  saw  mills  were  started  in  the 

north  part  of  the  county  and  some  at- 

tempts were  made  to  raft  lum1:)er  to  Buf- 

N 

HISTORIC  OLD  JMILL  AT  S  HUM  LA. 
NEAR  LAONA. 

falo  by  lake,  but  never  with  practical 
result. 

James  Prendergast  completed  the 
first  mill  at  Jamestown  in  1812.  The 
Prendergast  mill  and  the  Kennedy  mill 
manufactured  the  largest  amount  of 

lumber  of  any  during  the  same  time  in 
the  county.  They  used  gang  saws,  were 
run  night  and  day,  and  each  mill  sawed 
from  two  to  three  million  feet  annually. 
All  these  early  mills  used  flutter  wheels 
with  a  horizontal  shaft.  This  type  of 
wheel  continued  in  use  until  the  early 

50's  when  reaction  wheels  on  an  up- 
right shaft  were  substituted. 

The  inroads  upon  the  pines  extended 
and  continued  in  Southern  Chautauqua 

until  the  pine  forests  substantially  dis- 
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.ippi  ari'd.  'I'lu'  mills  on  the  Cassada^a 
aloiir  arc  said  to  have  ])i-()(lucc(l  five  mil- 
linii  iri-t  of  lumber  aminallN'  and  that 
il  rr(|iiirr(l  several  hundred  men  in  flood 

tiiiu'  to  run  the  rafts  to  the  Alleg-heny. 
riu'  Inmher  south  of  the  ridge  was 

lar-c'lx  ratted  to  Tittsburo-.  That  on  the 
lake  shore  was  shipped  to  Cleveland, 
IhifTalo  and  the  New  York  markets. 

(  )ur  ])rime\'al  forests  became  the  won- 
di  i  s  of  the  day  and  their  fame  extended 

to  lun-ope.  No  other  section  of 
tlu'  American  continent  produced  pines 
of  such  quality  and  size  as  Southern 

Chautauqua  and  the  Conewang^o  Valley. 

to  the  active  enterprise  of  the  men  who 

were  trained  in  this  school,  and  James- 

town's foundation  as  a  manufacturing 
town  is  largely  owing  to  the  fact  that 
only  in  this  section  had  sufficient  wealth 
been  accumulated  (through  the  lumber 

business)  to  furnish  capital  to  establish 
manufacturing  concerns.  These  men 
had  come  in  contact  with  the  outer 

world  and  were  seeking  profitable  in- 
vestment for  their  capital.  They  were 

men  of  strong  will,  great  capacity,  and 

possessed  great  financial  ability. 

The  dealings  between  the  early  lum- 
bermen were  more  hke  struggles  be- 

HANOVKR  MILLS  AND  F  AL  L  S— FO  R  E  ST  V I L  LE. 

They  represented  great  wealth.  The 
vast  water  power  which  everywhere 
])euetrate(l  the  forests  rendered  their 
eonversic^n  into  lumber  and  ship- 

ment to  market  easy  by  continuous 
water  i)ower  through  the  great  Missis- 

sipi)i  X'alley. 
Vhv  business  of  lumbering  in  its  var- 

ious l)ranches  dominated  the  whole 
southern  section  of  the  county  during 
the  first  half  of  the  century  and  this  was 
the  school  in  which  many  business  men 
were  educated.  The  prosperity  of 
Jamestown  and  all  the  southern  part 
of  the  county  is  in  a  great  measure  due 

tween  strong  powers  than  ordinary  bus- 
iness transactions  and  often  led  to  bit- 

ter controversies.  The  spirit  of  con- 
tention seemed  to  be  contagious  and  a 

great  battle  for  business  and  social  su- 
premacy was  waged. 

Much  of  the  fine  timber  was  wasted 

in  the  most  improvident  way.  Cherry 
was  used  as  freely  as  hemlock  and  often 

logged  and  burned.  If  the  original  pine 
timber  stood  in  Southern  Chautauqua 
today,  it  would  be  worth  much  more 
than  the  present  assessed  valuation  of 
the  entire  county.  The  middle  of  the 

century  marks  the  passing  of  the  pines. 
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After  that,  for  a  quarter  of  a  century 
further  inroads  were  made  on  the  now 

valuable  hardwoods,  and  as  the  three- 
quarter  mark  of  the  century  came  and 
as  time  progressed,  hemlock  has  become 
more  and  more  valuable  and  has  been 

marketed  at  great  profit.  We  have  now 

little  valuable  timber  left  and  lumbering 
in  a  large  way  is  a  business  of  the  past. 

It  is  impossible  to  place  an  estimate 
on  the  value  of  the  annual  harvest  of 

our  forests.  It  was  so  lucrative  a  busi- 

ness from  the  beginning  that  little 
economy  in  their  destruction  was  used. 

The  diameter  of  the  merchantable  pine 
logs  diminished  from  twenty  inches  in 
the  thirties  to  six  inches  at  the  present 
time.  The  same  general  condition  of 
ratio  holds  good  as  to  the  valuable 
hardwoods  and  hemlocks.  When  we 

consider  the  waste  of  our  trees  now  go- 
ing to  the  slaughter,  any  recuperation 

of  our  forest  resources  seems  impos- 
sible. 

MERCHANDISING. 

Samuel  Wilkinson,  afterwards  Buf- 

falo's leading  citizen,  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Portland  and  engaged  exten- 

sively in  the  salt  trade,  transporting 

his  salt  over  the  portage  to  Chautau- 
qua Lake  down  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio 

Rivers.  He  purchased  his  salt  at  Sali- 
na,  it  costing  him  sixteen  dollars  per 
barrel  delivered  at  Portland.  His  busi- 

ness proved  somewhat  disastrous,  as  in 
1812  salt  works  were  opened  on  the 

Ohio  River  and  put  an  abrupt  end  to 
the  demand  from  the  south. 

The  first  real  merchant  of  the  county 

was  Elisha  Risley  who  established  a 
store  in  Fredonia  in  1808  when  he  was 

a  young  man  of  twenty.  He  was  a 
sturdy,  forcible  man  and  conducted  his 
business  successfully.  He  was  a  man  of 

culture  and  high  character.  He  after- 
wards held  various  offices  in  the  county, 

served  as  Sheriff  and  at  one  time  rep- 
resented his  district  in  Congress.  He 

was  also  a  Major  General  in  the  State 

Militia,  and  in  the  early  history  of  the 
New  York  &  Erie  Railroad  was  a 

director.     Together  with   his  brother 

i 

1 

ELISHA  RISLEY. 

William,  in  1834  he  established  the  Ris- 
ley Gardens  and  was  the  first  seeds  pro- 

ducer and  seeds  merchant  in  the  county. 
A  store  was  opened  at  the  present 

Village  of  Irvineton  and  one  at  West- 

JEDEDIAH  PRENDEKGAST. 

field  the  same  year,  but  1)Oth  subsequent 
to  the  Risley  enterprise. 

William  Peacock,  a  surveyor  in  the 

employ  of  the  Holland  Land  Company, 
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liad  hiH'ii  made  a.^ciit  of  tlie  company 

and  srllK'(l  in  Mawillc  in  i8lO.  Jcde- 

diah  aii<I  Martin  rrcnderg-ast  cstab- 
lislu'd  a  store  there  in  1811.  Mayville 

a!  tliai  time  was  attractini^-  attention  as 

a  promising-  ])lace.  The  same  firm  op- 
vwcA  the  first  siorc  in  Jamestown  in 
iSi.(,  hnl  were  never  residents  of  that 

plaee. 
Silas  Tiffany,  the  first  resident  mer- 

chant of  laniestown,  estal)lished  a  store 

SILAS  TIFFANY. 

in  1816  and  conducted  the  business  for 

many  years.  Aside  from  his  early  mer- 
chandisino",  he  was  a  large  manufacturer 
and  ship])er  of  lumber,  as  were  many  of 
the  principal  merchants  who  followed 
him.  He  was  a  man  correct  in  deport- 

ment, refined  and  gentle,  pleasant  of 
si^eech  and  pure  of  thought. 
A  store,  a  place  where  a  real  mer- 

chant dispensed  caHco,  tea,  nails,  mo- 
lasses, ribbons  and  salt,  marked  a  de- 

cided advance  in  civilization  and  almost 
always  was  the  nucleus  of  a  hamlet 
wliich  has  since  developed  into  a  thriv- 

ing village;  and  it  was  almost  entirely 
on  credit  that  sales  were  made. 

Xotwithstanding  the  cheapness  of  pa- 
per money,  bonds  and  mortgages  were 

still  cheaper.  There  was  no  such  thing 
as  land  clear  of  incumbrance.  Second 
and  third  mortgages  were  common. 

Stores  developed  on  all  sides,  increas- 
ing with  the  population  and  the  demand 

for  merchandise.  In  1819  a  merchant 
in  Dunkirk  advertised  that  he  had  for 

sale  dry  goods,  crockery,  hardware, 

glassware,  groceries,  Dutch  bolting 
cloths,  potash  kettles,  iron  and  steel, 
anvils,  vises,  cranks,  screws,  saws,  nails, 

etc.,  and  also  did  storage  and  forward- 
ing. The  stocks  of  the  early  stores 

made  the  diversity  of  the  present  de- 
partment store  ancient  history. 

Dunkirk  had  about  fifty  inhabitants 

in  1825  when  Walter  Smith,  a  man  re- 
markable for  energy  and  business  ca- 

pacity, was  attracted  to  that  place  by 
its  advantages  as  a  lake  port  with  a  fine 
harbor  open  to  navigation  two  weeks 

WALTER  SMITH. 

earlier  than  Buffalo.  He  had  broad 

views  of  business  enterprise  and  was 

fitted  for  large  undertakings.  He  be- 
came at  once  the  controlling  power  of 

Dunkirk  and  the  most  influential  busi- 
ness man  in  the  county.  Through  his 

capital,  his  prestige  and  his  remarkable 
talent  for  business,  daily  stages  for  pass- 

engers and  a  wagon  fine  for  the  trans- 
portation of  freight  were  at  once  estab- 

Hshed  on  roads  tributary  to  Dunkirk. 
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In  early  years  the  country  store  with 
its  ashery  was  a  pubHc  institution.  The 
merchant  was  a  public  benefactor.  No 
business  enterprise  could  be  carried  out 
successfully  without  his  advice  and  as- 

sistance. He  not  only  furnished  the 
material  to  build  and  complete  the  pio- 

neers' houses  and  barns,  and  supplies 
essential  to  their  family  support  and 
comfort,  but  he  was  their  banker  and 

business  adviser  also.  Scarcely  a  farm 

was  cleared,  a  building  built  or  a  high- 
way opened  that  he  did  not  in  some  way 

give  assistance.  In  many  cases  these 

highways  were  in  part  his  place  of  busi- 
ness, as  many  of  the  merchants  sent  out 

peddling  wagons  supplying  the  sur- 
rounding country  with  notions  and  ne- 

cessities from  door  to  door,  exchanging 
their  wares  for  whatever  the  farmer  had 

to  dispose  of. 
In  1844  occurred  the  most  terrific 

storm  ever  known  on  Lake  Erie.  The 

wharves  at  the  different  Chautauqua 

points  were  washed  away,  the  merchan- 
dise scattered  along  the  shore,  and  a 

-large  amount  of  property  belonging  to 
the  Chautauqua  County  merchants  lost. 

Nearly  all  the  merchandise  brought  in- 
to the  county  came  through  these  Lake 

Erie  ports  in  spring  and  autumn  and 

was  transported  inland  in  farmers'  wag- 
ons. The  blow  was  felt  on  all  sides  but 

recovery  was  rapid.  The  warehouses 

that  were  built  at  Silver  Creek,  Dun- 

kirk and  Barcelona  in  1830-31  were 
either  partially  or  entirely  demolished 

by  this  storm,  but  were  rebuilt  and  con- 
ducted until  rendered  useless  by  the 

opening  of  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad. 
Jamestown  was  the  depot  of  supplies 

for  the  lumbering  camps  located  on  all 
the  southern  streams. 

How  simple  a  delight  was  the  society 

of  the  middle  of  the  century  !  The  eti- 
quette of  the  time  was  of  the  heart.  The 

temper  of  the  people  was  joyous  and 

merry.  The  merchants  and  profession- 
al men  were  never  too  busy  for  a  joke 
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and  it  was  a  dull  day  that  did  not  fur- 
nish the  village  with  a  laugh;  but  all 

these  little  comedies  and  tragedies,  that 
rich  tide  of  human  interest  flowing 
through  this  secluded  stream  passed 
long  ago. 

Merchandising  today  is  more  clearly 
defined.  The  work  of  the  merchant  is 

thoroughly  systematized  and  complex. 
The  volume  of  l)usincss  has  gradually 
increased.  The  tendency  has  been  con- 

stantly growing  toward  a  cash  basis  on 
all  l)usiness  and  the  merchant  does  but 
little  in  the  way  of  l^arter.  The  poetry 
and  sentimentality  of  merchandising  are 

gone. 
BANKS. 

Following  the  expiration  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  United  States  Bank  in  181 1, 

state  banks  were  organized  in  New  York 

and  neighboring  states  but  none  on  the 
Holland  Purchase.  In  1816  the  second 

Bank  of  the  United  States  began  its 

career  of  twenty  years.  That  institu- 

tion had  a  large  capital,  twenty-five 
branches  (the  parent  bank  was  at  Phil- 

adelphia) and  had  a  monopoly  of  the 

government  business. 
Banks  in  the  early  history  of  the  state 

were  thought  of  as  favors  to  be  granted 
to  political  adherents  and  accordingly 
certain  institutions  were  customarily  re- 

garded as  Federalist  Banks  or  Repub- 
lican Banks  as  the  case  might  be.  So 

acute  were  the  struggles  in  the  Legis- 
lature for  these  privileges  and  so  much 

scandal  resulted  that  in  1821  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  each  house  was  made  a 

requisite  to  granting  a  bank  charter. 
In  1831  there  was  no  bank  in  New 

York  State  nearer  Chautauqua  County 

than  the  branch  cf  the  L^nited  States 
Bank  at  Buffalo.  The  nearest  state  in- 

stitution was  at  Lockport  and  there  was 
no  bank  in  the  southern  tier  of  counties 

west  of  the  Hudson  River.  The  popu- 
lation of  Jamestown  was  a  little  above 

one  thousand  and  of  the  county  thirty- 
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five  ilioiisaiid.  A  pari  of  Cattaraup^us 

('()iiiit\  and  a  c()nsidcral)lc  territory  in 
IV'niis\lvania  looked  to  Jamestown  as 
its  connnercial  center.  Seven  mail 

ronles  centered  there,  two  of  them  daily 

liin's  of  Staines  each  way. 

Jamestown  was  a  place  of  consider- 
al)le  i)roniise  and  the  need  of  a  bank  was 
i^reatK  feU  owinj^  to  the  distance  to 

l.ankin,^-  facilities.  This,  together  with 
the  fact  that  an  investment  in  bank  stock 

was  known  to  be  exceedingly  profitable, 

created  an  influence  that  soon  material- 

ized in  the  organization  of  the  Chautau- 
(|ua  (\)unty  Tank.  That  institution  was 
organized  under  the  safety  fund  system, 

the  safest  system  in  vogue.  Judge  Elial 
T.  Foote  and  Judge  Richard  P.  Marvin 
were  the  most  conspicuous  men  in  the 
movement  for  the  organization.  They 

were  heartily  seconded  by  most  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  county  who  readily 

took  stock  in  the  institution.  The  capi- 
tal of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  not 

subscribed  locally  was  largely  taken  by 

.\l1)an\-  capitalists.  The  applications  for 
stock  reached  nearly  a  million  dollars. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  held  at 

Jones  &  Son's  tavern  June  24,  1831, 
hdial  T.  Foote  was  elected  President. 

The  President  was  to  serve  without 

salary,  his  only  compensation  being  a 
fee  for  signing  bills. 

At  this  meeting  a  contract  was  made 

with  James  Prendergast  for  a  lot  on 
wliich  to  build  a  bank  building — the 
same  lot  on  which  the  Chautauqua 
County  Trust  Company  is  located. 
That  building  was  located  on  the  rear 
end  of  the  lot  and  faced  on  Second 
street.  At  the  same  time  five  hundred 
dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  pur- 

pose of  erecting  a  building  for  the  bank 
and  constructing  a  vault.  The  directors 
present  at  the  meeting  were  Leverett 
Barker,  Oliver  Lee,  Thomas  B.  Camp- 

bell, \\'illiam  Peacock,  Daniel  Sherman, 
Jcames  Hall,  Elial  T.  Foote,  Judiah  E.' Budlong,  Abner  Hazeltine  and  Richard 

P.  Marvin.  It  was  resolved  that  there 

be  a  meeting  of  the  directors  on  Thurs- 
day of  each  week  at  seven  P.  M.  at  the 

house  of  Jones  &  Son  until  further  or- 
ders. There  is  a  tradition  that  there 

was  an  enjoyable  social  session  after 
these  meetings. 

As  illustrating  some  of  the  conditions 

existing  at  that  time,  the  articles  of  as- 
sociation show  that  the  Finance  Com- 

mittee of  the  Board  of  Directors  were 

to  meet  twice  weekly  and  that  no  notes 

were  to  be  discounted  except  by  that 
full  committee ;  that  no  note  shall  be 

discounted  for  less  than  fifty  dollars  or 

without  at  least  two  responsible  endors- 
ers or  having  upon  it  any  name  which 

shall  be  upon  any  note  or  bill  protested 

CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY  BANK. 

and  due  the  bank  without  adding  one 
additional  and  responsible  endorser ; 

that  all  protested  notes  that  belong  to 
the  bank  for  more  than  one  week  shall 

be  put  in  the  hands  of  its  attorney  for 
collection. 

No  individual  shall  be  allowed  to^ 

overdraw  his  account,  but  if  by  mistake 

such  occurrence  should  happen,  the  in- 
dividual shall  forthwith  be  notified,  and 

in  case  the  account  shall  not  promptly 
be  adjusted,  the  cashier  is  authorized  to 
commence  a  suit  for  the  balance,  and  in 
all  cases  he  shall,  if  not  previously  ad- 

justed, report  the  case  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  directors. 

The  bank  was  open  for  the  transaction 
of  business  from  ten  o'clock  until  twelve 
A.  M.,  and  from  two  until  four  P.  M. 
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It  was  thought  that  all  renewals  of 

paper  were  contrary  to  proper  business 
methods  and  all  notes  must  be  paid  at 
maturity.  The  form  of  making  payments 
was  as  now  by  bank  checks  and  drafts. 

The  bank  received  deposits  and  sold 

New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Albany  ex- 
change. 

Oliver  Lee  was  elected  Vice-President 

and  Arad  Joy,  Cashier,  soon  after  the  or- 

ganization of  the  bank.  Mr.  Joy  re- 
signed in  April,  1832,  when  Fitch  Shep- 

ard,  then  teller,  was  made  acting  cash- 
ier. May  4,  1832,  Aaron  D.  Patchen  of 

Troy  was  elected  Cashier.  He  was  a 

trained  banker,  a  man  of  great  energy 

and  prompt  business  methods,  and  ma- 

terially aided  Judge  Foote  and  the  di- 
rectors in  organizing  the  business  of 

the  institution  on  a  sound  financial 
basis. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Direc- 
tors held  September  30,  1834,  Robert 

Newland  of  Albany  was  unanimously 
elected  teller  of  the  institution  with  a 

salary  of  three  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num. On  June  9,  1835,  Judge  Foote 

having  severed  his  connection  with  the 

bank,  Samuel  Barrett  was  elected  Pres- 
ident. 

Judge  Foote  was  at  that  time  the 
leading  physician  of  the  town  ;  was  the 

Postmaster  of  Jamestown  and  for  twen- 
ty-five years  a  Judge  of  the  countv,  and 

was  a  prominent  figure  in  business  and 

financial  circles.  He  did  more  to  pre- 
serve the  traditions  and  historical  rec- 

ords of  Chautauqua  County  than  any 

other  man.  Personally  he  was  an  hon- 
est, earnest  man,  inflexible  as  iron  in 

everything  that  constituted  economy ; 
hard  to  himself,  upholding  with  rigid 

self-discipline  the  traditions  of  his  early 
New  England  home. 

Major  Barrett,  after  coming  to  James- 
town, had  been  a  hotel  keeper,  tanner 

and  merchant,  and  before  his  election 

to  the  Presidency  of  the  institution  had 
been  its  Vice  President.    He  served  as 

President  for  thirty-seven  years  and  the 
records  of  the  bank  show  him  to  have 

been  a  sound,  level-headed  and  energetic 
business  man. 

In  1836  Aaron  D.  Patchen  resigned 
to  become  Cashier  of  the  State  Bank 

at  Albany.  His  brother,  Thaddeus  W. 
Patchen  of  Troy,  succeeded  him  as 
Cashier  of  the  Chautauqua  County 
Bank.  On  the  resignation  of  Thaddeus 
W.  Patchen  in  1840,  Robert  Newland, 

formerly  teller,  was  appointed  cashier 
and  served  in  such  capacity  until  i860 
when  he  was  made  Vice  President  and 

Selden  E.  Marvin,  Cashier.  When  Gen- 
eral Marvin  entered  the  army  in  1862, 

Mr.  Newland  was  again  made  Cashier 
and  served  until  elected  to  the  Presi- 

dency in  1872,  when  David  N.  Marvin 
was  made  cashier. 

David  N.  Marvin's  death  in  1875  was 
a  distinct  loss  to  the  institution  and 

greatly  regretted  by  his  associates  in 
the  bank  and  by  the  community  at 
large. 

After  Mr.  Marvin's  death,  Frank 
B.  Farnham,  George  S.  Gifford,  Willis 

O.  Benedict,  and  the  present  incumb- 
ent, Brewer  D.  Phillips,  who  was  elected 

in  July  1897,  have  occupied  the  position 
of  Cashier. 

After  the  death  of  Samuel  Barrett  in 

1872,  on  August  14th  of  that  year  Rob- 
ert Newland  was  elected  President.  Mr. 

Newland  served  until  incapacitated  by 

impaired  health,  resigning  May  8,  1890, 

and  died  October  3,  1891.  Robert  New- 
land  was  the  son  of  an  Albany  merchant 
and  commenced  his  connection  with  the 

Chautauqua  County  Bank  when  he  was 

twenty-five  years  of  age  and  maintain- 
ed a  continuous  relation  with  that  insti- 

tution for  fifty-seven  years.  The  writ- 
ten records  of  the  bank  show  that  he 

was  upright,  painstaking,  industrious, 

watchful  and  possessed  of  a  strong  dis- 
criminating mind.  The  bank  traditions 

are  that  he  was  a  good  man,  conscien- 

tious, high-minded,  dignified  and  genu- 
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inc.  considerate  and  thou^ditful  of 

olhcrs.  modest,  reserved  and  little  ̂ iven 

to  extravagance  of  speech — an  ideal 

m'litlcnian. 

ill  iS(;()  Daniel  (iriswold  became  Pres- 
ident as  successor  of  Mr.  Newland  and 

served  until  i<S(j(;.  Then  he  was  succeed- 
ed lor  a  few  months  by  Elliot  C.  Hall, 

who  was  succeeded  in  May  of  the  same 

year  ])y  Charles  M.  Dow,  the  present 
President  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Griswold 

(hiriii!^-  his  administration  was  a  bulwark 
ot  streiii^th  to  the  institution. 

Fred  A.  Bentley  was  elected  Vice- 
President  in  January,  1886,  and  is  the 
incumbent. 

The  Chautauqua  County  Bank  as  a 
state  institution  was  succeeded  by  the 

Chautauqua  County  National  Bank  Oc- 
tober 2.  1865.  June  t8,  1896,  the  Chau- 

tau(|ua  County  National  Bank  was  suc- 

ceeded b}'  the  Chautauqua  County 
Trust  Company  and  the  business  of  the 

,  City  National  Bank  added  to  it,  WilHs 

Tew  being  elected  Second  Vice-Presi- 
dent and  M.  M.  SkifT,  Secretary.  On 

luly  1,  1899,  the  capital  was  increased 

and  the  business  of  the  Jamestown  Na- 
tional ])ank  acquired.  In  January,  1900, 

Edward  F.  Dickinson  was  elected  Sec- 
retary. On  the  death  of  Mr.  Dickinson 

in  1901,  Harrv  P.  Sheldon  was  elected 

Secretary.  ̂ Ir.  Dickinson  in  his  judg- 
ment was  wise  and  discreet.  He  was 

kind  and  courteous  in  his  relations  with 

all  and  was  universally  respected  for 
those  traits  of  character  which  make  a 

good  citizen  and  an  upright  man.  He 
was  a  model  for  youth  and  manhood. 
The  present  capital  of  the  bank  is  two 
hundred  fifty  thousand  dollars  with  de- 

posits of  two  million  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  The  present  officers 
are  Charles  AE  Dow,  President ;  Fred  A. 
Bentley,  Vice  President ;  Harry  P.  SheE 
don.  Secretary;  Brewer  D.  Phillips, 
Cashier. 

The  history  of  the  Chautauqua  Coun- 
ty Bank,  unlike  many,  is  not  monoto- 

nous for  it  is  in  a  great  measure  the  his- 
tory of  Chautauqua  County.  It  is  the 

link  between  the  past  and  the  present. 

Its  early  chronicles  show  how  this  coun- 

try was  builded  and  the  preserved  rec- 

ords of  its  directors'  meetings  will  show 
also  that  its  prosperity  was  inevitable. 

One  great  aim  was  to  build  up  the  com- 
munity in  which  it  was  located  and  in 

that  upbuilding  the  institution  has  pros- 

pered. The  spirit  of  progress  v^hich  ani- 
mated its  original  Board  of  Directors 

has  remained  with  all  their  successors 

and  each  succeeding  year  has  found  it 

pushing  farther  and  farther  to  the  front. 
Of  all  that  men  leave  behind  them 

after  having  been  actively  engaged  in 

life,  there  is  nothing  that  afifords  better 
tests  of  their  character  and  motive  than 

their  private  correspondence  where  a 
necessary  mutual  reliance  is  indulged 

in.  Men  throw  of¥  all  disguise  and  dis- 
close the  real  motive  by  which  they  are 

governed.  In  the  mass  of  correspond- 
ence between  the  clients  of  the  Chau- 

tauqua County  Bank  and  its  officers, 
manv  of  the  men  of  Chautauqua  are 

shown  to  have  been  grand  and  over- 
shadowing characters. 

The  position  the  bank  has  always  oc- 
cupied in  the  public  esteem  and  respect 

of  this  entire  community  has  been  pre- 
eminent and  the  feeling  of  a  large  share 

of  its  constituency  is  of  personal  at- 
tachment. It  is  spoken  of  as  people 

speak  of  a  high-minded  man.  Away 
from  home  it  is  one  of  the  best  known 

of  such  institutions.  Its  growth,  like 

the  growth  of  Jamestown,  has  been  con- 
tinuous and  solid.  Its  strength  is  posi- 

tive. Its  name  is  synonymous  with  sta- bility. 

Following  the  enactment  of  the  Gen- 
eral Banking  Law  of  1838,  wildcat  banks 

were  organized  through  Western  New 
York.  One  was  located  in  Clymer,  one 

in  Sherman,  one  in  Ellery,  and  another 
in  Dunkirk.  It  was  customary  in  the 
organization  of  these  institutions  that 
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the  stockholders  should  be  non-resi- 

dents, they  employing-  some  man  of 
prominence  in  each  villag-e  who  had  a 
Dlace  of  business  which  was  made  a  re- 

demption place  for  their  bills.  These 
bills  were  all  issued  in  New  York  and 

sent  to  these  officers  to  sign.  The  place 
of  business  being  inaccessible,  the  bills 
were  redeemed  in  New  York  at  one- 

half  of  one  per  cent,  discount  which 

prevented  their  being  presented  and 

specie  demanded.  By  this  process  spec- 
ulators kept  the  bills  at  par  for  some 

time,  but  these  wildcat  banks  eventually 
all  failed.  These  institutions  were  not 

banks  of  deposit  and  were  organized 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  circulating 
their  bills. 

The  Silver  Creek  Bank  was  organized 
in  1838  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  with  Oliver  Lee  as 

President,  he  being  its  principal  stock- 
holder. Mr.  Lee  died  July  28,  1846,  and 

was  succeeded  by  George  W.  Tew.  Oli- 
ver Lee  was  a  man  of  great  force  and 

an  important  person  in  the  development 
of  the  county.  He  early  acquired  a 

large  fortune  and  used  the  power  that 
it  gave.  Before  the  organization  of  the 
Silver  Creek  Bank,  Mr.  Lee  had  been 
a  tanner,  merchant  and  warehouseman 
and  was  the  first  Vice  President  of  the 

Chautauqua  County  Bank  at  James- 
town.   His  influence  was  broadly  felt. 

George  W.  Tew  was  a  practicing  at- 
torney, was  twice  County  Clerk,  and 

was  elected  Cashier  of  the  Silver  Creek 

Bank  in  1841.  He  was  afterwards  elect- 
ed to  the  Presidency  of  that  institution, 

which  relation  was  continued  until  his 

death  in  1875,  the  bank  being  discontin- 
ued soon  thereafter.  Mr.  Tew,  like  Mr. 

Lee,  acquired  a  large  property  in  early 
life.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  character 
but  of  modest  manners ;  was  known 

to  be  a  prudent  manager  and  a  man  of 
stainless  character,  admired  by  all  who 
knew  him  in  his  business  relations.  He 

was  thoroughly  alive  to  all  the  social 

and  reHgious  interests  of  his  town.  His 
relations  to  moral  questions  and  his 
whole  character  were  such  as  to  entitle 

him  to  the  regard  and  esteem  of  all. 

There  was  a  certain  stateliness  and  dig- 

nity of  person  and  natural  majesty  of 
manner  about  him  which  marked  him 
out  from  the  multitude. 

In  1848  the  Bank  of  Westfield  was 

established  by  S.  H.  Hungerford  with 
a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 

lars. Mr.  Hungerford  had  been  a  suc- 

cessful merchant,  was  an  active  partici- 
pant in  the  public  affairs  of  his  town 

and  county ;  was  hospitable  and  cul- 
tured. Honesty  and  ability  character- 

ized his  business  life. 

The  Bank  of  Westfield  was  succeed- 

ed in  1864  by  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Westfield  with  F.  B.  Brewer  as  Presi- 

dent and  Levi  A.  Skinner,  Cashier.  Dr. 

Brewer  was  a  college  bred  man,  was  a 

physician  and  had  been  a  successful  lum- 
berman and  oil  operator — a  pioneer  in 

the  oil  business.  He  held  many  impor- 
tant political  offices,  the  last  of  which 

was  one  term  as  Member  of  Congress 
from  this  district.  L.  A.  Skinner  was 

made  President  of  the  bank  in  1875  ̂ ^^^^ 

was  succeeded  by  E.  A.  Skinner  after 
the  death  of  L.  A.  Skinner  in  1876. 

Levi  A.  Skinner  was  prominently  iden- 
tified with  all  of  the  business,  social  and 

relieious  life  of  the  town  ;  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  of 

which  denomination  he  had  been  a  min- 

ister before  his  residence  in  AA'estfield. 
On  the  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the 
First  National  Bank  in  1884  the  bank 

was  reorganized  as  the  National  Bank 
of  Westfield.  The  present  officers  are 
E.  A.  Skinner,  President ;  Frank  W. 
Crandall,  Cashier.  The  capital  is  one 

hundred  thousand  dollars  with  deposits 
of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

\A'ith  the  beginning  of  the  latter  half 
of  the  century  and  the  ushering  in  of 
the  railroad  era,  there  seemed  to  be  a 

demand  for  another  bank  in  Jamestown. 
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Till-  lanu'stown  I'.ank  was  org-anized  in 
1X5^:;  wiili  Alonzo  Kent  President  and 

I.        Maxluw,  Cashier.    The  directors 
were  Alonzo  \\vu{,  (  )rsell  Cook,  Reuben 

I'riiioii,  (iahislia  A.  Grow  and  Sar- 
(liiis     ."Steward.     The     iMrst  National 

i'.ank.  the  successor  of  the  Jamestown 

l'.ai)k.  was  incorporated  April  5,  1864, 
with  the  same  officers  and  directors. 

(  )n  tlie  resii^nntion  of  Mr.  Kent  from  the 

ri-rsi(lenc\-  in  Julw  i88t,  Governor  Fen- 
ton  was  elected  President  and  served 

nntil  his  death,  Auj^'ust  25,  1885.  Mr. 
Kent  was  re-elected  President  Jan.  4, 
i88f).  and  served  until  his  death,  May 
25,  1888,  when  Frank  E.  Gififord  was 
elected  his  successor.    Prior  to  the  or- 

lianization  of  the  Jamestown  Bank,  Mr. 
Kent  had  been  a  successful  merchant. 

1  le  was  a  man  of  enero"}-,  strict  attention 
to  business,  of  rare  intelligence,  with  a 
mind  of  acuteness  and  force,  and  withal 
an  excellent  director  of  affairs  and  a 

good  banker.    Governor  Fenton's  ca- 
reer is  well  written  in  history.    It  would 

be  difficult  to  recite  the  work  that  he 
has  done.   As  a  statesman  and  financier 

he  shed  great  lustre  on  his  home  city. 
After  retiring  from  active  public  life, 
he  was  naturally  called  upon  to  take 
charge  of  the  bank  with  which  he  had 
been  so  long  identified.   As  he  was  seen 
about  his  office  at  the  First  National 
Bank,  he  was  of  princely  mien  and  man- 

ner, scrupulously  neat  in  attire,  cordial 
and  genial  in  intercourse,  the  same  as 
when  occupying  exalted  public  position. 
His  later  business  life  ihustrated  in  the 
most  remarkable  manner  that  the  post 
of  honor  is  a  private  station.    Upon  the 
death  of  J.  Edward  Mayhew  in  1885, 
Edward  Morgan  w^as  elected  Cashier. 
Many  of  Jamestown's  industries  have 
been  greatly  aided  by  the  fostering  care 
of  the  First  National  Bank  and  the 
bank  has  been  eminently  successful  from 
its  inception.    The  present  officers  are 
Frank  Edward  Gifford,  President ;  Wil- 

liam Broadhead,  Vice  President;  Ed- 

ward Morgan,  Cashier.  Their  capital 

is  one  hundred  fifty-three  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars,  with  deposits  of 
one  million  dollars. 
The  Lake  Shore  Bank  of  Dunkirk 

was  organized  in  1855  by  Truman  R. 
Coleman  and  Langley  Fullagar  with  a 

capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, Mr.  Coleinan  being  President  and 

Mr.  Fullagar  Cashier.    On  the  death 
of  Mr.  Coleman  in  1880,  Wilham  T. 

Coleinan,  his  son,  became  President  and 

A.  J.  Lunt  Cashier,  Mr.  Fullagar  having 

previously  resigned.    Truman  R.  Cole- 
man was  one  of  the  foremost  men  of 

his  time  in  the  county  ;  pure  in  thought 
and  act  and  devoted  to  the  interests  of 

his  home  city.    In  1883  the  institution 
became  the  Lake  Shore  National  Bank. 
After  the  death  of  William  T.  Coleman 

in  1891,  M.  L.  Hinman  was  made  Presi- 
dent, and  resigning  in  1896  was  suc- 

ceeded by  A.  H.  Marsh.    William  T. 
Coleman  was  enterprising  and  reliable, 

warm   in   his   affections,    and   an  in- 
tuitive reader  of  men  and  their  motives. 

His  death  was  the  cause  of  genuine  and 
unaffected  regret.    The  present  officers 
are  A.  H.  Marsh,  President ;  George  P. 
Sanders,  Vice  President;  A.  J.  Lunt, 

Cashier.    Its  capital  is  one  hundred  five 
thousand  dollars,  with  deposits  of  one 
million  dollars. 

The  Fredonia  Bank  was  organized  in 

1856  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  Rosell  Greene  being 
President,  Orson  Stiles,  Vice  President, 
and  Stephen  M.  Clement,  Cashier.  The 
first  directors  were  Rosell  Greene, 

George  W.  Tew,  Joel  R.  Parker,  Ed- 
mund Day,  Calvin  Hutchinson,  Philan- 

der Sprague,  Chauncey  Abbey,  Orson 
Stiles,  Stephen  M.  Clement,  Henry  C. 
Frisbee,  Abner  Clark  and  Charles  Bur- 
ritt.  At  the  death  of  Rosell  Greene  in 

1859,  Orson  Stiles  was  elected  Presi- 
dent. Mr.  Greene  came  to  Fredonia  tc 

learn  the  tanner's  trade  in  General  Lev- 
erett  Barker's  tannerv.    He  was  a  son- 
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in-law  of  General  Barker  and  was  for 
some  years  the  managei  of  his  business 
and  was  his  successor  in  the  tanninsf 
business. 

In  1865  the  Fredonia  National  Bank 

was  organized  with  a  capital  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  with  Orson  Stiles 

President,  Chauncey  Abbey,  Vice  Pres- 
ident, and  Stephen  M.  Clement,  Cash- 

ier. Mr.  Stiles  was  a  graduate  of  Union 

College  ;  was  an  attorney-at-law  and  at 
one  time  County  Clerk  of  Chautauqua 
County.  His  genial,  cordial  nature  drew 
to  him  many  warm  friends.  He  was  a 

man  ever  honored  and  respected. 
In  1867  Mr.  Clement  resigned  as 

Cashier  to  accept  the  position  of  Cash- 
ier in  the  Marine  Bank  of  Buffalo  and 

was  elected  President  of  the  Fredonia 
National  Bank  and  H.  C.  Clark  was 

made  Vice  President,  the  latter  devot- 

ing his  time  to  the  interests  of  the  in- 
stitution. At  this  time  H.  D.  Crane 

was  elected  Cashier  and  continued  as 

such  until  1872  when  he  was  succeeded 

by  Reuben  P.  Clement.  In  1881,  S.  M. 

Clement  having  disposed  of  his  inter- 
ests in  the  Fredonia  National  Bank, 

Chauncey  Abbey  was  made  President 
and  Aaron  O.  Putnam  Vice  President. 

Mr.  Clement  was  formerly  a  merchant 
in  Fredonia ;  had  been  a  short  time 

Cashier  of  H.  J.  Miner's  Bank  before 
taking  the  cashiership  of  the  Fredonia 
Bank.  The  great  success  of  the  Marine 
Bank  of  Buffalo,  of  which  he  was  the 

executive  officer,  is  a  splendid  monu- 
ment to  his  business  abilitv  and  char- 

acter. 

In  1881  the  capital  was  increased  to 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  In  1884, 

R.  P.  Clement  having  resigned  as  Cash- 
ier, he  was  succeeded  by  Frederick  R. 

Green.  At  the  death  of  Chauncey  Ab- 
bey in  1894,  Aaron  O.  Putnam  was  made 

Vice  President  and  so  continued  until 

his  death  in  February,  1896.  He  was 

succeeded  by  Oscar  W.  Johnson  as  Vice 
President.    Mr.  Abbey,  before  moving 

to  Fredonia,  had  been  the  most  success- 
ful farmer  and  cattle  dealer  of  North- 

ern Chautauqua.  He  had  been  one  of 

the  organizers  and  directors  of  the  Fre- 
donia Bank  and  was  an  energetic  and 

self-reliant  man.  His  personal  loyalty 
to  his  friends  and  business  associates 

was  one  of  the  greatest  attril)utes  of  his 
character. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Putnam,  Ralph 
H.  Hall  was  elected  President  to  suc- 

ceed him.  In  1898  Mr.  Johnson  died 
and  was  succeeded  as  Vice  President 

by  Henry  W.  Thompson  who  remained 
in  that  office  until  January,  1902,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Dr.  M.  M.  Fenner. 

The  Present  officers  are  R.  H.  Hall, 

President;  M.  M.  Fenner,  Vice  Presi- 
dent; F.  R.  Green,  Cashier.  At  the 

present  time  they  have  a  capital  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  deposits 
of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  Second  National  Bank  of  James- 
town was  organized  in  1865  with  a  capi- 

tal of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
Thomas  D.  Hammond  being  President, 
William  H.  Tew,  Vice  President,  and 

George  W.  Tew,  Jr.,  Cashier.  In  i86q, 
upon  the  resignation  of  Thomas  D. 
Hammond,  William  H.  Tew  was  elect- 

ed President  with  George  W.  Tew  Vice 
President  and  Willis  Tew  Cashier.  In 

1872,  Willis  Tew  resigned  his  position 
as  Cashier,  George  W.  Tew,  Jr.,  being 
elected  to  succeed  him,  and  ludson  W. 
Breed  was  elected  Mce  President.  In 

1874  H.  H.  Gifford  was  elected  Mce 
President  to  succeed  Judson  W^  Breed, 

and  Edgar  W.  Stephens  Cashier  in  place 

of  George  W.  Tew,  Jr.,  who  had  re- 
signed. On  March  31,  1875,  the  name 

of  the  bank  was  changed  to  the  City 
National  Bank. 

Upon  the  resignation  of  \A  illiam  H. 
Tew  in  1879,  Martin  L.  Fenton  was 
elected  President.  William  H.  Tevv^  was 

for  many  years  a  successful  merchant 
of  Jamestown.  He  was  a  man  of  power 
and  during  his  entire  career  made  his 
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inlhu'iicc  felt  in  educational  matters  and 

ill  cvorythinj;-  that  pertained  to  the  best 

interests  of  his  town.  His  positive  con- 
victions and  his  generosity  to  the  needy 

wore  well  known  as  well  as  his  strong 

temperance  ])rinciples  and  his  thorough 

sense  of  justice.  His  intellectual  quali- 
ties and  judgment  were  of  a  high  order 

and  he  left  a  strong  impress  on  the 
atYairs  of  his  town. 

In  1880  George  W.  Tew  was  elected 

President  to  succeed  M.  L.  Fenton,  and 

W  illis  Tew  was  chosen  Vice  President. 

K.  W.  Stephens  having  resigned  the 

cashiershi]),  Charles  H.  Tew  was  elect- 
ed in  his  stead.  In  1888  Herbert  W. 

Tew  was  elected  Cashier  to  take  the 

place  of  Charles  H.  Tew  who  had  re- 

signed. Tn  1893  Willis  Tew  was  elect- 
ed President  to  succeed  George  W. 

Tew,  and  M.  L.  Fenton  was  chosen 

\'ice  President.  In  1894  Herbert  W. 
Tew  having  resigned  the  cashiership, 
AT.  ̂ r.  SkifY  was  elected  in  his  place. 

On  June  16,  1896,  the  Citv  National 
Bank  was  absorbed  by  the  Chautauqua 
Comity  Trust  Company. 
The  Merchants  National  Bank  of 

Dunkirk  was  organized  in  1882  with  a 

cai)ital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars with  Langlev  FuUagar  as  Presi- 
dent and  John  H.  Lascelles  Cashier. 

Mr.  Fullagar  served  as  President  until 

required  to  resign  on  account  of  im- 
]:»aire(l  health  and  was  succeeded  bv  S. 

M.  Clement,  the  present  President  of 
the  Marine  National  Bank  of  Buffalo. 

Mr.  Fullagar  w^as  a  man  of  high  char- 
acter and  fine  business  qualifications ; 

was  a  pure  and  lovable  man  ;  his  work 

was  for  the  betterment  of  humanity ;  he 
was  in  touch  with  those  principles  of 
morality  and  religion  which  form  the 
crown  of  civilization.  He  had  a  talent 
for  friendship;  was  a  lover  of  right, 
truth  and  justice  and  hated  shams. 

The  Jamestown  National  Bank  was 
organized  in  1888  with  a  capital  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  with  Charles 
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M.  Dow,  President ;  Charles  H.  Gif¥ord, 

Vice  President,  and  M.  M.  Skiff,  Cash- 
ier, Mr.  Skiff  resigning  the  same  vear 

and  Edward  F.  Dickinson  being  elected 

Cashier  in  his  place  with  Samuel  J. 

Giles  Assistant  Cashier.  All  the  offi- 

cers served  up  to  the  time  of  the  con- 
solidation with  the  Chautauqua  County 

Trust  Company  July  i,  1899,  with  the 
exception  of  Charles  H.  Gififord  who 
resigned  to  become  President  of  the 
Farmers  &  Mechanics  Bank,  S.  B. 

Broadhead  and  S.  W.  Thompson 

being  elected  Vice  Presidents  in  1892. 
The  institution  was  successful  from  its 

inception  and  at  the  time  of  its  going 
out  of  business  had  a  capital  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  and  surplus 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with 

deposits  of  seven  hundred  fifty  thous- 
and dollars. 

The  State  Bank  of  Sherman  was  or- 

ganized in  1890  with  a  capital  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  with  E.  Sperry 

President,  C.  H.  Corbett,  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  H.  F.  Young,  Cashier.  In 

1894  A.  J.  Dean  succeeded  Mr.  Sperry 
to  the  Presidency  and  held  the  position 

until  January,  1900,  when  he  resigned 
and  J.  L.  Thayer  was  elected  in  his 
place.  The  present  officers  are  J.  L. 
Thayer,  President ;  C.  H.  Corbett,  Vice 
President ;  Charles  S.  Jones,  Cashier. 

They  have  a  capital  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars,  with  deposits  of  one 

hundred  thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 
The  Farmers  &  Mechanics  Bank  was 

organized  in  1891  with  a  capital  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  with  E.  B. 

Crissey  President,  Fred  T.  Powell  Vice 

President,  and  George  S.  Gifford,  Cash- 
ier. In  1894  W.  R.  Botsford  was  elect- 

ed Cashier  to  succeed  George  S.  Gif- 
ford. In  1897  Newton  Crissey  was 

elected  President,  E.  B.  Crissey,  Vice 

President,  and  H.  J.  Crissey,  Cashier. 
On  the  resignation  of  H.  J.  Crissey  in 

1898,  George  L.  Hamilton  was  elected 
Cashier,  and  he  was  succeeded  in  1900 
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by  O.  N.  Rushworth.  The  present  offi- 
cers are  Newton  Crissey,  President ;  E. 

B.  Crissey,  Vice  President ;  O.  N. 

Rushworth,  Cashier.  They  have  a  cap- 
ital of  fifty  thousand  dollars  with  de- 

posits of  five  hundred  twenty-five  thous- 
and dollars. 

The  State  Bank  of  Mayville  was  or- 
ganized in  1891  as  successor  to  Skin- 

ner, Minton  &  Company,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  C. 

C.  Minton  being  President,  J.  F.  Hunt, 
Vice  President,  and  C.  R.  Cipperly^ 
Cashier.  The  present  officers  are  M. 
W.  Scofield,  President ;  J.  F.  Hunt,  Vice 

President ;  C.  R.  Cipperly,  Cashier. 

They  have  a  capital  of  twenty-five  thous- 
and dollars  with  deposits  of  one  hun- 
dred forty  thousand  dollars. 

The  State  Bank  of  Brocton  was  or- 

ganized February  18,  1892,  by  Brewer 
D.  Phillips  and  others  of  Brocton  with 

a  capital  of  thirty  thousand  dollars, 

Ralph  A.  Hall  being  President,  Her- 
man J.  Dean,  Vice  President,  and  Brew- 

er D.  Phillips,  Cashier.  Mr.  Phillips 

resigned  the  cashiership  in  June,  1896, 

to  take  the  cashiership  of  the  Chau- 
tauqua County  Trust  Company.  The 

present  officers  are  Ralph  A.  Hall,  Pres- 
ident ;  Jonas  Martin,  Vice  President ; 

L.  D.  Sullivan,  Cashier.  They  have 

a  capital  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  with 
deposits  of  two  hundred  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

The  Union  Trust  Company  of  James- 
town was  chartered  January  12,  1894, 

with  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  cap- 

ital, E.  B.  Crissey  being  the  first  Presi- 
dent with  Frank  Merz  Cashier.  E.  B. 

Crissey  resigned  June  19,  1896,  and 

James  S.  Patterson  succeeded  him.  Mr. 

Patterson  died  April  8,  1899,  and  was 

succeeded  by  Frank  Merz  as  President, 

Mr.  Merz  being  succeeded  by  Harry 

L.  Briggs  as  Cashier.  Mr.  Pat- 
terson was  an  extensive  and  successful 

oil  operator  and  was  a  large  holder  of 

manufacturing  interests.   He  was  a  man 

of  great  energy  and  interested  in  phil- 
anthropic and  religious  movements ; 

was  a  man  of  high  sense  of  honor,  strict 

integrity,  and  of  a  kind  and  genial  na- 
ture. The  present  officers  are  Frank 

Merz,  President;  Samuel  I)riggs,  Vice 

President ;  Harry  L.  ]')riggs.  Cashier. 
They  have  a  capital  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  with  deposits  of  one 
million  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

The  State  Bank  of  Silver  Creek  was 

organized  in  1899  with  a  capital  of  twen- 
ty-five thousand  dollars  with  R.  J. 

Quale  President,  F.  R.  Green  Vice 
President,  and  Theodore  Stewart  Cash- 

ier. In  1901  F.  R.  Green  resigned  the 

Vice  Presidency  and  George  H.  Shof- 
ner  was  elected  to  succeed  him.  The 

present  officers  are  R.  J.  Quale,  Presi- 
dent ;  George  H.  Shofner,  Vice  Presi- 
dent ;  Theodore  Stewart,  Cashier.  They 

have  a  capital  of  twentv-five  thousand 
dollars  with  deposits  of  one  hundred 

twenty  thousand  dollars. 
The  First  National  Bank  of  Falconer, 

New  York,  was  organized  in  1900  with 

a  capital  of  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars with  E.  B.  Crissey  President,  J.  P. 

Clark  Vice  President,  and  E.  H.  Sam- 
ple Cashier.  The  officers  are  the  same 

now  as  at  the  time  of  organization. 

They  have  deposits  of  sixty  thousand 
dollars. 

It  is  a  noteworthy  fact  that  no  in- 
corporated bank  of  deposit  has  ever 

failed  in  Chautauqua  Count}'. 
The  men  of  Chautauqua  who  have 

left  their  mark  u])on  our  institutions 
knew  the  world  and  had  the  courage  and 

talent  that  fitted  them  to  fight  success- 
fully the  great  battle  of  life.  The  names 

of  these  persons  are  too  numerous  to 
mention  here  in  full  and  to  select  some 

might  appear  invidious. 

MANUFACTURING. 

In  all  the  early  years  the  inhabitants 
of  this  county  had  few  resources  that 

would  command  money  or  store  trade. 
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Aftrr  [\n-  close  of  the  War  of  1812  some 
roiirrnis  (•< )ninuMicc(l  the  manufacture 

ol  ])()!  and  i)earl  ashes  and  the  manu- 
laetiire  ot  black  salts  which  afforded  the 

si't tiers  the  lirst  means  to  command  a 

little  money.  Pearl  ashes  were  used 

in  eoolsin^-  as  saleratus  and  baking-  pow- 
der are  now.  The  most  of  the  ashes 

were  slii])i)ed  in  heavy  barrels  to  New 

^'ork  I'or  export.  The  annual  sale  of 
pot  and  ])earl  ashes  by  one  dealer  ran 

t'rom  twenty  to  forty  thousand  dollars 
and  the  f(^rests  rapidly  passed  into  the 
ash  kettles,  so  it  not  only  brought  money 
into  the  county  but  it  promoted  the 
clearing  of  land. 

'Idle  lands  were  being"  cleared  and 
sowed  to  g^rain  but  the  crops  could 
neither  be  consumed  at  home  nor  trans- 
])orte(l  to  market  elsewhere.  Out  of 

this  condition  grew  the  policy  of  man- 

nl'actnring  the  products  at  home  and 
sinii)lif\ing  the  Question  of  transporta- 

tion. Almost  every  section  had  its  dis- 

tiller}-, the  liquor  being  much  more  eas- 
i]\-  lrans])orted  than  the  grain.  In  all 
directions  the  best  economy  before  the 

days  of  g^ood  roads  advised  every  possi- 
ble kind  of  local  manufacturing^  and  so 

came  into  existence  in  every  communi- 

ty not  only  the  distillery  and  the  grist 
mill  but  fulling;  mills,  hat  factories,  tan- 

neries and  wagon  shops. 
In  1816  Daniel  Hazeltine  commenced 

cloth  dressing  in  Jamestown.  In  1823 
Rol)ert  Falconer  became  a  partner  and 

weaving  was  added.  In  '30  they  man- 
ufactured cloth  extensively,  producing 

twenty  thousand  yards  annually.  Other 
tactories  were  developed  and  were 
finally  consolidated.  Up  to  1873  at- 

tempt had  been  made  to  manufacture 
worsted  dress  goods  west  of  the  Hud- 

son. That  year  William  Hall  and  Wil- 
liam Ih-oadhead  commenced  manufac- 

turing worsted  goods  in  Jamestown  and 
it  has  proved  one  of  the  largest  indus- 

tries of  the  place.  Messrs.  Hall  and 
I'.roadhead  soon  dissolved  partnership 

and  each  soon  conducted  independent 

manufacturing  plants.  At  the  time  of 

the  organization  of  the  Jamestown  Al- 

paca Mills,  Mr.  Hall  was  seventy-nine 
years  of  age.  He  had  acquired  a  large 
fortune  in  lumbering  and  furnished  the 

capital  for  the  business  and  gave  his 

personal  attention  to  the  construction 
of  the  plant.  It  was  characteristic  of 
the  man  that  the  work  he  did  was  done 

substantially.  Other  worsted  goods 

plants  developed  and  today  thirty-two 
hundred  people  are  employed  in  produc- 

ing six  million  yards  of  cloth  annually. 
Mr.  Broadhead,  who  inaugurated  that 
movement,  did  much  for  Jamestown. 

In  all  of  his  enterprises,  he  has  shown 

a  judgment  that  reached  results  with 

WOOLEN  FACTOKY  OF  D.  HAZELTINE. 

a  celerity  and  calmness  that  seemed  to 
be  the  issue  of  intuition  rather  than study. 

In  1816,  contemporaneous  with  the 

starting  of  Hazeltine's  cloth  business, 
Royal  Keyes  began  the  first  manufac- 

ture of  cabinet  ware  in  Jamestown  and 
in  the  county  and  soon  after  formed 

a  partnership  with  William  and  John  C. 
Breed.  The  Breeds  were  for  vears  the 
largest  furniture  manufacturers  in  the 

county.  Aside  from  supolying  the  local 
demand,  they  marketed  their  product  at 
the  river  towns  along  the  Allegheny 
and  Ohio.  In  1837  they  built  a  factory 
which  contained  the  first  machinery  for 

cabinet  work  run  by  water.  In  the  50's 
a  large  amount  of  their  product  was  de- 
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livered  by  teams  to  dealers  within  a 
hundred  miles  or  so.  The  Civil  War 
brought  a  stronger  demand  for  furni- 

ture and  factories  multiplied  until  today 
we  have  thirty  furniture  manufacturing 
concerns  in  Jamestown  employing  from 
thirty-five  hundred  to  four  thousand 
hands,  turning  out  annually  goods  to 
the  value  of  three  million  two  hundred 

seventy-five  thousand  dollars,  James- 
town being  the  third  furniture  manu- 

facturing town  in  the  United  States. 
The  great  movement  in  the  direction 
of  manufacturing  did  not  take  place 
until  about  1870  when  the  resources 

were  turned  in  that  direction.  James- 
town grew  to  be  a  manufacturing  city 

for  the  reason  that  the  capital  required 
for  industries  was  to  be  found  there 

where  it  had  been  won  mainly  through 
lumbering. 

In  1843  Henry  Baker  installed  the 
first  turbine  water  wheel  in  the  county 
but  centervent  perpendicular  shaft 

wheels  were  generally  used. 

The  first  steam  engine  used  in  manu- 
facturing in  Jamestown  was  installed 

in  Daniel  Williams's  foundry  in  1835. 
A  part  of  that  engine  is  still  in  occasion- 

al use  in  Josephus  H.  Clark's  foundry. 
Among  the  newer  lines  of  goods  man- 

ufactured, metallic  furniture  takes  a 

place  as  a  distinct  business.  In  1888 
the  Fenton  Metallic  Manufacturinp^ 

Company  was  organized  with  R.  E.  Fen- 
ton as  President  and  J.  W.  Hine  as 

Superintendent.  After  the  death  of 

Mr.  Fenton,  A.  C.  Wade  became  Pres- 
ident. In  1890  a  consolidation  was  made 

with  numerous  other  companies  and  a 

new  corporation,  the  Art  Metal  Con- 
struction Company,  was  formed  which 

is  the  largest  plant  of  its  kind  in  the 
world  and  is  a  matter  of  local  pride. 
It  is  believed  that  this  with  some  others 

is  the  beginning  of  what  will  eventually 
make  Jamestown  the  center  of  one  of 
those  American  industrial  successes  that 

are  a  wonder  to  the  world.    The  com- 

pany now  employs  upwards  of  five  hun- 
dred men. 

Another  of  Jamestown's  industries  is 
unique  inasmuch  as  it  pioneered  the 
manufacture  of  lunulsion  Readv  Pre- 

pared Photograi)hic  ])ai)er.  It  is  not 
only  the  pioneer  of  that  industry  of  the 
United  States  but  of  the  world  and  was 

a  distinct  and  radical  step  forward  in 
photographic  science.  The  success  of 
this  institution  reflects  great  credit  on 
the  skill  and  persistence  of  the  men  who 

led  the  movement  both  technicalh'  and 
as  to  its  business  development.  Porter 
Sheldon  was  the  first  President  of  the 

company,  Charles  S.  Abbott  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  with  R.  C.  Sheldon  Man- 

ager of  the  Technical  Departments.  On 
the  retirement  of  Porter  Sheldon  from 

the  Presidency  in  189Q,  Charles  S.  Ab- 
bott became  President  and  R.  C.  Shel- 
don Vice  President  and  Treasurer.  The 

work  of  most  men  reveals  its  process. 
The  work  of  these  men  seemed  effort- 

less. Some  lift  their  burdens  with  swell- 

ing muscles.  These  men  accomplish  a 
result  without  the  trace  of  toil  that 

seems  to  come  to  lesser  men.  This  en- 
terprise has  done  much  to  broaden  the 

sphere  of  Jamestown's  activities.  The 
output  of  this  institution  reaches  well 
above  the  million  figure  annually. 

The  first  factor}-  for  the  manufacture 
of  cheese  or  butter  w-as  built  and  op- 

erated by  Asa  Burnham  in  1861.  The 
movement  spread  into  all  the  towns  of 
the  county  with  the  result  that  in  1900 

forty-two  cheese  factories  manufactured 
four  million  sixty-four  thousand  seven 
hundred  sixty  pounds  of  cheese  and  the 

thirty-five  creameries  manufactured  two 

million  nine  hundred  thirty-seven  thous- 
and sixtv-two  pounds  of  butter,  almost 

entirely  marketed  in  Xew  York. 

Silver  Creek's  first  movement  toward 

becoming  a  mill  machinery  manufactur- 
ing town  was  in  1856  when  Simeon 

Howes  commenced  the  business  of  man- 

ufacturing  smut    and   separating  ma- 
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turin.i;-  lirisl  mill  machinery  developed 

until  there  are  four  hundred  men  em- 

,,l,,ved  in  the  works  using  a  capital  of 

f,un-  hundred  thousand  dollars  with  an 

annual  output  of  eight  hundred  thous- 
and dollars.  The  machinery  goes  to 

every  country  where  grain  is  used  and 

Silver  Creek  builds  over  three-fourths 

of  the  grain  cleaners  of  the  world. 
W  hen  the  firm  of  Fav,  Rvckman  & 

llawvood  established  their  wine-house 
at  Ilrocton  in  1859,  there  were  not  over 
fortv  acres  of  bearing  grapes  in  the 

entire  grape  belt  of  this  county.  The 
business  of  manufacturing  wine  has 

steadily  i)r()gressed  and  is  today  a  con- 
siderable industry,  the  county  manu- 

facturing one  million  six  hundred  thous- 

and gallons  and  two  hundred  fifty  thous- 
and gallons  unfermented  juice. 

The  locomotive  works  were  estab- 
lished at  Dunkirk  at  the  opening  of  the 

lu-ie  Railroad  as  a  repair  shop,  and 
locomotives  were  rebuilt  at  rare  times — 
not  more  than  six  or  eight  in  any  one 

year  until  the  property  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Horatio  G.  Brooks  when  it  was 

incorporated  under  the  name  of  the 
Brooks  Locomotive  Works  with  H.  G. 
Brooks  as  President  and  M.  L.  Hinman 

as  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  After  the 

death  of  Mr.  Brooks  in  1887,  Mr.  Hin- 
man was  elected  President  and  other 

changes  were  made  up  to  the  time  of 

the  absorption  of  the  works  by  the 
American  Locomotive  Company  in 

Kjoi.  It  has  been  Dunkirk's  most 
stable  and  valuable  manufacturing  es- 

tablishment from  the  time  of  its  or- 
ganization. Their  business  has  been 

constantly  progressing  and  is  today  the 
greatest  manufacturing  estabUshment 
in  the  county.  Their  locomotives  are 

being  operated  in  every  country  in  the 
world  and  have  an  excellent  internation- 

al reputation.  The  output  of  locomo- 
tives is  at  the  rate  of  thirty-five  month- 

ly,   employing    twenty-four  hundred 
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men  with  a  pay  roll  of  one  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  annually.  To 

those  to  whom  large  things  seem  ap- 
palling because  they  are  unfamiliar, 

there  is  something  almost  weird  in  Mr. 

Brooks's  easy  handling  of  this  enter- 

prise. 
The  immigration  of  Scandinavians  to 

Southern  Chautauqua  practically  began 

about  i860  and  since  that  this  industri- 
ous and  upright  people  have  become 

an  important  part  of  our  population  and 

have  taken  a  strong  place  in  the  indus- 
trial development  of  our  county. 

The  English  immigration  practically 

began  in  1873  with  the  enlarging  of  our 

textile  industries,  has  increased  in  pro- 
portion with  them  and  has  furnished 

much  of  the  sinew  that  is  to  make  us 

great. The  manufactures  or  the  county  start- 
ed almost  without  exception  from  small 

beginnings  and  have  been  extended  as 
the  increase  of  trade  demanded  and 

warranted.  The  owners  and  managers 

are  therefore  as  a  rule  thoroughly  versed 
in  their  business,  know  how  to  carry  it 

on  with  the  least  expense,  and  are  free 
from  the  disadvantages  of  men  who 

start  with  large  capital  and  resources 
which  they  have  not  the  experience  to 

properly  handle. 
According  to  the  census  of  1900,  there 

were  one  hundred  seventy-eight  manu- 
facturing establishments  in  Jamestown 

employing  a  capital  of  eight  million  five 

hundred  fifty-two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred seventy  dollars  with  four  thousand 

six  hundred  seventy-five  wage  earners 
receiving  one  million  eight  hundred 

thousand  one  hundred  ninety-two  dol- 
lars, the  value  of  products  being  eight 

million  two  hundred  eighteen  thousand 

nine  hundred  twenty-two  dollars.  Dun- 
kirk had  eighty-six  manufacturing  es- 

tablishments with  a  capital  invested  of 

four  million  two  hundred  twenty-six 

thousand  four  hundred  ninety-five  dol- 
lars with  two  thousand  six  hundred  fif- 
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teen  wage  earners,  producing-  five  mil- 
lion three  hundred  ninety-three  thous- 
and fifty-three  dollars. 

Jamestown  is  noted  for  the  diversity 
of  its  products  and  this  is  one  reason 
for  its  prosperity.  It  is  said  that  no 
manufacturing  city  in  America  has  so 
many  varying  products  in  proportion 
to  the  population  and  capital  invested. 
As  our  ancestors  furnished  the  ma- 

terials that  helped  to  build  the  homes  in 
in  the  cities  and  towns  of  a  vast  terri- 

tory, through  the  skill,  industry  and  en- 

be  a  great  characteristic  of  American 
mdustry.  The  transmission  of  electric 
power  has  led  to  a  centralization  of 
steam  power  in  our  cities.  The  small 
steam  engines  which  were  scattered 
about  in  the  numerous  workshops  have 
gradually  diminished  in  numbers  and 
their  places  have  been  taken  bv  electric 
motors  supplied  with  currents  from  a 
central  station  increasing  the  ])roduc- 
tive  power  of  steam  an  appreciable  ex- 

tent. The  centralization  of  power  in  the 
r^hysical  w^orld  seems  to  he  a  counter- 

FISHING  TUG  IN  A  STORM  ON  LAKE  ERIE. 

terprise  of  our  citizens,  our  manufac- 

turers are  today  contributing  material- 
ly to  the  comfort  and  beautifying  of 

the  homes  and  work  places  and  cloth- 

ing the  people  of  this  great  country, 
and  now  our  articles  of  export,  natural 
and  manufactured,  are  reaching  out  to 
the  broader  field  of  foreign  commerce. 

Mechanical  engineers  becoming  thor- 
oughly aroused  to  the  possibilities  of 

the  practical  employment  of  electricity 
took  hold  with  astonishing  energy  and 
the  development  of  electricity  through 

the  advancing  improvements  in  ma- 
chinery will   continue  undoubtedly  to 

part  of  that  taking  part  in  the  commer- 
cial world. 

FISHERIES. 

In  1852  Captain  Nash  of  Mackinac 
began  fishing  off  Dunkirk  with  gill  nets. 
His  first  catch  was  a  large  one  of  white 
fish.  It  was  mentioned  in  Dunkirk, 

Buffalo  and  Cleveland  papers  of  that 
day  as  the  first  catch  of  white  fish  on 
Lake  Erie.  As  soon  as  it  became  known 
that  white  fish  had  been  taken  in  Lake 

Erie,  people  began  fishing  for  them  in 
those  waters.  Previous  to  finding  white 

fish,  it  had  been  the  custom  all  along 
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tlu'  lake  for  persons  who  conld  afford  it 
t,,  si-nd  to  Mackinac  or  Detroit  every 

lall  lor  a  l)arrel,  half  l)arrel  or  kit  of 

sn.<;ar  cured  while  lish  for  winter  use. 
Xo  other  hodv  of  fresh  water  on  the 

jL;l()ht'  1 )!-()( hices  so  lar^T  a  (|nantity  of 
fresh  lisli  as  Lake  iM'ie.  Tons  of  stur- 

geon's roe  are  s])iced  and  pickled  at 
irvin,!^-  annually  and  the  trade  in  isin- 
L^lass  made  from  the  air  bladders  of  that 

lish  is  an  imi)()rtant  one.  A  sturgeon's 
roc  will  weit^h  from  twenty  to  sixty 

pounds.  The  caviare  is  sent  to  Ger- 
many and  is  exported  from  that  countrv 

hack  to  this  in  large  quantities.  Irving 

;';ets  ninety  cents  a  pound  for  her 
caviare.  It  was  not  until  1865  that  the 
sturgeon  was  looked  upon  with  favor 
for  food.  Now  smoked  sturgeon  is 
found  in  the  markets  of  all  large  cities 
and  towns  while  fresh  sturgeon  is  one 

of  the  highest  priced  of  fresh  water  fish. 
The  Lake  Erie  fisheries  in  Chautau- 

(|ua  County  employ  one  hundred  twenty 

])ersons  with  a  total  investment  of  fifty- 

ei'^ht  thousand  six  hundred  thirty-six 
dollars.  They  produced  last  year  two 

million  four  hundred  seventy-five  thous- 
and nine  hundred  pounds  of  fish  valued 

at  forty-eight  thousand  three  hundred 
twenty-one  dollars.  The  value  of  the 
caviare  produced  on  Lake  Erie  was 
twenty-one  thousand  one  hundred  twen- 

ty-two dollars. 
In  the  fisheries  of  Chautauqua  Lake, 

bullheads  are  the  leading  fish  as  re- 
gards quantity  taken,  but  the  musca- 

longe  ranks  first  in  value  and  a  consid- 
erable trade  supplying  local  markets 

has  been  developed  by  Chautauqua  Lake fishermen. 

()wing  to  the  fact  that  the  lake  is 
annually  resorted  to  by  a  large  num- 

ber of  anglers,  it  is  necessary  in  order 
to  attract  them  that  the  supplv  of  fish 
be  maintained. 

TELEGRAPH  AND  TELEPHONE. 

Telegraphs,  telephones  and  the  mail, 

CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

like  the  nervous  system,  perform  func- 

tions indispensable  to  a  high  devel- 
opment. They  tend  to  produce  in 

every  part  of  society  a  conscious- 
ness of  what  is  going  on  in  every 

other  part.  Industrial  capability  is 

helpless  without  the  knowledge  of  how 

to  apply  it.  The  facts  upon  which 

this  knowledge  must  be  based  are  com- 
municated by  correspondence,  by  tele- 

graphic reports  of  prices,  of  movement 
of  commodities,  of  amount  of  produc- 

tion, and  of  other  important  commercial 
f:icts.  These  means  of  communication 

tend  to  produce  something  like  unity 
and  self  consciousness  in  industrial  so- 

ciety. They  enlarge  markets  through 

the  power  they  give  of  watching  dis- 
tant transactions  and  ot  buying  or  sell- 

ing at  a  distance.  They  thus  make  the 
whole  body  of  industry  sensitive  to  the 
influence  of  changes  in  any  part  of  it, 

and  favor  equality  in  prices  and  wages, 

and  the  prompt  redressing  of  local  ex- 
cess or  deficiency. 

Thought  carriage,  like  the  forms  of 
transportation,  is  in  the  course  of  a 
surprising  development. 

The  movement  for  a  postal  telegraph 

and  telephone  service  is  probably  the 
strongest  of  the  movements  having  in 
view  the  state  ownership  of  important 
industries.  Government  ownership  of 

these  would  certainly  be  much  less  ob- 
jectionable than  government  ownership 

of  railroads.  Most  if  not  all  foreign 
countries  own  their  telegraph  lines,  and 
there  is  reason  for  thinking  that  the  ser- 

vice abroad  is  cheaper  and  more  effi- 
cient than  it  is  in  the  United  States. 

The  first  of  the  many  applications 
of  electricity  to  human  need  was  made 
in  1844  when  the  telegraph  which  had 
been  experimented  with  for  some  time 
became  a  certainty.  The  first  telegraph 
line  in  the  county  was  built  in  1847  and 
extended  from  Buffalo  to  Cleveland. 
The  only  telegraph  ofifice  for  some  time 
was  at  Fredonia. 
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The  "Warren  Mail"  of  March  13, 
1849,  says:  "The  telegraph  line  from 
Fredonia  to  Pittsburg  is  at  length  com- 

pleted to  this  place  and  we  are  now 
in  conversational  proximity  with  all 
parts  of  the  Union.  The  first  flash 

came  throngh  last  week.  Time  and  space 
are  annihilated.  The  far-famed  mag- 

netic telegraph,  the  wonder  of  the  age, 
the  admiration  of  millions,  the  triumph 
of  genius,  is  now  in  its  unobtrusiveness 

EMOKV  COBB, 
FIRST  TELEGKAPH  OPERATOR  IN  CHAUTACQtJA 

COUNTY. 

[Mr.  Cobb  is  now  located  at  Kankakee.  111.  He 
writes:  "I  find  upon  consulting  my  diary  that  I  arrived 
at  Fredonia,  March  10,  1848,  by  stage  from  Buffalo  and 
opened  the  telegraph  ofifice  over  L,.  G.  Risley's  dry  goods 
store  a  few  days  thereafter.  I  boarded  at  the  Johnson 
House  (old  stage  hotel)  and  find  that  I  paid  12  shillings 
per  week  for  day  board  and  washing;  I  roomed  in  my 
office.  Quite  a  difference  from  rate  at  this  time.  The 
town  was  lighted  with  natural  gas;  first  thing  of  the 
kind  in  the  County.  Prominent  residents  of  Fredonia 
at  the  time  were:  Gen.  Risley,  Judge  Mullett,  Messrs. 
Barker,  Greene,  Forbes,  Frisbee,  McKinstry,  Pratt, 
Cutler,  Grant,  Douglas,  Robbins,  Barker  (lawyer),  Wm. 
G.  and  I,evi  Risley,  Dr.  Johnson,  etc."] 

scattering  its  advantages  far  and  wide. 

What  a  theme  for  thought !  The  swift- 
winged  lightnings  are  snatched  from 

their  aerial  home,  denuded  of  their  ter- 

rors, harnessed  in  wire,  and  made  sub- 

servient to  the  use  of  the  people  of  War- 
ren. Who  shall  say  where  invention 

will  stop  or  when  wonders  will  end?'' 

The  Chautauqua  County  ofifices  were 
in  Fredonia,  Sinclairville  and  James- 

town. On  the  organization  of  the  com- 
pany the  stock  sold  at  one  hundred  ten 

dollars  per  mile.  In  March,  1851,  the 
line  was  extended  from  Fredonia  to 
Dunkirk.  In  1852  there  was  not  enough 
business  to  maintain  the  expenses  and 
the  people  were  left  without  any  means 
of  communication  by  telegraph.  How- 

ever, the  operators  at  Jamestown  and 
other  villages  took  the  matter  in  hand 
and  resumed  the  business.  In  the  au- 

tumn of  '53,  not  having  proved  a  paying 
investment  for  the  operators,  it  was  dis- 

continued and  the  line  taken  down  and 
the  poles  used  for  fences  and  firewood 

for  the  farmers  along  the  route. 
The  first  telegraph  operator  in  the 

county  was  Emery  Cobb.  He  subse- 
quently became  the  manager  of  the 

Western  Union  office  in  Chicago  and 
is  now  a  banker  in  Kankakee,  Illinois. 

The  expiration  of  the  Morse  patent 

was  followed  by  the  erection  of  a  net- 

work of  wires  and  independent  com- 

'  panics  all  over  the  county.  These  fell 
to  nieces  or  took  part  in  a  small  measure 

in  the  consolidation  in  1856  which  re- 
sulted in  the  Western  Union  Telegraph, 

Company. 

Today  we  communicate  with  Europe 
or  with  our  possessions  in  Asia  bv 
cable  in  a  twinkling  and  talk  with 
friends  a  thousand  miles  away.  Our 
communication  .by  telegraph  is  with 
twenty  thousand  offices  scattered  over 
the  United  States,  and  one  telephone 
company  has  a  million  and  a  half  of 
instruments.  The  telegraph  and  the 
telephone  are  distance  annihilators  and 

enter  into  the  life  of  almost  every  in- dustry. 

Soon  after  the  tclci)hone  became  a 

thing  of  practical  utility,  in  Se]:)tem1)er, 
1880,  Robert  X.  ]\Iarvin  organized  a 
company  and  put  in  service  a  telephone 
exchange  in  Jamestown  and  was  its 
President  until  1882  when  the  company 
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was  al)S()rl)c-(l  by  the  licll  interests, 

l-'roin  that  time  we  have  been  ena1)lecl 
to  wliisper  to  New  York  and  1  Boston 

and  across  the  i)rairies  of  the  West. 

Men  in  lanieslown  have  attended  direc- 

tors' nieelinL^s  in  Xew  York,  answering 

roll  call  and  i)assino-  on  questions  of 
importance,  (loods  are  bought  and  sold 

in  inunense  (juantities  without  any  writ- 
ten record  of  the  transaction,  for  busi- 
ness honor  is  found  to  be  essential  and 

without  confidence  between  buver  and 

seller  no  transactions  are  possible. 

Thus  electricity  may  be  said  to  work  for 
morality. 

Within  the  last  two  years  a  move- 
ment started  after  the  expiration  of  the 

I'ell  i)atents  has  developed  a  series  of 
independent  companies  and  telephone 

lines  in  Chautauqua  County  and  through- 
out the  country.  It  bids  fair  to  furnish 

a  netw^ork  of  wires  even  greater  than 
that  which  followed  the  expiration  of 

the  Morse  telegraph  patents.  The  de- 
velopment in  equipment  and  reduced 

expense  of  operation  has  had  the  effect 
of  reducing  telephone  rates  to  such  an 

extent  that  telephones  are  gradually  be- 
coming a  part  of  the  equipment  not 

only  of  the  homes  of  the  cities  and  vil- 
lages but  also  of  the  rural  homes  of  the 

county. 

Ten  years  ago  wireless  telegraphy 
was  regarded  as  an  impracticable  toy. 
Today  every  ship  in  the  channel  has  it 
installed.  A  man  in  Chautauqua  Coun- 

ty can  communicate  in  a  few  moments 
with  his  friends  far  out  at  sea  and  a 
message  has  just  been  flashed  across 
the  Atlantic.  It  is  apparent  that  this 
method  of  conveying  thought  is  of  prac- 

tical utility. 

Commercial  electric  lighting  was  first 
introduced  into  Jamestown  by  T.  H. 
Smith  of  the  Jamestown  Cotton  Mill 
in  1884.  This  branch  of  Mr.  Smith's 
business  was  absorbed  by  the  fames- 
town  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company in  1888. 

The  Jamestow^n  Electric  Light  & 
Power  Company  was  organized  soon 

after  electric  lighting  w^as  proved  a  suc- 
cess and  incorporated  in  1887. 

Erom  the  beginning  of  the  century, 

natural  gas  has  been  used  in  the  north 

part  of  the  county  to  some  extent  for 
commercial  and  domestic  lightine. 

The  first  illuminating  gas  used  in  James- 
town was  supplied  by  a  corporation  of 

Jamestown  capitalists  who  commenced 

operations  about  1859.  The  Penn- 

sylvania Gas  Company  commenced  sup- 
plying natural  gas  for  Jamestown  for 

fuel  purposes  in  1885. 

The  Dunkirk  Gas  Company  was  es- 

tablished by  John  McDougall  and  An- 
drew J.  Avery  in  1887. 

The  water  supply  of  the  cities  and 
villages  of  the  county  is  in  the  hands 
of  municipalties,  Jamestown  deciding  to 

purchase  the  plant  of  the  Jamestown 
Water  Company  in  1902. 

The  first  enterprise  of  a  public  spirited 

character  where  people  are  called  upon 
to  contribute  for  the  public  good  was 

the  drilling  of  a  well  for  salt  water  near 
Portland  Harbor  in  1820.  The  well 

proved  an  expensive  experiment. 

Turner  says  in  1849:  ''Scarcely  had 
we  done  wondering  out  some  new 

achievement,  calculating  its  results,  be- 
fore another  is  projected  and  consum- 

mated to  divert  the  attention." 
The  first  fifty  years  of  the  history 

of  the  county,  upon  the  comparison  with 
the  statistics  of  other  portions  of  the 
United  States,  show  that  nowhere  had 

there  been  so  much  growth  in  half  a 
century  in  population,  resources  and 
improvement  as  in  Western  New  York. 

Cattle  driving  was  a  great  business  of 
the  county  during  the  first  half  of  the 
century.  There  was  no  market  nearer 
than  the  eastern  counties  of  New  York 

and  Pennsylvania  and  the  only  way  of 

getting  cattle  there  was  by  the  country 
roads.  They  were  collected  annually 
and  driven  in  droves  of  one  hundred  or 
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more.  Two  men  and  a  boy  with  as 
many  horses  usually  managed  a  drove 
and  the  trip  to  market  often  took  from 

two  to  three  months.  Sheep,  hogs  and 
horses  were  driven  to  market  in  the 

same  way.  The  business  was  started 

by  William  Peacock. 
Cattle  were  driven  to  Boston  and  to 

the  New  England  manufacturing  cities. 
The  early  drovers  walked  behind 

many  a  drove  from  the  Allegheny 
Mountains  to  Philadelphia,  to  the  east 
of  the  Hudson  and  to  Canada.  As  early 

as  1840  pork  was  shipped  salted  in  bar- 
rels to  a  considerable  extent. 

It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  one 
who  went  on  business  to  New  York,  if 

he  were  a  prudent  and  cautious  man, 
to  make  his  will  and  bid  his  friends  a 

formal  good-bye.  Away  from  home  a 
man  depended  for  all  information  upon 

his  correspondents  and  upon  his  cor- 
respondents alone.  He  therefore  wrote 

and  received  in  return  letters  in  which 

were  assurances  of  friendship  and  es- 
teem, thanks  for  small  favors  conferred, 

and  which  were  filled  with  courtly  ex- 

pressions unfamiliar  in  this  day  of  mod- 
ern communication. 

Letters  were  written  with  a  quill  pen, 

and  instead  of  a  blottinsr  paper,  the 
home-made  ink  was  dried  by  sprinkling 

sand  over  it.  Steel  pens  came  into  gen- 

eral use  about  1840.  The  most  decided 

advance  in  the  facility  of  correspond- 
ence came  with  the  typewriter  in  t88o, 

the  laborious  corresoondence  of  a  dav 

being  accomplished  by  modern  methods in  an  hour. 

During  the  century  the  legal  status 

of  women  has  been  radically  changed. 

At  its  beginning,  any  monev  that  a 

married  woman  could  earn  or  inherit 

became  the  propertv  of  her  husband 

and  could  be  taken  to  pay  his  debts. 

A  married  woman  could  neither  make  a 

will  nor  enter  into  a  contract  without 

her  husband's  consent.  The  process 

which  has  effected  these  changes  has 

been  slow  and  gradual.  A  rehearsal  of 
the  laws  at  the  opening  of  the  century 

conveys  but  slight  information  concern- 
ing the  limitations  imposed  upon  wo- 

men, for  the  unwritten  laws  of  public 
opinion  were  often  quite  as  binding. 

The  opinion  was  widespread  and  em- 
phatic that  no  man  of  pride  and  re- 

sources would  permit  his  women  folk 
to  labor  for  money. 

The  economic  development  of  the 
country  was  the  influence  which  brought 
better  industrial  conditions  to  women. 

The  establishment  of  factories  grad- 
ually removed  the  manufacture  of  cloth 

and  clothing  from  the  home.  The  pur- 
chase of  these  necessities  demanded  a 

greater  cash  income  for  the  family. 
Meanwhile  the  prejudice  against  the 
education  of  women  was  being  slowly 

eradicated  and  better  opportunities  were 

offered  for  their  intellectual  develop- 
ment. With  higher  qualifications  there 

came  the  demand  for  better  paid  em- 

ployments and  openings  for  better  oc- 
cupations followed.  The  change  of 

opinion  has  been  slow  but  decided. 

Nine-tenths  of  the  teachers  today  in 
Chautauqua  County  are  women  and 
there  are  few  industries  in  which  wo- 

men are  not  employed. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  there  ever 

having  been  any  trade  in  African  slaves 
within  our  borders  although  at  the  time 

of  the  passage  of  the  emancipation  law 

of  1 81 7  there  were  still  eight  in  bond- 
age. There  is,  however,  a  tradition 

which  I  find  very  often  creeps  into  his- 
torical statements  as  fact,  that  a  slave 

woman  was  traded  by  her  owner  to 
the  Holland  Land  Coinpanv  for  land 
in  the  Town  of  P)Usti. 

Suffrage  was  carefully  limited.  Only 
freeholders  worth  one  hundred  pounds 
could  vote  for  Governor  or  Senators, 
and  freeholders  worth  twenty  pounds 

for  Assemblymen.  In  1826  the  proper- 
tv quahfications  were  removed  from 

suffrage. 
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A  rli;m,<;i"  in  llie  law  of  debtor  and 

rriMliior  'ook  place  in  the  ])assagc  of 

tlu'  [[(•{  to  aholisli  inii)ris()nn-icnt  for  debt 

in  April,  i  S,^  i .  which  affected  more  sen- 
sihK  all  the  business  relations  of  so- 

cial \  than  an\  law  of  the  Legislature 

which  had  been  nassed  for  many  years, 

'i  hr  (ii)i)onents  of  the  measure  were  for 
some  time  violent  in  their  denunciations 

and  clamors  lor  its  repeal  but  the  pub- 
lic voice  subsided  into  acquiescence 

with  its  provisions  as  at  once  humane 

and  just. 
Xo  crime  known  to  law  brought  so 

many  to  the  jails  and  prisons  as  the 
crime  of  debt,  and  the  class  most  Hkely 

to  <4"et  into  debt  were  the  most  defense- 
less and  despondent. 

In  ?^la\ville  boarding-  houses  were 
hnilt  tor  boarding  debtors  within  the 

jail  limits.  The  debtors  were  not  con- 
fined in  the  jail  but  lived  in  boarding 

houses  and  more  than  one  of  these 

houses  in  j\'Iayville  was  maintained  by 
this  class  of  prisoners. 

The  law  to  extend  the  exemption  of 

household  furniture,  working  tools  and 
teams  from  sale  by  execution  was 
])assed  in  1842  and  was  received  with 

decided  disapprobation  bv  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  people  and  effected  material 

change  in  this  county  where  so  much 
business  was  done  upon  credit,  but  in 
tiiue  the  affairs  of  the  debtor  and  cred- 

itor were  adjusted  without  dissatisfac- 

tion to  either.  Without  other  law  pub- 
lic sentiment  today  rightly  exempts  not 

'>nl\  all  of  the  necessities  but  the  com- 
forts of  life. 

The  first  bankruptcy  law  enacted  after 
the  organization  of  the  county  was  in 
184T.  The  panic  of  1837  strewed  the 
country  with  commercial  wrecks  and 
there  was  a  strong  sentiment  which  op- 

erated slowly  but  at  length  effectively  in 
favor  of  legislation  for  the  relief  of 
debtors.  The  relief  w^as  limited  to  trad- 

ers and  introduced  the  principle  of  vol- 
umary  bankruptcy.     The   statute  was 

repealed  by  the  same  Congress  that 
passed  it.  Thereafter  for  a  quarter  of  a 
century,  unfortunate  debtors  were  left 
to  such  relief  as  the  insolvency  laws  of 
the  state  could  afford  them  ;  and  these 

came  to  be  the  agencies  of  fraud.  It  re- 

quired another  financial  crisis  to  stim- 
ulate Congress  to  action.  This  occurred 

in  1866  and  a  year  later  there  was  en- 
acted the  only  bankrupt  act  that  has 

remained  in  force  for  any  considerable 

period.  It  was  subject  to  repeated 
amendments  and  was  not  repealed  until 

1878.  Again  a  panic  interposed  and  the 

cUstress,  that  followed  proved  an  in- 

fluence of  great  power  in  affecting  pub- 
lic sentiment.  The  present  bankruptcy 

law  was  approved  by  the  President  July 

I,  1898.  So  far  the  law  is  expressive 
not  only  of  our  humanity  but  of  our 
commercial  common  sense. 

Although  Chautauqua  County  meas- 
urably felt  the  effects  of  the  financial 

depressions  that  have  occurred  wdthj 

some  regularity  through  the  century, 

the  panic  of  1837  was  probably  the  most 
disastrous.  The  country  was  new  and 
buoyant  and  all  branches  of  business 
indicated  unexampled  prosperity. 
Everywhere  men  were  making  money, 

and  whoever  had  capital,  whether  his 

own  or  borrowed,  was  sure  of  great 
profits  and  investments  were  made  in  all 

sorts  of  enterprises.  Buying  and  sell- 

ing lands  became  a  craze  and  specula- 
tion became  general  and  was  carried 

to  an  alarming  extent.  Early  in  1836 
indications  were  percei\ed  of  a  severe 

money  pressure,  but  it  was  some  time 
before  those  not  initiated  in  banking 
could  be  induced  to  beheve  the  alarm 

of  the  bankers  to  be  so  well  founded 

as  experience  soon  proved  that  it  was. 

The  crash  fell  heavily  upon  all  Chautau- 

qua. Dunkirk's  commerce  nearly  left 
it  and  steamboats  only  stopped  to  wood 
up.  Its  docks  and  warehouses  went  out 

of  repair  and  nearly  all  its  enterprises 

expired.    The  country  was  years  in  re- 
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covering  and  the  lessons  of  '37  have 
been  handed  down. 

The  next  panic  to  be  severely  felt  was 
in  1857.  This  was  largely  the  result  of 

over-speculation — too  many  railroads 
and  too  much  debt  piled  up  at  a  large 
interest  in  the  hope  of  vast  returns. 
This  coupled  with  the  lack  of  a  safe 
currency  caused  an  acute  and  unfor- 

tunate business  reaction.  The  business 

check  of  1867  passed  over  almost  un- 
noticed as  all  our  products  were  selling 

at  high  prices. 

The  seeming  prosperity  of  the  early 

'70's  brought  about  a  period  of  over- 
production and  speculation  and  in  1873 

the  bubble  burst  and  spread  ruin  far 
and  wide.  Prices  of  all  commodities 

fell  and  people  found  it  hard  to  get  a 
simple  living.  All  this  was  overcome  in 

the  early  part  of  the  '8o's  and  business 
was  thriving  except  a  little  period  in 
1887  following  the  Baring  failure. 

In  1 891  and  '92  business  had  never 
been  so  good  and  it  reached  unprece- 

dented proportions.  In  the  early  part 

of  '93  there  was  doubt  and  uncertainty 
as  to  the  future  condition  of  business 

and  the  country  was  soon  confronted 
with  a  great  business  panic.  As  in 
1857,  this  depression  was  followed  by 

an  unusual  output  of  gold  and  govern- 
mental financial  legislation  put  business 

on  a  sounder  basis  than  ever  before. 

According  to  the  statisticians  the  sav- 
ings and  acquisitions  of  the  last  decade 

are  greater  than  all  the  decades  before 
in  the  history  of  the  county ;  but  as  a 
mountain  cannot  be  estimated  at  close 

range,  so  looking  at  the  growth  of 
wealth  during  the  last  few  years  we 
must  stand  a  little  apart  from  it  to  get 

any  idea  of  its  proportions. 
According  to  the  last  census  the  total 

manufacturing  capital  of  the  county  was 
in  1900  fourteen  million  five  hundred 

eighty  thousand  dollars.  The  total 
equalized  valuation  of  the  county 

reaches  the  enormous  figure  of  thirty- 

one  million  five  hundred  five  thousand 
two  hundred  thirty-six  dollars.  A  large 
amount  of  Chautau(|ua  County  capital 
is  emi)loycd  in  other  counties  and 
states. 

CURRENCY. 

The  whole  civilized  world  was  suffer- 

ing from  business  depression  in  1820. 
Our  financial  system  had  been  totally 
disarranged.  In  181 1,  the  twenty-year 
charter  of  the  first  Bank  of  the  United 

States  expired.  The  currency  provided 
by  the  national  bank  was  withdrawn 

and  its  place  was  taken  by  the  issue  of 
a  multitude  of  state  banks.  In  the 

meantime,  the  fiood  of  paper  bank  notes 
became  greatly  depreciated  and  there 
was  a  general  collapse  throughout  the country. 

There  was  a  discount  on  notes  rang- 
ing from  one  to  twenty  per  cent.  Every 

business  man  had  to  keep  a  "bank  note 
detector"  revised  and  published  week- 

ly and  was  not  sure  then  that  the  notes 

he  accepted  would  not  be  pronounced 
worthless  by  the  next  mail.  There  was 
hardly  a  week  without  a  bank  failure 

and  nearly  every  man  had  bills  of 
broken  banks  in  his  ]30ssession.  To 

add  to  the  perplexity  of  the  situation, 
there  were  innumerable  counterfeits 

which  could  with  difficulty  be  distin- 
guished from  the  genuine.  All  this  was 

a  terrible  annoyance  to  the  business 
community  but  it  was  a  profit  to  the 
bill  brokers.  This  condition  continued 

until  a  year  or  two  after  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Rebellion  and  at  the  time 

of  the  organization  of  the  national 
banks. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  War 

there  were  still  in  circulation,  coins 

whose  names  are  so  utterly  forgotten 
as  to  sound  strange  to  the  ears  of  the 

generation  accustomed  to  speak  of 
cents,  of  dimes  and  of  quarters.  The 

silver  pieces  which  passed  from  hand  to 
hand  under  the  name  of  small  change 
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wore  lar.iic'lv  made  ii])  of  foreign  coins. 

Tln'N  had  been  in  circulation  long  be- 

fore llu'  War  for  Independence,  had 

seen  nuudi  service,  and  were  none  the 

better  for  the  wear  they  had  sustained. 

Some  shilling  pieces  and  sixpence  pieces 

were  to  1)e  found  in  circulation,  and 

were,  with  the  fips,  the  levies,  and  the 

])istareens,  the  last  relics  of  a  time  hap- 

pih'  passed  away. 
The  small  change  was  of  silver ;  and 

among  the  silver  coins  were  the  Spanish 
milled  dollar,  the  half.  Quarter,  eighth 
and  sixteenth  of  a  dollar,  the  English 
crown,  the  French  crown,  the  English 

shilling,  the  sixpence  and  the  pistareen. 
The  copper  coins  were  pennies  and 

l^Tench  sous.  Each  of  these  coins,  again, 
expressed  five  dif¥erent  values,  for  it 
could  be  translated  into  sterling  money 
and  the  four  local  currencies  of  the 
states. 

When  the  war  broke  out^  there  was 

immediately  a  pressing  demand  for 
money.  The  government  found  the 

treasury  almost  bankrupt,  and  at  first 
was  afraid  to  lay  the  heavy  taxes  which 

would  have  provided  the  needed  in- 
come. Meanwhile  gold  was  exported 

and  hoarded,  and  in  the  last  days  of 
1 86 1  specie  payments  were  suspended 
by  the  banks.  That  left  no  circulating 
medium  but  the  notes  of  state  banks. 

Accordingly  in  1862,  it  was  determined 
to  issue  United  States  paper  demand 
notes  which  should  be  a  legal  tender. 

With  these  notes,  "greenbacks"  they 
were  familiarly  called,  the  government 
undertook  to  pay  its  bills.    In  the  years 
1862  and  1863  four  hundred  fifty 
million  dollars  of  them  were  issued.  By 
that  time  the  inevitable  d<^-preciation  of 
such  issues,  so  familiar  whenever  the 
attempt  to  float  them  is  made,  had  pro- 

ceeded very  far,  and  further  issue  was 
stopped.  Meanwhile  all  the  fractional 
silver  had  followed  the  gold  out  of  the 
country  and  the  government  had  to  fill 
its  place  also  with  paper. 

CHAUTAUQUA  COUNTY. 

By  this  time  bonds  had  been  provid- 
ed, and  their  sale,  together  with  the 

heavier  taxes  which  should  have  been 

laid  in  1861,  enabled  the  treasury  to 

meet  its  engagements.  In  1863  an  act 

was  passed  providing  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  national  banks.  They  were 

required  to  deposit  United  States 
bonds  with  the  treasury  at  Washington 

as  security  for  curency  they  might  issue. 
So  after  sixty  years  we  were  provided 
with  a  reliable  and  stable  currency. 

In  1875  Congress,  as  one  of  its  last 
acts  before  giving  way  to  its  successor 
elected  in  the  previous  year,  made  a  law 

providing  for  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments  on  the  first  of  January,  1879. 
This  resumption  was  effected  without 

friction  or  any  shock  whatever  to  busi- 
ness interests. 

The  first  of  the  two  great  periods  of" 
extraordinary  discovery  of  gold  ap- 

peared about  the  middle  of  the  century 
while  the  other  was  near  the  end.  These 

discoveries  are  distinguished  as  the 

greatest  the  world  has  ever  known. 
Since  1850  there  has  been  more  gold 

added  to  the  world's  stock  than  in  all 

the  years  up  to  that  time  since  the  dis- 
covery of  America. 

Ten  years  ago  the  principle  of  co- 
operation in  merchandising  and  manu- 

facturing was  in  vogue  iind  found  to  be 

an  iridescent  dream.  Things  co-operate 

because  a  man  makes  them.  Every  suc- 
cessful concern  is  the  result  of  one  man 

power.  One  generation  has  brought 

to  man  a  larger  conception  of  business 
and  a  broader  fellowship  and  nobler 

charity  toward  those  in  dififerent  voca- 
tions than  the  two  which  preceded  it. 

The  aggregation  of  capital  so  familiar 
now  in  the  form  of  corporations  began 

to  appear  in  the  first  half  of  the  cen- 
tury. As  business  expanded,  the  in- 

conveniences of  partnership,  especially 

in  the  way  of  unlimited  Hability,  led  to 
the  formation  of  corporations  for  many 

purposes.      Mill    companies,  turnpike 
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companies,  and  banks  as  well  as  rail- 

roads were  incorporated  and  thus  g-rad- 
ually  the  way  was  paved  for  the  giant 
combinations  which  overshadow  the 
whole  field  of  business  enterprise. 

For  a  long-  time  partnerships  seemed 
to  afTord  a  sufficient  means  for  dealing 
with  all  commercial  enterprises  and 

nearly  all  our  economic  undertakings 
were  in  the  hands  of  men  who  were 

related  to  each  other  by  such  bonds. 
In  time,  however,  it  was  found  that 

good  as  this  system  is  tor  most  pur- 
poses, it  is  not  well  adapted  to  certain 

conditions  that  have  arisen  in  the  vast 

increase  of  work  required  in  many 
branches  of  modern  business. 

The  business  required  in  our  existing 
economic  life  could  not  have  been  de- 

veloped or  maintained  without  the 

agency  of  our  corporate  system  ;  in  fact 
the  commercial  progress  of  the  last  half 

century  to  a  great  extent  has  depended 

upon  the  development  of  these  institu- 
tions. At  present  almost  all  the  large 

commercial  enterprises  have  taken  on 

a  corporate  form.  It  is  now  evident 
that  the  business  of  the  future  is  in  the 

main  to  be  committed  to  such  asso- 
ciations. The  conditions  of  necessity 

justify  the  use  of  the  corporate  business 

method  in  the  establishing  of  great  fac- 
tories, and  capital  and  management  can 

both  be  best  secured  and  employed  in 
such  undertakings  by  a  stockholders 
association  as  most  corporations  are 

granted  either  perpetual  existence  or  a 
long  term  of  action. 

At  present  the  large  fortunes  with 
rare  exception  are  represented  by 
shares  in  stock  companies.  Under  the 

old  system  the  management  of  a  great 
estate  required  .incessant  supervision. 
There  is  a  limit  to  its  bulk  which  was 

determined  by  the  need  of  continual 
personal  care.  If  a  person  be  wise  in  his 

investments,  he  may  trust  his  money  en- 
tirely to  these  corporations  and  can 

profit  by  the  fidelity  and  commercial 

skill  that  exists  throughout  the  world. 
The  question  of  how  capital  is  to  be 

preserved  from  loss  through  all  kinds 
of  misadventures  is  one  of  the  most 
serious  problems  that  our  modern  so- 

ciety has  to  face.  It  constantly  becomes 
more  difhcult  to  invest  the  accumula- 

tion of  the  people  in  a  safe  way,  so  the 
question  of  property  management  will 
always  be  serious.  The  integrity  and 
skill  with  which  the  great  corporations 
have  been  managed  has  been  eminently 
creditable  to  the  honesty  and  business 
capacity  of  our  financiers.  The  modi- 

fication of  corporate  action  recently  de- 
vised under  the  name  of  trusts  has  occu- 

pied a  large  place  in  public  attention. 
These  associations  are  devised  not  with 

a  view  of  undertaking  new  activities  but 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  monopoly 
of  the  business  with  a  view  of  regulating 

and  controlling  competition,  and  its  in- 
fluence is  deteriorating  both  on  com- 
mercial products  and  business  morals. 

The  popular  odium  which  applies  to 
trusts  should  not  be  transferred  to 

legitimate  corporations. 
The  form  which  modern  society  is 

taking  is  more  and  more  that  of  or- 
ganization. Isolated  attempts  of  capi- 

talists to  transact  business  on  a  small 

scale  are  changed  for  combined  action 

whereby  cost  is  reduced,  efficiency  is 
multiplied  and  so  profits  are  swollen. 
Railroads  and  telegraph  lines  are  united 

in  great  systems  and  more  recently  the 

same  is  general  with  man}'  forms  of 
manufacturing,  and  among  laboring 
men  the  same  process  is  apparent. 
Unions  are  numerous  and  combinations 

are  made  into  still  more  inclusive  asso- 
ciations. 

Never  have  commerce  and  industry 

offered  such  prizes  to  men  of  trained 
intellect  and  broad  views.  Never  have 

young  men  faced  an  epoch  so  rich  in 

opportunity  and  so  big  in  responsibility. 
To  carry  a  responsibility  gives  a  sense 

of  power,  and  men  who  have  borne  re- 
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s|)()nsil)ilily  know  how  to  carry  it. 

Growth  comes  through  assuming  re- 

sponsihiHty,  by  bearing  burdens  and 

doin.q-  things  that  require  power.  Our 

future  depends  upon  our  energy  and 

upon  the  union  of  our  citizens.  It  de- 
pends also  upon  the  prosperity  of  all. 

1802    CENTENNIAL  SONG— 1902 
Air:  America. 

BY  MARTHA  R.  ALMY 

A  hundred  years  today 
The  Redman  still  held  sway 

O'er  this  fair  land; 
Primeval  forests  green, 

Chautauqua's  silver  sheen 
And  verdant  hills  were  seen 
By  warrior  band. 

Then  came  our  noble  sires, 
Here  built  their  altar  fires 

To  light  our  way. 
Here  nobly  they  have  wrought. 
Five  generations  taught. 
Rich  blessings  they  have  brought 

To  us  this  day. 

Our  temples  lift  on  high 
Their  spires  toward  the  sky, 
From  vale  and  hill 

In  halls  of  learning,  rare 
Brave  sons  and  daughters  fair, 
For  usefulness  prepare, 

Our  hopes  fulfill. 

Chautauqua's  waters  clear, 
And  sun-kissed  hills  are  dear 

To  memory; 

Though  we  may  wander  wide, 
In  other  lands  abide. 
Still  we  will  sing  with  pride, 

Blest  home  of  thee. 

While  we  brave  deeds  review, 
Here  let  us  pledge  anew 

Our  loyalty; 

Past  virtues  emulate. 
Our  lives  reconsecrate 

To  all  that's  grand  and  great — To  liberty. 

God  of  our  fathers,  now 
To  thee  we  humbly  bow. 

Guide  thou  our  way; 

May  competition  cease, 
May  love  of  man  increase. 
The  whole  world  be  at  peace, 

Hear  us,  we  pray. 














